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PREFACE. 


T)ARTLY  to  while  away  the  tedium  and  monotony  of 
a  long  sea  voyage  from  China  to  England,  and  partly 
to  redeem  a  promise  made  before  leaving  that  country, 
the  following  narrative  of  a  somewhat  novel  ride  through 
one  of  the  most  distant  regions  of  the  great  Chinese 
empire  was  written  for  publication. 

Much  as  its  southern  portion  has  been  explored  and  de- 
scribed, little  in  reality  is  known  regarding  the  far  north, 
more  especially  of  those  hitherto  inaccessible  districts 
which  border  on,  or  lie  beyond,  that  marvellous  monument 
of  human  industry — the  Great  Wall,  in  its  course  along 
the  eastern  maro:in  of  Old  China. 
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It  is  therefore  hoped  that  an  attempt  to  describe  the 
general  features  of  the  country,  and  the  special  charac- 
teristics of  the  northern  Chinese — difiering  as  they  do  very 
widely  from  their  brethren  of  the  south — together  with  the 
incidents  inseparable  from  the  wanderings  of  two  adven- 
turous Britons  travelling  in  their  proper  costume,  for 
nearly  seven  hundred  miles,  among  a  people  to  whom  the 


VUl  PREFACE. 

existence  of  such  a  place  as  Great  Britain  was  unknown — 
may  prove  in  some  degijee  interesting.  It  may  be  a  long 
time  before  Europeans  will  again  venture  so  far  as  from 
the  vicinity  of  Peking  to  the  birthplace  of  the  Mantchu 
djmasty,  and  journey  unscathed  through  the  fair  pro- 
vinces that  exist  between  the  two  capitals,  inhabited  by 
thousands  of  an  industrious  race,  to  whom  rebellion  and 
its  attendant  horrors  are  uftknown.  So,  until  a  more 
leisurely  survey  can  be  made  of  this  extensive  tract  by 
those  who  care  to  travel  such  a  distance,  and  do  not  object 
to  very  unpleasant  fare  and  very  bad  accommodation — 
for  the  country  is  not  quite  adapted  to  the  thousand  and 
one  desires  of  dilettante  tourists — these  notes  of  a  holiday 
pilgrimage  the  author  hopes  will  not  be  unacceptable  to 
the  general  reader. 


Woolwich  :  May  1863. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

SUMMER  AT  TIEN-TSIN  —  EXTREMES  OF  TEMPERATURE  IN  NORTH  CHINA 
—  ASK  LEAVE  TO  TRAVEL  IN  THE  COUNTRY  —  DIFFICULTY  OF  OBTAIN- 
ING PERMISSION  —  OUR  PASSPORTS —  OFFICIAL  AND  NON-OFFICIAL  — 
OUR  TRAVELLING  EQUIPMENT  AND  'MOUNT*  —  DISLIKE  OF  CHINESE 
INTERPRETERS   TO   TRAVEL,    AND   OUR   JUVENILE   BARGAIN. 

THE  month  of  July,  1861,  was  ushered  into  the  distant 
supreme  province  of  the  Middle  Kingdom,  as  delightfiil 
old  Spenser  has  it,  '  boiling  like  to  fire,'  and  with  such  an 
unexpected  fierceness  and  ardent  intensity  as  took  everyone 
of  the  foreign  community,  civil  and  military,  located  within 
or  without  the  walls  of  the  city  of  Tien-tsin,  by  sui-prise. 
It  altogether  banished  from  their  minds  the  favourable 
opinions  they  hiul  been  forming  as  to  the  salubrity  of  the 
climate  of  North  China,  as  well  as  smothered  the  grateful 
expressions  they  were  about  to  pour  forth,  at  their  good 
fortune  in  being  permitted  to  spend  a  whole  summer  in 
the  countr)^,  and  miss  the  sickly  effects  of  a  season  always 
justly  dreaded  by  Europeans  in  the  southern  portions  of 
the  empire. 

It   seemed   but  yesterday   since  we  were  shivering  and 
freezing  in  the  glacial  temperature  of  an  abnost  arctic  Avinter, 
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with  sharp-cutting  winds  sweeping  eveiything  aniinated  into 
sheltered  nooks  tind  recesses,  and  wliirling  dust  and  eaith 
high  up  in  the  air,  until  the  du\  light  was  nearly  eclipsed 
by  a  canopy  of  opaque  clouds  of  as  muddy  a  tinge  and 
repulBive  an  appearance  as  the  turbid  watei'S  of  the  Peiho  j 
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A  Street  in  Ti&n-taln* 


while  we,  muffled  in  every  available  shred  of  woollen  stuff, 
closely  enveloped  in  furs  and  sheepskins,  and  with  eam  and 
noses  carefully  guaixled  fmm  the  '  mnd's  keen  tooth,'  by 
curious  appliances  attached  to  gigantic  head-covers  of  cotton- 
quilted  pelage,  huddled  aix)und  the  feeble  fire  of  mess  or 


EXTREMES    OF    TEMPERATITRE. 


sleeping  rooni,  thraugh  which  the  breeze  spoiled  iii  the  most 
wanton  and  malignant  spirit.  It  seemed,  m  I  have  said,  but 
yesterday  since  we  were  striving  to  maintain  vitality,  and 
keep  noses,  ears,  and  toes  safe  from  the  frigid  regions  of  a 
Spitzbergen  winter ;  yet  here  we  were^  mth  unknown,  and 
therefore  unguarded,  \iolence,  projected  into  the  wannest 
comer  of  the  torrid  zone — transported,  as  if  by  the  influence 
of  some  malevolent  genii,  from  the  inhospitable  regions  of 
Greenlimd  to  tiie  im welcome  plains  of  Hiudostan.  Truly  this 
is  a  climate  of  excess,  of  mpid  transitions  from  heat  to  cold, 
^of  dust-storm  and  cloudless  sky,  relentless  cold  and  un- 
mitigable  heat ;  and  its  effects  require  no  small  amount  of 
elasticity  of  constitution,  physical  tenacity^  and  mental  rigi- 
dity, to  successfully  encounter  such  strange  treatment. 

The  universal  cr)%  or  ratlier  plaintive  vapid  mui'mur, 
sounded  feebly  from  everj^  tongue,  *  Oh,  isn't  it  hot ! '  *  What 
blazing  weather  P  ^  Never  felt  it  so  di'eadfully  warm  in 
India!'  ^I  wish  we  had  the  winter  again!'  with  other 
interjectiona^  inteiTogations,  and  complaints,  as  pithy  and 
laconic  as  strength  or  resolution  would  allow.  And  there 
could  he  no  difference  of  opinion  about  it,  for  the  weather 
was  disagi'eeabl}'  hot.  No  matter  whether  the  thermometer, 
suspended  in  tlie  shade  of  a  brick  wall  with  a  northern 
aspect,  and  screened  imder  a  roofing  of  matst,  indicated  108* 
or  110**  at  the  Geneml  Hospital,  or,  in  the  deepest  shade  of  a 
field-officer's  bediTMum,  only  gave  96'*  or  98°,  ever)  body 
seemed  to  be  satisfied  that  he  had  arrived  at  as  near  a  con- 
dition of  igneous  fusion  as  it  waa  possible  for  mortality  to 
bear  without  succumljing,  or  |)assiiig  entirely  into  tlie  liquid 
or  gaseous  forms  assimied  by  bodies  exposed  to  a  sufficiently 
high  temperature ;  and  if  tlie  thennometers  chose  to  differ  by 
a  few  degrees,  no  one  would  have  the  energy  or  desire  left 
to  tiiscuss  tlie  propiiety  or  necessity  of  exposing  the  mer- 
cury in  the  light  shade  out  of  doors,  or  of  buiying  it  in  the 
depths  of  a  I'oora,  a  ceUar,  or  a  welL     At  rest  or  in  motion, 
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in  the  perpendicular  position,  or  in  n  stete  of  horizontal 
collapse,  the  perspiration  seethed,  trickled,  eddied,  and  satu- 
mted,  until  calico,  flannel,  and  kirkee  were  wiingiiig  wet ; 
until  handkeix^hiefs  and  towels  had  absorbed  twice  their 
own  weight  of  fluid.  Complete  pmstration,  we  thought, 
was  almost  mevitable  to  the  flaccid,  enfeebled  British  soldier, 
forced  to  swelter  away  the  lieiy  months  of  a  Chinese  simimer 
in  the  low-roofed,  hampered^  and  janmied- together  dw^ellrngs 
of  a  filthy  to\\m.  Friends  and  comrades  one  met  with  in 
the  constricted  streets^  looked  like  sponges  imbibing  cease- 
lessly large  quantities  of  fluid,  and  as  ex|3editiously  filtering 
it  through  the  countless  pores  that  were  covered  with  a 
torturing  scarlet  eruption^  inadequately  designated  'prickly 
heat/ 

The  only  winds  monng  over  the  city,  and  now  and  again 
penetrating  to  our  pent-up  courtyaitl^,  had  the  suffbciiting 
qualities  of  the  Airican  siniooni,  combined  with  the  parching 
tendencies  of  the  Syrian  sirocco.  Nothing  could  escape  the 
perpendicidar  mdiation  of  the  sun,  whose  fiery  gleams  darted 
through  roof,  screen,  and  shades  of  reed-mat  mised  high 
over  court  and  housetop  ;  and  in  the  streets,  like  lightnings 
it  pierced  thmugh  hehnet  of  pitli  and  head-piece  of  covered 
basket-work,  striking  in  u|X)n  the  brabi  until  it  induced 
either  vertigo,  fever,  or  deadly  sun-stroke. 

The  solar  rays  might  have  been  concentrated  to  the  bum» 
ing  focus  just  over  our  heads,  so  scorching  were  they^  and  at 
times  they  felt  so  unbearable  that  the  enervating  breath  of 
the  Harmattan  seemed  to  be  fimning  them  uito  active  flame. 
Terrestiml  nidiation  during  the  night  w^as  either  altogether 
in  abeyance,  or  at  best  but  feebly  and  almost  imperceptibly 
maintained  in  the  few  long  hours  interv^ening  between  the 
rising  and  setting  of  the  sun ;  for  the  baked  earth  around 
and  underneath  us  seemed  to  have  become  so  thomughly 
surfeited  by  the  great  amount  of  heat  upon  its  suiface,  as 
fo  have  lost  the  power  of  cooling  dowTi  agam  when  the  sun 
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had  left  it ;  so  that  by  night,  as  well  as  by  day,  the  atmo- 
sphere felt  as  if  it  were  under  the  ascendency  of  some  intense 
subterranean  combustion  that  threatened  to  bum  up  every- 
t fling  alxive  ground.  Yet  at  night  the  grateful  fires  blazed 
and  crackled,  and  dooi*s  were  carefiilly  closed  to  exclude 
the  bitter  night- wind, 

A  rattling  blast  of  cold  air  would,  in  that  month  of  July, 
have  proved  more  I'efreshing  to  our  overheated  bodies^  than 
a  draught  of  icy  water  to  the  traveller  in  the  Great  Sahara, 
and  the  clear,  bracing  chilliriess  of  a  frosty  niglit  in  Eng- 
huidj  if  granted  to  us  but  for  a  few  minutes,  would  have 
been  equally  welcome.  How  often  did  the  winter,  with  its 
nipping  but  healthy  cold,  rise  pleasantly  before  us  when 
some  of  us  threw  ourselves  on  our  beds  in  a  state  of  fever, 
while  others  recklessly  wore  icy  applications  to  their  heads, 
or  sat  for  nights  in  tubs  of  cold  water  ;  and  in  those  rooms 
which  day  by  day  appeared  to  be  contracting  in  size,  like  the 
ii*on-chambcT  of  the  Inquisition,  how  often  did  we  not  strive 
to  recidl  the  story  of  the  gallant  Captain  Somebody,  of  the 

th,  who,  if  we  can  remember  aright,  in  passing  through 

Charmg  Cross  —  for  we  have  a  Charing  Cross  at  Tien-tsin, 
but,  alus!  how  unlike  the  original ! — met  a  soldier  of  his  regi- 
ment with  a  rather  suspicious-looking  bag  carried  on  liis  back, 
'  Where  are  you  going  with  that  bag?'  demanded  the  captain* 

'  To  the  barracks,  sir/  replied  the  man. 

*  What  have  you  got  in  it?' 
'  Porter,  sir,' 

*  What !  porter  m  a  sack !     Oh,  nonsense !  let  me  see,' 

^  Ver^^  well,  sir ; '  and  the  bag  is  heavily,  and  with  no 
cheerful  giiice,  dn>pi>ed  on  the  fi-ozeii  gi\)imd,  and  slowly 
ofiened,  when  a  htigc  wedge  of  coffee-coloured  stuff,  having 
the  peculiar  crj'stnlline  fimcture  of  ice,  is  laboriously  ex* 
tractcd  fvom  the  depth  of  the  sack  and  exlul>itcd  to  the  per- 
plexed gaze  and  astonishment  of  the  wondering  oiEcer, 
*lc's  the  mtion  porter,  sir/  the  exhibitor  chuckles,  as  he 
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shifts  the  heat-abstmcting  mass  fixjm  hand  to  hand  to  prevent 
his  fingers  being^ost-bitten — 'It's  the  ration  jx>rt43r,  sir, 
only  it's  fi'eezed/ 

From  an  early  hour  in  the  morning  until  late  in  the  even- 
ing, there  was  no  moving  out  of  doom  unless  on  some  very 
urgent  business,  when  the  shadiest  side  of  each  sti^eet,  house, 
or  wall,  was  eagerly  sought  for  and  chmg  to,  by  the  Euro- 
pean, as  he  looked  with  horror  on  tlie  infatuated  Chinese 
who  perambidated  the  streets  and  went  about  then*  eveiy- 
day  oceuj^tions  in  the  full  glare  of  the  midday  sun,  with 
the  appai'ently  most  reckless  disregard  of  consequences. 

On  one  of  the  earliest  days  of  that  month,  when  fur 
busbys  were  exchanged  for  iced  night-caps,  taid  inmiei*sion 
in  cold  water  for  hours  together  preferred  to  heavy  winter 
clothing,  I  forwarded  an  application  for  leave  of  absence,  that 
I  miffht  wander  into  some  of  those  curious  nooks  and  comera 
which  must,  it  was  predicted,  exist  somewhere  between  Tien- 
tsin and  Moukden  —  the  birth-place  and  nurseiy  of  the 
Mantchu  djiiasiy — the  distant  capital  of  Mantchii  Taitaiy 
— ^and  make  a  hurried  survey  of  an  almost  unknown  region, 
for  the  satisfaction  of  a  desire  that  had  long  haunted  me 
to  learn  whether  the  terms  of  the  Treaty  of  Tien-tain, 
in  so  far  as  they  related  to  British  subjects  travelling  in 
Chuia,  were  understood  or  kno^^ii  in  the  numemus  towns 
and  villages  supi^osed  to  intervene  between  the  Peiho  ajid 
the  heart  of  the  Mantchu  country ;  and  also  to  pmve 
whether  Europeans,  divested  of  Jesuitical  ai^iflee  and 
Chinese  costume,  could  ride  along  their  mads,  refi*esh  tliem- 
selves  during  the  day  in  their  halting-places,  imd  sleep 
secuixily  amongst  tliem  in  the  night. 

In  the  more  fevoundjle  spring  months  application  had  been 
made  on  seveiid  occasions  for  a  pissport  and  permission  to 
i^evisit  Peking,  and  to  extend  my  journey  to  the  mountains 
beyond,  and  even  to  Inner  Mongolia,  did  time  and  opportu- 
nity favour  such  a  project  J  but  unfortunately  with  no  success. 
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Imleeci^  witii  little  pms^peot  of  any,  fur  the  City  of  the  Plain  had 
become  once  more  a  sealed  city,  the  country  on  the  other 
side  of  it  forbidden  gmund ;  and  that  aitlcle  of  the  Treaty 
which  stipulates  that  '  British  aubjects  nre  to  be  aUuwed  to 
ti-avel  for  their  plea*sure,  or  for  puqwscs  of  trade,  to  nil  paits 
of  tlie  interior^'  was,  for  the  time,  set  aside  in  the  direction 
of  Pekinof,  especial  cam  apparently  being  taken  for  the  ex- 
clusion of  those  annoying  intrudei^s  from  beyond  the  seus 
who  would  persist  in  seeking  to  explore  the  ruinous  streets 
and  huildmgSj  and  filthy  purlieus  of  the  far-oft^  vast,  curious 
city  of  Kambalu. 

All  hopes  of  pissing  fi-oni  tlie  known  to  the  unknowTi^  tlic 
explored  to  the  unex]>lorecl,  in  that  quarter  were  abim- 
doned,  and  I  was  oliHged  to  surrender  myself,  very  unwil- 
Hngly,  to  the  Imking  and  stilling  atmosphere  engendered  in 
stench,  ettenescing  ditches,  and  filth-garnished  streets,  until, 
luekily,  a  Shanghai  gentleman,  accustomed  to  Sinensian 
travel  in  the  South,  arrived  at  Tien-ti?in,  fully  bent  on  in- 
creasing his  knowledge,  and,  i>erhaps,  trade  relations  with 
the  dwellers  l>eyond  tlie  Great  WalL 

J^o  sooner  wei^  his  plans  and  projects  made  known  to  me 
than  the  scarcely  subdued  feeling  of  inquisitiveness  was 
again  roused,  and  anotlit'r  desperate  attempt  was  resolved 
iipi>n  to  obtain  leave,  for  the  pur[M3se  of  accompanying  Mr. 

JI through  all  the  ]>rospective  risks,  adventures,  and 

obstacles  incidental  to  siich  trips,  regardless  of  the  warnings 
thro^^i  out  atjout  the  danger  of  tmvelling  in  a  eountr},  the 
inhabitimts  of  which  had  seiircely  yet  returned  to  their  homes 
from  the  fields  where  they  had  met  ioid  l>een  defeated  by  our 
troops.  They  were  generally  acknoivledged  to  be  the  most 
foniiidable  of  all  the  tribes  who  niust^T  under  the  Imperial 
standard.  The  insufferable  tempemture  gave  other  friends 
a  mtlier  good  reason  for  plying  me  with  serious  advice  and 
earnest  solicitations  *to  await  the  approach  of  the  autumn, 
when   the  weather  might  prove  more  auspicious,  and  less 
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danger  niiglit  be  appreheiuled  should  we  be  com[)elIed  to 
jounicy  in  the  middle  of  the  day.  But  I  had  sternly 
resolved  to  make  the  venture,  and,  greatly  to  my  delight, 
ray  leave  was  at  once  granted,  witliout  a  reference  to 
Peking  i  —  in  which  case  it  was,  indeed,  veiy  question- 
able whether  the  tour  would  have  been  looked  ujKin  with 
favourable  eyes.  Major-General  Stavely,  who  commanded 
the  garrison,  was  tully  impressed  with  the  good  results 
which  would  accrue  to  everyone  concerned  in  our  relatioiifi 
with  Cldna,  were  we  allowed^  without  scruple,  freely  to 
tnivei^se  the  country  in  every  direction  in  accordiuicc  with 
the  tenns  contained  in  the  ninth  article  of  the  Tix*aty. 

We  had  only  to  wait  for  the  authorised  form  of  passport 
from  the  consul  before  we  were  ready  to  stall;.  This  was 
procured  in  two  or  three  days — tlie  shortest  space  of  time 
in  wluch  the  pettifogging,  scribbling  Chinese  officials  could 
copy  out  all  the  particulars  from  the  English  pa|>er,  then 
note  those  puzzling  names  of  ours,  besides  inserting  num- 
bers  of  their  hieiTjglj^hics  iu  vacant  lines  on  the  Chhiese 
j>ortlon  of  the  document^  and  affixing  what  was  siiid  to  be  a 
seal,  but  which,  in  our  eyes,  bore  more  i*esemblance  to  a 
blotch  of  red-lead  and  oil. 

The  English  part  of  the  document  was  siagidarly  brief, 
and,  as  it  was  somewhat  of  a  novelty  in  its  way,  we  were 
particularly  careful  to  midce  ourselves  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  it. 


Ftosport  No. 


*  Britiflli  Gonsnliite,  Tien-tain : 


*  The  undersigned,  Her  Britannic  Majestj's  Consul  at 
Tien-tsiii,  requests  the  civil  and  military  authorities  of  tlie 
Emperor  of  China,  in  conformity  \rith  the   ninth   article  of 

the  Treaty  of  Tien-tsiii,  to  allow  Mr. ^,  a  British  subject, 

to  travel  freely,  and  without  hindrance  or  molestation,  in  the 
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Cliinese  empire,  and  to  give  him  protection  and  aid  in  case 
of  necessity. 

'  Mr. ,   being  a  person  of  known  respectability,  is 

desii-ous  of  proceeding  to  Newchwang,  and  this  passport  is 
^ven  him  on  condition  of  his  not  visiting  the  cities  or 
towns  occupied  by  the  insurgents ' — Signed  by  tlie  Consul. 
A  note  was  appended  on  the  other  side,  mtimating  '  that  all 
passports  must  be  countersigned  by  the  Chinese  authorities 
at  the  place  of  delivery,  and  must  be  produced  for  exami- 
nation on  the  demand  of  the  authorities  of  any  locality 
visited  by  the  bearer.  British  subjects  travelling  in  China 
without  a  passport,  or  committing  any  offence,  were  there 
said  to  be  liable  to  be  arrested  and  handed  over  to  the  nearest 
consul  for  punishment,'  which  ominous  threat  was  followed 
by  'Fee  One  Dollar,'  a  sum  that  was  not,  as  I  at  first 
unkindly  imagined,  to  be  applied  to  any  other  purpose  tlian 
that  of  rewarding  justice,  should  the  uifliction  of  the  menaced 
pains  and  penalties  be  awarded  on  conviction,  but  simply 
as  a  means  of  defraying  the  expenses  attendant  on  the 
issue  of  these  evidences  of  our  good  character  and  peaceable 
intentions. 

Through  xhe  kind  offices  of  a  friend  in  the  Chinese 
Customs,  a  more  ostentatious  authority  was  procured  for 
our  ser\^ice  from  the  Imperial  Commissioner  at  Tien-tsin, 
an  ai-ticle  got  up  quite  after  the  time-worshipped  fashions 
of  our  co-citizens  of  the  Central  Kingdom.  It  was 
mysterious  and  verbose  enough  for  the  most  fastidious  of 
Chinese  scholai*s,  inscribed  in  a  running  sort  of  hand, 
and  confined  within  certain  limits  by  a  kind  of  magic 
square  of  blue  ink,  elaborately  festooned  with  crooked 
dragons  and  flowers,  and  each  of  the  comers  defended  by 
one  of  those  terror-inspiring  monsters — a  wonderful  sort  of 
hybrid,  something  between  a  striped  French  poodle  and  a 
rabid  hippopotamus — which  are  met  with  eveiywhere  deli- 
neated in  stone,  wood,  or  metal,  and  which  seem  to  be  the 
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appointed  tutelary  itiastifFa  for  guarding  idl  manner  of  things^ 
especially  those  appertaining  to  the  Government, 

The  words  were  written  on  a  hirge  sheet  of  the  most 
delicate  cobwebliy  paper  that  cotdd  be  made,  and  it  required 
no  small  degree  of  patience  and  careful  manipulation  to 
unfold  it  and  examine  its  contents  without  reducing  it  to 
shreds* 

'Chung,'  it  said,  ^Imperial  Comniissioner  and  Super- 
intendent of  Tmde  for  the  three  Northern  ports,  issues  a 
passport  to  the  two  Englishmen  F.  and  M*  (names  twisted 
about  in  a  startling  and  almost  incomprehensible  manner  to 
suit  their  pronunciation),  who  propose  travelling  from  Tien- 
tain  to  Newchwangj  lest  they  shoidd  meet  with  any  obstruc- 
tions on  their  way.  Therefore,  on  their  presenting  this  pass, 
or  order,  at  places  on  the  it>ute,  the  local  Mandarins  are  to 
aid  them  and  facilitate  all  matters  connected  with  their 
journey/  '  A  pass  issued  to  the  two  Englishmen j  F.  and 
M.,*  was  subjected  to  an  almost  endless  number  of  repe- 
titions, and  the  date,  'the  Eleventh  year  of  the  Emperor 
Hien-fung,  fifth  mouthy  and  twenty-seventh  day,'  concluded 
the  strange  document,  which  was  tattooed  in  circles  and 
other  figures  in  red  ink  at  tliose  places  where  pai*ticular 
attention  was  called  to  certain  words  or  sentences  of  unusual 
import. 

We  thought  ourselves  fortunate  in  being  favoured  with 
this  mark  of  the  Imperial  Commissioner's  desire  to  lend  his 
aid  to  strangei's  travelling  through  his  suspicion  sly -guarded 
country,  and  though  we  did  not  then  deem  the  paper  of 
nmeh  importance,  seeing  we  had  already  a  more  potent 
instrument,  yet  we  sunnised  that  it  might  prove  of  value  at 
gome  time  or  other  on  the  way. 

It  was  decided  that,  in  spite  of  the  hot  unfavounible 
weather,  we  should  travel  tlie  whole  distance  on  the  backs  of 
Tartar  ponies,  as  riding  was  not  only  more  favourable  for 
expluring,  sight -seeing,  imd  speed,  but  much  more  com  pa- 
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tible  with  sound  limbs  and  intact  spines  than  confinement 
in  the  narrow,  springless,  wooden-axle-treed  boxea  of  native 
carts,  that  were  dragged  ruthlessly  through  and  over  all 
sorts  c£  pxths  and  roads. 

A  single  cart-  was,  nevertheless,  necessaty  to  carry  the 
small  stock  of  provisions  we  considered  it  ad\n sable  to  have 
Bith  us  in  ease  of  need,  as  we  knew  nothinjf  of  the  nature 
and  resources  of  the  country  beyond  twenty  miles  to  the 
north-east  of  Tien-tsin,  and  were  unwilling  to  trust  too 
much,  at  first,  to  the  hospitality  of  the  people  we  ventured 

amongf^t,  *  As  M had  providently  brought  with  him, 

trom  Shanghai,  a  tolemble  supply  of  rounds  of  cimiater  con- 
taining the  essences  and  quintessences  of  everything  nutri- 
tious to  be  found  at  home,  and  had  also  speculated  largely 
in  rice  as  a  stand-by  when  everything  else  should  fail,  we 
could  not  begrudge  the  delay  tliat  might  attend  the  progress 

such  a  vehicle,  the  more  especially  as  it  also  carried  the 

ry  slender  stock  of  clothing  and  bedding  that  could  not  be 
dispensed  with,  unless  we  were  indeed  very  hard  pressed. 

I  purchased  a  rough,  raw-boned  tyke  of  a  Tartar  pony — 
whose  body  was  a  series  of  salient  angles  and  ridges,  with 
unsightly,  and  by  no  means  symmetrical,  protuberances  in 
the  most  conspicuous  places — fitjm  a  roguish  Chinese  horse* 
de^er  who  had  ail  the  vices  and  dodges  of  his  Western  con- 
freres^ without  a  single  redeeming  quality,  except  that  of 
showinsr  off  his  stud  in  a  manner  that  would  do  infinite 
credit  to  a  more  enlightened  and  conscientious  trafficker  in 
the  equine  species ;  telling  at  the  same  time  as  many  false- 
hoods about  the  age  and  gootl  traits  of  his  various  beasts  as 
would  have  ruined  the  reputation  of  the  most  depraved 
screw-dealer  in  London. 

Altliough  01  u-  purchase  looked  the  most  unpromising 
to  the  eye  of  a  casual  obsen  cr,  and  was  the  cheapest  of  the 
lot  brouglit  for  our  inspection,  the  rascally  vendor  demanded 
forty  dollars.    We  gave  twenty.    There  was  a  confident  look 


It 


SEARCH    FOR    All    IKTERPRETER. 


of  *  feir  aiid  caay  goes  iar  in  a  day'  about  the  animal,  a  sort  of] 
atubbom,  never-knock-up  expression  not  only  in  its  dejected  [ 
physiognomy,  but  in  its  shagg^^  legs,  rotund  abdomen,  and 
unkempt  mane  and  tail;  and  1  felt  so  satisfied  that  he 
would  not  deceive  my  expectations  as  to  his  endurance  that  j 
I  not  only  did  not  trouble  myself  about  investing  in  a  super- j 
numerary  animal  for  an  emergency,  but  even  declined  giving] 
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this  one  a  trial  until  tlie  very  day  on  which  we  were  actually 
mounted  to  pTOceed  on  our.  road. 

Eveiy  tiling  was  speedily  arranged,  with  the  exception  of  j 
one  im|>ortant  matter,  the  engagement  of  an  interpreter;  andf 

this  was  discovered  to  be  the  most  emburrassing  business  of] 

alh     M- 's  sei'vant,  a  Shanghai  or  Cantonese  boy,  knew 

but  little  of  the  dialect  of  North  China,  and  at  best  bore  but 
a  sorry  clmnicter  as  a  useful  assistant;  so  it  was  deemed 
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expedient  to  dispense  with  his  services  altogether,  and 
engage  one  of  the  Canton  people  who  were  arriving  daily, 
almost,  at  Tien-tsin.  They  can  talk  and  understand  the 
local  patois^  and  are  generally  ready,  for  a  high  rate  of 
wages,  to  lend  themselves  to  the  foreigners  whom  they  have 
followed  from  the  South.  But  an  overland  trip  to  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  Gulf  of  Pecheli  had  no  attractions  for  them. 
They  probably  saw  nothing  in  it  but  starvation  and  discom- 
fort, and  perhaps  a  strong  chance  of  decapitation,  should  we 
be  so  unfortunate  as  to  draw  down  upon  us  the  vengeance 
or  ill-will  of  the  people  beyond  the  wall.  After  searching 
amongst  these  adventurous  exotics,  and  enduring  a  good 
share  of  foul  odour  in  the  lowly  localities  in  which  they  stow 
themselves,  we  could  only  find  one  boy  who  showed  any 
desire  to  treat  with  us,  and  even  he  would  accept  nothing 
less  than  thirty  dollars  a  month.  To  this  exorbitant  sum 
we  were  obliged  to  assent  as  the  only  means  of  getting 
out  of  our  difficulty.  After  concluding  the  bargain,  he 
shrewdly  turned  up  his  childish  face,  and  gave  us  a  cunning 
leer  from  underneath  his  angular  eyelids,  with  the  air  of  a 
veteran  diplomatist,  enquiring,  '  What  pigeon*  you  wanchee 
make  so  long  way?'  He  was  informed  that  we  wanted  to 
make  'the  look  see  pigeon.'  His  countenance  dropped  at 
once,  for  he  knew  such  business  is  always  hazardous  with 
such  a  jealous  people.  We  had  then  every  reason  to  doubt 
his  good  faith  and  intention  to  adhere  to  the  agi'eeraent, 
and  placed  no  great  reliance  on  his  appearing  at  the  rendez- 
vous by  the  appointed  hour  next  day,  when  we  had  deter- 
mined on  commencing  our  trip. 

*  Pigeon  is  the  current  word  for  business,  and  Wanchee  to  seek  or  desire. 
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English' ^  SIGHT  of  the  western  modntains — toe   vit^lage  of 

TE-TAD   AND    ITS    INN — A  RESTLESS    NIGHT  AND  A  MOSQUITO  ENTERTAIN* 

llENT, 

BY  midday  of  the  6th  we  were  ready  to  leave  Tieii-tsin^ 
and  having  collected  all  our  travelling  equipment  at  a 
merchant's  house  in  tlie  main  street,  and  stowed  it  carefully 
away  into  the  cart,  with  our  ponies  ready  to  be  mounted,  we 
only  awaited  the  somewhat  doubtful  arrival  of  the  Cantou 
interpreter-  But  hour  after  hour  passed  away,  and  still  he 
made  no  appearance,  neither  could  his  whereabouts  be  dis- 
covered, until  it  was  sufficiently  obvious  that  he  had  shirked 
the  task,  broken  the  contract,  and  hid  himself;  so,  chagrined 
at  having  delayed  so  long  on  his  account,  we  adopted  the 

only  course  left  open,  which  was  to  take  M^ 's  servant^ 

who,  though  he  might  be  no  scholar  and  could  scarcely 
make  himself  undei'stood,  would  prove  better  than  no  intei> 
preter  at  all.  Accordingly,  the  youth  was  sent  for ;  a  suspi- 
cious interval  of  time  elapseil,  and  after  spending  another 
impatient  period,  an  old  comprador  of  the  house,  a  Chinese 
of  business  habits,  but  slow  speech,  approached  us  in  deli- 
bemte  strides,  and,  %vith  an  expression  of  countenance  worthy  J 
of  faithful  old  Caleb  Balderston  when  he  communicated  the 
woful  destruction  of  the  dinner  to  the  Laird  of  llavenswood, 
announced  that  Hhat  piecey  boy  have  whilo,'*  and  he  couldn't 

*   IJliiio,  lo  run  away. 
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*savey'  where  he  had  gone.  Diligent  search  was  made,  but 
in  vam,  for  tlie  artful  vagabond  had  removed  lus  goods 
and  chattels  to  some  other  establishment j  given  his  master 
a  Gallic  good-bye,  and  sallied  out  to  tmvel  on  Iiis  owtx 
account.  This  was  mortitying  in  the  extreme,  and  we  saw 
no  chance  of  finding  a  substitute  for  these  shppery  elves. 
But  whatever  might  betide  we  were  obliged  to  start ;  indeed, 
pch  trifling  impediments  to  our  advance  only  made  us  the 
more  detennined  to  lea\e  at  once,  and  before  other  and 
perhaps  more  serious  mishaps  should  deter  us  from  proceed- 
ing altogether. 

My   hopes    of   success    were    now    firmly    concentrated 

on    M^ ,  who  certainly   had    the   advantage   of  a  long 

residence  and  much  tmvelling  in  China  to  initiate  him  into 
the  mysterious  rudiments  of  the  Hwa  Yen  or  flowery  lan- 
giiage,  though  he  modestly  confessed  that  he  had  but  little 
fidth   in  his  abUitiea    that  way,  smd    expressed   misgivings 

to  his  slight  experience  in  it  l>eing  of  any  ser\ice  what- 
ever. Ab  fur  myself^  I  only  knew  a  few  of  the  simplest 
words  of  the  common  form  of  speech  used  in  the  country, 
picked  up  casuiilly  in  a  year's  buflfeting  about;  so  I  did  not 
consider  myself  even  competent  to  assist  my  companion  in 
U^ie  lalK>ur  which  now  devolved  upon  him-  It  was,  there- 
fore^ with  somewhat  gloomy  forebodings  of  being  unable  to 
acquire  information  on  the  road,  and  with  a  dubious  termi- 
nation to  the  little  expedition  looming  before  us,  that  we 
got  under  way. 

Our  suite,  in  addition  to  the  carter,  comprised  only  one 
individuiil — an  atomy  of  a  Peking  groom,  who  was,  besides, 
a  rigid  Hoimni  Catholic,  and  therefore  entitled  to  a  greater 
share  of  confidence  and  trust  than  one  of  the  common  uncon- 
verted,    M had  mounted  him  on  a  gaunt  great  pony, 

the  better  to  enable  him  to  lead  another,  which  was  reserved 
for  a  break-down,  and  the  little  man  thought  it  but  right 
that   he  should  make  as  much  of  the  occasion  as  possible,  so 
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he  had  got  himself  up  iTi  his  beet — as  we  suniaised  his  only 
— suit  of  blue  cotton;  the  bottoms  of  his  mde  pantaloons 
were  neatly  tucked  into  tlie  legs  uf  snuw-white  soeks  at  the 
ankle,  gaiter  fiishion,  and  his  feet  were  encased  in  careftilly- 
mended  shoes,  while  his  little  scraggy  head  was  roofetl  by  a 
short  conical  hat  of  cane,  with  a  luxuriant  tassel  of  red 
isilk  depending  from  the  apex,  euuI  fringing  his  face,  ears,  and 
tail.  Sittbig  lx>lt  upnght  in  his  high-peaked  saddle,  his  feet 
entering  no  furtlicr  than  the  ball  of  the  big  toe  into  those 
ponderous  stiiTup-irona  with  dragons'  heads  peering  out  fix>m 
each  side,  and  wearing  yet  the  gilding  of  other  days,  Ma-foo^ 
as  he  was  soon  christened,  from  his  occupation  as  horse-keeper^ 
looked  not  at  all  araiss,  and  doubtless  felt  all  he  looked. 

The  muleteer  having  declared,  positively,  that  he  was 
perfectly  acquainted  with  the  road  between  Tien-tsiu  and 
Newchwmg,  we  began  to  gather  assurances  of  luck,  and 
had  not  proceeded  far  before  misgivings  had  given  place  to 
feelings  of  gladness  in  the  prospect  of  leading  such  a  dis- 
agi\.^eable  place,  if  only  fur  a  day.  Even  before  we  had  been 
many  minutes  in  the  sauhJIe  we  commenced  diverting  onr 
minds  to  other  subjects ;  among  them  we  considered,  with  a 
freedom  of  thought  which  we  dared  not  to  have  assumed  on 
ordinary  days,  why  the  Chinese,  with  a  perversity  of  purpose 
and  inconsistency  of  expression  unknoTvn  to  any  other  bninch 
of  the  Innnan  family,  shouhl  designate  such  a  Babel  as  this 
Tieti-tsin — such  an  agglomemtion  of  everything  uimatu rally 
fantastic  and  nasty  by  such  a  pompously  sweet-sounding 
name  as  that  of  the  '  Heavenly  Spot,'  or  '  Heavenly  Ford,' 
for  it  seems  there  is  a  difference  of  opinion  amongst  those 
most  learned  in  their  grotesque  adligraphy  m  to  the  inter- 
pretation of  the  characters  that  compose  the  titk- — not 
that  it  matters  nnich  which  of  the  two  may  be  finally  decided 
upon  as  the  eori*ect  one,  for  the  place  by  either  name,  or  by 
any  other  that  the  most  devoted  Son  of  Han  can  confer  upon 
it,  will  smell  as  sweetly  to  Chinese  noses,  and  as  revoltingly 


ITS  SIGHTS  AND  SOUNDS.  17 

vile  to  those  of  Britons.  It  bears  nothing  either  within 
or  around  it  to  give  the  most  liberal-minded  traveller  the 
faintest  shadow  of  an  excuse  for  giving  it  any  other  cha- 
racter than  that  of  a  fusty  accumulation  of  low  dwellings 
and  unclean  human  beings  shut  in  from  all  sanitary  mea- 
sures, and  perpetually  enveloped  in  an  insalubrious  atmo- 
sphere of  unpleasant  odours.  It  is,  in  truth,  the  most  un- 
celestial  spot  that  any  rigid  materialist  could  visit. 

Here  we  were  moving  along  sinuous  streets,  like  no  other 
streets  of  China,  for  the  largest  amount  of  traffic  compressed 
into  the  smallest  possible  space,  our  ears  assailed  by  the 
stunning  din  of  noisy  confebulators  and  stormy  rival  traders 
who  reiterate  their  numerous  cries  in  the  loudest  roars 
they  can  fabricate  mto  words  bristling  with  harsh  gut- 
tural aspirations.  On  each  side,  from  the  old  clothes  shops, 
came  a  clanging  sing-song  chorus  from  boisterous  salesmen 
who  turn  out  and  toss  over  their  soiled  and  faded  Mppery 
as  they  bawl  to  the  passers-by  an  invitation  to  purchase 
such  a  handsome  magwa*  which  Avill  be  sold  for  next  to 
nothing,  and  there  is  a  pair  of  inexpressibles  to  match,  fit 
for  a  Mandarin.  Now  we  are  stopped  by  a  busy  throng  of 
pedestrians,  each  bent  on  business,  but  who  are  immediately 
sent  flying  by  a  gang  of  shouting,  slanging  coolies,  who  com- 
pletely sweep  the  narrow  thoroughfare  with  their  ponderous 
loads,  dissipate  crowds  as  if  by  magic,  and  cram  the  unfor- 
tunate individuals  into  every  nook  and  cranny  they  can 
squeeze  in,  in  their  irresistible  progress  to  some  European 
hong.  Again,  we  obtain  an  undesirable  post  on  the  margui 
of  a  copious  cloud  of  savoury  steam  issuing  from  a  collec- 
tion of  bubbling  cauldrons  and  hissing  stew-pans,  while 
endeavouring  to  steal  out  of  the  intolerable  sun  to  ensconce 
ourselves  under  the  shadowy  recess  of  a  huge  square-topped 
cotton  umbrella  and  the  adjoining  wall!     We  arc  instantly 

•  Jacket. 
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and  vigorously  attacked  by  a  mob  of  beggars — and  suet 
beggars !  who  seize  the  welcome  opportunity  of  leaving  the 
cooking  operations,  which  tliey  had  been  watcliing  with  the 
saliva-exciter!  intentness  of  starving  men,  to  besiege  us  with 
their  horribly  dolesomc  itemtions  of  '  Chow-chow-a,'  the 
general  word  for  food,  adding^  when  our  hand  is  slow  in 
moving  towards  the  jxicket,  '  SM-lung,  shi-lung,  cash ;'  it  is 
coldj  it  is  cold ;  money !  This  fallacy  is  usually  rewarded 
by  a  trifle,  for  they  who  employ  it  know  full  well  that  the 
remembrance  of  a  mendicant*s  gelid  existence  during  a 
North  China  mntcr  ought  to  reach  the  heart  of  any  human 
being  who  has  mtnessed  his  suflFerings,  sooner  than  any 
hot-weather  expressions  they  might  insert  among  their 
numerous  importmiities- 

Once  mora  we  threiid  our  narrow  course,  but  have 
not  measured  many  yards  wfien  the  cart-wheel  upsets  two 
wooden  buckets  of  indescribable  slops  which  evolve  the 
most  abommably  foetid  gases  possible  to  conceive.  Before 
we  have  time  to  pull  up,  the  contents  of  an  apple-st^Jl 
are  mingled  with  the  diabolical  debris^  to  the  confusion  of 
the  owner,  who,  however,  saves  us  any  further  annoyance 
by  vie^ving  the  accident  merely  as  an  accident,  and  consoles 
himself  with  a  philosophical  equanimity  worthy  of  admi- 
ration, while  he  svt%  about  repairiiig  the  misfortune  as  best 
he  may.  The  tradesmen  and  stall-keepei^s  show  but  little 
sympathy,  and  the  fowl-sellers  lose  no  time  in  plying  us  hard 
with  their  feathered  commodities,  which  they  thrust  under 
our  veiy  eyes,  persisting  in  designating  their  goods  jis  ^fish,* 
asking  us  to  make  an  offer  to  theii*  demand  of  '  lly  much,' 
as  they  are  pleased  to  interpret  'how  much?'  in  their  buy- 
ing and  selling  transactions* 

We  have  passed  though  the  market-place,  througli  that 
linique  nest  of  tumult  and  ill -flavoured  goods  styled  Charing 
Cross,  and  mth  some  ditiiculty  have  managed  to  shave  the 
edge  of  the  narrow  earthen  pavement  that  lies  before  the 
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shop  of  the  enterprising  confectioner  and  pastrycook  for 
whom  some  obliging  customer  has,  with  an  eye  to  a  world- 
famed  and  a  long-established  reputation,  borrowed  the  unim- 
peachable name  of  Gunter,  and  emblazoned  it  on  a  respectable 
square  of  dingy  pasteboard,  with  various  other  notifications 
in  English  of  an  accommodating  nature.  The  small  space 
before  the  counter  is,  as  it  always  happens  to  be,  crowded 
to  excess,  and  the  nimble  servants  behind  the  high  partition 
are  naked  to  the  waist,  as  all  shopmen  are  in  sudoriferous 
weather,  busily  dispensing  the  most  enticing  and  agreeable 
of  comfits  and  irresistible  morsels  of  pastry  to  all  classes 
of  the  conununity.  *  How  do,  come  in,  tak'  cup  tea — 
sponge-cak,'  our  old  friend  calls  out,  with  his  customary 
good-natured  smile,  and  then  repeats  the  invitation  in 
French  to  make  certain  that  we  understand  him,  or  to  show 
that  he  can  address  himself,  with  ease,  in  either  of  the  lan- 
guages, for  he  is  studying  them  both  with  very  laudable 
industry,  and  making  wonderful  progress  too. 

We  decline  the  proffered  bait,  which  would  subject  us  to 
an  hour's  catechising  by  this  erudite  student  of  the  allied 
tongues,  and  in  a  few  minutes  more  of  crushing  and  halting 
are  at  the  termination  of  that  long,  narrow,  devious  suburban 
lane  which  constitutes  the  Regent  Street,  the  Mall,  the 
Charing  Cross,  the  Fleet  Street,  and  the  Billingsgate  of 
Tien-tsin,  but  which  looks  like  nothing  we  ever  saw  in 
the  shape  of  a  street  or  thoroughfare ;  it  seems  more  like 
an  unwilling  compromise  between  a  Stamboul  bazaar,  a 
decayed  and  wasted  Holywell  Street  of  many  years  ago,  and 
an  alley  in  an  English  country-town  during  fair  time,  than 
any  other  locality  of  which  we  have  any  experience. 

Turning  sharply  to  the  left,  we  are  within  a  hundred 
yards  of  the  bridge  of  boats  across  the  Peiho,  for  which  we 
steer,  but  intercept  the  march  of  a  squad  of  naked  urchins, 
aimed  with  sticks  and  reeds  got  up  as  imitative  firelocks, 
who,  with  mock  alacrity  and  steadiness,  form  up,  as  best 
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they  can,  to  give  us  a  military  compliment,  after  the  mamier 
of  their  invaders.  Their  pompous  ragamuffin  of  a  leader 
haUoos,  in  no  veiy  despicable  fashion,  as  one  of  ns  almost 
rides  over  liim^  '  Car'  aiins^  present  amis,*  but  before  the 
salute  has  been  rendered  we  are  rattling  along  the  imequally 
undulating  planks  of  the  floating  communication  between 
the  British  and  French  banks  of  the  river^  to  the  great 
hazard  of  the  miscellaneous  staUs  and  baskets  of  trumpery 
goods  on  each  side-  It  is  ebb-tide,  and  the  old  turbid  mud- 
bearing  stream — the  supposed  jtLvta  mafjmim  flurimn  of 
the  Latin  edition  of  '  Slareo  Polo '  —  sweeps  with  a  gurgling 
grumble  against  and  through  the  interspaces  of  the  wooden 
barrier^  as  it  beam  onwards  its  earthy  burden  to  the  gulf. 

The  ascent  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  bank  is  a  steep  one 
of  loose  planks,  and  the  caii;  mules  have  enough  to  do  to  get 
to  the  top  and  ol^tain  a  footing  on  the  road  above,  which  is 
little  better  tlian  a  tbotpath  that  has  lost  itself  on  the  moulder- 
ing banks  that  overhang  the  waters  below-  Here  we  pause 
to  rest  for  a  few  moments,  but  arc  made  sufficiently  wretched 
at  the  sight  of  a  deliquescent  French  sentry  who,  on  tliat 
afternoon  of  July  6,  when  Fahrenheits  thermometer  in- 
dicated ninetj'-scven  in  the  shade,  looked  sweltered  and 
faint  as  he  leant  on  his  musket  in  the  same  heavy  cloak, 
coat,  wrapper,  or  whatever  other  name  it  may  go  by,  the 
same  cap  and  trousers  of  never-varying  hue,  and  the  same 
gaitered  boots  in  which  it  had  been  ordained  that  he  should 
pass  the  -winter's  cold.  Poor  Jean  Rotir !  your  long  blue 
coat,  diminutive  casquet,  and  flaring  red  pantaloons,  are  not 
exactly  suited  to  your  lively  temperament  in  j^our  present 
exposed  situation. 

To  die  lor  one's  country  is  the  glory  of  the  seldier,  and 
the  greatest  sacrifice  he  can  offer  on  the  altar  of  duty;  but 
surely  the  soldier  may  expect  tliat  his  life  shall  be  vnlued 
and  his  comfort  considered.  It  must  be  just  as  impossible 
for  a  soldier  to  do  his  countrj^  that  fuU  measure  of  patriotic 
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•  servitude  which  it  seeks  from  him,  as  to  be  toujours  gaze 
when  on  the  verge  of  syncope  or  coup-de-soleil ;  and  unless 
the  characteristic  and  umate  vivacity  of  the  Frenchman  be 
maintained  and  cared  for,  we  can  hardly  imagine  his  meagre 
frame  holding  out  long  under  such  an  adverse  state  of 
affairs. 

How  differently  does  the  sentry  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  river  look,  as  he  stands  in  the  shade  of  his  box,  which, 
though  only  a  mat  one,  is  still  a  protection.  He  is  as  suit- 
ably clothed  as-  the  most  serviceable  white  American  drill 
will  allow,  which,  for  amplitude  of  coat  and  trousers,  as 
well  as  lightness  of  texture,  would  excite  the'env}"  and 
desire  of  his  fellows  at  home  duiing  the  dog  days ;  while  his 
cerebral  circulation  is  shielded  from  danger  under  the  aegis 
of  a  helmet  fit  for  an  Achilles  or  an  Ajax.  And  yet — 
perfidious  climate  —  not  many  months  ago,  we  saw  him 
almost  buried  under  a  mass  of  woollens  heaped  upon 
hun,  m  an  external  sheep-skin  robe  large  enough  to  con- 
ceal the  carcase  of  a  Patagonian,  with  a  fur  cap,  hot  and 
heavy  enough  for  a  foot  guardsman's  bear-skin,  stuck  as 
closely  about  his  head  and  ears  as  if  it  had  groAvn  there ;  and 
as  he  moved  quickly  about  on  his  post,  and  stamped  his 
feet,  which  were  then  experiencing  that  abstraction  of 
heat  peculiar  to  a  temperature  below  zero,  notwithstanding 
their  concealment  in  the  recesses  of  his  impenetrable,  yellow, 
elephantine  boots,  we  thought  him  the  queerest-looking 
animal  in  creation. 

But  he  was  then,  and  is  now,  clothed  and  cared  for  as 
befits  the  season ;  and  as  his  existence  is  considered  valuable 
to  the  nation  which  sent  him  on  duty  to  a  distant  region,  he 
is  vigilantly  pro\dded  for  in  all  things  that  can  conduce  to 
preserv-e  him  efiicient,  as  no  other  fighting  man,  we  dare  to 
say,  is  cared  for  in  the  world ;  for  never  was  the  British 
soldier  better  waited  on,  nor  his  requirements  so  much 
attended  to,  in  th(i  almost  paternal  solicitude  manifested 
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towards  liirn  in  this  the  most  distant  corner  of  the  umvei*se 
to  which  he  has  yet  victoriously  cairicd  his  anns* 

Threading  the  dirty  labyrinthine  passage  formed  by  the 
crowd  of  heterogeneous  mud  and  brick  dwellings  that  con- 
stitute this  suburb  —  the  '  French  side,'  as  it  is  called 
since  its  occupation — ^and  patiently  submitting  to  the  bewdl- 
deruig  jangle  of  machines  and  tongues,  the  dit  donc^s^  com- 
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hien^B^  sacre%  and  comme  qa's  of  a  painfully  imitative  yellow- 
skinned  people,  we,  in  ^racess  of  time,  free  ourselves  of  the 
environing  Iiovels  that  fringe  the  margin  of  the  city,  follow 
the  narrow  path  which  leads  through  the  waste  gi^ound 
interv^ening  between  the  houses  and  the  encompassing  ^  San- 
ko-lm-tsin's  Folly '^  as  the  twelve  miles  of  gingerbread  en- 
trenchment is  termed,  that  extends  like  a  great  hoop  around 
the  key  of  Peking,  and  which  was  deemed  by  the  valiant 
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Tartar  General  a  sure  defence  against  us  last  year — pass 
through  a  breach  in  its  structure,  and  are  in  the  open  plain 
beyond.  Immediately  we  can  perceive  an  agreeable  dif- 
ference in  the  temperature  and  in  the  odoriferous  con- 
stitution of  the  atmosphere ;  we  can  breathe  freely ; 
we  have  left  behind  us  that  horribly  noisome  stench  that 
[)ermeates  everything,  and  finds  its  entrance  everyivhere, 
until  it  rises  in  almost  \isible  reality  before  us ;  and  we  have 
distanced  that  heavy  oveq)Owering  sense  of  suffocation  that 
anyone  may  experience  when  he  stands  before  a  blazing 
fiiniace  at  midsummer. 

The  wind  blows  sickly  and  feverish  across  the  monotonous 
unvarying  plain,  still  it  lends  a  refreshing  sensation  never 
ex[>erienced  Avithin  the  walls  of  the  densely-packed  town ;  and 
though  the  sun's  rays  are  launched  forth  as  fiercely  as  ever,  they 
are  partially  mitigated  by  the  green  and  yellow  of  the  crops, 
which  wave  gently  on  each  side  of  our  patli.  So  that  before 
we  have  left  Tien-tsin  in  obscurity,  the  doubts  with  which 
we  started  have  melted  away,  and  we  have  put  up  before 
our  mental  vision  the  old-fashioned  school-boy  proverb  : — 

Superanda  omuls  fortuna  ferendo. 

The  mule  driver  seemed  anxious  to  dispel  any  misgivmgs 
we  might  have  entertained  as  to  the  speed  of  the  mules  he 
dix)ve  as  we  moved  through  the  Tien-tsin  streets,  for  he  now 
'  chirruped  and  tirred  in  a  most  inspiriting  manner,  as  if  he 
would  never  stop.  The  brutes  went  along  Avith  their  light 
load  at  an  easy  pace  of  five  or  six  miles  an  hour,  with- 
out any  apparent  fatigue  or  relaxation,  while  our  ponies 
shuflied  out  their  uncouth  limbs  in  a  measured  stride,  which 
they  only  interrupted  at  stray  intervals  to  steal  a  mouthful  of 
the  tempting  herbage  that  grew  in  dangerous  proximity  to 
their  incisoi*s.  We  trotted  l)etween  small  fields  of  hemp 
and  millet,  with  now  and  again  maize  and  melons  in  small 
patches,    where    mahogany-coloured    labourers  —  nak(jd    as 
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when  they  were  first  ushered  into  existence — are  toiling 
and  scrapmg  with  unwearied  industiy,  their  queues  concealed 
in  the  shred  of  blue  or  white  cotton  tied  round  their  heads 
to  protect  them  from  the  sun ;  and  tlu-ough  uninteresting 
little  villages  of  earthen  houses,  bearing  long  unpronounceable 
names.  The  best  buildings  are  the  temples  \rith  their  walls 
of  blue  brick,  their  roofs  of  concave  and  convex  tiles  lurking 
beneath  the  pleasant  shade  of  old  Avillow  trees  planted  cen- 
turies ago. 

We  are  stopped  near  a  ditch,  by  an  old  man  and  two  boys, 
who  significantly  point  to  a  small  wooden  trough  and  two 
buckets,  wliich  quickly  catch  the  eyes  of  our  quadrupeds. 
Little  need  is  there  to  ciy  halt,  for  ^Wthout  any  intimation 
from  us  they  pull  up,  and  as  soon  as  water  had  been  carried 
from  the  reservoir  to  tlie  measure,  tliey  plunge  theii'  faces  deep 
m  the  brackish  liquid,  from  whence  they  are  loth  to  mthdraw 
them.  The  old  man,  who  thinks  it  not  only  the  convenience, 
hut  the  duty,  of  every  passenger  to  halt  and  refresh  his 
animals  before  proceeding  further,  surmises  we  have  come  to 
shoot,  and  points  Avitli  his  mthered  old  arm  to  a  cluster  of 
three  or  four  scraggy  willows  on  wliose  branches  a  pair  of 
jabbering  magi)ies  and  a  coterie  of  unmusical  crows  have 
perched.  We  shake  our  heads,  and  think  the  opportunity 
Ji  good  one  to  take  soundings  in  Chhiese,  so  ask  liim  .in 
^landarin  speech,  with  a  strong  English  accent,  the  name  of 
the  next  village.  He  thinks  for  a  great  number  of  seconds, 
\rith  his  wrinkled  old  face,  and  with  eyes  and  mouth  staring 
iit  us  fixedly,  and  at  last,  with  a  feeble  oscillation  of  that 
venerable  omnium,  shouts  out,  loud  enough  to  be  heard  a  mile 
off,  ^  Pu'toonfj'U'haJ 

He  did  not  understand  our  language,  though  we  six)ke 
in  his  OAni,  and  with  this  early  inausi^cious  attempt  to 
test  our  knowledge  of  the  colloquial,  we  were  about  to 
leave  in  disgust  when  the  eldest  boy,  a  thorough  Flib- 
bertigibbet, called   out   as   if  in   mockery,   extending   his 
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little  fist  at  the  same  time,  *  Fukey,  my  much,  my  much, 
cash,  cash!'  Now  although  *  fukey,'  in  the  vernacular  of 
the  Southern  pro\nnces,  means  'friend,'  or,  as  some  say, 
'  stranger,'  beyond,  and  to  the  north  of  the  Shangtung  pro- 
montory, it  has  no  meaning,  and  has  on  every  possible 
occasion  been  applied  by  saltwater  Jack  and  sod-crushing 
John  to  all  Chinese,  no  matter  whether  male  or  female, 
quite  irrespective  of  the  particular  locality  or  province  they 
may  inhabit,  or  he  may  visit,  until  at  length  the  painfully 
popular  cognomen  has  recoiled  on  the  donors,  and  now 
everywhere  in  and  around  Tien-tsin,  the  new  terra  incognita 
of  .Western  wanderers,  the  vagabond  sans-adottes  unmer- 
cifully pelt  the  allies  with  what  they  may  justly  consider 
an  opprobrious  or  appropriate  epithet.  '  My  much '  is  an 
indigenous  translation  of  '  how  much,'  or  '  how  sell,  how 
buy,'  in  the  slang  of  the  canaille  and  petty  shopkeepers  of 
that  city ;  and  cash  passes  current  for  money,  but  we 
believed  that,  with  the  other  offensive  ingredients  of  that 
abhorred  place,  we  had  left  behind  us  the  ludicrously  dis- 
torted collection  of  words,  which  the  misguided  Chinese 
IxJch  forth  as  sound  English,  and  which  tlie  British  are 
labouring  to  teacli  when  and  wherever  they  are  required  to 
hold  communion  with  them. 

To  find  such  vcTbal  currency  in  this  out-of-the-way 
tract  surprised  and  disgusted  us  more  than  if  we  had 
run  foul  of  a  crocodile  in  these  maize  fields.  The  lively 
indignation  with  which  we  first  listened  to  it  at  Singapore 
was  mollified,  to  some  extent,  by  the  condoling  manner  in 
which  we  were  told .  that  the  Cliinese  could  not  pronounce 
many  of  our  simplest  words,  and  were  compelled  to  sub- 
stitute others,  as  well  as  to  insert  some  of  their  own,  that 
they  found  pretty  nearly  agreed  with  the  difficult  ones  in 
sound.  Subsequently  we  found  tlie  Northern  Chinese  not 
so  backward  in  making  use  of  Englisli  words  for  which 
the  Cantonese   have   exchanged   meaningless   sounds   quite 
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foreign  to  either  language.  To  say  the  least  of  it,  this 
is  a  ^-ile  mongrel  gibberish^  requiring  no  small  amount  of 
ingenuity  and  patience  to  acquire  and  comprehend  at  first 
starting,  especiall}'  when  mnmliled  over  by  an  adept  Southern 
Chinese  J  by  whom  each  word  is  rolled  out  with  the  same 
quiet  undistinguiahable  monotonous  drawl,  entirely  in  keep- 
ing with  the  serious  countenance  he  assumes,  hi  his  perplex- 
ing endeavour  to  thrust  as  many  words  into  a  sentence  as 
he  can. 

Though  the  language  now  boasts  a  grammar  and  a  voca- 
bulary, alike  necessary  fur  Chinese  and  Euro[)eans,  who 
are  obliged  to  acquii'e  it  ere  they  can  hold  intercourse 
with  each  other,  I  have  always  listened  to  a  conver- 
sation between  representatives  of  the  two  continents  with 
side-splitting  mirth,  which  I  could  not  for  the  life  of  me 
restrain,  eveti  when  serious  business  matters  were  discussed, 
or  a  grave  rebuke  was  being  administered  to  the  Chinaman* 
No  such  emotion  overcame  me  now,  as  it  was  apparent 
that  this  young  rascal  had  picked  up  these  fragments  of  a 
base  coin  somewhere,  and  was  endeavouring  to  palm  them 
off  on  us  m  the  real  article  of  commerce ;  so  I  at  first  pre- 
tended not  to  understand  him,  but  unavailingly ;  he  kne^v 
us  to  be  '  fukej's,'  and  repeated  his  demand  in  '  fukey ' 
speech*  Consequently  nothing  remained  but  to  give  him 
*  cash,*  and  a  few  words  to  add  to  his  slender  stock. 

What  a  curious  and  intricate  task  \\iU  the  S|K^ulative 
j^hilologist  have  in  some  future  age,  when  not  only  the 
British,  but  other  nations  trading  with  China,  have  in  tra- 
duced their  pet  words,  and  had  them  twisted  into  all  sorts 
of  shapes  and  intonations  to  suit  the  un^rieldy  tongues 
of  the  thirty  or  forty  millions  of  people,  who  are  anxious  to 
learn  ainihing  strange  or  uncouth,  if  so  be  it  answers  their 
purpose,  and  possesses  simplicity  and  matter  of  fact! 

As  it  is,  the  Anglo-Saxon  furnishes  by  far  the  largest 
instalment  of  ATOrds*    They  rule  paramoiuit  m  the  estimation 
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of  the  Chinese  whose  interest  they  serve.  In  truth,  the 
Celestials  find  English  so  accommodating  and  elastic,  and  the 
intellects  of  their  co-citizens  and  co-traders  so  acute,  that 
they  can  modify,  remodify,  and  introduce  an  infinity  of 
words,  until,  as  we  remember  at  Hong  Kong,  the  analogy 
between  the  copy  and  the  original  is  so  far  lost,  that  an 
officer  of  the  allied  army,  who  besought  the  aid  of  a 
friend  of  ours  in  some  business  with  a  native  merchant, 
fully  believed  the  conversation  that  ensued  to  have  been 
carried  on  in  Chinese.  He  even  went  the  length  of  com- 
plimenting the  accomplished  intermediator  as  to  his  fluency 
in  Celestial  phraseology.  Not  very  long  ago  an  amusing 
anecdote  was  told  of  an  English  and  French  rencontre^  in 
which  the  parties  concerned  were  unable  to  fmtemise  so 
fondly  as  they  mutually  desired,  owing  to  their  limited 
knowledge  of  each  other's  language.  Nothing  abashed  at 
the  shift  they  were  put  to,  they  found  a  convenient  medium 
of  expression  in  the  new  speech ;  in  this  they  only  imitated 
the  natives,  for  so  different  is  the  patois  of  the  Southerner 
to  the  Northern  tongue,  that  those  who  employ  them  are  as 
much  at  fault  to  speak  and  understand  one  another's  thoughts 
as  if  they  did  not  belong  to  the  same  great  family,  and  fly  at 
once,  and  as  if  by  instinct,  to  'pigeon  English.' 

Still  it  does  not  tend  to  raise  the  character  of  the  early 
traders  in  an  Englishman's  estimation,  to  think  that  such 
an  unpalatable  mixture  of  everything  whimsical  and  obtru- 
sively ridiculous  should  have  been  introduced  and  propagated 
with  better  success  than  things  of  far  greater  moment  and 
worth,  until  it  has  taken  such  deep  root,  and  assumed  such  a 
pseudo-genuine  character,  that  both  parents  seem  to  delight 
in  its  practice,  and  in  a  display  of  its  especial  peculiarities. 
Proud  of  the  mess  they  have  made  in  the  well  of  English 
so  defiled,  they  take  pains  to  acquire  a  sufficiency  of  the 
oglio  to  carry  on  trade  and  communication,  improving  or 
disintegrating  as  they  go  on.  until  the  original  words  are 
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transmogrified — ^  almost  deprived  of  their  etymology^  and 
laiiiiclied  forth  iinrccogiiisable  to  all  but  the  initiated. 

Moving  onwards  in  a  north-easterly  direction,  as  the 
sun  began  to  descend  towards?  the  em^h,  a  dark  mid  faintly 
defined  haze  appeared  in  the  thstant  west,  deeper  in  some 
spots  tlian  ill  othei's.     I  at  fii'st  thought  it  was  nothing  but 

a  bank  of  clouds,  until  M ,  whose  well-pmctised  eyes  had 

not  been  long  out  of  office,  gave  it  aa  his  ophiioii  that  we 
were  gazing  on  mouiitauis.  Sure  enougli,  as  we  drew  nearer, 
and  before  the  daylight  luid  been  exchanged  for  obscurity, 
tlie  irregulnr  outlines  of  two  higli  peaks  to^vei'ed  up  to  a  veiy 
respectable  lieight  in  the  dusky  ^k}\  and  the  misty  edges  of 
othei's  in  the  backgi'ound  became  more  distinct.  With  rti})tm'e 
and  delight  we  welcomed  agtun  the  'Western  mountains,* 
after  a  wearisome  residence  of  nearly  nine  months  on  a  phuii 
■with  notlung  higher  around  us  on  whicli  we  coukl  pet*ch  our- 
selves thmi  the  coidcal  momids  of  earth  that  mai*k  the  graves 
of  those  who  have  sahited  the  ivorkk  I  i^coUceted  well 
the  hist  time  I  saw  theui,  on  that  moniing  of  the  17th 
October,  when  they  stood  out  in  such  glorious  relief  from 
a  sky  beautifidh'  covered  ^vntli  cirri,  iimged  m  pandlel 
bars  from  yontli  to  noith,  liigh  hi  the  heavens ;  and  how 
surprised  I  was  tlien  to  notice  that  their  heads  and  sides 
were  rdi'eady  dap|*k'd  aiid  streaked  witli  silvery  snow  that 
had  fallen  no  one  knew  when.  And  I  also  thought  what 
a  sti^ange  thhig  it  seemed,  wlien  alx)Ut  the  middle  of  that 
same  day,  the  liills  nnd  the  sno\v  were  hid  in  dismal 
Btnnbre  clouds; — tliat  instead  of  a  bright  cheerful  sun,  we 
should  luive  coni[)arative  darkness  and  gloom,  vnth  gusts  of 
wuid^  cold  in  id  Inting  from  tlie  frigid  north,  sweepuig  down 
the  streets  of  the  Peking  suburb,  and  acix>ss  the  large  tract  of 
waste  gi'ound  over  which  the  funeral  cortege  of  our  imirtlered 
men  moved  slowly  in  the  Idinding  dust  carried  by  the  shiver- 
hig  blast,  until  the  Kussimi  cemetety  was  reached*  It  was  a 
notable  day  for  all,  and  the  noble  hills  at  whose  feet  the  sad 
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tragedy  had  been  enacted,  and  whose  grey  summits  fix)wned 
down  in  silent  reproof  on  the  torturers  of  helpless  men, 
skulked  for  very  shame  behuid  the  opportime  gloom  that 
wrapped  all  visible  nature  in  a  mournful  shade. 

When  the  twilight  had  forsaken  us,  and  everything  was  hid 
in  darkness,  after  groping  about  to  keep  on  the  proper  path,  we 
entered  the  village,  hamlet,  or  town  of  Te-tau — distant  forty 
leagues,  or  nearly  fourteen  miles  fix)m  Tien-tsin — a  most 
wretched  assemblage  of  earthen  buiTows  huddled  up  together, 
and  thrown  on  the  top  of  an  artificial  mound.  This  was 
hemmed  in  on  both  sides  by  a  canal  fed  from  a  small  lake 
somewhere  to  the  east,  spanned  over  by  a  couple  of  piHrniitive 
bridges  of  square  stone  slabs,  by  one  of  which  wc  rattled 
into  the  dark  main  street,  and  were  conducted  to  the  only 
inn  in  the  place,  where,  passing  through  a  narrow  gateway, 
we  entered  as  unpromising  and  neglected  an  establishment 
as  civilised  man  ever  ventured  into.  The  most  ^dllanous 
smells  greeted  us,  accompanied  by  a  flock  of  unwashed 
men,  who  by  their  obsequiousness  and  bawling,  and  readi- 
ness to  grapple  with  everj^hing  we  possessed,  seemed  to  be 
landlords  on  the  verge  of  bankruptcy,  but  with  very  meagre 
notions  of  business  and  civilitj'.  This  was  our  first  night's 
halt,  and  it  did  not  strike  either  of  us  as  a  place  likely 
to  afford  pleasant  or  even  tolerable  accommodation ;  but 
remembering  the  motto  with  which  we  had  set  out,  we 
could  not  well  gi'umble,  nor  did  we  feel  inclined  to  do 
so.  Joume}ing  hi  a  new  countiy  brings  such  an  amount  of 
excitement  and  expectancy  that  an  uncomfortable  night 
in  perspective  has  no  terrors,  though  one  feels  more  at  ease 
when  one  knows  that  a  quiet  chaml^er,  free  from  nocturnal 
small  fr}^,  and  destitute  of  gratuitous  aromas,  awaits  the 
termination  of  a  glowing  day's  ride. 

Our  ponies  were  led  through  a  mass  of  filth  to  where  some 
posts  were  fixed  in  the  ground,  mth  wooden  mangers  to  each; 
to  these  they  were  fastened,  and  in  the  mangers  they  were 
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supijosed  to  feed.  After  this  they  miorht  go  to  sleep  on  their 
legs,  for,  tied  up  so  close  to  the  stakes  that  tbeii'  kiiees  could 
not  reach  the  ground,  it  ivus  impossible  for  them  to  assume 
the  recumbent  position;  indeed^  we  have  always  noticed  that 
the  Chinese  never  allow  their  ponies  or  mules  by  .any  means 
to  rest  in  the  natural  mamier:  for  what  reason  we  could 
not  learn,  unless  it  be  that  tbmge  is  too  scarce  and  expen- 
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sive  to  be  made  bedding  of,  and  that  if  the  animals  lay  down 
in  the  mud  a  great  amount  of  thnc  and  labour  would  be 
expended  m  cleaning  them. 

Yet  the  same  treatment,  unnatural  and  prejudicial  though 
it  be,  is  in  vogue  at  Manila — where  the  ponies  are  continually 
kept  standing  on  wooden  platforms,  without  a  chance  of 
relieving  their  limbs  by  a  change  of  position  j  and  where,  it 
might  be  supposed,  the  Spaniards-  would  have  inculcated  a 


FOUL  ROOMS.  81 

better  management  of  the  hardy  little  beasts  bred  on  the 
Philippine  islands. 

It  was  now  our  turn  to  be  shown  the  '  cribs '  we  were  to 
occupy  for  the  night,  and  though  the  general  aspect  of  the 
place  gave  no  hopes  of  anything  like  luxuiy,  we  were  not 
prepared  to  adapt  ourselves  readily  to  the  hovel,  the  door  of 
which  was  ostentatiously  flung  Avidc  by  one  of  the  perfumed 
attendants.     Opening  like  a  cellar  from  the  courtyard,  this 
repulsive  room  exhibited  nothing  but  mud  and  cobwebs — 
mud  roof,  mud  walls,  mud  floor,  and  two  mud  benches,  one 
on  each  side,  to  serve  as  sitting  and  sleeping  places;  with  a 
bank  of  mud  between,  in  which  was  fixed  an  iron  pot  that 
had  been  but  recently  used  in  the  preparation  of  some  non- 
descript meal.     It  had  left  a  most  ungrateful  taint  to  mingle 
with  the  damp,  earthy  emanations  from  soil,  dust,  and  musty 
goods;  in  truth  it  was  of  such  a  nasty  character,  that  we  were 
driven  out  again  into  the  courtyard,  before  we  had  time  to 
examine  the  means  of  ventilation  afforded   by  two  small 
windows  covered  carefully  with  oiled  paper.     The  remaining 
rooms,  which  all  opened  into  the  courtyard,  like  so  many 
pig-styes,  were  even  worse.     We  had  almost  given  up  all 
thoughts  of  sleeping  under  cover,  when  a  lumber  or  store 
room  was  discovered  and  explored.     Though  it  was  about 
as    foul  a  place   as   the   other,  and  as   exempt  from   any 
claim  to  cleanliness,  it  was  pronounced  just  possible  that  a 
few  hours  might  be  passed  on  the  stove  bed-place  at  the  end 
of  a  small  space  partitioned  off  from  the  larger  one.     Herme- 
tically closed  mndows,  condemned  for  ages  to  remain  fixed 
in  their  primitive  posts,  and  to  moulder  there,  were  uncere- 
moniously thrust  outwards  or  inwards,  to  the  great  discom- 
fiture of  manunoth  spiders,  that  had  been  ousted  out  of  their 
reti'eats  and  fastnesses,  and  stood  menacirxgly  eyeing  us  in 
secure  comers,  with  the  remains  of  their  cunningly-woven 
fabrications  adhering  to  their  limbs.      Other  shutters,  too 
obdurate  to  relinquish  their  hold,  had  great  apertures  poked 
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in  them  for  the  admission  of  air  whenever  the  walls  and 
frames  would  admit  of  our  taking  such  a  liberty. 

But  all  to  no  jniri)osc — ■tlie  heat  was  siekeniug,  and  more 
intensely  steamy  than  wc  had  ever  experienced  it  before ;  and 
witli  the  smells  that  pervaded  the  abode,  made  us  feel  an* 
comfortable  enough.  No  improvement  took  place  in  our 
condition  when  two  saucers  were  filled  with  fetid  bean  oil, 
the  pith  of  a  small  kind  of  rush  immersed  m  it  ser'^ang  the 
purposes  of  a  wick,  and  combustion  sent  tbrth  a  smoky  efflu- 
viurn  partaking  largely  of  the  unenviable  qualities  of  asafoetida. 

We  had  nothing  to  eat  but  eggs,  nor  to  drnik  but  tea  — 
brick  tea,  Tlie  former  were  boiled  almost  as  hard  as  stones, 
their  freshness  being  more  than  doubtful,  I  have  i^eason  to 
believe  that  the  Chmese,  with  their  partiality  for  evciything 
bearing  tht^  impress  of  antiquity,  are  inclined  to  lavotir  the 
quality  of  staleness  in  ^eggs,  as  well  as  in  other  articles  of 
food  ;  but  hunger  made  us  careless  on  the  subject  until  a 
fair  number  had  been  disposed  of,  and  then  we  were  too 
tired  to  reflect  on  wliat  we  had  eaten.  But  the  tea  was  alto- 
gether  beyond  the  bounds  of  tolemtion  after  the  fii^t  dose  had 
been  greedily  swallowed,  and,  had  it  been  taken  as  a  sample, 
woidd  for  ever  have  damaged  the  reputation  of  China  as  a 
grower  of  that  commodity.  It  tasted  more  like  a  concen- 
trated decoction  of  hay  seeds,  with  a  powerful  soupcon  of  the 
bitter  extract  of  Socotrine  aloes,  than  an  infusion  of  the 
fragmnt  leaf  The  Ixasins,  too,  out  of  w^hich  we  drank  were 
deeply  incrusted  with  mud  and  the  accumulated  dirt  of 
yean^,  like  tlie  dusky  hide  of  the  garhc-smellmg  individual 
who  acted  in  the  double  capacity  of  host  and  waiter.  His 
cui'iosity  and  rudeness  were  only  equalled  by  the  pains  he 
took  to  project  his  physiognomy  as  near  as  he  could  to  ours 
-svitliout  actually  coming  into  collision,  and  by  shouthig  as 
loudly  as  stentorian  lungs  would  enable  liim,  whenever  he 
volunteered  to  give  information  or  replied  to  a  question, 

V't^Q   were  labouring  under  a  thirst  that  could   not   be 
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quenched  by  the  liquids  brought  to  us.  The  water  was  de- 
testable and  lukewarm,  swarming  with  active  little  detdzens 
which,  as  aiiiniidculre,  most  of  ua  may  have  admired  micro- 
scopically. Here  tliey  appeared  to  have  increased  to  a  very 
unusual  sixe,  and  were  endowed  apparently  with  a  coitcs- 
}>ooding  degree  of  strengtii  and  energy  to  compensate  for  the 
demands  made  upon  them  for  exertion  by  the  teniicious  nature 
of  the  semi-fluid  medium  in  which  they  were  condemned  to 
exist*  The  alum-stick  was  asked  lor,  but  though  an  article 
of  common  utility  at  Tien-tsLn,  and  other  places  whei'e  the 
water  contains  earthy  particles,  here  it  seemed  to  ha\'e  been 
omitted  from  their  brief  register  of  household  necessaries^  or 
rather  luxuries.  After  a  patient  searcli,  a  smsdl  fragment  was 
|irocured,  and  presented  to  us  as  a  curiosity^  while  the  donors 
stood  by  as  we  proceeded  to  test  its  efficacy  in  rendering  the 
liquid  drinkable;  but,  as  bad  luck  would  have  it,  little  benefit 
ix'sulted  from  its  use — ^ though  the  quantity  of  mud,  &c*,  de- 
posited was  somewhat  astounding —  for  it  gave,  in  return  for 
what  it  had  removedj  a  rather  potent  astringency  and  gout 
of  the  salt,  which,  added  to  the  stirring  and  handling,  and 
tepid  condition  of  the  compound,  almost  acted  on  us  as  an 
emetic* 

Our  evening  meal,  though  what  on  ordinary''  occasions 
might  be  called  ^  light,'  lay  heavy  upon  us,  and  to  aug- 
ment the  group  of  miseries  contained  in  the  being  ^out  of 
sorts,*  myriads  of  audacious  flies,  as  inquisitive  and  oflFensive 
as  the  people  of  the  inn,  congregated  on  our  hands  and 
faces,  titillating  them  to  a  degree  impossible  to  beai' ;  while,  as 
a  grand  Jinak  for  the  later  perfomiance  of  the  evening, 
invisible  mosquitos  and  dre^ided  sand-flies  hovered  around  in 
fuch  swaiTOs  that  the  air  was  filled  with  the  soft  thin  music 
of  their  wings. 

After  seeing  our  ponies  fed — that  is,  entertained^ — on  a 
manger-full  of  chopped  straw,  a  small  measure  of  fine  bi*an, 
and  another  of  barley,  mixed  up   into   a  soft  consistency 
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by  water — and  after  noting  that  they  had  obtamed  a  suffi- 
ciency of  that  clement,  which  required  that  they  should  be  led 
about  in  order  to  '  wami  it,  and  settle  their  stomachs '  before 

comniGncing  their  meal — ^  M went  to  bed,     By  which  it 

will  be  undei*stood  that  he  retired  to  the  inner  apartment, 
laid  himself  down  on  the  brick  couch,  cxnefuUy  enveloping 
every  part  of  his  body — head,  feet,  and  hands  included — in  a 
sheet  winch  he  had,  with  great  forethought  and  luxurious 
intentions,  brought  on  the  journey. 

I,  alas !  could  seek  no  such  mitigation  of  my  woes  and 
grievances.  Somnus  had  fairly  deserted  me — been  driven 
away  by  the  discomforts  everywhere  around,  and  the  only 
resource  of  which  I  might  avail  myself  was  reading  or  writing 
by  the  smoky  flame  of  the  primitive  nauseating  lamp.  And  to 
these  I  ajjplied  myself  mth  a  desperate  determination  to 
tMnk  of  nothing  about  or  in  the  room,  but  to  coerce  nature 
into  a  sleepy  mood  by  means  of  deep  thought  and  physical 
fatigue. 

No  sooner,  however,  had  I  settled  vigorously  to  the  task, 
than  ^pintj^  sounded  shrilly  out  a  mosqidto  in  dangerous 
propinquity  to  my  ear.  His  war-note  is  abruptly  tenninated 
by  a  loud  twang,  aft^er  which  he  is  silent-  He  has  fixed  him- 
self on  the  nape  of  my  neck  as  tenderly  as  if  he  had  a  special 
regaled  for  the  subject  of  my  studies,  and  was  unwilling  to 
disturb  me ;  but  I  know  his  subtle  natiu'e  too  well,  and  dis- 
lodge him  with  all  speed,  though  before  I  can  do  so  he  has 
left  evidence  of  his  visit  that  will  become  more  conspicuous 
by  to-morrow  morning.  li^TiUe  I  am  scratching  and  tearing 
at  the  spot,  a  goodly  company,  in  skirmishing  order,  have 
safely  established  themselves  over  my  perspiiing  face,  their 
long,  thin,  angular  legs  enabling  them  to  alight  so  gently  and 
so  stealtluly  that  I  am  totally  unconscious  of  their  proximity 
until  the  handkerchief  is  once  more  raised  to  my  moist 
featui'es,  and  I  can  then  see  their  puny  bodies,  only  partially 
gorged  with  thickened  bloody  wheeling  steadily  between  me 
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and  the  lamp,  and  hear  their  emphatic  clamours  at  my  in* 
terruption  of  their  feast. 

As  the  evening  wears  on,  tliey  throw  ofi'  their  timorous* 
ness,  and  boldly  advance,  heedless  of  annihilation^  to  a  general 
attack  on  eveiy  cx]>osed  surface;  and  the  absolute  necessity 
there  exists  for  acting  continually  and  vigilantly  on  the 
defensive  throws  me  into  a  feverish  deluge  of  perspinition, 
from  which  I  am  only  able  to  rescue  myseli'  by  a  walk  in 
the  coiutyard. 

Presently  I  return  and  make  another  fruitless  attempt  to 
read.  I  have  been  studiously  endeavouring  to  peruse  the 
Chamber  of  Horrors  in  Dante's  '  Inferno,^  mid,  finding  the 
task  too  greats  quietly  set  myself  dovni  to  be  worried  to 
sleep,  after  closing  the  book  and  thrusting  it  out  of  the  way 
of  the  rancid  bean  oU  that  appears  to  buiTi  Avithout  any  pal- 
pable diminution  in  quantity  or  improvement  in  smell. 

Scarcely  have  I  adjusted  my  limbs  to  the  slope  of  the 
table  bars  on  which  they  rest,  and  resigned,  as  nearly  as 
possible,  all  external  cares^  when  a  large  brawn  member  of 
the  gnat  femily  circles  around  the  light  for  a  few  seconds, 
keeping  up  an  animated  duet  with  an  emaciated  grey  indi* 
vidual  of  the  same  species  whose  movements  am  less  active 
and  more  feeble,  and  whose  tiny  voice  is  of  the  shrillest  treble 
imaginable*  Soon  they  are  joined  by  a  zebra-striped  vete- 
ran, and  the  trio,  like  the  witches  in  VMacbeth,'  dance 
madly  around,  chanting  their  baneful  maledictions  savagely 
in  my  ears,  until  they  are  disturbed  by  a  wliiff  from  the 
handkerchief,  and  away  they  go  to  swell  the  ranks  of  the 
throng  that  make  such  a  formidable  din  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
b<^-place. 

I  have  hardly  time  to  sec  them  fairly  away  tlian  a 
cjuartette  of  the  orchestra  —  hungry  and  lank  as  musi- 
cians generally  are — have,  uninvited  and  un welcomed, 
alighted  from  their  aerial  promenade  on  the  back  of  my  hand, 
and  there  they  are,  busily  refreshing  themselves  after  their 
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This  torturing  attack  and  defence  go  on  until  I  am  per- 
fectly fitgged  out,  and  can  bear  up  against  it  no  longer,  for 
it  is  a  thoroughly  exhaustipg  business ;  and  yet  I  dare  not  go 
to  sleep. 

I  determined  on  making  my  couch  in  the  open  air  — 
with  all  its  risks  of  damp  and  rain,  and  danger  from  some 
of  the  vagabonds  whom  I  saw  prowling  about  as  I 
entered,  and  who  looked  anything  but  trustworthy.  One 
of  the  mouldering  half  doors  is  torn  from  its  languishing 
supports  and  dragged  to  the  outside,  where  it  is  laid  on  a 
ricketty  manger  standing  on  three  and  a  half  legs  near  the 
mtdes  and  ponies,  who  sniff  and  snort  at  ray  appearance. 

Without  delay,  and  without  any  preparatory  undressing,  I 
am,  after  two  or  three  acrobatic  feats  over  and  under  it,  at 
last  on  its  sur&ce,  and,  stretching  gladly  out,  offer  myself 
the  consolation  that  at  length  I  have  secured  a  sleeping-place 
where  the  gnats  and  sand-flies  may  chance  to  miss  me,  and 
where  I  may  escape  being  stifled  in  heat. 

Alas,  I  am  speedily  undeceived  !  The  air  is  so  chokingly 
Wfom  and  heavy,  and  the  ground  throws  up  such  reeking 
vapours,  that  the  drowsy  god  remains  callous  to  ray  appeals. 

A  long  time  is  spent  star-gazing,  and  following  that  mys- 
terious comet  which  took  us  all  l)y  surprise  a  few  days 
before.  What  portent  of  change  does  it  bear  to  the  Chinese 
empire?  I  wonderingly  think. 
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HIEN-FUNG— the  'Abundant  Plenty'  — has  been  re- 
ported sick  and  dead  times  without  end  ^irithin  the  last 
two  months-  May  these  reports  be  incorrect,  and  may  not 
some  dreadftil  convulsion  shake  China  to  pieces?* 

When  beggdrt  die  Uiere  ara  no  comets  soet). 

The  heavens  theinselves  blaze  fortJi  tlie  death  of  princes. 

What  intrigue  and  wickedness  may  even  at  this  moment 
be  hatching — set  on  foot  by  the  presence  of  the  awe- 
inspiring  meteor  through  whose  ghost-like  substance  we  are 
watching  the  stars  ?  Another  comet  did  so,  and  we  re- 
member reading  the  old-fashioned  tale.  We  endeavour  to 
recall  it. 

Nearly  a  thousand  years  have  been  put  down  to  the  credit 
of  the  present  worlds  and  to  the  hmd  of  Sinim  in  particular, 
since  the  son  of  an  obscure  scribbler  and  village  pedagogue^ 
too  lazy  and  idle  to  work  in  the  fieldsj  entered  himself  on 
the  muster  roll  of  a  horde  of  freebooters,  and  soon  proved  an 
able  and  despemte  associate  in  every  peiilous  entei'prise  in 
which  courage  and  cunning  were  required*  The  illustrious 
Tang  dynasty  was  drawing  near  the  usual  Cliinese  dynastic 
dissolution,  with  its  long  list  of  wise  princes,  who  had  ruled 
so  well,  and  who  had  raised  the  national  pi^ussperity  to  a 


•  Strange  to  sajr^  llien-fung  died  a  kw  weeka  after  these  notes  were 
penned,  and  his  son,  Key-syang — the  *  Auspicious  Omen' — now  sits  oa 
the  Dragou  throne. 
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degree  before  mibiown, — as  fer  beyond  that  of  the  Western 
middle  ages  as  the  ci\ilisation  of  Europe  of  the  present  day  is 
superior  to  the  grovelling  semi-barbarism  of  the  modera 
CJiine&e,  They  were  rapidly  losing  their  manly  policy  and 
sage  governance  in  degenerate  profligacy  and  imlxcilc  coim- 
sels,  though  retaining  energ)^  enough  to  crush  this  and  other 
gangs  of  plunderers  and  cut-throats,  who  at  the  present  day 
would  be  dubl>ed  rebels  and  patriots. 

Choo,  as  this  promising  youth  was  named^  with  his  accom- 
plices in  crime,  was  obhged  to  sue  for  mercy,  and  obtained 
it  only  to  become  the,  in  all  probability^  willing  slave  and 
swashbuckler  of  the  traitorous,  plotting,  prime  minister, 
T.suy-ying,  who,  to  serve  a  purpose  he  had  in  view,  procured 
for  him  a  high  command  somewhere  towards  the  frontier  of 
the  empire^  and  '  to  make  assurance  doubly  sure,'  in  winning 
him  over,  bestowed  on  him  many  marks  of  his  favour  and 
condescension.  At  this  time  the  eunuchs  were  numerous  at 
court  —  jirobably  as  many  as  existed  a  few  years  ago,  when 
their  number  was  said  to  amount  to  5,000.  Tliis  large  estab- 
lishment, besides  otlier  means  of  replenishment,  whs  main- 
tained by  a  law  passed  mom  than  thb'ty  years  ago,  ordaining 
that  the  sons  of  murderers  who  had  destroyed  the  male  heirs 
of  any  one  should  be  given  over  for  emascidation  and  the 
service  of  the  |jtdace. 

Some  of  these  domestics  were  men  of  ability  and  tact,  and 
their  duties  and  position  around  the  throne,  and  in  the  resi- 
dence of  the  Emperor,  gained  for  tliem  a  more  than  just  share 
of  tbe  ImiH^rial  ear  and  confidence.  At  least  so  thought  the 
minister,  and  his  whole  mind  was  bent  on  devising  the 
most  efficient  and  siife  means  of  securing  their  extirpation. 
Therefore,  at  an  early  stage  of  the  proceedings,  he  bi\)ught 
forward  a  plea,  the  necessity  of  which  he  had  not  arguments 
sufficient  to  maintain,  and  endeavoured  to  convince  the 
Mjvereign  that  it  was  essential  to  the  safety  of  the  kingdom 
that  tliese  men  should  be  destroyed.      The  Emperor  was, 
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however,  not  convinced  of  their  treasonable  offenceSj  and 
expressed  an  assumnce  that  they  could  not  all  be  guilty  of 
the  charges  preferred  against  them,  as  he  knew  several  who 
were  fully  entitled  to  his  confidence.  To  prevent  the  possi- 
bility of  a  Conspiracy,  he  permitted  some  of  tlic  most  question- 
able characters  to  be  punished  as  examples  for  the  others. 

The  intentions  of  the  minister  were  foiled^  and  his  jealousy 
and  ambition  thwarted  by  this  leniency,  but  only  for  a  time. 
His  designs  were  made  more  desperate  and  urgent,  by  learn- 
lug  that  the  eunuchs  hud  become  aware  of  the  enmity  he 
bore  towards  tliem,  and  were  coimter-plotting  his  do^vnfiiU 
and  destruction.  At  tliis  crisis,  he  privately  invited  the 
Geneml  Choo  to  his  j)alace,  and  by  feasting  and  well-timed 
flatter}%  mth  a  sprinkling  of  hard  wrung  teal's,  he  obtained 
his  promise  of  assistance  in  the  developenient  of  his  plans. 
Then  pretending  to  the  Kmperor  that  the  aiTOy  under  Choo*s 
command  was  necessaiy  in  the  capitiJ,  to  counterbalance 
that  of  another  force  under  a  general  who  had  assumed  a 
haughty  and  dictatorial  manner  towards  the  govenmieut, 
Choo  was  sunmioned  to  guard  the  Imperial  palace. 

Soon  after  his  arrival,  sixteen  leaders  of  a  party  who  had 
opposed  Tsu3*-ying  in  some  of  his  measures  were  the  fii'st 
\nctims  sacrificed  to  ministerial  vengeance;  and  speedily 
after,  seventy  eurmchs  were  swept  from  the  register  of  the 
living  world  at  a  single  establishment^  and  ninety  at  an- 
other. With  a  clear  knowledge  of  the  Emperor's  simplicity 
and  dulness  of  perception,  the  minister  attired  hmiself  in  the 
deepest  mourning,  shed  l>itter  tears  when  he  appeared  before 
him,  and  prostrated  himself  on  the  ground  like  a  felon,  as  he 
demanded  the  punishment  winch  he  confessed  he  merited, 
for  &o  prematurely  deahng  out  justice  without  liis  master's 
sanction.  The  stmtagem  was  successful.  The  Empei*or 
grieved  to  see  the  right  hand  of  his  empire  so  stricken  and 
cast  do^vn  for  this  unauthorised,  but,  no  doubt,  wise  infliction 
of  the  law's  penalties  towards  conspirators;  indeed,  was  so 
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much  affected  that  he  wept;  and,  anxious  to  condole  with 
and  show  his  unalterable  attachment  and  confidence  in  his 
counsellor,  he  took  off  his  girdle  and  graciously  conferred  it 
upon  him  —  thus  elevating  Tsuy-ying  to  the  highest  dignity 
possible. 

But  the  work  was  only  begun;  for  the  minister's  malice 
was  still  but  partially  appeased,  aad  he  was  determined  to 
gratify  it  to  the  utmost. 

Several  hundred  of  the  body  guard  and  palace  spies  were 
yet  in  the  way,  and  Choo  and  his  bloodthirsty  soldiery  were 
ever  ready,  only  awaiting  the  signal,  to  perpetrate  any  atrocity 
required  at  their  hands.  The  Emperor  was  again  appealed 
to  to  save  his  throne  fi*om  the  dangerous  intrigues  of  the 
eunuchs,  who  were  said  to  be  secretly  preparing  to  murder 
him  and  usurp  the  government,  and  it  was  urged  that  nothing 
short  of  extermination  of  the  whole  body  could  be  recom- 
mended to  avert  a  catastrophe  which  was  all  but  inevitable. 
With  such  ominous  reports  dinning  mcessantly  in  his  ears, 
from  the  tongue  of  such  a  seemingly  faithful  servant  —  aad 
noticing  the  altered  demeanour  of  the  eunuch  guard,  the 
despot  weakly  yielded. 

Everything  having  been  prepared,  the  general  quietly  un- 
leashed his  bloodhounds  at  the  dead  of  night,  and  the  miserable 
creatures  were  hunted  out  of  their  unguarded  sleeping-places, 
and  despatched  in  cold  blood.  '  Their  dpleful  cries  of 
murder,'  says  the  ancient  chronicler,  '  and  shrieks  for  aid, 
together  with  yells  of  indignation  and  imi^recations  at  the 
merciless  injustice  done  to  them,  extended  to  every  part,  and 
sounded  dolefully  far  beyond  the  precincts  of  the  palace.' 

For  this  service,  and  by  Tsuy-ying's  influence  and  interest, 
Choo  was  ennobled,  had  the  title  of  king  bestowed  upon  him, 
was  invested  by  Imperial  authority  with  the  unimpeachable 
designation  of  Tseun-chung — which  signifies  the  Perfectly 
Faithful — and,  with  the  title,  the  highest  post  the  army  could 
furnish,  corresponding  to  that  of  commander-in-chief. 


m 


AN  UNWARY  MONARCH. 


however,  not  convinced  of  their  treasonable  offences,  and 
expressed  an  assumnce  that  they  could  not  all  be  guilty  of 
the  chai'ges  preferred  against  them,  as  he  knew  several  who 
were  fully  entitled  to  his  confidence*  To  prevent  the  possi- 
bihty  of  a  conspiracy,  he  pennitted  some  of  the  most  question- 
able chamcters  to  be  punished  as  examples  for  the  others. 

The  intentions  of  tlie  minister  were  foiled,  and  his  jealousy 
and  ambition  th%rarted  by  this  leniency,  but  oidy  for  a  time. 
His  designs  were  raiade  moi'c  desperate  and  urgent,  by  leani- 
iug  that  the  eunuchs  had  become  aware  of  the  enmity  htj 
bore  towards  them,  and  >vere  counter-plotting  his  downiiiil 
and  dcstiTiction.  At  this  crisis,  he  privately  invited  the 
General  Choo  to  his  palace,  and  by  feasting  and  well-timed 
flattery,  with  a  sprLnkling  of  hard  wrung  tears,  he  obtained 
his  premise  of  assistance  in  the  developement  of  his  plans. 
Then  pretending  to  the  Emperor  that  the  army  imder  Choo's 
command  was  necessaiy  in  the  capital,  to  counterbalance 
that  of  another  force  under  a  general  who  had  assumed  a 
haughty  and  dictatorial  manner  towanls  the  governmeot, 
Choo  was  summoned  to  guard  the  Imperial  palace. 

Soon  after  his  arrival,  sixteen  leaders  of  a  ])arty  who  had 
opposed  Tsuy-ying  in  some  of  his  measures  were  the  first 
victims  sacrificed  to  ministerial  vengeance;  and  speedily 
after,  seventy  eunuchs  were  swept  frtjm  the  register  of  the 
living  world  at*  a  single  establishment,  and  ninety  at  an- 
other. With  a  clear  knowledge  of  the  Emix*ror's  simplicity 
and  dulncss  of  perception,  the  minister  attired  himself  in  the 
deepest  mourning,  shed  bitter  tears  when  he  appeared  ])efore 
him,  and  ]>rost  rated  himself  on  the  ground  like  a  felon,  ju»  he 
demanded  the  punishment  whicli  he  confessed  hi^  murik 
for  so  prematurely  dealing  out  justice  without  his  ir 
sanction.  The  stnitagem  was  successful.  The  Ivnu 
grieved  to  see  the  right  hand  of  his  empire  so 
cast  down  for  this  unauthorised,  Imt,  r  *  ""  *  ^ 
of  the  law's  penalties  towards  coi 
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much  affected  that  he  wept;  and,  anxious  to  condole  with 
and  show  his  unalterable  attachment  and  confidence  in  his 
counsellor,  he  took  off  his  girdle  and  graciously  conferred  it 
upon  him  —  thus  elevating  Tsuy-ying  to  the  highest  dignity 
possible. 

But  the  work  was  only  begun ;  for  the  minister's  malice 
was  still  but  partially  appeased,  and  he  was  determined  to 
gratify  it  to  the  utmost. 

Several  hundred  of  the  body  guard  and  palace  spies  were 
yet  in  the  way,  and  Choo  and  his  bloodthirsty  soldiery  were 
ever  ready,  only  awaiting  the  signal,  to  perpeti'ate  any  atrocity 
required  at  their  hands.  The  Emperor  was  again  appealed 
to  to  save  his  throne  from  the  dangerous  intrigues  of  the 
eunuchs,  who  were  said  to  be  secretly  preparing  to  murder 
him  and  usurp  the  government,  and  it  was  urged  that  nothmg 
short  of  extermination  of  the  whole  body  could  be  recom- 
mended to  avert,  a  catastrophe  which  was  all  but  inevitiible. 
With  such  ominous  repoi'ts  dinning  incessantly  in  his  ears, 
from  the  tongue  of  such  a  seemingly  faithful  servant  —  and 
noticing  the  altered  demeanour  of  the  eunuch  guard,  the 
despot  weakly  yielded. 

Everything  having  been  prepared,  the  general  quietly  un- 
leashed his  bloodhounds  at  the  dead  of  night,  mid  the  miserable 
creatures  were  hunted  out  of  their  unguarded  sleeping-places, 
and  despatched  in  cold  blood.  '  Their  dpleful  cries  of 
murder,'  says  the  ancient  chronicler,  '  and  shrieks  for  aid, 
together  with  yells  of  indignation  and  imprecations  at  the 
merciless  injustice  done  to  them,  extended  to  every  part,  and 
sounded  dolefully  far  beyond  the  precincts  of  the  palace.' 

For  this  service,  and  by  Tsuy-ying's  influence  and  interest, 
Choo  was  ennobled,  had  the  title  of  king  bestowed  upon  him, 
was  invested  by  Imperial  authority  with  the  unimpeachable 
designation  of  Tseun-chung — which  signifies  the  Perfectly 
Faithful — and,  with  the  title,  the  highest  post  the  army  could 
furnish,  corresponding  to  that  of  commander-in-chief. 
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but  a  single  garaient  thmwn  around  his  bodyj  he  ran  or  stag- 
gered about  a  pillar  to  escape  from  liis  unrelenting  murderers. 
Their  footsteps  were  too  steady  and  fleet,  and  tlieir  hiuids 
too  well  tniined  to  the  work,  to  suffer  him  to  escape.  He 
was  pertbrated  by  a  dozen  knives^  and  his  bleeding  body 
dragged  away  to  a  plaee  of  concealment. 

When  tidings  of  the  assassination  were  brought  to  Choo, 
he  artfully  broke  out  into  violent  demonstrations  of  rage  and 
sorrow,  thrt)wing  himself  on  the  ground  and  giving  way  to 
floods  of  tears,  '  The  slaves  have  disobeyed  rae,'  he  screamed, 
'  ajid  will  cause  my  name  to  be  infamous  to  ten  thousand 
ages!'  The  better  to  blind  the  people,  lie  forthwith  directed 
that  his  two  creatures — tlic  agents  in  the  Emperor's  death — 
should  ]ye  executed. 

One  of  them.  Yew  Yung,  whose  dishonourable  name  has 
been  conunitted  to  historj",  on  going  to  meet  his  death,  called 
out  recruninatingly,  '  I  am  sold  a  victim  to  stifle  the  re- 
proaches of  the  world — but  how  will  it  appear  to  the  gods?' 

The  ilbfiited  Emperor^  Chau-tsung,  left  nine  sons,  and 
these  Tsuen-chung  soon  suspected  would  become  barriers  to 
his  successful  progress.  He  therefore  I'esolved  to  clear  them 
from  Iiis  |}ath,  and  in  vitiiig  them  to  an  enteitaijiment  at  his 
residcTice  near  the  Lake  Kew-Ku,  be  barbarously  caused  them 
all  to  be  strangled  and  their  bodies  to  be  consigned  to  the 
waters  of  the  lake. 

He  had  now  reached  the  summit  of  desjx>tic  power ; 
eveiything  likely  to  interfere  with  his  pleasui^e  or  authority 
liad  been  sedulously  put  aside,  and  he  gave  himself  up  to  an 
existence  such  as  a  mind  like  his  could  relish,  with 

His  com  pan  ions  unbtter'd,  rude  and  slittUow  t 
His  hours  iiUed  up  wltii  riots,  banquets,  sports. 

But  one  of  those  strange,  unaccomited-for  meteors — like 
that  1  had  been  peering  at,  as  it  sped  with  scarcely  percep- 
tible velocity  on  its  midnight  journey  across  the  heavens, 
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sprung  up  suddenly  as  if  to  accuse  him  of  his  misdeeds,  and 
every  night  threw  its  ghastly,  phosphorescent  light  in  j)ale 
yeUow  vapours  far  behind  it.  The  eyes  of  the  Chinese  in 
those  troubled  days  were  furtively  directed  towards  the 
comet,  while  omens  of  bad  portent  ^verc  [>redicted  to  the 
nations  of  the  world*  Tsuen-chung  had  not  yet  completed 
his  lUBount  of  crimep  The  visitation  of  the  comet  filled  his 
mind  mth  dread  and  apprehensions  of  misfoitune  to  himself  ; 
so  he  suddenly  remembered  that  tliirty  men  still  lived,  whose 
influence  at  court  had  long  caused  liim  anxiety.  They  had 
ventured  to  rebuke  him  sternly  for  liis  partiality  to  one  of 
lais  ikvourites ;  and  the  weird-like  glare  of  the  celestial  appa- 
rition impelled  Imn  to  their  destruction,  on  political  grounds 
alone.  The  comet  one  night  witneisaed  their  last  breath. 
What  does  it  behold  now? 

A  favourite — because  a  few  of  the  Literati,  whose  pro- 
vince it  was  to  examine  candidates  and  to  confer  degrees, 
would  not  permit  him  to  attain  to  scholastic  rank  in  con- 
sequence of  his  imfitness — conceived  a  violent  dislike  to  them, 
and  going  to  Tsuen-chung,  said,  '  These  fellows  always  call 
themselves  the  "pure  flow"  (a  Chinese  phrase  for  persons 
who  arc  incorruptible  by  bribes  or  undue  influence),  they 
deser\^e  to  be  thrown  into  the  Yellow  river  and  converted 
into  the  "muddy  flow! '''  The  heartless  wag  was  listened 
tOj  and  the  tyrant  laughed  merrily  at  the  joke,  while  he 
vowed  tliat  the  suggestion  should  be  canied  out  instantly- 
Of  course  the  luckless  scholars  perished. 

The  defunct  Empcmr's  \^  ife  was  still  alive,  and  to  make 
more  secum  for  himself  the  Iraperisd  throne,  on  which 
he  yet  sat  tremblingly,  he  married  her.  For  some  brief 
time  she  contrived  to  inspire  him  with  a  certain  degree 
of  respect  and  even  awe,  by  her  rigid  coiTectness  and  gi'eat 
intelligence^  qualifying,  for  a  time,  his  cruel  and  dissolute 
habits;  but  after  her  decease  he  became  as  abandoned  as 
before,  and  allowed  his  slaves  and  favourites  to  commit  the 
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greatest  atrocities,  until  his  evil  actions  recoiled  upon  him* 
Belt  His  ivicked  mid  unprincipled  heart  induced  liim  to 
perpetmte  a  diiiljolical  aut  in  his  o^vti  household,  which  so 
exaspemted  his  son  Jloo-te,  a  lad  only  sixteen  years  of  age, 
but  in  evciy  way  worthy  of  his  sire,  that  while  the  former 
lay  ill  in  bed,  he  tibused  him  in  foul  language,  murdered  him, 
and  then  sent  off  a  messenger  to  slay  his  brother,  accom- 
panied by  a  docmnent  he  had  forged  in  his  father's  name^ 
setting  forth  tliat  his  brother,  Yew-wan^  was  a  rebellious  and 
disobedient  son,  Init  that  Moo-te  was  faithful  and  dutiful. 
The  army  was  also  tliereby  commanded  to  destix>y  Yew- 
wan,  and  to  deliver  the  control  of  their  actions  and  of  the 
nation  to  Moo-te. 

In  the  drawing  up  of  this  paper  it  is  supposed  that  he  had 
been  aided  by  one  of  the  leading  genemls.  By  lil>eral  dona- 
tions to  the  troops,  and  with  the  help  of  this  instrument,  he 
ascended  the  throne,  aod  then  wasted  ten  years  in  the  most 
profligate  maimer,  until,  in  the  twenty-sixtli  year  of  his  age, 
he  committed  suicide  on  hearing  of  the  approach  of  an  enemy 
who  was  marching  towards  his  head-quarters  to  give  him 
battle  for  his  empii^e. 

Thus  tenniimted  the  After  Liang  Djmasty,  and  withjts 
memories  faded  from  my  mind  all  external  impressions,  for 
I  had  launched  into  and  was  gently  sailhig  along  the  margin 
of  the  Lethean  Sea,  when  whirr— 


I 
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The  weak-eyed  but, 
Witli  short  shrill  shriek,  flits  by  on  leathern  wing, 

but  not  without  giving  me  a  thorough  start-up,  which  nearly 
went  to  upset  bed-board,  manger,  and  occupant;  completely 
alanned  my  equine  neighbours,  and  drew  forth  a  stem  round 
of  grumbling,  swearing,  and  ill-natured  remarks  from  the 
Jehu,  He  sprung  out  of  the  cart  to  secure  the  animals, 
which  broke  away  and  went  scamj>ering  over  the  place,  then 
betook  himself  to  the  dormitory  of  the   landlord   and  his 
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assistants  in  order  to  obtain  the  services  of  a  watchman,  as 
he  seemed  to  dislike  being  disturbed,  and  was  influenced  by 
much  nervous  anxiety  on  the  score  of  thieves  and  murderers. 

Our  nocturnal  disturber,  the  bat,  the  emblem  of  longevity, 
painted  and  inscribed  on  lantern,  congratulatory  billet, 
funebreal  garniture  and  household  decoration,  and  entitled 
here: — the  'heavenly  mouse'  or  *rat,'  the  *  fairy'  or  'flpng 
rat,'  the  '  night  swallow,'  and  the  *  belly  wings,'  flies,  it  is 
affirmed,  with  its  head  downwards,  because  its  hram  is 
heavier  than  its  body,  and  only  ventures  out  when  the 
cruel  hawk  it  so  dreads  during  the  day  has  gone  to  its  nest : — 
this  little  dusky  visitor  was  but  the  avant  courier  of  a  small 
colony  of  the  Vespertilionidaa,  the  various  members  of  which 
came  skimming  and  fluttering  close  to  my  face,  and  curled 
under  the  eaves  of  the  huts  in  the  most  en'atic  and  confused 
manner. 

I  watched  them  for  a  long  tune  with  sleepy  admiration ; 
for  though  the  Chinese  have  given  them  such  fantastic  but 
not  inappropriate  names,  they  have  not  been  made  by  them 
objects  of  superstitious  reverence,  nor  have  the  repulsive 
habits  of '  Wandering  Willie '  created  any  feelings  of  disgust 
or  disfavour.  When  the  Greeks  borrowed  their  unprepos- 
sessing form  to  represent  their  terror-inspiring  harpies,  adding 
the  demoniacal  face  of  a  woman  ;  when,  by  the  Mosaical  law, 
the  bat  was  classed  among  the  forbidden  and  unclean  ani- 
mals ;  and  when,  in  the  middle  ages,  magicians,  wizards, 
and  *  uncanny'  folk  were  believed  to  make  it  their  confidant, 
and  the  evil  one  could  not  be  fitly  represented  unless  he 
had  borrowed  fi*om  them  a  pair  of  leathern  Avings,  the  sons 
of  Fohi  and  Han  had  compassionately  taken  this  hannless 
creature  under  their  care.  To  preserve  it  fix)m  hann  they 
clothed  it  in  the  traditional  garb  of  antiquity,  and  made  it 
the  type  of  what  is  to  them,  perhaps,  the  most  sacred  and 
best  courted  of  all  other  terrestrial,  and,  maybe,  celestial 
flavours  in  China — long  life. 


48  A  NOISY  NEIGHBOUR. 

In  spite  of  the  heat,  the  steam,  and  the  stench,  the 
flickering  motions  of  my  nocturnal  visitor  became  less  and 
less  frequent  and  interesting ;  the  hollow-sounding  click  of  the 
watchman's  bamboo  beater,  produced  by  the  terrified  carter, 
grew  fainter  and  less  obtrusive ;  the  hum  of  the  mosquitos 
became  rather  pleasant  than  otherwise  ;  the  comet  appeared 
to  fade  into  thick  fleecy  clouds  which  descended  earthwards, 
bringing  with  them  a  respireable  atmosphere  and  balmy 
zephyrs  to  fan  the  feverish  beings  below,  and — and  I  fell 
asleep — into  a  sleep  as  sound  as  that  enjoyed  by  either  of 
the  seven  noble  youths  of  Ephesus,  though  not  so  long. 

My  repose  was  not  extended  to  187  years — or  minutes. 
An  unfriendly  Chanticleer,  perched  on  a  beam  not  far  from 
me,  suddenly  set  up  his  reveille  with  most  startling  effect. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

IX>NG      BILLS  —  MOSQUITO      TACTICS  —  RAISED     TILLAGES      AND      LONELY 

OOUNTRT A  WATERY  DISTRICT  —  MILITARY   STATION  —  CHINESE  SOL- 

DIERSy  THEIR  QUALITIES  AND  TRADITIONS  —  ENDURANCE  OF  PAIN  — 
THE  NUMBKR-ONE  DOCTOR  —  MA-TUEN,  A  CHINESE  WARRIOR  —  DISCI- 
PLINE,    FIDELITY,     CRUELTY     TOWARDS     PRISONERS  —  DEATH      BEFORE 

DISHONOUR  —  THE     AVERSION     OF      THE     PEOPLE     TO     HEAR     ARMS 

IMPERIAL  ARMIES  —  MILITARY  INSTITUTIONS  —  OUR  CO -TRAVELLERS  — 
GREAT  THIRST  —  HEADS  OF  THE  PEOPLE  —  BEGGARDOM  —  HEARTLESS 
PILFERERS. 

*  rpA-Mf,  ta-mi !  Shumah  ta-mi  V  M.'s  firm  decided  tone 
JL  of  voice  roused  me  from  as  profound  a  sleep  as  mortal 
man  could  possibly  desire  in  such  an  inhospitable  hostelry, 
and  to  the  consciousness  of  a  stormy  debate  that  was  going  on 
between  him  and  the  soi-disant  master  of  the  house,  regard- 
ing the  various  items  in  a  bill  about  three  feet  in  length,  at 
the  same  time  that  I  became  thoroughly  aware  of  the  filthi- 
ness  of  my  at  fresco  bed-chamber.  Though  the  daylight,  in 
a  leaden-grey  complexion,  was  struggling  hard  to  obtain  an 
ascendency  over  the  stubborn  gloom  of  the  dawn,  and  sur- 
rounding objects  were  all  but  imperceptible,  everybody  was 
astir  and  busy.  M.  had  been  up  for  a  long  time,  had  seen 
the  ponies  fed,  and  was  now  beginning  to  practise  the  Man- 
darin tongue  with  a  force  and  intentness  of  purpose  that 
would  have  startled  a  dormouse.  The  particular  matter 
in  dispute  at  that  moment  seemed  to  be  a  novelty  to  him,  as 
he  kept  repeating  and  inquiring  about  it,  until  I  rejoiced 
to  learn  that  it  was  only  barley — the  barley  that  had  been 
given  to  our  four-footed  bed-fellows. 

Rubbing  my  eyes,  hot  and  painful  as  they  felt  from  the 
yellow  glare  and  smoky  flame  of  the  lamp,  and  scrambling 
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dowu  from  the  hard  board,  booted  and  spurred,  with 
cramped  and  head  aching,  I  did  not  find  the  prospect  of 
such  an  early  gettuig-up  at  all  cheering ;  but  there  was  no 
help  for  it,  and  I  longed  to  get  a  mouthful  of  good  air* 
Another  \dolent  conflict  of  tongues  ensued,  when  the  total 
amount  of  our  charge  for  the  seven  hours'  entertainment  was 
announced*  It  was  the  almost  fabulous  sum  of  4,000  cash, 
equivalent  to  four  dollars,  or  sixteen  shillings  and  eightpence 
sterling !  This  was  enough  to  make  a  small  independence 
for  any  frugal  Chinese  to  lend  out  at  interest  !  So  uncon- 
scionable a  squeeze  was  not  to  be  submitted  to  for  suck 
paltry  accommodation. 

M.  was  firm  ;  the  host  was  loquacious,  urgent^  and  stiff- 
necked  ;  but  the  former  conquered,  and  something  less  than 
2,000  of  the  base  coinage  sufficed  to  satisfy  all  claims.  The 
man  at  length  retired  with  a  smiling  countenance,  no  doubt 
delighted  at  having  discovered  that  the  outside  barbarians 
knew  the  value  of  tehen  as  well  as  himself,  and  had  as  much 
intelligence  given  them  to  guard  against  rapacious  attacks. 

There  was  no  breakfast  for  U9j  and  being  as  ready  for 
moving  as  we  were  when  entering  the  \41lage  the  evening 
before,  we  had  only  to  set  the  cart  on  its  way  and  depart. 
But  the  shaft  mule  was  as  contumacious  and  spiteful  as  I 
have  found  the  majority  of  her  mongrel  race.  She  had  to  be 
coaxed,  scolded,  and  castigated,  and  eventually  punished  by 
a  gag  of  thin  sharp  coi^  tied  across  from  one  cheek  of  the 
bit  to  the  other,  and  pnssing  below  the  upper  lip  to  rest 
upon  tlic  gum,  before  she  could  be  rendered  at  all  tract- 
able- Even  then  bullying  and  shouting  were  required  in 
afldition  to  drive  her  under  and  between  the  shafts,  and 
to  retain  her  there  until  the  rude  gear  was  fixed  ;  after 
which  a  sinnlar  procedure  had  to  be  enforced  against  the 
little  jennet  in  the  traces.  All  this  occupied  so  much  time 
that  it  was  quite  daylight  before  we  could  start,  and  the  sun 
had  become  fuUy  visible  eie  we  had  crossed  the  stone  bridge 
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that  led  from   the   poverty-stricken  village   down  a   steep 
bank  to  the  low  ground  beyond. 

Once  fully  awake^  we  began  to  feel  the  dreadfully  irritat- 
ing effects  of  the  mo&quitos'  operations.  Every  inch  of  skin 
exposed  to  their  venomous  bites  was  raised  into  numerous 
little  emmeiiees  like  ant-hiUs,  or  old-fasliioned  hair  trunks 
studded  with  TOund-headed  brass  naUs.  In  the  middle  of 
each  mark  was  a  semi-pellucid  vesicle  denoting  the  sjiot 
where  the  merciless  prolxjscis  had  pierced  and  burrowed. 
The  tingling,  itching,  and  throbbing  sensation  that  afflicted 
face,  neck,  and  liands,  was  excruciatingly  annoying  and 
paintul-  The  agony  I  endured  for  some  hours  is  indescrib- 
able, and  can  l^e  but  faintly  iniagined  by  those  who  have 
never  thoroughly  undergone  the  process  of  tattooing  as  prac- 
tised by  the  irresistible  and  active  mosquito  of  North  China. 

With  the  cart  in  front  jogging  away  at  a  lively  pace,  and 
Sla-foo  on  his  scraggy  grey  liucephalus  bumping  behind,  we 
moved  along  ui  au}  thing  but  cheerful  spirits^  feeling  as  unre- 
freshed  by  our  short  slumber  as  if  we  had  never  slept  at  all- 
There  was  nothing  in  the  country  through  which  we  rode  to 
divert  our  minds  from  the  *  out  of  sorts '  condition  we  were 
in,  and  the  siui  already  gave  tokens  of  a  blistering  day,  as 
it  glanced  upwards  in  a  hazy  flood  of  light. 

Onwards  we  proceeded  over  a  nan'ow  ti^ck,  in  a  great^ 
flat,  and  totally  unpicturesque  plain,  with  no  living  or  moving 
object,  save  some  tiny  white  sails  threading  the  convolutions 
of  a  hidden  canal  that  in  all  Ukelihood  opens  into  the  Peiho, 
not  far  from  Tien-tsin,  Nothing  was  to  be  seen  as  far  as 
tJie  eye  could  scan  towards  the  horizon,  but  a  low  marshy 
\vaste  ;  a  sea  of  pur|)lish-green  heath,  wild  and  desolate  for 
the  greater  part^  with  here  and  there  some  stunted  patches 
of  unhealthy-looking  millet  and  hemp  suffering  from  neglect; 
a  moor  or  heath  of  the  most  depi^essing  aspect^  worse  even 
than  tlie  Aldershot  long  valley  on  a  November  day.  hi 
this  scene  there  w;is  an  absence  of  trees,  hedges,  fences,  or 
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walk,  that  gave  it  a  monotony  quite  appalling.  Away  on 
the  extremity  of  the  moor  we  presently  distin^jsh  high 
mounds  of  earthy  rising  like  islands  at  long  intervals  from 
ihe  dead  level,  and  as  we  approach  we  perceive  that  they 
are  topped  by  haggard-looking  viUages  of  mud  and  millet- 
gtalks^  with  a  few  sickly  willow  tree^  striving  to  throw  their  H 
branches  over  the  lowly  dwellings,  as  if  to  screen  their 
poverty  from  observation.  H 

From  the  mouth  of  the  Peiho  to  within  forty  miles  of       \ 
Peking,  and  on  both  sides  of  the  river  for  verj^  many  miles 
inland,  the  countiy  seems  to  be  generally  lower  than  the 
banks,     Higli  plots  are  raised  to  a  height  of  at  least  twelve  f 
feet  by   the  earth  dug  out  from  a  series  of  wide  ditches 
which  always  encircle  them,  and  lead,  when  possible,  to  lower  ^ 
levels.     On  these  the  villages  are  perched ;  such  elevation  ^ 
not    only  in    smaller    clusters   of  dwellings,    but    in   the 
towns,  is  rendered  necessaiy,  the  natives  inform  us,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  Peiho,  at  lengthened  but  uncertain  periods, 
overflo\ring  its  banks  and  inundating  the  whole  country  far 
and  near.     It  then  submerges  crops  and  everji^hing  on  its 
liosom  sometimes  for  weeks  together,  during  which   time 
great  distress  and  inconvenience  are  occasioned  by  the  un* 
avoidable  suspension  of  labour  and  loss  of  pmperty* 

Ominous  looking  san  panSj  or  flat -bottomed  boats,  kept 
in  good  repair  and  preserved  from  the  weather  under  little 
sheds  of  millet-stalk,  are  gathered  together  aromid  those 
hamlets  that  lie  far  from  the  river,  as  well  as  near  those  on 
its  borders.  We  were  at  fii'st  perplexed  as  to  the  use  that 
could  possibly  be  made  of  these  punts,  seeing  thej  were  so 
numerous  and  so  much  cared  for,  and  yet  there  were  no 
canals  nor  sheets  of  water  near  on  which  they  could  be 
serviceable.  We  afterwards  learnt  that  they  formed  the  sole 
means  of  maintaining  a  communication  between  one  place 
and  another  during  the  time  the  country  was  laid  under 
water. 


TEMPORARY  A^B  PERMAKENT  LAGOONS- 
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As  we  rode  on^  the  whole  surface  of  the  plain  we  travelled 
over  gave  more  conclusive  evidence  of  the  former  existence 
of  a  temporary  lagoon,  iti  tragmenta  of  shells  mixed  up  with 
the  soil  or  thinly  spread  over  the  fields.  Among  them 
were  entire  specimens  of  the  If/mnem  staffnali%  whose  pleasure 
it  is  to  kii^k  in  sunny  nooks  on  the  edges  of  pools,  and  a 
small  bivalve  shell  somewhat  resembling  the  macira.  Nu- 
merous saline  inciiistations  and  efflorescences  met  with, 
proved  that  the  earth  had  not  been  disturbed  for  some 
months. 

Not  a  loose  stone  was  to  be  found  anywliere  for  miles 
around  us.  Everything  went  to  prove  that  many  inches 
thick  of  mud  are  deposited  over  a  wide  tract  of  land  on 
each  side  of  the  river  when  a  strong  east  wind  long  prevails 
in  the  gulf,  and  drives  the  waters  up  the  tributaiy  channels 
until  they  rise  beyond  the  banks.  Then  the  flat  nature  of 
the  country  offering  no  impediment  to  their  outward  spread, 
an  inundation  takes  place,  the  untoward  consequences  of 
which  can  only  be  i^emedied  by  the  slow  process  of  evapora- 
tionj  and  at  its  termination  a  fresh  stratum  of  prolific  soil  is 
found  imposed  on  that  left  a  few  years  before/ 

From  information  picked  up  among  the  villagers,  one  is 
led  to  believe  that  these  floods  are  becoming  less  frequent  in 
occuri'ence  and  extent.  There  is,  too,  a  corresponding  dimi- 
nution of  the  damage  inflicted.  This  change  is  iiscribable  to 
some  alteration  iji  the  bed  of  the  Peiho,  and  also  to  the  influ- 
ence of  the  extensive  bar  at  its  mouth,  as  well  as  to  a  general 
elevation  of  the  land  towards  the  border  of  the  gulf;  for  in 
the  direction  of  Pau-ting-fu  — *  the  capital  of  the  province  of 
Chili— there  is  a  vast  [lermanent  lagoon,  thirty  or  forty  miles 
in  length,  intersected  by  several  streams  or  small  rivers; 
and  many  of  the  people  who  reside  in  the  Egyptian-looking 
huts  fixed  in  the  artificially-mised  terraces  of  mud  in  this 
r^on,  gave  it  as  their  opinion  that  the  water  in  their  neigh- 
bourhood is   not   so   deep  as  it  used  to  be,   because  they 
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could  BOW  cultivate  the  water-lily  m  places  where  the  flood 
was  over  their  heads  a  few  years  ago. 

In  the  middle  of  the  loneliest  and  wildest  stretch,  the 
meagre  track  led  us  close  to  a  solitary  cottage.  We  had 
noticed  its  dilainduted  condition  for  some  time.  It  had 
been  built  on  the  low  ground,  and  showed  such  visible 
neglect,  that  we  supposed  it  could  only  be  some  hou^e 
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refuge  for  destitute  wanderers  over  the  dismal  waste  in 
wintiy  weather,  or  a  shieling  for  stmyed  cattle  on  tempes- 
tuous nights;  but  we  were  agreeably  surprised  to  find^  on 
coming  up  to  it,  that  it  was  a  guard-room  or  small  military 
station  occupied  by  about  a  dozen  soldiers,  some  of  whom  we 
could  see  sleeping  on  a  couch  inside,  while  others  were 
walking  about  or  [ilayi ng  cards  on  the  limited  squai^e  of 
cleared  ground  in  front.     A  nearer  inspection  satisfied  us 


TARTAR  SOLDIERS. 


sa 


that  the  building  was  not  ideally  so  bad  as  it  appeared  at 
a  distance.  The  walls  were  of  the  usual  materiuk  —  inud 
ajid  giuin  stems,  the  windows  wei^e  rattier  small,  but  the 
front  was  smoothly  plastered  and  white-washed,  for  the 
ktter  display  of  the  arms.  These  were  neatly  fiistened  against 
it,  and  comprised  alxiut  a  dozen  handy  matchlocks  hanging 
by  their  slings  at  one  side  of  the  doorway,  and  four  swords^ 
two  red-plumed  spears,  and  two  fourteen  or  sixteen  feet 
jingalls  i-eared  against  the  eave  at  the  other  side,  with  their 
complement  of  black  bottle*like  powder  flasks  in  close 
proximity  to  each  fire-anii. 

As  soon  as  they  noticed  us,  these  pings  got  up  and 
made  eveiy  demon stmtion  of  good  vnll^  smiling,  laughing, 
and  sawing  the  air  with  their  clasped  hands  until  we 
had  passed  on ;  and  as  often  as  we  looked  back  we  observed 
them  still  watching  us  in  the  most  fi'lendly  manner.  As 
they  stood  there,  endeavouring  to  exhibit  to  us  the  senti- 
ments of  welcume  and  pleasum  excited  by  our  presence 
simong  them,  we  could  not  help  asking  ourselves  whether 
tliese  Umty  fellows,  whose  bare  necks  and  chests  testified  to 
their  having  attained  the  very  highest  physical  development, 
had  fled,  fugitives  fi'om  Enfield  rifles^  Armstrong  guns, 
mvalry  sabres,  and  Punjaub  hmces,  but  nine  short  months 
ago!  Tall,  p:>werful,  and  symmetrically  built,  they  were 
fair  specimens  of  the  northci^i  array  sent  to  uphold  the 
fMjlicy  of  the  war  party  at  Peking  in  1860,  and  to  resist 
the  appi'oach  of  Anglo-French  infiiiences  and  the  moral 
fresmire  applied  in  the  direction  of  the  Northern  Court,  In 
spite  of  numbers,  choice  of  defensible  positions,  a  highly 
advantageous  countrv^,  and  brute  strength — the  quick  move- 
ments of  the  invjiding  force,  theb^  wonderful  arms  of  pre- 
cision, and  the  lightning  darts  of  Sikhs  and  dragoons, 
proved  too  much  for  the  bows  and  arrows  of  the  once- 
dreiided  Scythians,  the  light  squibby  matchlocks  and  fan- 
tastic *  whingers'  of  the  so-called  cavalry,  and  the  jingalls, 
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rude  spears,  and  badly-traiiied  field-guns  of  the  footmen. 
What  appeared  to  be  a  forinidable  enemy  too  soon  for  their 
reputation  became  an  ubiquitous  one,  nearly  always  m 
the  right  place  at  the  ivrong  time,  until  it  was  acknow- 
ledged tliat  catching  Tartai's  was  no  easy  matter*  When 
caughtj  the  difiSculty  seemed  to  be  what  to  do  with  them- 

It  was  impossible  to  avoid  confessing  that  they  were  f 
by  no  means  destitute  of  that  courage  which  would  have 
enabled  them  to  make  a  stout  and  a  bold  stand  against  an 
invading  force  armed  and  disciplined  in  the  same  manner  as 
themselves.  Their  ignomnce  of  om*  art  of  war,  and  the 
potent  weapons  we  use,  made  them  poor  opponents. 

Some  of  them,  perhaps^  were  in  front  of  the  little  group  that 
watched  us  from  the  bleak-looking  guard-house.  They  had 
been  a  warlike  mce  in  the  middle  a^^es.  and  had  ^one  throuj^h 
many  a  stin-ing  campaign  in  Centml  Asia  under  the  leader- 
ship of  the  famous  Madyes,  alias  Ogus  Khan ;  they  had  burst 
into  Media  and  slain  Cyaxarcs;  they  had  overrun  Poland 
and  Russiii;  they  had  penetrated  Silesia,  vanquished  Duke 
Mieezzlaw,  and  desolated  the  whole  of  Hungary  —  in  short,  I 
had  considerably  alarmed  Europe,  But  in  the  nineteenth 
century  the  tables  were  completely  turned.  Even  Genghis 
Khfm  with  his  innumerable  hosts  would  not  have  had  the 
shadow  of  a  chance  against  the  annament  the  allies  brought 
into  their  middle  kingdom.    The  Celestials  had  not  a  chance. 

Cavalry  they  would  wait  for  and  meet,  though  they  could 
not  but  find  themselves  wofully  at  a  disadvantage  and  unable 
to  inflict  any  injury;  infantry  they  would  slowly  retire  be- 
fore— regardless,  apparently^  of  the  not  very  deadly  volleys 
poured  into  their  disorderly  masses;  but  those  dreadful 
cannon  —  those  malignant  genii  hatched  and  perfected  in 
the  'outer  and  tributaiy  kingdoms,'  they  could  not  stand 
against,  and  afforded,  by  the  pell-mell  retreats  they  made,  a  ■ 
most  unequivocal  test  of  the  magical  powers  those  macliines 
were  capable  of  exercising  on  the  miiidsj  if  not  the  bodies,  of 
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the  valiant  ^braves/  Possessed  of  all  the  qualifications 
Decessaiy  in  the  manufacture  of  first-rate  soldiers  —  Uniba 
and  bodies  the  very  models  of  health  and  strengtli  —  they 
seemed  to  be  endowed  with  no  small  degree  of  patience 
under  adverse  circumstances,  while  capable  of  enduring 
much  hardship  without  exlii biting  its  effects.  How  widely 
they  contrasted  in  physique  with  the  long,  thiu-1  egged,  weak- 
armed,  and  narrow-chested  Hindostanees  brought  against 
them  in  the  field  —  men,  the  very  feeding  of  whom  requires 
a  comraissariat,  a  transport,  a  retinue  of  servants,  and  other 
complicated  arrangements  sufficient,  one  would  imagine,  to 
smother  any  one  depaitment  of  an  army  in  any  country  but 
then*  own. 

How  very  differently  would  these  Indians  have  behaved  had 
nffaifs  been  reversed^  and  the  Chinese  been  led  against  theniy 
officered,  drilled,  and  armed  by  Europeans  1  Since  October 
last  I  have  been  strongly  impressed  with  this  idea,  and  am 
quite  of  opinion  that  the  Northern  Chinese — Mongols  or 
llantchus — are  a  match  for  any  other  Eastern  people  in  war ; 
and  from  what  I  have  been  able  to  see  of  them  in  the  course 
of  a  good  deal  of  rumblijig,  1  cannot  help  thinking  that  no 
better  men  for  soldiers  could  be  found  —  out  of  Western 
countries  of  course  —  were  they  enlisted  young,  trained, 
rationed,  and  taught  the  use  of  arms  in  a  proper  manner. 
Fed  on  coarse  rice,  the  produce  of  the  country,  green  vege- 
tables, and  an  infinitesimal  allowance  of  salt  or  fresh  pork, 
the  troopM  opposed  to  the  allied  armies  to  me  looked  fit  for 
anything,  could  they  have  the  advantages  of  discipline,  good 
leading,  and  instruction  in  the  handling  of  modern  fire-arms. 

No  men  could  stand  pain  better  tiian  they  did.  Many 
I  saw  who  had  been  wounded,  and  were  foimd  lying  out 
in  the  fields,  days  afterwaixls,  in  the  places  where  they  had 
fallen,  exfjosed  during  the  day  to  the  dreadful  heat  of  the 
gim,  parched  .and  burnt  up  by  thirst  and  sick  from  pain,  mth 
no  creature    near   them  to  affoixl   aid  or   consolation,  held 


i 


5S        PATIENCE  WHILE  SUFFER IXG  FAW  AND  HARDSHIF. 


on  to  life,  aiid  were  free  from  any  of  those  fits  of  despondency 
or  grumbling  which  tend  so  mucli  to  retain!  recovery  from 
serious  injuries.  When  at  last  earned  in  to  the  tempoi-ary 
regimental  hof^]>it;d^  not  a  corapkint  wns  made  by  them;  on 
the  contmry,  the  calmness  and  clieei^tiil  resignation  they 
always  displayed  was  moat  wonderful,  and  gave  us  the  first 
favourable  indications  of  their  robust  and  hale  constitutions 
and  equable  temj^ers. 

Two  men  in  pai*ticular  I  remember  well,  one  of  whom  — 
a  fine  muscular  fellow  in  the  meridian  of  life  and  \igour — had 
three  bullets  in  his  lx>dy,  and  his  thigh-bone  smashed  and 
splintered  by  another.  He  was  discovered  in  a  field  at  some 
distance  from  our  camping-gi-ound  after  the  final  contest  near 
Peking,  and  thougli  he  had  been  lying  out  in  this  maimed 
condition  for  a  whole  day  and  night,  mthout  a  morsel  of  food 
or  a  dmiight  of  water,  he  expressed  no  great  emotion  on 
being  addmssed^  but  merely  signified  his  desk'e  to  indulge  ill 
a  pipe  of  tobacco.  While  the  bullets  were  being  searched  for 
and  extracted  fmm  their  lodgment — a  most  tedious,  difficulty 
and  painful  operation  when  they  have  but  rccently  entered, 
but  iar  more  so  after  the  wounds  have  been  exf>osed  to  the 
sun  and  dust,  and  the  parts  have  begun  to  swell — though  the 
probing  must  have  caused  the  poor  wretch  the  most  excru- 
ciating agony  it  is  possible  to  conceive,  it  was  all  borae  with 
the  greatest  manliness,  with  scarcely  a  disturbed  countenance, 
and  witliout  a  murmm' ;  and  immediately  after  the  necessary, 
but  torturing  work  was  over,  the  man  looked  lively  and 
happy,  and  contimied  ^o  until  recoveiy. 

He  was  a  fiivom-ite  with  me,  so  I  was  often  by  the  side 
of  his  stretcher :  he  was  such  a  masculine  good-humoured  fel- 
low, it  did  one  good  to  see  him,  and  grin  and  nod  with  him. 
He  could  not  speak  half-a-dozen  words  of  our  language. 
He  pufi'ed  away  at  his  httle  brass-bowled  pipe,  contentment 
depicted  hi  every  lineament  of  his  bronzed  face,  and  testified 
his  adinii^tion  of  the  skill  and  attention  of  our  young  doctor 
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ty  continually  jerking  up  his  thurab^  as  much  as  to  say  he 
was  a  fii'st-rate,  or  '  iiuml^r  one  '  man,  and  then  pointed  with 
joj^lal  satis&ction  to  his  rapidly  healing  limb — kept  immove- 
able, easy,  and  comfortuhle  in  that  wonderful  fractm^e  ap- 
paratus. An  interpreter  was  sometimes  available,  and  then 
interesting  dialogues  woukl  tjxke  place,  in  which  expressions 
of  gnititude  were  frequent  fur  the  kindness  and  care  shown 
him,  of  fear  that  he  gave  too  much  amioyance,  and  of  a  sti*ong 
determination  not  to  join  the  soldiers  again,  should  he  ever  be 
able  to  return  to  Ids  wife  and  children  in  then*  little  home 
near  the  Great  Wall,  whei*e  one  of  his  first  acts,  he  vowed, 
wuuld  be  to  burn  uicense-sticks  in  ginteful  remembrance  and 
acknowledgment  of  the  l>enetits  he  had  received  irom  his 
thunib-friend^  the  doctor. 

The  other  case  was  tliat  of  a  man  who  had  six  lance-wounds 
in  various  places,  but  the  worst,  and,  as  we  thought,  the 
Tnortal  one,  was  in  the  Iiack,  close  to  the  shoulder-blade,  where 
the  lung  had  been  peHbrated  by  the  lauce-pohit.  Faint  and 
weak  from  loss  of  blood  while  he  spent  a  day  and  night  in 
the  shai-p  and  irritathig  millet  stubble,  he  was  as  firm  and 
g<iod-natured  as  the  other  sufferer,  and  whiflFed  away  at  tlie 
gently  soothing  weed  as  he  sat  doubled  up  for  many  days  with 
pledgets  and*bandages  to  his  wounds,  constrained  to  assume 
and  remain  in  that  position  in  consequence  of  the  haemorrhage 
tliat  took  place  from  the  lung  on  the  shghtest  movement. 
He  was  quite  as  gi-ateful  and  pleased  as  his  companion,  tuid 
like  Inm  he  also  recovered.  Both  returned  to  their  homes 
from  the  Tien-tsin  hospital,  where  a  subscription  had  been 
dioughtfully  got  up,  and  a  good  round  sum  in  dollars  accu- 
mulated to  pay  their  travelling  expenses.  What  wonderful 
itories  they  will  retail  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  little  out-of- 
the-world  viEages  they  pass  through,  and  how  many  long 
evenings  will  be  spent  among  their  old  friends  in  recounting 
their  adveutures,  and  the  hospitaHty  they  met  with  from  the 
'Men   bevond  the   Seas!'      The    rations    and    the   medical 
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comforts  in  hospital  they  can  speak  of,  for  they  were  liberally 
supplied  with  everything,  and  took  as  kindly  at  once  to  beer, 
porter,  and  rum,  as  if  they  had  been  initiated  in  childhood 
into  the  mysteries  of  indiscrirainate  tippling  as  pmctised 
in  English  cities.  How  they  vnll  astonish  the  rural  popu- 
lation in  those  lonely  spots  away  towai'ds  the  border  of  the 
Supreme  pmvince,  when  telling  of  the  manners^  customs^ 
and  fighting  qualities  of  the  race  which  was  to  be  decimated 
by  their  old-world  tactics,  defences,  and  weapons ! 

The  history  of  the  Empire  affords  many  examples  of  the 
fidelity,  wijsdom,  and  courage  that  animated  individuals  and 
armies  in  ages  gone  by,  when  martial  honours  and  achieve- 
ments were  held  in  greater  i^espect  and  much  moi-e  highly 
valued  than  in  recent  years.  Some  of  the  finest  traits 
which  ennoble  the  profession  of  arms  in  any  age  or  country 
are  stiJl  dwelt  on  in  the  eloquent  narratives  of  historical  and 
traditional  writers,  and  serve  to  illustrate  a  period  of  chival- 
rous 5£eal  and  integrity  not  much  behind  that  of  the  brilliant 
era  of  our  own  knights  and  crusaders. 

Ma-yuen,  for  instance,  who  is  recorded  as  having  lived 
contempomneously  with  our  Saviour,  must  have  been  a 
valorous  and  high-spirited  man,  and  the  very  model  of  a 
soldier.  He  dis^[>layed  the  greatest  braverj^  and  judgment 
in  fighting  and  reducing  to  subjection  the  fiery  Tartar  tribes 
who  sought  to  invade  and  plunder  China,  then  under  the 
rule  of  the  Eastern  Han  dynasty,  and  in  quelling  the  turbulent 
and  mpacious  Cochin-Chinese. 

What  can  be  finer  or  grander  in  the  development  of  a  true 
knight's  aspirations  than  his  frequently  expressed  sentiment, 
when  entreated  to  retire  from  the  dangers  and  fiitigues  of 
the  camp  and  field,  that  Hhe  warrior  should  die  on  the 
desert,  battle-field,  his  noblest  pall  Ms  saddlecloth  ;  not  in  a 
chamber  amidst  weeping  women  V 

Thei-e  is  an  identity  of  feeling  between  this  Bayard-like 
speech  and  the  cavidier  turn  of  mind  of  one  of  the  greatest 
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of  modern  novelists,  when  he  says,  deeply  imbued  with  the 
spirit  in  which  he  wrote :  '  It  is  the  memory  which  the 
soldier  leaves  behind  him,  like  the  long  train  of  light  that 
follows  the  sunken  sun.  .  .  .  When  I  think  of  death, 
as  a  thing  worth  thinking  of,  it  is  in  the  hope  of  pressing 
one  day  some  well-fought  and  hard-won  field  of  battle,  and 
dying  with  the  shout  of  victory  in  my  ear — that  would  be 
worth  dying  for ;  and  more,  it  would  have  been  worth 
having  lived  for  ! ' 

The  long  accounts  of  Ma-yuen's  expeditions  against  hordes 
of  ruffians,  and  the  brilliant  acts  of  valour  displayed  by  him 
in  suppressing  mutinies  and  rebellions,  raised  to  oppose  the 
authority  of  the  Emperor  Kwang-wu,  are  recited  in  thrilling 
tales  written  in  fanciful  language.  One  Chinese  historian 
thus  describes  him  as  he  appeared  before  the  enemy  at 
Kwanyang :    • 

'  Ma-yuen  rode  out  dressed  in  an  azure  robe,  his  armour 
shining  like  quicksilver,  his  head  surmounted  by  pheasant 
plumes  in  a  white  and  costly  helmet.  His  spear  was  eighteen 
feet  long.  He  sat  upon  a  horse  with  an  azure  mane,  and 
thus  placed  himself  in  front  of  the  battle.'  How  forcibly 
does  this  poetical  description  remind  one  of  the  fine  old 
national  song  of  '  Chevy  Chase,'  as  it  pictures  the  brave 
Douglas,  whose  career  was  closed  in  that  desperate  engage- 
ment, on  the  eve  of  attack  : — 

Earl  Douglas  on  a  milk-white  steed, 

Most  like  a  baron  bold, 
Rode  foremost  of  his  company, 

Whose  armour  shone  like  gold. 

After  many  long  years'  service  this  warrior  at  last  met  a  sol- 
dier's death,  and  realised  his  wish ;  for  marching  against  the 
people  of  Wu-ling,  in  Hu-Kwang,  he  got  hemmed  in  amongst 
the  mountains  during  the  severest  months  of  winter  by  agreatly 
superior  force,  and,  with  his  troops,  suffered  extreme  pri- 
vations.    Another  general  was,  with  all  haste,  despatched  to 
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his  aid,  but  on  inquiring  he  found  the  bmve  Ma-yuen  no 
more,  and  his  force  prostrated  mth  fever.  The  next  Emperor^ 
Ming'ti,  did  his  memuiy  justice,  and  rendered  liis  own  i^eipm 
the  more  brilliant  and  ]iap{>y  by  mariying  the  deceased  gc- 
neral's  daughter,  who  is  celebrated  as  having  been  as  talented 
and  virtuous  as  her  pai'ent  had  been  faithful  and  valiant. 

In  the  ninth  centurj%  a  Chinese  general,  Wang-sen,  during 
the  reign  of  He4sung  of  the  Suy  dynasty,  finding  provisions 
failing  him  on  a  inarch,  gave  orders  that  all  the  old  and 
feeble  should  remain  beliind  in  order  to  preserve  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  troops,  and  made  a  declaration  that  if  any 
presumed  to  follow  by  disobeying  this  order,  they  should  be 
put  to  death  instantly*  His  aged  mother  accompanied  the 
army,  and  w^as  attended  to  by  the  generars  brothers,  who 
still  ventured  to  cany  her  with  them  after  the  promulgation 
of  the  pitiable  but  necessary  decree.  In  spite  bf  their  efforts 
at  concealment,  and  their  reliance  on  their  brather*s  regard 
for  his  mother's  life  to  exculpate  them  from  punishment, 
Wang-sen  found  out  the  attempt  to  evade  his  order,  and 
harshly  reprimanded  them,  saying,  ^  Every  army  possesses 
laws ;  no  army  can  exist  without  them  ;  not  to  destroy  you 
for  your  disobedience  to  my  order  is  to  render  my  army 
without  laws/  The  brothers,  to  screen  themselves,  urged  the  I 
peculiar  ciise  of  their  motlier ;  but  the  general  was  inex- 
orable, became  enraged,  and  issued  an  order  to  have  her  head 
cut  off*  The  brothers  begged  to  be  put  to  death  first,  and  the 
amiy,  being  powerfully  moved  in  their  behalf,  interposed, peti- 
tioned, and  finally  pmcured  a  pardon  for  the  three.  This 
episode  is  given  by  the  historian  as  an  instance  on  the  one  hand 
of  great  fidelity,  and  on  the  other  of  a  total  want  of  it. 

Did  we  wish  to  give  an  illustration  of  staunch  adherence 
and  an  inflexible  determination  to  die  mther  than  become  a 
traitor,  we  nlight  refer  to  the  fate  of  Sun-Kwei,  a  distin- 
guished officer  of  the  Emperor  Chaou-tsung,  who  was  taken 
prisoner  by  Kihyung,  a  rebel  and  solicited  to  accept  a  com- 
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mission  or  command  undtr  him.  He  promptly  refused, 
on  the  ground  of  its  being  dishonourable  to  him,  and  that 
lis  his  ti'oops  were  defeated,  he  had  no  alternative  but  to 
tinish  his  duty — which  Was  to  die  :  for  to  receive  an  office 
under  one  opposed  to  the  Emperor  was  impossible.  Bribery 
and  taunts  l>eing  of  no  avail,  Kihyimg  in  a  \iolent  passion 
gave  orders  that  he  should  be  sa\^Ti  asunder.  The^  execu- 
tioners of  this  barbarous  mandate  could  not  make  the  saw 
enter  the  flesh.  Sun-Kwei,  railing,  said :  *  You  dead  dogs  and 
riaves,  if  you  would  saw  a  man  asimder,  you  should  com- 
press him  between  two  planks  ;  bat  how  eould  you  know  it?' 
They  took  the  hint,  and,  tying  their  victim  between  pieces  of 
tunber,  carried  out  the  horrid  sentence ;  but  he  never  re- 
lented, and  died  scornfully  scoffing  and  jeering  them. 

But  throu«^hout  the  whole  Chinese  and  Tartar  histoiy, 
even  up  to  the  present  time,  great  cruelty  appears  to  have 
been  exercised  towards  prisoners  ;  and  it  seems  to  have  been 
a  constant  practice  to  put  to  denth  the  principal  officers 
after  being  captui*ed.  If  they  were  able  men,  and  would 
serve  thtfir  captors,  they  might  be  spared  ;  if  not,  they  were 
de&troyed  in  the  most  dastardly  manner.  Those  who  chose 
to  die  mther  than  forsake  their  party,  are  mentioned  in 
histoiy  with  honour  under  the  appellation  of  Sze-tse,  which 
mrveB  to  denote  dying  with  an  undevlating  adherence  to  the 
Hae  of  duty. 

Brute  courage  the  troops  opposed  to  the  Peking  expe- 
dition most  assuredly  possessed,  and  that  in  no  small  degree ; 
for  we  have  never  been  able  to  learn  that  any  of  the  com- 
batants made  prisoners  by  the  British  between  Pehtang  and 
the  capital  ever  made  the  slightest  sign  indicative  of  suing 
for  mercy ;  and  instances  were  frequent  in  which  they  died 
mthout  betraying  any  signs  of  submission — even  when  re- 
sistance was  perfectly  hopeless*  Had  they  done  so,  in  all 
probability  they  would  have  been  spumed.  At  best  they  must 
have  been  nearly,  if  not  all,  conscripts  drawn  from  the  towns 
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and  villages  within  and  without  the  Gi-eat  Wall — ^Chinese, 
Mongols,  and  Mantchus — the  majority  of  whom  were,  doubt- 
less, driven  away  from  their  homes  and  occupations  to  perform 
duties  and  undergo  hardships  with  ^vhich  they  could  scai-cely  . 
be  acquainted*  1 

Chinese  records  inform   us  how   unwillingly   the  people 
submitied  to  this  treatment  during  a  more  warlike  era  than  J 
the  present,  for  it  is  stated  that  in  the  reign  of  Shin-tsung 
of  the  Sung  Pjmasty,  Gan-shih,  his  minister,  foiTned  a  kind 
of  militia,  to  which  the  inhabitants  had  so  great  an  aversion 
that  many  of  them  cut  off  their  fingei^s  or  hands  to  avoid 
being  enrolled  in  the  ranks.     As  in  ever}thing  else  that 
we   see    around   us,    the    trade    of    anns   in    the    country 
appears  in  a  hopeless  stage  of  antiquity;  nothing  remains  J 
but  a  worthless  mass  of  unstable  trumpery  quite  in  keep- 
ing with  the  institutions   to   wliich  it  is   appended^    This 
unmistakable     decay    is    not    of   the    last  hundred    years, 
but  appears  to  have  commenced  long  before  the  Mantchu  | 
rule,  and  has  been  gradually  paralysing  the  by  no  means  bold 
attempts  of  the  nation  at  rejuvenescence.     Even  in  the  days  1 
of  a  vigorous  monarch  of  the  present  dynasty,  famed  for 
his  love  of   those  sports   and    pastimes  which  minister  to 
warlike     tastes     and     requirements,    militaiy    expeditions 
were  so  promptly   and  successfully  conducted  that  in  his 
forty -ninth  year  he  could  boast  to  his  Mends  and  visitors : 
*  Since    I    ascended   the   throne   I   have   directed    military 
ope mt ions  to  a  great  extent.     I  have  crushed  rebels;  I  have 
^ taken  possession  of  Formosa;    I  have  humbled   the    Rus- 
sians/    But  a  very    mediocre  testimony   to    the   worth  of 
tlie  tiw)p9  in  his  pay  could   be  given.      Kauglii,  a  Jesuit 
missionary,  says  —  and,    according  to  Le   Comte,  he   said 
nothing  but  what  was  proper,  as  he  did  nothing  but  what 
wjiB  greats*  Tljcy  are  good  soldiers  when  opposed  to  bad 
ones,  but  bad  when  opposed  to  good  ones.' 

The  morale  of  the  army,  if  we  can  assure  ourselves  that 
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Th^y  may  lay  claim   to  anji:hiog  of  the  sort,  is  bad;  the 

loxM-derSj   unlike  the  gallant   anJ   chivalrous   Ma-}aien,   are 

i-e-jported  to  look  out  for  and  secure  to  themselves  a  good 

liT^c  of  retreat  well  to  the  rear,  ordering  the  men  of  small 

c^c:^:nfidence  and  less  judgment  to  the  front  ;  and  when  re- 

^■x^escome  upon  them,  they  are  ready  to  lead  their  connjiand 

[flroin  danger  by  a  precipitate  flight,  though   they  are  the 

iix^istto  receive  personal  degradation  and  ignoble  punishment; 

"^^"Ixile  both  officers  and  men  are  mtioned  and  paid  on  such 

a-   s^ale  as  entirely  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  maintaining 

*l^^i.t  condition  and  spirit  necessary  to  enable  them  to  cope 

^v^ri  l:h  tlie  soldiers  of  ci\niised  countries. 

XH^cipline  they  may  be  said  to  have  none ;  and,  taking 
t.Hom  altogether^  they  are  for  service  little  better  than  an 
nriL  drilling  mob  of  pressed  men — good  or  bad  as  may  be — 
ftjrliting   ever  with   disgmce   or  decapitation   before  them, 
sViouid  they  fail  in  obtaining  \actory;  and  with  but  little 
'i*>p€s  of   reward  should    they  chance    to   be    snccessfuL 
L*rjtler  a   more   genial   and   a  more  enlightened  rule,  the 
'^tiiiiese  Ibrces  would,  it  may  confidently  be  predicted,  be 
^^1^^  different^  and  with  the  immense  means  of  men  and 
^*^*^terial  at  the  disposal  of   the  empire,    tliey    might    be 
'^^de  to  offer  a  veiy  serious  obstacle  to  the  operations  of 
^^  invading  enemy, 

1\re  have  long  since  lost  sight,  however,  of  our  semi-nude 

*i*i^nds— the   last  peep  we  managed   to  catch  was  of  one 

'^^Xiwny  rascal  who  had  mounted  the  thatched  roof  of  the 

**<:^nBe  to  watch  the  way  we  went — and  the  sun  is  really 

Consuming  us.     The  past  night's  disc®niforts  and  unreiVesh- 

**^  sleep  have  made  us  feverish  and  fagged,  with  im  almost 

u.^ihtarable   thirst  parching   our   throats.     Not   a   di'op   of 

^w^ter  is  to  be  had  in  the  ditches  or  hollows,  and,  unsuccess* 

t^v,  We  solicit  the  inmates  of  the  mean  habitations  scattered 

^pftni^ly  to  the  right  and  left  of  our  mute,  for  a  mouthfiil  of 

'•wiything  to  allay  the  more  urgent  cravings  of  our  mouths. 

F 
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The  long  level  seems  without  water  of  any  kind,  and  ho    *Jl 
the  dwellers  on  it  manage  to  exist  without  that  essential  ^HHii 
\itality,  was   more  than   we   could  guess  in   our  dried-i^^ijip 
state-      They  must  have    liad  water  somewhere,  but   pi"^-— re- 
liably in  such  small  quantity  that  they  could  not  sjjare  ^      as 
nuich  as  we  required.      Kor  was  there  anything  gi'omrrmrng 
for  many  miles  but  two  species  of  heath — one  I'esembling^^g  a 
good  deal  in  hue  and  sixe  oxir  own  heather,  overtopped  W^   by 
a  taller    and   more    plentiful,  but  not    so  Ijrilliant   tiute^^»€d, 
a  vanety.     The.  travellers  we  met  were  few,  and  all  bocziiore 
some  description  of  weapon,  either  sword,  spear,  or  inatc^i^rJj* 
Ifjck — whether   mtended  for  offence  or  defence  we  coi 
not  ascertain* 

The  pedestrians  were  of   a  very  humble  class,  and 
ried  little,  if  anything,  worth  protecting;  while  the  one 
two  who  passed  us  on  nimble  Uttle  donkeys  could  scarcc^'yi 
require    the    aid    of  the     defiant-looking,    wooden-handL^^d 
sword  that  lay  so  snugly  between  the  saddle  flap  and  ride  ^''^ 
thigh  on  the  off-side — as  their  property  consisted  only  of  tl"**^ 
shrivelled,  over-weighted  asses  they  bestrode,  and  a  sma.*^^ 
bag  containuig  a  change  of  clothuig  (  ?),  or  some  very  trifliw^  l 
commodity  that  could  be  of  no  value  to  any  but  the  mc 
mercenary  footpad  in  ci*eation.     They  must  be  voluntee*^"^^ 
we  thought  J  ^vending  their  way  to  some  rendezvous  or  dep^--^ 
not  far  off,  whence  they  would  be  conveyed,  in  bodies,   ^*^  ^ 
those  provinces  where  robbeiy,  murder,  and  devastation  vre^^^^^M 
rampant,  there  to  swell  the  hosts  of  lukewanu  scatterlin  f^-^^ 
idlinir  their  lives  away  in  frivolous  skirmishes  under  tB  ^^^^ 
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away 
Imperial   banners.     They  much  resembled    the    misnam^ 
troops  at  Shanghai  and  other  phices  southward,  m  dress  a*^*-J^ 
arms;  but  it  might  turn  out  that  they  were  only  going    ^^^B 
Government  representatives   to   levy  money   from    ill-fat^^^B 
villager  or  townsman,  under  instructions  from  some  llanda*"*^  ^ 
or  official,  who  had  arrogated  to  himself  unlimited  jxiwei'S  - 
We  continue  faintly  clinging,  or  mthcr  hanging,  to  ot 
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saddles,  gaspingly  longing  for  a  deep  quaff  of  some  icy 
beverage,  with  the  unclouded  sky  and  unmitigated  sickly 
glare  of  the  sun  making  more  forbidding  the  landscape 
through  which  we  try  to  push  our  way.  We  are  guided 
only  by  the  scathed  stripe  of  baked  earth  deeply  rutted  on 
its  edges  by  the  narrow  rims  of  native  wheels,  and  turn 
at  every  opportunity  into  the  shrivelled  enclosures  of  the 
shreddy  earthen  tenements  to  beg  or  seize  upon  the  first 
vessel  of  water  we  can  discover ;  but  the  pauper-looking 
occupants  seem  as  if  they  themselves  were  dying  of  thirst, 
and  had  been  dried  up  to  imitate  mummies.  Our  eyes  are 
painful  and  watery,  from  constant  straining  against  the 
stupefying  glare  and  a  wind  hot  and  biting  as  the  Mistral, 
and  our  noses,  fierily  red,  are  not  to  be  touched  with 
impunity. 

In  all  sincerity  of  spirit,  and  in  far  more  urgent  case,  we 
exclaim  with  Cowper : 

*  O  for  a  lodge  in  some  vast  wilderness, 
Some  boundless  contiguity  of  shade  ! ' 

What  sacrifices  would  we  not  have  made  to  have  bargained 
^wnth  some  Dryad  for  a  tiny  nook  in  the  deepest  recess  of 
sylvan  retreat,  away  from  this  shadeless  tiresome  scene ! 

A  high  branchless  trunk  of  a  tree  rises  before  us  like  a 

lantern-pole,  with  a  little  roughly-constructed  box,  resembling 

a.  hen-cage,  fixed  at  the  top.     We  were  about  to  pass  it,  in 

tlie  conviction  that  it  was  intended  for  a  beacon  to  guide 

travellers  across   the   waste  by  night,  and  were  dutifully 

placing  such  thoughtfulness  of  the  local  rulers  to  their  credit, 

'when,  drawing  near  to  its  foot,  we  were  disgusted  to  find 

the  cage  contained  a  human  head — or  the  remains  of  one — 

^lack,  decomposed,  and  crow-pecked.     Tlie  horribly  ghastly 

&ce  looked  directly  down  upon  us  through  the  bottom  si)ars ; 

foi*  the  skull,  partially  dragged  out  of  tlie  box  by  the  carrion- 

^Ws,  still  kept  hold  of  the  plaited  queue  which  was  tied 
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round  the  pole  to  prevent  the  loathsome  kites  and  crows 
tearing   it  away  altogether  before  it  had   fallen  to  pieces- 
A^vfuUy  hideous  was  this  memento  of  cruelty  and  barbarism 
—  weather-worn,  grilled,  discoloured,  and  decayed,  and  thi*cw 
a  sullen  darkness  across  the  bright  light  of  day  as  the  vajcant 
orbits  seemed  to  ix^buke  the  heedless  travellei's  in  language  ^ 
like  this :  *  For  the   sake  of  human  nature,  for  the  credit  ^ 
of  those  who  frame  laws,  and  those  who  enforce  themi  be 
merciful,  and  bury  me  under  the  earth,  or  compassionately 
hide   me   amidst   the   heath   from   the  shuddering,  gaze  of  m 
humanity.     The  maxims  of  our  countiy  are  ever  inculcating  ™ 
commiseration  and  charity  towards  our  fellow-men:  I  am^ 
one  of  the   Emperor's  —  our    father's  —  cluldren,  and   his  ■ 
regard  lor  us  is  constantly  in  the  mouths  of  his  ministers, 
so  that  we  may  faitlifully  serve  and  duly  revere  him ;  our  M 
philosophers  wisely  ttnd  tenderly   say,   ^'in  enacting   laws, 


necessary ;   but    in 


exccutmg 


them,    mercy. 
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rigoui'    IS 
Behold  r 

We  are  reminded  that  we  have  before  us  another  phase  — 
a  most  revolting  one  —  of  ^e  strange  inconsistencies  which 
are  to  be  noted  by  the  observant  dweller  amongst  the 
people  of  China,  even  in  the  most  common-place  matters- 
The  laws — the  penal  code — are  most  sagaciously  and  mer- 
cifully framed  for  the  Jidniinistmtion  of  justice,  and  pro- 
vision is  made  for  all  possible  contingencies  tliat  may 
arise  to  retard  its  coui^se  —  mildness  and  equity  being  ever 
paramount.  Here  justicCj  and  life,  and  death  were  con- 
cerned, and  death  trlmnphed*  Why?  Because  destruction^ 
cruelty,  tmd  torture  were,  perhaps,  more  convenient  and 
better  suited  to  the  practice  of  the  magistrates  than  the 
humane  but  antagonistic  theories  of  the  code,  f 

We  could  not  understand  why  this  display  of  Asiatic  law 
should  have  been  made  in  such  an  obscure  place,  so  we  at  ■ 
once  referred  to  Ma-foo  for  an  explanation.  The  unfeeling  man 

were  joking,  for  it  was  some  time 


I 


must  have  thought  we 
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before  Ms  old  mtlicred  coxmtenance  could  be  brought  into  a 
condition  of  steadiness  sufficient  to  allow  him  to  chuckle  out 
that  the  wix*tch  whose  head  hung  over  us  had  been  a  Pt-tang— 
by  which  Canton  word,  that  he  had  picked  up  somewhere 
during  his  missionary  rambles,  we  undei-stood  the  man  to 
have  been  a  thief  or  pirate,  as  hillf/  loon^  another  Canton 
word   for    thief^   may   be  derived   from  iJie   *  Ladrone  *   of 


^^ 


A  Witniiiig  to  E(ibl]fira. 


Portuguese  notoriety,  and  that  he  had  suffered  tlie  extreme 
penalty  of  the  law  for,  in  all  probability,  some  insignificant 
misdemeanour  perpetrated  near  the  spot. 

We  had  not  gone  many  hundred  yards  befoi*c  we  came 
on  another,  and  another,  each  more  disgusting  than  tlie 
other.  We  appeared  to  liave  got  on  to  an  old-fashioned 
Bagshot  or  Blaekheath,  80  feaifuUy  did  these  reEcs  remind 
one  of  highwaymen  and  gibbets  —  for  Ma-foo  declared  all  to 
be  the  heads  of  i-obbers.     This  attendant  of  ours,  though  a 
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Roman  Catholic,  aud  therefore  coming  under  the  designation 
of  Christian,  had  the  same  Tf^unt  of  g)i  apathy  and  indifterence 
to  human  life  as  his  countrymen  generall}'  display.     One  need 
go  no  furthi^r  than  to  the  l>eggar  chiss  for  proof  of  this ; 
ci^owds  of  heings  in  all  the  harro^ving  sttiges    of  star\-ation 
throng  the  streets,  dyings  and  often  dead,  at  the  doors  in 
the  busiest  thomughfores,  and  their  fellow-men  pass  them 
by   as  if  they   saw  them  not.      Certainly  the   quality   of  fl 
mei^cy  is  not  much  stmined  to  economise  life  —  nor,  from  ^ 
what  we  have  wtnessed,  can  we  vouch  for  the  existence  of 
tliis  great  attribute  in  the  slightest  degree  in  the  leaven  of  ^J 
the  Chinese  nature ;  nor  is  tlie  desire  to  foster  or  awaken  it  ^M 
in  the  hearts  of  the  many  who  might  minister  to  perishing 
ci^atures  at  all  to  be  imputed  to  those  who  n^present  the 
patriarchal   systc^m  of  government;    on  the  contrary,   any 
movement  to    alleviate    disti^^ss,    dui*ing  the   rifrours   of   a 
sevei'e   A\inter,   we   were    sony  to    observe,  obtamed    little 
iixvour  fmni  the  authorities* 

A  supcrahundimt  [lopulation,  teemuig  in  eveiy  nook  and 
ci'anny,  selfishl)'  striving  to  eke  out  as  comfortable  a  lifetime 
as  i>oss^ible,  and  to  liccumulate  wealth  in  the  least  time  com- 
jmtible  with  ^ccurit)*,  is  alwiiys  extruding  the  unluckv  and 
unthrifty  li\»m  its  mass,  and  thromng  them  out  to  drift  about 
as  they  best  may*  To  steal  and  to  beg  are  the  only  alterna- 
tives left — the  foi-mer  leads  to  a  nearer  tenuination  perhaps 
than  the  other,  *  Hetids  or  tails  '  is  the  sentence ;  the  tii'st 
most  fi*equently  turns  up,  and  the  culprit  is  compelled  to 
part  with  his  liea(li>iece,  tail  and  all — and  is  hurried  oif 
to  execution  a  tew  houi's  ofter  the  decision  against  him, 
without  a  tithe  of  the  protection  or  inquiry  bestowed  on  a 
pickpocket  in  England. 

When  amputation  of  the  tail  chances  to  be  the  sentence, 
the  offender  is  iiTcvocably  fixed  in  beggardom^  far  beyond 
the  |}ossibility  of  extrication  or  the  reacli  of  s)inpathy;  a 
lost  man,  in  fact,  shuimed  by  eveiyone,  a  wretch  to  whom 
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death  wotild  be  a  gladdening  relief.  A  Cliinese  beggar's 
vocation  is  not  the  hale  and  hearty  gabcrlunzie  inde- 
pendency of  the  English  vagi'ant-  From  the  moment  he  is 
cut  off  fi'om  labour,  decapitiition  and  starvation  haunt  him, 
without  a  prosi>ect  of  escape^  though  this  he  attempts  Tvith 
desf>erate  cunning  and  extraordinar)^  boldness^  which  did 
not  quite  receive  our  approbation  when  we  happened  to 
suffer  by  them.     How  I  beseeched  Astnea,  the  Goddess  of 
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Justice^  to  dcHver  up  to  me  the  only  coat  I  possessed,  with 
watch,  papers,  and  pocket  contents  accompanying  it — no 
|M)rtion  of  which  did  I  ever  see  again;  or  the  hard-heiiited 
ra^M^l  who  purloined  them  from  my  tent,  when  to  replace 
them  were  almost  impossible;  and  how  I  ranted  and  raved 
on  that  cokl  wmter's  night,  when,  having  constructed  a 
cosy  little  fireplace  in  a  dingy  Tien-tsin  room,  and  with  no 


72  HEARTLESS    PILFERERS. 

small  amount  of  labour  raised  a  tall  chimney  to  carry  off 
the  products  of  combustion  into  a  narrow  lane  at  the  gable- 
end  of  the  house,  I  had  the  chimney  knocked  down  for  the 
second  time,  and  the  bricks  carefully  removed  to  some 
unknoAvn  locality !  My  astonished  servitor  reported  the 
daring  conduct  of  the  unknown  parties,  who  afterwards,  not 
satisfied  with  what  they  had  already  taken,  twice  emptied 
the  grate  of  its  burning  contents  by  the  aperture  leading 
to  the  outside  of  the  room.  How  many  nights  did  I  not 
lie  awake  watching  the  vacant  hole,  with  aU  sorts  of  curious- 
things  rigged  up  to  tumble  down  at  the  slightest  touch 
of  the  scoundrel,  the  mean-souled  Prometheus,  and  kept  a 
revolver  near  my  bed  in  a  state  of  readiness;  but  for  weeks 
neither  friend  nor  pilferer  ventured  near  between  the  going 
down  and  rising  of  the  sun !  A  few  days  afterwards,  when 
riding  through  the  suburb  of  the  city,  I  saw  three  newly- 
decollated  heads  embellishing  the  roadside,  and  my  heart 
relented,  for  I  imagined  that  they  were  the  remains  of  our 
late  visitors,  and  from  that  hour  the  weapon  of  retribution 
appeared  no  more  at  my  bedside. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

THE    HUNDRED- SPIRITED     BIRD  —  ANCIENT     RUSTIC — INEXPENSIVE    COS- 
TUMES  THE    INN    AT    CHE-TUR  —  MID-DAY    HALT  —  TARTAR  PONIES  — 

SUPERIORITY  OP  SfULES  —  MANDARIN'S  TRAVELLING  EQUIPAGE  AND 
ESCORT  —  NON-OBSERVANCE  OP  SUNDAY  IN  CHINA  —  THE  WESTERN 
MOUNTAINS. 

ABOUT  eighteen  miles  from  our  last  night's  quarters  the 
country  became  dotted  here  and  there  with  meagre 
squares  of  meadow  land,  on  which  the  diminutive  black  goat 
of  the  country,  or  a  scraggj'^,  sore-backed  donkey,  grazed  in 
peaceful  comfort;  while  sundry  hares,  smaller  and  lazier  than 
our  own,  scampered  with  easy  pace  from  the  path  of  the  in- 
traders  to  seek  a  nest  in  the  nearest  ling-bush.  '  Far  in  the 
downy  cloud,'  regardless  of  the  sun's  intensity  in  the  fierce- 
ness of  the  July  midday,  the  little  North  China  skylark,  the 
Pehling^  or  *  Hundred-spirited  bird,' '  blithesome  and  cumber- 
less  '  as  its  congener  in  our  own  land,  though  imperceptible 
to  the  eye,  inspiringly  threw  out  its  gushing  song  with 
the  most  lively  abandon  —  the  thrilling  melodious  gusts 
descending  from  the  heavenly  promenade  like  those  of 

*  A  high-born  maiden  in  a  palace  tower^ 
Soothing  her  love-laden  soul,  in  secret  hour. 
With  music  sweet  as  love,  which  overflows  her  bower.' 

Soon  the  glad  song  drives  away  one-half  of  our  fatigue  as 
we  plod  on,  eager  for  the  first  inn,  where  breakfast  may  be 
got  ready  in  some  way  or  other. 

An  old  man  is  at  work  in  a  grass-plot  cutting  the  short 
thin  herbage,  and  as  our  road  is  not  altogether  well  marked 
out,  we  cross  over  to  inquire.     Poor  old  fellow !  he  is  in  a 
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great  state  of  unfeigned  alarm  at  our  sudden  appearanc 
and  makes  an  attempt  to  run  away,  but  a  second  thought 
convinces  him  that  his  weak  limbs  could  not  cany  him 
beyond  the  field,  so  he  stands  still,  ready  to  supplicate  for 
pity*  He  Is  quite  unable  to  answer  the  questions  put  to 
him,  till  reassured  by  Ma-foo  that  we  intend  no  harm^  and 
then  he  gathers  confidence  to  speak,  though  still  uncertain 
as  to  our  motives.     Purblind  and  aU  but  naked,  the  skin 
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covering  the  visible  skeleton  head,  gathered  in  i^Tinkled  creases 
anmnd  his  neek  and  lace,  which  is  of  tlie  colour,  and  not 
unlike  the  texture,  of  a  hard- worn,  deeply-stained  saddle; 
but  the  dearly-cherished  tail,  though  still  pendent  from  tlie 
crown  of  his  venerable  occiput,  had  dmndled  away  to  the 
tliickness  of  a  whip-cord  of  silvery  strands  coiled  round  his 
braw.  His  mornhig*s  work  lay  near,  in  little  heaps  of  fodder 
placed  eveiy  ten  or  twelve  yards  over  half  an  acre  of  ground. 
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and  the  implement  employed  bore  sucli  tmces  of  noveltj^ 
in  its  construction  and  design  tliat  we  could  not  ibrbar 
taking  a  rough  outline  of  it,  and  noting  its  name,  which 
sounded,  as  nearly  as  we  could  write  it,  like  Mi-sa,  To  a 
Uttle  basket  of  willow  twigs,  open  at  one  side,  was  fixed  a 
shovel  handle  witli  a  thin  sharp  blade  of  iron  along  the  front 
or  open  side-  This  handle  was  held  in  the  left  hand,  while 
the  right  one  swung  the  basket  and  blade  against  the  grass^ 
cutting  and  carrying  it  away  at  the  same  stroke  by  means 
of  two  cords  tied  to  the  back  rim  of  the  tray  and  looped 
round  each  end  of  another  wooden  handle  in  the  right  hand. 
The  ex|>ert  way  in  which  he  A^^elded  this  contrivance,  and 
the  qucintity  of  glass  cut  with  it  in  a  few  minutes,  after 
we  had  overcome  his  scruples  and  got  him  again  to  work, 
showed  that  the  inventor  had  economy  both  of  time  and 
labour  in  view  when  he  introduced  it- 
Soon  after,  we  saw  scattered  groups  of  people  toiling 
and  scmping  the  crust  of  the  land  in  an  entire  state  of 
nudity — ^the  most  humble  class  of  peasantry  we  had  seen 
in  China,  and  as  we  passed  close  t^  them,  and  could  not 
avoid  gazing  at  such  miserable  slaves,  they  beti'ayed  no 
signs  of  bashfidness,  but  continued  tlieir  unprofitable  work 


as   if    no 


stnnigers 


had    been    near.     The    villa«fes    were 


l^ecoming  more  plentitiil,  but  still  were  raised  on  tall  hillocks, 
itiid  as  decrepid  as  any  we  had  seen.  The  starving  inmates 
came  out  to  hx>k  at  us,  some  of  the  males  and  nearly  all  the 
children — ^if  appearances  were  to  be  trusted — happily  exempt 
(mm  tailors'  bills  and  the  fluctuations  of  fashion,  their  bodies 
unconstrained  and  wi  tin  nit  a  covering  save  tliat  aftbnled 
by  the  thif^klv-incru&rted  dirt  that  had  been  collectintr  on 
and  sheathing  their  skins  since  the  ceremonious  washing 
inflicted  on  them,  accordhig  to  custom^  a  few  days  after 
birth.  Nut  unfix*queutly,  however,  some  few  could  be 
observed  clad  m  a  quadrangular  soi-t  of  tucker  suspended 
uround  the  neck  by  a  cord  at  one  corner,  and  bound  close 
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to  the  middle  by  the  opposite  corners^  but  barely  covering 
the  front  of  the  half-civilised  beings  who  jumped  and 
squatted  about  their  doors*  In  these  apologies  for  a  cos- 
tume one  or  two  pockets  were  stuck,  in  which  were  car- 
ried any  trifling  necessaries  a  Chinaman  of  the  lower  orders 
may  require. 

About  one  o'clock  exhausted  nature  felt  revived,  and 
hopes  began  to  be  stirred  up  as  we  ascended  the  steep 
side  of  the  embankment  on  which  the  streaky  road  stumbled 
into  the  exalted  but  rough  hamlet  of  Clie-tur,  where  we 
found  an  inn  in  every  respect  better  than  that  of  last  night* 
The  rooms^  though  in  miserable  repair,  felt  cool  and  shel- 
tered, the  theiTiiometer  only  indicating  96*  in  the  shade. 
The  domestic  arrangements  of  the  establishment  were 
knocked  into  entUess  confusion  by  our  i)resence,  and  by  the 
embarrassment  imposed  on  its  f^er^itors  tlu^oiigh  the  impe- 
tuous crowd  of  villagers  who  thronged  the  place  to  immo- 
bihty^  and  made  ingress  or  egress  for  any  but  ourselves  all 
but  impossible.  Already  we  began  to  be  objects  of  curic^sity 
and  speculation  to  these  simple-minded  people,  who  had 
never  before  seen  the  face  of  European,  and  were  lost  in 
wonder  at  everything  about  us*  Two  willing  little  boys — 
more  active  and  acute  tlian  any  of  theii'  age  and  class  we 
ever  saw  at  home,  waited  u|XJn  us,  and,  by  dint  of  great 
exertion  and  anticipated  cumshaiL^  found  us  water  enough 
for  a  bath,  and  a  half  gourd-shell  to  souse  it  about  with- 

This,  with  copious  dmughts  of  hot  tea,  and  a  bnef  nap  on 
a  mat  couch,  thoroughly  refreshed  us,  and  it  was  an  agreeable 
addition  to  our  satistiiction  to  see  the  mumals  on  which  so 
much  depended  digesting  large  mangers-full  of  cliyp[iecl 
straw  and  bran  with  undiminislied  s[)ints  or  appetites.  But 
our  own  meal^our  breakfast-^was  still  unapproachable,  as  ■ 
the  cuisine  boasted  of  nothing  likely  to  please  our  out- 
landish jmlates,  except  eggs-  Nut  having  become  sufficiently 
accustomed  to  their  pleasing  aroma,  Iiunger's  urgent  appeals 
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fidled  to  entice  us  to  depend  on  them,  inasmuch  as  we  were 
cognisant  of  the  existence  of  a  staple  commodity,  lurking  in 
a  basket  which  had  been  carefully  packed  up  for  service  in 
the  depths  of  the  travelling  cart,  and  which  offered  far 
stronger  attractions  to  our  delicate  tastes ;  so  on  Frankfort 
sausage  we  fell  back,  and  what  with  its  excellent  flavour,  its 
delectable  taste,  and  its  unimpeachably  substantial  qualities, 
aided  by  capacious  bowls  of  pearly  rice — each  pellicle  as 
distinct  and  clear  in  outline  and  individuality  as  the  light 
flakes  of  snow  which  the  wintry  sky  thinly  scatters  over  this 
intemperate  region — ^washed  down  by  repetitions  of  steaming 
cups  of  the  national  beverage,  such  a  repast  was  made  as 
rather  amazed  our  youthful  waiters,  who  were  considerably 
bewildered  at  our  foresight  and  unexampled  fastidiousness  in 
carrying  about  our  oAvn  supplies  and  the  articles  necessary  for 
their  serving  up,  refusing  the  dainty  fai'e  of  the  house,  and 
objecting  even  to  the  assistance  that  might  be  found  in  the 
chopsticks  which  they  laid  before  us.  Many  visitors  ascended 
the  two  little  steps  at  the  door  to  watch  the  movements  of 
two  such  curious  mortals,  and  when  the  feast  had  really  com- 
menced, a  rush  was  made  by  about  a  dozen  of  the  most 
obtrusive,  who  could  contain  their  umnily  inquisitiveness  no 
longer,  but  fairly  stuck  themselves  over  the  table,  staring 
into  our  faces  with  unwinking  eyes,  or  folloAving  the  motions 
of  spoon  or  fork  like  starving  dogs.  The  organ  of  smell 
required  that  they  should  be  expelled  without  delay,  and  it 
must  be  told,  to  their  advantage,  that  after  the  first  inti- 
mation of  their  being  unAvelcome,  they  did  not  again  enter  the 
room,  but  pertinaciously  posted  themselves  outside  in  eveiy 
comer  fipom  whence  they  could  obtain  the  faintest  glance  of 
ourselves  or  shadows. 

Nature  demanded  another  hour's  rest  to  overcome  the 
effects  of  this  unusual  repletion ;  so  we  stretched  out  again 
on  the  couch  with  all  the  ease  and  contentment  so  com- 
fortable and  simple  an  entertainment  could  bestow,  under 
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the   gentle  sxin^eiilanee  of  sundry  pnmly  dignified  Tartar 
beauties,  whose  ijainted  faces,   suiinounted   by   clusters   ofB 
bright-coloured  flowers,   looked  down  smilingly  on  us  from 
detached    scrolls    on    the  wall,  as    with  slender    t'i[)ering  M 
fingers,  armed  with  the   boatswain's* whistle  nail  protectors,  ■ 
they  becomingly  wave  the  gracefid  fan,  or  with  silken  cord 
restrain  the  playfxU  gamlxils  of  toyish  poodles  who  are  bent 
on  amusing  themselves  w  ith  the  gay  tassels  suspended  to  the  ■ 
toes   of  their   thick,    narrow-soled   canoe-like    shoes,    quite 
mimindful  of  the  Intel's persed  specimens  of  €*xquisite  calli- 
graphy surrounding  them,  inculcating  some  trite  moral  Con-  ■ 
fucian  aphorism,  favourite  saying,  or  good  msh,  1 

Well  restored  by  four  in  the  afternoon,  we  again  got  under 
way,  and  with  a  long  twenty  miles  before  us,  and  the  fag-  ■ 
end  of  a  liot  wind  blowing  in  our  faces,  left  a  staring  crowd 
in  the  middle  of  the  village  street  as  we  descended  to  the 
plain  beyond. 

Four  miles  an  hour  mpidly  l>rought  us  into  a  more 
fertile  country,  with  large  tracts  of  meadow-land,  on  which 
grazed  troops  of  what  are  generally  called  Tartar  j)onies,  but 
which  ai-e,  in  all  likelihood,  bred  on  this  side  of  the  Wall, — 
tended  by  men  with  long  whips,  whose  business  seemed  to 
be  principally  confined  to  smoking,  and  now  and  then 
adjusting  the  rope-hobble  that  bound  two  or  three  of  each 
animars  legs  together  to  prevent  their  straying  too  far. 
Among  the  droves  were  some  of  the  best  ponies  we  had  yet  ■ 
seen  in  the  North;  great,  strong,  *tousey  tykes,'  as  uncouth 
and  rugged  members  of  the  gonm  equinum  as  could  well  be 
found  anywhere  else  in  the  workl ;  but  as  hardy,  strong,  and 
handy  as  they  seemed  coarse-l>rcd.  The  so-named  Tartar 
pony  is  as  unlike  that  in  use  in  South  Cliina,  Manila,  or  | 
Japan,  as  can  l)e  imagined  by  those  who  have  not  seen  it,  and 
iliifers  as  widely  from  the  Amoy  and  Canton  bi'eed  as  the  fl 
i*ough,  old-fashioned  farmer's  Galloway  does  from  the  Shet- 
land or  Dartmoor  pony;  the  fanner  of  which  it  certainly 
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lavours  in  more  respects  than  one*  Great,  out-of-projior- 
tioned  head,  indicating  nothing  but  the  most  surly  stubborn- 
ness or  vice,  with  the  eyes  ahnost  concealed  beneath  an 
excess  of  long  Biatted  forelock  ;  a  thin  neck,  roofed  by  a 
tangled  raanc  undistui'bed  by  comb  or  brush  since  the  animal 
first  assumed  a  quadrupedal  existence ;  a  low,  thick,  straight 
shoulder,  from  which  extends  a  lengthy,  concave,  sharp- 
ridged  Imck  to  the  massive  bony  haunches  which  stand  out 
like  two  buttresses,  lea\ing  the  loins  narrow  and  yawning, 
aiid  a  croup  salient  and  rude,  reaching  to  a  tail  for  all  the 
world  like  a  protracted  muddy  swab;  while  the  liml>s,  strong 
but  rigidly  perjiendicular  to  the  veiy  gi'ound,  are  all  but  liid 
in  masses  of  unkempt  or  untrinimed  hair*  Beneath  this 
ungainly  and  unprepossessing  exterior,  however,  lies  the 
staunchest  spirit  and  most  unflinching  endurance  that  can 
belong  to  the  species,  and  which  enables  this  much-neglected 
servant  to  i>erform  work  and  achieve  long  journeys  that  per- 
haps no  other  animal  could  accomplish  on  the  same  meagre 
innutritions  food.  Many  stories  are  told  of  them  and  the 
long-continued  jog-trot  pace  they  can  sustain  with  a  heavy 
lumbersome  Chinaman  on  their  backs,  weighing,  perhaps, 
sixteen  stones,  and  the  pony  measm'ing  but  from  twi.4ve 
to  fourteen  hands  high  at  the  utmost.  The  Russian  courier 
from  Peking  to  Kiaklita,  a  fi'ontier  to^vn  of  the  llussimi 
dominions — a  distance  of  about  500  miles — not  long  ago 
used  to  ride  one  pony  there  in  twelve  days,  and,  after 
two  days'  rest,  retmn  in  fifteen.  In  getting  away  through 
heavy  ground  they  are  decidedly  first-rate,  and  nothing 
could  exceed  the  ready  way  in  which  they  shuflled  off  vnth 
their  riders  when  chased  by  our  dragoons  in  the  eai'ly  part 
of  the  campaign.  Bearing  no  visil^le  signs  of  any  attempts 
having  been  made  to  improve  the  breed — and  it  may  be 
doubted  if  what  we  consider  improvement  would  Jiiuch 
tend  to  enhance  its  value  for  the  purposes  to  which  it  is  made 
subservient  by  the  Chinese,  and  at  the  same  time  preserve 
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those  qualities  which  endow  it  vnth  such  a  remarkable  apti 
tude  for  withstanding  fatigue  and  exposure  to  the  weather 
on  the  most  unfavourttble  sort  of  forage — we  see  the  little 
brute  now  as  it  was  in  all  probaliility  in  tlie  dreaded  days  of 
the  Tartar  cavalry,  when,  becoitdng  too  redundant  for  thdr 
own  comfort  on  the  lmi*ren  steppes  or  neglected  plaina,  and 
dreading  famine,  or  prompted  by  the  prospect  of  pillage  aud 
the  gloiy  of  conquest,  the  equally  hardy  imd  obstinate  Mongol 
or  Mantehu,  mounted  on  these  ursine  solipcdes^  broke  through 
all  obstacles,  and  covered  countries  richer  imd  more  civilised 
than  tlieir  own,  with  liavoc  and  ruin.  But  thougli  gifted  with 
so  well-adapted  and  serviceable  an  animal,  the  Chinese  very 
much  prefer  the  hybrid^  ol>taiued  by  crossing  the  pony  with 
the  never-woni'Out  ass,  and  in  this  they  show  their  usual  dis- 
crimination in  matters  pertaining  to  domestic  economy.  Not 
so  tall  as  the  Spanish  mule,  stronger  built  than  either  the 
Pei*sian  or  Turkish,  the  Nortlx  China  mule  is  incomjiarably 
better-constitutioned,  more  robust,  and  livelier-jmced  than 
either,  and  in  the  hands  of  a  Clunese  muleteer  is  as  docile 
and  obedient  as  a  Liverpool  dray-hox^se,  ^vithout  requiring  a 
tenth  part  of  the  care  and  attention  bestowed  on  tlie  more 
favoured  breeds ;  and  their  immunity  from  disease  and  the 
eflfects  of  over- work  Ijeing  greater  than  mth  the  ponies,  their 
value  is  considerably  increased,  sometimes  even  threefold. 
So  much,  indeed,  is  this  animal  prefeiTed  for  riding  purjjoses, 
that  Mandarins  select  mules  for  ease  and  convenience  rather 
than  ponies,  and  scarcely  a  team  of  draught  cattle  can  be  met 
that  has  not  either  one  or  two  of  these  mongrels  in  the  most 
important  corner  of  tlie  gear,  as  a  powerful  aid  and  incentive 
to  the  other  beasts* 

The  road  or  path  we  were  tracking  out  was  still  a  lonely 
one,  and  did  not  seem  to  be  much  frequented,  notwithstand- 
ing the  little  footways  that  at  decreasing  intervals  led  off  in 
various  directions ;  so  that  we  had  but  trifling  variation- 
Sometimes  a  man  would  pass  us  trundling  along  the  peculiar 
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tchiyu'dza^  or  wheelbnrrow,  vnth  a  load  on  it  large  enough 
for  a  one-horse  cart,  the  perspiration  rollitig  off  his  face  and 
TCreather-bro^vned  body  in  niiiiiic  streams  without  afFecting 
hiB  strength  in  the  most  trifling  degree,  while  his  tail  was 
put  to  a  very  hiudable  use  in  binding  a  piece  of  rag  around 
his  forehead  and  aftbrdhig  8upp<jrt  to  a  browband  with  a 
lot  of  bristling  rushes  inserted  in  its  structure  immediately 
oirer  the  eyebrows,  to  protect  his  eyes  from  the  sun's  glare. 
Sometimes  the  same  kind  of  velnele  would  be  wheeled  labour- 
\ngly  along  by  an  old  faded  individual  whose  worldly  all, 
coTisistmg  of  his  sniall-ftx>ted  wife,  and  i^erhaps  a  child,  with 
m  agglomenition  of  duds,  and  fragments  of  furniture,  were 
packed  on  in  a  manner  sufficient  to  indicate  a  distant  'flit- 
UBg/  and  two  or  three  young  people  walking  alongside,  one 
of  whom  was  certain  to  be  canying  arms,  gave  one  an  idea 
of  the  stmngth  of  his  establishment.     As  the  afternoon  pro- 
gressed the  countr}^  improved ;  the  villages  near  us,  frequently 
sbroaded  in  a  whirhvind  of  dust,  exhibited  more  tiiste  and 
are,  and  away  in  the  far  distance,  afloat  in  the  driffing  sea- 
liJce  mimge,  they  towered  up  pleasantly  among  trees  at  close 
iokrv'als,  looking  green  and  fresh,  as  islands  in  a  tropical 
ocean;  but  the  ready  san-pans  still  hung  al>c3ut  them  in  case 
of  Deed*     Before  the  sun  had  touched  the  horizon  we  en- 
couQt^jred  a  large  convoy  of  some  dozen  caits,  carrying  each 
in  front  a  small  tnangular  flag  vnth  its  t^^vj*  border  bound 
byred^  and  in  the  centre  an  inscription  denoting  the  name 
and  rank  of  some  mandarin,  their  interioi^s  crowded  with  all 
sorts  of  miscellaneous  articles;  and  in  some  of  these  rude 
conveyances  lolled  great  obese  phlegmatic  Chhiamen,  wlio 
sJept^  ate,  and  lived  in  their  jarring  apartments  for  very 
many  days,  for  they  had  travelled  from  a  place  in  Kwantung 
(the  old  name  for  Liautung),  which  they  informed  us  was 
akint  300  miles  distant*     Goodness  oidy  knows  how  they 
contrived  to  come  so  far  without  injury,  in  such  torturing 
clmusy  carts.    Large  square  blocks  of  wood  coarsely  mortised 
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and  bound  togetlier  to  the  unwieldy  shafts,  formed  a  bod^ 
of  some  10  or  12  feet  in  length,  fi^om  the  sides  of  which 
sprang  a  semicircular  roof  of  cane  matting,  to  shelter  the 
occupant  from  sun,  ruLii,  and  dust ;  the  whole  imposed  on  a 
massive  wooden  axle  tree  which  had  low,  nail -studded,  primi- 
tive wheels  fixed  at  each  end,  and  revolved  on  the  springlessj 
body,  instead  of  the  wheels  on  it»     Above,  below,  on  the  sided] 
and  behind,  inside  as  well  as  outside,  the  most  outlandish 
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things  were  fastened,  and  special  regsird  \^'as  had  to  lances, 
scimitai^,  and  matcldocks,  tliat  exinbittd  tlieir  threatening 
figures  in  the  most  conspicuous  and  ready  places. 

A  large  concourse  of  bnnvny  equestrians  loitered  about] 
while  the  weary  animals  in  the  ciirts  were  being  refreshed  by 
a  scant)^  supply  of  muddy  water,  a  few  lazily  Iianging  m  er  the 
necks  of  their  ponies,  or  sartoriously  scpuitted  on  the  ground 
w^atcliing  their  steeds  as  they  were  tiying  to  rid  their  mouths 
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of  the  sharp-edged  bit  befoi'e  cropping  the  enticing  herbage 
that  encircled  the  watering  place*  To  every  saddle  was 
hmig  it.s  matchlock  or  sword  :  the  first,  witli  its  muzzle 
stopped  up  by  a  plug  of  red  horsehtiii*,  wils  siisjKiided  by  the 
sliiig  to  the  high  pea^k  of  the  cnipper,  while  the  s^abre  in  a 
leaf  hem  scabbard  depended  by  two  loujis  from  tlie  sTde^  in 
wUch  position  it  might  hang  without  inconvenience  to  its 
pmprietor. 

These  Wimderers  were  the  finest  men  we  had  seen  for  a 
long  time  —  tall  and  loosely  formed,  their  muscular  bodies 
enveloped  in  the  ordinary  thin  blue  or  white  cotton  jacket 
mi  tmusers  that  barely  served  to  cover  them ;  their  feet  and 
aukles  buried  in  wide  gaiter-like  socks  which  served  also  to 
contain  the  lower  portion  of  the  legs  of  their  trousers;  their 
necks  were  quite  exposed,  and  their  heads  sui*mounted  by  straw 
kts  wider  in  the  brim  than  any  Spaniard's  sombrem,  trom 
under  which  tlieir  massive  faces,  covered  with  dufit  in  patches^ 
ill  others  as  brown  aa  sepia,  looked  out  upon  our  small  party 
flrith  an  expression  of  stupid    curiosity  and  wonder  (juite 
elianicteristic  of  these  country  folks,  plaijdy  nKlicating*that 
though  their  eyes  were  sluggishly  at  work,  their  minds  had 
little  to  do  in  speculating  about  us.     Their  masters  in  the 
waggons,  during  tiie  whole  of  our  halt  and  attempted  con- 
veiH*ation  with  sundry  members  of  the  rough-and-ready  escort, 
never  ndaxed  the  rigid  twist  of  stern  incognisance  into  wliich 
they  had  thrown  their  physiognomies  as  soon  as  we  came  in 
sigbt,   though   their  smothered   inquisitiveness   must   have 
punished  them  severely*     Sometimes  we  made  certain  that 
%  iDovement  was  required   to  ease  their  tiresome  position^ 
which  entailed  a  sudden  pTOJection  fon\ard  in  our  direction, 
rhenj  perhaps,  they  may  have  caught  a  glimpse  of  our  boots 
or  a  squint  at  the  visible  portions  of  our  saddles,  though 
their  stoical  full-moon  faces  betrayed  them  not.     Sometimes 
their  official,   buttoned,  extinguisher-looking  summer   hats 
ri^iuired  adjust ment  either  on  their  heads  or  the  sides  of 
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the  roof,  when  something  very  much  akin  to  a  furtive  stare 
at  our  faces  was  undoubtedly  attempted,  though  their  stolidly 
fixed  eyes  were  gazing  vacantly  before  them  in  less  than  a 
second  afterwards.  Their  arrogant  pride  would  not  sanction  M 
thqir  manifesting  tlie  faintest  approach  to  civility  for  the 
gratification  of  their  all  but  irrepressible  piying  wonder, 
and  seeing  their  dcBii^  to  be  left  to  themselves  in  the 
pseudo-dignity  they  had  borrowed  for  the  nonce,  we  had  no^ 
inclination  to  thrust  oumelves  upon  their  considemtion,  even 
at  the  expense  of  losing  infonnation  that  might  have  been  of 
some  vahie  to  us  on  the  unknown  road  that  lay  between  us 
and  our  destination.  The  beasts  drank  their  water,  the  lusty 
cavaliers  tightened  the  white  leathern  thongs  that  served  as 
girths,  pulled  up  their  sucks,  and  pushed  down  their  panta- 
loon legs  deeper  into  them,  and  the  cart  teams  jerked  the 
wrenching  squeaking  wheels,  or  rather  the  gmting  timber 
axle,  into  its  wonted  circuit ;  two  or  three  shouts  of  encou- 
ragement were  bellowed  at  the  leaders,  and  then  the  whole  . 
caravan  \vbs  in  motion,  and  the  horsemen  mounted;  80,B 
witttout  a  word  of  greeting  at  meeting  or  parting,  we  took 
our  opposite  courses  - —  we  still  to  the  north-east,  tliey  to  the 
south-west*  Their  first  contact  with  Europeans  was  over,! 
and  their  interest  in  the  rencontre  was  wofully  damped  byJ 
their  ignorant  vanity,  closing  their  mouths  and  blinding  theifj 
eyes  to  what  they  were  at  jserfect  Hberty,  for  aught  we  can 
to  speak  of  or  look  at- 

*  Anon  we  came  upon  village  carts  laden  \vith  some  vege-^! 
table  productions,  and  dra>vn  by  asBes,  oxen,  ponies,  or  mules, 
or  a  member  of  each  class  clubljed  together  in  front  of  the 
slow-moving  noisy  carriage;  and  — could  it  be  possible!  — 
old  men  in  open  fields  ploughing  on  Sunday,  and  ploughing, 
too,  more  frequently  with  an  ox^  a  pony,  and  an  ass,  than  any 
other  species  of  beast ;  the  three  working  away  as  cheerfull|W 
and  earnestly  as  if  the  Almighty  had  never  insisted  that  the 
race  of  man  should  keep  holy  the  Sabbath  day,  in  the  fourth 
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corinniiudmen  t,  and  as  if  Mose.*^,  in  Deuteronomy,  twenty -second 
chapter  and  tenth  verse,  had  not  declared  :  *  Thou  shalt  not 
plough  with  an  ox  and  an  ass  together ;'  the  latter,  perhaps, 
iUmishing  an  additional  proof  that  those  from  whom  this 
people  descended  withdrew  themselves  fmm  the  main  stock 
before  the  institution  of  a  day  of  rest  by  the  Prophet  in  the 
ifildemess,  by  which  many  winters  attempt  to  account  for  the 
noa-observance  of  this  day  in  China* 
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Fo-hi,  the  founder  of  the  empire, — whom  some  people  sup- 
pom  to  be  Noah, — they  imagine,  reth*ed  to  China  in  his  old 
and  there,  divinely  begotten  as  he  was,  he  taught  his 
lubjects  to  build  to^ns  and  live  in  them,  giving  them  prime 
minigters  and  magistrates  to  manage  their  affairs  and  preserve 
tmnquillity,  inventing  music  and  the  art  of  dressing,  to  make 
them  happy  and  comfortable ;  bestowing  on  his  nameless 
pet3ple  names ;  introducing  the  custom  of  sacrificing  six  dif- 
ferent kinds  of  animals  at  the  solstices^  in  order  to  ease  their 
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consciences  and  foster  feelings  of  venemtion ;  giving  them  also 
a  sjTnbolical  mode  of  writing  for  their  special  edification,  and 
a  code  of  laws  whicli  his  clever  eyes  and  pen  emibl^  him  to  M 
copy  from  a  tablet  on  the  back  of  a  post-tlihivian  monster  that 
he  had  the  good  luck  to  become  intimate  ^\dth  for  a  few  seconds,  ■ 
as  it  rose  to  breathe  from  the  bottom  of  a  lake,  by  the  side  of  1 
which  (he  chanced  to  be  strolling.     We  have  often  wondered 
why,  when  he  gave  them  all  this,  and  made  them  such  an 
industrious  lot  of  creatures,  he  did  not  allow  them  an  inters  al 
of  rest  or  recreation  ofti?ner  than  once  or  twice  a  year  ;  for 
he  showed,  by  his  omission  of  this  boon,  a  total  disregard  or 
unwarrantable  ignorance  of  the  truths  contauicd  in  the  pre- 
diction that  'All  work  and  no  play  would  make  John  China* ^ 
man  a  dull  hoy  J 

No,  he  gave  them  eveiything  else  necessary  but  a  profier 
day  for  unbending  their  bows,  though  he  made  a  very  close  M 
approach  to  it  when  he  presented  them  the  symbolical  diagram  ■ 
of  the  *■  Yang  and  Yin' — 'darkness  and  light,  rest  and  activity' 
—  to  portray  the  reciprocal  order  of  things  as  they  exist  in 
Natui*e,  —  one  of  these  dual  principles,  the  Yang  or  male, 
governing  the  affairs  of  Nature  for  six  days,  then  ceasing 
when  the  Yin  or  temale  principle  came  into  operation  for  the  M 
next  six.     What  a  pity  he  did  not  aHow  only  one  da}*  to  " 
elapse  between  each  change  !     What  a  difference  it  might 
have    made    in    the    conservative    routine    habits   of   the 
people ! 

As  the  sun  began  to  droop  in  the  west,  and  to  spread] 
around  him  the  resplendent  hues  of  a  summer  sunset,  the 
bold  dark  outlines  of  the  fine  range  of  mountains  we  had 
caught  a  transitoiy  glance  of  yesterday  came  out  in  full 
prospect,  jis  if  produced  by  the  startlhig  agency  of  a  mag^e* 
lantern.  W^  experienced  a  renewed  sense  of  joy  it  wouk 
be  hard  to  describe*  As  the  raging  orb  of  day  gently  slid 
doTvn  behind  them,  a  heavenly  breeze  from  theii'  majestic 
tops  stole  soothingly  and  bemgnantly  below  into  the  dai'kl 
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gleos  and  the  plain  beyond^  ehc?ering  everything  animated^ 
and  adding  new  beauties  to  tlie  ahxnidy  quiet  grandeur  of  the 
gloaining  in  the  ever-Yai*}ing  atmosiilierical  changes  attend- 
ing the  decline  of  a  fine  evening. 

Bhick,  bare,  and  rifted  into  all  sorts  of  jags,  pinnacles, 
towers^  and  minarets,  hustled  in  lieaps,  or  regularly  posted 
in  long  chains,  treeless  and  heatherless,  they  held  oiif  their 
sombre  welcome  to  us,  we  were  certain,  after  our  red-hot  and 
wearisome  life  on  the  most  palling  of  idl  uniiimpled  levels, 
ivitji  moix?  fei*\  our  and  congenial  spint  than  we  ever  expected 
frail  the  purple  Bens  of  the  Western  Highlands.  Liberty, 
life,  light,  and  strength  seemed  to  revel  on  the  loftiest  ridges  of 
that  sen-ated  margin,  and  lookeil  boldly  and  defiantly  towards 
the  insipid,  sickly  earthy  spreading  out  its  languid  surface  far 
to  the  right  and  behind  and  before.  Surely  the  uncon- 
tamirmted  air  tliat  sustains  and  invimirates  the  soul  of  free- 
Am\,  and  exalte  die  nature  of  nian»  is  concentrated  in  those 
regions  tliat  draw  nearest  to  the  clouds,  when*  the  enervating 
bR^ath  of  tlie  Mistnd  and  the  venomous  swelter  of  the  plain 
never  come ;  where  every  movement  tends  to  independence 
aiid  mascuHne  thought,  and  every  inspiration  sends  an  addi- 
rinnal  stream  to  the  river  of  life ! 

Tlie  distant  sight  of  these  revered  natural  monuments,  and 

thf  alternating  character  of  the  country  between  them  and  us, 

seemed  to  curtail  the  journey.   We  were  unconsciously  passing 

tlimugh  a  neat  little  avenue  of  willow  trees  that  skirted  along 

tk  bank  of  a  newly-made  siqueduct,  and  opened  on  a  pretty, 

toyish  stone  bridge  (riV/t?  willow- pattern  plate),  that  rose  in 

a  sharp  convexity  over  a  pool,  in  which  a  number  of  farmers' 

j»onies  were  being  watered, — ^  greatly  to  the  discomfort  of  a 

flock   of  ducks,   whose   white   plumage   was   undergoing  a 

thorough  soOing  from  the  nxuddy  splashes, — before  we  became 

aware  of  the  presence  of  a  curious  crowd  that  had  gatheix^ 

» oil  the  pani{K>t  of  the  bridge  to  gossip,  after  the  toils  of  the 

day.     The}*   now  rapidly   fell   b?ick   as   wc   advanced,  and 
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allowed  us  to  get  a  peep  of  some  snug  little  cottages,  wilfc^ 
gardens  overhanging  the  sides  of  the  pond,  in  which  grew  ^^ 
profusion  of  pink  and  red  hollyhocks,  and  the  fan-spreading^ 
lake-coloured  amaranth,  so  much  admired  by  the  countr-~y 
people. 


CHAPTER  VII. 


.AGE    OK    TCHtT*CG-WAH-KOW — RIVER    PEliTANG UNPLEASANT    REMi- 

Kl&CKKCES A    UTSArtllEEABLE    IMitKRBlON  —  Al>VENTUaES    OP    A    NIGHT 

—  A    BREADFUL    DOliMTTORY  —  IIAKD    TIMES  —  TO^VN    O^    QLI-TOOSA 

tKTf     AT    FUXtt-TAI—*  BAD   ACCOMMODATION — FELLOW-LODGERS'    EXCES- 
6TVE   COKIOSITV  —  REFRESHING    SLEEP. 

¥E  were  in  the  small  but  well-built  village  of  Tclmng-wah- 
kow,  on  the  banks  of  the  Pehtang  ho,  as  it  is  named  by 
Tis,  but  to  wliich  the  people  here  give  the  lengthy  title  of  Che- 
tan  Yoon-leang  h6.    Ascending  the  narrow,  steep  street,  which 
wail  lined  bv  tas^tefallv-finished  houses  on  each  side,  we  descend 
agiiin  to  the  little  jetty,  where  the  ferry-boat  is  waiting  to 
convey  us  across  the  sluggish  yeUow  river,  flo^^dng  noiselessly 
and  smoothly  on,  undisturbed  by  many  junks,  imd  between 
low  clayey  embankments  here  and  there,  but  more   often 
spreading  over  a  large  patch  of  land,  on  which  grows  in  thick 
luxuriance   the   tall   lazily-swaying    reed  (Pkraffmites  com- 
mtmis)y  so  useful  in  this  part  of  the  world  for  tlic  maimfnc- 
turc  of  matting  ami  in  forming  an  under-thatch  on  the  roofs 
of  the  better  classes  of  houses.    As  usual,  the  alai'm  had  been 
sounded,  and  a  mob  of  old  and  young,  males  and  females, 
hurried  out  to  see  us, —  the  most  obstreperous  of  the  mascu* 
line  gender  crusJung  and  crowding  amund  ere  we  had  time 
to  transfer  our  cart,  ponies,  and  mules,  from  the  gi*ound  to 
the  barge.     A  gCMjdl}^  numljtjr  of  the  unconscionables  even 
found  their  way  on  boiird  and  accompanied  us  acrass,  in  spite 
of  the  exertions  and  protestations  of  the  ferrymen,  who  were 
well  aware  that  remuneration  from  such  a  slippcTy  lot  they 
stood  no  chance  of  receiving  ;  but  the  latter  were  so  numerous 
so  nimble  that  they  escaped  through  their  fingers  like 
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quicksilver;  and,  as  darkness  was  rolling  in  upon  us^  the  vaga- 
bonds vreve  allowed  to  have  their  own  way  and  stare  at  us 
until  their  eyes  ached  agixiii,  wliile  the  boatmen  poled  the 
cmft  to  the  other  side.  The  river  here  runs  from  north 
to  south,  and  is*  aljout  twenty  or  twenty -live  yards  in  widtli, 
and  only  about  eight  or  ten  in  depth,  giving  off  a  bnmch 
to  the  eastwaixl, —  the  Ilwang-sldng  ho, —  on  which,  above 
the  lofty  reeds,  the  slender  niiists  of  a  few  ligiit  san-pans 
could  be  oljserved  in  the  dusk ;  tlic  coui'se  of  both  being  only 
visible  fi>r  a  short  way  in  the  dense  mass  of  green  vege- 
tation fringing  their  sides.  As  we  stood  on  tire  shaky 
bourdsj  trying  to  pacify  our  affi'ighted  |>onies  and  prevent 
their  breaking  otf  the  deck  into  the  cun'ent,  and  as  we  sur- 
veyed tlie  quiet  scene  in  which  we  were  moving, —  the  lonely 
village, ^ —  the  deep  shade  of  the  old  willow  trees  made  deeper 
by  the  approaching  night, —  the  delicate  rustling  of  the  reeds 
as  they  nodi  led  their  heads  fnym  the  tangled  coverts  to  the 
evening  wind, —  and  the  stridulous  uncetising  chirp  of  the 
large  green  gi*asshop|)ei's,  with  the  guttuml  croaking  of 
toads  and  frogs  fi'om  the  marsliy  gi*ound, — we  were  reminded 
of  this  river  %vhei*e  it  opens  out  its  mouth  to  the  waters  of 
the  Gulf  and  the  town  of  Pelitang, —  slimy,  wi'etched,  and 
rotten,  the  place  of  abominable  smells  and  Stygian  pools, —  as 
they  made  our  aequaintimcc  not  much  more  than  a  year  ago. 
Horrible  and  unsolicited  retroversion  of  memory!  Why 
do  we  find  ourselves  again  endeavouring  against  our  will  to 
recall  to  our  mind's  eye,  and  with  full  olfactory  vividness,  the 
dismal  vicissitudes  of  a  night  of  misery  when  landing  some 
time  about 

•  The  wee  s]iort  hour  ayont  the  twal,' 

in  the  pitchy  darkness  of  a  moonless  autumnal  morning,  at  that 
loathsome  accumulation  of  everything  vile,  on  a  sort  of  jetty 
that  led  from  the  gun-boats  to  the  miry  streets?  Amid  the  glarc 
of  torches,  mth  horses  kicking,  mules  scampering  away  without 
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their  keepers,  Japanese  ponies  engaged  in  fiendish-like  com* 

bate  with  eacli  other  in  the  Ijoats^  on  shore,  or  even  in  the  veiy 

bed  of  the  river,  and  a  thmideiing  Babel  of  sounds^  in  which 

the  stenUirian  voices  of  tars  could  be  always  distinguished 

as  they  shouted  in  anger  or  surprise;  ^  Now,  Bill,  make  this 

'ere  pony  fiist  by  an  'itch  round   'is  tail,  to  stop  ^is  danied 

Viidway/  —  ^  Oh!  blow  me  if  this  haint  a  grampus  or  a  hold 

^hark  that  I've  gettiii'  'old  on,  for  he's  been  and  tuk  liold 

wi's  teeth  on  ray  dickey ;  and  blow'd  if  he'll  let  go  on  ony 

Vount! '     At  that  hour,  one  of  our  party,  poor  B.,  was  too 

much  peiplexed  by  the  crush  and  the  stmuiing  confusion  of 

sights  and  pomids  to  hear  behind  him  the  warning  bellow  of 

a  son   of  Neptune,  who  was  getting   the  worst  of  it  in  a 

wrestling  encounter  mth  an  hysteriad   bulL     Finding   his 

grip  gradually  giving  way  as  he  ^vai?    dragged   along,    lie 

managed  to  scream  out,  '  Mind  yere  stam,  sir !    Hard  a  star- 

bojird  and  make  all  sail,  sir,  or  —  fJr  he'll  run  you  down, 

sir  I'     My  friend  foiuid  that 

'AH  too  late  the  advantage  came, 
To  turn  tlie  odda  of  Uendly  game,* 

for  he  was  without  ceremony  hurled  by  the  said  animal  into 
the  water  and  semi-glutinous  matter  that  lay  near  the  shore. 
This  stubbornly  refused  to  give  him  up  until  aided  by 
two  bra^niy  mariners,  one  of  whom  declared,  as  they  pulled 
him  out,  in  a  soil  of  lialf  sympathising,  half  joking  way,  that 
he  looked  *  more  like  a  dirty  night  off  Cape  'om  than  a  nice 

Iger  officer;'  and  the  other  excloimed,  as  the  besmeared 
and  satm'ated  individual  gave  him  a  delicate  whiff  of  the 
Sineusiau  bouquet,  with  which  he  had  been  invested  in  this 
inglorious  bath;  '  Oh  !  may  I  never  be  piped  down  to  dinner, 
Jim,  if  he  don't  gmell  woi*se  nor  the  bilge- water  of  an  old 
Indeyman ! ' 

To    remedy   such    a    mishap    was    beyond    the    present 


>urces  of  the  bewildered  and 


bemghted 


group,  and  to 


touch  even  the  hem  of  his  garment  was  to  become  tainted  in 
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such  a  degree  that  every  idea  of  comfort  was  banished  for 
ever  after*  A  random  suit,  better  adapted  for  the  halcyon  pro- 
menades of  Regent  Street  or  the  Park,  than  the  turbulent. 
fagging  of  service,  stuck  by  the  merest  chance  or  oversight 
in  the  corner  of  a  very  el  fin  dike  portmanteau,  quite  up  to  the 
regulated  restriction  as  regarded  weight,  was  donned  during 
the  middle  watches  of  the  night;  after  which  installation  in 
*  Mufti '  we  agreed  to  go  in  search  of  our,  until  then,  kind 
friend  and  benefactor,  Somnus,  on  the  top  of  what  must  have 
been,  at  no  very  remote  period  in  the  world's  history,  a 
Chinese  dung-heap,  not  many  yards  fix>m  the  oduinferous 
river. 

Ugh!  shall  I  ever  succeed  in  forgetting  it^  or  can  the 
constant  use  of  the  most  potent  disinfecting  chemical  or 
mechanical  agents  manage  to  renov^te^  fumigate,  or  purify 
my  sense  of  smell  ?  I  fear  not ;  and,  as  for  sleep,  it  com- 
pletely deserted  and  betrayed  me  !  The  most  morbid  and 
upTOaiious  night-mai'e  that  ever  punished  the  indulgence  of 
a  dyspeptic  valetudinarian  in  underdone  pork  chops,  with 
heavy  plum-pudding  and  porter  as  a  finishing  course  at  mid- 
night, can  hardly  be  compared  to  the  agonies  I  endured  in 
my  dewy,  but  far  from  floweiy%  bed  in  the  concavities  of 
two  inverted  pack-saddles,  jammed  firmly  into  the  fer- 
menting stuff  we  had  congregated  on,  flanked  by  a  tinmk  to 
keep  off  the  dogs,  and  with  a  valise  for  a  pillow  to  the  head, 
that  rested  as  uneasily  as  if  it  had  been  wearing  half-a-dozen 
or  a  dozen  crowns.  Spasmodic  dreams  of  descending  by 
precarious  ropes  at  a  terrific  rate  some  one  of  the  deep  street 
openings  int^i  the  sewers  of  London,  with  the  ver}^  pressing 
and  laudable  object  in  view  of  saving  some  partially-known 
being  who  had  fled  there  for  safety  from  a  mad  ox,  and  of 
having  a  handkerchief  tied  smotheringly  tight  round  one's 
mouth  t^  prevent  suffocation  by  the  poisonous  gases  usually 
generated  in  these  places,  were  interrupted,  as  I  was 
awakened    to   a   full   appreciation    of  my   plight,   by   two 
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unruly  steeds,  animated  by  the  most  unfriendly  sympathies, 
engaged  in  the  peculiar  attack  and  defence  made  use  of  by 
these  equine  gladiators,  and  striv  ing  to  produce  the  greatest 
number  of  bites  and  murderous  contusions  over  my  prostrate 
body. 

At    another    time,   it   was    an    unfortunate —  or    rather 

fortunate — ^pony  that  had  escaped  out  of  the  river's  bed  to 

expel  us  from  ours ;  and  no  sooner  was  it  driven  awiiy  by 

huge  fragments  of  hard-baked,  strong-scented  mud,  thrown 

with  the  undenating  precision  of  desperate  men,  and  we  had 

again  settled  down  to  another  incubus,  than  a  string  c*f  mixed 

animals,  led  by  a  liberty-loving  mule  and  pursued  by  a  host 

of  those  nondescript,  chupattie-eating  ghorra wallahs,  would 

flash  over  us  in  wild  disorder,  planting  their  feet  under  them 

so  freely  and  firmly,  that  to  attempt  to  give  anything  like  an 

idea  of  the  impression  they  made  on  our  minds,  as  well  as  on 

our  limbs  and  trunks,  would  be  rather  a  painful  waste  of 

lime  and  teeling. 

Suffice  it  to  say  that  a  charge  of  cavalry  in  daylight  could 
never  inflict  the  same  amount  of  mental — not  to  mention 
corporeal — ^  damage  that  these  repeated  raids  of  misguided 
quadrupeds  did  to  me  while  I  was  in  tlie  transition  sttige 
between  sleeping  and  waking, — between  the  London-sewer 
uight-marc  going  on  in  my  disordered  bmin^  and  tlie  liorror 
of  being  run  over,  as  I  still  half-dreamily  thought  on  starting 
up,  by  a  thundering  train  of  com|>eting  City  oimiibuses.  All 
this,  commingleil  with  a  powerful  nauseating  atmosphere,  I 
noted  down  carefully,  as  I  hailed  with  joy  the  dawning  day, 
and  added  what  I  thought  appropriate  to  the  occasion^ — and 
something  to  the  effect  that  the  rulers  of  China  were  a  wise 
people  in  using  their  artiiiees  and  mild  persuasions,  with, 
when  required,  a  more  forcible  method  of  argument,  to 
induce  us  to  visit  their  capital  by  the  same  route  as  that 
followed  by  the  minister  of  a  late  great  and  peace-loving 
nation,  not  many  months  before  j  for,  truly,  if  men  bent  on 
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journeying  to  this  land  of  Goshen^ — this  land  flowing  with 
silk  and  money, —  can  endure  such  a  Tillanous  place  and 
live,  they  are  not  again  likely  to  return,  or  recommend  evm 
their  very  worst  enemies  to  nmke  their  low-tow  to  His  Celes- 
tial Majesty  at  Peking*  So  that  their  distant  metn)|x}lis  is 
tolerably  safe  from  the  invasion  of  intruders,  if  they  have  to 
pass  vift  Pell  tang*  In  less  than  a  Ai^eek  after,  I  annexed  an 
underlined  postscript,  conspicuous  for  the  number  of  its  notes 
of  admiration,  whieli  I  lavished  on  the  Chinese  war-party,  who, 
I  said,  are  an  eminently  sagacious  clique,  and  better  versed  in 
strategy  than  many  tliouglit,  when  tlm  same  town  was  occu- 
pied by  tlie  Allied  Forces  without  the  expenditure  of  a  single 
round  of  ball-cartridge.  Surely  never  wa.^  an  army  so 
situated  l>efore  as  this  wns^  on  the  10th  of  Augiist,  when  the 
min  fell  in  continuous  slieets,  rendering  the  whole  country 
beyond  nothing  but  a  great  hike,  bnsthng  here  and  there 
ivith  sad-looking  sugar-loaf  mounds,  under  which  departed 
mortality  lay  soaking.  Away  below  the  horizon,  it  wiis  whis- 
pei^d,  the  Tartars  were  chuckling  for  joy,  while  we  looked 
wistfully  aTOund,  and  were  floundering,  like  Milton's  Sathanas, 
on  what  was  '  neither  sea  nor  good  diy  land,'  and  saw  no 
way  of  getting  at  them  except  on  punts,  or  l)y  beseeching 
Neptune  to  convert  us  into  armed  Tritons  for  the  time  being. 
Worse  tlian  all,  there  was  nothing  to  eat  but  adamantine 
rice-flour  biscuit —  that  seemed  to  liave  been  kneaded  by  a  fuU 
stroke  of  Nasiuyth*s  steam-hammer,  and  baked  in  some  super- 
active  volcano  —  in  conjunction  witli  salt  pork,  tliat  might 
Jiave  been  presei*ved  by  the  original  inventor,  so  desiccative 
and  indurated  was  it.  In  addition,  thei^  wius  water,  to  allay 
its  thirst'iiroducing  effects,  of  a  very  questionable  quality j 
and  with  a  well-marked  bi-ackishness  of  taste,  that  was  con 
veyed  to  us  at  irreguhu*  intei^'als  by  boats  sent  in  seai'ch  of 
it  not  far  fix>ni  our  present  kHmlity. 

How  many  times  did  we  turn  our  eyes  in  the  direction  of 
the  droves  of  oxen  which  huddled  up  tlie  roads  and  made 
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the  scene  more  forlorn ;  when  it  was  debated  whether  or  not 

it  were  justifiable  and  commendable  to  dine  off  ox-tail  soup 

— seeing  that  the  flies  had  been  driven  away  by  the  rain, 

and  the  quadrupeds  had  no  very  urgent  need  of  their  caudal 

appendages — indeed  would  have  been  better  and   happier 

livithout  them,  standing  as  they  were  half-drowned  in  pools 

and  ditches.     Would  they  not  work  as  well  when  required, 

and  in  time  never  miss  them,  and  could  we  not  prolong  life 

on  fresh  beef  much  longer  than  on  pork  that  hadn't  existed 

for  at  least  half  a  century  ? 

Shipwrecked  mariners  could  scarcely  have  suffered  more 

than   we   did    from   the    want   of  fresh   water   to  appease 

the    raging    drought    engendered    by    the    undue    amount 

of  salt  one  was  forced  to  ingest  if  one  ate  at  all;  and  I 

remember  one  night,  in  particular,  our  having  sucked  up 

all  the    rain-water   to   be   found   near  my   tent,   which   I 

had  pitched  in  a  graveyard.     This,  too,  was  saline  ;   and 

everything   was   impregnated   with    the   same   seasoning  — 

even  the  very  animals — bipeds,  quadrupeds,  solipedes,  and 

^/>/zV-pedes — I  don't  see  how  even  centipedes  could  miss  it 

—  were  in    a  state  of  pickle.     A  few  days  more  of  such 

weather  in  such  a  slippery  basis  of  operations,  and  we  must 

have  been  much  worse  off^.     If  we  are  to  coincide  in  the 

assertion  when 

'thus  the  poet  sings — 
A  sorrow's  crown  of  sorrows  is  reraerabering  happier  things' — 

how  much  more  joyful,  in  proportion,' ought  I  to  be  in 
looking  back  on  these  hazardous  days,  now  the  dragons  of 
Peking  have  been  '  done '  despite  its  Cyclopean  environing 
wall,  and  I  am  journeying  quietly  through  a  terra  incoi)- 
nita^  on  my  way  to  inspect  the  second  capital  of  the  empire 
— the  forsaken  cradle  of  the  '  Pure  Dynasty.' 

These  reminiscences  came  to  a  sudden  conclusion  when 
the  ferry-boat  ranged  up  at  the  end  of  a  raised  narrow  road. 
The  mob  of  accompanying  eye-witnesses  split  up  into  two 


m 


FUNG-TAT. 


deck,  the  other  disemlmrkiii^  mth 
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parties^  one  remaining 
us  to  watch  the  means  we  empl 
ibr  the  road  again,  and  to  pass  their  comments  thereon.  All 
arinngcments  having  been  completed,  we  soon  were  trotting 
along  m  the  dark,  leaving  the  reedy  swamp  on  each  side 
behind,  and  entering  between  rows  of  stately  mllows.  We 
paased  along  several  flat  bridges  of  granite  slabs  thi*own  across 
wide  deep  ditches  communicating  mth  the  tributai^  stream 
the  Hwang-sliing  ho,  for  the  irrigation  of  the  large  gardens 
that  lay  on  our  right.  About  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the 
Pelitang  ho^  we  went  through  the  zig-zag  but  commodious 
streets  of  the  town  of  Qui-toosa,  with  its  tasteful  one- 
storied  houses  of  brick,- — so  remarkably  clean  outside^  and 
its  handsome  temple  adding  to  its  ai>pearance  of  substantial 
comfort.  Little  knots  of  good  to^vusnien  and  their  wives 
were  placidly  whiling  away  the  evening  hi  homely  tattle 
and  tobacco-smoking  at  the  doors,  or  lolling  on  mats  spread 
at  the  sides  of  the  road,  reciting  tales  or  discussing  the  busi- 
ness of  the  day  in  loud  voices — the  youngest  making  him- 
self as  anxious  to  be  heard  as  the  oldest.  Before  they  had 
time  to  rouse  themselves  for  observTition,  we  were  out  of 
their  precincts,  still  keeping  to  the  well  cared- for  road,  which 
was,  in  many  places,  elevated  fifteen  and  twenty  feet  above 
the  low  country  on  each  side,  and  less  cut  up  by  wlieel-ruta 
than  any  we  had  yet  seen  in  North  China;  until  at  last, 
through  another  avenue  of  willows,  of  about  a  mile  in  length, 
we  reached  the  hii^ger  t<»wn  of  Fung-tai,  where,  notwith- 
standing the  darkness  of  the  night,  before  we  had  got 
through  one-half  of  the  long  main  street,  the  whole  of  the 
population  seemed  to  have  got  an  intimation  of  our  ar- 
rival, and  turned  out.  By  the  time  the  inn  was  within 
hail,  a  little  eflTervescing  sea  of  dusky  faces  dashing  about 
in  white  robes  foHowed  in  our  train,  or  tore  away  full 
speed  in  fi*ont,  forming  a  large  circle  of  ever-increasing 
or  diminishing  extent  around  the  '  Tiefi^'  the  gates  of  which 
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'^^ere  now  closed-      More  than   knocking   was  required   to 
^^pen  them  to  admit  us;  a  purpose  no  sooner  effected  than — 
l><?fore  one  of  our  party  could  push  his  way  through — the 
"^vave    rolkd    in   T?vath   unlooked-for   impetuosity,    and    the 
xi  alighted  courtyard,  already  crammed  with   carts  and  aU 
©ort^  of  draught  imiinals,  was  completely  blocked  up  by  the 
lialf*frantic  people.     They  swarmed  not  only  every  comer 
where  a  footing  could  be  obtained  on  or  in  the  buildings,  but 
also  the  conveyances,  greatly  to  the  distress  and  anxiety  of  the 
owners,  whose  voices  we  could  hear  strangely  mingled  with 
the  other  din,  pouring  out  tlie  most  voluble  supplications  or 
threatening  warnings  to   the   tran.*^gi*essors,   and   rising   in 
intensity  when  a  crash  proclaimed  that  some  one  of  tlie  light 
passenger  cabs^  or  h^vj'  mei*chandise  carts,  had  come  to 
misfortune  by  an  upset  or  break -down.     Into  this  extensive 
scene  of  confusion  nothing  remained  but  to  project  ourselves 
with  as  much  determination  as  a  long  fatiguing  day's  travel 
prompted  us  to  employ,  in  order  to  find  a  bed  in  some  nook 
of  the  low  black  buildings  that  surrounded  every  side  of  the 
capacious  square.     Shouting  and  a  continual  flourishing  of 
whips  cleared  a  narrow  space  for  our  admission  and  that  of 
the  cart ;  but  Ma-foo,  who  had  gone  to  reconnoitre  the  dis- 
position and  resources  of  the  place— after  keeping  us  standing 
in  the  midst  of  this  overwhehning,  strong- tiavoui*ed  crowd 
thr  what  appeared  a  very  long  time,  during  which  sundry 
charges  had  to  be  performed  to  prevent  the  press  driving  us 
over  altogether— returned   with   a  dixx>ping    head    and    a 
cles|x>nding  whine  to  tell  us  that  every  apartment  and  bunk 
^viis  engaged  and  occupied  by  guests,  friends,  or  tmvellers, 
and  that  we  must  go  somewhere  else  if  we  wished  to  be  put 
Up  for  the  night-     Pleasant  tidings  indeed,  in  a  strange  place 
l^|iorted  to  have  only  this  house  of  accommodation,  at  such 
En  hour  of  the  eyening,  and  with  such  a  boisterous  multitude 
of  petticoated  gentlemen  contending  in  the  murky  obscurity 
with  each  other  for  a  look  at  us ! 
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Needlessly,  and  without  response,  did  M,  caU  for  the  land- 
lord.    His  shout  was  only  echoed  back  by  the  bothering 
garlic-smelling  individuals  aroimd^  who,  delighted  with  his 
unpremeditated  outburst  of  Chinese,  giggled  and  laughed  as 
they  remarked  to  one  another,  '  Skau  qwan  whay    '  he  speaks 
our  language.'     To  have  left  the  place  would  have  been 
nothing  short  of  serious  blundering,  situated,  as  we  were, 
among  a  people  of  whose  friendly  or  hostile  disposition  we 
had  as  yet  no  proofs,  and  of  whose  honesty  we  were  any- 
thing but  satisfied  in  the  *  head'  spectacles  we  had  not  failed 
to  mark  well  on  the  way*     So,  as  much  to  punish  the  indif- 
ference  of  the  host  to  the  laws  of  hospitality,  and  thus  to  | 
teach  him  a  lesson  for  the  benefit  of  those  remote  wanderers 
who  might  follow  usj  as  to  make  certain  of  a  refiige  until  day-  fl 
lightj  we  resolved  to  remain  in  the  courtyard — to  sleep  in  or 
under  the  cart,  as  might  be  most  convenient  and  safe  for  our- 
selves and  the  scanty  supply  of  necessaries  we  were  carrying. 
Our   companion,   who  had   had  ample  experience    in   the 
management  of  such  dilemmas,  after  making  a  brilliant  chevy  ■ 
against  the  am^oying  mass  of  white  and  blue,  and  sending  it 
fljdng  in   wild    disorder   through   every   possible   aperture 
and   over  every  cleamble   wall   or  barrier,   betook   himself 
to  a  snug  little   room   lighted  up  by  two   tallow   candles 
and    tenanted    by   two   Chinese  —  the    elder   and    superior 
being  a  dumpy,  diminutive  creature,  with  a  pulpy  asthma* 
tical  face,  and  with  a  very  prominent  convexity  over  tlie 
region  of  his  stomachy  that  indicated  an  advanced  stage  of 
prosperity  by  no  means  to  be  concealed,  for  he  had  undressed 
the  upper  half  of  his  sleek,  shining  little  body,  and  wore 
nothing  but  a  pair  of  strangely-cut  grotesque   things   ga- 
thered in  great  folds  around  his  waist,  ungainly  and  amplej 
enough  for  the  hinder  extremities  of  a  hippopotamus,  and 
which,  by  reason  of  their  encasing  his   short  bandy  legs, 
must  here  be  called  trousers.     The  other  was  a  tall  fellow  in 
drab-coloured  cottons.     Both  these  inlifividuals  sprang  up 
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fi^m  the  attitodes  they  had  been  iadolently  reclining  in  as 
51.  entered^  as  if  astonished  and  little  pleased  at  the  m- 
terruption. 

The  podgy  gentleman — at  this  naoment  looking  for  all  the 
-w-orld  as  if  he  had  sat  for  all  the  portraits,  ivory,  wood,  or 
jade  carvings,  of  all  the  patriarchal  old  men  that  ever  existed 
or  do  exist  in  the  eccentric  fancies  of  native  art — had  just 
left    a    tiny  square   couch  in   the  middle   of  the  cramped 
room^  that  seemed  adapted  to  his  length  and  width.     It  was 
covered  inside  with  white  cotton  and  comfortably  curtained 
over  with  thin  8no%\ry  gauze  spread  on  four  comer  bamboos 
to  prevent  the  ingress  of  any  daring  gangs  of  mai'aiiding 
mosquitos  while  his  serene  individuality  reposed.    He  seemed 
moi'e  tiiken  aback  at  the  occupation  in  which  we  found  him 
engaged  than  inntated  at  our  unannounced  intrusion,  for  he 
bd  been  opium-smoking.     There,  on  the   miniature  bed, 
stood  the  small  stool,  mth  the  yet  reeking  opium  pipe — 
the  smoky  deep  yellow  flame  of  the  lamp  dancing  on  it — and 
the  thin  cane  pillow  on  which  his  globular  head  had  rested 
during  the  indulgence  of  his  soporific  passion,  which  we  had 
unwittingly   interrupted    before  the  due   quantity  of   the 
*manus  dei*  had  been  consumed;   the  larger  poi-tion  yet 
Teniained  m  the  concavity  of  the  cockle-shell  near  the  lamp, 
tjegtiijdng  to  the  libeml  dose  he  had  laid  out  for  himself  for 
the  evening.     To  M,%  question  as  to  whether  he  was  the 
landlord,  he  could  not  return  an  answer  for  some  seconds, 
but  kept  looking  timidly  at  usj  until  his  neighbour,  who  had 
been  only  inhaling  the  fumes  of  the  tobacco-pipe,  took  up 
the  conversation,  and  set  the  old  man  at  his  ease-     He  was 
in  no  way  connected  with  the  inn,  but  only  a  lodger,  a  mer- 
chant from  some  sea-port  on  the  south,  and  had  been  a 
number  of  years  resident  in  the  town. 

They  could  tell  nothing  about  the  capabilities  of  the 
house,  but  kindly  requested  us  to  sit  down  on  two  of  the 
three  chairs  the  i*o6iQ  boasted,  offered  us  pipes,  and,  better 
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and  more  welcome  than  all,  filled  two  cups  witli  scalding 
weak  tea  from  the  inseparable  attendant — a  large  pewta*] 
tcajfot.  I 

Meantime  the  crowd  became  more  numerous;  tlie  window 
we  were  sitting  near  had  cverj'^  one  of  its  oil-paper  panes 
perforated  by  long-nailed  fingers,  and  eyes  darkly  sparkling 
were  behind  the  gaps.  The  door  was  twice  or  thrice  nearly! 
carried  by  storm,  and  nothing  but  the  dasliing  sorties  of  tliaj 
beleaguered  inmates  saved  the  door  and  ivindow-frame  from 
being  carried  out  of  the  range  of  \ision.  Our  quondam  friends  i 
were  civil,  but  unt'orafortal>le,  and  evidently  did  not  ^^sh  or 
could  not  summon  courage  to  smooth  the  troubled  spirits 
outside ;  and  the  proprietors  of  the  numerous  equipages  and' 
beasts  of  draught  there,  roared  loudly  when  one  of  out 
irruptions  caused  a  more  than  usual  panic  mid  smashing  of 
shaft fi,  with  Ineakiiig  away  of  the  live  stock.  It  was  therefore! 
deemed  liigh  time  that  a  more  isolated  and  mdependent 
corner  should  be  found,  and  this  M*  set  himself  to  seek* 
Before  long  he  proclaimed  that  a  somewhat  uimsuid  appen- 
dage to  a  Cliinese  buildings  a  second  floor,  was  unoccupied, 
and  that  to  it  we  must  adjourn.  A  paper  lantern  is  snatched 
from  the  hand  of  one  of  our  courtyard  friends ;  we  scramble 
into  a  dilnpidated  doorway,  through  a  steamy  cookshop  sur- 
feited with  oleaginous  odours,  and  from  which  the  semi-rude 
greasy  artistes  have  levanted  on  the  noisy  buzz.  Without 
warning  of  our  approach,  we  pass  to  a  narrow  passage  fiill  of 
break-shin  furniture,  from  whence  we  can  grapple  our  way  to 
the  foot  of  a  creaking  shaky  staircase,  and  with  about  twenty 
strides  reach  the  landing-place  of  our  wislied-for  dornntorj'^ — 
an  old  lumber-room  partially  filled  with  very  old,  very  much 
worn-out  household  chattels,  the  rafters  cobwebby  and  scor- 
pion-haunted. They  bore  a  miscellaneous  assoitment  of  fes- 
tival paraphernalia,  whose  faded  colours  and  tattered  tawdry 
detracted  nothing  from  the  general  appearance  of  the  place, 
and  lent  an  air  of  melancholy  despair  to  two  gigantic  butterfly 
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kites  with  flaccid  wings  drooping  over  the  mouldy  beams 
instead  of  fluttering  in  the  freshening  breeze.  Without  the 
lightest  demur  we  are  ready  to  accept  the  cover  of  such  a 
dusky  roof. 

A  man  and  two  or  throe  boys  have  appeared^  as  the 
representatives  of  the  house ;  cold  water  is  brought  to 
assuage  our  tliirst  and  bathe  our  feet;  hot  tea,  for  which  we 
have  brought  sugai',  so  luxurious  are  we,  reeks  in  very 
common  bowls ;  rice,  egga^  and  the  remains  of  oior  sausage 
all  marshal  themselves  under  the  geiieralship  of  Ma-foo,  who 
is  now  self-dubbed  chef  de  cimhie  of  our  peripatetic  esta- 
blishraent ;  and  wc  eat,  drink,  and  are  as  merrj  as  mimy  more 
fortmiutely  situated  for  good  cheer.  The  stmrs  are  groaning 
md  squeaking  under  their  unwonted  burden,  the  floor  of 
the  outer  room  rocks  and  reels  from  the  oscillatmg  weight 
imiK>sed  on  it  by  countless  feet;  the  sanctity  of  the  inner 
crib,  in  which  we  have  cautiously  lodged  our  all,  and  in 
wluch  we  are  now  preparing  to  sleep,  is  remorselessly 
invaded;  youth  and  old  age  stand  before  us  in  palpable  out- 
line and  substantiality,  wondrously  gazing;  while  over  their 
heads  and  away  in  the  darkness,  eyes  twiiiklingly  give  out 
their  lustre  like  unnumbered  stars  in  the  iinnament,  and  the 
shuffling  din  of  footsteps  and  tongues  affi:)rds  us  a  gratuitous 
concert  by  no  means  entertainable  after  such  an  unpleasant 
day.  We  bore  it  all,  nevertheless,  with  the  gretitest  patience, 
until  it  could  be  borne  no  longer*  Even  Ma-foo,  the  most 
tolerant  of  all  humanity,  began  to  lose  patience,  and  his  thin 
shrivelled  figure  gave  tokens  of  anger.  The  crush  and 
hurry-akurry  reached  its  esacerbating  maximum  when  iL 
niade  one  of  his  sallies  anned  with  a  riding-wldp. 

'  Eat  tnodm  in  rebus  will  apply  to  obstreperous  curiosity  as 
well  as  anything  else,'  we  could  not  help  muttering  as  a 
dreadful  row  ensued— pusliing,  jumping,  and  gyrations  of 
the  most  indescribable  kind  supervening  upon  the  sudden 
apparition  of  the  stmnger  in  such  a  threatening  attitude,  mitil 
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the  whole  place  was  in  a  state  of  lively  vibration,  and  notlung 
less  than  a  sudden  visit  to  the  ground-floor  seemed  likely  to 
be  the  termination  of  it. 

Hard  must  have  been  the  tumbles,  shocking  must  have 
been  the  squeezes,  and  heart-rending  the  rents  inflicted  on 
the  flowing  robes  of  the  nocturnal  visitors  by  that  return 
call.  Its  effects  soon  wore  off,  however;  before  many  minutes 
a  forlorn  hope  of  juvenile  desperadoes  had  once  more  scaled 
the  ascent,  carefully  pushed  their  way  through  the  long 
gallery  of  a  room,  and  there  were  their  obIiquely-curta.ined 
eyes  peering  wistfully  at  us  from  the  nearest  and  safest  points 
of  view.  They  had  fairly  outstripped  us  in  zeah  Finding 
our  effoiis  unavailing  to  drive  them  permanently  away,  we 
had  nothing  else  for  it,  and  so  surrendered  laughingly,  lying 
down  on  a  very  dirty  bench-  We  got  the  man  and  boy  atten* 
dants  to  open  widely  the  decrepid  windows,  and  make  sundry 
openings  to  wuidward,  for  the  entrance  of  the  fi'esli  north 
breeze  that  immediately  began  to  blow  coolly  and  somno- 
lescently  around;  and  under  the  guardianship  of  a  great 
tortoise-looking  pasteboard  reptile  which  hung  aloft  and 
gapingly  glared  below  on  us  with  its  redundant  whitey- 
piscine  eyes,  we,  in  a  very  few  seconds,  were  quite  for- 
getful of  the  locality  we  had  reached,  or  of  the  spherical 
physiognomies  that  loomed  upon  us  in  this  new  paradise  so 
far  from  home. 

'Blessings  on  sleep!  it  ivraps  one  round  like  a  mantle, 
gratefiilly  says  trite  Sancho  Panza,  Redoubled  blessings  on 
it,  we  i^ay,  when,  after  a  twelve  hours'  ride  through  such  a 
region,  cheerless  and  waterless,  broiling  and  dusty,  it  sheds 
it3  favoui's  so  assuagingly  and  without  soUcitation;  obH- 
temtlng  all  sense  of  loneliness  or  hardship,  and  alleviating 
the  effects  of  fatigue. 
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CHAPTER  YIII. 

rm  TOWBT  OP  FCTNG-TAI  —  AK  IKPHOVXPTG  COUNTRY,  AND  THE  TITRIFT 
OP  ITS  0?BA6ITA\TS^ — ITS  AGRICULTURE— RECOLLECTIOKS  OF  DOME 
—  Ga.4IN-FlELDS — GARDENS — AGRICULTURAI*    INDUSTRY  —  TOE    GRAVE' 

YARDS WAYSIDE    WELLS  —  THE    VILLAGE    PATBlARCnS  —  TUB    HAMLET 

or    HAJCCHCKG OUR    RECEPTION  —  'MEK     OF     THE     GBEAT     ENGLISH 

KATtOlf  *  —  AUTOGEAPH-HUKTERS —  FAJT-INSCRXBINa. 

SO  sound  were  our  slumbers,   as  we  lay  exposed  to  the 
heavenly  night  wind  on  the  rigid  structure  that  served 
m  for  a  bed-place  in  that  airy  attic,  that — despite  the  watch- 
man's punctiHous  chronological  registrations   on   the  noisy 
gong,   the  melodious  cantillations   of  the  early  vendors   of 
materials  for  the  prepai*ation   of  the  early  morning  meal, 
or  the  rapid  accession  to  the  number  of  those  hapless  beings 
who,  we  could  not  forbear  thbiking,  must  have  kept  watch 
over  us   during  the  night  in  order  to  notify  to  the  out- 
siders   if  anything   particularly  strange   presided   over   or 
influenced  us  during  the  dark  hours  devoted  to  rest  and 
peace  by  themselves,  as  they  crouched  down  on  their  hunkers 
lost  in  attention  —  we   did  not   awake   until  a   late  hour, 
when  the  sun  had  fairly  got  alx>ve  the  tops  of  the  houses, 
tlirowing  his  rays  in  gold  and  silver  gleams,  over  furrowed 
tiles  and   homed   gaVJes^ — through  the  verdant  foliage  of 
the  wide-spreading  willows  that  grew  in  an  adjoining  garden, 
find,  in  long  dazzling  white  pencils,  darted  in  fitful  starts 
through  our  windows  and  played  about  our  bodies  Mke  the 
impaling  knives  hurled  from  the  steady  hand  of  a  Chinese 
jtiggler- 
■      We  had  o'erslcpt  ourselves,  and  were  all  the  better  for 
mmk — if  entire  riddance   from  weariness  and  thirst,  hunger 

■-  - 
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and  scorching,  and  the  substitution  of  good  spirits  and] 
contentment  in  lieu  thereof^  wei-e  to  he  accepted  as  gua-i 
mntees*  The  baggage  was  quickly  huddled  into  the  cart, 
after  a  mild  form  of  breakfasting  had  been  rehearsed | 
on  the  remains  of  last  night's  feast;  the  mules  were 
once  more  in  harness,  the  ungi\)omed  steeds  fixed  in  their] 
rusty,  dusty  saddles  and  bridles,  the  saddle-girths  barely^i 
clutching  each  side  of  the  saddles  over  stomachs  filledJ 
to  bursting  or  cerebral  apoplexy  by  unmeasured  quantities  | 
of  cut  straw.  Ma-foo  is  mounted;  our  last  night's  aequamt-j 
ance,  jacketless  as  usual j  protrudes  his  little  fiit  body  with; 
his  little  round  face,  garnished  by  a  long-stemmed  pipe,  for  a 
second  beyond  the  cover  of  the  door,  and  darts  back  again  aa 
we  make  as  speedy  an  exit  as  possible-  We  are  besieged  by 
the  citizens  and  the  scamps  of  the  place,  who  cling  tenaciously 
to  our  skirts  as  we  emerge  from  the  '  Tien,*  and  they  only  left' 
us  when  speed  and  distance  had  vanquished  them.  The  townj 
of  Fung-tai  was  now  visible,  and  though  in  the  darkness  of i 
our  entry  we  may  have  missed  the  best  portion,  yet  we  were 
pleased  with  this  view  of  the  small  place.  The  houses  were 
remarkably  goodj  the  shops  large  and  cleanly  for  Chines© 
shops,  and  the  main  street  through  which  we  were  passing^] 
tolerably  wide,  though,  like  all  other  streets  or  roads  here»| 
unpaved  and  rutted. 

An  iron-foundry  stood  on  our  right  as  we  passed  through^, 
in  the  courtyard  of  which  we  could  see  pots  and  cauldronai 
and  other  articles  of  utility  laid  out  in  rows,  and  smutty  faces) 
and  hands  moving  among  them;  while  on  the  right — on  thd 
left  bank  of  the  Hwang-shing-hoj  to  which  the  town  seems  te^ 
be  principally  indebted  for  its  trade — were  timber-yards  anAj 
workshops  in  abundance,  the  toiling  inmates  of  which  skipj 
out  to  have  a  look  at  such  an  unwonted  sight.  The  roa4l 
leading  for  about  a  mile  from  the  suburbs,  is  raised  many*! 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  plain;  and  the  solid  character; 
of  its  eai'then  banks,  the  width  and  firmness  of  the  surface 
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id  the  efficiency  and  neatness  of  the  deep  drains  on  each 
side,   mark  its  importance  in  regard  to  the  comniUBication 
maintained  between  this  and  the  adjaeent  towns  and  villages 
"beyond.     Drawing  nearer  the  hills,  with  their  endless  variety 
of    aspect,    the    country   rises    in  gentle  undulations   and 
in  perceptible  slope  towards  their  base ;  great  care  begiiis  to 
be  manifested  in  the  cultivation  of  the  land,  which  is  improv- 
ing in  every  possible  way.     The  region  of  deluge  and  pro- 
strating monotony,  with  its  vapid  sameness  and  congregated 
family  arks,  has  disappeared ;  all  that  can  please  or  delight 
the  eye  in  rural  beauty  ia  before  us,  and  we  pass  along  with  a 
sentiment  and  a  keener  relish  for  everything  Chinese  than 
had  animated  us  since  our  arrival  in  the  Fluwery  Land,  —  a 
condition  of  happiness,   doubtless,   owing   much   to   sound 
healthful  sleep,  the  salubrity  of  the  locality,  and  the  modi- 
fied temperature,  with  the  delightful  variation  in  the  land- 
scape ;  but  perhaps  more  to  the  investment  we  greedily  made 
of  a  few  cash  in  pocketfuls  of  apricots  and  peaches,  whicli, 
though  scarcely  ripe,  gave  sufficient  of  the  aroma  and  gout  of 
these  fruits  to  refresh  our  dusty  mouths  and  throats  for 
a  long  time.     After  travelling  through  many  quiet  villages 
and  hamlets  standing  on  the  winding  road,  about  ten  o'clock 
we  come  upon  the  first  spring  well  we  have  seen  since  leaving 
Peking  last  year.    It  \?as  in  as  pretty  and  as  homely  a  village 
as  could  well  be  found  out  of  Britain,  the  name  of  which 
— Ee-ma-tschwan,  30  le  from  Fung-tai — for  the  benefit  and 
regeneration  of  fiiture  summer  travellers,  we  here  record ;  and 
10  le  further  we  found  another  quite  as  charming  and  as  rich  in 
the  possession  of  excellent  wateiv  whh  its  little  cottages  built 
of  brick  and  whitewashed,  their  roofs  tiled  or  thatched,  and 
roomy  enclosures  also  of  brick,  finished  in  the  most  work- 
manlike   manner,  and   the  attached  gardens  stocked  with 
fruit    trees    and  vegetables.      Every   little  aggregation   of 
houses,  spread  evenly  and  not  too  thickly  over  the  country, 
was  snugly  embosomed  in  genial  sylvan  shade,  from  the  light 
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green  curtain  of  which  they  peeped  out  lovingly  on  the 
tastefully-planted  tuwe  of  trees  that  grew  apart  from  them 
like  model  plantations,  for  fuel  or  building  purposes.  We 
were  speeding  through  the  most  fertile  and  prosperous 
comer  of  the  province  of  Chili — so  fai^  as  the  scanty  infor- 
mation gathered  from  books  and  people  could  tell  us — and 
getting  among  scenes  very  diflFerent  from  those  met  with  in 
more  southern  latitudes  in  regard  to  the  natural  pro- 
ductions of  the  district.  So  much  did  they  resemble  many 
at  home,  that,  could  we  only  have  inserted,  in  the  midst  of 
those  clumps  of  foliage  away  to  our  right,  the  square  sub- 
stantial outline  of  a  country  mansioUj  with  its  large  old- 
fashioned  windows  almost  invisible  through  the  sweeping 
branches,  and  its  chimneys  rising  skyward  from  the  blue- 
slated  roof,  and  been  able  to  dot  a  church  spire  towering 
above  the  topmost  boughs  of  the  old  willows  near  that 
coterie  of  snowy  rustic  habitations  in  the  upland  before  us, 
distance  might  have  been  anniliilated,  and  we  in  imagi- 
nation travelling  along  some  one  of  the  green  lanes  in  the 
grain-bearing  quarters  of  Oxfordshire,  Yorkshire,  or  the 
Weald  of  Kent  J  or  revelling  in  the  contemplation  of  the 
golden  crops  and  the  prospect  of  an  abundant  harvest  in 
the  unrivalled  carses  of  Gowrie  or  Stirling.  Consentaneously 
with  the  amelioration  in  the  agricultural  lineaments  of  the 
neighbourhood  we  had  entered  and  observed  aa  we  passed 
along,  the  dress  and  weU-to-do  appeamnce  of  the  people 
improved  in  a  direct  proportion ;  and  the  purer  atmosphere, 
with  the  desirable  concomitants  of  good  and  plentiful  food 
and  regular  living,  bidic^ted  a  much  higher  degree  of  robust 
health  and  serene  complacency  of  temper  than  we  could  ever 
see  in  or  near  the  pent-up  cities  left  behind  us» 

Heaved  up  in  a  cold  grey  mass  to  our  left — barren  and 
naked,  with  their  spiked  and  corrugated  borders  projected 
into  the  upper  air,  barely  fined  and  smoothed  down  by  the 
blue  veil  of  aerial  gauze  delicately  intervening  between  us 
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and  them — the  hoary  iBountains  of  granite  look,  as  tliey 
stretch  away  into  unmeasurable  distance  in  fixint^  like  a  vast 
cast^iran  barrier  erected  by  Cyclopean  hands  to  repel  the 
rude  north  wind  in  its  passage  across  this  fair  and  fruitful 
plain — their  forbidding  grandeur,  undisturbed  by  the  invading 
thriftinesij  of  the  labourers  below  only  because  the  stony 
surface  would  allow  nothing  to  live,  dniped  steiTily  around 
them  as  in  primeval  ages  when  they  seemed  old  standing 
over  a  young  earth.  From  their  feet^  extending  away  to  the 
right  and  right-front,  and  margined  only  by  the  sky,  lay  a 
cosmorama  of  wavy  vegetation,  a  sea  of  yellowish  green, 
placidly  sweeping  and  nodding  in  every  direction,  and  obey- 
ing the  light  puffy  ail's  from  the  ravines  and  gullies*  This 
is  the  result  of  uninterfered-witli  industry  and  unwearied 
toil  ;  a  fair  and  acceptable  specimen  of  the  glory  and 
j)ride  of  the  sons  of  Ham,  alike  their  source  of  grandeur  and 
jpennanency,  their  populousaess  and  prosperity,  uniformity 
-and  cheeiful  peacefulness  as  a  nation.  It  is  a  countiy  cul- 
"tivated  to  the  utmost  degree  that  mortal  man,  unaided  by 
science,  could  hope  to  attain* 

Not  a  weed  can  be  detected  by  the  closely  scrutinising  eye, 
3ior  a  waste  yard  of  soil  not  producing  something  or  other 
u^ful — eveiy  inch  of  ground  capable  of  bearing  a  stalk  has 
5t;  and  over  the  whole  expanse  of  the  pmlific  landscape,  not 
ai  hedge^  wall^  bank,  or  fence,  to  steal  space  from  the  limits  of 
unsurpassed  frugality,  can  be  descried.  The  high  roads, 
reduced  to  the  most  attenuated  dimensions,  and  barely  wide 
enough  for  the  two-wheeled  caii;  to  move  on,  are  unenclosed 
by  anything  that  might  prevent  damage  being  done  to  the 
unprotected  plants  through  wliich  they  creep,  except  at  un- 
certain intervals,  where  a  short  trench  is  dug  near  and  at  an 
angle  to  their  margins  for  the  purpose  of  guarding  against 
tlie  encroachment  of  carriages  and  keeping  them  in  the  proper 
tiuck ;  while  the  friendly  regard  and  courtesy  of  the  eques- 
trians and  drivers  of  teams  by  whom  we  closely  scrape,  and 
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their  consideration  for  the  general  weal,  generously  compel 
them  to  fasten  over  every  weaiy  animal- s  mouth  a  muzzle  of  I 
basket  or   rope,   to  prevent  the  injurious  nibbling   of  the 
unconscious  and  unscrupulous  beasts,  M 

Never  by  any  nation  could  the  gentle  Ceres  be  so  devoutly 
worsliipped  as  she  is  by  this ;  and  if  tlie  inclement  North  is 
less  si>aring  in  its  gifts,  and  demands  greater  sacrifices  of 
time  and  patience  than  in  the  glowing,  hothouse,  steady 
temperature  of  the  South,  the  husbandman  is  not  the  less 
willing  to  do  her  due  homage  for  a  share  of  her  divine  counte- 
nance and  gi'ace.  Those  impenetmble  jungles  of  Barbadoes 
millet  or  *  lofty  com/  so  regularly  drilled  and  so  uniform  in 
their  height  of  twelve  or  fourteen  feet,  >vith  their  ruddy  brown 
heads  standing  heavily  over  tlie  rustling  leaves^  though  a 
casual  glance  might  say  otherwise,  are  yet  only  a  portion  of 
the  gift ;  for  in  narrower  drills  between  each  of  the  tall  lines 
grows  the  shorter  and  less  bulky,  but  not  much  less  useful 
panicled  millet,  with  its  fine  yellow  seed-topped  st^lk  spring- 
ing humbly  fmm  the  feet  of  its  gigantic  companions — alter- 
nated, in  stray  fields,  with  perhaps  wheat  in  small  quantity,  f 
or  barley,  or  the  castor-oil  plant,  which,  we  have  been  told, 
forms  by  means  of  its  seeds  an  article  of  food — ^or  even  a 
kind  of  pulse  or  bean,  climbing  and  twining  around  the 
strong  steins  of  the  high  millet  tor  supj}ort  imtil  its  produce 
is  ripe*  Small  fields  occur  frequently  where  the  dusky 
olive-green  melons  lie  thick  as  camion-balls  on  a  hard-fought 
battle-field;  where  the  bright  yellow  flower  of  the  meagre 
dwarfish  ^Ming  wha^  or  cotton-plant  vaiies  the  prevailing 
hue  of  the  surroundmg  vegetable  world  in  plots  of  greater  or 
less  size ;  and  parcels  of  little  squares  of  the  plants  cultivated 
for  the  production  of  the  blue  colouring  matter  with  which 
they  dye  their  cotton  fabrics;  with  sometimes  long  stretches 
of  the  profitable  maize,  already  nearly  ripe,  unbendingly 
shaking  the  pinky  plume  depending  from  its  imbricated  crest. 

There  are  the  gardens^  too,  where  the  art  of  horticulture, 
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practised  pretty  freely  abroad^  is  pushed  as  far  as  diligent 
knds,  old-fashioned  heads,  aiid  the  experience  of  centuries 
can  rtach,  and  which  contribute  their  full  quota  of  domestic 
beauty  to  the  pleasant  picture.     Some  of  the  more  extensive, 
blonging  to  the  wealthier  style  of  houses,  we  cannot  contrive 
to  see,  because  of  the  high  stone  or  brick  wall  overhung  by 
the  light  green  drapeiy  of  the  willow,  the  primrose-yellow 
blossom  of  the  acacia,  or  the  ghstening  dark  green  of  the 
lam-el  growing  within  j  but  the  less  pretentious  enclosures 
line  the  road  for  some  extent  through  the  \dllageS5  and  over 
the  low  fence  or  brick  barrier  they  are  garnished  mth,  a  full 
but  not  crowded  assortment  of  growing  materials  necessary 
for  the   maintenance   and   enjoyment   of    the  simple   lives 
led  by  the  unassuming   owners-     They   are   laid   out  in  a 
manner  that  would  agreeably  astonish  enthusiasts  in  these 
puiiiuits  at  home;  orderly  ranks  of  millet-stalk  trellis- work 
Hre  covered  kindly  by  flowering  creepers  which  lend  tlieir  gay 
colours  for  the  present  and  give  their  seeds  into  the  bargain 
afterwards ;  and  numerous  varieties  of  potlierbs  are  spread  out 
between,  in  truly  economic  fashion.     The  roofs  and  sides  of 
cave-like  arbours  built  up  of  lattice-work,  are  buried  beneath 
the  leaves  and  tendiils  of  the  well-trained  vine,  or  the  flowers 
and  hea\y  fruit  of  the  pumpkin.      Neatly  trimmed  peach, 
plum^  pear,  and  apple  trees  are  dotted  in  the  most  convenient 
and  favourable  spots;  but  tliere  are  few  plants  grown  merely 
for  the  sake  of  their  flowei's,  and  of  these  the  cockscomb  and 
honeysuckle  predominate.     Invariably  the  sunniest  nook  of 
every  one  of  these  pet  patches  was  devoted  to  the  projiaga- 
tion  and  nurture  of  nicotian  leaves —-*  very  green  and  graceful 
they  looked — to  be  consumed  in  the  ministering  pipe ;  and 
all  betokened   the   triumphant   success   of  that   unwearied 
assiduity  which  seems  to  be  the  natural  endo\\Tnent  of  the 
good  folks  whom  we  see  leisurely  and  steadily  working  around 
U8^  as  if  their  labtjur,  instead  of  tii-ing  or  making  them  dis- 
contented, only  added  renewed  vigour  and  mialloyed  pleasures 
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to  the  inci-easing  daily  routine  of  duty  which  they  seem  to 
seek.  Hoeing  in  little  gangs,  tuniiiig  up  the  rich  sandy  loam, 
or  ploughing  the  surface  of  the  soil  around  the  roots  of  each  M 
row  of  plants,  all  the  ^  efficients '  of  the  villages  appear  to  be 
employed,  and  taking  advantage  of  the  auspicious  weather  to 
hasten  the  approach  of  the  welcome  harvest-  Even  the 
children  were  amusing  themselves  in  assisting  the  aged  and 
infirm  in  garden  operations,  and  learning  their  great  lesson 
in  life  from  those  whom  ripe  years,  ample  experience,  and 
respected  tradition  liad  most  fitted  for  the  task*  AH,  from 
childhood  to  adolescence  and  senile  decay,  laboured  away 
as  if  they  had  been  ants,  or  as  if  the  words  of  the  poet  had 
given  them  energy  and  resohition  to  toil  in  their  own  peculiar 
way  for  an  existence  unchequered  by  ambition  or  the  cares  of  a 
more  highly  civilized  world.  Rigidly  and  unde\iatingly  they 
seem  to  cling  to  the  hijunctions  given  by  the  Emperor  Kanghi 
in  the  sacred  edicts:  *  Give,'  he  says,  '  the  chief  place  to  hus- 
bandry, and  the  cultivation  of  the  mulberry-tree,  in  order  to 
procure  adequate  supplies  of  food;'  and  to  those  x)f  his  son, 
Yungching,  who,  actuated  by  the  same  feelings,  and  conscious 

that 

*  There  is  a  perennial  nobleness  and  sacredness  in  work* — 
la  idleDesa  alone  is  there  perpetual  despair/ — 

admonishes  his  subjects  thus;—'  Suffer  not  a  barren  spot  to 
remain  a  wilderness,  or  a  lazy  person  to  abide  in  the  cities. 
Then  the  farmer  will  not  lay  aside  his  plough  and  hoe^  or  the 
housewife  put  away  her  silkworms  and  her  weaving.  Even 
the  productions  of  the  hills  and  marshes,  of  the  orchards  and 
vegetable  gardens,  and  the  propagation  of  the  breed  of 
poultry,  dogs,  and  swine,  will  all  be  regularly  cherished,  and 
used  in  their  season  to  supply  the  deficiencies  of  agriculture/  f 

With  the  birth  of  the  Empire,  the  tillage  of  the  ground 
has  yet  as  great  a  hold  upon  the  majority  of  the  northern  J 
population  as  ever  it  could  have ;  and  though  they  are,  per- 
hapsj  no  further  advanced  so  far  as  regards  improving  their 
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implements  and  methods  of  utilising  the  materials  at  hand, 
than  their  progenitors  were  in  the  days  when  our  ancestors 
^^rere  roaming  through  woods  and  wUds^  finding  in  the  chase 
t:he  sole  means  of  subsistence — their  unclothed  bodies  smeared 
over  with  azure  pigments^  and  their  hirsute  breasts,  mayhap, 
grotesquely  adorned  with  the  sun,  moon,  and  stars,  delineated 
in  mystic  array — the  antiquated  air  which  envelopes  every- 
thing here,  and  the  testimony  of  the  wonderful  industrj'  of 
the  people,  are  in  point  of  attraction,  in  our  opinion,  worth 
anything  to  be  witnessed  in  their  towns  or  cities. 

Axid  we  are  not  sui'prised  to  notice  that  the  utilitarian 
Kpmt  is  carried  even  beyond  the  grave,  and  beyond  the  vene- 
ration which  we  had  understood  the  Chinese  professed  for 
their  departed  relations ;  for  in  the  rural  graveyards  where, 

*  Eacb  in  bii  narrow  coll  for  ever  la-ld. 
The  rude  forefathers  of  the  hamlet  sleep  * — 

there  is  no  exemption  from  the  universal  ploughing, 
scrapings  and  sowing;  and,  as  no  particular  place  is  set 
apart  apparently  for  a  pubUc  burjdng-ground,  nor  any 
attempts  made  at  walling  in  those  conical  earthen  tumuli,^ — 
mo  humble  when  compared  with  the  elaborate  and  tastefully 
painted  horse-shoe  or  i2  tombs  of  the  south — the  latter  render 
eome  portion  of  eveiy  landholder's  property  a  Woking  ceme- 
tery on  a  diminished  scale.  On  them  time  and  the  weather 
produce  their  usual  eflFects;  so  that  in  those  fields  where  at 
present  the  turf  heaves  in  many  a  mouldering  lieup,  around 
each  the  hoe  has  been  zealously  plied, — the  plough  has  passed, 
— and  the  grain  droops  lazily  ;  a  generation  or  two  will  see 
them  level  and  undistinguishable  from  the  common  earth 
around,  when  the  hea\y  wooden  coffins  will  have  crumbled 
away,  and  their  contents  have  subsided  into  dust  and  gone  to 
enrich  the  ground  the  deceased  so  often  tilled. 

Everywhere  on  our  road  we  had  occasion  to  observe 
this  custom, —  this  pajrment  of  the  loan  fbrmer  husbandmen 
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had  for  so  long  a  term  and  so  repeatedly  borrowed    from 
Mother  Earth.      Grand    or   great-grandchildren,  when   the 
season  returns,  remingle  the  ashes  of  their  sires  with  the 
kindred  dust  to  which  they  have  been  consigned,  and  erect  a 
fitting  monument  to  their  gone-by  habits  of  industiy  in  well- 
tended  crops  ripening  abundantly  above  them.     The  maho- 
gany-coloured plain  coUDtenanceSj  turned  towards  us  in  ^ 
half  proud,  half  inquisitive  kind  of  way,  when  we  got  nearj 
enough  to  these  sons  of  the  soil,  and  the  free,  independent 
sort  of  bearing  that  each  naturally  wears  when  addressed, 
betoken   the   self-satisfied    and    self-i'cliant   spirit    reigning  - 
within,  as  if  they  were  always  about  to  repeat  that  rustic  1 
song  of  theirs  which  smacks  so  strongly  and  vividly  of  the 
'  Miller  o' Dee:'— 


I 


'  The  iiiQ  comes  forth,  aud  we  work  : 
^^^  Tlie  sail  goQii  down,  and  we  reiaL 

We  dig  wella,  and  we  drink  : 
We  sow  fields,  and  we  eat. 
The  emperor's  power,  what  is  it  to  us?* 

What  would  our  fairies^ say  to  those  wayside  draw-wells 
at  which  we  are  perpetually  stopping  to  glut  our  drouthy  1 
desires  %vith  the  purest  and  most  refrigerating  nectur  ever 
imbibed  by  unrcgenei'ated  man,  drawn  from  their  dark, 
mossy  depths  by  a  tiny  scooped-out  wooden  clog^  dripping 
its  icy  drops  with  stai'tling  coldness  down  our  necks  and 
sleeves,  as  the  glorious  beverage  is  gulped  over  in  invigor- 
ating streams;  and  where  our  ponies  bury  all  but  their  eyes 
and  ears  in  wide  buckets  overflowing  with  such  unusual 
cheer,  or  greedily  suck  up  the  shallow  contents  of  the  half 
gourd-shell,  and  wistfully  look  for  more  ?  If  the  Oreads  find 
but  a  bleak  and  far  from  romantic  abode  m  the  cold,  sombre 
mountains  fro^vning  above  us,  and  the  Dryads  have  just  cause 
to  grumble  at  the  scanty  and  often  broken  repose  afforded  in  J 
the  nari'ow  belts  of  wood  so  reluctantly  granted  them  from  ' 
the  matter-of-fact  country  around  by  the  most  mundane  and 
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^Jiaterialistic  of   men,    how  grateful    and   happy   must  bo 

^he   Kauids ;   and  how  blithe  must  our  good  little  friends 

fe^l^  as  they  gambijl   aud  wheel  now  in   the    umbrage   of 

^Hci$e  iiendeut  lx)Ughs  so  thickly  tuliaged  and  intertwmed, 

^*wiuiniing  about  the  gnarled  trunks  of  emerald-green  willows, 
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l»l5FtTited    centuries   ago   in    half-circles    around  the   health* 

Jgi^^ing   water^   and   then    in   the    pale    yellow  moonbeams 

^\iut  skip    lightly  on   the   shred  of  grafie^plat,  allowed  to 

Mrige  the  faiiy  circle,  unheeding  that  these  resorts  are  the 

Work  of  mortal  hand^,  and  are  still  under  their  special  care. 
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If  at  night  Ave  can  imagine  these  places  to  be  so  pleasant 
thronged  with  such  felicitous  creatures,  luid  en^y  tliein  thei 
lot,  in  tlie  daytime  we  need  no  such  aid  to  eonjurc  u| 
in  reality  as  ha^jpy  n  scene  as  ever  dazzled  bewilderd 
human  eyes  that  chanced  to  ol>tfun  a  momentaiy  peep  inti 
fiiiryland-  In  the  deepest  obscurity  of  those  gmnd  old  treea; 
scarcely  interrupted  by  the  filmiest  gleam  of  sunshine,  con 
gregated  around  the  wells  fioni  whence  they  have  derived  s^ 
much  life,  are  the  village  patriarchs,  met  in  quiet  concord  t< 
discuss  the  unclu'onicled  gossip  and  tittle-tattle  of  their  littll 
worlds —  to  guard  then*  tottering  grandchildren  from  harm 
—  to  smoke  their  pities,  and  wear  through  the  twilight  a 
their  halcyon  days. 

They  are  tall,  hale  sexagenarians  and  octogeuarianf^j  wit 
long,  thin,  flowing  grey  beards  and  moustaches,  weak,  tearfii 
eyes,  ^\Tinkled  faces,  and  scal]:)s  entirely  destitute  of  huii^ 
save  the  half-dozen  shrivelled  silver}^  filaments  so  car© 
fuUy  preserved  on  their  old  cro^vns,  and  plaited  up  >vitl 
black  silken  thread  to  serve  as  an  apology  —  aveiy^lendel 
one  —  for  the  fashionable  imiovation  of  Tai*tar  origin^  an< 
a  submission  to  the  acquired  taste,  for  this  moisjt  dis 
tinguishing  mark  of  all,  of  the  power  of  a  dominant  race 
They  fonn  a  suitable  accompaniment  to  the  other  element 
of  rural  gmndeur  and  simplicity  m  which  we  wandei 
and  are  types  of  the  paternal  worthies  the  Chinese  so  muc 
love  to  depict,  allied  as  they  are  vnth  those  tiny  lumps  a 
good-natured  childhood,  which  they  nurse  and  amuse  wit 
such  sapient  drollerj^, —  oleaginous  little  sprouts  scai^ely  abl 
to  creep  and  crawl  around  the  knees  that  are  almost  too  stiJ 
and  feeble  to  keep  pace  with  their  infantile  strides,  wit; 
round,  colourless  faces,  noses  bai'ely  elevated  aliove  the  flai 
uninteresting  surface,  and  black  eyes,  jetty  and  glistening  m 
those  of  a  mouse,  looking  out  on  the  world*  The  conveJ 
surfece  of  their  germinating  craniums  is  shaven,  and  decked 
with  erectile  tufts  of  soft,  raven-coloured  hair,  in  the  mi 
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arbitrary  and  fantastic  way, —  sometimes  a  stumpy  tail  on 
l>oth  sides  of  the  crown, —  sometimes  only  one  on  the  right 
or  left  side,  and  sometimes  as  many  as  four  or  five  rise  up  in 
stiff  twists  in  an  indefinite  array  of  paint-brushes,  with  their 
nether  extremities  duly  clothed  in  bags,  that  are  facsimiles 
on  a  proportionate  scale  to  those  worn  by  adolescence,  which 
are  suspended  from  the  naked  shouldera  by  wide  braces. 

For  nearly  fifteen  miles  our  path  lay  in  the  midst  of  this 
abundant  grain-producing  country,  and  led  us  through  these 
domestic  and  prosperous  scenes.  We  quitted  them  with 
hearty  regret  when  the  cart  began  to  trundle  from  the  scrimp 
to  a  wider  I'oad,  descending  fi'om  the  fertile  sloi>e  to  the 
unpretending  roomy  main  street  of  the  little  town  or  vil- 
lage of  Han-chung.  Our  entrance  having  been  both  rapid 
and  abrupt,  the  people  were  thrown  into  a  lively  state  of 
confiision,  rushing  out  of  doors,  hurriedly  banging-to  doors 
and  gates,  flying  gladly  out  to  meet,  and  flying  with  terror 
away  fix>m  us  —  the  gentler  portion  of  the  community  in- 
volving themselves  in  the  mel^e  in  a  very  ungraceful  and  un- 
feminine  manner.  Luckily,  a  grey-bearded  old  countryman, 
leading  a  horse  with  a  pair  of  panniers  on  its  back,  pulled 
.  up  at  one  side  of  the  road  to  make  way  for  us,  and,  after  a 
friendly  stare  and  gape,  throwing  his  rugged  umber-shaded 
features  into  the  most  agreeable  and  welcome  contortions,  he 
Wled  out  his  sentiments  of  admiration  to  the  throng  in  an 
^mmistakeable  volley  of  'How  can  —  how  can  I — beautiful 
sight,  grand  sight ! '  This  certainly  allayed  the  fears  and 
commotions  of  the  more  terrified.  The  midday  halt  was  in 
the  only  auberge  the  place  could  boast ;  and  in  a  primitive 
*  bothy'  in  the  courtyard  we  were  content  to  refresh  and 
^t  ourselves  as  best  we  might. 

Cold  water  from  the  best  tap,  warm  tea,  rice,  and 
^gs,  constituted  our  dejeuner  in  Han-chung,  and  a  mid- 
day nap  would  have  been  a  ffine  qua  non  after  the  ride 
find  the  soporific  tendencies  of  the  mountain  air ;  but  to  do 
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more  thaii  wink  was  out  of  the  usual  course  of  events  now 
a-days  in  these  outlandish  regions,  where  foreigners  ha<i 
never  been  seen  before,  and  the  inhabitants  of  which  seldo: 
if  ever,  travelled  many  li  from  their  own  door-posts.  T 
inn,  all  the  entrances  thereto,  with  the  court-yard  and  ou 
own  door-posts  and  %vindow,  were  carried  by  the  rustics— 
mthout  a  show  or  feint  of  opposition  from  the  proprietors^B 
and  every  paper  pane,  wooden  or  mat  screen  or  partition, 
capable  of  penetration^  was  bored  and  rent  by  finger  or 
instrument  for  the  scrutiny  and  information  of  the  himgrj' 
lot  outside.  Those  wedged  and  woven  neai*est  us  wvvv  too 
much  afraid,  too  intent  on  keeping  their  ground,  or  too  much 
amazed,  to  talk;  but  mimy  were  the  questions  and  remarks 
bandied  about  by  those  pressing  and  jostling  in  the  rear, 
Ma-fbo  was,  as  on  all  other  occasions,  the  vehicle  for 
transmission  of  their  inquiries,  as  he  was  the  willing 
medium  of  communication  between  us  and  the  natives,  and 
though  vYery  one  of  the  outside  candidates  pinned  them- 
selves on  to  him  whenever  circumstances  required  that  he 
should  break  Ms  way  through,  yet  he  was  unifoiinly  civil, 
and  answered  their  interrogations  as  if  he  had  been  on  the 
most  intimate  and  fiiendly  terms  vnih  them  tor  years* 
The  question  unceuBingly  poked  at  him  by  every  fresh  aiTival 
was  in  sonte  way  connected  witli  our  nationality.  That  j 
appeared  to  be  the  foundation  from  which  they  were  to  raiseW 
their  ideas  and  historical  deductions,  and  to  confirm  or  era- 
dicatc  previous  suppositions,  '  What  manner  of  men  are 
those?'  always  met  with  the  unvaiying  response,  ^  Ta  ying- 
kwoh  jiiis,'  men  of  the  great  English  nation.  Finding  we 
did  not  murder  and  vat  them,  they  sch^u  became  conftdent 
enough,  and  two  or  three  even  ventured  within  tlie  doorway- 
through  which  they  were  requested  to  retire  again,  as  their 
tobacco  fumes  were  anything  but  aromatic :  while  those  who 
saw  everj^hing  distinctly,  passed  on  descriptions,  with 
their  ot^vii  comments,  of  our  marvellous  costume,  ways  of 
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eating,  and  general  inexpressibly  odd  appearance.     A  perfect 

fermentation  in  the  whole  mass  arose  when  they  began  to 

describe  the  curious  style  in  which  we  wrote,  our  pens,  and, 

above  all,  the  pencils,  which  they  evidently  believed  to  be 

aomething  miraculous  in  being  capable  of  writing  over  whole 

pages  without  ink.     One  spectacled  respectable  old  man  fiui'ly 

pushed  his  way  to  where  I  sat,  and  only  stayed  his  inquisi- 

tiveness  when  the  goat-like  beard  of  his  was  sweeping  over 

my  book,  and  I  could  contain  ray  laughter  no  longer.     Not 

m  the  least  ashamed  or  daunted  at  the  length  to  which  his 

unmanageable  curiosity  had  carried  him,  he  began  to  turn 

over  the  leaves,  examining  the  quality  of  the  paper,  and 

especially  admiring  its  glossiness,  and  then,  after  chuckling 

and  nodding  his  delight — he  must  have  been  a  paper  manu- 

fiwturer  or  a  sclioolmaster — he  presented  us  with  his  fan  for 

our  worshipful  autograph  to  be  inscribed  thereon  by  such  a 

mysterious  stylet. 

Already  one  side  was  figured  over  with  inscriptions — 
black,  clear,  and  very  neatly  painted — ^probably  it  was  the 
gage  cCamitie  of  some  cherished  friend  who  had  sought  to  per- 
petuate a  mutual  regard  by  an  impromptu  verse  in  his  own 
style  of  writmg ;  so,  fancying  ourselves  highly  honoured  by 
this  compliment,  we  felt  bound  to  propitiate  a  short-lived 
friendship  by  complying  -with  his  reasonable  demand,  and  on 
the  other  side  penned  a  regular  chronological  detail  of  our 
names,  date  of  our  departure  from  Tien-tsin,  arrival  at  the 
village,  and  probable  destination.  Before  we  had  finished 
otir  job,  half  a  dozen  worthies,  ^vith  a  like  number  of  fans, 
Wre  in  upon  us  for  the  same  token  of  our  condescension  and 
^teem ;  and  too  highly  flattered  by  the  civil  reception  and 
attention  paid  us,  it  was  only  a  pleasant  though  imperative 
duty  to  repeat  the  history  with  some  slight  variations  to 
please  their  eyes,  for  they  could  no  more  understand  the 
ineaning  of  the  characters  in  which  we  wrote,  than  we  did 
those  of  their  language,  and  it  would  have  been  useless  to 
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attempt  their  interpretation.     While  we  were  at  work,  lo 
the  onlookers  outside  had  scuttled  off  and  returned, 
possessed  of  a  new  fan,  destined  to  become  a  &mily 
for  the  future.     Our  personal  description  having  been  wor 
threadbare,  and  events,  past,  present,  and  to  come,  penne 
out,  we  had  recoui^se  to  as  much  as  our  memories  retained  < 
the  ix)pular  songs  of  the  day ;  and  making  up  a  medley 
the  first  lines  of  each  ditt}^,  furnished  an  expansive  collectic^:^^ 
of  materials  sufficient  to  startle  the  editorial  staff  of  all  ti=^^ 
penny  warblers  and  comic  song-books  of  the  day  —  greafeZI^-^ 
to  the  delight  of  the  unenlightened  but  highly  flavoun^^^ 
beings  who  honoured  us  with  their  sociable  presence  in  siLc^^ 
a  rest-dispelling  mamier  during  the  heat  of  the  day. 
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OULTIVJLTION  OF  INDIGO — BED  OF  THE  TAU-H(*) — MANUFACTURE  OF  POT- 
TERY— A  CHINESE  DOCTOR — AN  ORATOR — XE)V  DOOR-FASTENING — 
EFFICACY  OF  FLAGELLATION — ^A  ROW — IJAD  WATER  AND  WORSE  TEA — 
BSFULSIVE  MODE  OF  SERVING  UP  POULTRY — CHINESE  MINSTREL — RE- 
COLLECTIONS OF   CELTIC   MUSIC— CHINESE   SINGING — NATIVE    FIDDLE. 

OUR   short  halt  had  expired ;   we  had  still   our  twenty 
miles  to  ride  before  night.     The  novelty  excited  by 
our  stay  had  been  slightly  worn  off,  our  ]>ill  was  paid,  and 
«dl  that  was  necessar}^  to   transact   before  we  bad(»  good- 
bye to  the  secluded  toAvn,  accomplished.     We  moved  out 
into  the  streets  again,  through  the  lanes  of  upturned  faces 
on  each  side ;  and  w^ere  soon  in  the  countiy,  plodding  and 
ploughing  through  sandy  roads,  sonietunes  uphill,  sometimes 
<lownhill ;  into  villages  and  out  again,  nearing  the  mounfaiins 
one  half-hour,  and  leaving  them  the  next;  buried  in  the 
surging   seas   of  millet,  disentombed  in    sj)eckled   fields  of 
^^elons  or  auriferous  cotton  shrubs ;  half  swamped  amongst 
Indian  com,  gliding  through  arcades  of  sylvan  architecture 
l>idding  defiance  to  the  thoroughfare  of  the  sun,  or  across 
encaustic    squares   of  dye-phuits   and   ])ro\vii  earth  ;  on  to 
^^^oads  divergent,  convergent  —  ev(.'r}'thing  ])ut  straight,  and 
irregular,  hea\y,  and  shifting,  inconsistent  and  unendui-able, 
^xi   their   general   character,    were    it    not    for   the   mellow 
teiii]:)erature  of  the  afternoon  and  the  agrc?eal)le  diversity  of 
evemhing  coming  within  the  range  of  vision.  A  large  piece  of 
gi*ound  is  passed  which  is  solely  given  uj)  to  tlir*  .cultivation 
^f  the  greenish-purple  indigo,  amon;r  the  ev<'n  lines  of  which 
^^oors  are  industriously  turning  over  and  l^reaking  up  the 
^rth.     Two  wide  cisterns  of  white  cement,  some  eight  or 
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ten  feet  in  breadth^  and  four  or  five  in  depth,  are  in  tlie 
middle  of  the  crop  for  the  macemtion  or  fenneutation  of  the 
plants  which  are  not  yet  in  flower. 

Xotwithstanding  the  ups  and  downs, —  the  tortuous  fickle 
tmck, — ^we  were  gainhig  the  grizzly  hills.  Unhandy  knobs 
of  rock  burst  through  the  sand,  the  first  specimens  we  had 
to  stumble  over  for  many  a  day.  Here  it  would  be  a  series 
of  points  and  nodules  of  gmnite,  over  winch  our  ponies  had 
to  step  carefully  and  gingerly  ;  there,  a  stiff  ridge  of  hard 
dark  grey  limestone  intruding  itself  on  the  toilsome  road 
^yith  a  thin  crust  of  calcareout*  conglomerate  overlapping  it, 
and  more  mrely  a  soft  fi'iable  light-coloured  sandstone  crop- 
ping in  TOund  masses  fmin  the  bed  of  the  cart  ps^h.  i 

The  ai'able  land  began  to  forsake  us  and  to  subside  Into 
the  distance,  and  the  vilUges  to  become  more  widely  sepa-  ' 
rated,  and  hid  in  depressions  and  gaps,  Tliin  withei*ed 
herbage  lay  on  the  elevations,  scantily  clothing  then*  naked- 
ness and  preventing  their  carrying  a  chilly  aspect,  but  away 
towards  the  north  and  south  ai'e  the  verdant  bloomLng 
straths  and  plains,  with  their  ripening  harvests  gleaming 
in  serried  gradations  of  colour,  until  they  become  blended 
with  the  deep  blue  of  the  cloudless  sk3\  The  little  stone 
cabins  were  not  so  tightly  janmied  togethei^  but  sought  to 
secure  themselves  fi^om  exposure  and  bleakness  in  choice 
spots  that  afforded  in  many  cases  but  slender  room  for  a  few, 
so  that  they  were  devoid  of  that  regularity  and  compactness 
which  gave  the  more  fortunately  situated  dwellings  in  the 
fertile  localities  an  as|)ect  of  comtbrt  and  prosperity ;  and  the 
peculiarities  of  situation,  wth  the  measures  taken  to  remedy  < 
them,  caused  a  departure  irom  the  ordinaiy  style  of  building 
that  lent  a  curious  appearance  to  the  sparsely  distributed 
houses  on  which  we  looked  down  every  now  and  again  from 
the  tops  of  high  banks  and  ridges. 

The  bed  of  the  Tau-hu^  aii  inconsiderable  stream  lying  at 
the  bottom  of  a  naiTow  gully  wliose  sides  were  wxapped  m 
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the  brightest  emerald  vegetation,  was  easily  crossed  at  the 
ford,  the  long  drought  having  considerably  diminished  its 
volume.  This  must  at  times  be  somewhat  large,  judging 
from  the  high-water  lines  it  has  left  on  each  steep  bank, 
beyond  which  it  opens  out  abruptly  over  an  oozy  tract 
famished  with  random  willows  along  its  course. 

Soon  after  our  road  led  between  three  baJd  hills ;  on  one 
of  them,  the  highest,  was  a  wild  lonely  temple,  standing  like 
a  ruined  German  ch&teau,  on  the  most  inaccessible  point,  a 
very  conspicuous  landmark ;  and  a  bold  spur  of  brownish 
grey  that  had  started  from  the  long  chain  of  momitains  on 
the  left  to  join  its  isolated  fellows  on  the  right.  Not  far  from 
this,  and  probably  to  gain  the  advantage  of  the  breeze  always 
sweeping  about  the  high  ground,  three  dome-shaped  kilns 
for  the  manufacture  of  coarse  potter}',  like  our  o^vn  in  outline, 
were  reared  on  an  elevated  ridge.  The  ware,  consisting 
chiefly  of  huge  vats  glazed  inside  and  outside,  all  excej)t  the 
rim,  was  of  a  formidable  thickness,  and  wide  and  deep  enough 
to  have  concealed  in  each  of  them  two  of  Ali  Baba's  forty 
thieves  whom  Morgiana  disposed  of.  The  demand  for  these 
articles  must  be  somewhat  great  if  the  numerous  rows  of 
them  piled  up  ready  to  be  taken  away  for  service  be  any 
criterion,  and  a  busy  throng  of  soiled  Avorkmen  were  active 
in  the  various  stages  of  production,  and  adding  to  the  col- 
lection; pulverising,  kneading,  and  tempering  the  blackish 
coally-looking  coarse  clay,  in  colour  like  the  Stourbridge  clay, 
and  which  bums  like  it  white  in  the  furnace — by  the  aid  of 
ponies  and  asses, and  simple  but  effective  contrivances;  mould- 
^  and  finishing  the  plastic  material  by  hand,  and  conveying 
^ne  vessels  to  the  bottom  aperture  of  the  kilns  where  they  are 
^^  be  baked  l^y  those  heaps  of  small  coal  of  tolerable  quality, 
brought,  thev  tell  us,  from  some  coal-pit  in  the  neighbouring 
hills. 

The  transportation  of  such  heavy  brittle  ware  from  such 
an  excluded  manufactoiy,  over  such  bumping  rough  roads, 


122 


A   CHINESE  DOCTOR, 


must  tend  to  increase  its  value;  but  the  situation  has  been 
evidently  chosen  in  consequence  of  its  geological  advantages,  M 
all   the  necessiny  ingredientH  being   found  within  a  small 
radius — a  foitiiitous  circumstance  >\diich  we  could  not  agiua 
record  on  the  whole  of  onr  route* 

Kear  the  end  of  our  day's  journey,  another  stream,  the  Tang* 
yiui,  was  fonled ;  and  long  l>efoi'e  daylight  had  vanished  we 
were  in  the  main  suburban  street  of  Kai^puig,  in  which  we 
halted  for  a  few  minutes  to  make  some  purchases  opposite  an 
aix)tliecary\s  door.  Inside  his  shop  we  could  remark  ])endulous 
bunches  of  drieil  herlis  aixiund  the  wall:?,  dmwers  and  j)ots, 
and  cuplxmrds  ranged  on  the  sides  and  Imck  of  tlie  dimly 
lighted  alxxle.  The  vendor  of  rhubarb  and  ginseng,  simples 
and  plaisters,  we  could  barely  discern  behind  a  long  coimter,  M 
artistically  melding  a  pestle  in  a  l>rass  mortar — one  of  many 
such  in  which  are  manipulated  the  bitter  treasures  collected 
within  the  ever-dreaded  sanctum  of  the  counti^'  doctor,  who 
is  as  much  an  mstitutitjn  here  as  in  the  most  sickly  country 
in  Euro[>e.  ■ 

The  town  was  enclosed  within  an  indefensible  wall  much  in 
need  of  repair — cnimblhig  as  it  Avas  to  the  veiy  gate  tliroiigli 
which  we  had  to  pass  before  an  inn  cotdd  be  found,  Init 
bearing  traces  of  having  seen  better  and  inure  impoitant  day^s, 
in  its  paved  i*oad ways* beneath  arclies  of  tolemble  A\ddth,  but 
now  highly  dangerous  to  the  feet  and  knees  of  the  quach'upeds^ 
as  well  as  to  the  efficiency  of  the  wheels  and  axletree  of 
the  cart.  This  sustains  a  round  of  disjointing  concussions 
before  we' are  in  the  leading  thorouglifares  where  we  have 
reason  to  believe  a  brick  either  fell  from  some  in\isiblc 
soui*ce,  or  was  hurled  as  a  /)t'flt<?-ofFering  by  one  of  a  gi'oup 
of  sliD|)keepers  who  lounged  alxjut  the  entrance  to  a  store — 
and  sojue  of  whom  wore  hjoks  that  did  not  belie  their 
intentions.  The  salute  did  not  meet  with  any  amount 
of  attention;  indeed,  M.,  at  whose  feet  the  missile  dropped, 
only  casually  noticed  the  occurrence.     Soon  after  we  were 
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in  the  yard  of  our  hotel,  with  as  rude  a  rabble  of  scatter- 
lings  and  frantic  busy-bodies  as  had  yet  pestered  us  in  China. 
The  building  was  bad  and  dirty  even  for  China,  but  was 
in  keeping  with   the  general    condition  of   the  neglected 
town,  with  its  old  houses  decaying  for  lack  of  spirit — wide 
street,  gutterless,  and  nothing  better  than  a  sloppy  cessix)ol, 
more  usefiil  for  the   reception  of  the  odds  and  ends  and 
Tile  garbage  ejected  by  the  filth-cherishing  inmates  of  the 
creaky  dens  on  each  side,   than  as  a  way  for  the  conve- 
nience of  tramps  or  traffic.     It  strongly  reflected  the  image 
of  some  towns  we  have  seen  in  an  island  not  far  from  Great 
Britain,  where  the  mtroduction  of  railways  and  the  abolition 
of  stage-coaches  have  left  the  halts  and  coaching  places — never 
in  a  very  lively  stage  of  sanitary  refonn,  or  celebrated  for 
habits  of  cleanliness — in  a  chronic  state  of  mud  and  ruin. 

Where  everything  was  so  pitiably  du'ty  and  neglected,  we 
had  not  much  to  choose  in  the  matter  of  apartments,  our  noses 
generally  deciding  which  could  be  rendered  endurable  for  the 
longest  space  of  time  if  by  opening  door  mid  windows,  and 
exterminating  all  the  live  stock  that  could  be  found  on  the 
premises,  the  more  objectionable  efflu\ia  and  vermin  could 
be  dispelled ;  and  having  seized  upon  a  comer  distant  from 
all  other  inhabited  rooms,  with  a  low  shaky  brick  wall 
enclosing  a  little  space  m  front  of  the  door,  we  fondly 
but  vainly  flattered  ourselves  we  could  shut  oui'selves  in  and 
perform  our  al)lutions  ^vithout  hmdrance  from  the  presence 
of  the  clamorous  mob.  The  landlord  was  in  an  unenviable 
plight  —  ill-natured  and  morose  he  seemed  to  be  at  the  best  of 
times — for,  A\dthout  shoAving  us  the  least  consideration,  and 
leaving  Ma-tbo  to  conduct  us  through  his  piggeries  of  sleeping 
apartments  as  best  he  might,  he  applied  himself  to  the  crowd, 
beginning  in  a  most  lugubrious  inconsistent  whine  as  he  saw 
the  sacredness  of  the  choicest  rooms  invaded,  and  thinirs 
thrown  topsy-turv}^,  gradually  rising  to  the  most  inspiriting 
harangue  as  the  outer  gates,  which  had  been  closed  on  our 
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arrival,  were  forced  ^ — ^and  bui*sting,  con  amore^  into  a  far 
more  natural  whirlwind  of  deadly  invective  as  the  flood  came 
rolling  onwards,  threatening  to  overwhelm  him  and  squash, 
beyond  the  reach  of  redemptioiu  the  fowls  and  pigs  e^cposed 
to  its  rush. 

Bolts  or  fastenings  there  wei'e  none  on  the  nan'ow  doors 
of  room  and  enelosure.  The  fonncr  had  a  contrivance  for 
pulling  it  to,  far  behind  the  elegantly-designed  springs  of 
Western  lands,  but  yet  as  serviceable,  and  certiiiiily  less  clumsy 
than  those  curds  and  weights  we  have  often  been  baffled  with 
at  home.  It  wat^  nothing  more  than  a  bow  made  fi*oni  u  strip 
of  bamboo  and  tightly  bent  by  a  leatlxern  thong,  fastened  to 
the  inside  of  the  door ;  from  the  thong  mn  a  thin  leather 
strap,  the  end  of  which  was  firmly  attached  to  the  door-f)ost; 
thus,  by  the  elasticity  of  the  bamboo  and  the  tension  of  the 
strap,  the  door  is  kept  closed,  and  when  opened  has  the  greater 
tendency  to  close  again  because  of  the  bow  being  more  bent. 
This  was  but  a  sorry  security  against  intruders,  and  w^as 
shortly  to  be  cui*ved  to  its  utmost  limits;  for  we  had  no  sooner 
taken  possession,  than  the  small  private  allotment  without 
was  cnmmied,  and  a  mass  of  yellow  skins  were  competing  for 
the  best  sight-seehig  places  in  the  tainted  domicile,  with  the 
howlhig,  helpless  old  landlord  behind  venting  imprecations 
on  liis  agitated  townsmen.  Firm  steps  were  necessary  j  liaU" 
measures  would  have  made  things  worse.  BL  was  deputy 
Minister  for  War ;  but  gifted  to  an  admirable  degree  mth  senti- 
ments of  peace  and  goodwill  towards  all  men,  and  the  Chinese 
in  particular,  and  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  preserving 
thQJffste  ^?i//u';^,  between  truckling  to  their  cariosity  on  the  one 
hand  from  fear  of  offending  them,  and  using  harsh  measures 
to  keep  them  in  awe,  he  applied  the  molliiying  suaviter  in 
modo  with  becoming  grace  and  tact — but  with  no  other  effect 
than  to  set  one-half  of  his  audience  laughing  and  grinning  in 
derision,  and  inducing  further  symptoms  of  disturbance. 

With  a  promptness  and  vigour  of  attack  worthy  of  the  best 
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e,  he  now  brought  into  the  arena  the  invincible  fortiter  in 
»^«  of  a  determined  Briton  ;  and  never  did  magic  wand,  pUed 
t*^  the  hand  of  Boeco,  Houdin,  or  Anderson^  induce  such 
^ ^parent  mimcles  as  did  that  flexible  riding-whip  in  the 
fci^and  of  my  companion.  The  room  was  cleared  as  if  all  had 
^imppeared  in  the  ground  (good  job  if  they  had),  but  the 
^«:^«urtyard  was  wedged  with  all  sorts  and  sizes,  and  those 
^rom  the  room  fiilling  back  on  those  in  a  pei*fect  state  of  p^nic 
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L  ebulHtion,  as  hard  to  look  on  with  equanimity  as  to 
delineate  in  words.  Then  the  most  crashing  struggle  began 
lor  the  narrow  aperture  hy  which  they  had  entered,  but  in 
isrhich  two  or  three  globidar  citizens  had,  at  the  very  com- 
mencement, managed,  in  tlieir  terror  and  haste,  to  get  irre- 
movably  jammed,  and  these  all  the  mad  press  behind  utterly 
failed  to  stir-  It  now  became  apparent  that  something  must 
give  way,  and  though  the  warlike  demonstrations  had  ceasedj 
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tbe   unbridled   stx'ength   of  the  outside  pests  became  aug 
mented,  until  each  of  the  adipose  bolsters  so  mysteriously 

and  skilfully  compressed  into  such  a  meagre  slit,  looked  as  if 
about  to  burst  before  it  would  give  way.  Their  individual 
faces  disclosed  the  ticklish  position  in  which  they  but  too 
well  knew  they  had  got  themselves.  They  looked  at  ua 
with  the  most  abject  '  funk/  and  then  at  those  who  laboured 
and  heaved  against  them  like  battering-nuns,  as  if  each  one 
saidj  in  anything  but  a  defi^mt  spirit, 

Come  on,  come  all,  this  waU  aliall  fly 
From  Ua  firm  base  as  soon  as  I ! 

But  the  wall,  luckily  for  them,  had  not  a  firm  base  ;  luid  just 
before  they  came  to  the  colLipsing  point,  a  three  which  must 
have  accelerated,  if  it  did  not  effect,  that  catastrophe,  was 
exerted  by  the  whole,  and  down  came  the  wall,  doors,  and 
doorposts.  All  were  mingled  in  a  regular  scramble,  from 
which  they  picked  themselves  up  in  half-time  and  fled  routed, 
leaving  their  vanquisher  in  iull  })ossession  of  the  field* 
The  scrambling,  grappling,  and  sprawling,  resembled  the 
clown's  'row'  scene  in  a  good  Christmas  pantomime,  and 
afibrded  as  niei*ry  a  laugh  as  ever  was  elicited  in  boyhood 
by  those  seasonable  Iioliday  peiibniiiuices.  When  the  dis- 
comfited fugitives  hid  ted  beyond  the  limits  of  the  courts  and 
found  that  the  terrible  strangjjrs  had  not  slain  one-half  of 
then'  number,  they  enjoyed  the  fun  as  heartilj^  as  ourselves ; 
laughing  and  holding  their  sides  in  splitting  roai^s,  greatly 
to  tlie  chagrin  of  our  host,  who  strutted,  danced,  and  shouted, 
until  uol:hing  but  a  well-timed  fit  of  apople^  could  have 
saved  hun  from  absolute  madness.  He  was,  we  can  uidiesi- 
tatingly  aver,  the  most  outrageously  demonstrative  and  rabid 
Chinaman  it  has  been  our  misfortune  to  be  Avithin  hail  of. 
We  felt  relieved  on  his  account,  and  also  on  our  own,  when 
the  irritable  man  was  driven  by  excess  of  bile  to  the  slielter 
of  his  pirticular  den,  firom  which  he  did  not  again  show  coun- 
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tenance  that  evening,  greatly  to  the  comfort  of  his  guests. 
Not  so,  however,  the  industrious  knaves  manoeuvring  with- 
out.   They  betrayed  no  symptoms  of  succumbing  to  the 
firight  they  had  received,  or  yielded  to  their  incessant  dodging 
firom  one  place  to  another  for  the  gratification  of  their  eye- 
sight, but  gained  confidence  fi'om  our  peaceable  attitude, 
vrhich  arose  from  an  unfeigned  desire  to  preserve  the  mise- 
rable posada  from  wreck  and  ruin.     They  gained  the  doors 
and  windows  once  more,  but  fi'om  these  they  were  moved 
with  the  utmost  alacrity  on  the  slightest  motion  inside. 

The  bill  of  fare  was  as  little  adapted  to  our  tastes  as  were 
the  other  acconunodations  of  the  place.  The  water  was  bad, 
and  the  tea  was  worse.  Indeed,  nothing  could  exceed  the 
badness  of  the  water  but  the  worthlessness  of  the  tea;  and 
their  combination  was  an  abomination  no  amount  of  thirst 
could  have  tolerated.  The  liquid  could  not  have  come  fi'om 
the  springs  we  had  passed ;  Whence  came  the  leaves  wc  could 
not  ascertain.  We  suspected  very  strongly  that  they  bore  a 
more  natural  claim  to  the  stem  of  the  Chinese  buckthorn 
[Rhamnus  Tlieezans)  than  to  that  of  the  Tliea  vindis  or 
genuine  tea-plant.  Harsh  and  bitter  did  the  scalding  abomi- 
nation cling  to  our  tongues.  But,  with  the  exception  of  a 
bony  fowl,  nothing  else  could  be  had  to  satisfy  our  by  no 
means  fastidious  European  wants  and  fancies.  Ultimately 
our  bag  of  rice  was  opened,  a  tin  of  soup  emptied,  and  another 
sausage  driven  out  of  its  heiTnetical  fortress. 

Ma-foo  had  been  pursuing  to  the  death,  aided  and 
supported  by  two  scullions,  all  the  winged  denizens  of  the 
locality,  and  now  came  in  with  two  cackling  victims  for 
approval,  whose  only  recommendations  were  the  enonnous 
development  of  bones,  tendons,  and  feathers,  and  parsi- 
Dionious  portion  of  muscle  with  which  nature  had  endowed 
them.  Our  necessities,  but  not  our  'wills,  consented,  and 
they  were  hurried  off,  amid  screeches  and  screams,  to  an 
untunely  death.     They  were  scalded  in  a  greasy  cauldron 
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•^nkiiTi£  of  an  eye,  from  Avhence,  after  a 

V  "«  xrithdrawii,  and  laid  before  us,  in 

.  -t  t.   of  int:ict  heads  and  legs,  even  to 

•>v  ,sTul  bills.     The  fellow  who  officiated 

.    ..sj:usting  degree  (else  he  could  never 

..  !A  ::ix*s  of  recent  murder  to  disfigure  the 

.    ^  .     J  u),  actually  brought  in  the  whole  of  the 

.    .        is  about  half  a  dcv.en  shelless  ganiboge- 

..:.  oily  basin,   to  ask  whether  we  should 

vMi   fried  in  pig  fat,  or  dressed  f)  la  mode^ 

c.wv  his  own  approved  style  with   chopped 

\       dreadfully  dissatisfied  he   seemed  when 

^iir  sincere  wish  that  he  would  immediately 

,   ..,  .iiul  take  with  him  the  nauseous  trash. 

.   .v  healthy  appetite,  the  invariable  compmion  of 

..     >\illi!ig  to  step   forward   when   called    xxpow^ 

.X-   v»i'ten   over-zealoiis   in    appearing   at   the   im- 

.. .   \v:is  in  readiness  as  usual,  without  any  arti- 

.    .  -t'Ti^s,  and  1  made  a   regular  feast  of  the  good 

,   .       siorr  me,  demolishing  the  rice  and  fowls  in  an 

•MMiu'i',  and  at  an  unprecedented  rate  of  speed, 

ill    v»l*   two   semi-fluid   tallow  dips   stuck  on   the 

.  \\v»o^lru  stand  by  means  of  ;i  thin  reed  thrust  into 

..  •..  viul  of  the  flavoury  grease. 

^,-  ■  \  riMuaiiis  had  scarcely  been  cleared  away  by  that 
N  ..uu'imu  of  ours  when,  as  lu^k  would  have  it,  the 
.v;  tuiiistrel  of  the  town,  led  by  a  boy  (for  that 
;.  •.•\v'r>al  curse  of  the  Chinese  poor  —  ophthalmia — 
x.>'\\l  liim  of  sight),  took  up  his  ground  in  the  door- 
.-.J  Is-'iUi  fu'st  to  tune  and  then  to  play  on  the  three- 
»/v  'San  hicn  '  or  banjo  of  his  country — an  instni- 
xN-.-.i  ;i  long  nirk  traversed  at  one  end  by  three  pro- 
;  »H'\',^.  and  a  dimimitive  l)ody  at  the  other — of  a 
Nixal  >hape,  covered  with  dusky  l)rown  and  yellow- 
>uakc  skin,  on  which  lay   the  dwarfish  bridge  sup- 
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porting  the  strings.  He  had  well  chosen  his  time  and  the 
Imtimour  of  his  audience;  fur^  hod  he  begun  his  atmm- 
113.  ing  before,  instead  of  after  dinner^  his  entertainment  would, 
a.  thousand  chtmces  to  onej  have  got  a  sorncwhiit  unpro- 
lEkising  reception.  There  he  stood  now,  like  a  David 
Ka-Tping  before  King  Saul  of  the  troubled  mind,  the  long, 
w^ell'shapen  fingers  of  his  left  hand  stretched  over  the  thin 
iilten  cords  of  the  antiquated  construction  that  lay  across  his 
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^*^y ;  pressing  them  nimbly  and  gently  at  one  extremity, 
^^  slirling  upwards  and  downwai^ds  on  the  thin  neck  mth  the 
Pnuitised  experience  and  grace  of  an  artiste^  while  the  right 
l*and^  with  the  end  of  the  striking  finger  protected  by  a  thin 
^%  of  bamboo,  wa^  busy  plying  the  strings.  This,  of  all  the 
popular  musical  instruments  in  ordinary  use  amongst  the 
*-Mntse,  pleases  me  be^t ;  and  though  the  airs  the  present  per- 
fcnner  treated  us  to  were  novel,  and  he  was  uriiicquainted 
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vntU  those  wc  asked  him  to  pky,  and  which  are  so  much 
vogae  southwards,  yet  he  mana<}^cd  to  get  through  his  solo 
an  unohjcctionahle,  if  not  in  a  scientific  manner.  He  ac 
the  part  of  a  musical  physician  in  good  earnest,  introducin 
simple  melodies  with  an  unaffected  execution  as  he  beat  tinaft 
with  his  foot,  bringing  out  the  low  notes  clear  and  8ofl| 
slurring  the  short  quick  notes  in  the  allegretto  movements  in 
a  tremulous  series  of  shakes,  and  with  decided  effect,  darti 
his  kft  hand  from  one  end  of  the  neck  to  the  other  in  pi 
cadences,  pauses,  and  fitful  starts,  and  yet  all  in  measu 
beat,  *  putting  the  soul  in  tune;*  and  getting  what  he  thougl 
a  good  reward  for  his  skill  when  he  had  finished. 

The  music  of  our  friends  is  certainly  curious  and  whimsi 
and  to  a  stranger  very  often  sounds  discordant,  jerking, 
disagreeable  in  the  extreme — appeiiring  as  grotesque,  but 
the  same  time  as  indigenous  to  the  natale  solum  of  the  blac 
haired  race,  as  are  their  architecture,  their  garb,  their  manne 
and  their  shaven  heads  and  pigtails;  yet  that  they  are 
musical  people,  few  who  have  mixed  much  among  them,  ai 
patiently  listened  to  a  good  performer  on  one  of  their  mi 
harmoniously  attuned  instruments,  will  deny.  Almost  every 
house  we  entered  in  North  China  Ijousted  of  its  amateur  and 
its  weapon  of  torture,  as  some  nondovers  of  the  dulcet-tones 
have  termed  the  favourite  article,  in  some  shape  or  another, 
and  in  passing  through  the  dark  narrow  streets  in  the  eve 
ings,  one  is  sure  to  hear  fi-om  the  dimlydighted  houses  t 
squealing,  incoherent,  and  distorted  \ibmtions  tumbling  out 
on  the  night  air  with  a  spasmodic  reality  and  a  foreignness  of 
style  that  at  once  remind  t!ie  listener  of  the  outlandi 
country  he  is  in,  I  remember  one  night,  shortly  after  m; 
arrival  in  Hongkong,  listening  in  the  almost  silent  street  to  i 
peripatetic  musician,  whom  I  thought — ^  though  it  is  but 
hasty  opinion  at  that  eai^y  i>criod  of  my  sojourn  in  the  lane 
— a  master  of  this  three-stringed  lute.  I  hod  never 
anytliing  half  so  curious  and  wild  as  tlie  sound  of  those  shril 
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thiiUing,   wcinLl'like   notes  echoing  strangely  in  the  vacant 

ehoroiighfkrc.     There  is   a  plaintive  melancholy  often  per- 

Tiieatiag  and  controlling  the  more  lively  element  in  some  of 

their  airs  which  is  peculiar  as  well  as  impressive,  and  tenches 

somehow  or  other  our  most  pleasant  muvenirs  of  days  gone  by, 

particularly  when  played  on  the  *  Shu  tih/  a  sort  of  clarionet 

—  or  rather,  tVom  its  sharp  and  loud  peals  of  ear-piercing 

intensity,  a  near  approximation  to  the  chanter  of  the  Scottish 

bagpipe*     At  the  funeral  processions,  the  clang  and  din  of 

the  assembled  gongg,  blowing  of  horns,  and  bumping  of  tom- 

tfvms,  cannot  drown  the  long-drawn,  half-savage  sad  melody 

pured  out  from  the  reed,  around  which  the  greater  portion 

of  the  attendants  and  onlookers  gather  as  they  would  around 

the  naiTator  of  a  tale  of  woe,  such  a  powerful  ascendency  does 

it  exert  over  them;  and  I  must  confess  it  threw  a  spell  over 

me^  every  tune  becoming  more  and  more  potent. 

Nane  of  those  grand  conceptions  bestowed  on  the  world 
by  Mozai%  Mendelssohn,  Donizetti^  Hummel,  Handel,  or 
Beethoven,  to  nearly  all  of  whose  masteri>ieces  I  have  lent 
my  enraptured  attention,  ever  produced  in  me  such  unspeak- 
able emotioas  of  tenderness  and  plaintive  melancholy  as 
tbae  which  arose  as  I  sat  one  midnight  long  ago  on  the 
bflDka  of  a  Highland  loch  during  the  fishing  season,  when  all 
iiattire  seemed  to  be  lulled  to  rest  under  the  burnished  silvery 
%ht  of  a  summer  moon.  The  finely-stippled  surface  of  the 
t^right  expanse  of  water  was  only  stained  far  out  from  the  shore 
by  sooty  specks  and  streaks  where  the  hardy  fishermen  had 
settled  to  their  nocturnal  occupation,  and  I  dreamily  gazed 
*>ti  the  enchanting  scene,  where  there  was  scarcely  a  sound 
except  in  the  low  and  nearly  inaudible  sleepy  murmur  of 
the  fretful  surf,  expecting  —  nay,  looking — to  see  the  fairest 
glades  and  moss-covered  banks  thronged  by  the  benignant 
subjects — the  ethereaJised  heroes  and  heroines  of  many  a 
Gaelic  feiry  tale :  when,  breaking  tlirough  the  nearly  palpable 
BUlhiess  and  hush  of  the  hour,  at  first  faintly  palpitating  on 
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the  motionless  air,  as  solettm  and  slow-paced  it  stole  towards 
us  across  the  loch^  came  a  sorrowful  dirge-like  chant  fi-om  one 
of  the  lonely  fishing-boats,  and  as  it  thrilled  tar  and  wide 
through  the  tiny  glens,  crept'  wearily  up  the  heather}^  hills, 
and  returned  again  over  the  lustrous  placid  waters,  it  rose 
and  fell  in  intensity  as  the  taste  and  fancy  of  the  piper  led 
him  in  his  appi^ciation  and  love  of  the  theme  on  which  he 
lavished  so  much  expi*ession.  I  at  the  time  felt  as  if  the 
notes  could  have  proceeded  only  from  the  upper  world,  and 
when  the  air  dwindled  softly  down  to  the  saddest  piano,  it 
might  have  been  the  solitary  complaint  of  some  bereaved 
spirit  in  Hades  ;  or  when  it  swelled  out  in  dismal  pealing 
reverberations,  I  seemed  to  be  hearing  the  agony-stricten 
wail  of  the  Coronach,  or  the  warning  song  of  grief  of 
the  legendaiy  Bkuan  Shee  boding  death  or  misfortune  to 
the  clan  or  family  to  which  it  had  clung  for  generations ; 
and  when  it  finally  died  away  as  tenderly  as  it  had  begun, 
and  my  entranced  ear  was  disenthralled  from  the  tem- 
porary spell,  I  was  some  time  in  believing  that  I  waa 
really  awake,  and  had  only  been  charmed  into  forgetful- 
ness  by  a  '  sprig '  on  Frank  M'Callum's  pipes*  But  though, 
before  and  since  those  happy  days,  I  have  been  dinned, 
delighted,  and  distracted  by  pibrochs,  stmthspeys,  and  all  the 
variations  which  can  be  appended  to  the  entire  catalogue  of 
Celtic  music,  the  air  which  threw  me  into  an  almost  cataleptic 
state  on  that  night,  remains  preserved  in  my  memory  in 
all  its  original  simplicity  and  unalloyed  genuineness  of  half- 
civilised  natural  expression,  as  told  in  pure  pathos  by  a  few 
notes  on  a  simple  instrument.  Jlackrimmon's  Lament,  ■  We 
return  no  more,'  continually  interposes  between  my  judgment 
and  the  favourable  verdict  I  might  give  in  regard  to  any 
modem  symphony  or  elaborate  pmduction  of  a  civilised  and 
cultivated  mind. 

For  many  years   I  had  not  heard  again  my  melancholy 
favourite,  and  little  expected  to  do  so  until  I  revisited 
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*The  land  of  brown  heath  and  shuggy  wood  j ' 

''^^en  one  spring  afternoon,  riding  along  tlie  banks  of  the 
*  tjiho  above  Tien-tsin,  tlie  old  sound  suddenly  overwhelmed 
'*^e,  and,  though    the   notes   I   anxiously   sought  to  catch 
^Vem  not  exactly  the  same,  and  did  not  succeed  each  other 
^ti  quite  the  identical  rhythmical  order,  yet  the  resemblance 
"^as  sufficiently  startling   and   complete  to   accomplish  the 
i^etum  of  the  spclL     Stir  I  could  not  until  the  long  cere- 
monious train  of  weeping  relatives,   sympatliising   friends, 
and  curious  spectators  in  robes  of  white,  blue,  or  grey,  with 
tJie  emblematic  bannei-s  and  garish  pamphemalia  of  a  Chinese 
fimeml,  and  the  heavy  encasement  of  the  departed,  who  had 
saluted  tlie  ii^orld,  and  '  returned  no  more/  had  vanished  on 
the  opjxisite  aide,  over  the  plain,  and  away  to  some  one  of 
tlie  countless  burying-places  spread  everywhere  in  the  vicinity 
of  that  city. 

Music   is   said  to   have   been   invented   by  the  versatile 
monarch  who  first  reigned  over  the  Sinse,  and  to  have  for 
numerous  centuries  maintained  a   healthy  sway   over   the 
ttdnds  and  social  virtues  of  the  people  —  to  such  a  degree^ 
indeed,  as  to  give  origui  to  the  saying,  '  Would  you  know  if 
a  country  is  well  governed  or  not,  and  whether  the  morals 
are  good  or  bad,  you  have  only  to  consider  how  music  is 
cultivated   in   it/      It  cannot  have   made  much  progress, 
nor  can   the  culture  to  which  it  has  been  subjected  liave 
advanced     it    much   beyond    the    limits    of   barbarianism, 
though  the  various  contrivances  devised  for  the  propagation 
u(  the  dulcet  undulations  betray  no  mean  knowledge  of  its 
rudiments.     Ha\ing  gained   this   stage,  however,   there  it 
was  condemned  to  stick.     If  a  Westerner  applied  his  own 
maxim,  the  well-known  quotation  respecting  ^  He  that  hath 
no   music  in   his   soul/  to  the  dretidful   caterwauling  skirl 
that  sets  one's  teeth  on  edge,  and  makes  the  hair-roots  on 
one's  scalp  feel  quite  cold^  scraped  and  tackled  out  of  the 
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two  stringed  *urh  hecn*^ — the  probable  prototype  of  tbc 
violin  —  he  would  undoubtedly  come  to  the  conclusioii  that 
the  moral  chords  in  such  a  countiy  must  be  vety  inhar- 
monious, and  that  the  Government  was  most  atrociously  out 
of  tune.  Let  no  one  who  has  feasted  his  eiirs  with  the  per- 
formances of  an  Ernst  or  a  Sivori  seek  to  be  hurled  from  the 
sublime  to  the  ridiculous  while  desiring  to  find  music  from 
euch  an  instrument  in  the  hands  ^  of  a  Chinese,  I  have 
hunted  out  the  most  likely  perfonners  in  a  large  city,  and 
have  essayed,  again  and  again,  to  bear  mth  them  while 
they  were  operating,  but  to  no  purpose.  My  sympathies 
were  decidedly  of  the  canine  order,  for  I  always  felt  inclined 
to  liowl  at  the  entertainment. 

It  is  even  worse  tlian  when  an  unmusical,  earless  amateur 
conuiicnces  to  teach  himself  the  principles  of  harmony  on 
some  tuneless  cracked  fiddle ;  and  as  for  their  vocal  music, 
0  infant  Sajiphos,  past,  present,  and  to  come !  0  enchanting 
sirens  I  0  matchless  prima  donnas^  who  nightly  lead  the 
hearts  of  men  by  their  ears !  pennit  us  not  to  dignify  such 
barbarous  maltreatment  of  the  human  voice  divine,  by  such 
a  designation.  Some  one  has  said^ — 1  think  it  must  be 
Williams  in  his  '  Middle  Kmgdom '  —  that  no  European 
can  imitate  a  Chinese  warbler  with  any  likehliood  of  suc- 
cess j  but  if  North  China  furnishes  any  good  vocalists  — 
and  we  are  certain  it  does — ^I  beg  most  respectfully  to 
dissent  fi\>m  this  opinion,  and  to  declare  that,  after  a  month's 
not  very  close  application  under  the  tuition  of  a  *  native/ 
anyone  furnished  with  lungs  and  a  larjTix  sufficiently 
powerful  to  mimic  cleverly  the  croiving  of  a  robust  dungliill 
cock,  can  sing  a  love  romance  a  la  Chmoise  to  perfection;  for 
neither  the  finer  organ  nor  the  refinement  of  civilisation  is 
needed  to  give  the  desired  eiFect ;  but  it  would  be  unpardon- 
able cruelty  on  ray  part  to  recommend  anyone  who  has  the 
quality  of  mercy  about  him,  to  ask  to  be  initiated  into  such 
a  dolesomely  atridulous  method,  and  one  rctpiiring  sucli  an 
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indubitably  unedifying  comportment.  A  Chinaman  re- 
hearsing a  song  looks  and  gives  utterance  to  such  goat- 
liliwe  bleats,  that  it  is  impossible  to  avoid  the  conclusion 
thksA  he  is  labouring  under  a  violent  attack  of  chronic 
hooping-cough,  combined  with  intermittent  seizures  of  hic- 
cuip — the  '  dying  falls '  of  the  inhuman  falsetto  at  the  end  of 
eox^h  verse  finishing  off  in  the  most  confounding  hysterical 
perturbations  of  the  vocal  chords.  It  is  but  reasonable  to 
suppose,  from  what  we  know  of  the  character  of  the  people, 
that  their  predilection  for  their  native  cranky  music  must  be 
unbounded,  and  completely  blinds  them  to  the  merits  of  that 
oF  other  countries,  in  the  which,  if  they  accord  to  it  any  good 
at  all,  they  certainly  can  never  bring  themselves  to  see  any 
siiperiority. 

Of  this  there  was  an  instance  told  at  Tien-tsin,  where 

tlie  servant  of  a  missionaiy  used  often  to  attend  the  regi- 

WKjntal  bands  when  they  performed  at  the  Embassy,  until 

His  master,  perhaps  thinking  that  the  congenial  strains  of 

otJier  lands  had  after  all  some  real  attraction  for  the  man 

of  the   Central  Empire,    one   day  quizzed  him   about   his 

'^nusical  ideas  and  opinions,  especially  as  to  whether  Chinese 

^uusic  was  less  pleasing  to  hun  than  the  harmony  and  skill 

exhibited  by  the  Britisli  performers,  and  asking  which  he  would 

prefer.     He  characteristically  answered  that  both   kinds  of 

music  were  good,  and  bore  a  great  similarity  to  eaCh  other, 

but  that  his  o^vn,  having  slightly  the  advantage,  pleased  him 

best. 

Their  turn  for  imitation,  however,  serves  them  well  in 
this  as  in  many  other  things,  and  where  a  few  cash  can  be 
earned,  the  itinerant  professors  of  Apollo's  art  are  not  slow  to 
attempt  the  production  of  select  pieces  which  they  may  have 
picked  up  from  the  French  or  English  bands.  In  one  of 
the  most  thronged  streets  I  was,  on  an  afternoon  elbowing 
my  way  along,  exploring  the  '  Heavenly  Ford,'  when  the 
sound   of  a  violin  playing  a  well-known  waltz   fixed  my 
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attention  in  a  by-lane,  and  there,  instead  of  a  hairy  Briton 
flourishing  a  bow  over  a  Cremona,  was  a  blind  beggar  elicitiiig 
these  pleasant  notes  with  as  great  precision  and  tone  from 
the  rude  and  unsightly  mallet-shaped  urh  heen^  as  if  he  had 
been  all  his  public  life  first  violin  at  the  Opera  ballet. 

'  Dulcis  ssepe  ex  asperis,'  but  we  could  never  have  been 
otherwise  than  incredulous  if  told  that  such  an  acidulous  iE- 
strument,  when  giving  forth  the  ordinary  airs  to  please  Coolie 
ears,  could,  from  two  strings,  a  piece  of  bamboo,  and  a  b\i 
of  rough  stick  ^nth  a  few  horsehairs  attached,  compete  wit^ 
almost  perfect  mstruments. 
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-AJ»  UNCIVIL  AND  EXTORTIONATE  LANDLORD  —  A  ROW  —  PRESENTS  — 
ADVANTAGES  OP  BRING  WITHOUT  AN  INTERPRETER ILL  FEELING  BE- 
TWEEN   NORTHERN    AND    SOUTHERN     CHINESE PEKING     AND     CANTON 

COOLIES THREE     ROADS  —  THE     HAPPY*    MEDIUM — MARKET-DAY      AT 

COO      YUH — butcher's      MEAT PORK  —  CATTLE  —  LIVELY      ROAD 

FAMILY     GROUPS  —  A     TIEN-T8IN     MERCHANT POVERTY     IN    A    SANDY 

REGION  —  RESPECTFUL     RECOGNITION BIRDS  —  *  THE    BIRD     OF     JOY,* 

AND   Its   TRADITION. 

t  ilHERE  was  a  regular  fracas.     We  had  made  certain  of  our 

J-    '  morning '  of  cold  fowl,  rice,  and  the  flavoury  decoction ; 

a-nathematised  the  mule-driver  for  his  tardiness,  and  sho^tered 

SL  hail-storm  of  harsh-sounding  phrases  on  the  bristly  head 

of  the  groom,  intended  considerably  to  sharpen  his  sight 

»Tid  intellect,  both  of  which,  we  had  very  good  cause  to  sus- 

j>€ct,  had  been  materially  affected  by  a  night's  gambling,  and 

\yj  potations  of  warm  Sainshu — alas!  his  Roman  Catholic 

pxinciples   and  religious  education   had  not  done  much  to 

correct  these  flaws  in  Chinese  human  nature. 

The  bill  was  produced,  read,  and  negatived,  to  the  intense 
disgust  of  the  saturnine  old  crab-apple  of  a  host,  who  had 
^eti  lurking  in  a  recess,  watching  us  like  a  spider  for  a  fly, 
^^d  pounced  out  at  the  last  moment  Avith  a  miserable  shred 
^f  common  paper,  on  which  wiis  a  cramped,  confused,  and 
itched  list  of  all  sorts  of  things,  put  down  at  four  times  the 
Prtce  we  had  paid  at  the  other  houses  :  this  he  unblush- 
^^gly  held  up  for  M.  to  examine. 

The  craft  of  the  man  was  sufiiciently  evident ;  he  was  clearly 
^^ideavouring  to  make  us  pay  for  the  destruction  of  his  in- 
firm courtyard  waU,  levelled  the  evening  before  by  the  now 
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circumspect  popukice,  who  forme  J  a  wide  circle  around  us  while 
the  question  was  being  discussed  whether  one-half  of  the  ex- 
tortionate charge  would  suffice,  or  whether  we  mtist  refer  the 
whole  busincsts  to  a  mandann.  He  was  also  no  doubt  striving  to 
obtain  some  compensation  for  tl\e  fright  and  rage  he  had  been 
thro\vn  into  when  the  said  structure  toppled  do^vn,  the  conse* 
quences  of  which  were  yet  apparent  in  his  tlun  lips,  scowling 
eyes,  heaving  breast,  and  sharp  garrulous  voice.  M 

One  might  as  well  have  reasoned  with  the  winds  as  tried  to  * 
convince  him  that  his  overcharge  was  unftiir,  and  that  we 
were  not  to  be  kno^vingly  cheated.     As  little  to  the  purpose 
was  it  to  threaten  the  ill-tempered  body  with  an  appeal  to  a 
higher  authority,  for  we  were  told  that  there  was  no  mandarin 
or  other  functionary  in  the  town,  to  whom  we  might  resort  for  ■ 
justice,  A  strong  feeling  of  ^  not  to  be  done  '  caused  one-half,  " 
nay,  even  two-thirds  of  the  whole  sum  to  be  oflPered,  if  merely 
to  show  the  bystanders  that  theh'  townsman  was  not  altoge- 
ther what  he  ought  to  be,  and  that  we,  conscious  of  the  fraud, 
were  willing  to  make  eveiy  concession  in  order  to  settle  the 
dispute  amicably;  but  the  fellow  was  as  obdurate  as  Shylock. 
The  cables  of  cas^h  were  returned  to  the  cart,  and  wo  began  to 
move  aA\  ay. 

This  brought  the  business  to  a  crisis  :  with  a  spnng^  the 
reins  of  Ma-foo's  l)ony  arc  clutched,  and  luckless  Ma-foo  is  a 
prisoner  m  the  grasp  of  the  remorseless  landlord,  notwith- 
standing his  noisy  expostulations  and  fieiy  language.  All 
along  he  had  been  demurring  loudly  against  the  im[>ositioUj 
and,  like  a  faithful  adlierent  who  was  not  going  to  allow  his 
masters  to  be  cheated,  ad\ised  us  against  giving  any  more 
than  we  had  offered. 

The  bickering  was  now  bc€oming  serious,  the  morning  was 
far  advanced,  and  more  brickbats  might  be  mysteriously 
dropped  in  our  vicinity,  for  I  must  confess  candidly  that  I 
had  no  great  amount  of  faith  in  the  friendly  disposition  of 
the  people  we  were  wandering  among j  so,  very  reluctantly 
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nicleed,  the  bill  was  paid  in  full,  Ma-foo  was  mleased,  and  in 
a  t\sw  minutes  more  we  had  kit  landlord,  crowd,  and  town, 
n^Ter  to  see  either  of  them  again. 

We  now  and  often  aftenirards  found  reason  to  congratulate 
ourselves  on  what  wc  at  the  time  thought  our  bad  luck  in 
losing  the  services  of  the  Canton  interpreter  at  Tien-tsin — as 
he  must  have  been  a  resix>nsibility  and  incumbrance.  I 
have  often  thought  that  a  small  party  travelling  tli rough  a 
strange  country  has  a  better  chance  of  proceeding  without 
rnishap,  than  a  large  one,  consisting  chiefly  of  indi\dduals  who 
are  rather  clogs  than  aids.  We  should  have  had  his  quarrels 
to  adjust  whenever  he,  relying  on  his  own  superiority  and 
acutwess,  and  the  real  or  fiincicd  invubicntbility  of  the  cegis 
under  which  he  acted^  presumed  to  dictate  to  the  people  with 
whom  he  came  in  contact,  involving  himself  and  us  in  needless 
S4;|mtbbles,  and  bringing,  perhaps,  our  trip  to  an  abrupt  and 
t  roublesome  tennination. 

With  this  bumptious   Boniface  we  should  certainly  have 
y^^A  a  conflict  that  must  have  ended  in  bloodshed,  Iiad  the 
"V'olatile  southern  temperament  come  into  play,  for,  from  what 
tiimspired  during  and  after  the  operations  towards  lacking,  I 
^^Imuld  say  tliat  the  feelings  of  animosity  between  the  northmen 
^Mid  south  men  were  as  bitter  and  malignant  as  could  possibly 
^-^  xjst  between  two  portions  of  a  great  empire  not  quite  at  open 
"^Viu*  with  each  other :  hence  a  Cantonese,  instead  of  being, 
like  ourselves,  a  source  of  curiosity  and  speculation,  would  be 
^^*n  object  of  dislike  and  alarm  to  the  dwellers  in  every  to^vn 
'E^.nd  \-illage  in  which  we  chanced  to  stay.    Whether  it  is  from 
*  he  almost  complete  isolation  of  the  two  ends  of  this  vast 
^^iountry  from  each  other,   and  the  stay-at-home  nature   of 
^he  race,  generally  engendering  that  narrowmindedness  and 
^supercilious  vanity  so  noticeable  among  them,  or  from  tra- 
ditional antagonism  of  which  we  know  nothings  there  need  be 
iio  hesitation  in  saying  that  they  are   as    opposed   to  each 
other  as  the   poles   of  a  galvanic  batteiy^ — as   difficult   to 
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iniugle  as  oil  and  water,  and,  like  the  elements  uf  gunpowderi 
need  bot  a  little  spark  to  cause  a  violent  sepamtion. 

The  meridional  Chinaman  is  far  more  than  a  match  in 
force  of  intelligence,  knaverj^,  and  artfulness  in  eveiything 
pertaining  to  mischief,  than  the  native  of  higher  latitudes  and 
inore  limited  intercourse  with  other  nations.  No  sooner 
does  he  make  his  advent  at  Tien-tsin,  or  Shanghai,  than  the 
eyes  and  doubts  of  the  compamtively  simple-minded  but  sus- 
pecting natives  are  on  the  qui  vive. 

Every  arrival  is  carefully  noted  and  made  known  to  the 
authorities,  each  new  acquisition,  or  rather  interloper^  is 
viewed  as  a  dangerous  person,  whom  it  is  necessaiy  to  w^atch 
over  and  pounce  upon,  should  robbery  or  riot  disturb  the 
every -day  routine  of  the  magisterial  existence  —  and  not  un- 
deservedly in  many  instances.  The  southern,  in  return, 
holds  his  moi-e  impassive  rival  in  tliomugh  contempt,  and, 
dignifying  him  with  the  scornful  appellation  of  *  stupid  cow,' 
is  always  ready  and  willing  to  take  advantage  of  his  stupidity 
or  simplicity,  thinking  it  no  sin  to  plunder  and  rob,  whenever 
a  favourable  chance  can  be  seized. 

Could  anything  more  forcibly  exhibit  this  unbrotherly,  un- 
patriotic tendency  than  the  conduct  of  the  rapscallions  enlisted 
about  Hongkong,  Canton,  and  Whampoa,  for  the  invasion 
of  their  own  capital  city  ?  They  were  dubbed  for  the  nonce 
the  *  Coolie  corps,'  or  more  appropriately  the  '  Bamboo  Rifles,' 
in  compliment,  probably,  to  the  expert  and  effective  mMmer 
in  wliich  they  handled  and  loaded  those  very  sturdy  and 
becoming  weapons,  ydih  wliich  they  were  armed;  perhaps, 
also,  to  the  care  bestowed  in  teaching  them  to  perform  one  or 
two  very  becoming  but  very  elementary  fragments  of  drUl  by 
Europeans  from  line  regiments.  They  wore  a  uniform  almost 
rivalling,  in  the  luxuriance  of  its  gaily-corded  tunic  and 
double-striped  trousers,  that  of  a  light  dmgoon ! 

They  wei*e  crafty  slaves,  within  whose  breasts  hung  hearts 
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that  beat  only  when  spoil  was  in  view,  and  they  possessed 

souls  so  dtiid  to  love  of  country  and  natural  feeling,  that 

theyexidted  iu  seeing  and  assisting  in  the  deft^at  of  their 

country's  armies.     It  was  generally  believed  that  they  pos- 

&ca*^  iu  an  eminent  degree  the  quality  of  ferreting  out  the 

recesses  in  which  were  concealed  the  little  wealth  of  sycee 

^Yer,  fui-s,  or  other  valuables,  secreted  by  their  brethren 

kfore  they  fled  from  their  homes ;  and  that  they  were  as  ready 

to  lend  their  assistance  to  those  who  were  moved  by  a  similar 

desire  for  '  loot,'  as  pillage  is  sometimes  called,  as  if  China 

was  not  their  native  land,  and  the  trinkets  and  garments 

plundered  were  not  those  belonging  to  the  people  of  the  same 

hiood  and  flesh  with  themselves!     How  cuttingly^  too,  did 

these  renegades  i*enounce  all  sympathy  for  the  Pekinese  and 

the  jDeasantry  around  the  capital  in  their  scoSb  and  jeei-s  and 

trenchant  remarks — towards  men,  tcwj  far  their  siiperioi's  in 

manliness,  each  able  to  vanquish  in  fair  fight  any  two  of  their 

nmnber! 

These  deserters  from  the  paternal  roof  came  as  conquerors, 
of  course,  and  while  they  showered  their  pungent  sarcasms 
on  their  compatriots,  they  borrowed  whatever  might  lie  iise- 
fol  or  pTOfitable  to  themselves  without  the  slightest  reference 
t^)  the  owners.  For  the,  amusement  or  advantage  of  their 
«TOployers,  who  were  unacquainted  with  the  amount  of  slang 
and  opprobrium  the  flowery  language  is  capable  of  affording, 
fifwne  of  these  recreimts  laboured  hard  to  express  their  sen- 
timents in  unobjectionable  English,  generally  mingling  their 
vituperations  with  sly  hints  as  to  their  own  desires.  How  far 
they  succeeded  we  could  never  learn,  though  we  i^member 
s  species  of  cantata,  adapted  to  a  thin  quavering  air  —  a 
favourite  —  which,  like  many  songs  I  have  heard  elsewhere, 
afforded  me  but  little  chance  of  understanding  anything 
h'^Vond  the  music,  and  that  was  difficult  enough-  The  woi'ds 
^f  the    refmin  —  rendered    intelligible    to    'outside'   eai's 
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by   their   continual   repetition  —  were   exceedingly   popolar 

among  the  minor  Celestials,  who  could  acquire  nothing  more^ 

than  — 

^  Peking  coolio  no  can  do, 
CantoD  coolio  no  samshu/ 

This,  while  it  indicated  the  scarcity  of  the  fiery  spirit  that 
was  needed  to  cheer  and  inebriate  them  at  times,  was  launched 
out  as  a  conp-degrSce  to  the  reputation  of  not  only  the 
Peking  men  in  paiticular,  but  those  who  were  impressed  for 
service  on  the  march  from  Tien-tsin.  The  latter,  it  must  be 
admitted,  at  that  time,  were  either  very  averse  or  very  much 
afraid  to  give  the  army  their  labour,  even  on  payment^  and 
lost  no  advantage  in  '  whilo-ing/  as  the  phrase  went^  when 
they  left  unceremoniously :  hence  their  additional  unworthi- 
ness  in  the  estimation  of  the  ballad-mongers.  They  required 
a  respectable  guard  of  grey -turban  ed  Punjaubees  to  protect 
them  from  external  dangei^s  and  guard  them  against  those 
inconvenient  eccentricities  which  were  so  often  at  work  in 
forcing  them  to  deviate  from  the  proper  track*  So  that  the 
loss  of  one,  who,  by  his  greater  or  less  proficiency  in  the 
language  of  the  districts  we  had  to  pass  through,  might  have 
served  us  in  obtaining  much  more  infonnation  than  we  could 
hope  to  guess  at  by  our  own  eflForts,  was  quite  counter- 
balanced by  the  advantage  of  not  being  made  accountable 
for  his  actions^  and  embroiled  in  the  disturbances  likely  to  j 
arise  from  party  animosity. 

From  Kia-pitig^ — m  we  discovered,  after  having  been  made 
mystified  about  their  direction — three  roads  diverge  to  the 
Great  Wall,  and  t^  the  only  gate  near  the  waters  of  the 
Gulf  through  which  access  can  be  had  to  the  province  of 
Liautung  beyond :  the  upper  one^  the  '  Shan  ta-tau,'  or  Hill 
high  road,  running  to  Funing  and  Yung-ping,  the  depart- 
mental city  of  the  most  eastern  portion  of  the  province  of 
Chihli,  south  of  the  Wallj  bearing  the  same  name  as  the  city; 
the  middle  road,  the  *  Change  ta-tau,'  which  is  tlie  most  T" 
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leading  through  Lanchow ;  and  the  '  Toong  hi-tau, '  the 
^^^tem  ocean  road,  sweeping  away  down  the  low  land 
encircling  the  bay. 

Each  of  these  highways  has  its  advantages,  according  to 
*he  season  of  the  year  and  the  state  of  the  weather — the  Hill 
roed,  though  more  circuitous,  and  perhaps  more  uneven, 
toeing  passable  at  all  times ;  the  middle  one  tolerably  so  on 
fine  days;  but  the  Gulf  one  is  always  uncertain,  except  when 
the  long  severe  winters  have  frozen  lake,  marsh,  and  pool 
into  a  firm  consistency;  then  travellers  and  traffic  may 
ixiake  it  preferable  to  the  others,  because  of  its  being  more 
level  and  less  stony. 

Our  cartman — who  was  engaged  for  the  journey,  not  by 
the  number  of  days — chose  the  centre  road,  the  'Chung 
yung'  or  Happy  Medium,  this  suiting  his  disposition  and 
pKDcket  better  than  the  high  or  the  low  routes :  though  my 
ciSsappointment  was  considerable  when  I  found  that  the  city 
of  Yung-ping  would  not  come  within  twelve  or  thirteen  miles 
o^  the  nearest  part  of  this  track. 

The  road  was  none  of  the  easiest  or  best,  sometimes  winding 
^^\iite  close  to  the  foot  of  the  hills  and  climbing  over  ledges  of 
^^'^^Xik,  which  threatened  wheels  and  axletree  with  immediate 
^dislocation  or  fracture,  and  taxing  to  the  utmost  the  en- 
^=iurance  and  strength  of  the  mules;  at  others  ploughing  away 
'^^'^und  the  protruding  angle  of  an  erratic  spur  down  into  great 
^^XoUows,  where  mud  and  water  lay  deep,  or  thumping  over 
^-lie  stony  shelves  that  stood  across  the  path,  denuded  of  earth, 
^^Tid  slippery. 

At  thirty  li  from  Kia-ping  we  reached  the  cosy  little  town 

^::if  Coo-yuh,  and  on  a  market-day;  for  at  its  busiest  hour  we 

^und  ourselves  struggling  through  a  crowd  of  agriculturists 

5lnd  traders.     They  occupied  every  crammable  corner,  and 

hedged  each  other  so  tightly  into  the  middle  of  the  narrow 

street  that  they  could  scarcely  extricate  themselves  from  the 

stalls,  from  the  piles  of  goods  heaped  up  on  each  side  of  the 
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thoTOiigbfiirej  and  from  the  live  stock  kickingj  squealing, 
blentiiig,  lo\^ng,  and  neighing  on  every  hand- 
Here  Inisiness  was  being  transacted  by  stnidj  barguin- 
inakiiig,  healthy  old  men,  clad  m  sober  homespun  blue  or 
white  cotton  stuff,  and  the  great  brimmed  straw  hat  scarcely 
attached  to  their  venerable  heads  by  bands  of  black  tape. 
They  were  buying  or  selling  to  the  best  advantage,  without 
much  talk  or  display :  their  sonsy  brown  faces,  looking  m  if 
they  had  never  known  care^  poverty,  or  deceit,  were  set  oif 
by  long  thin  silvery  moustaches  and  beards ;  and  tJieir  erect 
figures,  broad  chests,  and  square  shouldei^,  betrayed  no  mark 
of  city  depravity,  and  gave  promise  of  many  long  years  of 
useful  toiL 

Speculations  and  questionable  ventures  were  sparkling  in 
the  eyes  of  the  younger  negotiators,  who,  attired  in  their  Ijest 
outfits  —  consisting  of  a  maximum  of  silk,  and  a  minimimi  of 
the  less  pretentious  materiid,  with  clean-shaven  heads,  and 
long,  well-plaited,  glistening  queues,  too  elaborate  to  be  pro- 
tected from  the  great  heat  b}^  any  sort  of  covering —  talked 
loudly  and  long,  and  strutted  around  their  customer,  or 
around  the  stock  in  which  they  were  about  to  invest  their 
capital,  using  their  fans  in  the  most  coquettish  manner,  far 
more  for  display  than  for  any  real  benefit  to  their  olive  com- 
plexions. 

The  more  wealthy  fiai*mer,  the  owner  of  but  a  small  plot, 
and  the  day  labourer^  all  mingled  and  bargained,  bought  and 
sold,  in  the  quietest  and  readiest  miunier  possible,  without 
disturbance,  and,  so  far  as  we  could  see  in  such  a  dense  crowd, 
without  those  preservers  of  the  peace  in  Hesperimi  markets 
and  fairs — the  lynx-eyed  policemen* 

Stalls,  shaded  by  square-topped  white  cotton  umbrellas, 
which  nearly  knocked  our  heads  oflF  in  consequence  of  our 
not  stooping  low  enough  to  pass  beneath  them,  were  shaking- 
beneath  every  kind  of  native  produce  ;  and  long  rows  of 
sacks   stood   on   end   with   open   mouths,   exhibiting   their 
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coTitents,  perfectly  lined  each  side  of  the  way.     Beans;  pease, 
^Ixeat,  barley,  and  millet,  were  the  staple  articles  exposed 
for  sale.     Baskets  full  of  fresh  and  salted  vegetables ;  stands 
laden  with  home-made  cotton  cloth,  coarse,  but  thick  and 
durable ;  or  great  bundles  of  the  white  flocculent  material 
ready  for  spinning ;  little  stores  of  alum  or  sal-ammoniac ; 
all  sorts  of  hardware  and  pottery  of  native  manufacture ; 
tailoring  and  shoemaking  booths  ;  while  harness  and  saddlery 
hung  over  all  the  poles  and  pegs  of  the  saddlers'  compart- 
ment.    There  were  tempting  displays  of  large-sized,  well- 
coloured,  but  very  deceptive  flavourless  apples,  and  hard, 
watery  pears,  with  an  abundant  and  more  acceptable  assort- 
ment of  peaches,   apricots,   and  nectarines,   in   which  we 
indulged  greatly,  and  filled  pockets  and  saddlebags. 

There  were  butchers  cutting  and  chopping  at  the  legs  and 
bodies  of  well-dressed  pigs,  slain  for  the  occasion ;  and,  better 
than  all,  a  sight  which  made  our  gustatory  nerves  fairly 
tingle :  there  were  delicious  legs  of  the  '  yang  row '  —  the 
mutton,  about  which  we  had  enquired,  fruitlessly,  at  every 
halting-place,  fresh  and  glowing  in  its  delicate  tints  of  white 
and  red. 

At  these  we  make  a  dead  set.  We  leave  Ma-foo  to  purchase 
the  choicest  ribs  and  cutlets  he  can  see,  for  really  we  can 
stand  the  rushing  and  crushing  no  longer.  Having  become 
tile  focus  and  centre  of  attraction  to  everybody,  all  trade  is 
suspended,  stalls  deserted,  and  we  are  hemmed  in  by  a 
heaving  herd  of  pragmatical  creatures,  who  almost  devour 
^  with  anxious  curiosity  and  wonderment;  threatening 
Spending  overthrow  to  all  movables  in  the  vicinity,  and 
terrifying  the  keepers  of  sundry  cooking  and  eating  establish- 
ments, where  square  fids  of  cheesy-looking  bean  curd,  and 
Emulous  milky-coloured  slices  of  starch  jelly,  are  enticingly 
^^d  out  ready  for  the  hissing,  spluttering  pan ;  piquant 
^^^s  of  the  most  savoury  combinations  are  also  waiting  to 
^  served  up  to  the  himgry  dealers,  who  now  entirely  forget 
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along,  as  civilly  and  politely  as  the  heat  and 


the  danger  tcj  which  they  expose  them,  in  theii'  mad  hiury 
get  a  peep  at  us 
So  we  move 
press  will  admit,  noticing  here  and  tliere  that  behind  thi 
stalls  are  good  shops  and  Imuses,  with  clean  exteriors ;  high' 
stone  Avulls,  enclosing  aome  residences  of  a  sui^erior  class; 
while^  conspicuous  over  all  the  sign-boardsj  is  that  of  the 
pawnbroker- 

At  the  end  of  the  street^  on  one  side,  lie,  as  still  as  if  de 
scores  of  tender  porklings  and  mature  porkeis,  their  loco- 
motion prevented  by  their  tore  legs  having  been  tied  hac. 
over  theii'  shoulders  securely  enough  to  forbid  their  usinj 
them  ever  so  little;  while  a  fadl,  almost  *  black,  drover  ^ — 
verj^   model    of   a   pork-eater  —  in    the   meanest   costumei 
tends  the  bristly   flock   with  a  long  whip,  which  however 
seems  to  be  l>ut  little  required. 

At  the  other  side  is  the  pony,  mule,  and  donkey  market, 
and,  perchance,  that  also  for  cattle,  where*  the  knowing  onW 
are  showing  off  the  animals  they  are  disposed  to  part  with, 
while  the  buyers  are  carefully  examining,  in  the  sunshine  and 
in  the  shade,  the  eyes  of  their  intended  purchftses,  attentivelj^ 
handling  the  limbs  of  their  beasts,  running  them  up  and 
down  the  rough  sti^et,  ^vith  and  Avitliout  a  rider,  wheeling 
and  twisting  and  flog^ng  them  about,  or  gagging  tlie  vicioii% 
in  order  to  scan  their  teeth  and  learn  tlieir  age. 

The  spits  where  the  smaller  aiticles  are  sold  becomi 
fewer  ;  the  wares  are  more  promiscuous  and  less  in  demand; 
wedges  of  dye-stuff  are  mixed  with  thread  and  tinware,  and 
even  confectionary  ;  the  houses  have  gaps  of  garden  between, 
and  become  scarce ;  until,  in  a  few  minutes  more,  wc  are 
again  in  the  coimtry* 

We  have  jmssed  through  a  town  strikingly  resembling  ona; 
of  our  own,  in  some  of  our  more  remote  rural  districts  during 
market  day.  Under  some  spacious  trees  I  await  the  arrival 
of  the  gi'oom  with  the  provisions  for  our  midday  treat ;  but. 
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W"lx€n  he  appears,  the  silly  fellow  brings  nothing,  having 
ft>x^tten  that  the  money  was  in  the  cart,  and  that  this  was 
ao^agood  mile  ahead,  with  no  chance  of  its  being  overtaken 
azi.til  it  had  gone  half  a  mile  fitrther. 

(jrievously  bemoaning  our  disappointment,  and  trying  to 
suppress  a  feeling  of  resentment  towards  tlie  cause  of  it,  we 
Ikurried  on. 

For  some  distance  the  road  was  lively  enough  —  strings 

of  carts  laden  with  marketable  •stuflF,  and  long  single  files  of 

pack-ponies,  going  to  or  returning  from  the  town,  creaked 

and  clattered  along.      Presently  one  or  two  long,   stiff, 

Imnbering  platforms  on  wheels  rumbled  slowly  by,  freighted 

-with  fiimily  traps.      Yellow  and  ^vrinkled  matrons  were 

perched  on  bundles  of  straw,  and  mindfully  shielded  from  jar 

or  shock  by  pillows  and   cushions  disposed  around  them. 

They  were  out  for  the  day,  and  were  evidently  got  up  in 

their  best  style ;  dear  old  creatures !  looking  as  cheerful  as 

if  their  lives  had  ever  been  all  sunshine,  and  chatting  in  a 

vivacious  vein,  smirking  towards  their  husbands  or  friends, 

who  may    have  been    flattering    their  little    vanities,   as 

they  cuddled  near  them.     With  the  most  seductive  grace 

una^nable,  they  sat  in  the  jolting  cart  stiffly  done   up  in 

their  blue  silk  pelisses  or  jackets,  wth  wondrous  long  wide 

sleeves,  disclosing  bare  necks,  large  eaiTuigs  pendent  from 

the  small,  well-shapen  ears,  and  hair  gathered  up  on  the  crown 

^^G  the  handle  of  a  shovel.     It  was  perforated  by  silver 

^ewers,  and  gaily  decked  out  with  complimentary-coloured 

^^Htcts. 

A.  daughter  or  young  wife  would  sometimes  be  of  the 

^*^y;  but,  alas  !  her  natural  beauty  must  needs  be  eclipsed 

y  "tie  employment  of  most  unsightly  cosmetics,  though  her 

^^^iire  might  display  more  taste  than  that  of  the  elderly 

7^^  in  having,  instead  of  the  shovel  handle,  a  long  scoop 

^^   a  shoe-lift,  done  up  from  before  and  behind  on  the  top 
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of  the  head,  aiid  two  wingUke  expansions  gummed  out  in  th 
finest  cohesiveness  on  each  temple. 

These  little  family  groups  were  pleasant  to  meet,  tin 
seemed  so  light-hearted ;  and  we  could  not  but  regi'et  thi 
our  uncouth  presence  startled  them  into  the  gmvest  pn 
priety;  even  so  far  as  to  make  the  younger  and  fairer  Heb< 
avert  their  painted  faces  in  the  most  tantalising  manner 
and  to  transmute  the  loquacious,  sprightly  old  dames  in 
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severely  demure  grandmothers.  They  dared  not 
their  countenances  in  our  direction  while  we  looked  at 
them;  though  their  quick  dark  eyes  were  busy  enough 
wheeling  outwards  and  inwards,  squinting  violently,  as  oi 
position  or  the  irregularities  of  the  road  required.  Whe 
their  backs  were  turned  on  us,  as  often  els  we  chanced 
look  after  them,  their  countenances  displayed  axi  irrepressible 
longing  to  see  what  was  behind  them. 
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Then  would  come  a  gang   of  male  tmveUei's  trudging 

ttxmder  little  loads,  with  rush  or  cane  hats  partially  concealing 

their  faces;  then  a  troop  of  donkey-riders  acudding  along  at 

a    fiuious  rate,  on  the  smallest  but  hardiest  of  native  Jeru- 

s^lems^  to   the  jingling   music   of  fancy   bell-collars,   with 

^v^tiich  those  willing  little  longdioo&d  animals  are  furnished ; 

ilicir  great  fat  bodies  swujing  baclcwards  and  forwards,  and 

tliw?  extensive  flexible  straw  brims  of  their  hats  flapping  up 

axxd  down  like  the  sails  of  a  windmill  in  an  unsteady  breeze. 

Alone^  further  away  from  the  noise  and  bustle,  a  stray 

Cliinaman  proceeded,  sliding  along  easily  on  the  shadiest  side 

of  the  Toadj  the  pony  he  bestrides  never  advancing  beyond  a 

iTiJld  dog  trot.     This   the   solid   even-minded   rider  could 

fcudnre  for  hours,  day  after  day;  and  perhaps  such  may  be  his 

present  intention,  for  he  is  in  what  we  might  term  complete 

marching  order,  that  is,  he  is  dressed  in  the  ordinary  way 

with  the  umbrageous  hat,  a  fim — the  never  absent  attendant 

—stuck  lx*hind  his  neck,  and  the  cool  white  cotton  jacket 

aiid  trousei's.     In  addition,  thei*e  is  a  sword  and  a  very  large 

fWk-painted  paper  umbrella  secured  under  one  thigh ;  behind 

liim,  rolled  up  into  a  sort  of  valise^  is  a  large  sheet  of  yellow 

Waterproof  |>aper  or  cotton  for  a  rainy  day. 

He  stnxddles  mdely  over  tlie  pyramid  formed  by  the 
saddle  and  the  car|>et  rug,  which  by  day  accommodates,  in 
two  mimensc  pouches  on  each  side,  all  his  bulky  travelling 
^uipmcnt  This  now  incommodes  those  cleanly-attired  legs 
Very  much,  but  at  night  it  gives  liim  a  soft  bed  in  the  roadside 
inn,  when  without  it  he  would  have  to  rest  uneasily  upon  the 
liricks.  Mounted  on  this  pillion,  with  a  well-filled  tobacco- 
pouch,  from  the  neck  of  which  sticks  out  the  long  black  stem 
"^f  the  pipe  dangling  at  his  side,  he  looks  a  very  happy 
pilgrini  indeed. 

Another  town  with  an  almost  unpronounceable,  and  cer- 
•^mly  unwriteable  name,  is  passed  through  without  dis- 
playing anything  to  commend  it  to  our  notice.    We  here  had 
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a  I'cnconti'e  with  u  Tien-tsm  merchant  on  a  small  scalej  whoj 
liad,  stiiiiige  to  say,  found  his  way  to  such  a  far-off  place* 
soon  as  the  alunn  of  oar  approach  was  raised,  he  bounced  out 
of  a  shop,  stopped  and  .saluted  us  with  the  familiar  '  chin 
chin,'  as  if  glad  to  see  us,  and  tnade  one  or  two  abortive 
attemi>ts  to  get  up  a  conversation  in  the  diabolical  Canton 
English,      He  2>i*oduced  an   effect  on  the  spectators  ve 
different  to  that  lie  intended,  for,  in  reply  to  all  the  questio: 
we  asked  him,  he  coidd  only  muster  the  monosyllable  ^  yes,' 
and  looked  very  confused  and  silly*     Not^vlthstandiIl^,  we 
were  right  glad  to  observe  that  he   was   neither  ashamed 
nor  afi-aid   to   acknowledge   his  acquaintanceship  mtli  the 
Btrangersy   and   this  so   far  augured  well  for  our    ente 
prise. 

The  incomprehensible  road  agaui  bent  away  round  to^\iirds 
the  hilk,  rising   higher  and  changing  the  character  of  thd 
scenery ;  but  to  its  disadvantage.     The  sand  becomes  finer 
and  deeper,  and  invades  the  fields ;  the  cro])s  become  stunted 
and  thhi,  and  cultivation  is  on  the  wane  eveiywhere-     As 
inevitable  concomitant,  the  villages  begin  to  lose  their  brigl 
aspect;  the  houses  showing  too  frequently  neglect  and  in 
difference  in  the  unsightly  blocks  of  undressed  stones  hc^iped 
on  each  other,  without  any  regard  to  building  or  plastering; 
and   on   these   rude  walls   rested   roofs   quite  flat   or  but 
slightly  concave — a  proof  of  the  dr}^iess  of  the  climate,  ai 
any  rate. 

The  people,  too,  are  very  poor  and  squalid,  and  the  naked 
children  encased  in  layers  of  mud  and  dirt.  Yet,  in  this  mx 
likely  place,  attention  is  paid  to  education,  and  there  are  schools 
in  the  poverty-haunted  temples,  through  the  open  doors  of 
which  little  soiled  faces  and  ragged  suits  can  be  discerned, 
and  humdrum  sing-song  infotitile  voices  send  out  their 
lessons  in  chorus — as  we  remember  they  did  some  years 
ago,  and  may  do  now,  in  infant  scliools  at  home. 

The  sand  reached  its  limit  at  last  on  the  outskirts 
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straggling  hamlet,  and  before  us  there  scarcely  appeared 
anything  but  a  rusty-coloured  sheet  of  crunching  sand, 
denying  sustenance  to  every  living  thing;  fortunately  for 
our  little  party,  now  lying  treacherously  still;  but  only 
awaiting  the  slightest  puff  of  a  north-east  wind  to  whirl  up 
into  the  air,  and  cover  everything  ^vithiri  miles  of  its  present 
bed  Tvdth  a  coverlet  of  siliceous  dust. 

When  the  breeze  wantonly  shakes  the  tree-tops  around 
the  homesteads  away  do^vn  in  the  rich  plain,  the  heavier 
substratum  of  angular  chips  and  pebbles  \vill  be  scattered 
with  violence  against  the  badly-built  tenements  up  here,  and 
cut,  damage,  and  ruin  the  sickly  fields  of  millet  or  maize. 

But  on  the  edge  of  this  waste,  just  where  the  red  fiery 
hue  begins  to  change  into  a  warm  yellow,  and  that  again  to 
'^cielt  into  a  cool  faint  green,  long  strips  of  shrivelled  wUlows 
^^ve  been  planted,  and  between  their  sup}X)rting  stems  thick 
■*^ws  of  hardy  shrubs,  in  which  the  drifting  grit  has  found  a 
-lodgement,  and  formed  banks  of  a  sufficient  height  to  offer  a 
*CDlerably  secure  imj^ediment  to  the  incursions  of  the  devas- 
'^^tmg  shoals.  Tliis  allows  the  gi'ound  behind  them  to  be  re- 
claimed and  stocked  ^vith  such  plants  as  it  may  for  the  time 
tie  capable  of  bearing.  How  exactly  in  this  device  the 
Chinese  have  imitated  Nature  in  making  use  of  the  only 
Vegetation  that  would  live  in  and  bind  together  the  fickle 
Xnaterial  into  a  stationary  soil !  On  our  own  east  coast  we 
Xiave  seen  the  useful  sea  reed,  or  marruii  grass,  perform  the 
^ame  office  unaided  by  man,  and  cementing  the  drifting 
^and  mto  immovable  banks,  which  sheltered  the  country 
l)eyond.  Here  the  farmer  had  an  advantage,  though  in  all 
likelihood  he  never  saw  the  plan  adopted  by  Nature,  for  he 
liad  so  arranged  his  nursery  that  the  whole  of  the  growing 
fence  faced  the  impelling  wind,  and  made  every  bush  service- 
able in  meeting  it  and  entangling  its  burthen. 

No  one  was  stirring  on  the  road  save  odd,  gipsy  sort  of 
men,  who  may  have  been  looking  for  employment  at  Fome 
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one  of  the  faiins,  or  biding  their  time  to  purloin  the  where- 
withal to  furnish  a  meal.  Once  we  dropped  on  a  dusty 
soklierlikc  young  man,  Iwbbling  away  on  a  pony,  who 
unfolded  liis  tail  from  tiroimd  his  head  tuid  jerked  it  down 
between  his  shoulders  when  he  saw  us, —  the  second  mark  oL 
respectful  recognition  we  had  met  during  the  day  5  bmM 
anotlier  time  a  paasenger  cart  passed  us,  of  the  ordinary 
workhouse-hearse  shape ;  and,  on  the  driver  giving  the 
signal,  the  front  screen  was  raised,  and  a  snuffy-nosed  old 
gentleman,  wearing  a  monstrous  pair  of  spectaeles,  stuck  out 
his  head  like  a  Jack-in-the-box,  and  took  full  advantage 
of  the  few  seconds  allowed  him  to  view  the  strangers, 
barbarians,  wliatevcr  he  chose  to  consider  us.  ■ 

The  landscape  did  not  gnin  much  in  baiuty  as  we  toiled 
slowly  on.     The  irregularity  of  the  countiy  gave  the  mules 
more  collar  and  breeching  work  than  they  seemed  to  appre- 
ciate, the  driver  requiring  to  use  rather  fi^equently  his  stinging 
whip,  and  tur-r-r  and  chuck,  to  incite  their  dormant  energies 
to  action.     Often  the  narrow  road  dipped  low  between  deep 
cuttings  in  the  high  sand- banks,  and  then  stood  almost  erect^ 
over  the  sloping  side  of  a  granite  or  b'mestone  ridge,  from 
\diich  tht*  great  wide  plain  became  discernible,  with  pretty  ■ 
valleys,  perfect  gai'dens  of  verdure,  lying  softly  far  down  to  ■ 
the  south ;  carpets  of  haiTest,  toning  from  the  golden  yellow 
through  every  gradation  down  to  the  darkest  green,  streaked 
in  lengthy  bands  by  the  russct-bro\^Ti  beds  of  rivers  and 
streams    now    dry    and    bare,    that    intersected    the    rich 
expanse. 

At  one  part  of  the  way,  where  the  hmiiblest  cottage  could 
not  be  ventured  upon  as  a  building, —  so  bleak  and  exposed 
was  it  between  two  liigh  hills, —  a  good  number  of  gloomy 
pines  grew,  throwing  up  flat  circular  tops  like  notliing  else  I 
can  think  of  but  a  round  table;  and  a  scattered  tithe  of 
cypress  and  elm.  On  the  velvety  grass  Ijeneath  them  ran  and 
fed  an  uncommonly  large  flock  of  crested  larks,  so  pertimi- 
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ciously  keeping  to  the  ground  thfitj  do  all  we  could,  they 
would  scai-cely  take  wing.  Here  also  the  pied  and  the 
sicarlet-headed  woodpecker  flitted  quickly  from  tree  to  tree 
as  they  were  roused  b}"  ou^  footsteps ;  the  extremely  elegant 
little  hoopoe,  with  its  arched  crest  of  ruddy-buif  feathers  and 
long  cui*\^ed  bill,  coquetted  with  us  as  we  tried  to  obtain  a 
nearer  look  at  it,  alighting  on  the  ground  and  commencing  to 
toy  with  some  juicy  sod  until  we  had  got  to  within  a  short 
dbtance,  then  plaj^Uy  perching  on  the  brancli  of  a  tree 
when  the  prescril>ed  interval  between  us  had  been  reached. 

Jtore  numerous  than  any  other  of  the  mnged  stock  of  North 
China  (though  they  can  scarcely  be  ^o  f>lentiful  a^  in  Ireland), 
ther^  were  numbers  of  the  cunning,  disreputable,  white- 
sctajnilared  magpies  sagely  eyeing  our  movements  from  every 
branch  of  neiu^ly  every  tree,  and  leisurely  calculating  their 
cliimce  of  being  disturbed  l>efore  fluttering  a  feather,  We 
have  always  held  the  saucy  fellow  hi  great  esteem,  for  docs 
nut  his  chattering  rcmbid  us  that  the  accomplished  daughters 
of  Pierus  were,  by  the  oftended  Muses,  metamorf>hosed  into 
the  social  but  songless  *  Pica  Caudata,'  for  no  otiier  reason 
thau  that  they  challenged  the  tuneful  Nine  to  a  vocal  com- 
petition ;  imd  have  we  not  all  sorts  of  superstitions  about 
him  as  a  bird  of  omen? 

Among  the  people  through  whose  country  we  are  seeking 
to  travel  a  few  hundred  miles,  he  is  no  less  a  iavourite  ;  and, 
as  well  as  being  ominous  of  good  or  evil,  he  is  supposed  to 
be  and  is  named  the  ^  Bird  of  Joy,' —  a  designation  that  may 
Imve  come  in  with  the  present  dynasty,  who  have,  if  the 
Itgend  in  which  tliis  bird  plays  such  a  prominent  part  is  to 
liavc  any  weight,  very  much  to  thank  it  tor. 

Can  we   offer   any  reason    why   we    should    doubt   the 

truth  of  the  tradition,  when   the  liberal   and   enlightened 

jtmperor  Kicn  Lung,  of  Lord  Macartney ^s  timcj — the  scholar 

Sovereign  of  the  Mantchu  I'ace, —  believed  and  asserted  that 

t^lic  Kin, —  the  *  golden  tribe ' —  a  savage  and  illiterate  horde. 
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—  the  ancestors  of  tlie   Mantchus,  and  who,  lietween  the 
twelfth  and  thirteenth  centuries,  expelled  the  Leang  dyimsty 
from  the  northern   piHjviiices  of  Chinr^  and  wth  the  Sung' 
dyn^isty  divided  tlie  sway  of  the*  empiix:-,  from  >vhich  they - 
were  diivon  before  the  conquering  Mongols,  and  chaseil  intal 
the  recesses  and  fastnesses  of  the  wld  Songari  and  U&iiri 
valleys,  where  they  mtist  have  suffered  greatl}' — owed  their 
origin  to  one   Kioro^ — a  wonderful   character  —  who   wa&i 
born    of  a    celestial  virgin  in  the   mystic    shades  of  their 
unkno^vn  comitrv  ? 

When  Noi*th  China  was  contemptuously  said  by  the  early 
and  then  comparatively  I'efined  Clunese  'to  be  tenanted  by 
'  demons  and  de\  ils/  as  many  years  before  the  Christian  em 
as   have  elai)sed   since j   the 
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back,  and  it  is  thus  recorded 
snpeniaturul  intimation  of  the  snlisequent  gloiy  of  the  family 
was  given  at  Chang  pili  Shun, — the  *  Long  White  ilountain/ 
—  which  is  alleged  to  l>e  more  than  250  li,  or  upwards  of 
sixty  miles  liigli !  On  the  summit  of  this  very  lofty  moun- 
tain was  a  kke  twenty-seven  miles  in  circumference,  from 
wliich  sprung  three  rivers ;  and  near  this  lake  it  was  inti- 
mated hy  an  unearthly  voice  that  ^  This  land  will  produce  a 
holy  man,  who  shall  unite  in  one  all  nations!' 

At  the  loot  of  the  mountain  was  a  jxx)!  of  water,  to  wliich, 
the  story  says,  three  divine  females  came  to  bathe.  One  day, 
after  the  customary  ablution  (wliat  a  pity  the  modern  Celes- 
tials do  not  foHow  the  cleanly  example  thus  set  them),  a 
spiritutd  bii\l, — the  enchanted  miigpie, — ivith  a  peculiar  sort 
of  fi'uit  in  its  bill,  flew  towards  them,  and,  with  a  sapient 
eye  for  beauty,  selected  the  loveliest  damsel,  named  Ke,  and 
slyly  smuggled  the  gift  it  bore  into  her  garments,  ivhere  she 
soon  discovered  it.     Presently,  unable  to  i*esist  its  tempting 

*  In  the  books  of  whose  reign  it  is  mentioned  that  an  extraordinary 
cuitora  prevailed  whioli  excited  great  attention,  *  that  people  sat  with  their 
legs  hanging  down^^  that  i%  they  began  to  sit  on  chairs  or  stoob. 


I 


THE  BIRTH  OF  KIORO.  155 

appearance,  she  consigned  it  to  her  mouth,  and  thence  to  her 
stomach;  but  with  the  most  unlooked-for  and  disastrous 
results,  for,  instead  of  being  affected  by  the  unhealthy  fruit, 
as  we  have  been  by  what  we  have  purchased  and  devoured  in 
the  market  town,  she  immediately  brought  forth  a  son,  who 
could  speak  as  soon  as  he  was  bofn ! 

In  this  respect  he  fiir  excelled  the  third  patriarchal 
emperor  of  the  '  distant  country  of  the  Seres,'  who  is  re- 
ported to  have  been  able  to  talk  as  soon  as  he  was  weaned 
from  the  breast — was  elected  to  the  throne  at  twelve  years 
of  age,  and  soon  after  discovered  the  invaluable  properties 

of— 

'  That  trembling  vassal  of  the  Pole, 
The  feeling  compass,  Navigation's  soul ; ' 

wid  whose  person  and  figure  were  beyond  all  parallel. 

To  this  precocious  prodigy  Kioro,  the  same  mysterious  voice 
that  had  prognosticated  his  J)irth  said,  '  Heaven  has  borne 
you  to  tranquillise  disordered  nations.' 

After  his  birth  his  deified,  but  rather  heartless  mother 
disappeared,  and  the  boy,  having  strong  inclinations  towards 
^If-preservation,  constinicted  a  barque,  in  wliicli  he  placed 
Himself,  and,  like  another  Moses,  was  floated  down  J)y  the 
Current  of  a  certain  river  to  a  distant  shore.  He  ascended 
tie  bank,  broke  off  ^villows,  vdth  wliich  he  framed  a  seat, 
^4ud  when  it  was  finished,  ha\ing  nothing  else  to  do,  lie  sat 
^own  in  the  wilderness,  where  he  might  have  remained 
to  this  day,  had  it  not  happened  that  in  tlie  new  land 
There  were  contending  chieftains,  who  fouglit,  and,  as  a 
iiatural  and  inevitable  sequence,  hurt  and  killed  to  a  large 
extent. 

One  of  these  sanguinary  savages  went  to  the  river  to  draw 
water,  and  on  the  way  beheld  our  hero  calmly  surveying,  from 
his  willow  throne,  all  the  country  around,  to  which  he  had, 
no  doubt,  in  his  own  opinion,  an  indisputable  right.  Hurry- 
ing back,  he  lost  no  time  in  spreading  the  marvellous  news, 
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and  described  the  astonishing  appeamnce  of  the  stranger. 
The  people  speedily  mustered  and  marched  down  to  inteiro- 
gate  the  mai'vellous  child  as  to  his  name  and  surname, 
pedigree,  and  intentions  towards  them :  to  all  of  which 
queries  he  said,  '  I  was  bom  of  the  Celestial  female,  Foo-koo* 
lun  (was  he  ashamed  of  his  parent's  original  name  ?  or  had 
he  forgotten  it  ?  or  had  she,  in  order  the  better  to  escape 
justice,  given  him  a  fictitious  one?),  and  am  ordained  by 
Heaven  to  settle  your  disordered  state/ 

*  Heaven  has  brought  forth  a  holy  one,'  they  exclaimed ; 
and  forthwith  endowed  him  mth  the  dignity  and  attributes 
of  a  sovereign. 

Under  his  auspices  and  guidance  they  fixed  their  abode  at 
the  city  of  Go-to-le,  in  the  uninhabited  wilderness  of  Go-han- 
hwuy,  to  the  east  of  the  Long  White  Mountain ;  from 
whence  they  named  their  country  Jlan-chow. 

But  it  seems  that  the  tutelary  magpie's  tlmctions  were 
not  to  be  dispensed  with  for  some  time  to  come ;  for  it 
happened  after  this  that  the  people  of  Man-chow  rebelled, 
reversed  and  smashed  the  constitution,  and  in  their  violence 
slew  sdl  the  membei's  of  the  I'eigning  fomily  with  the  ex* 
ception  of  one  boy,  who  was  named  Fan-cha-kin.  He  fled 
into  the  forests  to  save  his  life.  He  was  closely  pursued  by 
the  destroyers,  who  would  soon  have  settled  his  chums,  had 
not  the  bird  of  good  omen,  in  the  nick  of  time,  alighted  on 
his  devoted  head,  and  sitting  there,  as  audaciously  cool  as 
he  now  does  on  that  ragged  pine  branch,  deceived  the 
anxious  eyes  of  the  hunters.  They,  spying  his  black  head, 
neck,  and  breast — so  richly  glossed  with  green,  purple,  and 
blue — and  the  unsullied  white  portions  of  his  breast  and 
wings,  resting  motionless  on  an  old  mtten  trunk  of  a  tree^ — 
as  they  believed — went  off  in  another  direction- 

In  this  way  the  original  family  was  presei'ved  from 
extinction,  and  the  lustrous-plumaged,  mischievous  magpie 
is  honoured  with  the  happy  appellation,  and  humom-ed  in  its 
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waaton  freaks  instead  of  being  destroyed,  while  the  Tartars 
are  said  to  commemorate  on  the  spot  the  incident  in  which 
it  so  seasonably  averted  the  entire  destruction  of  the  Pure 
Djmasty.* 

•  Morrison's  Clironologj. 
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CHAPTER  XL 

THE    TOWN   OF   LANCHOW — A  NATURAL    FOOTED    BEAUTY  —  NATIVE  MER- 
CHANT—  EATIN<;   HOUSES  —  THE    LAN-HO  —  AN    ARCADIA BEAUTIFUL 

LANDSCAPE  —  TRAVELLING      SOLDIERS GREEDY      BOATMEN  —  A     BEAU 

SABREVR HIS     FRIENDLY    INTERPOSITION  —  THE     SNUG     INN     AT    SHIH 

MUN  —  NOTTH  CHINA  DWELLINGS,  AND  THEIR  PECULIARITIES GARDENS 

—  STONE     AND     HRICK  —  ABSENCE     OF     MONUMENTS     AND     PAUCITY    OP 
SCULPTURE. 

ONCE  more  the  road  takes  a  dive  downwards  towards 
a  better  class  of  houses,  set  oiF  by  a  group  of  fine  old 
weeping  ^villows,  wheels  round  them — again  ascends,  and 
behold,  far  before  us,  and  rather  to  our  right  on  the  very 
top  of  a  commanding  hill,  rising  high  above  the  surrounding 
level,  stands  noI)ly  out  from  the  sky  the  Pharos-like  pagoda 
of  Lanchow,  very  much  resembling  indeed,  fix)m  our  point 
of  view,  a  majestic  li<rhthouse  i)erched  on  a  bold  headland, 
with  its  closely-aggregated,  projecting  eaves  stuck  out  from 
its  sides  as  if  it  were  the  petrified  body  of  a  mammoth 
centipede.  This  edifice  was  an  excellent  landmark,  as  our 
course  lay  through  the  tovax  of  Lanchow,  tuid  nothing  further 
was  required  but  to  take  the  first  l)y-lane  or  path  tliat  led  ofi^ 
in  its  direction.  It  proved  a  good  two  hours'  ride,  through, 
at  first,  segregated  farm  steadings,  slowly  improving  the 
farther  we  l)ent  into  the  plain — then  neat  cottages  gathered 
between  them,  and  at  last  orchard,  garden,  paddock,  and 
village  entirely  supplanted  the  wide  fields — becoming  tree- 
shaded  lanes  wound  out  and  m,  doubled  back  and  t^Wsted 
forward,  until  extrication  from  the  pleasant  maze  Iftoked  all 
but  feasible. 

A  greater  tui'n  than  usual  carried  us  within  sight  of  a 
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l^i^^^l  parapeted  brick  wall,  with  two-storied  towers  at  each 

ajci.g'le,  almost  hid  in  the  foliage  of  massive   old  -willows 

giirx^wig  mthin  the  enclosure.     Between  us  and  the  wall  was 

«^      ^vide  strip  of  bare  shingly  ground,  that  might  have  been 

'tlii.e   old  bed  of  a  river,  and  in  front,  in  the  middle  of  the 

cix^onelated  wall,  was  the  gateway.     This  we  made  for,  fully 

x*esolved   to  inspect   the  interior  of  the   town,  in  spite  of 

xxLobbing  and  dust  raising.  .  As  everything  was  externally 

traxiquil — ^indeed,  we  saw  no  one  stiiTuig — our  apprehensions 

^^ivere  not  strong  on  these  ix)ints. 

Scarcely  had  we  crossed  the  open  and  reached  the  entrance* 

^when  a  good-looking  young   woman,   leading  a  little  boy, 

emerged  from  the  archway.     Too  hite  to  turn  back  wthout 

Vietraying  alann  or  fear,  and  too  modest  to  advance  until  we 

liad  passed  beyond,  she  undecidedly  took  up  her  stand  on 

the  narrow  ledge  of  stonework  that  served  as  a  foundation  to 

the  heav}''  mass  of  the  wall,  and  gave  us  tlie  undeniable 

pleasure  of  her   countenance  witli  the  most  imperturbable 

self-possession  and  yet  inquisitive  timidity.     She  must  have 

been  a  '  Tartar,'  or  a  violent  innovator  on  the  prevailing 

customs  and  costumes,  or  offender  agaijist  the  sumptuary  laws 

that  sway  the  feminine  as  well  as  the  masculine  tastes  of  the 

Chinese,  for  she  infringed  the  first  in  undauntedly ,  yet  not 

inclelicately,  turning  her  face  full  on  us,  and  half-smiUngly 

^gled  us  in  lair  return  for  the  stare  we  could    not    help 

being  guilty  of  under  such  dazzling  temptation.     Oh,  those 

gl^incing  orbs !  no  other  eyes  could  compare  Avith  them  in 

J^xn  ahtness,  and  no  words  could  express  their  splendour.     It 

^^  xieedless  to  say  that  — 

*  Iler  eye*s  dark  charm  'twere  vain  to  tell, 
But  gaze  on  tliat  of  the  gazelle, 
It  will  assist  thy  fancy  well, 
As  large,  as  languishingly  dark, 
But  soul  beamed  forth  in  every  spark, 
That  darted  from  beneath  the  lid. 
Bright  as  the  jewel  of  Giamschid.' 
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The  description  is  inaclequate.     All  I  can  say  is,  that  the 
fescination   of  those  dark  twinklers   exceeded    anything 
had  beheld  in   the  East — it  was  somethnig  more  splendid 
and  glcx>m-dispelling  than  '  wavy   ripples,'     In  addition  to  m 
such  attraction,  were   cheeks  like   the   tdmond  flower,  li[>s " 
like    the    peach's    bloom,    eyebrows    as    the    ivillow    leaf; 
and,    when  she  moved    to    a  more  comfortable    standing 
place^    footsteps    like     the     Igtus    flower.      The    contau 
of  the    face   was    slightly   oval,  the   features    K*gular  and 
pleasing,  with  no    tendency   to  the    pug   nose    and  coarse 
lips  one  sees  eveiy  day  in  the   streets.     There   wa*^,  too, 
such  a  sweet  dimpled  chin !     But,  greatly  to  our  chagrin, 
it  wore  a    glaring    mask    of   paint  and  powder  —  sailing  J 
ambitiously  under   false   colours.      Tlmt   comely   fece   and 
faultlessly  chiselled  neck^  and  the  womanl}^  brow  that  must 
have  been  fair  before,  are  all  grievously  soiled  with  gj^psum 
or  some  other  blanching  substance   spread  over   them ;  a 
rather  strong  and  irregular  tinge   of  carnation   ornaments 
each  cheek,  and  the  small  mouth  is  made  a  little  too  con- 
spicuous by  the  large  daub  of  crimson  placed  on  the  middle 
of  the  pouting  underlip  ;  the  eyebraws  are  gmcefully  em*  J 
bowed   into  a  thm   cresccntic   line   of  intense   black,  that 
overhimg  lids  not  deformed  by  too  much  of  the  almond- 
shaped  slit  between  them ;  at  their   inner  coi*nei*s   on   the 
base  of  the  nose  is  a  small  circular  patch  of  veimilion,  and 
a  larger  one  on  each  temple. 

From  each  of  the  exquisitely  moulded  ears  himg  a  hea\y 
ring  of  jade-stone  of  the  real  ^  fait-sooay  -  colour*  The  hair — 
sleek  and  dark  —  is  gathered  up  in  two  boivs  on  each  side, 
and  the  back  hair  hangs  in  a  long  plait  down  the  back, 
wliile  between  the  bows  fluttei's  a  large  blue  butterfly  on  the 
slightest  movement  of  her  head,  setting  off  this  style  of 
wearing  the  hair  in  quite  an  artful  way. 

The  neck  was  uncovered — uidess  by  the  paint — and  the 
whole  of  the  figure,  except  just  the  bottoms  of  a  pair  of 
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Uglxt  pink  trousers,  was  hid  by  a  long  ^vide  robe  of  figured 

blxxe  silk,  bound  with  white,  on  which  a  perfect  menagerie 

of    "birds  and  beasts  was  embroidered.     The   cufis  of  the 

very  .roomy  sleeves  were  turned  up  with  the  same  material, 

on  -which  a  landscape  of  some  kind  or  other  was  delineated 

by  the  same  laborious  method. 

The  little   feet — thanks   be  to  fate — ^were   natural,  and 
nicely  exhibited  in  a  pair  of  shoes  that,  for  brightness 
of  hue  and  elegance  of  design  in  the  flowers  that  covered 
them,  might  have  been  borrowed  from  the  choicest  collec- 
tion in  the  Sultan's  harem ;  though  the  clumsy  addition  of 
a  thick  white  cloggy  sole,  in  shape  like  a  small  inverted 
pyramid,  did  not  quite  satisfy  us  in  the  hasty  survey  we 
were  making. 

The  only  hand  we  could  see  was  that  by  which  she  led 
the  child  —  who  watched  us  uneasily,  lolling  a  finger  about 
ia  its  mouth — but  that  was  a  perfect  model  of  beauty,  and 
vhite  as  beauty  could  require,  though  the  nails  —  we  could 
notice  —  were  perhaps  a  trifle  too  long,  and  moreover  were 
<lyed  a  brownish-yellow  by  the  red  Fungseen  flower — a 
Kttle  piece  of  vanity,  by  the  bye,  introduced  during  the 
Sung  dynasty,  some  ei^ht  or  nine  centuries  ago  —  and 
to  which,  if  we  are  not  mistaken,  the  Turkish  ladies  at  Con- 
stantinople and  the  Tartar  girls  in  the  Crimea  are  rather 
partial.  The  wrist  was  encircled  by  a  white  jade-stone 
bracelet. 

The  costume  struck  us  as  an  easy  and  a  graceful  one  — 

harring  those  thick  soles  to  the  handsome  slippers  —  with 

*he  colours  well  assorted  as  to  harmony.     Nor  was  the  get- 

^P   of  the   hair  to  be   cavilled  at;    it   must  have  cost   an 

"^fiiuty  of  time  and  patience.     In  brief,  those  magnificent 

^y^s  and  that  softly-elegant  cast  of  features,  constituted  a 

peculiar  kind  of  beauty,  of  which  in  Chiaa  we  had  hitherto 

^^t  no  example. 

The  havoc  created  in  our  susceptible  hearts  would  have 
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been  all  but  iiTeparable  Imd  tJmt  vile  abomination  of 
been  i^moved,   and  the    natund  tint  of  the    complexio 
been  allowed  to  enhance  the  lady's  other  charms  : 

*  If  Ia4ie3  be  but  young  and  fair, 
They  bare  the  gift  to  know  it/ 

Our  bella  danna  was  no  exception  to  the  nilej  for  with 
arch  Rniile  and  a  pert  toss  of  the  head,  and  another  l>ew 
iiig  glance  from  the  eyes,  she  enlightened  her  admiixjrs  as" 
her  own  opinion  of  her  attractions. 

The  hi^h  gateways,  by  which  it  was  necessary  we  should, 
pass  before  getting  into  the  town^  were  in  perfect  condition.'j 
They  had  been  built  with  an  eye  to  durability;  and  the  thick| 
nail-studded  gates  that  opened  on  little  wooden  wheels,  and 
were   now  fastened  by  bolts  to   the   cheeks  of  the  arches, 
showed  no  marks  of  decay.     Like  many,  if  not  allj  nf  the 
walled  towns  of  the  noi*th,  Lauehow  is  encompassed  by  t^ 
neai'ly  square  wall,  each  side  of  which  iaces  one  of  the  car— 1 
dinal  points,  and  is  iumiwhed  with  a  double  gateway,     Thu 
outer  one  pierces  the  side  of  a  wide,  semicii*cular,  crenekt^^ 
bastion,  and  leads  to  a  partially  paved  court,   from  wIhcIi 
the  inner  one  led,  at  an  acute  angle  to  the  other,  through  tlie 
straight  line  of  wall  into  a  principal  street.     The  usual  two- 
storied  i*ampart  towers,    with   their   picturesque    curled-up 
gabies  to  each  story,  tliough  untenanted  and  slightly  in  want 
of  rejjair,  were  not  in  ruins* 

Withui  the  iimer  gate,  at  the  conunencement  of  the  street  i 
in  which  we  found   ourselves,  was  a  small  wooden  housC} 
before  wiiich  an  old  man  sat  betattered  and  dreamy,  smoking] 
— the  guard  of  the  city  gate — and,  in  all  human  probabiIity> ' 
the  sole  representative  of  what  may  once  have  been  a  garrison 
— the  only  tangible  relic  of  a  mythical  ten  thousand — looking 
as  sorry,  and  rust-eaten,  and   inefficient  as  the  hidf^dozeu 
lances,  pikes,  halberds,  and  grappling  hooks  i^ared  in  ier^ 
rorem  in  a  shaky  wooden  stand  near  him  on  the  roadside* 
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ITiough  belonging  to  a  second-rate   city  or  town,  the 

)C]|vi.are  enceinte  did  not  appear  to  be  more  than  one  and  a 

lu^alf  or  one  and  three-quarters  of  a  mile  in  circumference,  and 

l^tstnchow,  unlike  every  other  town  we  Tiave  seen  similarly 

fortified,  possessed  no  suburb — all  trade  and  stir  was  within 

the  embrace  of  the  lofty  structure,  which  seemed  degraded  and 

out  of  harmony  with  the  interior,  and  must  have  been  erected 

for  the  protection  of  better  houses  and  more  valuable  property 

than  now  meet  the  eye  on  the  sides  of  the  wide  street. 

Its  commercial  transactions  can  only  be  insignificant,  for 
the  shops,  though  tolerably  large  and  good,  and  the  shop- 
keepers generally  well-dressed  and  fat — an  infallible  index 
of  their  prosperous  condition — were  few,  and  the  counters 
and  shelves  displayed  nothhig  but  native  goods. 
This  may  not  be  the  case  long,  however,  for  one  of  the  mob 
,        of  spectators  who  thronged  from  every  lane  and  door  to  stare 
*t  us,  advanced  frankly  from  among  his  neighbours  and  told 
us,  in  as  much  of  the  lingua  franca  as  his  business  vocations 
had  permitted  him  to  pick  up  from  the  British,  that  he  was 
a  'Tien-tsin  merchant.'     He  was  glad  to  enter  into  a  brief 
conversation,  in  which  both  parties  endeavoured  to  serve 
themselves — the  one  in  discovering  our  object  in  travelling 
such  a  great  distance  from  the  Tien-tsin  ganison,  and  the  other 
^  ascertaining  the   most  convenient  resting-place  for  the 
^ght,  which  was  approaching  rapidly. 

It  sounded  strange  to  hear  this  fellow  attempting  to  con- 

^Grse  in  English  in  this  place,  where  Briton  never  had  been 

^ft)re,  and  to  watch  the  avidity  with  which  those  who  clung 

^  liis  skirts  listened  and  tried  to  repeat  the  words  after  him, 

^  if  they  had  found  the  key  to  a  new  puzzle,  highly  amusing 

^^  curiously  wonderful — but  such  incongruous  sounds  were 

^OTe  likely  to  excite  mipth  than  meditation. 

Xanchow  is  great  in  its  kitchens  and  eating-houses,  if  it 
^^^s  not  boast  of  an  extensive  trade ;  and  the  exhibition  the 
^^tizens  make  by  their  ample  preparations  for  a  numerous 
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clining-out  population  inipresses  us  as  novel.  There  wi 
spacious  apartments  crowded  with  little  tables  and  stooli 
arranged  for  parties  of  four  or  five.  Independent  familj 
coteries  were  assembled  for  the  purpose  of  drinking  tea^  ani 
chewing  the  seeds  of  the  water-lil}%  which  a  lad  is  anxiouslj 
employed  in  masting  at  one  of  the  ontside  stove-pans,  tossin| 
and  turning  them  over  the  hot  metal  and  mixing  them  wit! 
a  coarse  meal  or  sawdust  to  pi'event  their  being  unequallj 
done — others  were  waiting  tor  the  highly-seasoned  olios  mii 
powerfully  aromatic  stews  that  were  squealing,  bubbling,  an< 
boiling,  in  every  row  of  cnuldrons  on  the  earthen  pavement 
over  which  the  fat  bliie-apTOned  cooks  stood  steaming  anI 
blowing  in  the  vapoury  but  delectable  clouds^  while  littl 
urchins  pulled  and  pushed  the  horizontal  bellows-handles  ti 
accelerate  the  speed  of  the  culinary  operations.  In  somi 
these  were  only  beginning,  in  others  they  were  drawing  to  ^ 
embarrassing  close — if  the  trequent  tastings,  and  lip-smacks 
ings,  and  supervening  cogitations  are  symptomatic  of  th« 
epoch  in  the  life  of  a  maitre  de  vmslne  in  other  count ries^ — ^bu 
all  went  on  out  of  doors  and  in  the  unmitigated  sunny  glare 

It  did  not  take  long  to  leave  the  east  gate  of  the  cit^ 
behind  us — we  liad  entered  bv  the  west — and  we  weis 
again  among  the  pleasant  gardens  jmd  whirling  under  the  au 
borescent  shade,  where  old  and  young  were  scrapmg,  picking 
and  irrigating  so  assiduously  as  not  to  heed  our  intrusion. 

After  about  half  a  mile's  marching  and  counteimarching 
seemingly  to  no  purpose,  the  leafy  intricacy  was  penetmtec 
and  we  got  a  full  view  of  the  lovely  plain  through  which  th 
Lan'h6  river  flows.  It  was  a  highly  gratifying  sight,  that  rigll 
well  repaid  us  ibr  the  little  hardships  we  had  encounter^ 
and  was  worthy  of  the  praises  bestowed  on  it ;  willingly  indeed 
we  declared  that  it  far  excelled  all  those  snatclies  of  pleasan 
sceneiy  to  be  met  with  araund  Peking,  on  which  we  had 
lavished  etilogiums  of  a  veiy  exalted  clmracter^  after  th 
dismal  nmddy  days  we  had  passed  at  the  mouth  of  the  Peihfl 
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This  river,  the  Lan-ho,  may  yet  be  remembered  as  figuring 
sunong  the  minor  incidents  of  the  war  just  terminated.  By 
pointing  out  its  proximity  to  Zehol  to  the  late  Emperor,  Hien 
I^ung,  before  he  fled  to  that  obscure  imperial  residence  beyond 
tie  Great  Wall,  the  less  influential,  but  possibly  better  dis- 
posed, portion  of  the  conununity  at  Peking  tried  to  dissuade 
His  Majesty  fix)m  flight.  They  used  their  best  arguments 
to  induce  the  frightened  monarch  to  await  among  them  the 
progress  of  events,  alleging  that  in  the  capital  there  would  be 
:rno  more  risk  than  at  the  Tartar  palace.  Our  gun-boats,  they 
cHeclared,  could  easily  find  their  way  from  the  Eastern  Sea 
^•jp  the  Lan-ho,  to  the  very  walls  of  the  refuge,  which  they 
"^vould  be  sure  to  knock  about  his  ears  with  shot  and  shell. 

In  the  early  days  of  Jesuit  pioneering  at  the  Chinese 
^L:ourt,  Du  Halde  mentions  that  Father  Gerbillon,  in  the  com- 
^^wmy  of  ambassadors  and  princes,  in  a  journey  far  to  the 
^^aorthward  of  our  present  position,  crossed  and  recrossed  it, 
^and  several  times  encamped  on  its  banks.  It  is  described  as 
3B  stream,  or  very  small  river,  traversing  a  somewhat  poor 
^»untry,  scantily  inhabited  and  as  sparely  cultivated. 

But  at  Lanchow  no  such  complaint  could  be  preferred 
^igainst  either  the  river  or  the  adjacent  country.  Here  was 
^  the  lower  ground 

'  A  soft  landscape  of  mild  earth, 
Where  all  was  harmony,  and  calm,  and  quiet, 
luxuriant,  budding.' 

Away  some  four  or  five  miles  to  the  north,  grey  hills, 
extending  in  serried  pinnacles  and  jags  east  and  west  into 
cloudland,  rose,  assuming  all  sorts  of  phantom  forms  through 
the  fleecy  mists  of  the  far-distant  space.  Through  what 
looks  like  a  narrow  gorge  or  cleft  in  the  bosom  of  these 
giants, —  fringed  for  some  way  up  their  sides  by  noble  trees, 
—  issues  the  sleepy  river,  flo^ving  in  an  easy  cui've  towards 
its  by  no  means  tortuous  channel  southwards.  White  cot- 
tages wander  along  its  course  far  up  the  gorge,  now  nearly 
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enclosed  in  a  delicious  setting  of  varied  green,  there  heaped 
on  a  low  mound,  the  front  or  gable  end  becomes  conspicuous ; 
the  fii*stj  with  a  door  in  the  middle  and  a  window  on  each 
side,  stare  down  the  cleft  as  if  they  were  the  ocular  and 
olfactory  features  of  a  pallid,  lurking  Cyclops ;  tlie  latter,  with 
a  single  bhick  aperture  in  their  pearl}'^  suiface,  like  the 
entnmce  to  a  tunnel  in  a  chalk  cliff;  presently  other  dwellings 
glint  out  in  the  sunshine  from  the  jasper-and-gold  coloured 
mass,  Uke  snowtiakes. 

Everything  in  this  unexpected  Arcadia  was  a  sheets 
clump,  or  a  tuft  of  emerald  and  olive  green,  near  the  low 
banks  of  the  water,  and  in  the  full  bloom  of  an  ad\  anced 
summer-  To  our  left,  between  the  town  and  the  hill*s,  fkxjm 
the  middle  of  the  highly-cultivated  level  in  that  directioa 
springs  an  abrupt  and  mther  stiitely  hillock,  on  which  the 
eye  rested  with  curious  delight,  for  it  was  decked  and 
capped  by  groups  of  those  pretty  little  temples  that  form 
such  a  distinctive  feature  in  Chinese  scenery.  They  were 
perched  in  the  most  arbitrary  manner  around  a  larger  struc- 
ture of  the  stereotyped  religious  style  of  ai-chitectm-e,  and 
embellished  by  harsh^  bristly,  gloomy  fir  trees — ^favoured 
emblems  of  long  lite  to  the  imaginations  of  our  friends,  but  M 
sjmibols  of  grief  and  k}nelines^s  to  ours,  and  very  much  out 
of  keeping,  too,  with  such  a  glad  scene. 

On  our  right,  to  the  south  of  the  town,  rich  sweeps  of j 
green  millet  and  maize  roll  and  heave  in  long  lines,  without 
break  or  interruption,  until  they  impinge  against  the  blue 
horizon-  Then  comes  a  hill  more  than  five  hundi'ed  feet  in 
height, —  the  Pagoda  hill.  The  suimnit  is  crowned  not  only 
by  the  peculiar  building  of  that  name  and  shape,  that  stands 
so  near  the  brink  of  the  steepest  face  of  the  precipitous  crag 
as  to  appear  ready  to  topple  over,  were  it  not  maintained  in 
sitti  by  some  invisible  j>ower,  but  also  by  a  neat  little  house 
Qf  the  dovecot  fashion, — ^  probably  another  tempi  e,^ — peeping 
over  into  the  cheerful  picture  below  from  between  two  or 
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tJtree  aged  pines  standing  within  a  tiny  palisade  ut'  millet 
stalks. 

On  the  opposite  side  of  the  rivers  about  half  a  mile  from  it, 
mi  miming  from  the  hiUs  panilUl  to  its  left  bunkj  descends 
an  abiiipt  ridge,  densely  clothed  with  trees,  untU  it  gra- 
dually smooths  down  into  the  miiversal  level,  dotted  along 
its  sides  and  cwst  with  many  a  flat-roofed  cottage,  half 
buried  in  luxuriant  vegetation,  Oiiiiunental  trees,  orchards, 
and  cereals^  rested  a.s  secm'ely  in  their  undisturiied  paradise, 
fts  if  their  owners  knew  nothing  of  the  internecine  feuds  that 
were  destrojing  the  nation. 

It  was  impossible  to  Iwk  on  such  a  beautiful  picture,  now 
in  its  fah*est  and  most  felicitous  colouiing,  without  fervently 
wisiiiiig  it  miglit  never  be  changed  into  a  landscape  of  ruin 
and  sorrow,  made  up  of  bm'ning  roof-trees,  forsaken  fields 
sprinkled  witli  the  blood  of  their  tillers,  and  broken-hearted 
beggars  haunting  the  devastated  spots  on  hiU  and  in  valley ! 
But  a  few  minutes^  ride  was  requimd  to  bring  us  alongside 
of  the  Landiu,  the  muddy  waters  of  which  it  was  necessary 
to  teny,  the  width  at  jjresent  beiug  not  much  less  than  two 
httadred  yards,  but>  by  the  broad  sandy  beach  on  the  other 
side,  at  certain  reasons  it  must  be  at  least  two  hundred  more- 
There  was  some  little  life  and  motion  gomg  on  on  the  right 
bank,  caused  by  the  boat  traffic  passing  up  and  down^  as 
well  as  by  the  presence  of  the  ferrj-boats  jxjling  and  pushing 
their  promiscuous  loads  about  from  side  to  side.     A  minia- 
ture fleet  of  tiny,  long,  narrow,  canoedike  lighters,  without 
keeb,  and  alike  square  at  stem  and  stem  to  admit  of  their 
being  lashed  to  each  other  in  strings,  are  moored  to  the  low 
alluvial  bank,  on  which  their  crews  are  hurriedly  preparing 
the  evening  meal,  or  are  hard  at  work  transferring  to  the 
shore  the  cargoes  of  rice,  salt,  and  other  native  produce 
brought  up  by  these  craft  of  light  draught  from  the  junks 
which  had  penetrated  from  the  Gulf  up  the  river,  until  the 
shallowness  of  the  water  stopped  their  farther  advance- 
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Various  detachments,  consisting  each  of  half  a  dozen 
more  boats,  joined  bow  to  stem,  filled  with  merchandise 
some  kind  or  other,  were  pulled  up  against  the  stream - 
which  must  hare  been  running  dovtii  at  the  rata  of  a  nir^iJe 
and  a  half  an  hour  —  by  nude  gaunt  figures,  tanned  to  t^IJe 
dee|>est  brown  by  the  hot  rays  of  the  sun ;  their  brain-p»^^;^> 
being  alone  shielded  from  its  fiizzling  effects  by  a  blue  s^>!t 
of  turbanp     Their  bodies  were  nearly  bent  double  by  ^.iefl 
lieavy  strain  put  upon  them,  and  their  cliests  were  deepfy 
indented  by  the  l>amboo  which  passes  diagonally  across  ik 
breast^  and  to  which  is  tied  the  long  end  of  the  tnicking-cord 
attached  to  the  slender  mast  of  the  leading  boat  —  the  only 
mast  in  the  fleet- 
Wearily  they  plod  on,  two  or  three  to  a  line,  keepmg  step, 
and  each  pulling  tiis  just  share  of  the  burden,  never  talking,  ] 
and  but  rarely  hiccuping  a  low  monotonous  melody ;  \YMh  | 
the  dark-faced  fellow  who  crouches  do^ni  in  the  stem  of  the] 
last  skiff  with  a  clumsy  oar  keeps  the  flotilla  clear  of  the] 
sides  and  fi'om  shoals,  as  it  floats  away  towards  the  moimtair 
on  its  passage  perliaps  to  Zehol,  far  beyond  their  impracti- 
cable heights. 

Some  of  th^se  dusky  slaves  came  to  look  at  us  in  the  mc 
irreverent   and   shameleRis    manner,   eiidently   thinking    m 
more  of  exhibiting  themselves  before  strangei*s  without 
ganuent  than  we  would  of  appealing  before  them  witlioufj 
gloves. 

A  large  square  enclosure  of  the  never-fiiiling  millet  strawj 
with  a  range  of  bothies  at  one  side  of  the  same   materia 
daubed  with  mud,  is  nearly  filled  by  teams  of  quadrupeds'' 
eating  out  of  mfmgers,  with  their  carts,  owners,  and  drivers^ 
all  awaiting  their  turn  to  cross  by  the  busy  ferry* 

We  were  obligingly  pennitted  to  avail  ourselves  of  th 
first  boat  coming  alongside,  by  those  who  were  rejidy  fin 
embarkation, — so,  after  the  indispensable  amount  of  difficult}^ 
and  deky  consequent  on  unyoking  the  skittish  mules,  wheel- 
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iug  the  cart  up  a  narrow  wooden  inclined  plane  to  the  flush 
deck,  jumping  the  animals  on  board  from  the  shore,  when 
everything  else  had  been  stowed  away,  the  cranky  vessel 
was  pushed  off,  and  we  were  vigorously  engaged  in  soothing 
or  coercing  the  more  alarmed  quadi'upeds  on  their  departure 
from  the  shore. 

The  depth  of  the  river  here  was  in  no  pai*t  more  than 
eight  feet^  with  in  some  places  a  rocky  bottom,  in  others 
sand  or  alluvium.  Below,  and  not  far  from  the  ferrj'  track, 
u  small  dry  sh^>al,  covered  with  rushes  and  tenanted  by 
various  members  of  the  gull  family,  lay  in  the  middle  of  the 
stream,  offcruig  an  insurmountable  obstacle  to  the  poasage 
of  anj^hing  through  the  remaining  navigable  portions,  save 
the  light  skiffs  employed  by  the  natives. 

On  the  opposite  side  a  large  convoy  of  hea\y  country 
carts,  covered  mth  the  mud  of  many  days'  tnivel,  was 
halted  for  the  amval  of  boats  to  convey  them  across. 

They  were  transporting  a  number  of  soldiers  towai^ds  the 
west,  and  were  encumbered  by  a  very  promiscuous  stock  of 
.baggage,  packed  and  slung  below  fmd  above  the  semicircular 
neat  nx>f,  leaving  only  room  sufficient  for  one  or  two 
passengers  to  lie  on  the  Ijoards.  Muzzles  of  matchlocks, 
tufted  heads  of  speai^,  leathern  quivers  filled  with  aiTows, 
and  hea\y  swords,  were  artfully  displayed  under  cover,  to 
show' the  warlike  mission  of  their  wearers. 

Wliile  the  mules  were  being  tlisembarkcd  and  harnessed 
Bgain  on  the  shingly  beach,  several  of  these  eastern  wiuTiors 
collected  aroimd  us  and  were  intensely  curious  about  all  they 
Miw,  especially  admiiing  om*  saddles  and  bridles,  and  our 
boots;  even  going  so  f;ir  os  to  apply  the  sense  of  touch  to  the 
cloth  of  our  coats  and  trousers — extolling  loudly  the  quality 
and  fashion  of  our  apparel  and  equipment. 

One,  who  appeared  to  he  the  leader,  and  who  certainly 
exhibited  more  intelligence  and  addi*ess  than  any  of  his 
fellows,  made  himself  veiy  busy,  and  liad  apparently  more 
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puriK>se  in  his  inquiiies ;  aiid  mth  him,  until  the  tardy  cart 
was  ready,  we  sought  to  fratemiBe.  i 

With  much  of  the  dare-devil  revealed  in  his  youthfal 
but  hard  featuresj  and  as  much  swagger  and  stjle  in  hb« 
carriage  and  bearing  as  a  newly-promoted  Frencli  sous- 
officier,  he  was  as  timid  mid  scaled  as  any  schoollxiy  when  , 
we  began  t43  talk  to  him.  He  was  tall  and  well  proportioned, 
and  a3  erect  as  if  he  had  been  all  his  days  in  the  hands  of  a 
Western  drill  sergeant ;  his  glossy  welI-ph^ited  queue  was 
wound  jauntily  round  liis  head — and  ^nth  it  worn  In  this 
way  every  Chinaman  looks  well  —  the  end  of  the  heavj* 
bkek  silk  cord  witli  which  it  was  incorjx>rated  dangling 
saucily  over  the  right  shoulder ;  liis  figure  was  well  set  off 
by  the  loose  white  jacket  partially  covering  his  ai-ms  and 
chest ;  and  a  thick  blue  cotton  sash  was  around  liis  ^vaisti  in 
which  were  stuck  two  long  woc>den-handled  dirks,  bound 
together  for  some  mysterious  pur|>ose  by  leathern  thongs. 

He  wore  a  pair  of  wicle-legged  blue  cotton  trousei*Sj  tied 
round  the  ankle  by  a  broad  wliite  bandage,  and  ornamented 
from  thence  to  the  knee  with  a  profusipn  of  wreaths  and 
smrls  in  black  velvet,  until  in  front  of  the  knee  the  chamcter 
'Shau^ — meaning  longe\dty — terminated  the  gay  embroidery- 
By  this  lie  was  distinguished  from  his  bmther  soldiers,  who 
were  but  coarsely  clad.  The  nail^  on  his  delicate  fingers 
were  long  enough  to  serve  as  maiTOW-spoonSj  and  his  ^hoes^ 
though  dust-stained,  were  superior  to  the  cobbled-up  old 
sandals  of  his  comrades. 

In  short,  our  youthful  friend  was  nothing  less,  in  our  eyes, 
than  a  heau  sah'em'  of  a  peaceful  nation  j  a  dandy  swnge- 
buckler  or  sworder  among  mmnned  vdlagers,  and  a  veritable 
Mara  when  gallantly  endeavouring  to  storai  the  hearts  of 
the  dark  glancing  beatities  by  whose  homes  he  passed. 

In  return  for  the  close  inspection  he  had  made  of  us,  we 
imagined  we  were  fairly  entitled  to  ask  him  some  little  ques- 
tions, and  to  request  a  look  at  his  side-aims,  but  he  quickly 
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retired  beyond  our  reach^  and  eyed  us  for  a  tew  minutes 
rather  doubtingly,  until,  struck  \yiih  the  ridiculous  idea  of 
such  a  valiant-looking  person  going  to  fight  the  battles  of 
his  country  mth  longevity'  on  his  legs,  we  laughingly 
enquired  the  mi^ming  of  such  a  whimsical  device.  He 
skulked  away  out  of  sight  among  tlie  waggonSj  evidently 
taken  aback  at  such  unwonted  liberties- 

When  we  were  ready  to  resume  our  jouniey,  the  groom 

was    told  to  pay  the   ferrymen  some   small  sum  for  their 

trouble,  l^ut  the  two  rascals — ^gi'eat,  ill-tavoiired  individuals — 

would  tiiki^  nothing  less  than  their  demand  of  one  thonsand 

cash,  and  hwked  in  eveiy  i^vny  ready  to  make  a  row  of  it, 

Jla-foo  fruitlessly  exerted  his  persuasive  clo<][uence ;  in  vain 

AI,  threatened  to  re-cross  to  Lanchow,  there  to  protest  before 

a   mandarin   his   determination   not   to   pay   between  four 

and  five  shillings  for  what,  at  most^  cost  no  more  than  a  few 

p&sh  to  jm  ordinaiy  traveller* 

Things  were  m  a  fix,  words  were  running  high,  a 
b€:>isteix)us  altercation  was  imminent  —  for  both  sides  seemed 
resolved  not  to  surrender  the  slightest  tithe  of  their  claims — 
axid  the  evening  was  approaching^^ — at  this  crisis  the  bashful 
soldier  came  up,  listened  for  a  few  moments  to  the  dispute, 
d  then  too#  the  elder  of^  the  boatmen  aside.  He  plied  the 
Uow  wth  such  irresistible  reasoning,  that  presently  we  were 
i^ntaensely  astonished  by  an  annomicement  that  all  Fiad  been 
^^ttled!  There  was  nothing  to  i>ay,  and  we  had  i>erniis&ion 
**^  depart. 

The  would-be  extortioners  at  once  lietook  themselves  to 
*^i^r  boat,  and  were  soon  aiding  the  tilled  waggon  conductors 
*^  get  their  loads  on  board.  Our  amiable  frietid  having 
^^^omplished  this  essential  seiwice,  modestly  maintained  a 
*^^^txint  position,  where  he  kept  posturing  gmcefully  at  the 
^^Vsr  of  the  boat,  out  of  reach  of  our  thanks.  We  made  no 
^*^tnpt.  to  alter  this  arrangement j  as  we  were  confident  that 
^  was  one  of  those  ferries  niiiintained  in  lieu  of  a  bridge 
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by  the  Chmese  government  for  the  public  service,  and  for 
the  gmtiiitoiis  passage  of  wa}farers  across  the  river.  The 
fellows  had  tried  to  extort  this  large  sura,  presuming  on  our  - 
ignorance  and  inability  to  resist,  as  we  were  travelling 
without  the  slightest  semblance  of  protection  or  authority 
from  their  officials. 

Upon  leiwing  the  dry  sand  and  shingle  of  the  now  att^nuat<*d 
river's  bed,  the  road  ascended  the  abrupt  heights  in  a  rather 
disagreeable  uphill  fashioUj  that  tried  the  strength  and 
endumnce  of  our  team,  and  the  tough  texture  of  the  gear 
and  traces  of  twisted  thongs*  But  the  summit  was  gained 
without  any  mishap,  after  a  short,  though  active  spurt  tor 
four  or  five  hundred  yards,  during  which  the  mules  had 
exhibited  such  decided  symptoms  of  fatigue,  that  it  was  as 
much  a  matter  of  necessity  as  of  humanity  to  give  them  a 
sufficient  rest. 

It  wms  but  doing  simple  justice  to  c^urselves  and  the 
landsciipe  we  had  quitted,  to  besto^v  on  it  another  survey 
before  bidding  adieu  to  one  of  the  prettiest  prospects  it  had 
been  our  good  fortune  to  meet  in  tins  land,  for  down  in  that 
valley,  spread  out  under  that  intense!}^  blue  sky  that  was 
undiscoloured  liy  cloud  j  lay  as  serene  a  pictm^  of  beauty 
and  rural  tmnquillity  sis  the  heart  of  man  could  desire  to 
find  ill  any  quarter  of  the  worUb 

We  halted  in  a  little  \dllage  surrounded  by  orchards  and 
great  mde-spreading  walnut  trees,  that  threw  dai*k  masses  of 
foliage  over  cottage  and  garden ;  and  near  us  stood  a  rtide 
Artesian  well,  from  which  the  good  folks  drew  deliciously  cool 
and  sweet  water. 

The  afternoon  was  so  clear,  that  the  eye  could  scan  for 
many  miles  over  the  countiy  through  which  we  had  travei'sed. 
Almost  at  our  feet,  the  Lan-ho  raeandei^d  gently  along  the 
edg{*  of  the  plain,  like  a  wide  streak  of  black  paint,  until  lost 
in  the  corn-laud  a  long  way  south,  and  in  the  gully  betA\^een 
those   towering   peaks   m   the   opposite   direction.     On   its 
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&mxr^e  men  aiid  boats  appeared  like  so  many  water-scorpions 

iL^ji surely   swiiBining  ubout   or  asleep   under  the  tiny  trees 

o^v^erhanging  the  water. 

Thence   the  plain   rolled   away  in   verdant   sheets   until 

st:opped  by  the  microscopic  roofs  of  houses  among  the 
^veiUows  imd  fruit  trees ;  then  the  fantai^tic  tun*ets  of  the 
I^*aaichow  wall  threw  up  their  sharji  dark  edges  over  all ; 
feeiyond  to  tlie  left,  the  Pagoda  liill  upliilted  its  bluish-grey 


icture  as  boldly  as  does  Ailsa  Cmig  from  the  Frith  of 
)lvde. 
On  the  other  ^^ide,  a  confused  an^ay  of  jngs  and  pinnacleB^ 
reguhtr  in  height  us  the  teeth  of  a  stiw,  IcHDking  as  if  they 
would  disap|>ear  altogether  in  the  golden-and-violet  sky,  so 
sharp  seemed  their  points,  while  in  the  gathering  hassiness  of 
the  evening,  the  temi>le  hill — a  Mons  Paradisea  fit  for  the 
gods — softly  reclined  at  the  base  of  the  mountains,  as  if  it 
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ha*l  never  been  touched  by  the  protune  hand  of  Buddha' 
fullowers. 

Long  did  vre  ;^e  acmss  the  pleasant  expanse  until  th« 
golden  light  of  the  sun  folic  wed  him  doAvn  Ijehind  thm 
dnsky-l)liie  cliain  of  rocks,  and  tlie  rosy  hues  were  qiiickl}; 
flyiiifr  beneath  the  irregular  horizon,  thinning  awny  in 
intensit}^  as  they  mmk ;  then  we  soniewliat  unwillingly^ 
tumed  our  faces  towai\ls  the  lonely  stretch  of  unknown  road^ 
yet  to  be  got  over-  fl 

Every  variety  of  British  landscape  had  been  stored  away^ 
in  the  tresj  sure-house  of  memoiy,  but  none  made  so  pleasant 
an  inipreiision,    nor   eunie   to   our   recollections   aftei*wardj3^  _ 
clothed  in  so  many  charms,  as  the  view  just  deacribed.  *m 

The  narrow  road  wound  and   twisted   over  all   sorts   of 
outrageous^  heights  and  hollows;  at  one  time  donblnig  round 
the  advanced  end  of  a  bank,  at  anotlier  over  crumbling  stonyM 
fragments  tln-ust  througli  its  face;  more  frequently  burro^ving^ 
through  dt*ep  cuttings,  where  the  laliour  that  hiid  been  be* 
stowed  on  them  evinced  the  value  put  by  the  people  of  these 
parts  on  opening  a  means  of  communication  with  the  river* 

Millt^t,  and  oi'chaitls,  and  %villows  were  everyivherc,  prying 
&ceB  of  idl  ages  stared  doivn  on  us  from  the  edges  of  the 
banks  above,  until;  in  the  grey  twilight,  the  stmggling 
I'esidenccs  of  stone  or  mud  l)egan  to  assume  something  like  • 
order,  and  formed  themselves  up  in  t\vo  long  lines,  between 
which  we  rattled  over  sundry  stones,  serving  as  an  irregulai* 
jjavement,  and  wei-e  pleased  to  l)e  told  that  our  destumtion 
for  the  night  had  been  reached.  jj 

We  were  m  the  to^vn  at  the  distance  we  had  proposed  at 
starting  hi  the  moniing,  and  there  was  the  inn  —  the  ^Shih 
Mim,^  or  Ilocky  Portal,  in  which  we  might  put  up*  Neither 
the  disconsolate-looking  tenements,  standing  as  if  hopelessly 
vacant,  with  their  dull  doors  and  windows  unoccupied,  nor 
the  outside  of  the  aiibertfe^  at  the  gate  of  which  the  muletee? 
halted,  gave  tokens  of  any  uncomnxon  degree  oi'  comfort  or 
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cLXJoity.     To  say  the  least  of  it,  the  localit}^  bore  a  very  sus- 

jpicdous  aspect,  notwithstanding  the  combined  protestations 

of*  Ma-foo  and  the  carter  to  the  contrary,  and  their  bold  and 

loud  testimonies  as  to  the  excellences  of  the   '  Tien.'     I 

^vrsLS  at  all  times  a  little  inclined  to   suspect  the  conduct 

aixd  feelings  of  the  natives,  among  whom  chance  ordained 

tiiAt  I  should  trust  myself  during  the  watches  of  the  night — 

not  that  I  was  afraid  of  them,  or  of  any  damage  they  might 

haTe  inflicted,  but  I  habitually  kept  a  sharp  look-out,  so 

as  not  to  be  thrown  off  my  guard.     My  misgivings  were 

increased  when,    on  making  the  customary  survey  before 

turning  in,  I  discerned,  a  few  dozen  paces  from  the  house, 

tt«tiled  high  up  against  the  grey  corticose  trunk  of  an  old 

wxUow,  one  of  those  horrid  wooden  golgothas,  through  the 

spars  of  which  might  be  seen  the  revolting,  corroded,  black 

'  caput  mortuum'  of  some  imfortunate  wretch,  who,  by  com- 

luitting  murder  or  robbery,  had  incurred  the  popular  penalty 

of  beheading. 

Small  time,  however,  was  there  for  consideration.     The 
cart  aad  its  attendants  had  passed  the  portal,  and  it  was 
incumbent  on  us  to  follow  suit.     Our  ponies  needed  no  in- 
centive, but  inished  eagerly  into  the  quadnmgle,  where  our 
^pleasant  feelings  ceased.     We  found  ourselves  in  one  of 
the  snuggest  little  places  we  had  yet  seen  in  Cliina,  which 
^dicated  a  nearer  approach  to  civilisation  than  any  of  the 
iovels  designated  '  inns '  occupied  by  us  since  our  departure 
*oni  Tien-tsin.     The  servants,  far  fi'om  manifesting  those 
*^gns  of  fear  or  curiosity  that  had  rendered  their  office  a 
^^eQure,  came  forward   with  alacrity.     With  as  much  ob- 
viousness  as  distino^uishes   the  Johns   and  Thomases  of 
'^  extern  lands,  they  took  our  ponies  by  the  bridles  while  we 
^isiifxounted,  as  if  they  had  been  all  their  lives  accustomed 
t^  foreigners,   and  assisted  the  carter  in  unharnessing  his 
fatigued  pair  of  mules  as  if  he  had  been  an  old  acquaintance. 
The  landlord,  a  fine,  stately,  strapping,  middle-aged  man, 
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with  as  welUfonned  and  good-huinoured  a  set  of  features  ^^ 
host  could  wish  to  be  furnished  with — and  a  jolly  eountenat^^^l 
shoxild  be  a  speciidity  in  a  Boniface — caitje  towards  xm^ 
streaking  his  thin  moustaclie  and  giving  one  or  two  jerks  e:»f 
his  head  to  adjust  the  luxurious  plaited  appendage  betwe^jB 
Ms  shoidders,  bestowing  on  us  our  guest  rite  in  a  very  grae^^- 
ful  genuflexion;  his  open  face  betraying  not  the  slightasfct 
vestige  of  sm^priscj  but  rather  pleasure  at  the  rencontre,  as 

it  said — 

'  Sirs,  you  are  very  welcome  to  our  house  t 
It  must  appear  in  other  ways  than  words, 
Therefore  I  scant  this  breatliing  courtesy.* 

In  a  word,  the  greeting  was  of  so  warm  a  nature,  that  o3 
the  spot  we  found^  as  it  were,  e  home;  and  we  were  domicilei 
for   the   next   eight   or  nine   hours  of  the  twenty-tour  a. 
securely  and  satisfactorily  under  the  roof  and  auspices  cr^ 
this  sober-cuniplexioned  %vorthy  as  if  some  twenty  thousiuic^^_ 
miles,  more  or  less,  did  not  intervene  between  us  and  tbi^^B 
most  commendable  family  hotel  within  the  pi'ecincts  of  th*^ 
world's  metropolis*     There  we  remained,  inhaling  the  pur^^ 
invigorating  mountain  air,  and  delighting  in  as  pleasant  s^^H 
hosteliy,  consistent  with  Chinese  taste  and  ideas  of  accom.  -^ 
modation,  as  anyone,  under  the  circumstances^  eould  desinr 

At  what  must  have  been  a  veiy  respectable  elevation  abo^ 
the  sea  level,  the  temperature  felt  agreeably  cool  and  evei 
bracing.     There  needed  no  better  proof  of  the  sanitary  co»^  ^ 
dition  of  the  place  than  the  evidence  of  oui*oivn  senses,  whe*^H 
we  had  the  opportunity  of  examinmg  the  healthy  bloom  o*^ 
the  cheeks  of  a  crowd  of  robust  individuals,  who  began  tz^^ 
straggle  into  the  enclosui'e  as  soon  as  they  heard  of  ou»-^ 
arrival. 

It  was  just  the  sort  of  place  medical  men  would  select 
sanatorium  for  people  worn  out  by  the  sultry,  relaxmg  hi 
of  the   plain ;    and   it   would    have    done   credit   to   th" 
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On  two  sides  of  the  spacious  yard,  built  up  against  the 
II gh  Ktone  waUs,  were  numerous  sheds  and  troughs  for  the 
K^mies ;  in  fronts  facing  the  street,  and  communicating  with 
fce  yard  and  that  thoi'oughfare  by  two  wide  doors,  were  the 
lom^ants'  hali,  the  kitchen^  the  public  salle-f^t-mamjer^  the 
lormitory  for  the  reception  of  the  humbler  and  less  ostenta- 
doits  class  of  wayfitrers,  and  the  general  rendezvous  for 
everybody, — saving  and  except  the  more  aristocratic  visitors^ 
! — all  in  one. 

From  this  sallied  forth^  when  required,  the  host,  the  cook, 
the  accountant,  the  scullion,  the  man-of-all-workj —  we  never 
in  the  whole  course  of  the  journey  saw  a  female  in  one  of 
these  higgledy-piggledy  abodes, — and  the  eager  crowd^  after 
they  had  discussed  the  best  mode  of  paying  us  a  ^dsit ;  and 
into  it  our  two  followei*s  were  only  too  ready  to  dive  when- 
ever our  backs  were  turned,  coming  out  again  highly  im- 
pregnated with  tlie  hea\T  alcoholic   effluvium  of  Samshu, 
which  acquisition  led  us  to  believe  that  the  inn  added  dram- 
shop to  its  other  functions. 

It  was  u  low,  murky,  single-storied  den,  redolent  of  the 
powerfid  fumes  of  all  sorts  of  volatile  ingredients ;  therefore, 
keeping  it  at  a  respectful  distance,  we  laced  about.  Beyond 
it,  there  was  a  tempomry  roof  of  fir-branches,  raised  on  poles 
"i  the  middle  of  the  yard,  wth  tubles  and  chairs  underneath 
fof  the  use  of  those  who  preferred  a  shady  retreat  in  the  open 
air  at  midday  to  the  sudorific  indoors,  aiid  where  the  hona- 
J^  travellers  took  up  their  quarters. 

A  regular  series  of  one-storied  stone-and-brick  buildings 
^^^  at  tlie  bottom  of  a  grassy  knoll,  on  which  the  never- 
absent  willow  and  pine-tree  waved  thickly  and  darkly  ag^iinst 
^hft  sides  of  the  precipitous  mountains  that  rose  immediately 
^  tlieir  rear :  their  spinous  ridges,  now  ominously  wrapped 
^n  dense  white  clouds,  indicated  an}i:hing  but  fine  weather* 

Under  the  leadership  of  our  long  white-robed  cicerone,  we 
were  conducted  to  these  neat  little  refuges,  and  indulged  in 
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a  peep  at  our  apartment.  The  inspection  was  in  every  vk 
calculated  to  please  ;  no  difficulty  was  experienced  in  reco^^ 
ciling  ourselves  to  such  good  luolc^  or  in  laying  ourselves  ot^^ 
for  a  night  of  supine  enjojonent,  as  a  sort  of  sequel  to  so  maT?j^^ 
days^  saddle  work.  V 

But,  while  preparations  are  being  made  for  dinner,  after 
we  have  imbibed  the  habitual  quantity  of  pure  cold  wat^r  and 
a  small  basin  of  hot  tea,  according  to  Ma-foo's  prescription, 
let  us  take  a  look  at  the  outside,  and  then  at  the  inside,  of 
this  model  habitation. 

Walking  in  the  courtyard,  we  discover  that  our  civil  land 
lord  is  a  family  man,  and  that  his  private  quarters  stand  behind 
the  other  buildings,  quite  out  of  the  way  of  ordinaiy  traffic* 
We  cast  our  eyes  that  way  ;  but  not  a  creature  is  moving. 
The  windows  are  completely  hid  by  a  low  wall  thro^vn  uji 
before  them,  which  is  wliitewashed  and  covered  witli  black 
characters,  expressing,  or  asking  for,  all  sorts  of  good  tilings. 
Finding  nothing*  in  this  direction,  we  betake  ourselves  again 
to  an  examination  of  the  skill  and  taste  expended  on  the 
ground  in  front  of  our  apartments,  and  find  occupation  ■ 
enough.  ■ 

From  one  end  of  the  range  to  the  other,  which  is  raised  _ 
three  or  four  steps  above  the  level  of  the  court,  a  wide  spaced 
is  partitioned  off  by  an  ingeniously  plaited  fence  of  millet 
stalk,  and  cut  out  in  miniature  terraces  for  the  reception  of 
plants  in  pots,— chiefly  three  varieties  of  hollyhock,  the  China 
aster,  and  some  kinds  of  roses  in  full  flower,  that  threw 
out  a  sweet  perfume  to  the  dewy  night, — with  an  abun- 
dance of  creepers  clinging  to  the  fence  and  festooning  the 
front  of  the  house, —  crimson  amaranths  lending  their  ga; 
colours  to  blend  with  the  hues  of  the  evergreen  shrubs  inte: 
spersed  among  them. 

At  each  side  of  the  doonvay,  i*esting  on  rugged  pillai*s 
rockwork,  are  immense  glazed  vases  iiUed  with  water,  on  the 
suiface  of  which  float  fine  specimens  of  the  almost  idolised 
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water  lily — ^just  on  the  point  of  blooming,  with  black  and 
red  gold  fish  swimming  around  the  stems,  and  sporting  under 
the  great  palmate  leaves — cmdous-looking  animals,  with  an 
extraordinary  developement  of  the  caudal  fin,  and  eyes 
protruding  fiir  beyond  their  heads.  In  one  corner  arc  some 
dwarf  finiit  trees,  the  most  notable  of  which  is  the  species  of 
citron  called  the  *  fingers  of  Buddha' — fi'om  the  digitat<3d 
maimer  in  which  the  fruit  grows — the  plum-tree,  and  the 
peach,  the  double  blossoms  of  which,  in  the  early  spring 
months,  form  such  a  beautiful  spectacle  hi  northern  gardens. 

These  signs  of  attention  to  embellishment  and  neatness 
gave  quite  a  chann  to  the  whole  of  the  place,  and  tended 
more  to  please  one  mth  the  establishment,  than  if  it  had 
been  a  great  deal  more  pretending.  The  rooms,  too,  were 
Mr  models  of  the  North  China  dwellings,  and  showed  the 
same  regard  for  the  just  disposition  of  the  mhior  details. 
The  entu'e  building  had  been  erected  in  the  undeviating 
style  of  architecture  of  the  countr}^,  ertibracing  nothing 
either  of  grandeur  or  splendour,  and  scarcely  boiisting  any- 
thing more  than  a  series  of  roofs  supported  by  plain  walls, 
such  as  would  mark  the  earliest  attempts  of  a  people  re- 
linquishmg  the  tents  of  a  nomadic  life.  From  the  palace 
to  the  temple,  and  from  the  temple  through  all  the  different 
classes  of  tenement  do^vn  to  the  lowest  hovel  of  mud, 
the  same  primitive  elements  prevail,  and  are  retained 
in  what  must  be  nearly  all  their  early  simplicity ;  the  only 
attempts  at  ornamentation  being  chiefly  lavished  on  the* 
roofs.  In  the  south  of  China,  and  more  especially  in  the 
larger  cities  —  not  excepting  the  more  northern  city  of 
Shanghai — very  many  of  the  houses  are  two-storied,  and 
furnished  with  a  small  wooden  staircase  inside  ;  in  the  north 
not  a  dwelling  could  we  see  of  more  than  one  stor}^,  save  the 
larger  temples  at  Peking  and  Tien-tsin,  where  a  row  of 
musty  rooms  were  sometimes  piled  on  the  lower  tier. 

The  ground  floor  seems  to  be  all  that  is  necessaiy  or 
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d«*sirable,  in  a  land  where  cultivation  demands  so  much  space 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  inhal>itaiits,  though  for  what 
I'eason  it  would  he  hard  to  discover,  unless  it  be  true  that  no 
structures  are  permitted  to  be  raised  higher  than  the  temples,  ^ 
or  that  the  female  portion  of  the  eonnnunity,  in  coneequence  ^ 
of  their  distorted  feet,  are  considered  unable  to  ajseend  or 
descend  stairs;  so  that  a  wastefiil  extent  of  ground  is  covered  I 
by  low  buildings,  and  occupied  by  extravagantly  propoi'tioned  ~ 
courtyards,  without  any  commenaiu^ate  advantage* 

There  is  a  sense  of  littleness  in  the  geneml  conception, 
of  triviality  and  toyishness  in  all  tlie  details,  that  is  imme- 
diately impi*essed  upon  the  stranger,  somehow  or  other,  at 
first  uiifavourtd>ly*  In  time,  however,  he  peix^eives  a  happy 
mixture  of  simpUeity,  and  even  elegance,  ui  the  light  and  airy 
niaiisions,  suificient  to  demand  some  amount  of  a^lmimtion. 

The  geneml  al>sence  of  stone  blocks  in  buildings  of  any 
height,  the  substitution  for  these  of  brick  in  thin  weak  walls, 
and  a  predominance  of  timber  in  the  composition  of  all 
dwellings  m\d  public  edifices,  tend  to  early  decay — ^a  result 
very  much  accelemted  by  the  hea\^  overdone  roofe ;  so  that, 
like  many  things  one  sees,  reads,  and  hears  about  in  China, 
the  national  architecture  presejits  a  tottering,  dilapidated 
apf>earance  everywhere,  even  within  the  sacred  precincts  of 
the  Imperial  residence  at  Peking. 

It  seems  strange,  that  thougli  the  Chinese  have  an 
abundance  of  excellent  granite  and  other  stone,  perhaps  more 
'  easily  wrought,  in  the  lofty  but  accessible  ranges  of  hills 
bordering  the  greater  portion  of  the  rich  alluvial  plain  in 
which  their  principal  cities  and  towns  are  situated,  with 
rivers,  streams,  and  canals  on  which  to  transport  them,  yet, 
except  for  some  unimportant  purpose,  such  as  paving  streets 
with  slabs  here  and  there,  fonuing  foundations  for  city  wallsj 
building  bridges,  or  steps  tor  doonvays,  they  do  not  avail 
themselves  of  the  advantage.  They  prefer  the  emplojTnent  of 
brick  and  wood  chiefly,  if  not  altogetherj  in  the  erection  of 
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public  and  private  edifices,  contrasting  in  this  respect  with 
tlae  ancient  Egyptians,  who  quarried  and  conveyed  to  great 
distances  the  indestructible  granite  rock  wherewith  to  build 
&xkd  adorn  those  wondrous  structures,  those  enduring  remains 
of  departed  magnificence,  which  remain  marvels  to  the 
ti^aveller  who  rides  among  them  for  hundreds  of  miles  in  the 
v^dley  of  the  Nile. 

Despising  or  fearing  all  without  her  wide  boundaries — a 
comparatively  refined  nation  when  other  countries  were 
almost  totally  uncivilised,  rendered  independent  by  her 
immense  wealth  and  wide  range  of  climates,  as  well  as  by 
the  industry  of  her  peacefiil  subjects,  of  the  kingdoms 
around —  China  has  exercised  but  little  influence  in  modify- 
ing or  directing  the  progress  of  either  the  antique  or  modem 
world. 

Nevertheless,     by    maintaining    an    isolated    self-reliant 
position,  and  inhibiting  all  intercourse  with  other  peoples — 
building,  inventing,  labouring,  and  regulating  after  her  own 
fcshion,  more  for  the  present  than  the  fixture — she  has, 
according  to  Chinese  notipns,  done  all  that  was  requi^'ed  to 
constitute  her  a  great   empire ;  while  the  Egyptians  and 
Assyrians  have  been  swept  away,  leaving  nothing  but  their 
indelible   traditions   and   fancies   figured    on    the    desolate 
fragments  of  grand  temples  and  cities;  and  Greek  and  Roman 
have  faded  away,  endowing,  however,  the  art  of  our  day  with 
Availed  models.     With  convenient  materials  well  adapted 
fopcaiTing  in  plenty,  with  the  use  of  which  for  other  pur- 
poses Chuiamen  seem  to  be  well  acquainted,  it  is  astonishing 
^tat  they  did  not  avail  themselves  of  their  aid  to  perpetuate 
*he  memories  of  theu'  divinities,  emperors,  heroes,  or  scholars 
—the  more    especially  as    all    their    oldest    mythological 
*Degt)ries  represent  Pwanku,  the  first  man,   chiselling  the 
heavens  out  of  chaos,  and  images  were  introduced   at  no 
veiy  remote  date  for  purposes  of  worship,  nearly  all  of  which 
are  formed  from  wood  or  mud. 
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They  have  a  cupola-shaped  monument  in  the  Lama  temple, 
at  the  northern  subui-b  of  Peking, —  a  curious  erection,  o\ 
white  marble,  covered  with  elabomtely-cut  historical  or  alle- 
gorical subjects  in  basso  and  alto-reliem.  It  was  built  to 
commemorate  the  death  of  Pan-Shen  Lama,  who,  in  th 
forty -fourth  year  of  Kiengdung^  came  to  Peking,  and  *  went' 
to  rest '  in  the  temple,  fi*om  whence  His  Majesty  sent  him 
back  to  Tldbet  in  a  golden  pagoda  or  mausoleum.  Some 
graveyiirds  also  contain  a  few  laboriously-wixjught^  but 
unique  specuneiis  of  carving,  all  of  modern  production,  an 
in  all  probability  the  result  of  Jesuit  instruction  ;  hut  thei'e 
is  scarcely  any  prot*f  that  sculpture,  as  an  ai*t,  has  been 
reco^ised  in  the  empire. 

I  discovered  some  old  figures  in  the  fields  near  Tien-tsin, 
luilf  buried  in  the  soil,  disfigured,  and  othenvise  neglectedj 
of  men — ^  priests  and  warriot^s  they  appeared  to  be^ — and 
women,  wearing  strange  costumes,  with  horses  ready  saddle^ 
and  cattlcj  sheep,  and  dogs,  all  of  life  size,  and  hewn  out  of 
the  common,  greyish-blue,  compact  limestone,  found  in  tb 
nei^chbourint'  hills* 

Without  the  Shanghai  city  walls,  in  a  little  garden, 
met  with  fac-similes  of  these,  but  generally  defaced  and 
without  dates,  though  they  are  sometimes  asserted  to  l^elong 
to  the  early  days  of  the  Ming  d}iiasty,  —  no  farther  back 
than  six  centuries,  —  and  are  supposed  to  be  fragments  of 
the  tombs  of  high  pei'i^onages,  each  group  domg  duty  as 
attendants  to  serve  in  Hades, 

Too  much  engaged  in  their  easy  work-a-day  world,  un- 
mindful of  the  future,  and  ever  looking  back  towards  theii^ 
ancient  customs  and  institutions,  instead  of  forward  to  a 
higher  state  of  civilisation,  all  their  actions  biassed  by  their 
rigidly  economical  and  calculating  minds,  the  men  of  tb 
Middle  Kingdom  are  not  likely  to  sacrifice  titne  and  labour  ill 
what  does  not  possess  the  recommendation  of  present  utilitj'* 

One  might  have  conchuled  that  a  difference  of  climate,  ^ 
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pom  a  pret^  equable  southern  temperature  to  one  of  wide 
ixid  severe  extremes,  would  have  caused  the  Northern  Chinese 
to  modify  their  tastes  in  regard  to  the  construction  of  their 
l^vellings,  and  meet  the  requirements  of  the  seasons  by  suit- 
Bkble  arrangements  within  doors ;  but  no — each  house  is  made 
Eis  (^pen,  airy,  and  summer-like,  and  yet  as  confined,  as  if  the 
txx^ical  heat  never  disappeared,  and  its  inmates  were  con- 
demned to  an  unvarying  round  of  hot  days  and  years. 

No  provision  is  made  for  the  bitter  winter, — when  an  in- 
tensely chiUy  gale  from  the  Gulf  drives  the  blood  into  the 
mnermost  recesses  of  the  body,  leaving  every  exposed 
smfice  liable  to  fix)st-bite, — except  the  oven  couch  that 
ad<»iis  every  apartment,  and  which  I  thought  such  a  sin- 
gular contrivance  the  first  time  I  saw  it  in  a  rude  hovel  at 
Talien-whan  Bay. 

The  walls  are — underneath  those  climbing  plants — built 
of  tiie  blue  bricks  in  universal  use,  north  and  south,  and 
which  are  here,  like  the  men  who  employ  them,  larger  and  of 
more  substance  than  those  seen  at  Shanghai  or  more 
southerly ;  and  in  very  workmanlike  style  are  laid  in'  even 
courses,  with  no  stone  foundation,  as  such  a  substantial  sub- 
structure is  rare.  But  in  every  house  in  and  around  Tien- 
t8iii,and  along  the  whole  route,  when  formed  of  bricks,  there 
18  a  peculiarity  I  have  never  observed  elsewhere.  About  two 
or  three  feet  fi'om  the  ground,  separating  one  tier  of  bricks 
from  that  above,  is  a  layer  of  coarse  straw,  laid  transversely 
snd  closely,  and  trimly  cut  off*  to  a  level  with  the  wall,  in  the 
&ce  of  which  it  looks  rather  odd. 

To  our  enquiries  as  to  the  beneficial  effects  expected  from 
this  infirm  introduction,  the  only  reasonable  reply  has  been 
that  it  prevents  the  soo-chee^  or  '  Spring-damp,'  from  rising 
^d  diffusing  itself  within  the  building,  where  it  would  remain 
^til  the  winter,  when,  becoming  frozen,  it  would  expand  and 
throw  asunder  the  bricks,  and  be  very  likely  to  cause  the 
downfidl  of  the  whole  fabric.     Whether  this  be  true  or  not, 
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without  more  experience  it  would  be  rash  tor  me  to  say ;  but 
certain  it  is,  tliat,  either  owing  to  this  precaution,  or  to  th^fl 
diy  state  of  the  atmosphere  throughout  the  year,  damp  and 
its  results  are  never  discernible  in  tlie  exteriors  or  interiors  m 
of  tlie  houses  so  prepared.  B 

The  Chinese  have  so  long  dwelt  in  raised  dwellings  of  this 
description,  and  their  powers  of  observation  are  so  keen  in 
such  matters,  that  a  knowledge  of  their  habits  predisposes 
one  to  believe  their  explanation,  and  give  them  credit  for^ 
their  acuteness,  ™ 

All  the  first  and  middle*class  houses  I  have  seen  were 
enclosed  within  high  walls  of  brick  or  mud,  and  the  veriest  f 
plebeian^  the  poorest  mg  or  paper-gatherer,  or  the  almost  out- 
cast proprietor  of  a  den  under  a  city  wall,  contrives  to  appro- 
priate a  scrap  of  ground, — a  sort  of  neuti^  territory,  hemmed 
in  from  public  intrusion, — after  the  manner  of  their  superiors. 
These  better  houses  are  often  sitimted  in  the  strangest  out- 
of-the-way  nooks  and  narrow  lanes  ;  and,  when  they  chance  | 
to  be  in  a  trading  thoroughtlire,  the  appearance  of  the  gloomy 
wall  gives  no  token  of  what  nxay  be  within,  though  it  imparts  M 
a  miserable  chamcter  to  what  might  othei'wise  be  a  cheerful 
street ;  so  that  when  the  European  traveller  ascends  the  few 
low  steps  that  lie  before  the  narrow  doorway  of  a  tolenil>ly 
well-to-do  Chinaman's  private  abode,  and,  bent  on  pajing  a 
*  chin-chinning,'  or  domiciliary  ^dsit  to  the  good  man^  passes  m 
between  two  conical  stone  guaixlians,  something  like  rabid 
dogs,  with  fierce,  open  mouths,  protruded  tongues,  and  dumb*  M 
hells  round  their  necks,  he  is  surprised  to  find  a  spacious  " 
courtyard,  paved  with  bricks  or  tiles,  leading  perhaps  to 
several  others,  and  summer-house-like,  self-contained  build- 
ings for  every  purpose  of  domestic  life,  methodically,  though 
sometimes  intricately,  arranged.  fl 

A  wall  is  now  and  then  found  in  the  yard  facing  the  outer 
door,  on  one  side  of  which  is  a  little  niche  with  the  joss 
shi*ine — a  smoky  little  idol  with  a  pot  before  it,  in  which  the 
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propitiary  incense-sticks  are  to  be  burnt* — and  on  the  other, 
flowery  mscriptions  in  puzzling  characters  of  great  size, 
which,  translated  into  our  plain  language,  signify  the  most 
ardent  invocations  to  their  gods,  or  desires  for  the  usual  good 
fortune  of  a  Chinese ;  profuse  sentiments,  such  as  '  May  the 
beautiful  stars  of  heaven  shine  continually  on  this  door,'  or 
*  May  the  moon  with  its  heavenly  light  shed  eternal  beams 
of  felicity  on  this  house,'  &c. 

The  chief  point  of  attraction  for  displaying  their  peculiar 

*;i«tes,  as  I  before  remarked,  seems  to  be  on  the  roof,  which 

ia  heavily  overdone  with  all  kinds  of  ridges  imd  fuiTows, 

«::5urved  and  straight  lines,  and  layers  of  ponderous  blue  tiles 

^^jranged  in  a  grotesque  fashion — the  large  semi-cylhidrical 

^:i»nes  at  the  comers  being  deeply  indented  with  the  character 

''that  indicates  or  expresses  '  longevity ' — perhaps  the  most 

^^)opular  in  the  language,  figuring  as  it  does  not  only  on  the 

^2nds  of  the  tiles,  but  in  some  conspicuous  place  on  almost 

^^very  article — on  their  coffins,  theii*  chairs,  caps,  and  shoes, 

^Dn  articles  of  ornament  as  well  as  those  of  utility,  in  the 

Kjeremonies  at  birth,  marriage,  and  burial.  It  was  not  thought 

out  of  place  on  the  nimble  legs  of  our  soldier-friend  at  the 

Xan-ho  ferry,  and,  indeed,  in  some  form  or  another — ^for  it  is 

"written  in  about  fifty  different  ways,  and  nearly  every  one 

at  all  educated  can  read  the  whole  of  them — it  meets  the  eye 

^very^vhere. 

The  main  courtyard  of  large  houses,  has  a  very  lofty 
structure  of  poles  and  laths  covered  by  matting — this  our 
intelligent  landlord  has  copied  in  his  own  rustic  way  in  that 
cool  shed  before  us — during  the  hot  summer  months;  and 
these  tall  fabrics  form  very  striking  and  prominent  features 
in  towns,  where  all  the  buildings  are  about  the  same  height. 


*  Just  as  the  Greeks  had  an  altar  to  Apollo,  their  tutelary  divinitj, 
the  sacred  laurel  tree,  or  a  head  of  Hermes  or  Mercury,  in  the  same 
situation. 
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But  the  quarters  for  domestics,  and  especially  for  the  porter, 
near  the  street-entrance  are  left  to  broil  in  the  sun,  while 
it  is  only  the  more  dignified  and  select  portions  of  the 
habitiition  remotest  from  the  front — ^those  kept  secluded  from 
the  ken  of  the  world — that  i>articipate  in  the  deep  shelter 
thus  aflForded. 
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8Tri»^USTIT10US  FANCIES  —  THE  HOBSE-SHOE  —  WORDS  OF  GOOD  OMEN  — 
C3:^MNESE  LABES  AND  PENATES  —  HOUSEHOLD  FUBNITURE  —  USE  OF  THE 
m  —  HOT  AIR  —  THE  DOMESTIC  HEARTH  —  PREFERENCE  FOR  AN 
rOLISH  FIRESIDE  —  A  CHINESE  ARMOURY  —  USE  OF  THE  BOW  —  MUS- 
'lAR  DEVELOPEMENT  —  THROWING  THE  STONE  — A  PLEASANT  REFEC- 
^-K-ON  —  CHINESE   RESPECT   FOR  AGE  —  A  NIGHT   STORM  —  OUR   ARMS. 

i\     IBSURD  superstitious  practices,  and  the  effects  of  idle 

^"^^     fancies,  nurtured  and  strengthened  by  a  false  religion — 

^  ^"^^ligion  nothing  better  than  a  tissue  of  incongruous  fables 

^^^  puerile  delusions — run  riot  everywhere  in  the  public 

S^'^^;  and  sorcerers,  necromancei's,  and  soothsayers  are  ever 

^^    request  to  help  those  ignorant  people  who,  haunted  by 

"^^  fortune,  malignant  spirits,  or  unpropitious  influences,  are 

^^ady  to  come  down  handsomely  to  induce  the  sorcerer  to 

"^^rd  off  real  or  prospective  disasters,  by  incantations,  phil- 

^rs,  or  timely  notice  of  the  impending  calamity. 

This  state  of  mind  is  more  noticeable  in  large  cities,  such 
^  Tien-tsin,  than  in  the  countrj^,  and  though  it  jars  very* 
^uch  on  one's  feelings,  and  excites  a  sincere  pity,  it  cannot 
l)e  forgotten  that  the  most  refined  nations  of  antiquity  shared 
similar  delusions,  and  that  even  in  our  own  land — ^not  many 
generations  ago— they  flourished  as  luxuriantly.* 

Looking  at  the  two  half-doors  near  which  I  am  standing, 
I  see  what  corresponds  to  a  superstitious  safeguard  yet  to 

*  It  is  impossible  to  forget  that  bj  order  of  a  papal  bull,  the  Inquisition 
hunted  out  and  destroyed  100,000  victims  for  witchcraft  in  Germany ;  that 
30,000  people  suffered  execution  for  the  same  in  England  ;  and  about  the 
year  1515, 500  witches  were  burnt  in  three  months  at  Geneva. 
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be  found  on  bam-dooi'S  ^id  stables  in  England — tl 
horse-shoe-  This  is  sometimes  transferred  to  flouting  habi- 
tations, such  m  fishing-bouts,  and  even,  if  I  remember 
right,  to  more  formidable  craft — and  had  not  the  immortal 
Nelson  a  rusty  symbol  of  tliis  description  nailed  to  the  main 
or  mizen-mast  of  liis  invidnenible  flag-ship  ?  In  Gay'sfl 
humorous  fable  of  the  old  woman  and  her  catSj  he  makes 
her  complain  that 


'  Straws  laid  across,  my  pfttli  retnrdp 
The  horse-shoe  naird,  each  threahold*s  guard,' 


i 
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And  so  might  the  witches,  warlocks,  and  foul  spirits  in  North 
Chuia  grumble  at  similar  agencies  Ibr  their  discomfiture ;  for 
in  addition  to  the  remarkable  way  in  which  the  builders  have 
endeavoured  to  avoid  placing  dooi-ways  so  as  to  tace  each 
other,  Ijclieving  that  it  prevents  the  ready  exit  or  entrance* 
of  the  mmwak  ffens  from  place  to  place — two  deities^  one 
pasted  against  *each  half  of  the  door,  keep  watch  and  ward  ■ 
over  the  portal  intrusted  to  their  supervision.  M 

Chinese  history  declares  that  a  spell  or  charm,  consisting 
of  the  words  '  Mun-tee '  or  '  Tiui-foo,'  specially  devised  for 
the  subjugation  or  banishment  of  such  baneful  incorporeal 
beings,  was  introduced  for  the  pTOtection  of  the  liege  subjects 
who  might  be  troubled  by  such  visitants,  and  that  it  con-  fl 
"SiSted  of  the  four  words  Shin-tu  and  Yuh-li,  which  are  the 
names  of  these  gods.  There  they  an,%  more  ferocious  and 
teiTor-inspiring  than  any  of  the  bugbcHi-s  of  the  nurseiy,  in 
menacmg  postures,  flourishing  clubs  and  swinging  great 
swords.  One  is  a  white  King  of  Hearts'  fiice,  the  other  a 
thorough  gi'im-griffin-hoof — a  sort  of  salamander,  with  a 
Gorgon  expression  of  countenance,  and  a  complexion  of  a 
strong  brick-red,  fix^m  out  of  which  lai-ge  black  tmd  wlute 
cmb-eyes  are  jumping  in  quite  a  demoniacal  flishioiij  suffi- 
ciently horrible  to  send  any  nmabur  of  children  into  con- 
\Tilsions  of  fright. 
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Sometimes,  and  more  particularly  in  Tieii-tsbij  the  silly 
notions  ol'  the  people  show  themselves  in  a  slightly  different 
foiTxi,  These  are  le.ss  easily  noticed  by  the  careless  observer 
UCM.  the  thronged  and  narrow  streets,  but  are  novel,  if  not 
int€E^ Testing,  when  discovered.  If  a  house  abuts  upon  or 
5t:^LB:xds  before  the  end  of  a  lane  or  passage,  the  side  looking 
to^^^i^xirds  that  passage  almost  invariably  has  a  small  tile  or 
sXcLn>  of  stone  let  into  it,  with  an  inscription  which  varies 
'^^ri'tli  the  fancy  of  the  owner,  the  opinion  of  the  fortune-telling 
ssLg-^,  or  the  localit)'  from  whence  the  tablet  may  have  been 
proc:ured. 

-An  inscription  of  this  kind  on  a  large  slab  of  blue  slate^ 
neatly  cut  and  painted,  as  if  it  demanded  care  and  attention, 
I  se,w  in  the  wing  of  a  brick  building  at  the  foot  of  a  by- 
line, not  far  from  the  banks  of  the  Peiho;  and,  curious  to 
know  its  meaningj  I  obtained  a  translation  of  it.  It  was  simply 
^  tlic  effect  that  '  This  stone  was  brought  from  the  province 
*^f  Shantimg,  and  placed  here  to  prevent  the  e\il  influences  of 
^^  lane  coming  near  this  house.' 

This  inscri]>tion  is  likely  to  excite  a  lively  degree  of  in- 

^<-*rc?st  in  the  scholar,  from  its  sLmilaritj^  to  those  of  a  like 

^^itiire  preserved  lunong  the  remains  of  Roman  signs  and 

l^*^Vt.*ments  brought  to  light  in  EngUmd  and  elsewhere,  where 

^*^  Vocations  to  the  genius  loci  for  good  fortune,  frequently  con- 

^1  Milled   with   a   desire  to  be  spared    from  misfortune  and 

^*^*ligTi  influences*     For  example^  on  the  shattered  surface  of 

*^  ^^!isc*lated  |mvement  foimd  in  the  ruins  of  what  had  been 

'^  Jtoman  private  house  at  Salzburg,  in  Germany,  an  almost 

*^^^M.ccd  writing  has  become  ajiparent,  but  in  a  fingmentary 

^^izidition,  signifying  — 

' .  ,  .  .  (Name  of  the  perBon  is  lost)  Hie  habitiit  z 
NUiil  intret  niBli  I '  * 


«(- — ^  dwells  here — ^may  nothing  evil  enter  I  * 
ike  Sa^rojh  hy  T,  Wright,  Esq.,  London. 


Tke  Celt,  the  Boman, 
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At  Other  timesi  instead  of  the  written  cliaractcr,  I  have  o^ 
served  tlie  Yang  ym  pah  kiva  —  a  species  of  religious  '  mystri^  ^ 
cabahi,'  made  up  of  combinations  of  the  monad  and  dua^^ 


# 


principles  of  Chinese  philosophy,  with  eight  tables  arran, 
in  circles  around  the  tadpole4ike  symbol,  which  is  illustrative 
of  the  reciprocal  state  of  everything  in  the  Celestial^ s  material 
world. 

liut  I  have  remained  long  enough  outside  ;  it  ia  almost 
dark,  and  the  atmosphere  feels  rather  damp,  in  consequence 
of  tlie  descent  of  the  heavy  clouds  within  a  veiy  short  dis- 
tance of  the  house  :  so  I  will  go  in  for  the  night. 

The  door  opetis  on  an  apartment  which  we  may  suppose 
is  the  hall  or  ante-room,  and  from  which  an  inner  room 
bmnches  off  to  the  right  and  left.  The  floors,  both  of  inner 
and  outer  rooms,  are  of  square  tiles,  and  look  cool  enough 
for  summer,  but  very  shivery  for  winter.  The  walls  are 
covered  with  a  white  satin  or  silver}^  paper,  and  are  adorned 
with  sctoIIs  and  labels*  On  a  table  in  the  centre  stands, 
wondei^d  to  behold,  a  very  common  glass  globe  -^  the  most 
important  curiosity  in  the  house — set  off  as  it  is  on  a  very 
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presuniing  stand  of  walnut  wood,  and  placed  in  the  stituation       , 
T^rhere  it  can  be  most  advantageously  seen  by  the  pitronisers  fl 
of    the  mn,  when  they  seek   the  hospitality  of  the  ^Shih 
Miin.' 

I  can  scarcely  do  less  than  salute  the  Lares  and  Penates^ 
w\\<y  are  worshipped  in  a  little  red-painted  box,  with  a  row  of 
gilt  attributes  on  each  side,  on  the  wall^  facing  the  door. 

There  are  tivo  household  gods  sitting,  in  the  dull  light  of 
4:^v^o  vennilion-coated  candles,  with  legs  crossed,  and  one  hand 
acLixionishingly  uplifted,  as  if  gii'ing  a  lecture  on  the  nature 
an<i  propei*ties  of  the  varied  assortment  of  vegetal>le  and 
aja^rxnal  messes  laid  before  them  in  little  cups,  or  rebuking 
tlK^ir  Pagan  supporters  for  some  neglect  of  religious  rite  or 
^i^^inance.  The  strong  camphorous  stnell  of  the  burning 
^^^^c^ense-sticks  pervades  eveiy  corner.  fl 

The  landlord  is  anxious  that  we  should  take  the  right- 
naxxd  room,  but  we  prefer  the  left,  because  it  affords  us  a 
^-'Iao^bcc  of  ventilating  the    place  by  throwing    the  mndow 
*^pen  —  an  operation  that  could  not  have  been  peribrmed  for 
iia^Eny  years  before*     The  peoi)le  wonder  at  our  exhibiting 
^^ch  a  liking  for  fresh  air,  but  are  not  displeased,  as  it  gives  fl 
^ne  outside  folks  an  opportunity  of  observing   our  doings™ 
"^vithin,  for  tlie  wndows  all  look  into  the  courtyard,  and  that 
^s  pretty  well  crowded  by  a  very  orderly  congregation  of  vil- 
lagers, who  look  and  smoke,  but  ai*e  sparing  of  noise  or  talk. 
Jlte  frames,  though  stoutly  made,  stand  great  risk  of  being  fl 
ssBiashed  in  the  efforts  made  to  throw  them  outwards;  andH 
the  paper  panes  do  not  escape  unscathed  ;  but  this  does  not 
inuch  matter ;  they  are  easily  repaired.     It  is  only  in  some 
^f  the  better  class  houses,  near  Tien -t sin,  that  one  or  two 
Jane^  of  glass  to  a  window  are  to  be  seen  —  that  luxuiy 
never  extending  itself  to  the  common  dwellings,  where  the 
Use  of  thin  white  paper  —  sometimes  oiled  to  increase  its 
translucency  —  calico,  or  occasionally  ground  oyster-shells, 
makes  everything  without  undis?tinguishable,  while  throwing 
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At  other  tiiiii  -  .     -t'  tlio  liouscs  not  at  all 

seiwed  tlic  )'■  .-  L  tond  so  luiicli  to  lisfliten 

«_ 

cabala,'  nnuh  -.     sas    srlass    prociiraliU*.    are 

.    :';i|U'r   would  be  iisi'b-s^  in 
^  ...   vratluT. 

i'  .'  -V   hous(»liold  is  lii'avy,  elunisv. 

;!"  ideas  of  eabinet-work,  thoujili 

xtiumslii])  in  its  eonstnietion.     It 

-  '^«'<ides  tabli's,   cliairs,  and  low 

'»  arils  and  sctimtis.     Many  intrO' 

-.      I  »h  are  as  uneonifortable  as  they 

X    ..   r!u'  h(Uisi'>  are   not  ailapted   for 

.    %y  showi'd  that  tlicy  were  very  de- 

.    v'UH'rfubu'ss.    partienlarly    by    the 

•  j:!-:iTes.  for  wliit'li,  in  thi*  eyes  of  a 

•  ^'vMupcnsariiMi.  The  inniati-s  have 
..  ■■;*  very  \\\'\\  too,  in  <levisini:  means 
I    able  to  palliatr  rlie  eohl  by  the  au- 

hoat.   ar.d    wirh-'ii:    all    that    du?t. 

-  I'^'vati'*:!  tlia:  \\\  iit-avly  i/Vt-rv  cast- 
^^    .  !*    v.. "V.i' •:>::.•'.:    ^^^    exrriu]»ori<cd    in 

^  ;i:  ri;.-  i::-^  ::'\.j:  .  :'  ilir  oold  wuathcr, 
.     '.\    ''\  :;m:  !;  •::'-  i'  '■;-.  art^^'f  warniinir 

•  •.  :•-*  .;•    :   -:  \    -.  :.:  v.   i\..\'nvrnient 

.  .  ^  :'...."    :  .     ••..•-•':...  T'lat  arc  in 

"  ■  •-;  ■  '   -.    ••    ■"•    •••.   lliT.^-h'Uix*  a-- 

'  ..^  .  T'v  ■   s.  w*.'.":i.  ill   tin- 

■\    v'^   ,..'""  -■    •■■.^-  :-    wtll    a-» 

X,  ••  v..  ■■'    '  .  *  -  '*^.  :y  :  thi-^e 

.•■""-'       ,   '   :•'•  •  !  bri.-k, 

^.      •  •     ^   :         -        '      --   :'.      It  is 

-         ■  '        -     :   :':•-! V.   the 

,   .     V.   •.     ,  :       ::■-:.  !iyiH>. 
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Mim^^t^  though  it  does  not  bei^^  the  same  tokens  of  skill  and 
^^fi  xiement  that  can  be  traced  in  recently  disinterred  villas. 
<Z>iitside  the  apai'tment,  and  below  the  level  of  the  floorj 
^  small  cavity  where  the  fire  is  kindled  and  attended  to 
^  the  domestics,  who  do  not  require  to  enter  the  house  for 
purpose,  Fix)m  this  little  pit  flues  spring  upwards,  and 
»T*ooeed  in  a  divergent  manner  under  the  stove-bed  until 
gain  the  farther  extremity,  when  they  converge  to  meet 
the  chimney,  which  rises  through  the  gable-end  of  the 
iiouise  and  carries  off  the  smoke.  In  summer  or  winter  it  is 
never  slept  on,  unless  prudently  covered  by  thick  felt  and 
rusli  matting:  the  people  say  it  is  productive  of  bad  effects  if 
UHed  without  these  adjuncts,  imd  they  cite  a  maxim  of  theirs — 
sur<i  to  be  derived  fit>m  that  invaluable  moniti>r,  experience 

to  the  effect,  '  that  it  is  safer  and  always  more  preferable 

to  lie  on  a  cold  bed/  that  is  on  an  ordinaiy  wooden  bed, 
*  thaji  on  a  cold  furnace,*  meaning  the  un heated  bare  bench. 
^-uc^se  coveiingB  modify  and  retain  for  a  long  time  the  trans- 
''^Jtted  heat  when  the  apparatus  is  in  play;  and  if  a  Chinese 
s^r^ant  manages  the  fire  below,  and  does  not  allow  it  to  bum 
Hp^  fiercely  until  the  mass  has  reached  the  proper  tempera- 
Thj*^^  the  bed  made  on  it  is  not  at  all  to  be  cavilled  at^  but 
^^  really  veiy  cosy  and  soponfic,  when  the  mercury  of  the 
^^Tuiometer  in  the  open  air  has  fullen  below  zero. 

As  far  as  fiiel  is  concerned,  the  thing  is  economical  in  the 
Extreme — a  great  object  where  this  very  essential  ingredient 
^  "^vinter  comfort  is  so  scarce  and  dear — because  the  strong 
^*4tTi;nt  of  air  set  in  motion  by  the  flame  accelerates  the 
^^^ning  of  the  wood  or  millet-stems  in  the  fire-pit — ^the 
^tive  coal  is  too  hard  and  stony  for  such  a  purpose — and 
**<^  hluze  is  carried  for  a  considemble  distance  thmiigh  the 
^ck-partitioned  fines ;  consequently  it  often  happens  that 
end  of  the  fabric  most  remote  fiTim  the  fuel  is  sooner 


th, 


^^n  than  the  other  portions.     A  moderate  fire  burning  for 
^  horn's  before  going  to  bed  will  impart  heat  enough  to 
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make  the  structure   agreeable   until  the   morning.     When 
kept  going  in  the  day-time,  if  the  doora  are  closed  and  the  , 
seams   protected  by   the    thick    quilted    mats,   for   whose 
suspension  we  see  those  metal  hooks  stuck  in  the  lintel  of  | 
our  present  bedchamber  door,  life  is  supportable. 

On  such  elevations  the  northern  Chinese  appear  to  spend ' 
the  greater  part  of  their  indoor  time  during  winter,  and  all 
the  membei^s  of  the  family  huddle  on  them  instead  of  the 
floor  when  occupied  in  play,  sewing,  or  reading  ;  indeed,  it  is 
the  only  endurable  part  of  the  establishment  during  rigorous  f 
weather,  as  the  cold-blooded  folks  seldom  tliink  of  putting  ■ 
carpets  or  matting  on  the  chilly  flags  composing  the  floor,  and  _ 
eveiy  other  nook  and  crajiny  is  as  open  as  a  cow-shed.  1 

The  arrangement,  however,  has  serious  dniwbacks.     Mud 
and  earth   enters  so  largely  into  the   composition   of  the  A 
stove  inside  and  out,  that  when  reall^^  hot,  the  i*oom  becomes 
filled  with  a  sickly  effluvium  as  if  from  the  mould  of  a  newly 
dug  gmve ;  and  the  air  fuels  so  warm  and  diy,  that  nobody  _ 
but  a  Chinaman  can  keep  his  health  in  it.     There  are  also  | 
the  risks  of  a  conflagration  and  a  scorching  to  the  sleeper, 
for  at  Tien-tsin  European  servants  did  not  prove  very  trust-  M 
worthy  observers  sometimes  of  the  regnlated  amount  of  fii^ 
required  to  produce  an  equable  and  moderate  temperature  in  ■ 
the  oven.    Woe  betide  the  luckless  \^ight  who  yielded  to  its  ■ 
premature   but   fascinating   seductions,   and   consigned  his 
senses  to  oblivion  with  the  fierce  flame  whisking  and  roaring 
underneath ! 

Early  trials,  for  alas!  we  speak  feelingly — sufficed  to  con* 
vince  some  hapless  experimentalists  that  such  outlandish 
contrivances  wei*e  not  for  them,  nor  ibr  their  comfort.  The 
eyelids  could  not  be  allowed  to  drap  a  few  minutes,  from 
apprehensions  of  an  accidental  and  complete  cremation 
wthout  the  slightest  warning;  or  they  would  be  startled 
out  of  their  nap  by  the  sensation  of  intense  local  heat  acting 
on  their  bodies,  when  they  would  find  their  rugs  and 
blankets  reduced  to  soot. 
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It  was  plain  eiitmgh  that  temble  disasters  might  occuvj 
ufdess  v^eiy  pirticular  care  was  taken  by  the  domestics.     The 
Jatter  were  never  happy  unless  their  masters  were  exceed- 
ingly cosy,  and  could  not  believe  that  they  could  be  made 
too  warm  on   a  howling  cold   night ;    consequently  it  did 
sometimes  happen  that  the  poor  ^  governor '  got  roaated  as 
expeditiously  as  a  joint  in  a  London  kitchen. 

It  was  like  tempting  fate  by  Bleeping  in  a  charged  mine, 
a^r  on  the  edge  of  the  cmter  of  an  active  volcano ;  there  was 
the  fiirnace  outside,  and  nothing  in  the  world  to  hinder  any 
mischievously-disposed  person  fi*om  seizing  the  opportunity 
to    perpetrate  a  practical   joke.     These  grave  defects   pre- 
judiced me  so  strongly  agaLtist  the  kang^  tliat  it  was  either 
pulled  down  or  disused  before  many  days  of  the  winter  had 
been  got  over,  and  notwithstanding  all  cavils,  I  resolved  upon 
liaving  the  cheerful  twinkling  of  a  visible  fire.     The  change 
proTed  as  pleasant  as  it  was  reasonable,  and  much  comforted  me 
during  my  isolated  situation  for  many  months  without  letter 
or  newspaper,  by  suggesting  recollections  of  the  happy  scenes 
^tnessed  in  my  distant  home  at  this  time  of  the  year. 

Economists  may  preach  and  lecture  about  the  thrift  of 

^ther  countries,  and  laud  their  ingenious  stoves  and  furnaces 

^ade  to  evolve  the  maximum  of  caloric  with  the  minimum 

^*f  fuel,  as  if  heat  was  the  only  desideratum  in  a  room  where 

People  were  obliged  to  spend  the  greater  portion  of  the  day 

^d.  night;  and  they  may  complain  loudly  of  the  recklessness 

^'*  t  Ti  which  coal  is  consumed  at  home ;  but,  after  two  or 

ill  i*^^  winters  of  a  comfortable  British  fireside,  let  them  try 

^*^^se  pet  inventions  in  strange  lands,   and  if  they  do  not 

^^-Xini  with  vastly  augmented  fondtiess  to  the  open  gi*ate, 

J  are  not  to  be  classed  among  those  who  w^ould  see  happy 

**^»^es  and  smiling  facea  throughout  the   three   kingdoms, 

"^^^  not  the  author  of  '  Pel  ham '  made   the   accomplished 

^  ^i:icent  ask,   *  How  can  the   private  virtues  be  cultivated 

^T^thout  a  coal  fire?    Is  not  domestic  affection  a  synonymous 
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term  with  domejstic  kearih?  and  where  do  you  find  eithe? 
except  in  honest  old  England?* 

Let  the  Northern  nations — the  semi'domiant  Russianj  th 
lethargic  Swede^  and  the  slow  Dane  or  Finlander  —  creef 
around  their  stoves,  and  wonder  how  we  can,  with  such 
waste  of  fuel,  keep  ourselves  so  miserably  uncomfortable 
and  let  the  frozen -in  Chinese  loll  and  smoke  in  their  bakiuj 
I'eclination  without  a  thought  as  to  the  world  beyond  thei; 
own  doorg ;  but  give  me  the  *  blithe  sunny  blink  o*  mir  ain 
fireside,'  with  its  pictures  of  felicity  such  as  never  can  bi 
found  anywhere  else. 

Never  mind  if  our  faces  are  roasted  and  our  backi 
frozen  —  we  can  stand  all  that,  and  are  sure,  at  the  sami 
time,  that  fresh  air  is  about  us.  We  would  mther  endun 
these  tnfling  discomfoi'ts  than  be  enveloped,  day  after  day,  anc 
night  after  night,  in  stagnant,  relaxing,  iind  stewing  hot  air- 

Our  coal  —  dealt  out  t^  us  by  Providence  ^vith  such  an 

unsparing  hand  —  and  our  open  coal  fires,  are  as  much  ouii 

as  the  gi'cat  political  privileges  and  the   strong    sense 

happiness  we  possess* 

*  Blest  be  the  spot  where  eheerful  guests  retire 
To  pnuse  from  toil,  and  trim  their  eyening  fire,' 

And  steaming  stove  or  fervid  kang  could  never  i^cuncile  sud 

groups  to  the  loss  of  the  blessings  they  know  so  well  how  U 

appreciate. 

The  Chinese  labourer  no  doubt  works  well  and  patientlj 

in  the  fields,  or  in  the  crowded   marts ;    and   betmys 

symptom  of  discontent,  or  of  longing  for  anything  better 

yet  his  endeavours  are  not  sustained  by  the  prospect  th 

cheers  the  heart  of  the  English  cottager — 

*  His  wee  bit  ingle  blmkin  bonnilie, 
His  clean  hearthst&De^  his  thrilty  wifie'd  emiley 
The  Hspiog  infant  prattling  on  his  knee.' 

Wherever  we  are,  and  in  whatever  humour  we  may 

we  like  to  indulge  in  whatever  reminds  us  of  home; 
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*  Around  our  evening  fire  an  evening  group  to  draw,' 
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This  seems  the  very  essence  of  enjoyment,  and  then,  the 
genial  flame  tends  to  heighten  the  merrimeiit  of  the  joke, 
and  deepen  the  interest  of  the  tale.  And  for  the  contem- 
plative man's  recreation  under  difficulties,  could  we  desire 
any  place  better  adapted  than  the  silent  room,  the  shaded 
lamp,  and  the  glo^ving  fire  ? 

Coleridge  paints  beautifully  the  eflfects  of  the  midnight 
flicker  on  the  solitary  thinker,  when  he  tells  us  that,  alone, 

in  pensive  disposition 

*  The  thiti  blue  flume 
Lies  on  mj  low  bur  at  fire,  and  qujveri  not* 
Only  that  fiim  which  fluttered  in  the  grate, 
Still  flutters  there,  the  sole  unquiet  thing. 

Metbtnk8|  its  motion  in  this  hush  of  nature 
Givps  it  dim  sjmpathies  with  me  who  live, 
Making  it  a  com  pan  ion  able  form, 
Whose  pun  J  flaps  and  freaks  the  idling  spirit 
By  its  own  moods  interpret.«^,  everywhere 
Echo  or  mtrtor  seeking  of  itself, 
And  makes  a  toy  of  thought.^ 

Ko;  we  cannot  affoi'd  to  disptqise  with  our  gi'and  expo- 
sitor of    social   science — our    universal    panacea    againat 
nostalgia*     The  reflection   of  the   firelight   sparkling  from 
eye  to  eye,    and   the    sense   of  comfort   it   distributes,  is 
teiglitened  by  the  chant  of  the  kettle  on  the  hob,  or  the 
alihost   as    musical   breathings   of    the   domestic   pet   that 
wcupies  the  rug.     Perhaps  such  blessings  are  in  store  for 
^ur  Celestial  friends,  when  they  become  satisfied  as  to  the 
superiority  and  the  good  intentions  of  the  honourable  nations 
'iej  have  hitherto  classed  as  outside  barbarians  j  and  then 
^€y  may  be  willing  to  receive  suggestions  from  our  engineers 
^^tl  travellers,  and  bring  into  use  those  great  coal-fields  that 
'^^Jerlie  the  enormous  empire*     Their   miners,   instead  of 
burrowing  for  a  few  crumbs  of  coal  down   in  their  badly* 
^^^Ustructed  pits^   shall    be  taught   to  pierce  through  the 
'^Combustible  shale  for  the  valuable  minei^. 

The  stuff  they  now  procure  as  coal  is  economised  to  the 
^^st  advantage,  and  made  to  yield  every  atom  of  its  slender 
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heat-giving  proportions  in  a  way  tliut  seems  to  show  thj 
high  degree  of  attention  paid  to  its  utilisation  ;  and  yet  it  i 
deemed  difficult  to  ignite,  and  still  more  so  to  keep  burning  ii 
their  stoves  or  open  bmziers.  When  prepai^ed  as  a  ftiel,  i 
is  minutely  pulverised  by  hammers  and  mullets^  saturate* 
with  water,  then  mixed  up  tliuroughly  with  clay  or  mud  i 
a  definite  quantity,  and  kneaded  into  brick  or  ball-i*hape< 
pieces.  These,  when  kindled  by  a  tliin  layer  of  cbarcoa 
become  of  a  dull-red  colour,  burn  slowly,  give  a  mild  degr< 
of  heat — with  heavy  sulj^hurous  fumes,  too — and  entii*el; 
consume  the  carbonaceous  elements  of  the  coal;  thus  obviaf 
ing  the  unpleasantness  and  loss  that  would  be  incurred  b 
the  escape  of  smoke. 

Very  many  of  the  more  opulent  class  of  houses  which  w 
\isited  at  Tien-tsin  and  Peking  had  their  outhouses  stored 
with  these  fire-bricks  and  balls,  just  as  a  Westerner  wouli 
have  his  coal-cellars  ready  for  the  winter's  consumptiooj 
But  in  the  country,  wood  and  millet-stalks  and  roots  are  cut 
and  gleaned,  and  hoarded  up  with  the  utmost  frugality,  ev^ 
within  a  few  miles  of  almost  endless  stmta  of  undisturbed  coal 
At  the  end  of  our  present  quartei^  is  a  stack  quite  sufficien 
to  indicate,  by  the  assemblage  of  all  sorts  of  incendiary  oddj 
and  ends  from  the  field,  the  plantation,  and  the  house,  aui 
the  manner  in  which  they  are  preserved  —  tlie  necessity  ouj 
host  sees  for  a  wellheated  fireplace  for  his  own  people  am 
the  half-frozen  guests  who  visit  him  in  cold  weather. 
f  The  room  we  have  chosen  possesses  other  attractioni 
besides  those  of  the  ordinary  commonplace  scrolls  am 
pictures,  in  the  fi)nn  of  a  well-assorted  collection  of  bo^ 
standing  in  a  frame  in  the  corner  behind  the  door  *  anc 
peculiar  holster- pipe  shaped  leathern  quivers  filled  with  lon| 
beautifully  feathered  ariwvs,  nearly  all  of  which  are  tippec 
with  a  square  iron  spike  three  or  four  inches  in  lengtlu  W< 
examined  the  bows,  and  found  them  of  various  sizes  aiu 
of  as  various  degrees  of  strength,  but  all  unstrung- 
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The  landlord,  who  may  at  firat  have  doubted  the  judicious- 
ness of  letting  us  sleep  in  his  armoury^  now  appeared  de- 
lighted ^nth  onr  attention,  pulled  off  his  long  dress,  and  draw- 
ing out  one  of  the  bows,  the  resiliency  or  strength  of  wliich^ 
he  told  us,  was  equal  to  forty  catties  of  one  and  a  half  pounds 
each  —  with  his  great  wide  chest  and  long  muscular  arms — 
began  to  string  it.  After  our  awkward  attempts,  with  him 
this  was  but  the  work  of  a  second,  for  throwing  it  behind  the 
right  thigh  and  in  frant  of  the  left,  and  catcliing  the  right  end, 
he  slightly  stooped,  and  mth  a  sudden  jerk  the  bend  was  re- 
versed, and  the  loop  of  the  thick  string  slipped  into  its  notch. 

The  next  bow  —  equal  to  sixty  or  seventy  cattit^s  —  he  m 
quickly  bent  in  the  same  way,  though  it  was  a  pretty  hard 
task  not  ordy  to  ourselves,  but  to  the  iron-armed  Chinese 
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Alcon,  who  was  not  backwai-d  in  applauding  or  expressing 
surprise  when  we  came  near  him  in  strength,  and  succeeded 
in  makuig  the  obdurate  weaptm  crack  and  bend  until  it  des- 
cribed a  full  semicircle.  Our  friend's  manner  of  handling 
it  displayed  as  much  ease  as  could  be  attained  by  constant 
practice;  and  no  doubt  he  was  an  enthui^iastic  amateur  in  the 
science  of  aims. 

We  had  noticed  on  enteiing  the  room,  that  fmni  one  of 
the  varnished  cross-beams  of  the  roof,  two  articles,  like  the 
handles  of  those  elastic  chest -ex  panders  used  at  home,  were 
suspended  by  cords  with  small  j^ieces  of  perforated  wood  at 
each  end,  into  the  holes  of  which  the  two  handles  were 
fastened  by  means  of  two  straps.  We  could  not  divine  the 
use  of  such  an  unusual  piece  of  mechanism  dangling  about 
the  height  of  a  man's  elbows  in  the  middle  of  the  apartment, 
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m  ^0t  devijlopement  of  the  chest  or  some 
^asSMOsei  so  after  the   arrows   had   been 
Ui»  hams  had  been   strung,  bent,  and  again 
c  ^tte^Eisii  ^mt  instructor  to  satisty  us  as  to  the  modm 
4  ihc  strange  implements.     We  ascertained  that 


^||^  wwv  iv^ti*  for  practising  the  use  of  the  how  — but  not  ag^ 
^V  u^  wil»  fi*r  the  rifle,  by  laying  the  weapons  on  them,  \ 
^Hiv  %tk^X  »iiyiistiHl  their  length  by  moving  them  to  a  loweB 
^1^  '  r  lHih\  put  his  himds  through  them  m  fiir  as  thaj 
%%i^X  ^^^^  ihivw  his  figure  into  a  statuesque  }x>sture,j 
H^HlZnir  hk  leg^  widely  and  firmly  ou  the  ground^  bracing 
^1^1  vuit  iKnly,  while  the  arms  were  di^ixiiited  in  thr' 

-iltoArtf^jM*^  ^  it  almut  to  shoot  an  arrow,  and  remaining  i 
^Ig^  nHl^  si  iiunu>hility  for  some  seconds*  This  was  t 
1^  i>iHvi?i  and  pi^eeision  in  taking  aim*  and  to  acquire 

^^  ^)Utf«  ^'**  dniwintr  t!i*^  Ww  \ntliout  jerking  or  shaking^, 
^Hl^ ||  Mi^(  Httuiucd  \i^  grvatc^i^t  curvatui*e. 


TEAIXTNG  SOLDIERS. 


201 


He  was  no  Taitar,  and  yet  seemed  as  devoted  and  eager 
as  if  he  wei*e  obeying  the  commands  of  a  Mantchu  soldier 
B  hen  he  said  : — 

'  To  know  how  to  shoot  an  arrow  is  the  first  and  most 
impoitant  knowledge  for  a  Tartar  to  acquire,  for  though 
success  therein  seems  on  easy  matter,  yet  it  is  of  rare  occur- 
rence* How  many  are  there  who  sleep  with  the  bow  in 
their  arms  ? — and,  after  all,  how  few  are  there  who  have  made 
themselves  famous  ?  How  few  are  there  whose  names  are 
proclaimed  at  the  matches  ?  Keep  your  frame  straight  and 
firm  ;  avoid  \4cious  postures  ;  let  your  shoulders  be  immova- 
ble,  and  shoot  every  arrow  into  its  mark ;  then  you  may 
be  satisfied  with  yonr  skUL' 

What  a  different  impression  would  this  manly  fellow  have 
made  on  us  had  a  rifle  been  substituted  for  each  bow,  and 
had  cartridge  pouches  been  hanging  where  those  nonsensical 
aiTow-cases  are  placed.  It  is  almost  to  be  regretted  that 
such  an  amount  of  time,  skill,  and  patience  should  be  thro^Ti 
away  ui^on  an  obsolete  arm,  on  which  he  had  to  defend  his 
life  against  an  enemy  possessed  of  the  most  destructive 
weapons.  Of  these  he  evidently  knew  nothing,  though  they 
had  been  employed  effectually  against  his  countrymen  only 
a  tew  months  before,  and  was  thoroughly  satisfied  with  the 
national  favourite ;  I  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  undeceive 
him,  and  left  him  as  strongly  embued  mth  convictions  of 
the  imi>ortance  of  practising  archery,  as  were  our  forefathers 
in  the  times  of  Edward  III,  and  Heniy  V*  after  their 
victories  at  Crescy,  Poic tiers,  and  Agincourt. 

Of  the  beneficial  tendencies  of  the  art,  in  a  physiological 
point  of  view,  and  the  physical  developement  produced  by 
the  sevei-e  training  of  those  who  would  excel  in  it,  there  can 
be  no  doubt.  The  only  active  exercise  we  ever  saw  in  China, 
i^^aa  in  a  court  in  the  Tartar  portion  of  Peking^  where  four 
loen  were  going  through  a  course  of  arm-strengthening  play, 
for  the  purpose  of  passing  their  examinations  as  soldiers. 
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They  iitere  naked  to  the  waist^  and  though  young,  possessed 
chests  mid  anus  tlie  very  models  of  sound  health  and 
muscular  stixngth,  while  their  legs  were  anytliing  tut  feeble, 
to  judge  by  the  liberties  tliey  took  with  them. 

Their  training  consisted  in  throwing  the  '  Suay  tau/  or 
*  Ta  shih/  a  nearly  square  stone — ^weighing  about  fifty-six 
pounds,  with  a  handle  cut  in  its  substance  like  one  of  our 
heavy  metal  weights  at  home — from  one  to  another,  sa  they 
stood  at  the  corners  of  a  square  marked  in  lines  on  the 
ground,  without  allowing  it  to  fall  or  touch  the  earth.  And 
cleverly  the  game  was  gone  thruugh- 

Each  man  as  he  caught  the  block  by  the  handle,  w^hich 
always  came  down  with  the  cavity  uppennost^  and  was  made  to 
receive  the  hand  easily,  swinging  round  once  or  twice  as  if  he 
were  tossing  the  caber.  He  then  launched  it,  like  a  catapult 
or  balista,  higli  hito  the  air,  and  it  descended  into  the  hand 
of  the  next  athlete  with  a  hurl  sufficient  to  shake  the  nerves 
and  astonish  the  eyes  of  a  good  number  of  muscular  Chris- 
tiana, allowing  them  very  little  chance  of  catcliing  it 

But  the  gmnud  was  never  indented;  the  stone  passed 
quietly  from  corner  to  comer  with  the  smooth  regularity  of 
a  machine  so  long  as  we  remained — a  period  of  aJx)ut  ten 
minutes;  and  the  perfonners  thought  no  more  of  the  feat 
tlian  we  should  have  done  had  the  object  been  a  cricket- ball- 

At  Tien-tsin  we  have  seen  the  same  practice;  heavy 
bags  of  sand  being  substituted  for  the  stone — very  much  to 
the  injuiy  of  finger  ends  and  nails,  we  should  think — but 
with  no  diminution  of  the  exertion,  nor  lack  of  the  accom- 
panying increase  of  muscle,  and  expansion  of  chests*  Every 
bundle  of  fleshy  fibre  on  the  trunk  stood  out  during  the 
exercise  as  if  carved  in  bronze  against  a  wall  of  bone* 

But  our  supper  is  ready,  and  amply  repays  us  for  the  delay 
we  have  sufiered,  and  was  wonderfully  refreshing  after  eight 
hours  passed  in  the  saddle. 

Hot   soup  was  served  up   in   the  first   clean  basins   we 
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have  seen  (ov  &ome  days ;  and  tliem  was  rice  in  aii  enonuous 
heap,  as  white  as  an  avalanche.  Then  came  eggs,  boiled 
rather  hard,  it  is  true,  but  they  wei'e  perfectly  fresh-  Our 
olfactoiy  organs  cuuld  not  discern  the  slightest  approach  to 
that  iniion  l)etween  sulphur  aucl  hydrogen  which,  even  in 
certain  mineral  water,  is  scarcely  endurable.    A  tin  of  haricot 
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mutton,  so  the  hdxd  sixid,  had  been  unmercifully  hacked  and 
rip|ied,  and  was  now  produced  as  a  sort  of  third  coui^se^ — a 
glorious  finish  to  the  fetist.  We  were  doomed  to  a  cruel 
disapfRiintment,  however,  for  the  mutton  turned  out  to  be 
beef,    hard    and    indigestible-       After  a   copious    dieuching 


*»  DKCOROUS  BEHAVTOUn. 

with  tea,  minus  sugar,  the  good  people  of  tlie  inn  were  warned 
that  we  i^equiriid  i^st,  and  must  be  left  alone* 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  decorousiiess  of  the  behaviour  of 
the  cTOwds  who  came  into  tlie  apartment  and  stood  watching 
us;  the  quaint  uasophisticated  way  in  which  they  went 
about  the  examination  of  our  tit,  and  the  astonishment  of  the 
very  old  men  when  they  saw  us  eating  with  knives,  forks^ 
and  spoons^  was  very  amusing*  In  their  excitement  they 
could  scarcely  iiafrain  from  taking  them  out  of  our  hands 
while  we  used  them,  and  i)ert  queBtions  to  Mu-foo  came 
belching  out  with  endless  volubility.  The  sight  of  two  i\ine- 
glasses  almost  electrified  them ;  noting  would  satisfy  them 
but  a  mmute  scrutiny  and  handling.  They  passed  them 
from  one  to  another,  setting  them  on  their  bottoms,  and  went 
through  the  fonn  of  drinking  out  of  them  with  the  greatest 
ecstacy.  The  groom  was  interrogated  in  volleys  and  file- 
firing fi-om  mouth  to  mouth;  but,  though  ever  polite  and  qxyH 
towards  his  countrymen,  and  willing  to  concede  to  them 
every  favour — a  great  deal  too  much  so  in  many  instances — 
he  now  changed  his  demeanour  a  good  deal^  answering  their 
questions  only  when  they  suited  him,  and  gratifying  their 
curiosity  in  a  very  homoeopathic  fashion,  as  if  unwilling  to 
surfeit  their  inquisitiveuess,  or  to  destroy  the  favourable 
presti(je  we  had  created. 


*  Hungry  people  must  be  slowlj  nurst, 
And  fed  by  jspaonfuls,  ebe  they  're  sure  to  burst.* 
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Ma-foo  seemed  aware  of  this  when  he  gave  his  compatriots 
curt  and  half-evasive  answers^  and  sometimes  a  mild  snarl 
when  they  pressed  him  too  hard. 

One  thing  was  particularly  noticeable  here — and,  indeed, 
everywhere  else  on  our  road,  when  we  happened  to  stop  for 
the  night,  or  but  a  shoii:  time  at  a  town  or  village — and  that 
was  the  respect  paid  to  age* 

Nothing  could  be  more  marked  than  the  deference  with 
wHch  some  hifirm  father  of  the  hamlet  was  received  when  he 
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entered  the  room,  tottering  towards  us  to  gaze  with  open 
mouth  on  the  strangers,  Evety  available  article  that  could 
afford  support  was  converted  into  a  seat  by  those  whose  limbs 
were  tired  of  standing,  and  all  were  so  well  conducted  that 
no  reason  could  \ye  given  for  turnhig  them  out. 

Yet  whenever  one  of  these  patriarchs  introduced  himself, 
them  was  a  movement  among  the  spectators;  everyone 
who  was  seated  got  up  and  welcomed  him  by  a  nod,  a  kind 
word,  or  a  more  formal  waving  of  the  joined  hands  and  a 
^hght  inclination  of  the  body  forwards;  whUe  those  who 
were  standings  in  addition  to  the  salute,  made  room  for  him, 
or  advanced  to  help  him  to  tlie  liest  place  among  thom,  where 
he  was  made  a  sort  of  centre  for  their  regards  and  admiration. 
Everv^  word  that  fell  from  his  mouth  was  listened  to  with  a 
grave  or  joyful  interest  until  a  more  reverend  visitor  arrived, 
and  then  the  first  would  be  as  ready  to  get  up  and  testify  his 
respect  for  his  senior  as  his  juniors  had  been  to  respect  him- 

Juvenal  tells  us,  that  in  his  day  — 

k*'Twiis  impious  then — 6o  much  was  age  rever'd. 
For  joulh  to  keep  their  seats  when  an  old  man  appear'd/ 
he  Chinese,  along  the  five  hundred  miles  of  our  ride,  could 
}ield  in  nothing  to  the  Romans  of  the  vivacious  poef  s  time, 
in  their  regard  for  this  sentiment-  In  every  mob  or  throng, 
in  courtyard,  or  within  doors,  the  wrinkled  face,  the  snowy 
beard,  and  equally  white  moustache,  that  scarcely  concealed 
the  lips,  was  always  there  and  cared  for,  no  matter  how 
Uproarious  the  majority  of  the  people  might  be* 

In  return,  the  old  men  seemed  to  esteem  childhood,  and 
seek  its  companionship  at  all  times,  as  if  it  was  not  only  their 
delight,  but  their  duty,  to  regard  the  young  ^vith  the  ten- 
derest  care.  The  extremes  of  existence  wei^  often  met  with 
together  in  these  groups  — a  hoary  grandsire  with  a  prattling 
youngster  —  dressed  in  every  way  alike* 

We  were  glad  to  be  able  to  find,  in  such  out-of-the-way 
places,  characteristics  of  a  higher  state  of  civilisatioUj  and 
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one  of  the  essential  attributes  of  Chmtianity,  espetnally  after 
what  we  had  so  often  read  concerning  infanticide  and  child 
desertion  in-  the  South,  It  wtis  pleasant  to  witness  such 
happy  testimony  to  the  truth  of  the  [iroverb  of  the  Wise 
King.  '  Children's  chihlren  aj*e  the  crown  of  old  men  ;  and 
the  Horv^  of  chihlren  are  their  fathers/ 

Another  gratifying  feature  TVas  the  decent  attire  in  which 
everybody  who  came  to  Bee  us  appeared.  Though  all  tlieir 
clothes  were  made  of  the  homespun  blue,  white,  or  drab- 
coloured  cotton,  not  a  tatter  or  unseemly  patch  could  be 
i*emarked,  Even^thinEr,  from  the  crown  of  tlie  Iicad  to  the 
shoes,  was  neat  and  tidy  —  much  to  the  credit  of  an  agri- 
cultural town  in  a  secluded  district,  but  two  days'  journey 
from  the  Great  WalL 

After  dinner,  we  allowed  our  visitors  to  look  at  and  finger 
our  dinner  service,  under  the  surveillance  of  Ma-foo.  We 
had  at  first  some  doubts  as  to  tlieir  honesty  ;  but  we 
wronged  them,  At  the  end  of  our  jouraey  not  an  article 
was  missing  of  the  equipment  with  which  we  started  fmm 
Tien-tsin,  though  they  were  all  exceedingly  valuable  in  their 
eyes,  and  likely  enough  to  excite  their  cupidity. 

The  landlord  had  waited  on  us  himself,  and  hurried  the 
sen^ants  out  and  in  when  we  required  anything^  anticipating 
our  wants  as  well  as  he  could,  and  sho>\Hng  the  greatest 
anxiety  to  make  us  comfortable  ;  so  we  treated  him  to  a  look 
at  a  thermometer,  barometer,  and  a  pair  of  binocular  glasses, 
explaining  their  uses  as  best  we  could. 

The  glasses  pleased  him  and  the  others  most :  and,  with 
the  right  or  the  wrong  end,  they  imagined  tliat  they  could 
see  any  distance  by  going  to  the  door  and  merely  lookhig 
through  the  lenses.  They  saw  so  many  things  about  ns  so 
interesting,  so  mysterious,  and  so  wonder-exciting,  that  it 
was  with  reluctfince  they  left  when  we  expressed  our  desii^ 
to  be  alone.  Long  after  the  dooi's  were  closed,  every  chink 
had  its  persistent  peering  eyes  and  audible  whisperings^  to 


A   STORMY   NIGHT. 


mt 


tell  us  that  we  were  as  closely  watched,  and  our  actions  as 
eagerly  criticised,  as  when  we  had  but  commenced  the 
evening  among  them. 

Our  beds  were  made  down  on  the  iauff  —  a  cane  mat 
and  a  rail  way -wrapper  did  not  seem  much  of  a  bed — and 
we  went  to  sleep  under  the  watchful  stare  of  many  faces^ 
doomed,  it  was  apparent,  to  idle  away  the  night  by  their 
inquisithe  wonder  and  excitement ;  for,  though  it  is  a  fact 
that  the  knowledge  of  strange  people  being  about  me,  and 
within  grappling  distance,  during  the  most  helpless  hours, 
did  not  disix>se  to  feelings  of  security  or  to  deep  slumbers, 
yet  I  bad  been  so  pleased  with  the  evening's  halt,  and  found 
the  couch  so  grateful  —  ye  sleepers  on  feather  beds  lose  the 
greatest  luxury  the  traveller  in  this  region  of  the  globe 
enjoys,  a  brick-bottomed  dormitory,  after  a  fair  day's 
exercise  —  that  nothing  but  real  danger  could  have  kept  me 
awake  for  many  minutes. 

But  a  storm  was  brewing  without :  murky  clouds,  that 
gathered  around  the  mountain  tops,  commenced  to  roll  in 
heavy  folds  down  the  hill-sides,  and  some  time  about  mid- 
night resolved  themselves  into  min  over  the  '  Shih-Mun,' 
Everything  seemed  blown  about  by  the  gusty  wind  ;  thick 
drops  pattered  with  a  loud  rattle  against  the  paper-pan es^ 
and  flew  in  a  shower-bath  through  the  open  window  above 
our  heads ;  the  thunder  cracked  and  crashed  vnth  a  din 
loud  enough  to  awaken  a  man  from  the  deepest  trance; 
and  the  lurid  lightning  fizzed  and  darted  about  the  room, 
making  its  minutest  article  of  furniture  as  visible  as  if  it 
had  been  bright  daylight. 

We  started  up,  still  half  asleep,  and  closed  the  window ; 
but  the  lightmng  continued  to  zigzag  and  frisk  about  in  a 
very  unusual  and  menacing  way-  Suddenly  it  was  remem- 
bered that  we  were  armed  —  that  we  each  had  a  revolver  — 

that  M had  fortified  himself  besides  with  a  Japanese 

lort-sword,  handy  for  close  fibbing,  and  with  an  edge  as 
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thin  as  a  i-azor.  These  things  had  been  taken  with  us  merely 
as  a  means  of  defence  against  robbei*s  or  thieves  ;  and,  if  the 
worst  came  to  the  worst,  as  a  protection,  should  we  be 
attacked  in  the  places  we  might  have  to  %isit- 

Taking  arms  into  the  country  was  not  countenanced,  it 
was  understood,  after  the  winter  had  disappeared;  but  a 
revolver  under  one's  head,  or  in  a  saddle-bag,  need  trouble 
nobody  but  the  owner,  if  he  is  unmolested,  and  givfes  him  a 
wonderful  amount  of  confidence  while  trusting  to  the  humane 
intentions  and  friendly  feelings  of  a  strange  people,  not  con- 
sidered altogether  trustworthy  in  other  parts  of  the  Empire. 
Those  who  never  sleep  away  from  their  homes  or  dwellings, 
and  think  that  a  five  or  six-shooter  is  unnecessary,  when 
wandering  among  all  sorts  of  unknown  folks,  and  meeting 
with  signs  of  their  morality  by  the  head-posts  on  the  road- 
sides, we  refer  to  Corporal  Kym  who  avers  that  — 

•  Things  must  be  as  they  may  : 
Men  may  sleep,  and  they  may  have  their  throats  about  them  at  that  time; 
and  some  say  knives  have  edges/ 

When  the  lightning  gave  us  the  benefit  of  a  more  intense 
flash  than  we  had  yet  been  favoured  with,  and  went  darting 
in  angles  round  the  walls  with  a  spluttering  sort  of  noise,  as 
we  thought,  we  recollected  a  similar  storm  at  Tien-tsin, 
where  the  electric  fluid  struck  do^Ti  the  gable  of  a  temple  in 
which  there  were  some  soldiers,  entered  the  room,  singed  a 
fur  cap  as  if  it  had  been  on  a  blazing  fire,  and  fused  the  stee? 
hilt  of  a  sword-bayonet,  leaving  its  track  on  the  saibbard,  as 
though  it  had  been  streaked  with  aqua  regia,  besides  alarming 
everj^one  in  the  building.  The  Japanese  sword,  it  was 
thought,  might  attmct  the  fluid  m  the  same  manner;  so 

M was  prevailed  upon  to  put  it  as  far  out  of  the  way 

as  possible,  while  the  revolvei's  were  thickly  done  up  in  rags. 

We  again  composed  ourselves  to  sleep,  but  not  without 
half-apprehensions  as  to  the  difficulty  of  moving  thi-ough  the 
fields  in  the  morning. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

A  MISERABLE  MOBNIKG  —  A  BAINT  DAY  IN  CHINA  —  GLIMPSES  OF  SUN- 
8BINE — A  THUNDERSTORM  AND  A  THOROUGH  SOAKING  —  CHINESE 
THOROUGHFARES  AFTER  HEAVY  SHOWERS  —  BEING  HALF  DROWNED  — 
BAD  ROADS  —  MANAGEMENT  OF  ANIMALS  BY  THE  CHINESE  —  CHANG-LE- 
TOW —  ITS  DEFENCES  —  HOSTILE  PREPARATIONS  —  ROADSIDE  SCENERY 
- — THE  LOST   CART  —  CHINESE   SIGN-BOARD   FOR  AN   INN. 

BY  the  dead,  leaden  light  of  the  morning  we  were  aroused 
from  as  cosy  a  nap  as  tired  travellers  could  desire,  by  a 
mournful  sound  —  a  reveille  of  rain-drops,  beating  with  mo- 
notonous clearness  on  window  and  wall,  with  a  soprano  and 
groimd-bass  accompaniment  made  by  the  streams  from  the 
roof  furrows  and  the  distant  roll  of  the  thunder,  and  a  parti- 
cularly dismal  obligato  pitter-pitter,  patter-pattering  in  the 
pools  all  over  the  courtyard,  that  did  not  in  the  least  add 
to  the  Concordia  discors  of  the  unpropitious  weather. 

Staring  out  of  the  window,  the  picture  was  still  more 
dismal.  Nothing  looked  as  we  saw  it  last  evening,  save  the 
"^ater-lilies  —  but  they  are  aquatic.  The  only  animals  stirring 
Were  the  ducks,  provokingly  enjoying  the  calamity  in  their 
,own  silly  way,  and  bubbling  and  billing  at  the  water  and 
mud  as  if  their  lives  depended  on  its  presence  and  thorough 
mixture  —  they  also  were  aquatic. 

The  ponies  and  mules  stood  downcast  and  woe-begone, 
their  ears  and  tails  drooping,  and  their  pendent  heads 
showing  a  very  iiieful  expression,  in  the  damp-bottomed 
shed  that  was  without  a  particle  of  bedding.  They  seemed 
as  if  a  day's  rest  would  have  been  more  fitting  in  their 
depressed  state  than  a  resumption  of  labour. 

Not  an  inmate  of  the  house  moved  out ;  but,  ensconced 
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below  the  most  trivial  cover,  were  tlie  dotard  old  men  with 
children,  and  the  madcaps  of  other  ages  waiting  for  our 
lev^e  with  the  soberest  and  most  iraperturbable  equanimity 
possible,  never  moving  to  the  right  or  left,  seldom  stirring  a^ 
limb,  and  always  keeping  their  faces  towards  the  window^  T 
from  which  they  were  stayed  only  by  the  drenching  rain. 
How  people  could  ever  be  so  extmvagantly  curious  about 
two  fellow-creatures  remaining  near  them  for  but  a  night,  was 
more  than  we  then  cared  about  discussing;  but  the  sight 
was  amusing  enough,  and,  had  we  not  been  too  much  en- 
grossed  by   the  more    impoitant   consideration  of  a  start, 
and  its  likelihood  of  proving  successfid^  we  should  have  soon 
got  the  room  filled  again  with  these  infatuated  beings,  many    . 
of  whom  looked  as  if  they  had  lodged  outside  all  the  night.    ■ 

Ma-foo  and  the  mule-driver  were  ousted  from  their  lairs,  and 
reported  themselves  in  our  presence,  in  no  inspiriting  or  M 
affable  humour,  the  one  muttering,  in  reference  to  the  ' 
weather,  the  guttural  ^ ptt-how^  pu-how^^  bad,  biw3;  and  the 
other  grunting  and  hiccuping  his  displeasure  in  no  measured 
tenns.  The  host  appeared,  and  is  asked  if  the  weather 
would  relent  and  give  us  a  fine  day ;  but  a  doubtftil  shake 
of  the  head  and  the  negative  mk-yo  settles  it.  We  must 
trudge  and  drag  our  way  in  the  rain  and  sludge  as  best  we 
may;  and,  if  we  can  get  no  farther,  put  up  at  some  other 
village  for  the  time,  as  there  is  no  telling  when  the  rain  may 
cease,  and  the  longer  it  continues  the  worse  will  the  roadl 
have  become. 

There  was  no  help  for  it  but  to  get  ofi^  at  once;  m  the 
drowsy  mules  are  stirred  up,  after  the  wonted  coercion  of 
other  mornings,  and  the  ponies,  mth  their  hair  bristling  up 
on  end,  and  their  skins  shiveiy  and  unclean,  are  fastened 
within  the  saddle  girths,  apparently  much  to  their  disgust^  ^ 
and  dragged  forth  to  be  mounted,  showmg  every  symptom 
of  aversion. 

The  hotel  bill — a  very  mild  one^ — waa  discharged  with  a 
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round  of  cash ;  braikfast  was  deferred  until  a  more  convenient 
occasion,  and  after  vainly  looking  out  for  a  few  minutes  to 
discover  if  there  w^re  any  indications  of  a  break  iji  the  clouds, 
we  issued  into  the  plashy  puddles  with  the  intention  of 
outbraving  the  spiteful  elements — idbeit  the  feat  must  be 
accomplished  in  thin  cotton  '  karkee/  made  only  for  the  hot 
weather,  and  a  pair  of  long  riding-boots;  for  we  had  taken 
but  two  suits  of  clothes  with  us,  and  they  were  both  of  this 
material — waterproofs  being  out  of  the  question  when  we 
started  in  such  a  good  season  from  Tien-tsin. 

Bidding  our  respectable  landlord  good-bye,  or  rather  a 
hearty  farewell,  we  presented  him  mth  one  of  a  smidl  paix^el 
of  Bibles  in  Chinese — the  gift  of  a  Tien-tsin  missionary,  that 
we  had  contrived  to  stow  away  in  a  comer  of  the  portmanteau. 

He  received  it  with  the  most  jubilant  surprise  imaginable. 
The  cart  was  once  more  transferred  to  the  street^  and  we 
were  hobbling  after  it^ — a  foi*lorn  pixH:ession  of  tempest* 
defying  mortals,  through  the  sadly  changed  street,  which  was 
now  a  mass  of  mire.  There  was  not  a  creature  to  follow  us 
for  a  few  yards,  and  only  a  face  here  and  there  at  a  door  or 
a  half-open  window  watched  our  departure. 

Rainy  weather  in  the  fairest  western  city  is  a  sad  curtailer 
or  rather  vanquisher  of  out-door  pleasure  and  convenience, 
nohvnthstanding  all  the  aids  and  appliances  brought  to 
countenict  its  effects  ;  but  in  a  northern  Chinese  town  it  is  a 
f>erfect  calamity,  and  a  plague  for  many  days  after,  completely 
putt  Lug  an  end  to  what  little  comfort  people  may  have  enjoyed 
from  pedestrian  or  equestrian  exercise.  The  wide  streets 
that  may  luive  struck  tlie  observer  as  a  grand  improvement 
on  the  narrow  alleys  of  the  soutli,  are  found  to  be,  unlike  them, 
unpaved,  and  converted  into  sloughs  of  despond,  thraugh 
which  it  is  sheer  madness  to  attempt  to  pass,  unless  prompted 
by  the  most  urgent  duty;  you  must  then  remain  utterly 
indifferent  to  a  covering  of  higldy-scented  black  diluvium, 
picked  up  in  viscid  splashes,  as  well  as  to  simdry  immersions 
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in  treacherous  pita,  caused  by  the  gentle  someiisaults,  ^CTOp- 
pers  ^  aiid  '  headers  ■  innumerable  from  the  sides  of  slippery 
ridges  and  banks,  set  up  genemtions  ago  as  an  apology  for  a 
ttvttoir.  These,  fix)m  the  decaying  nature  of  their  principal 
constituents,  quickly  become  a  series  of  villanously-smelling 
man- traps,  offering  less  security  to  the  foot  than  the  surface 
of  a  glacier,  and  challenging  the  virtues  of  the  most  potent 
detergents  to  remove  their  traces  fix)m  the  upparel- 

Locomotion  of  all  kinds  for  the  timid  is  in  abeyance* 
Horses  are  as  much  at  their  wits'-end,  and  as  unsteady  to 
ride,  as  they  would  be  were  they  ascending  step-ladders  or 
trjing  to  amble  along  a  tight-rope-  Chairs  are  not  much 
better,  and  are  hazardous  enough  from  the  shuffling  and 
paitiM  tumbling  about  of  the  coolies,  who  are  ready  to  drop 
under  you  in  the  first  ditch  they  meet,  if  they  are  much 
embarrassed.  Under  such  circumstances  a  dull  spell  wthin 
the  house  is  one's  only  resource  until  the  sun  has  steamed 
off  tlie  abundant  fluid^  and  walking  may  be  resumed  with 
thigh  boots. 

But  if  you  compel  yourself  to  scramble  and  jump,  wade 
and  plunge  when  the  streets  are  flooded,  running  against 
and  graiipling  with  the  natives  in  a  ^^d  eflbii;  to  maintain 
the  dignified  position  assigned  to  your  species,  and  the 
purity  of  your  garments,  tliere  is  but  little  to  reward  you 
for  your  pains,  Of  troubles,  however,  you  may  have 
abundance*  For  example,  a  young  jackanapes  standing 
knee-deep  in  filth — they  are  here  as  fond  of  dabbling  in 
dirt  as  Europeans  of  their  years  and  class — lazily  plasteiing 
a  dike  before  a  shopkeeper's  door,  to  avert  an  internal  inun- 
dation, will,  unintentionally  of  coui-se^  deposit  a  fiiU  shovel 
of  the  compound  in  the  leg  of  your  boot^  and  grinningly 
shout  ^  Ey-yah  '  to  express  contrition, 

Tliere  is  no  use  seeking  for  redress  on  the  spot ;  you  must 
carry  your  wrongs  about  with  you  until  you  get  home,  and 
you  go  on  picking  your  steps  m  tenderly  as  if  treading  on  a 
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fathomless  quagmire,  and  making  but  a  few  yards  when  you 
coma  to  a  place  deeper  than  usuaL 

You  reach  the  middle  of  it  attentive  to  soundings,  hope 
telling  the  flattering  tale  that  you  may  pass  it  safely,  Sud* 
deuly  an  elephantine  Chinaman  approaches  vnth  his  petticoats 
closely  tucked  up  about  him,  nm\  grasped  with  both  hands, 
as  those  of  an  old  woman  would  be  in  similar  circumstances  j 
lie  wears  nice  white  stockings  and  soft  shoes,  a  kind  of 
rbattssure  for  such  roads  that  makes  one  feel  dreadfully 
ciitarrhish  to  look  at ;  and  unable  lonojer  to  contain  himself  he 
comes  hurling  down  from  one  of  the  afoi*e-mentioned  banks, 
on  which  he  has  been  needlessly  puffing  and  blowing  in 
endeavouring  to  ci*eep  along  without  soiling  himself  He 
descends  like  a  great  landslip  towards  you,  and  though  self- 
preservation  may  be  your  dominant  impulse,  the  tickle 
ground  you  cling  to  will  not  render  you  any  assistance  ib 
getting  out  of  his  way. 

Slush-hdi  he  glides  to  your  feet,  and  there  suddenly 
brought-up,  he  flops  on  hii^  heavy  back,  sending  a  mud 
shower  over  your  head,  face,  and  body,  that  envelopes  you  as 
accurately  as  if  it  were  a  mould  of  plaster  of  Paris.  In  his 
distress  he  clutches  at  your  legs,  and  away  you  go  also;  and 
lucky  will  you  be  if  one  or  more  of  the  slippery  passengers 
don't  lend  then*  bodily  influence  to  keep  you  down. 

Sometimes  the  streets  are  so  flooded  that  coolies  make  a 
very  good  trade  in  carrying  passengers  through  the  impass- 
able |iarts  on  their  shoulders — a  nice  state  of  affairs  for  the 
Commissioners  of  Public  Works^ 

The  few  Chinese  who  have  much  street  walking  in  bad 
weather,  m^  generally  provided  mth  long  bt>ot5,  the  legs  of 
which  are  waterjJi^oof  cotton,  and  the  soles  furnished  with 
great  spike-headed  nails  to  penetrate  the  mud  ;  bad  indeed 
must  be  the  condition  of  the  European  who  gets  one  of  these 
soles  planted  at  a  street  corner  on  a  tender  instep  or  inflamed 
toe-naU.     HLs  yell  of  agony  would  startle  the  entire  city. 


n% 


BAD  ROADSp 


Such  are  the  streets  of  North  China,  and  such  are  those  of 
the  great  capital  itself,  when  a  heavy  shower  has  passed  over 
them.  They  then  become  a  mixture  of  water  and  mud, 
slippery  mounds  and  dirty  pits,  stagnant  ponds  and  open 
ditches  in  which  men  and  animals^  carts  and  wagons^ 
flounder  and  float  distractedly,  and  in  which  all  that  is 
interesting  and  pleasurable  appears  to  be  submerged  in 
filth.  So  it  was  with  this  town  and  with  some  others 
during  the  day's  journey.  The  houses  looked  cheerless 
and  neglected,  and  the  few  people  seemed  wandering  about 
without  occupation  of  any  kind. 

The  road  still  lay  for  some  way  among  the  hills,  which 
expand  A\^thout  apparent  limitation  to  the  noithward,  forming 
a  dense  gloomy  wall,  the  lower  peaks  and  ridges  only  \nsible 
now  and  again  in  the  grey  drizzling  clouds.  Whip  and  spur 
did  their  work^  and  the  animals  bravely  did  their  share  in  M 
pushing  on ;  but  the  more  the  pace  was  increased,  tlie  more 
bitterly  the  rain  pelted  us.  The  roads  became  more  adhesive 
as  the  narrow  wliecls  cut  deeper  into  the  loosened  sandy 
soiL  StiU  we  proceeded  uphill  and  downhill^  through 
villages  surrounded  by  water,  and  through  fields  of  millet 
aad  maize,  and  idong  by-paths  behind  hamlets  to  avoid 
the  chances  of  drowning  altogether. 

The  rain  ceased  for  a  short  space  in  the  forenoon  as  we 
left  the  higher  ground,  and  struck  out  into  the  plain,  still 
beautifully  green  and  luxuriant;  then  the  lower  masses  of 
cloud  cleared  away  as  if  by  magic — great  rifts  revealed 
themselves  in  those  heavenward  fleeces,  and  the  glorious  sim 
came  out  agam  among  the  proudest  needle  jjoints  of  the 
sierra,  throwing  his  richest  golden  lustre  over  those  imme* 
diately  exposed  beneath  him,  lighting  up  with  sprightly  rays 
the  greenish-grey  of  their  sides,  the  far-oif  clefts,  the  mid 
gullies,  and  the  drenched  valleys,  dispersing  the  mist  wreaths 
that  yet  obscured  some  sweet  spot  on  the  upland,  and  bringing 
it  out  to  the  partially  unfolded  kndscape,  that  now  smiled 
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though  yet  in  tears,  as  if  bidding  it  to  SBiile  also  after  the 
discouraging  weather  of  the  morning. 

As  the  rifts  became  wider,  or  the  vapoury  shreds  sped 
aci^oas  his  face,  their  margins  were  lit  up  with  a  fieiy 
sutifusion  of  surpassing  splendour  that  would  have  gladdened 
the  heaits  of  a  Turner,  a  Staiifield,  and  a  Pyne.  It 
gladdened  ours,  for  it  gave  us  promise  of  a  fine  aftemcK>n, 

The  tlwellings,  grouped  as  they  were  in  their  random 
&shion,  and  so  shone  upon,  looked  exceedingly  attmctive, 
especially  those  which  stood  on  the  banks  of  straims  now 
foaming,  sparkling,  and  noisy  aa  they  rushed  over  the 
obstacles  in  their  pebbly  beds,  and  glimmered  and  glinted 
under  rustic  bridges,  beyond  wliich  they  were  eclipsed  by  an 
expanse  of  drooping  crops* 

This  effect,  however,  though  very  fine,  was  but  of  short 
duration.  The  road  made  a  wide  detour  upwards  towards 
the  foot  of  the  hills  again^  though  for  what  reason  we  could 
not  see  —  and  as  we  drew  nigh,  the  mist  began  to  gather 
itself  into  a  dark  canopy  of  increasing  density  and  sombre 
aspect.  The  sun  retired  suddenly  behind  it,  and  the  wind 
commenced  to  agitate  the  trees  and  whistle  about  us  dis- 
mally. We  indulged  the  faint  hope  that  it  might  be  only 
a  passing  shower.  Unconsciously,  almost,  we  repeated 
Thomson's  lines: — 

*  Along  the  woods,  along  tlie  moorish  fenss 
Sigh  3  the  sad  gen  in  a  of  the  coming  atortn  ; 
Aud  up  a.moiig  the  loosG  diiijointed  cliSs 
And  fractured  mountains  wild,  the  brawling  brook 
And  cave,  presngeful,  send  a  hollow  moan 
HesounUing  long  in  listening  fancy's  ear.* 


We  were  not  kept  long  in  suspense  as  to  the  nature  of 
the  tempest.  The  performance  commenced  with  a  most 
disenchanting  overture ;  from  out  of  the  centre  of  a  great 
tbering  of  crape-coloured  cloudsj  hanging  a  short  distance 
rer  oiir  heads,  streamed  a  sheet  of  lightning  so  vivid  that 
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our  eyes  were  blinded  for  some  seconds^  and  this  was  quickly 
followed  by  a  stunning  crash  of  thunder  that  seemed  to 
shake  the  ground  beneath  us.  It  was  like  the  explosion  of  a 
large  powder  magazine^  and  at  its  conclusion  we  involuntarily 
looked  to  see  if  either  of  the  hills  had  been  cleft  in  two  by 
the  concussion. 

Suddenly  the  rain  came  streaming  down,  not  in  discern- 
ible heavy  drops,  nor  yet  ,in  *  torrentSj'  but  in  tangible 
sheets  that  almost  beat  us  out  of  the  saddles.  Peal  suc- 
ceeded peal,  and  flash  followed  flash,  without  intermission ; 
while  the  reverbemtions  were  carried  backwards  and  for- 
wards, and  repeated  times  out  of  number  among  the  glens 
and  rocks,  until  they  subsided,  miles  and  miles  away,  to  the 
weakest,  that  rumbled  like  a  wagon  over  a  hollow  causeway- 

We  need  not  assert  that  our  soaking  was  a  complete  one. 
Shelter  of  any  description  could  not  be  got  at,  so  away  we 
ploughed  and  toiled,  drenched  to  the  skin,  the  supei*fluous 
water  welling  out  at  our  hoot-tops  every  time  our  legs  were 
moved  to  take  a  fresh  hold  of  the  slippery  saddle,  while  the 
thumping  and  clashing  of  the  tempestuous  shower  against 
the  steaming  roads  forbade  all  attempts  at  conversation  had 
it  been  necessary^  and  almost  blinded  us. 

Not  a  woi'd  was  spoken  for  some  iniles — all  the  talk 
seemed  completely  washed  out  from  us,  as  well  as  the  dust 
and  mud, — and  more  like  shipwi'ecked  voyagers,  just  landed 
from  the  surf  of  a  heavy  sea,  than  overland  travellers^  we 
hurried  on  mth  heads  do^vn  and  backs  well  <ircbed,  the 
chilly  streams  playfully  cascading  around  our  shoulders,  and 
dripping  in  a  heavy  fringe  from  the  most  dependent  comers 
of  coat-skirts  or  sleeves. 

Poor  Ma-foo  stood  it  out  like  a  strong-minded  martyr ; 
though,  as  we  glanced  at  him,  if  we  knew  that  drowning 
awaited  us  the  next  moment,  we  could  not  have  repressed 
our  laughter.  There  he  sat  rolled  up  as  tightly  as  a  mummy 
on  that  eccentric   crooked-legged  old   grey   of  Ids,  —  now 
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clianged  to  a  pale-blue^ — ^  nothing  was  to  be  seen  of  him  but 
his  conical  straw  hat,  that,  like  the  nose  of  a  watering-can, 
carried  the  collected  water  in  tmnsparent  jets  aruund  its 
brim.  It  gave  him  the  appearance  of  a  popular  fountain, 
such  as  our  holiday  folk  are  femilar  with  at  the  Sydenham 
Crystal  Palace^ 

Long  tags  of  disordered  blue  drapery  drooped  loosely 
from  the  little  bundle  sticking  so  closely  to  its  perch,  and 
that  contiuned  the  sediment  of  his  mortality.  The  tempest 
had  deprived  him  of  the  grcater  part  of  his  apparel,  and 
wliat  was  left  of  his  personality  bore  no  resemblance  to  any- 
thing save  a  ship's  swab  that  had  been  accidentally  dipped 
on  the  back  of  a  supemnnuated  steed  fresh  from  Neptune's 
stable. 

Bravely  he  bore  his  condition ;  indeed,  the  ablution  had  a 
most  wholesome  eifect,  not  only  on  his  clothes  but  on  his 
person,  by  scouring  out  the  furrows  on  his  wrinkled  coun- 
tenance, and  carrjing  awaj^  the  incrustation  that  had  almost 
obliterated  the  original  outlines  and  colour  of  his  face  and 
skin. 

The  roads  became  more  and  more  he^\y  for  the  mules, 
and  many  times  threatened  the  cart  with  a  complete  dead- 
lock in  the  mud  and  sand,  not  likely  to  be  overcome  in  a 
huny.  The  willing  brutes,  however,  strained  their  harness 
in  a  way  we  have  never  seen  equalled  out  of  China  without 
an  expenditure  of  whipcord. 

The  driver  was  a  very  inferior  specimen  of  his  class, 
still  he  was  an  excellent  manager  of  what  are  sup|>osed 
generally  to  be  a  most  headstrong  and  stupid  breed  of 
animaU. 

The  Chinese  muleteer  has  obtained  an  influence  over 
these  hybrids  by  patient  perseverance,  and  by  a  sort  of 
intuitive  knowledge  of  their  nature  and  disposition.  This 
is  quite  astonishing  to  those  who  have  seen  Spaniards,  Turks, 
and  Indians  handle  mules  of  a  much  more  docile  turn  than 
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those  bred  here ;  by  means  of  such  gentle  persuasions  as  a 
few  words  express,  they  can  bring  them  hearty  and  fresh 
from  a  long  day's  work  in'  a  manner  that  would  gratify  the 
disciples  even  of  Mr,  Rarey. 

No  Europeans,  wc  think,  could  get  the  same  amount  of 
labour  out  of  them  as  their  Chinese  mastei's,  on  the  same 
miserable  provender.     This  arises,  I  have  been  assured^  from 
the  absence  of  all  disheartening  punishment,  and  the  liberal 
use  of  'moral  suasion/     Hence  a  mule  that,  in  the  hands  of 
a  foreigner,  would  be  not  only  useless  but  dangerous  to  m 
every  one  about  it,  becomes  in  the  possession  of  a  Chinaman  " 
as  quiet  as  a  lamb  and  as  tractable  as  a  dog.     We  never 
beheld  a  runaway,  a  jibbing,  or  a  \icious  mule  or  pony  in  a 
Chinaman's  employment;  but  found  the  same  rattling  cheer- 
fiil  pace  maintained  over  heavy  or  light  ground  by  means  of 
a  turrr  or  cluck-k^  the  beast  turning  to  the  i*ight  or  left  and 
stopping  with  but  a  hint  from  the  reins.     This  treatment 
is  extended  to  all  the  animals  they  press  into  their  service. 
Often  have  I  admired  the  tact  exliibited  in  getting  a  large 
drove  of  frightened  sheep  through  narrow  crowded  streets 
and  alleys,  by  merely  having  a  little  boy  to  lead  one  of  the 
quietest  of  the  flock  in  front;  the  others  steadily  followed 
without  the  aid  either  from  a  yelping  cur  or  a  cruel  goad,   ■ 
Cattle,  pigs^  and  birds  ai*e  equally  cared  for.  1 

The  mutual  confidence  existing  between  the  mule-driver 
and  his  team  seems  to  exist  in  the  relationship  between  man 
here  and  other  domesticated  creatures,  equally  to  the  benefit  M 
of  bipeds  and  quadrupeds.  No  punisliing  spur  disfigiu-es 
the  heel  of  the  equestrian,  who  rides  his  forty  or  fifty  miles 
in  a  few  hours,  armed  with  a  very  mild  wliip  only  to  assist 
him  in  emergencies,  and  using  a  primitive  bridle  furnished 
with  the  softest  of  ^  bits,' 

How  much  does  he  differ  in  this  respect  from  the 
Mexican,  the  Turk,  the  Hindostanee,  and  other  peoples  we 
could  name !     The  Chinese  courier  will  get  over  the  ground 
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as  quickly,  and  with  much  less  injury  to  his  steed  than  any 
other  equestrian;  and  a  larger  proportion  of  horses  and 
mules,  double  and  sometimes  treble  the  average  age  of  those 
less  mercifully  dealt  with  in  other  lands,  is  to  be  found 
about  Peking  and  Tien-tsin,  An  animal  under  five  years 
and  at  work  is  quite  an  exceptional  case;  and  horses  are  as 
sound  and  healthy  at  fifteen,  twenty,  twenty-five,  or  thirty 
years,  as  the  great  majority  of  our  five  and  six  year-olds^ — at 
least,  a  pretty  wide  experience  has  shown  this. 

Away  strained  our  team,  steaming  and  smoking  through 
mud  and  mire,  as  honestly  bearing  their  drudgery  as  if 
they  were  to  be  rewarded  with  the  best  of  oats  in  unli- 
mited quantity,  trusses  of  aromatic  hay,  and  a  snug  stall 
knee-deep  in  soft  straw,  instead  of  being  housed,  as  they 
really  will,  for  a  few  hours  in  a  cold  wet  shed,  and  put  be- 
fore a  great  wooden  trough — ^realising  the  ancient  standai-d 
Dunfermline  pint : 

'  A  big  dUh,  and  little  in  't.' 

And  that  little  molto  di  hard  straw,  pom  di  as  hard 
barley. 

The  Jehu  has  worn  out  the  only  pair  of  shoes  he  started 
witli, — and  a  Chinamfm,  though  ever  so  poor,  objects  to 

'Exposing  God^s  leather  to  God's  weather;* 

he  has  therefore  sivung  himj?elf  on  the  near-side  shaft,  where 
he  is  thoroughly  saturated,  and  keeps  up  an  incessant  tur-r-r 
and  cluck-clucking^  varied  only  by  a  small  shout  now  and  then 
to  re-animate  the  energies  of  the  fagging  pair,  beating  with 
sad  rhythm  the  left  hand  on  the  corresponding  thigh,  and 
swinging  the  remainder  of  the  shoeless  limb  with  the  rigid 
monotonous  regularity  of  a  pendulum.  This  was  a  con- 
firmed habit  of  his,  and  mile  after  mile,  during  many  days,  he 
practised  this  movement  as  if  it  formed  the  principal  part 
of  his  duty.     Not  often   did  anything  go  wrong  with   the 
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haraess;  but  when  it  did  the  mules  stopped  of  their  own 
accord,  and  if  it  was  only  the  leader  getting  over  or  entangled 
in  the  traces^  no  help  was  needed  to  put  her  right  again.       m 

A  little  after  midday  it  cleared  up  a  trifle,  and  close  to  ™ 
the  foot  of  tlie  misty  hills  we  came  in  sight  of  the  walled  . 
town  of  Chang-lc'tow,  a  rather  welcome  haven  after  the  storm,  m 

On  reflection  it  was  thought  unadvisable  to  halt  inside 
the  walls,  in  consequence  of  the  excitement  and  fiirore  our 
presence  w^as  sure  to  create ;  and  the  condition  in  which  the 
place  appeared  favoured  this  conclusion.  In  addition  to  the 
questionable  nature  of  the  reception  to  be  met  with  within 
the  high  gloomy  avails  that  rose  at  the  termination  of  the  \ 
gmvelly  road  at  the  west  side,  there  was  an  outer  defence  of  ■ 
mud,  in  the  ordinaiy  Chinese  system  of  fortifiaition,  and  with 
the  cai'efully  smoothed  face  and  the  elaborately  notched  edge 
for  small  aims,  that  characterised  the  works  aix>und  Tien-tsin 
on  our  arrival  at  that  place ;  the  whole  apparently  of  quite 
recent  date.  There  was  a  narrow  postem-gate  and  bridge  of 
planks  only,  for  an  enti*aiice  acmss  the  ditch  to  the  inside  of 
the  work. 

The  whole  looked  as  if  an  enemy  was  momentarily  expected, 
though  we  could  not  perceive  a  single  soldier  moving  within. 

Rather  suspicious  tlian  otlierwisc,  we  thought  it  but  wise  to 
reconnoitre  befom  going  farther  and  thrusting  our  heads  into 
a  net  J  so  cantering  round  tow^ai^ds  the  northern  side  of  the 
town,  leaving  the  cart  and  Ma-foo  to  follow,  we  had  time 
to  take  a  leisurely  survey  unmolested  by  anyone, 

Chan g-le- tow  might  have  been  prepared,  or  was  preparing, 
for  a  seven  years'  war,  so  formidable  were  the  works,  and  so 
inaccessible  w^ere  they  to  the  hiry  of  the  enemy  who  might  set 
himself  doWTi  before  them,  and  go  through  all  the  interesting 
formalities  of  a  Chinese  siege- 

The  embattled  w  alls  looked  tolerably  sound, — that  is,  they 
were  not  in  ruins,  and  to  my  surprise  showed  marks  of  the 
trowel  in  sundry  white  lines  of  plaster  in  various  places, 
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which,  however,  may  have  been  more  intended  to  deceive  the 
outsider  than  a  sincere  attempt  at  repair. 

Our  eyes  ran  along  the  whole  line  of  parapet,  and  peeped 
enquiringly  through  those  mediaeval-looking  embrasures ;  but 
with  the  exception  of  a  sort  of  sentry-box,  without  a  sentry, 
standing  drearily  at  each  cornerj  nothing  denoted  immediate 
action.  Such  was  my  impression,  but  I  was  wrong.  A  more 
careful  scrutiny  made  me  detect  three  lilliputian  guns  over  a 
gateway,  e\^dently  laid  to  surprise  assailants  should  they 
venture  so  far  from  their  own  lines.  So  artfully  were  they 
concealed  that,  dismounted  from  their  carriages,  supposing 
they  had  ever  been  mounted,  nothing  but  their  muzzles 
showed  above  the  sole  of  the  embrasure.  They  looked  like 
the  mouths  of  bo  many  decapitated  soda-water  bottles. 

This  northern  gate  faces  the  hills,  wliich  from  their 
pi-oximity  to  the  town  are  here  designated  ^Chang-le-Shan,' 
and  rise  in  sterile  gi'andeur  to  a  height  of  about  2,000  feet- 
It  has  also  an  outwork  of  plaster,  ditched  and  bridged  on  the 
most  nan*ow  scale,  and  possesses  a  considemble  number  of 
temporary  millet  and  mud  huts  inside  for  the  reception  of 
tlie  *  braves '  who  are  to  hold  this  post  of  honour,  but  who 
have  not  yet  arrived  in  their  new  quarters. 

More  fomiidtible  than  all  this  is  that  flanking  or  detached 
demifbastion,  fur  it  is  luird  to  get  a  technical  name  in  our  lan- 
guage for  thijigs  which  we  never  saw  or  heard  of  before.  It  is 
perched  on  a  low  hill  with  remarkable  sagacity.  The  front 
might  take  some  active  Britons  in  light  maix^hing  order  a  little 
trouble  to  climb  over,  were  a  few  stout  Chinese  ^^-ith  long 
poles  able  to  stand  on  the  rampart  and  push  them  down ;  but 
the  clumsiest  tixM^ps  in  the  world  would  enter  it  in  a  few 
minutes  by  making  a  small  round-alx)ut  to  the  left. 

We  can  see  no  cannon — prol)ably  they  are  still  at  the 
foundry,  or  the  carpenter  in  the  town  may  be  making  a 
few  '  dummies '  to  soothe  the  alarms  of  the  trading  citizens 
until   the   blacksmith  has  tbrged   as  many  as  will  make  a 
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satisfactory  noise  aiid  bum  priniing  in  dry  weather.  The 
fort  is  unoccupied  except  on  the  pampet,  where  two  roguish- 
looking  magpies  are  doing  garrison  duty  until  they  have 
exhausted  tlitir  chatter  and  prconed  their  feathers  for  the 
next  sliower  of  rain- 

What  had  been  the  cause  of  all  this  hostile  preparation  we 
were  thoroughly  at  a  loss  to  di™ie ;  and  in  our  wet  state, 
with  vacant  stomachs  and  tired  nags,  we  did  not  particularly 
press  ourselves  to  enquii^e.  It  was  a  source  of  congratulation 
to  us  that  there  was  no  strife,  no  attack  or  defence,  or  other 
game  going  on,  likely  to  throw  an  obstacle  in  our  flooded 
path  or  cause  us  to  get  into  trouble,  and  we  were  content 
to  forego  the  knowledge  of  what  had  created  this  additional 
proof  of  the  militarj^  genius  of  the  country.  Possibly  such 
bride*s-cake  structures  were  reared  to  train  the  bodies  and 
improve  the  minds  of  Cliincse  military  engineers,  or  teach 
militia  how  to  defend  tliemselves  behind  a  lofty  parapet  a 
few  inches  in  thicknessj  and  explode  flaky  gunpowder  with 
the  loudest  report  without  burning  out  their  eyes.  Perhaps 
they  were  raised  to  satisfy  the  inspector  of  foi*tifications  that 
praiseworthy  efforts  were  being  made  to  add  to  the  security 
of  the  empire — or  mayhap  to  protect  themselves  from  some 
offshoot  of  the  rebellion  raging  not  very  far  oif,  but  of  whose 
outbreak  in  this  direction  we  have  not  heard. 

Hungry  men  have  no  ears  for  anything  but  what  relates  to 
present  internal  wants ;  so  we  betook  ourselves  back  again  to 
meet  the  cart,  which  it  was  dreaded  had  come  to  grief  on  the 
road,  it  had  been  so  long  in  trjing  to  overtake  us. 

In  returning  we  noticed  what,  in  our  attention  to  these 
non-picturesque  matters,  we  had  missed  coming  up — another 
of  those  little  snatches  of  roadside  scenery  that  are  always 
acceptable,  even  in  the  most  unfevourable  weather.  It  looked 
pretty,  even  under  such  a  pall-like  sky  as  that  we  then  had — 
deadening  everything  beneath  it.  A  long  way  up,  on  the 
steep  face  of  a  granite  hill,  a  flight  of  steps,  diminished  by 
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distance  to  the  size  of  the  cutting  ridges  on  the  edge  of  a 
fine  tile,  ascends  to  a  toy-gateway,  and  then,  becoming  more 
perpendicular,  runs  up — a  black  line — to  a  narrow  terrace 
enclosed  by  a  low  stone  wall,  on  each  side  of  which  are  two 
temples  with  red  pillars,  in  style  something  between  the 
Swiss  chMet  and  the  Turkish  kiosk.  They  were  set  off  by 
flat-topped  fir-trees^  whose  dark  green  shade  contrasts  well 
with  the  dusky  blue  hill  and  the  red  hue  of  the  pillars; 
another  flight  of  invisible  steps,  through  a  number  of  tiny 
gates  up  to  another  terrace  with  curious  atoms  of  buildings^ 
intended  possibly  for  dwelling-houses  for  the  priests,  who, 
like  tbeir  fellows  in  other  parts  of  the  empire,  and  lite  the 
monks  of  the  West,  past  and  present,  have  the  happy  knack 
of  combinmg  religion  with  comfort,  beauty,  and  salubrity  of 
location  in  the  most  inviting  spots  of  nature,  and  adding 
other  trifles  that  help  to  prolong  and  render  fdicitous  such 
valuable  lives. 

The  picture  was  an  agreeable  one,  and  set  in  that  wide  frame 
of  everlasting  rock  was  striking  enough  ;  but  where  was  the 
tardy  cart  and  its  attendants  all  this  time  ?  We  rode  back 
to  the  spot  where  we  left  it^  but  not  a  trace  could  the  rutted 
and  flooded  road  give  of  its  whereabouts.  I  galloped  round 
three  sides  of  the  walls,  but  could  not  discover  anything  of 
the  missing  vehicle.  Enquiries  are  made  of  sevei^al  coun- 
trymen,  but  they  hopelessly  shake  their  heads  and  give 
a  grunt,  and  stupidly  avow  they  do  not  understand  what 
we  iay. 

We  rush  up  roads  among  the  hills  where  wheel  tracks 
and  fresh  prints  of  shod  hoofs  make  us  believe  they  have 
gone.  But,  no ;  they  are  lost-  The  dilemma  is  a  serious 
one-  All  we  possess  is  in  the  cart ;  money — eveiy thing. 
In  \^ain  we  dash  towards  a  circle  of  children  who  are  play- 
ing at  some  game  in  the  middle  of  the  way,  sure  that  if  our 
servants  have  interrupted  their  sport  they  must  remember 
it,  and  be  able  to  tell  which  way  they  have  gone  —  they  fly 
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before  us,  screaraing  as  if  we  were  savages  or  wild  beasts, 
and  in  a  trice  are  hid  from  our  sight. 

Anxiety,  anger,  and  mortification,  now  gave  way  to 
despair.  We  must  enter  the  town — chance  our  reception 
there —and  searcli  through  the  streets  for  the  vagrants, 
though  they  must  know  that  we  did  not  intend  to  go 
through  the  place,  and  ought  to  have  followed  on  our 
steps. 

We  cross  the  drawbridge  —  the  three  sides  of  the  town, 
we  have  remarked,  are  defended  by  these  extra  precautions, 
but  the  ditch  could  be  jumped  by  an  active  schoolboy  —  we 
pass  through  a  mde  space  filled  with  empty  huts,  and  come 
to  the  brick  wall  surrounded  by  a  wide  moat  filled  with 
water  and  filth  of  such  an  ofi'ensive  quality,  that  for  defence 
it  must  be  unequalled — nothing  living,  I  am  confident,  could 
exist  near  it  for  a  few  hours  but  Chinese  and  cesspool  rats* 
Not  a  single  soldier  was  to  be  seen  either  at  the  gateways  or 
in  the  streets. 

The  town  was  mucid  and  quaggy  in  the  extreme ;  once 
or  twice  we  found  the  thoroughfai^es  unfordable,  and  had  to 
make  a  bend  round  to  avoid  total  loss,  not  only  of  our 
ponies  but  ourselves.  True,  we  saw  the  place  under  dis- 
advantageous circumstances ;  but  when  are  you  to  see  a 
Chinese  town  to  advantage  ?  In  fair  weather  and  in  foul ; 
at  sunrise,  midday,  and  sunset,  and  at  all  seasons  of  the 
year,  have  we  watched  but  never  caught  the  happy  moment 
for  seeing  such  sights  favourably.  This  period  some  people 
say  never  was  and  never  vnU  be.  Perhaps  it  never  can  be 
while  our  friends  wear  their  diminished  locks  twisted  down 
theu*  backs  —  they  must  ever  be  going  farther  and  farther 
to  the  rear  of  those  civilised  nations  who  impcrsonify  Time 
as  an  old  gentleman  wearing  a  forelock  on  his  brow  in- 
stead of  a  tail  beliind,  by  wliich  they  are  keeping  him 
from  leaving  them  altogether,  as  had  happened  to  these 
Celestials. 
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On  we  went,  up  one  street  and  down  another,  followed  by 

the  idle  mob  who  care  not  for  tiie  difficulties  attending  the 

iiavngation  of  theii*  town  but  steer  direct  in  our  wake ;  in 

doing  which  they  spli^h  many  a  white-skirted  shopkeeper 

^whoj  having  lxx*n  warned  of  our  approach^  had  rushed  to  liia 

low   door  to   mark   the   ijeculiaiities   of  two   half-drowned 


strangers. 


Gralling  do  we  find  it  to  ask  anyone  questions ;  for  no 
sooner  do  the  Toystering  young  imps  hear  our  voices,  than 
"with  one  accord  they  roise  a  shout  of  mirth,  in  which  the 
elders  —  childisli  as  they  are  —  take  part ;  we  are,  there- 
ibre,  forced  to  remain  speechless  iii  the  midst  of  our  afflic- 
tion. 

The  town  has  been  crossed  ;  the  trying  ordeal  of  another 
ditch  has  been  overcome,  and  we  are  in  a  suburb  dirtier, 
find  consecpiently  busier,  than  the  town.  Here  the  people 
received  us  in  a  calmer  and  a  more  obliging  manner. 

Seeing  us  look  to  the  right  and  left — up  every  lane  and 
round  every  comer — ^they  at  once  divined  the  cause,  and 
pointed  a  long  way  in  front.  There,  encompassed  by  a  rout 
of  eager  folks,  we  at  last  come  upon  the  vexatious  vehicle, 
with  Ma-foo,  miserable  tissue-paper  atomy  that  he  was,  stand- 
ing at  his  ease,  looking  carelessly  about  him.  As  soon  as 
he  perceived  us,  he  scrambled  up  into  his  saddle,  and  hailed 
us  with  a  grin  and  a  salute,  indicative  of  his  pleasure  and 
Ma  anxiety  on  our  account. 

To  improve  our  condition  another  outbreak  of  the  storm 
overtook  us,  and  as  no  inn  in  the  locidity  could  entertain  us, 
we  had  to  sally  out  into  the  road  again,  thumped  heartily 
by  the  heavy  rain-drops. 

After  passing  two  or  three  miles  along  a  sandy  road,  close 
to  the  foot  of  the  hiUs,  with  the  land  in  some  places  covered 
by  great  boulders  of  granite,  and  stray  cottages  of  a  very 
poor  description,  we  reach  a  wretched  hovel  at  the  village  of 
Chow-foo,  where  the  hiUs  have  been  named  Chow-foo  Shan — 
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with  nothing  to  distinguish  its  character  from  the  other 
dweUings  save  the  sign-board  of  an  inn  in  these  parts  — 
viz.,  five  red  hoops  and  a  scoop  of  basketwork  suspended 
from  a  pole.  At  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  we  were 
preparing  our  breakfasts,  and  we  required  no  tonic  to  give 
us  an  appetite. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

OLD-FASBIONED  TOWN — MUTILATED  FEET  OF  CHINESE  WOMEN — AN 
INSPECTION  AND  ITS  RESULT  —  THE  DEFORMITY  CONSIDERED  A  PROOF 
OF  GENTILITY  —  CHINESE  DOGS  —  TOWN  SCAVENGERS  —  LOSING  OUR 
WAT  —  CHANGE  IN  COSTUME  —  COMFORTABLE  DRESS  —  WARM  CLOTHING 
—  ENORMOUS  BOOTS  —  A  CHINAMAN^S  WARDROBE  —  CHINESE  FIGS  AND 
THEIR  TREATMENT  —  SINGULAR  DELICACIES — A  SUSPICIOUS  INN,  AND 
ITS  OCCUPANTS  —  THE  OPIUM-SMOKER  —  USE  OF  THAT  DRUG  —  ITS 
EFFECTS  EXAGGERATED. 

ONLY  one  brief  hour  was  allowed  us  to  recruit ;  at  its 
termination,  without  changing  our  costume,  we  started 
off  again  to  make  another  score  of  miles. 

The  time  we  had  purposed  accomplishing  the  journey  in 
was  very  limited  ;  we  knew  not  what  was  before  us,  and  the 
means  of  returning  to  Tien-tsin  again  were  very  doubtful. 
We  wavered  between  taking  the  chance  of  meeting  a  small 
trading  vessel  ready  to  start  from  New-Chwang  —  one  of 
the  five  northern  ports  opened  to  our  trade  —  chartering 
there  a  junk,  and  trusting  to  wind  and  weather  to  find  our 
way  across  the  Gulf  in  about  a  fortnight,  or  having  to  ride 
back  the  way  we  were  now  going.  We  were  afraid  of  over- 
staying our  leave,  and  therefore  thought  it  best  to  hurry  on 
while  progress  was  possible. 

The  way  was  dull  enough  and  the  evening  was  lowering ; 
the  villages  looked  verj^  tnste  and  lonely  in  the  midst  of  so 
much  water  and  sloppy  ground,  but  in  fine  days  they  must 
have  worn  a  much  merrier  aspect. 

A  large  old-fashioned  town — all  Chinese  towns  are  old- 
&shioned,  but  this  one  appeared  more  so  than  any  we  had 
yet  seen  —  was  passed  thix)ugh. 

It  looked  as  quiet  as  if  all  the  inhabitants  had  gone  to 
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bed,  but  possessed  good  houses  built  of  stone  and  brick, 
neutly  finished  off,  and  the  almost  flat  roofs  tiled  or  thatched 
with  straw*  Lots  of  courtyards,  gardens,  and  trees,  with 
wide  uncHred-for  streets  dividing  them,  threw  the  houses 
rather  out  of  the  way,  so  that  few  of  the  inmates  saw  us  pass. 
There  were  some  large  shops^  but  no  business  was  being 
transacted,  o^ig  perhaps  to  the  wet ;  this  had  also  sus-  ' 
pended  the  laboui's  of  the  workmen  at  an  open-air  theatre, 
that  was  in  process  of  being  rigged  up  and  fitted  out  by 
the  aid  of  a  cart  propj>ed  horizonttdly  on  two  legs  in  the 
centre  of  an  open  space.  A  few  boai^s  were  laid  across  its 
sides  for  the  struts  and  strides  of  the  wandering  wearers  of 
the  sock  and  buskin,  and  a  millet-stalk  framework  screened 
three  sides  of  the  stage  from  \Hew,  whereon  a  table  and  two 
stools  did  duty  as  stage  furniture. 

Where  a  group  of  willows  grew  before  a  wide  doorway, 
and  partially  formed  toi  arbour,  shielded  fix>m  the  rain  by 
their  overlapping  brandies,  a  fenmle  assembly  was  being 
held.  It  was  our  bad  fortune  to  render  its  dissolution 
necessary,  and  to  scare  the  blooming  maids  and  withered 
matrons  almost  into  hysterics  ^ — if  such  a  ci\dlised  complaint 
has  yet  made  its  appearance  in  the  flowery  land — as  they 
waddled  off  their  several  ways  on  their  pettitoes  vnth  the 
most  lamentable  ^tumpiness* 

Here  is  another  of  those  moj^bid  fancies  that,  balanced 
against  the  more  reasonable  fashions  and  tastes  of  the  people 
of  tliis  country,  far  outweighs  them  all,  and  outrages  the 
common  sense  of  every  rational  foreigner.  Give  them  credit 
to  the  full  for  the  good  traits  tliey  possess  ;  call  tlietn  the 
most  industrious  of  beings  on  the  globe,  the  must  promising 
and  impravable  of  all  eastern  nations ;  laud  to  the  uttnust 
those  institutions  which,  we  are  told  to  believe,  have  guided 
them  thmugh  long  ages,  and  permitted  them  to  Bee  the 
glimmer  of  a  modern  world  and  a  new  ci\nlisation,  and  to 
hold  intercourse   witli   a   new   race   of  men   some   twenty 
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centuries  younger  and  yet  more  advanced  in  whatever 
pertains  to  human  greatness,  and  then  show  u^  these 
jEgi panes — ^these  females  with  the  mutilated  feet^  who  walk 
BB  we  used  to  imaf^ine  'puss  in  boots '  must  have  done;  and 
our  admiration  is  suspended. 

We  can  hardly  say  n  word  in  favour  of  an}'  ])eo})h*,  who 
would,  for  an  hour  even,  force  the  tenderest  and  fairest  of 
creation  into  such  an  appalling  amount  of  suifering,  deformity, 
and  inconvenient  helplessness.     Look  at  these  poor  creatures 
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rilow  scuttling  away  in  as  bad  pliglit  as  if  some  inhuman 
monster  had  amputated  their  feet  from  the  ankles,  balancing 
themselves  with  extreme  diflicidty,  supported  by  the  walls, 
or  clinging  to  anything  that  may  in  the  least  aid  them  in 
progression  and  prevent  their  downfall;  while  they  move 
their  stiffened  legs  and  plant  their  wasted  heels  and  crushed 
toes,  which  are  hid  in  doll-Uke  shoes,  smaller  than  any  we 
ever  saw  at  Canton,  Shanghai,  or  even  Peking,  just  as  a 
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Chelsea  pensioner  would  do  if  he  tried  to  walk  with  two 
wooden  substitutes  for  his  nether  limbs,  without  a  staflF^ — 
then  say  what  any  other  family  of  the  human  species  could 
show  to  equal  such  a  sight. 

We  drop  civilisation  and  turn  to  Savagedom,  but  can  find 
no  equivalent  wilful  barbarity.  The  flattened  head,  the  sawn 
or  chipped  teeth,  the  nose  or  lips  deformed  by  hea\y  rings, 
or  the  eardobes  pierced  and  widened  to  such  dimensions  that 
they  seiTe  as  wallets,  caiinot  fitly  be  com]>ared  to  this  fashion 
in  the  sad  spectacle  it  affoixls,  and  the  utterly  abject  condition 
of  the  women  who  are  subjected  to  it. 

Some  people  may  point  to  tlie  stays  of  occidental  lands, 
but  the  veiy  worst  cases  of  tightdacing  can  never  induce 
effects  so  deplomble  as  those  which  astonished  us  for  many 
montlis  after  our  arrival  in  the  countr}'--  It  is  impossible  to 
look  at  a  crippled  woman  treading  on  the  verj^  extremitj^  of 
the  dwarfed  heels  of  her  shoes,  with  the  atrophied  ankles  and 
instep  wound  up  in  stripes  of  cotton  cloth,  making  only  a  few 
inches  at  a  step,  with  the  arms  swaying  and  body  ungracefally 
erect,  without  a  strong  feeling  of  pity  for  her  misfortune, 
mid  without  showering  nialedictione  on  the  heads  of  those 
wretches  who  introduced  the  villauous  practice,  and  those 
rulers  who  permit  it  to  be  perpetuated. 

Ah,  Le-liow-choo,  a  heav)  load  of  blame  lies  at  your  tomb- 
stone, if  what  tradition  says  be  true,  that  you^  in  the  early 
days  of  the  Five  Dynasties,  conmianded  your  beautiful  con- 
cubine and  slave,  Yaou,  to  tie  up  her  feet  in  unyielding  rolls 
of  silk,  so  that  their  natural  perfections,  might  be  obliterated 
to  suit  your  depraved  wish,  and  the  matchlessly  formed 
instep  and  toes  be  tnmsformed  into  a  repulsive  stump,  sup- 
posed to  vie  ill  shape  mth  the  new  moon ! 

Curiosity  impelled  me  once  to  be  one  of  a  party  in 
examining  ^i  uncovered  foot-  The  young  woman  was  not 
at  first  veiy  ready  to  remove  the  shoe  and  the  collection  of 
bands  around  the  limb,   to  satisfy  the  stmnge  request  we 
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le,  but  a  few  dollars  quickly  dissipated  her  reticence^ 
'  and  also  induced  another  to  increase  the  exhibition.  It  was 
no  treat.  The  i^emoval  of  the  bandages  was  like  the  exhu- 
matiou  of  a  half-decomposed  body,  and  made  our  party  close 
their  mouths  and  hold  tlieir  nostrils,  much  to  the  augmented 
astonishment  of  the  young  ladies,  while  we  stretched  our 
necks  to  see  all  as  quickly  as  possible^ 

No  toe  was  visible  but  the  big  toe;  the  othei's  had  been 
doubled  under  the  sole,  vnth  which,  after  weeks  of  suffering 
_and  excruciating  i>ainj  they  had  become  incorporated^  and 
were  not  to  be  distinguished  from  it,  except  by  the  number 
of  white  seajus  and  scars  that  deeply  furrowed  the  skin.  The 
instep  was  sadly  marked  by  the  vestiges  of  large  ulcers  that 
had  covered  its  surface,  consequent  on  the  violence  used  to 
bend  it  up  into  a  lump ;  and,  in  form  as  well  m  colour,  was 
like  a  dumpling ;  while  the  limb  from  the  foot  to  the  knee 
was  withered  and  flaccid  as  that  of  one  long  jmralysed.  The 
disp  lay  was  repugnant  in  every  way — ^we  fled,  and  have  been 
careful  ever  since  to  be  absent  when  any  more  of  these 
living  mummies  were  about  to  be  mirolled. 

It  is  an  extmordinaiy  circumstance  that  the  further  north 
one  goes,  the  more  universal  the  odious  fashion  becomes*  At 
Tien-tsin,  ui  the  Clihiese  portion  of  Peking,  and  in  some  of 
tlie  larger  towns  we  have  visited,  a  woman  or  a  female  child 
with  unmutiluted  feet  was  never  seen,  unless  by  some  veiy 
rare  chance,  and  then  they  were  supposed  to  be  Tartars  (as 
the  diamond  eyes  at  Limchow  for  example).  But  the 
amazing  thing  is,  the  devotion  of  the  fair  sex  in  the  miTd 
districts  to  tlie  disabling  custom.  Everyone  had  the  Pandean 
hoof  as  scrhnply  developed  as  if  she  were  competmg  for  the 
leadership  of  the  beau  ton  m  this  respect,  regardless  of  the 
state  of  inefficiency  into  wliich  she  %vas  thrown.  She  is  unfit 
to  work  out  of  dooi's  or  in  the  courtyard  without  some  prop, 
and  must  manage  household  affiurs  in  a  veiy  uiibecoming 
and  toddlmg  way — evidence  sufficient,  one  would  be  inclhied 
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to  say,  to  open  the  eyes  of  the  frugal  toiling  husband  to  the 
vanity  and  vexation,  besides  loss,  caused  by  his  wife's  pride. 

From  the  m<5ixhant's  fiivounte  dame  to  the  old  beggar^ 
woman  and  her  child  in  the  reeking  pmiiem  of  the  lowest 
parts  of  the  to^vn,  where  a  trifle  must  be  hard  to  gs^iiii,  all  bow 
to  the  seli^imptised  punishment,  J:hough  for  what  reiisoii  they 
know  not.  It  is  the  fashion — their  mothers  and  grand- 
mothers did  it,  and  so  must  they ;  did  they  leave  their  feet 
imtampered  with  and  unswathed,  they  would  be  like  the 
outside  barbarians-  In  short  they  look  u|X)n  it  as  the  mark 
of  a  polished  nation,  and  those  who  have  it  not  are  held  in 
low  esteem. 

A  lady  at  Hongkong  informed  me  that  once  she  had  two 
native  female  domestics,  one  with  cramped,  the  other  with 
natural  feet,  and  that  they  were  always  quan^elling  about 
these  articles-  She  who  was  able  to  move  about  her  work 
readily  griunbled  at  the  other  because  she  liad  in  consequence 
more  than  her  share  of  labour^  and  hesitated  not  to  tell  the 
ottier  that  her  lame  toes  were  the  cause;  the  fashionable 
sister,  who  always  assumed  haughty  airs  towai-ds  the  plel>eian 
because  of  the  ^  golden  lilies,'  *  would  effectually  silence  her 
for  a  few  minutes  by  declaring  in  the  sweet-sounding  timp^ 
^Ah,  why  for  you  so  talkee  me?  My  mudda  (mother) 
number  one  woman;  hab  makee  me  idla  plopa  (all  proper).* 

I  cannot  undei-stand  why,  when  the  conquering  Tartars 
introduced,  or  rather  stuck  on  the  Chinese  heads  the  stamp  of 
their  potency,  in  the  whimsical  tail  or  tress  which  they  them- 
selves wore,  they  did  not  abolish  the  thoroughly  Chinese 
institution  of  the  smaU  foot,  or  make  their  own  women  adopt 
it.  In  all  likelihood  their  acute  judgment  at  that  time 
showed  them  the  deteriorating  eflbcts  of  a  practice  that 
would  soon  reduce  the  robust  and  active  female  population 
of  their  clans  into  weak  silly  toys,  fit  oidy  to  be  nursed,  and 
therefore  unworthy  of  such  a  manly  race. 

♦  Tbe  name  for  crippled  feet. 
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If  the  one  extremity  of  the  body  is*  held  sacred  to  an 
inviolable  and  unalterable  custom,  its  antipodes  at  any  rate 
m  not;  for  just  as  two  of  the  alarmed  gossips  limp  through  a 
door  in  front  of  us,  we  see  that  their  manner  of  twisting  up 
the  hair  differs  %sridely  from  that  followed  in  the  country  we 
have  passed  through.  Here  it  is  dressed  and  giunmed  in 
the  form  of  an  ingot  of  sycee  silver,  which  is  something  in 
shape  like  a  cream  jug^  or  an  oval  cup  wide  at  top  and  narrow 
ut  the  bottom,  with  a  piece  scooped  out  of  the  edge  at  each 
sddc,  and  with  bright-coloured  flowers  fastened  by,  or  stuck 
about  skewers  and  pins^  that  stand  out  like  porcupine  quills^ 
Though  their  necks  be  ever  so  dirty,  and  their  feces  not 
much  better,  yet  the  hair  must  be  as  exquisitely  trimmed 
and  plastered,  according  to  the  local  rage,  as  that  on  a  wax 
model  seen  in  a  London  barber's  shop  window. 

It  was  a  great  relief  to  pass  quietly  through  a  town,  and 
miss  the  clatter  and  din  that  had  attended  our  progress 
hitherto.  If  the  rain  had  made  us  unJiappy  one  way  and 
retarded  our  advance,  it  at  any  rate  drove  the  mob  from 
our  pBth  and  allowed  us  to  pass  on  much  more  pleasantly 
than  if  the  brawlino;  voices  of  countless  thi*oats  had  'gathered 
behind  and  before  us. 

Only  a  trtjop  of  the  common  dogs  of  the  countiy^— outeast 
wanderers  that  they  are — gave  us  a  parting  salute  of  savage 
barkings  before  the  last  houses  in  the  outskirts  had  been 
passed,  and  then  tore  away  into  the  lanes  and  fields  when  a 
whip  was  shaken  at  them. 

It  is  somewhat  curious  to  find  this  breed  of  the  Ca7m 
familiaris  so  widely  diffused  over  the  world,  and  abounding 
in  every  comer  in  China  that  one  chances  to  put  foot  iji. 
Closely  allied  to  the  Pariah  dog  of  India,  the  savage  pests  of 
Cairo  and  Egypt  genemUy,  those  of  Syria,  and  those  sniu*ling 
di'ovcs  which  we  have  been  so  often  obliged  to  pelt  off  with 
stones  b)^  moonlight,  in  the  narrow  streets  of  Stamlx)ul, — the 
Pariah  dog  of  North  China  is,  like  them,  allowed  to  breed 
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and  to  iiifest  the  towiis  and  villages  free  fi*om  disturbance, 
congi'egiitf  oil  the  phiina  or  in  the  fields  during  the  day, 
to   kennel  in   the  graveyards;   while  at  iiight  they  prowl 
about  the  streets  like  our  scavengers  at  home,  sweeping  oA 
the  quantities  of  filtli  and  tmsli  that  strew  tlie  thoroughfare^ 
Tliougli  the  Clunese  ha\*e  no  religious  scruples  with  re 
to  the   dog,   like   the  IIiudiX)s  and  Mohammedans^  yet  i 
animal   is   neglected   bj   them,    and  neither  made   a   coi 
panion  of,  nor  yet  employed  in  any   capacity,  unless  as 
watch-dog,  or  in  a  very  mild  kind  of  spurt  which  I  m; 
speak  of  hereafter.     It  is  slightly  different  fi-om  the  south 
Chinese  nomad,  whicii  White,  in  his  *  Natural  History  oIl 
Selbornc,'   describes   very  accurately ;  bearing  an  outwan 
likeness  to  the  Highhmd  slieep-dog  of  Scotland,  and  to  thoi 
painted  on  the  tomb  of  Eoti  at  Beni  Hassan  twentj^-thi'e 
centuries  before  the  Christian  era.     It  is  surprising  that  tlij 
breed   should   so   long   retain   its    characteristic    ibnu   an< 
peculiarities  amid  the  vicissitudes  of  climate  and  neglect 
and  the  introduction  of  other  varieties,  to  which  at  Tien-taii 
and  Peking  a  free  intennixture  of  other  races  had  given  birth 

Uncared  for  by  the  ChinesCj  hunted  by  Europeans,  tt 
whom  it  proves  an  endless  source  of  annoyance  by  it| 
nocturnal  liowlings,  barkings,  and  noisj^  fights,  and  covere* 
with  mange  and  solves,  the  service  it  renders  is  yet  gi'eat ;  foJ 
without  it  imd  the  pig,  as  sanitary  agents,  heaven  only  knowi 
what  the  Centnd  Flowery  Land  would  become  in  a  shor 
time.  Its  mission  is  a  most  disgusting  one,  and  we  woulc 
rather  see  this  fiuthful  and  devoted  friend  of  man  cared  foi 
by  the  family,  than  find  it  the  devourer  of  their  filth,  and  thi 
object  of  their  disregard. 

The  work  is  gone  through  in  a  systematic  manner  ;  everj 
dog  having  its  allotnient  in  a  certain  district  of  a  town  from 
which  it  must  not  intrude  upon  that  of  others,  without  thti 
penalty  of  being  half  worried.  Their  tastes,  as  may  be 
inferred,  are  not  over  nice,  for  they  hesitate  at  no  kind  of  diet* 
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Can  anyone  who  has  seen  these  canine  vultures  in  the 
deserted  villages  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Peking  a  few  days 
after  an  engagement,  forget  the  sensation  of  horror  he 
experienced,  when  inadvertently  he  startled  a  swarm  of 
them  from  feasting  on  the  body  of  a  dead  Chinaman  in  some 
lonely  spot  ? 

The  streets  and  the  houses  contain  mongrels  as  innume- 
rable as  those  of  any  English  town.  We  have  seen  dogs 
lodged  and  fed  vnth  some  care,  pi'obably  in  consequence  of 
their  scarcity  and  value  as  pets.  Among  these  the  turnspit, 
the  pugheaded  lap-dog,  and  the  delicate  toyish  Japanese 
poodle  have  been  recognised;  but  more  interesting  than  all, 
is  the  Shantung  terrier  from  the  province  of  that  name,  and 
which,  for  aflfection,  tender  sagacity,  and  purity  of  breed,  is 
equal  to  the  finest  Skye  terrier,  to  which  it  bears  a  very 
striking,  if  not  complete  resemblance. 

These  latter  are  very  scarce  and  dear,  and  when  obtained 
a  European  has  great  difficulty  in  gaining  their  friendship. 
From  the  long  soft  bluish-white  hair  that  conceals  their 
bodies  and  almost  obscures  their  eyes,  the  Chinese  call  them 
the  *  silken-haired  dogs.'  There  is  another  variety  brought 
from  Mantchuria  for  hunting  purposes — a  sort  of  hybrid 
hound  as  tall  as  our  greyhound,  and  in  some  points  re- 
sembling it,  but  so  deficient  in  the  sense  of  smell,  and  so 
slow-paced,  as  to  be  almost  useless  to  Europeans. 

On  departing  from  this  to^vn,  the  roads,  which  lay  in 
many  places  very  low,  were  like  mill-dams,  and  entirely 
precluded  any  hopes  of  getting  through  them  witliout  some 
accident ;  so  we  struck  off  into  bypaths  and  devious  tracks, 
with  our  faces  still  determinedly  looking  to  the  north-east — 
our  course  for  that  part  of  the  Great  Wall  we  must  pene- 
trate, if  we  are  to  reach  it  at  all — trusting  to  our  driver  to 
find  gaps  in  the  millet  through  which  he  might  get  our 
humble  equipage.  The  two  mules  tore  at  their  work,  the 
driver  shouted  and  turr-ed,  our  ponies  shuffled  away,  and  we 
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covered  four  or  five  miles  in  as  wild  a  storm  of  wi 

raiii,  thunder  and  lightning,  as  the  most  ardent  lover  of 

nature  in  her  angry  moods  could  seek  fur. 

We  had  been  plashin;^  hidf  stupefied  through  bewilderinj 
thickets  of  tidl-stalked  gmin  that  did  not  shelter  us  in  the 
least  from  tlie  tt)rreats  that  fell,  and  had  got  far  into  the 
wide  plain,  without  a   single   hmdmark   or  prospect   of  a 
village*     Seeing  beyond  as  much  of  what  lay  before  us  as  a 
twelve  feet  wall  woidd  ]>ermit,  we  were  satisfied  that  if  gfl 
night  in  such  a  situation  was  to  be  spared  us^  it  was  high 
time  to  enquire  for   some   place  where  we  might  lay  our 
heads*     But   not   a   soul  was  to   be  seen.     The  attendant^ 
Ma-foo  Wiis  incons<3lable  ;  and  the  carter  incomprehensihla^ 
After  wheeling  down  footpaths  to  the  right  and  left,  our  guide 
grew  confused  and  pulled  up,  confessing  that  he  did  notknowJ 
the  way.     He  had  led  us  into  an  inextricable  mlderiiess 
green  crops,  where  we  stood  completely  puzzled  and  lost  ;^ 
there  was  no  obliging  divinity  to  help  us  out  of  the  labyrinthjj 
and  a  canopy  above  showei'ed  down   never-ceasing  water 
sjxiuts  irom  a  source  as  black  as  Lucifer's  dress  waistcoat. 

A  brief  consultation  was  held  ;  a  dive  was  made  by  one  of 
us  through  the  water-laden  barrier  towards  where  the  maii]^ 
mad  ought  to  be ;  and  about  half  a  mile's  p!u\^uit  of  the  trea- 
cherous strip  of  brown  eartli,  led  to  a  group  of  huts.    A  long 
series  of  interrogations  was  necessaiy  before  our  hititude  tm 
longitude  could  be  fixed,  and  in  an  hour  afterwards  we  we 
picking  and  plunging  along  what  was  said  to  be  the  imm 
T*oad.     It  might  have  been  an  aqueduct  or  a  cantd  in  ruins  for* 
anything  we  saw  to  the  eontraiy.     I  resolved  never  again  to 
forsake  the  genuine  line  of  country,  let  it  be  ever  so  hazardous,  _ 

The  floods  from  the  mountains  rushed  aci-oss  us  like  mill*| 
streams,   gui-gling   over   the   thick   rocky   dSns^   like   the 
bubbling  gasp  of  dozens   of  drowning  men;  the   roadside 
houses  standing  lonely  and  closed,  looked  so  many  morfftm 
or  haunted  Viuildings  ;  and  the  people  striding  past  in  the 
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gloom,  without  condescending  to  proffer  a  nod,  a  smile,  or 
even  a  stare,  but  rather  averting  their  heads,  might  readily 
have  been  mistaken  for  ghosts ;  while  every  tree  seemed  to 
have  a  head-cage  lashed  round  its  trunk  under  the  dripping 
bowed-down  branches  that  mourned  for  the  fate  of  the 
victims. 

'Twas  a  dismal  evening,  with  the  whole  of  visible  nature 
gasping  under  an  acute  dropsy  and  all  but  moribund. 
Never  did  I  feel  less  sentimental,  seldom  more  destitute. 
At  last  the  rain  almost  ceased  as  a  better  sort  of  a  ditchy 
road  opened  up  —  though  the  sky  was  still  inky  —  and 
peasants  and  tramps  began  to  come  out  and  resume  their 
toil  or  travel.  Some  of  the  latter  appeared  to  be  nearly  as 
saturated  as  ourselves,  and  a  few  were  miserable  in  the 
extreme,  so  fiu*  as  outward  signs  went,  but  were  lively 
enough,  at  times  cackling  out  a  cheerful  snatch  of  some  old- 
world  ditty,  and  shouldering  their  meagre  all  on  the  shaft  of 
a  lance,  a  hoe,  or  a  walking-stick,  as  if  they  were  supremely 
happy,  paddled  on,  they  reminding  us  that 

*  The  needy  traveller,  serene  and  gay, 
Walks  the  wide  heath,  and  sings  his  toils  away/ 

An  odd  change  has  taken  place  in  the  clotliing  depaiiment 
of  the  better  class  of  wayfarers  and  villagers,  which  we 
cannot  omit  jotting  in  our  note-books,  as,  if  not  smacking 
keenly  of  novelty,  it  certainly  does  of  economy. 

Almost  everybody  out  of  China  knows  how  a  Southern 
Chinaman  is  dressed  ;  how  his  long  flowng  and  ^vide  robes, 
though  of  a  different  cut  rather,  are  after  the  fashion  of  the 
East  Indians,  the  Turks,  Persians,  and  Eg)^tians,  and  all 
those  people  who,  inhabiting  warm  relaxing  regions,  require 
room  and  freedom  in  their  apparel  during  the  indolent  and 
sedentary  lives  they  pass  for  so  many  months  in  the  year. 
And  we  have  all  had  our  laugh  at  the  ridiculously-shaped 
bedgownish  coat  that  almost  sweeps  the  gi'ound,  the  dang- 
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ling  sleeves  which  hide  the  hands  and  slovenly  depend  a 
a  foot  beyond  the  finger-ends,  and  the  clumsy  shoes  th»t 
look  more  like  coftl-scuttles  than  articles  to  protect  the  feet 
and  allow  of  free  locomotion.  j 

After  a  few  montlis  in  tlie  country,  however,  our  precon- 
ceived notions  suffered  greatly  from  the  daily  attacks  made 
on  them,  and  before  a  winter  had  quite  passed  away  we  saw 
cause  to  alter  them  altogether.  I  now  think  that,  with  alii 
our  modern  civilisation  and  advancement,  the  Chinese  am 
more  appropriately  dressed,  so  lar  as  ease,  comfort^  and 
necessity  are  concerned,  than  the  Western  nations,  and  that 
their  fashions  are  founded  on  a  wiser  philosophy  and  a 
sounder  reasoning  than  our  o%vn. 

In  his  ordinary  or  holiday  suit  of  the  lightest  cotton, 
crlpe,  or  silk  materials,  made  up  loosely,  and  mtliout  im- 
posing any  restraint  on  the  movements  of  the  body  or  on 
the  free  circulation  of  air  beneath  its  ample  ividth,  the 
Chinanmn  looks  a  far  less  uncomfortable  being  than  the 
Englishman  who,  in  summers  scarcely  less  oppressive  than 
those  of  China,  condemns  himself  to  imprisonment  in  a 
cloth  garment  of  the  scantiest  proportions,  in  which  he 
performs  nearly  all  the  duties  of  life. 

Induce  a  Chinaman  if  you  can  to  sheath  his  limbs  and 
body  hi  a  rtfj-oiit  of  black  buckskin,  cut,  buttoned,  and 
braced  so  tight  that  he  can  scarcely  move  or  breathe  ;  wedge 
his  faultless  small  feet  into  a  pair  of  black  leather  boots, 
thrown  two  or  thi^ee  inches  off  the  natunJ  horizontal  level 
of  the  sole  by  high  heels  ;  put  his  liberty-loving  neck  in 
unreleuthig  Hmbo  by  a  stiffened  bund  of  linen,  over  which 
you  must  ^Yind  another  starched  bandage  as  closely  and  as 
securely  tied  in  front  of  liis  mndpipe  as  if  he  had  suffered  a 
fracture  of  some  one  of  the  cervical  vertebiie  j  carefully  fit 
on  his  long  taper  Angel's  and  over  his  perspiring  palms,  the 
dressed  epidennis  of  a  rat,  a  cat,  or  a  kid,  so  prepared  m  to 
l>e  impervious  to  tlie  air;  then  launch  him  into  a  bull-room 
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on  a  sultry  July  evening,  cause  him  to  jump,  wheel,  and 
skip  over  the  slippery  floor  at  the  rate  of  ten  miles  an  hour 
in  near  approximation  to  an  elderly  lady,  rather  stout  and 
calorific,  whom  he  must  aid  in  going  *  the  pace,'  and  if  you 
are  not  directly  guilty  of  the  poor  mortal's  death,  never 
man  was.  *  Tortured  to  death '  would  assuredly  be  the 
verdict  of  a  jury  of  his  countrymen,  and  that,  too,  by  savages 
or  madmen. 

The  adaptability  of  the  Chinese  costume  for  summer  wear 
is  no  less  so  for  the  severe  cold  of  northern  winters.  Its 
essential  parts  in  hot  weather  are  a  loose  jacket,  or  long 
gown,  worn  over  a  pair  of  lower  limb  covers, — a  little  wider 
than  knickerbockers  to  be  sure,  but  made  on  the  same  prin- 
ciples of  freedom  and  comfort, — the  bottoms  are  confined  by 
stockings  or  socks,  and  the  legs  extend  from  the  ankle  to 
the  knee  (for  how  many  centuries .  have  our  friends  worn 
this  new  and  most  commendable  fashion  of  other  lands  ?), 
and  the  feet  wear  the  damp-repelling  thick-soled  cool 
shoes. 

In  winter  when  the  thermometer  falls  below  zero,  and 
the  wind  is  bitingly  sharp,  a  great  change  takes  place  in 
the  character  and  quality  of  these  garments,  and  though 
their  houses  are  not  at  all  adapted  for  this  season,  by  their 
devices  in  the  way  of  clothing,  they  manage  to  maintain  an 
agreeable  and  healthy  warmth  and  defy  the  chilly  rigours  of 
the  day  or  night. 

With  the  richer  classes  this  is  done  by  means  of  expensive 
fiirs  brought  from  the  mountains  and  forests  of  Mongolia, 
Mantchuria,  and  Siberia  ;  and  if  one  can  judge  by  the  ex- 
hibitions of  these  luxuries  in  the  shops  of  Tien-tsin  and 
Peking,  the  supply  must  be  a  large  and  profitable  one.  Of 
these  the  sable  appears  to  be  the  most  highly  prized,  as  it  is, 
perhaps,  the  most  valuable  ;  but  a  good  deal  of  patience 
and  skill  is  shown  in  making  up  the  superior  robes  from 
several  kinds  of  fiir  of  various  colours  into  fantastic  patterns ; 
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while  the  more  abundant  grey  squirrel  and  ermine  are  abo  | 

favouritCB,  though  used  more  to  line  female  dresses. 

The  silver  ibx,  deer,  and  antelope  tribes  furnisli  a  large] 
projK3i*tioii  of  the  soft  skins  worn  by  the  middle  classes,  all 
being  beautiftilly  prepared  and  quite  equal  to  those  exported 
to  England  and  sold  in  the  best  shops.  ( 

But  the  great  flocks  of  sheep  and  lambs  beyond  the  Wall 
give  by  far  the  laigest  shai^e  of  warm  apparel  to  the  poorer 
people,  in  the  unlimited  supply  of  perfectly  preserved  black 
or  white  wool-covei^^d  skins :  even  the  meagrely  haired  pelt 
of  the  unborn  lamb  is  pressed  into  use  and  forms  one  of  the 
dressiest,  as  it  is  one  of  the  highest-priced,  articles  of  winter 
attire.  The  robes  and  tunics  of  the  wealthier  portion  of  the 
community  are  either  made  of  satin,  silk,  or  Russian  cloth, 
and  lined  with  these  heat- retaining  mediums,  or  are  alto-^ 
gether  composed  of  furs,  inside  as  well  as  out.  " 

The  satin  is  more  generally  preferredj  and  one  long  vest^ 
ment  of  this,  called  the  '  Pou-dza,'  with  its  heavy  lining, 
reaches  almost  to  the  heels,  and  is  fastened  over  the  right 
breast  by  buttons  and  loops.  It  has  several  long  slits  in  the 
skiit  at  the  sides  and  back,  to  give  room  in  walking  in  the 
bulky  clothing  underneath,  or  to  allow  of  the  tails  being 
tucked  up  iji  riding  or  sittuig.  It  is  the  gala  toga  of  the 
well-to-do  man,  only  to  be  used  on  gi'and  occasions,  when 
his  arms  will  be  flourished  about  in  the  loHg  sleeves,  and  thefl 
unsightly  cuff?*  trimmed  so  elaborately  with  bro^wii  sable,  and 
which  contain  the  usual  pocket  equipment  of  a  European, 
wiUbe  flapping  about  below  Ids  hands,  protecting  them  tromj 
the  cold.  Outside  of  this,  in  very  cold  days,  is  the  *  Tou« 
dza,'  a  shorter  and  wider  covering,  lined  or  composed  alto- . 
gether  of  a  more  weighty  fur,  with  wide  sleeves  barely] 
reaching  beyond  the  elbows. 

The  head  is  covered  by  a  quilted  satin  cap  with  a  wide  everted*^ 
brim,  which  is  faced  with  sable,  the  pelage  of  the  sea-ott^r,  or 
that  of -the  premature  lainb,  tlie  cro^vn  being 
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silk  fringe,  and,  if  an  official,  the  button  or  ball.  At  other 
tdmes  a  small  satin  skull-cap  is  worn  with  a  red  ball  of  silk 
on  the  top,  and  a  pendent  tassel  of  the  same,  with  a  large 
pearl,  a  coloured  stone,  or  the  character  for  longevity  worked 
in  gold  thread,  in  front ;  and  sometimes  a  turn-down  collar 
of  velvet  or  fur  lies  low  on  the  neck  of  the  dress. 

With  the  exception  of  the  *  Shua-dza,'  or  large  black  satin 
boots  with  massive  whitened  soles,  which  encase  the  feet  and 
legs,  this  is  all  that  can  be  seen  of  a  Tien-tsin  worthy  us  he 
walks  along,  or  is  carried  in  his  chair  on  a  winter's  day,  the 
very  picture  of  contentment  and  good  nature.  When  com- 
pelled to  move  about  on  very  cold  days,  another  sort  of 
cap,  thickly  quilted,  is  used;  and  as  it  is  furnished  ^vith  a 
fur-covered  lap,  this  is  folded  down  over  the  brow  and  ears 
in  a  very  snug  way :  and  we  know  that  underneath  their 
outer  clothing,  many  jackets  may  lurk  comfortably,  and  that 
at  least  one  pair  of  voluminous  silk  trousers — thickened  to 
the  size  of  bolsters  by  a  cotton  wadding — are  doing  their 
duty. 

The  middle  classes,  that  is  those  who  are  dressed  in  an 
intermediate  style  as  regards  quality  of  materials,  do  not 
differ  much  in  the  cut  of  their  over-coats  from  the  higher 
ranks;  but  the  satin  is  often  exchanged  for  cloth,  or  even 
cotton,  in  everyday  wear;  and  the  costly  furs  for  cheaper 
ones,  or  for  fine  sheepskins,  while  the  Tou-dza  of  the  mandarin 
is  curtailed  in  its  proportions  to  become  the  '  Ma-gwa '  of  the 
inferior. 

Poor  people,  such  as  those  we  are  now  among,  ai'c  glad  to 
take  any  warm  clothing  they  can  get,  and  their  ingenuity 
provides  them  with  habiliments  qualified  to  meet  all 
emergencies.  They  have  recourse  to  the  skins  of  sheep,  dogs, 
wolves,  and  even  of  cats,  but  place  their  cliief  reliance  on  the 
thickly  quilted  blue  cotton  '  meaimow,'  coats  and  trousers  of 
the  same  material  increased  to  bulky  dimensions  by  being 
padded  loosely  about  the  body,  while  the  legs  are  additionally 
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fortiiied  by  the  '  tau-koo '  or  leggings  of  thick  stuff  pulled  on 
over  the  troiisei^s ;  as  they  wrap  tightly  romid  the  ankles,  and 
reach  nearly  to  the  bodj^,  and  are  secured  by  tapes  to  the 
sash  round  the  waist,  w^iich  sash  sufficiently  holds  jacket 
and  trousers  close  to  the  person  without  restrahxing  or  con- 
fining the  movements  of  body  or  limbs,  at  the  same  time 
tJiat  it  adds  much  to  the  comfort  of  the  wearer*  f 

It  would  be  difficult  to  guess  the  number  of  suits  of  clothes 
covering  the  exterior  of  an  out-of-doora  Chinese  during  one  of 
the  sev^erest  days  ni  Januaiy;  but  it  must  be  something 
extrarjrdhiary,  and  in  many  cases  consists  of  the  whole  of 
his  wardrobe*  A  certain  old  fellow  not  tar  from  our  quarters 
in  Tien-tsuLs  wlio  made  a  small  fortune  by  selling  cbarcoal|i 
coal-dust  balls,  and  wami  water  to  the  sei-vants,  assumed  a 
alanning  size  in  the  depth  of  winter.  From  being  a  spai'e  sort' 
of  chap  he  had  suddenly  reached  the  dimensions  of  a  Falstaff 
around  his  corix>ration,  until  at  last  he  could  scarcely  get  in 
at  the  door  of  the  booth  he  had  fitted  up  for  himself  ^^^ 
February  the  weather  began  to  be  less  severe ;  the  sun  madaf 
itself  slightly  felt  at  midday;  the  ice  on  the  river  wm 
becoming  '  slushy,'  and  the  stout  old  gentleman  then  be. 
the  slow  process  of  collapse,  liecoming  small  by  degrees, 
not  beautifully  less,  as  the  temperature  increased.  Befoi*e 
the  ice  had  quite  disiippeared  from  the  shady  I'ecesses  of  the 
Peilio*s  banks  the  sun  came  out  in  a  blaze,  and  one  hot 
morning  in  March  we  found  that  he  liad  regained  his  modest 
outline,  and  was  once  more  equipped  with  I)ut  a  [>air  of 
ordinary  blue  bags  on  tlie  netlier  limbs.  Tlie  superfluous 
garniture,  instead  of  bemg  left  on  the  ground  near  his  haunts, 
like  the  exuyiic  of  the  serpent,  was  intrusted  to  the  custody 
of  his  uncle  at  the  sign  of  the  Dragon's  Head. 

All  endeavour  to  protect  the  head  during  the  ranter  b 
some   means  or  other,   and  generally  employ  felt-caps  o: 
various  shapes  for  that  purpose ;  and  thick  felt  or  sheepskin 
socks  to  guard  their  toes  are  in  constant  use*     The  telt  made 
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by  the  Northern  Chinese  is  excellent.  Besides  its  employ- 
ment in  this  way  as  an  article  of  dress  by  the  lower  orders, 
it  is  universally  prized  as  matting  for  the  '  kangs/  both  in 
summer  and  winter :  so  far  as  we  could  learn,  indeed,  this  is 
the  only  material  to  the  manufacture  of  which  the  wool  of 
the  sheep  is  devoted. 

Immense  sheepskin  cloaks — the  woolly  side  in — are  also 
worn  when  occasion  requires,  either  as  an  invulneral)le  outer 
defence  in  the  streets,  or  as  a  blanket  by  night.  People  from 
the  country,  bringing  in  pi-oduce  to  Tien-tsin,  present  a  very 
primitive,  almost  savage,  appearance  muflBed  up  in  these 
coarse  wraps ;  with  a  great  dog,  goat,  or  wolf-skin  cap  burying 
their  heads  and  three-fourths  of  their  faces  in  its  shagg}- 
depths,  leaving  scarcely  anything  else  to  be  seen  but  a 
dense  fringe  of  icicles  depending  from  their  moustaches. 

One  thing  worthy  to  be  remembered,  with  regaixl  to  the 
northern  costume,  is  this— that  however  much  the  body  (uid 
limbs  may  be  wrapped  up  in  clothes  and  warm  materials,  the 
neck  is  always — according  to  our  obsenation — left  exposed 
to  the  weather,  no  matter  how  cold  it  may  be.  This  apparent 
neglect  seems  to  be  the  means  of  keeping  them  free  from 
coughs  and  colds  during  a  ver}'  inclement  season,  and  may 
also  secure  them  a  tolenible  immunity  from  '  Lou-peng,'  or 
phthisis,  which,  in  answer  to  our  enquiries,  we  were  told  is 
known  here,  though  somewhat  rare.  The  ears  of  all  classes 
are  especially  defended  from  the  risk  of  frost-bite  by  curious 
Uttle  capsular  appliances  of  silk  or  cotton,  neatly  embroidered 
and  fitting  exactly  on  the  auricidar  conch,  called  '  urh-tau,'  or 
ear  covers,  lined  with  squirrel  or  Ribbit-skin,  and  retained  in 
their  places  by  a  thin  connecting  cord  that  passes  round  the 
chill  or  the  upper  lip. 

The  aim  of  everj'  Chinaman,  in  summer,  is  to  keep  himself 
as  cool  and  unhampered  by  clothing  as  possible.  In  this  he 
succeeds  adminibly,  and  in  a  way  that  would  excite  the  envy 
of  the  inhabitants  of  other  countries.     In  wnnter  his  whole 
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attention  is  devoted  to  uiaintaining  the  limbs  aiid  Ixxly  m  a 
genial  temperature,  by  means  of  the  materials  so  bountifully 
to  be  found  near  them. 

He  seems  tu  sittach  far  more  im|iortance  to  keeping  the 
body  waiin  by  judicious  clothing  than  by  heated  apartments 
or  stoves ;  and  in  this  way  jjossibly  escapes  those  annoying 
influenzas  and  catarrhs  so  prevalent  in  countries  whei^e  warm 
air  is  adopted,  and  wliei^  less  attention  is  paid  to  the  evil 
effects  of  high  temperatures  within  doors  and  low  without-  M 
People  who  remain  for  hours  in  a  superheiited  apartment^ 
and  then  sally  out  inadequately  fortified  by  non-conducting 
^vrappers  against  a  rigorous  degree  of  cold,  must  gn?atly 
disarrange  the  circulatory  system. 

The  Chinaman  feels  changes  of  weather  as  much  as  auyl 
other  man^  jierhaps  moi-e  so,  but  he  has  the  wisdom  to  watch, 
and  be  prepared  for  them.     For  instance,  in  hot  weather  the  M 
labourers  are  obliged  to  toil  as  at  any  other  time,  during  " 
which   they  perspire   copiously.     Under   their   thin    cotton 
jackets  they  wear  a  capital  sort  of  i^ticulated  shirty  made 
either  of  cord  alone,  ivi^ought  something  Uke  a  fishing  net,  or  | 
ivith  portions  of  the  smooth  stem  of  a  fine  grass  strung  on  the 
cord,  to  make  it  pleasimter  to,  and  less  apt  to  be  moistened 
by,  the  skin.     Over  this  the  cotton  covering  Ues,  but  it  never 
touches   the   body;   while   the   air  p^isses   readily  tlirough, 
evapomtion   goes  on  natumlly,  the  surface  is  kept   in  its 
normal  condition,  and  the  dangers  of  a  saturated  vestment 
are  obviated.     Wliat  a  quaint  yet  simple  design,  one  too  that 
the  thoughtful  Eiuopean  has  not  imagined  I     Perhaps  it  may 
follow  the  use  of  knickerbockers. 

In  this   neighl)ourliood   the   inhabitants   appeal*  to   have^ 
discarded  all  the  silks,  cottons,  and  cumiing  webs,  and  movej 
about  as  if  they  challenged  tfie  densest  tlmnder  shower 
ever  poured  fmrn  the  sky,  ivith  nothing  over  their  yellow' 
skins  but  a  mantle — a  regular   thatch — a  fi  rat -rate  water- 
proof of  rushes — more  homely  and  primitive,  but  more  suited 
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to  such  a  country  thaii  any  that  Mackintosh  could  turn  out — 
plaited  so  artfully,  and  so  neatly,  that  not  a  drop  of  moisture 
can  get  through. 

There  they  go,  with  great-briniined  stmw  hats  on  their 
heads,  and  thege  bristly  envelopes  over  their  back»,  like 
m  many  porcupines  walkuig  on  their  hind-quarters,  with 
their  legs  bare,  and. only  a  pair  of  stniw  sandals  to  j>reserve 
their   soles    from   the   shari>  stones.      In    the  south,   the 
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poor  make  a  cloak  from  the  bracts  of  the  pahn,  and  it 
does  tolerably  well ;  but  here  there  is  no  jiaJm,  only  rushes 
and  straw.  Though  the  NortheiTiers  don't  care  for,  or 
dread,  the  rain  half  so  much  as  the  Southerners,  their  fabrics 
are  better  made,  and  more  convenient  than  those  of  palm 
k*aves. 

Working  onwards,  we  came  across  some  stnmgely  clad 
Gurths — thndls  of  some  8ineusiaii  Cedric — walking  at  the 
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rate  of  about  a  mile  an  hour  behuid  large  droves  of  pigs,  but 
without  a  dog,  and  armed  only  with  a  long  whip,  that  always 
lay  at  rest  over  their  shoulders,  tlieir  charge  being  lean  and 
A^iiig  enough  to  get  along  without  any  need  of  a  stimulus 
from  behind.  These  lusty  dnjvers  had  also  divested  them- 
selves of  the  cottons  wherewith  they  liad  left  their  last 
night's  quarters,  rolled  them  up  in  a.  bundle  slung  over 
the  shoulder,  and  looked  cool  and  dry  underneath  a  great 
yellow  square  of  oiled  [niper  pulled  about  them* 

What  can  I  say  concerning  those  porkers  waddling 
through  the  mire  in  black  lines  on  their  way  to  fair  or 
market,  except  that  they  are  average  samples  of  the  North 
China  pig?  They  can  have  but  a  remote  relationship  to 
the  Oriental  wild  boar,  said  to  be  the  progenitor  of  the 
domestic  hog  of  China,  or  to  that  dainty  little,  obese^  white 
or  black,  fine-skinned  animal  of  the  South,  which  has  been 
bred  and  enten  by  the  son  of  Ham  for  the  last  tbrty-uine 
centuries  !  There  is  as  great  a  diiterence  between  them  as 
exists  between  the  savage  unreclaimed  boar  of  the  foi'est^  and 
the  agricultural  pets  of  pnze  notoriety.  If  they  were  seen 
in  an  out-of-the-way  mldeniess  or  jmigle,  grubbhig  at  the 
roots  of  trees,  nothing  could  save  them  from  instant  inimo- 
lation  by  the  hunter,  who  would  pronounce  them  very  ugly 
specimens  of  wild  pig.  They  are  as  gaimt  as  a  hungry 
wolf;  of  a  bluish-black  colour;  wearing  an  arched  back, 
sharp  as  tlie  keel  of  a  clippei'  ship ;  sides  as  flat  as  a  door* 
with  hip  bones  pTOJecting  fmui  theni  like  the  eaves  of  a 
house ;  long  lanky  legs,  too  short  to  keep  the  pendulous 
^Uy  fi-om  the  ground  ;  and  a  long  tapering  t^nout  of  the 
most  formidable  dimensions,  corresponding  with  the  greiit, 
inih^ightly,  slouching  ears  that  conceal  their  little  eyes  &tuck 
almost  at  their  roots.  These  bnites  are  as  ferocious  to  meet^ 
and  as  disagreeable  to  look  at,  as  any  member  of  the  family 
to  which  they  belong ;  and  when  they  elevate  the  tapir-like 
mane   of  strong   bristles,  mth  which   they  are  plentifully 
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provided  all  over  the  body,  it  is  difficult  to  make  oneself 
believe  that  they  have  been  more  than  a  few  months  removed 
fix>m  their  native  wilds- 

They  are  much  in  want  of  a  foreign  alliance,  and  a  proper 
amount  of  care  in  breeding  to  remedy  the  defective  forms 
they  have  acquired,  or  retained.  They  lead  degenerate  lives 
everywhere  here,  nothing  is  done  in  the  way  of- improving 
or  ameliorating  their  condition,  and  assuredly  their  habits 
are,  even  for  pigs,  most  degradedly  filthy. 

A  good  constitution  they  must  possess,  or  else  they  never 
could  sustain  the  harsh  treatment  and  neglect  they  meet 
with  during  their  lives.  The  starvation,  worrying  from 
competitive  dogs,  the  kicks  and  blows  of  passengers,  and  the 
8ummei*s'  meltings  succeeded  by  the  winters'  freezings,  have 
all  to  be  undergone  before  the  great  angular  spaces  about 
their  ribs  have  collected  a  little  fat,  and  their  huge  bones 
have  attracted  a  minimum  proportion  of  muscle.  The 
butcher  then  interposes,  and  puts  an  end  to  theii'  miserable 
career. 

There  is  no  danger  of  their  skins  being  inflamed  and 
blistered  by  the  sun,  as  we  have  seen  those  of  some  little 
nurslings  at  home,  who  had  incautiously  left  their  styes  at 
midday  when  it  was  a  little  warm,  and  suffered  for  their 
indiscretion.  The  cuticle,  besides  being  black,  is  as  thick 
almost  as  that  of  the  hippopotamus  or  rhinoceros,  and  ren- 
dered quite  impregnable  under  their  thicket  of  bristles  to 
any  assaults  fix)m  the  hot  rays.  In  winter,  natm'e  has  not 
forgotten  them,  for  in  addition  to  the  coarse  capillary  covering, 
a  thick  undergi'owth  of  fine  hair  grows  close  to  the  body,  and 
acts  the  part  of  a  hair  shirt  during  the  whole  season :  we 
have  seen  this  even  in  the  autumn. 

I  cannot  forget  the  embarrassment  and  surprise  into 
which  a  pig,  that  had  been  brought  by  a  native  to  sell, 
threw  a  group  of  soldiers  and  sailors  on  the  beach  at  Talien- 
whan  Bay,  as  the  troops  were  disembarking.     It  was  a  very 
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small  one,  and  fiir  from  handsome.  It  lay  in  tlie  sand  with 
its  legs  thrust  out  in  a  state  of  trepidation  at  the  strange 
and  rather  noisy  crowd  that  knelt  about  it,  quizzed  it,  and 
fingered  its  external  organs  unmercifiilly.  For  a  minute 
or  two  I  was  rather  peri>lexed  with  the  novelty,  but  made 
out  what  it  was  at  last-  The  majority  of  the  spectators 
called  it  dl  kinds  of  odd  and  rather  impressive  names*  One 
sidd  it  was  a  '  young  hant-eater,  the  same  wot  he  'ad  seen 
once  t '  at  some  unpronounceable  place  in  South  America. 
Another  declared  it  was  a  sort,  of  ^  porkypine,'  and  brushing 
his  hair  the  wroug  way,  refened  to  Johnny^  the  pig's 
guardian,  if  that  was  n't  the  way  it  went.  Another  declared 
it  to  be  a  rough-haired  badger. 

When  told  that  it  was  a  pig,  and  when  a  smart  tap 
on  its  nose  had  elicited  a  squeal  and  a  grunt^  there  was 
great  laughing  at  the  expense  of  the  naturalists.  One  of 
them,  however,  had  presence  of  mind  enough  to  draw  atten- 
tion  to  the  soft  hair  I  have  just  mentioned*  *  If  that  there 
htmimal  wor  a  pig,'  he  observed,  sagaciously,  '  there  could 
be  no  use  sayin'  '^  All  cry  and  no  wool,"  as  the  d — 1  said 
when  he  wor  a  shcarin'  the  sow/ 

Happy  must  be  the  lives  of  these  nuiibling  country 
grubbers,  with  gardens  tuid  fields  to  steal  through  now  and 
then^  where  a  sumptuous  meal  of  fresh  vegetables  may  give 
them  a  welcome  change  of  diet^  contrasted  with  the  hard 
fate  of  their  town  congeners,  who  live  fi'om  snout  to  mouth 
day  after  day  without  an  opportunity  of  obtaining  a  morsel 
beyond  the  allotted  quantity  jmd  quality  found  in  the  ditches, 
cesspools,  and  sinks  of  garbage  and  nastiness  belonging 
to  the  public  and  private  promenades  of  a  town.  Eveiy 
street  and  comer  has  its  due  complement  of  these  labourers 
scouring  about  for  the  public  good,  barking,  grunting, 
snarling,  and  squealing  the  livelong  day,  and  even  going  so 
far  as  to  dispute  the  right  of  way  through  their  beats,  or  their 
claim  on  the  pickings  to  be  cleared  away,  with  the  men  who, 
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armed  as  they  are  with  a  long-handled  three-pronged  fork, 
and  a  creel  behind  their  backs,  gather  fipom  before  the  noses 
of  their  rivals  the  '  sordida  rura,'  the  flowery  syinl)ols  of  a 
flowery  land,  stre^vn  everywhere  in  wanton  luxuriance. 

How,  in  the  name  of  Epicurus,  the  Chinese  can  eat  such 
foul-feeding  pigs  is  incomprehensible.  I  remember  reading 
some  years  ago,  in  a  book  on  China  by  a  naval  officer,  some- 
thing to  the  effect  that  a  Chinaman  will  eat  everything  but 
his  own  fether,  and  while  highly  amused  at  their  going  so 
far  and  stopping  at  that  trifling  obstacle,  I  was  rather  incre- 
dulous. Readily  now  would  I  endorse  his  statement,  after 
only  having  seen  them  masticate  Avith  fond  delight  their 
beloved  scavengei's. 

I  was  once  taken  to  a  street  in  Canton  by  a  craft}-  young 
elf,  where  I  was  shown  a  shop,  the  Avindow  of  which  was 
hung  round  and  across  with  cooked  animals  in  sufficient 
abundance  to  prove  that  a  good  trade  was  not  incompatible 
with  a  secluded  situation.  I  was  rather  exultingly  told  that 
one  lot  of  the  nicely  browned  morsels  was  cat,  and  another 
opposite,  split  up  and  skewered  with  an  eye  to  effect,  was 
'  number  one  '  dog. 

I  had  not  been  many  days  in  China  before  I  vowed  to 
abstain  from  sausages,  pork  chops,  even  roast  legs,  bodies, 
heads  or  tails,  or  any  single  fragment  of  the  terribly  unclean 
animal,  so  long  as  I  remained  in  the  country ;  and  every 
day's  experience  has  strengthened  instead  of  weakened  my 
resolution,  until  now  I  am  become  as  rigid  a  pig-hater  as 
Jew  or  Mussulman,  though  I  see  that  the  Chinese  live  and 
thrive  on  such  flesh. 

Towards  dusk,  when  it  was  almost  necessary  to  grope  for 
the  path,  we  fell  amongst  a  drove  of  these  brutes  lying  all 
about  the  banks  and  raised  places,  and  to  escape  getting  a 
tumble  over  some  of  them,  we  had  almost  planted  our  2)ony's 
feet  on  the  body  of  the  straw-coated  driver,  who  rose  up  in 
ahirm,  and  when  he  beheld  us,  stared  as  if  al)out  to  scream. 
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His  excitement  calmed  down  at  lengthy  and  he  was  able  to 
t^U  us  that  there  was  an  inn  a  few  li  ahead<  He  was  going  to 
sleep  on  the  ground  with  his  pigs  until  morning;  no  great 
hanlship  apinirently  lor  the  liardy  fellow. 

The  inn  was  like  one  of  those  establishments  so  often 
described  in  books  of  liighway  exploits  as  existing  in  the 
desolate  phices  of  England  in  the  last  century.  It  stood  alone 
on  a  high  bank,  apart  from  a  gi'oup  of  little  liouses.  The 
latter  looked  up  from  the  stagnant  lakes  of  water  encircling 
them  like  the  heads  of  so  many  alligatoi^.     They  formed  the 


village  of  Yang-chow, 


Our  hostel  was  a  long  low  building. 


with  a  very  low  gateway  to  the  courtyard,  very  ^miill 
windows  in  fi'ont^  and  a  narrow  entrance  to  the  visitors* 
l^oition  of  the  house. 

It  was  dark,  yet  there  was  noise  <^nough  for  a  riotoos 
meeting  of  fake-away  gentlemen,  and  tliero  was  also  an 
impregnation  of  Sanis^lm  that  tainted  the  air.  It  made  the 
doubtful  exterior  seem  more  suspicious.  In  we  must  go^ 
however,  for  we  wero  saturated  with  water ;  while  fetigne 
inadequately  expressed  the  general  aching  we  experience*!, 
and  our  feet  felt  as  if  they  were  in  poultices. 

Ma-foo,  muleteer,  nudes  and  ponies  kwked,  as  doubtless 
they  were,  done  up  lor  the  day,  and  needing  all  the  rest  they 
could  get  to  re-invigorate  them  for  the  morning.  They  had 
had  a  heavy  day  of  it;  indeed  they  must  have  thought  it  was 
never  to  terminate,  while  threading  all  manner  of  mystifying 
roundabonts,  so  they  shouted  and  neighed  until  the  landlord 
appeared  with  a  tmin  of  waitei's  behind  him.  Joyfully 
surrendering  the  half-famished  nags  to  the  groom,  we 
entered  the  house. 

It  consisted  of  one  naiTow  dingy  passage  not  less  than 
fifty-seven  feet  in  length,  and  far  more  like  a  roljbers*  cave, 
such  as  that  described  by  Gil  Bias,  than  a  respectable  resting- 
place  for  honest  wayfiirers.  A  large  lamp,  smoking  and 
flaring,  swung  high  up  from  the  middle  of  the  roof,  and  oidy 
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made  the  durkness  at  both  ends  more  profound »  But  after 
a  time  our  eym  ^t  accustomed  to  tlie  obscurity^  and  to  the 
flickering  light,  and  tlien  it  was  partly  possible  to  make  out 
the  dulnous  shelter  to  which  our  good  fortune  liad  guided  us. 
Chi  each  side  of  the  long  apartiuLUt  stretelied  the  usual 
mud  and  brick  kangs  covered  witli  cane  niattiiig,  on  which 
loosed  or  squatted  in  all  kinds  of  attitudes  the  nude  figures 
Hkiome  forty  or  fifty  travellers  of  a  veiy  humble  degree  iu 
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,  each  with  Xd^  jounieying  gear  and  IJs  equipment  safely 
packed  up  ulongsitli^  of  him,  and  his  sword,  matchlock,  or 
lance  within  eiisy  reach  of  liis  hand,  A  ru^v  of  posts  sup- 
porting the  ro(jf  ran  along  the  front  of  each  couch,  and  <jn 
these  hung  saddles,  bridles,  and  draught  harness  in  oi-derly 
confusion^  making  the  shade  over  the  prostmtc  iiidividuak 
more  irregular  and  mysterious  as  they  lay  or  rechned  in 
twisted  forms,  their  dark  yellow  skins  showin^r  anvthiiifr  but 
pleastuit  in  the  interruiJtcd  gloom  tliat  i>erva<led  the  place. 
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Fantttstic  piles  of  goods  were  huddled  up  among  the  ratters, 
while  the  eai*then  floor  was  encunil>ered  with  pack-saddleS| 
panniers,  and  bags  of  gmin. 

At  one  end  of  the  long  shed  was  the  kitchen  in  which 
moved  the  cook  and  his  nnh.^^  busily  engagetl  frizzling,  frj^- 
ing,  and  stewing  strong-smelling  pork  iuid  j^tronger-smelling 
compounds  fined  in  oil,  with  a  sickly  effluvium  of  garhe 
predominating.  The  evening  was  not  very  wann,  yet  the 
ehef  i>erspired  and  blew  as  he  stirred,  and  tasted,  and  served 
out  the  odoTOus  viands  in  little  Uisins  and  bowls  to  the 
greasy  ureliins  who  were  waiting  to  distribute  them  over  the 
room.  « 

This  was  not  a  veiy  desirable  perfonnance  to  have  under 
OBe's  nose  all  night.  Our  host  did  not  look  the  least  put  out 
of  his  way  by  the  great  onmimu  gathemm  assembled  under 
his  roof^  but  flitted  every wli ere  like  a  thorough  man  of 
business,  witli  overwhelming  suavity  of  manner  for  such  an 
unpix tending  munsion.  He  earned  us  to  the  \eiy  op|>osite 
extremity  fiwn  the  cook-shop,  and  gratified  us  exceedingly 
by  ushering  us  into  tAvo  little  rooms  partitioned  off  from  the 
main  one,  fitted  with  well-barred  doors  and  windows,  and 
tolerably  clean.  Into  these  first-class  ai>artinents  the  few 
things  we  had  were  carried,  andgjithered  in  a  corner  after  the 
fashion  of  our  fellow-guests,  who  were  only  separsited  from  us 
by  a  very  thm  and  fragile  division  of  boai*ds.  When  this 
was  done  came  the  cold  water,  then  the  tea,  then  dinner  of 
the  usual  lare  gladdened  our  eyes  about  nine  P.M. ;  but  during 
its  preparotion  a  most  sati^fi^ctory  change  liad  taken  place^ — 
our  well- washed  habilimeiits  were  flung  aside,  and  replaced 
l)y  a  dry  suit. 

Scarcely  ever  was  a  hard  bed  so  attractive,  never  carae 
sleep  so  ^villingly,  but  many  of  the  nntlioughtful  yelloB^- 
skins  wnthout  had  awakened  from  theii-  first  nap,  gorged 
their  paunches,  and  set  to  work  to  anmse  tliemselves  accord- 
ing to  their  w^onted  custom.     Some  smoked  tobacco;  othei*s 
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played  dominoes  and  cards,  by  the  help  of  the  faint  light 
emitted  from  the  saucer  lamps  ;  a  few  rattled  dice  out  of  a 
bowl  within  a  few  feet  of  us.  Their  earnest  gnmting  voices 
sang  out  as  each  gambler  dashed  the  cubes  on  the  matting 
or  a  little  stool,  '  Hi  yo  le-o ' — there  is  another  lot  of  sixes. 
This  medley  disturbed  our  rest;  and  we  sat  a  long  time 
gazing  out  on  the  strange  scene,  and  watching  a  sensual- 
looking  young  man  indulging  himself  in  the  opium-pipe 
close  to  our  door,  regaling  our  sense  of  smell  with  the  not 
disagreeable  fumes  of  the  burnt  narcotic.  He  could  not  fail 
to  see  that  his  nocturnal  orgie  was  the  principal  attraction  in 
the  room  for  the  eyes  of  the  strangers,  though  he  proceeded 
to  satisfy  his  craving  for  the  dinig  \vith  the  greatest  un- 
concern. Since  we  had  entered  the  house,  not  an  inmate  of 
it  appeared  moved  by  sufficient  curiosity  to  raise  himself 
from  his  lair  to  \dsit  us. 

The  opium-smoker  hity  with  his  face  in  our  direction,  his 
head  raised  a  little  by  a  wooden  pillow,  and  his  whole  mind 
^ven  up  to  the  inhalation  of  the  vapour,  and  replenishment 
of  the  bowl  by  small  doses  of  the  drug  picked  up  and  stuck 
on  the  pipe  from  time  to  time.  As  the  quantity  he  had 
smoked  began  to  act  upon  his  system,  his  features  kindled 
up  from  the  solid  composed  stiite  they  liad  been  in  previously. 
After  each  instalment  there  was  a  longer  intei'val,  as  if  he 
wished  to  prolong  the  process ;  and  he  muttered  away  in  a 
low  tone  to  himself,  while  his  black  eyes  sparkled  vividly, 
and  the  heavings  of  his  naked  chest  denoted  increased 
breathing.  Still  he  lay  tranquilly  in  the  same  posture  with- 
out any  symptoms  of  uneasiness. 

The  prescribed  quantity,  to  our  gratifiaition,  was  nearly 
expended.  Once  more  he  stretched  out  his  strong  muscular 
arm  towards  a  little  tray,  on  which  were  the  implements 
employed  to  charge  the  '  smoking-pistol ' — the  long  needle 
or  wire  with  which  the  opium  is  lifted  was  again  in  requi- 
sition— the  almost  empty  '  ka  Ian '  or  shell  was  hurriedly 
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scraped  by  it,  and  its  contents,  now  changed  from  a  tTeach^"-^ 
colour  and  consistency  to  that  of  a  crumb  of  gingerbread,,^^ 
steadily  earned  to  the  ^  yen-tau '  or  cup  of  the  pipe,  which^ 
boi*e  a  decided  resenibhuice  to  a   majifnified  gas-burner  in_^ 

siia|>e,  and  in  the  small  perforation  in  the  centix^  of  its  top.  

The  opium  is  placed  on  this  little  apertuiT,  into  which  the^ 
needle  is  pushed  to  establish  an  oijeiiing  between  the  int^rioi — 
of  the  vessel  and  the  external  air^  then  the  skewer  is  thrown, 
away,  the  open  end  of  the  'yen-ti' — pipe-stem — is  takm 
between  the  li|)S,  tlie  cup  is  carried  down  to  the  flame  of  the 
liiinp,  and  the  opium  becoines  faintly  red  as  the  deep  m- 
spirjitions  of  the  now  drowsy -looking  man  drew  air  and 
smoke  into  the  lungs  witli  a  weak  sputtering  noise. 

Suddenly  it  ceases;  the  pipe  and  the  hand  that  held  it 
drop  together;  the  solitary  carouse  is  over;  the  man  of 
pleastuT  is  overcome,  and  the  olyect  is  Httained,  if  not 
already  |>assed  by  ;  for  he  lies  so  •still  that  it  would  be 
difficult  to  believe  that  he  was  in  anything  but  a  profound 
trance  or  sleep,  one  so  deep  that  the  shouts  and  quarrels  of 
those  within  a  few  inches  of  him  fail  to  disturb  the  vision  or 
rouse  luH  stupefied  senses. 

He  looked  a  ^ad  strange  fimire  in  the  foreofround  of  that  half- 
^vild  and  novel  tableau,  stretched  out  on  his  back  as  if  dead, 
the  scarcely  moving  ril>s  testiiying  that  he  was  nt*t  ivaUy  so. 
The  liand  and  the  '  pistol '  were  still  together  where  tlu^y  had 
fallen,  and  the  head  restmg  on  the  stool  showed  the  deep 
yellow  features  but  imperfectly  by  the  partial  gleam  of  the 
half-extinguished  lamp  that  stood  near,  ilhnninating  but 
obscurely  the  corner  where  tlie  victim  reposed.  It  revealed 
the  saddle  and  its  load  of  effects  laid  up  against  the  wall ; 
tlie  journeying  -^vardrobe,  wet  and  soiled,  close  to  our 
partition ;  and  tlie  heavy  odd-shaped  sword  within  easy  grasp 
of  the  nerveless  hand;  while  the  strong  flaring  lilaze  of  the 
large  lam]>in  the  background  threw  niaiwelloui=^ly  weird-like 
lights  and  shadows  through  the  long  ^ista,  and  brought  out 
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in  grotesque  relief  the  nude  beings  coiled  up  and  laid  out  in 
sleep;  the  boisterous  gamblers  dressed  and  undressed,  en- 
grossed with  their  play,  squatting  or  reclining  in  every 
conceivable  way,  as  well  as  the  miscellaneous  agglomeration 
of  all  sorts  of  uncouth  articles  on  beams,  posts,  and  beds ;  all 
this  gave  one  a  vivid  impression  of  a  robbers'  den,  though  the 
lingering  aroma  of  the  l^ppy's  juice  was  rather  out  of  place. 

This  was  the  first  time  I  had  seen  the  beginning  and 
ending  of  an  opium-smoker's  orgie,  and  watched  the  gradual 
change  throughout  the  whole  of  the  stages,  from  excitement 
to  stupefaction  and  somnolency.  I  was  satisfied  that  it  was  a 
very  quiet  and  unobtrusive  way  of  getting  dead  drunk, 
however  injurious  it  might  be  in  the  long  run;  and  was 
productive  of  but  little  annoyance  to  the  lookers-on. 

At  Singapore,  at  Hongkong,  but  more  particularly  at 
Tien-tsin,  I  had  often  peeped  into  the  interiors  of  the  opium- 
shops,  fully  prepared  to  meet  with  some  of  those  fearful 
wrecks  of  humanity  that  rouse  the  s}anpathies  and  curdle 
the  blood  of  our  people  at  home,  when  described  in  pro- 
China  speeches  and  books;  but  I  beheld  nothing  more  than 
what  I  have  just  described — in  fact  not  so  much,  for  the  dens 
were  seldom  so  agreeable  as  to  be  supportable  for  a  period 
long  enough  to  enable  a  visitor  to  see  a  votary  take  his 
allowance  out — and  eveiything,  as  orderly  and  peaceably  as 
the  most  sober  mce  of  people  could  desire. 

At  Tien-tsin  I  made  many  enquiries,  and  haunted  for  some 
time  a  number  of  the  shops  in  our  vicinity,  and  gathered  as 
much  information  as  any  stranger  could  well  do  under  the  cir- 
cumstances. The  number  of  the  '  Yai-pian  yan-pu  '  or  opium- 
smoke  shops  then  was  about  300.  These  are  places  where 
opium  can  be  purchased,  seethed  and  prepared  for  immediate 
use,  in  small  quantities,  by  people  who  use  it  in  their  own 
homes,  and  where  it  can  be  consumed  on  benches  built  up  in 
the  room  usually  set  apart  for  that  pui'pose  in  all  these  places. 
There  are,  besides,  many  wholesale  establishments  for  the  sale 
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of  this  article  to  the  retail  shops,  but  where  it  is  not  [>er — - 
mitted  to  be  used  on  the  premises  by  customei's.  M 

The  smokhig-shops  are  genenilly  iti  low,  dirty,  out-of-the — ^^ 
way  streets  and  back  alleys,  and  are  kept  concealed  fmni.«::a 
view  as  much  as  may  be  compatible  with  the  trade  carried  Mh 
on  in  them.  Ruinous  hovels,  regular  dens,  a  degree  or  two^cz 
more  forl>idding  than  our  dram-shops  in  the  *  slums'  and^A 
Imies  of  large  towns^  and  without  sign -boards — for  the  viee^ 
one  would  think,  is  tried  to  be  kept  a  hidden  one — ^^  cribs' 
which  would  l)c  passed  without  any  suspicions  its  to  their 
character  l>y  those  who  had  not  been  told,  are  met  with  in 
every  part  of  the  Tien-tsin  city  and  suburbs*  You  are 
threading  your  way  through  some  sickening  passage  formtMl 
by  gables  and  fronts,  backs  and  comers  of  runagate  and 
advancing  houses,  handkerchief  to  nose  and  mouth  in  one 
hand,  und  a  strong  stick  tor  the  benefit  of  the  swammig  cui-s 
in  the  other-  You  are  exploruig^  looking  out  tor  iiovelt)^  and 
adventure  in  any  shape,  but  chiefly  to  study  the  miumers  and 
Icustoms  of  the  people-  Every  open  door  has  had  its  share  of 
p-our  attention,  every  courtyard  its  scrutiny*  Workshops  have 
been  entered,  the  mechanical  opemtions  criticised,  and  the 
salient  characteristics  noted.  You  leave,  perhaps  wiser,  [>er- 
haps  gratified  ;  and  continue  your  route  \nth  the  usual  dis- 
agreeables, until  you  come  to  a  comer  where  a  great  romid 
piece  of  brown  paper  clings  to  the  wall,  so  like  the  colour  of 
the  wall  itselt^  that  you  may  have  passed  a  dozen  sucli 
without  your  eye  catching  their  outline.  You  are  on  the 
trail ;  the  scent  is  strong.  You  may  be  as  ceitain  of  what  is 
about  the  vicinity  of  that  brown  paper,  as  the  North 
American  Indian  used  to  be  when  he  saw  a  twig  snapped 
jErom  a  bough,  or  a  scrap  of  dress  fixed  on  a  thorny  bush. 

A  'ho^vff'  is  near,  and  you  seain:h.  There  is  no  coi-re- 
sponding  [laper  on  any  of  the  doors,  and  you  penetrate 
tartlier  mto  the  maze,  when  you  remeiiiber  that  a  courtyard 
fuU  of  rubbish  was  passed^  at  the  top  of  which  stood  a  riddled 
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sort  of  bothy  with  the  windows  thickly  patched  with  paper, 
&nd  the  door,  well  fitting,  closed.  You  turn  back,  peep 
>ehind  the  courtyard  gate,  arid  discover  another  disc  of 
ifhitey -brown* 

Without  any  warniiig  to  those  who  may  be  inside,  you 
idvance  to  the  door,  and  shove  it  boldly  open.  You  will 
ind  a  darkened  room  as  soon  as  you  close  it  bdiind  you 
igftiOf  with  a  couple  or  so  of  tiny  lamps  burning  in  various 
jlaces,  making  the  darkness  dsirker  still,  and  reminding  you  of 
iiose  lamps  which  superstition  says  arc  ever  iiiuitly  gleaming 
b  the  old  Roman  sepulchres,  and  arc  only  extinguished 
irhen  these  are  opened  to  the  light  of  day.  You  stand  at  the 
ioor*post  for  a  mijmte  or  two,  during  which  vision  is  slowly 
petumiog,  and  the  proprietor  or  manager — though  he  would 
EBlher  not  see  strangers  enter  his  secluded  abode — makes  you 
relcome.  Three  or  four  dark  masses  are  laid  on  the  ever- 
lasting benches.  They  arc  labourers  or  some  such  members 
of  a  poor  class  taking  their  daily  or  afternoon  dose,  after 
the  benefit  of  the  morning  one  has  passed  off.  Three  have 
fust  begun,  and  the  fourth  is  resigning  himself  to  the  dreamy 
deep-  That  is  all  you  am  see ;  and  you  stay  in  the  mixed 
Savoured  dungeon  for  a  few  minutes,  just  to  assure  the 
landlord  that  you  intended  him  a  Mendly  visit. 

The  sight  is  a  pitiable  one — a  sad  one,  but  not  so  repulsive 
bar  so  heart-rending  as  that  I  once  witnessed  in  what  might 
be  called  a  public-house  on  a  smnmer's  afternoon  in  Stam- 
boul,  where  the  opium-chewers  were  at  work  and  going  on 
like  men  possessed  with  demons,  until  they  subsided  into 
lumps  of  paralytic  imbecility,  fagging  a  year  of  nature  in  an 
kour ;  neitlier  does  it  affect  one  half  so  much  as  the  glare  and 
ftie  misery,  the  gamh  display  and  the  ragged  brutalised  mob, 
tbe  stir  and  commotion,  the  ribald  and  profane  language,  or 
the  indecent  quarrel  and  the  savage  buU-dog-like  fight,  that 
[nay,  alas^  too  often  be  observed  by  the  stranger  who  travei^s 
own  land,  and,  who,  at  a  distance^ — ^for  we  would  advise 
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him  not  to  enter — surveys  the  *life'  at  the  gin-pakccs,  the 
taverns,  public-housesj  drain-shops,  and  tap-rooms^  decorated^ 
by  their  gay  luminous  show  and  superb  fittings,  to  be  founds 
in  all  our  great  thoroughfares  in  manufacturing  towns  and_ 
cities,  and  providing  plenty  of  occupation  for  the  poHceman,,^ 
the  jailer,  and  the  hangman,  | 

If  opium-smoking  is  a  great  evil  among  the  Chinese  people 
— as  it  is,  no  doubt,  yet  they  endeavour  to  hide  it — ^they  are 
ashamed  of  it — and  it  offends  neither  the  eyes  nor  the  hearing 
by  obtrusive  publicity.  It  is  not  made  a  parade  of  by  niglit 
and  by  day;  neither  does  it  give  rise  to  mad  revels  and 
murderous  riots.  Its  efiFects  on  the  health  may  be  more 
prejudicial  than  our  habits  of  alcohol-drinking,  but  yet  it  isj 
hard  to  see  any  of  these  broken-down  creatures  that  one  reads 
about, 

A  strong  opponent  of  opium-sm»king,  and  a  man  who  siK>ke 
the  Chinese  language  thoroughly,  took  me  to  an  opium-shop  to 
see  some  of  these  examples,  but  the  exliibition  was  what  we  f 
should  call  a  failure  so  far  as  the  exposure  of  die  unhealthy 
effects  of  the  drug  might  be  considered,  M 

The  room  was  filled  >vith  men  of  nearly  all  ages,  and  as 
robust-looking  as  the  majority  of  their  townsmen.  They 
freely  answered  all  questions,  and  the  result  was  not  par* 
ticularly  unfavourable  to  the  reputation  of  the  liabit, 
compared  with  the  number  of  lives  sacrificed  every  year 
by  the  use  of  alcoholic  liquors  and  the  number  of  stron| 
constitutions  sapped  by  them  m  other  countries. 

We  can  recall  to  mind  one  old  fellow,  fifty-two  years  o£ 
age,  who  confessed  that  he  indulged  himself  as  often  as  hel 
could  afford  it,  which  was  always  twice,  often  thrice  a-day,^ 
His  earnings  daily  were  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  cash  as 
a  coolie,  and  out  of  this  he  spent  one  hundred  in  opium. 
This  man  had  taken  it  for  twenty-two  years,  and  left  it  off  j 
twice  during  that  period — once  voluntarily — when  he  waaf 
induced  to  begin  it  again  at  the  instigation  of  his  friends  (?)|i 
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and  the  second  time  to  allay  the  jmngs  of  hunger  after  he 
had  abstained  fi*om  smoking  for  some  months.  Two  boys — 
hiB  sons — usually  accompanied  hira,  and  remahied  in  the 
shop  while  he  was  engaged  with  his  pipe.  How  Ete  the 
gin-shop  fiunily  meetings ! 

On  being  asked  why  he  smoked  opium,  he  could  not  give 
any  satisfactory  answer;  and  his  sensations,  while  under  the* 
effects  of  it,  were  vaguely  described  as  strength  imparted  to 
him,  and  the  production  of  happiness  to  a  degree  he  could 
not  find  words  to  express.  When  he  required  opium  he  did 
not  feel  well,  and  experienced  a  sensation  as  if  his  breast  was 
being  torn  opai-  If  it  were  possible,  he  said  that  he  would 
gladly  abstain  t^pm  it,  though  he  feared  he  could  not  volun- 
tarily do  so;  but  if  confined  in  a  room  for  several  days,  and 
plenty  of  food  allowed  Mm,  he  supposed  he  could  then  do 
without  the  sraoke. 

Aiiother  of  my  friends,  also  an  anti-smoker,  used  to  select 
cases  of  iufimi-Iooking  Chinese  in  the  streets  as  objects  who 
were  succumbing  to  the  narcotic;  but  unfortunately  for  his 
judgement,  the  greater  portion  of  these  disavowed  having 
anything  to  do  Avitli  the  ding,  and  gave  positive  reasons  for 
their  sickness*  If  an  impartial  obsei*ver  were  to  go  the  rounds 
of  the  three  kingdoms,  and  direct  his  attention  to  the  effects 
of  strong  drink  suid  the  spectacles  it  affords^  and  then  do 
the  same  in  China — of  course  I  speak  of  the  North  more 
particularly,  as  I  have  had  more  ample  opportunities  of  in- 
vestigating this  matter  there  than  in  the  South,  with  regard 
to  the  opium  question — ^I  can  almost  safely  predict  at  what 
conclusion  he  would  arrive- 

One  occasionally  meets  with  pictures  for  sale  in  the  streets, 
in  which  are  caricatures  of  emaciated  creatures  with  terrible 
eagerness  clutching  the  pipe  as  they  lie  in  a  dilapidated 
house,  their  clothes  in  rags,  and  their  toes  protruding  through 
their  worn-out  shoes.  And  in  one  of  the  temples  at  Tien-tsin, 
where  the  Buddhistic  pandemonium  was  represented  in  all 
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its  horrors,  and  the  punishments  to  be  awarded  the  trans- 
gressors of  Fo's  precepts  pourti^yed  by  plastic  models  with 
an  almost  supernatural  talent  in  devising  infenml  tortures, 
the  opium -inhaler  is  there  represented  awaiting  his  doom; 
yet  ill  spite  of  these  illustrations  the  custoni  is  on  the 
increase.  It  is  a  hidden  vice,  but  Chinamen  will  tell  you 
that  every  shop  ought  to  or  does  pay  a  secret  tSLX — a 
'squeeze' — to  the  mandarins,  and  that  the  latter  are  kept 
well  informed  as  to  the  number  of  new  openings  which  tafee 
place,  consequent  on  the  flourishing  state  of  business  in  the 
drug  that  briefly  cheers^  but  deeply  enervates, 

A  slave  to  the  narcotic  is  perfectly  well  aware  of  his  danger, 
and  the  enormity  of  the  offence  he  is  committing  against  his 
fiunily  and  relations — in  starving  the  one,  and  disgracing  the  M 
other — but  he  looks  witli  fear  and  contempt  on  a  drunken 
European  who  reels  and  tumbles  about  in  the  streetj  kicks  up 
brawls,  and  sheds  blood,  and  wonders  w]iy,  if  the  foreigner  is 
determined  to  get  rid  of  bis  senses  for  a  time,  he  does  not  do  | 
so  pleasantly  and  peaeeablyj  instead  of  acting  like  a  wild 
beast.  M 

There  is  little  use  in  a  missionary  preaching  to  the  China- 
man about  his  evil  propensity,  when  the  man  can  point  to 
the  preacher's  countr]nnen  and  ask  if  the  '  sauishu '  is  not 
worse  than  the  opium ;  and  if  you  showed  him  a  print  of 
Cruikshanks'  Bottle,  he  >TOuld  tell  you — and  perhaps  you 
wouldn't  quite  disagree  with  him — that  opium  could  never 
produce  such  a  tableau.  It  is  a  vexed  subject,  as  is  tee* 
totalism  to  many  people  elsewhere,  and,  as  Ctduese  gambling 
might  be,  if  viewed  in  the  siunc  light. 

Let  us  quit  the  midnight  amusements  of  a  strange  inn| 
and  bolting  with  some  care  the  passage  door,  seek  our  room-  ■ 
Befoixj  consigning   ourselves,  however,  to  repose,  with  the 


clatter  outside  still 


strong 


in  our  ears,  the  expediency  of 


inserting  five  bullets  in  each  of  our  revolvers  was  not  over- 
looked, and  the  Japanese  chopper  was  placed  in  the  most 
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advantageous  position  under  M.'s  pillow,  ready  for  a  half- 
asleep  hack  and  thrust;  for  we  reasoned  that  since  the 
Chinese  showed  such  a  fancy  for  lethal  weapons,  and 
manifested  so  much  prudence  in  their  disposal  at  night, 
there  could  be  surely  no  valid  objections  to  our  doing 
the  same. 

The  house  was  an  odd  one,  and  quite  out  of  the  usual 
style  we  had  as  yet  been  accustomed  to;  the  locality  was 
not  assuring,  to  say  the  least  of  it;  and  our  fellow-guests 
were  ten  to  one  against  us,  should  they  turn  out,  as  they 
undeniably  appeared  to  be,  rough  and  ready  adventurers. 

How  fiitile  it  was,  though,  trying  to  keep  awake !  Despite 
all  the  banditti,  highwaymen,  robbers,  and  cut-throats— 
despite  all  imaginings  of  the  little  games  the  fleeced  gamblers 
might  be  up  to  when  they  could  play  no  longer;  and  in 
opposition  to  the  thousands  of  mosquitos  who  did  their  best 
on  the  fresh  rations  they  sung  so  lovingly  over — ^with  a  bump 
at  intervals  from  headstrong  beetles  who  found  their  way  in 
by  the  half-open  ^\dndow,  and  seemed  anxious  to  share  our 
bed — ^we  forgot  everji:hingin  the  mysterious  phenomena  into 
which  mind  and  body  was  gently  drifted. 
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EARLY  mSIKG   13*  CM1KE9E   INNS THE   FEKRY    AT     THE    YAKG-Hd  —  THE 

TRAVELLED   FLORIJ* — FLOODED   ROADS FEAR   ANB   CURIOSITY -^  TRA- 
VELLERS  ON    THE    HIGHWAY TtTBEllCLES   OF    TBE    WATER-LILY,    ASP 

ITS    USES ARRO^V\VORT  —  A    MARSHY    llEGlOK    UNDER  CULllVATION^ 

A  CHINESE  ALBINO. 

LOUD  thimder  had  been  heard  during  the  night,  and 
never-ceasing  flashes  of  lightning  had  glared  over  the 
room,  without  disturbing  me ;  neither  did  the  suspected  ones 
in  the  hall  of  innocence  and  peace  mamutlingly  drive  us 
from  our  rest;  but  the  rainj  whisking  and  dropping  with 
weary  beat^  was  more  effectual  about  five  or  six  o^clock  next 
morning,  when  all  objects  beyond  the  paper  window  looked 
cast  doT?m  and  carried  a  tearful  expression  about  them,  as 
they  lay  bathing  and  floating  in  the  wet  under  an  angry 
sky.     A  nice  prospect,  certainly ! 

The  doors  were  released  from  their  bolts,  and  a  glance  out 
at  the  long  public  room  told  nothing  but  that  eveiybody  had 
left  long  ago  —  even  our  vitiated  opium-eater  had  rallied 
from  his  lethargic  inebriation^  and  was  off.  The  place  where 
they  had  been,  which  looked  so  di^matic  last  night,  was  aE 
but  unrecognisable.  It  was  as  diflferent  as  seeing  the  pit  of 
a  theatre  when  lighted  up  and  crowded  with  a  moving  noisy 
audience,  and  viewing  it  again  empty,  dismal,  and  cold,  in 
the  starved  daylight.  There  were  the  posts,  the  benches^ 
the  stools,  and  the  wooden  pillows ;  but  all  naked,  bare,  and 
dirty,  with  the  black  spider  and  scoi*pion-haunt«d  beams 
above  them,  surrounded  by  mud-plastered  walls,  earthy,  and 
not  improved  by  some  immoral  illustrations  —  fit  accompa- 
niments to  gambling  and  opium-smoking.  The  jailish-looking 
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windows  levied  a  heavy  tax  on  the  light  as  it  struggled  to 
force  its  way  through  the  blackened  sheets  of  paper,  and 
scarcely  reached  the  unsightly  hillocks  on  the  unswept 
earthen  floor. 

The  weather  was  vexatious,  and  the  sun  more  so  ;  but  we 
were  fain  to  be  content  and  to  wait  the  clearing  up  of  the 
fiky^  which  began  about  seven  o'clock.  Then  we  werc  ready 
to  start,  but  not  in  the  best  humour  exactly,  as  the  Great 
Wall  was  yet  a  long  day's  journey  from  us,  and  it  waa 
to  be  reached  before  night.  The  bill  was^  paid,  the  ponies 
saddled,  and  the  luggage  packed  firmly  in  the  cart,  with  the 
mules  fidgetting  to  be  on  their  way,  when  the  grinning  land- 
lord, who  expected  to  make  sure  of  his  paying  customers 
for  another  day  and  night,  obligingly  broke  the  afflicting 
intelligence  to  us,  in  a  straightforward  way,  that  the  Ho, 
or  river,  had  risen  to  such  a  height  that  boats  would  be 
required  before  we  could  cross.  We  a:&certained  that  we 
could  entertain  but  faint  hopes  of  tmnsport  for  some  houi-s. 

Riding  down  to  the  foot  of  the  steep  bank  on  whicli  the 
inn  and  the  village  stood,  we  found  the  Yang-h&  foaming 
and  tearing  past  us  in  a  yellow  flood,  increased  in  dimensions 
from  a  fordable  stream  in  fine  weather  to  a  torrent,  through 
which  it  would  have  been  folly  to  attempt  to  force  our 
ponies* 

But  affair:^  did  not  locjk  so  desperate  or  hopeless  aa  our 
host  had  represented  them  j  for,  at  the  other  side  and  pad- 
dling about  for  hire^  we  discovered  a  washing-tub  of  a  boat, 
moved  and  piloted  by  two  men,  who  sculled  across  on  our 
hailing  them*  How  much  would  they  ask  to  carry  us  to  the 
opposite  bank,  with  our  baggage,  and  swim  the  ponies  be- 
hind the  skifi?  A  long  deliberation  ensued  between  the 
two  men  —  in  which  all  the  villagers  who  had  turned  out 
busied  themBelves  in  giving  an  opinion.  Their  fere  was  only 
six  thousand  cash  lor  the  job  —  about  thirteen  shillings  for 
ferrying  us  across  a  river  no  wider  than  the  Peiho !     They 


THE  TRAYELLED  FLORIN, 


eeem  dctennined  to  make  their  money  while  the  stream  is  at 
the  flooil,  and  to  take  advantage  of  our  haste  to  get  away; 
but  they  must  receive  their  lesson.  We  make  an  offer  of  one 
tliousand  cash  —  whichj  as  all  the  current  cash  is  now  about 
the  thickness  and  bi'eadtli  of  an  old  sixpence,  and  go  two 
thousand  to  the  dollar  —  is  half  a  dollar.  They  would  not 
listen  to  lihe  proposal,  but  jumped  into  their  boat  again, 
wonderfully  imte  at  the  small  value  we  set  on  their 
labours* 

We  mounted,  and  made  as  though  to  ride  towards  a  deep 
ford,  where  a  number  of  people  were  toiling  in  the  bubbling 
water,  immersed  to  their  shoulders,  with  their  clothes  in  a 
bundle  on  their  heads*  The  elder  Charon  gave  in ;  he  could 
not  suffer  such  generous  souls  to  plunge  and  battle  in  the 
seething  river  when  he  could  ferry  them  across,  sure  of 
gaining  the  thousand  cash.  He  loudly  shouted  to  us  to 
come,  and  that  he  would  be  content  with  our  offer. 

The  cart  was  emptied  of  its  load,  which^  with  the  saddles, 
was  put  in  the  bottom  of  the  boat,  and  then  sent  some  way 
down  the  stream  to  get  a  place  where  it  could  pass  in  safety 
—  we  ci'ouching  down  in  the  leaky  craft  to  ballast  it,  while 
the  ponies  were  swam  across  by  naked  Chinamen,  who 
seemed  accustomed  to  the  work  —  they  showed  such  tact  — ^ 
though  it  could  not  be  very  remunerative  to  such  a  numbca* 
of  strong  fellows. 

There  were  many  pedestrians  sitting  and  standing  on  the 
grassy  bank  when  wc  got  out  of  the  impromptu  barge,  nearly 
all  of  whom  were  in  the  thatch  coats,  and  appeared  as  if 
they  had  already  been  some  hours  on  the  road*  Their 
astonishment  at  our  presence  was  fairly  eclipsed  by  that  of 
our  boatman,  who  almost  sci-eamed  for  joy,  when,  being 
rather  scarce  of  the  base  and  bulky  coin  of  the  country,  we 
gave  him  a  new  florin.  Such  a  silvery  gleam  had,  perhaps, 
never  before  gladdened  those  unnaturally  exposed  eyeballs 
of  his  —  much  less  had  ever  been  in  his  possession  as  lawful 
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property-  He  ran  oiF  from  the  crowd  with  it  stuck  out  in 
his  open  pahn  to  admire  it  alone,  but  the  excited  fellows 
followed  like  a  lot  of  rats  after  a  piece  of  cheese,  and  gathered 
round  him  as  if  lie  had  obtained  a  gilt  of  the  elixir  vitw^  in 
which  they  desired  to  participate. 

It  seemed  too  good  to  be  reid,  however;  and  to  the  surpnse 
and  delight  of  a  few  seconds  before,  succeeded  suspicions 
and  doubts  as  to  its  quality.  The  man  came  up  to  us  again, 
weighing  the  coin  in  his  fingers  and  testing  its  genuineness 
as  well  1^  he  could,  looking  very  business-like  and  very 
gerious  during  the  scruthiy,  and,  pointing  to  the  ol)ver9e, 
wished  to  know  what  the  Queen's  head  signified.  The  i^eply 
that  the  likeness  was  that  of  the  grand  lady  who  ruled  the 
great  English  nation,  though  it  caused  some  wonder,  and 
perhaps  a  grin  or  two  fi'om  some  rustic  wretch  whose  ideas  of 
the  estimation  in  which  the  sex  ought  to  be  held  were  not  of 
a  veiy  exalted  or  noble  kind,  did  not  content  the  slux^wd 
countrjonan  until  he  believed  that  the  cross  on  the  reverse 
was  Her  Majesty's  mai*k ;  then  did  he  fiilly  understand  the 
importance  of  the  bargain  he  had  made,  and  the  lucky 
mndtall  he  had  obtained  by  a  few  minutes'  work. 

The  ominous  weather  had  by  this  time  vanished;  the 
liills  came  out  with  their  keen  upper  ridges  only  marred  by 
misty  exhalations  from  below;  and  the  July  sun  shone  down 
hot  and  strong  from  a  sky  unruffled  by  the  thirniest  cloudlet, 
sending  the  water  lying  everywhere  about  us  in  steaming 
vapours  over  the  ground,  until  we  were  well-nigli  suffocated 
and  parboiled,  in  the  bright  hot  light,  with  the  moisture  and 
perspiration. 

The  only  tracks  we  saw  ha\dng  any  pretensions  to  a  liigh 
road  were  at  every  few  yards  regular  lakes  and  dams  of 
reeking  niin-water,  from  which  no  cart  could  come  un- 
scathed, and  through  which  it  would  have  been  fatal  to  our 
prospects  to  have  urged  the  mules*  The  sole  alternative, 
therefore,  was  still  to  cling  to  the  north-east  horizon,  while 
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we  sought  lanes  and  paths  through  the  millet  and  maize 
sweeps,  We  were  often  baffled,  ftut  always  came  to  some 
little  village.  Rather  poor  they  were,  perhaps,  at  times; 
but  the  people  looked  healthy  and  happy*  Here  wc  found 
some  part  of  the  drowned  main  road,  which  gave  us  a  clue 
to  our  position.  The  labourers  in  the  gardens,  or  in  the 
rows  of  grain,  did  not  bustle  or  stir  themselves  much  about 
our  presence  among  them ;  and  the  passengers  on  the  move — 
whom  we  were  often  obliged  to  brush  against,  as  they  made 
way  for  us  in  the  contracted  passages,  where  there  was  no 
ditch  or  bank  to  protect  the  cropsj  and  where  everyone  was 
solicitous  to  avoid  diunagiiig  them —  unscared,  just  fiivoured 
us  with  a  sly  squint,  as  they  strove  to  soothe  their  far  more 
alarmed  steeds,  should  they  happen  to  be  moimted.  After 
proceeding  for  a  bit,  and  before  the  opportunity  could  be 
lostj  they  would  give  us  a  little  more  of  their  attention,  and 
cogitate  on  the  extraordinaiy  sight  of  two  strange  men  — 
the  likes  of  whom,  in  such  a  novel  garb,  had  never  been  seen 
there  before  —  moving  through  the  country  as  if  they  had 
been  in  it  all  their  lives,  and  were  familiar  with  every  inch 
of  its  perplexing  mazes, 

But  two  or  three  old  worthies  in  the  course  of  the  day 
were  not  so  courageous,  and  showed  the  unmistakable  im- 
pulses of  childish  timidity  or  fear  ;  for,  catching  a  glimpse  of 
us  in  time  for  a  retreat,  they  hastUy  dismounted  fi'om  the 
animals  they  bestrode,  and,  with  the  alacrity  of  a  startled 
&wn,  darted  in  among  the  thick  screening  jungle  of  stalks^ 
dragging  their  ^  mounts '  with  them,  and  were  not  seen 
again,  being  probably  too  much  overpowered  by  the  distant 
glance  to  try  a  nearer  one* 

Travellers  were  pretty  numereus  in  some  places,  where  the 
independent  and  circuitous  thready  ways  converged  on  the 
lowland,  nearly  all  of  whom  were  equestrians,  who  rode  well- 
conditioned  ponies,  or  sleek,  tall  mules ;  and  not  a  man  of 
them  but  looked  well  fed  and  well  clothed.     The  latter  was, 
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if  not  a  picturesque,  a  certuialy  very  decent  outfit  of  spotless- 
wrhite  homespun  cotton,  with  long,  wide  thigh  gaiters  of  silk, 
faultlessly-bleached  socks  in  the  black  or  blue  shoes ;  the 
wearers*  sonsy  faces  tantalised,  hid,  and  fanned  by  the 
flapping  yanl  of  brim  tliat  spread  out  from  the  flat-topped 
straw  hat,  so  tightly  bound  to  their  round  heads  by  the  tape 
across,  and  the  tape  below  the  chin. 

There  was  also  a  sprinkling  of  those  who  in  every  country 
must  always  'pad  the  hoof — the  less  comfortable  members 
of  the  peasant  class  who  move  about  in  search  of  employ- 
ment, trudge  to  other  localities  on  friendly  visits,  or  plod  to 
towns  in  the  vicinity  for  the  few  necessaries  they  require. 
Straggling  wheel-barrow  men,  who  throw  themselves  in 
before  us,  vnth  the  sti*aw  face-shade  tied  over  the  brow  by 
the  useftil  tail ;  plying  their  weight  and  strength  to  the 
utmost  between  the  shafts  of  their  carriage ;  but  what  they 
conveyed  was  too  well  wrapped  up  by  covers  to  allow  any- 
one to  guess  it  correctly.  They  had  an  arduous  job 
propelling  such  heavy  loads  on  the  thin  Avheel  in  such 
muddy  ground,  but  they  went  at  it  witli  such  detemii- 
nation  and  goodwill  that  they  kept  away  fatigue  and 
despondency. 

The  crops  have  not  varied  in  kind  along  the  whole  of  our 
track  from  Tien-tsin  j  there  is  just  as  much  diligence  and 
regard  to  be  remarked  in  reference  to  the  sedulous  appli- 
cation of  the  hoe  or  the  plough  in  turning  up  the  soil  about 
the  roots  of  the  plants,  the  manner  in  which  these  are  sown, 
and  the  non-existence  of  a  bare  spot  where  a  seed-topped 
stem  can  wave.  Here  and  there  in  certain  places,  the  ground 
was  broken  a  little  into  narrow,  but  deep,  gidlies,  £1*0111 
which  the  water  could  not  be  di*ained  ;  and  in  these  grew  in 
abundance  the  *  Lien  wha  '^ —  the  much-prized  and  sanctified 
lotus  or  water-lily  —  the  faba  jEgyptica^  or  Pythagorean 
bean,  the  symbol  of  creative  power  and  fertility,  continually 
represented  in  the  images  and  pictures  of  tlie  Buddhistic 
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religion.  As  in  Egypt  it  was  the  emblem  of  fecundity,  or 
power  of  the  world  from  water ;  and,  as  it  was  consecrated 
to  Isis  and  Osiris,  so  is  it  in  China  to  F6.  As  it  is  not  in 
flower  so  far  north  until  the  end  of  July  or  beginning  of 
August,  it  was  not  in  perfection  when  we  saw  it ;  but  even 
then  it  looked  graceful  and  pretty,  vntli  its  closed  pink  or 
camation-and-grecn  calyxj  growing  like  that  of  the  tuhp 
before  it  blooms,  and  rising  up  from  amid  the  great  concave 
round  leaves,  so  green  and  glossy  after  the  genial  rain,  as 
they  swim  on  the  clear  pools. 

It  can  scarcely  surprise  anyone^  who  looks  at  these  beau- 
tiful herbaceous  plants,  growing  as  they  now  do,  with  their 
gorgeous  double  flowers  only  in  the  bud,  that  such  a  people 
as  the  Chinese,  as  well  as  other  eastern  nations  among 
whom  Buddhism  prevails,  should  entert^  a  preference  for 
this  above  all  other  flowering  plants*  They  accept  it  as  a 
type  of  the  most  mysterious  operations  in  Nature,  and  have 
assigned  to  it  a  prominent  place  in  the  Eden  promised  by 
F6  —  whose  image  they  place  on  a  dais  of  lotus  flowei's  — 
that  land  of  supreme  happiness,  where  his  votaries  are  taught 
that  there  is  but  one  sex,  and  that  the  masculine-  The 
women  admitted  vnll  be  desexualised,  and  the  bodies  of 
those  who  have  obeyed  the  precepts  of  this  false  religion, 
'reproduced  from,  the  lotus,  are  to  be  pure  and  fmgrant  — 
their  countenances  fair  and  well  formed  —  their  hearts  fiill 
of  wisdom  and  without  vexation/  It  is  there  also  where 
'  they  dress  not,  and  yet  are  not  cold  ;  they  dress,  and  yet 
are  not  made  hot ;  they  eat  not,  and  yet  are  not  hungry; 
they  eat,  and  yet  are  not  satiated.  They  arc  without  jmin, 
irritation,  and  sickness,  and  become  not  old.  They  behold 
the  lotus  flowers  and  trees  of  gems  delightfully  wa\ing,  like 
the  motion  of  a  vast  sh^et  of  embroidered  silk.  On  looking 
upwards,  they  see  the  firmament  full  of  the  ^'  To-lo  "  flowers, 
falling  in  beautiful  confusion  like  rain.  The  felicity  of  that 
kingdom  may  justly  be  called  superlative,  and  the  age  of  its 
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inhabitonts  without  measure-  This  is  the  place  called  the 
Paradise  of  the  West.' 

But  the  Chin^e;^  who  seem  ever  striving  to  blend  the 
'  beautiful  or  pretty  with  economy  and  utility,  venerate  the 
water-lily  as  much  for  the  material  service  it  renders 
them  on  earth  in  sustaining  life,  as  for  the  part  it  plays  in 
their  popular  creed;  so  that,  while  admiring  it,  dedicating 
its  virtues  to  their  highest  spiritual  creation,  and  lavishing 
florid  encomiums  on  its  beauty^  they  do  not  forget  to  culti- 
vate it,  and  use  it  as  an  esteemed  article  of  food.  In  the 
market-places  of  towns  and  vUhtges  in  and  about  Tien-tsin, 
quantities  of  green  capsules,  shaped  lUce  the  rose  of  a 
watering-can,  or  the  head  of  a  gun-rammer^  are  exposed 
for  sale  in  August  and  September.  This  is  the  torus  or 
ovary  from  the  top  of  the  stalk,  containing  the  numerous 
seeds  or  nuts  in  cavities  on  its  surface,  which  are  said  to 
be  excellent  when  eaten  mw,  or  after  being  boiled  and 
preserved  in  sjnrup. 

In  March  and  April,  and  also  in  May,  strange-looking 
rootstacka  make  their  appearance  on  the  stalls,  of  a  white 
colour,  and  resembling  somewhat  three  or  four  of  those 
incomplete  divisions  of  a  large  pork  sausage,  such  as  are  sold 
in  England.  This  is  the  root  of  the  water-lily,  and  if  one  of 
the  elongated  tubercles  be  cut  across,  it  will  be  found  full  of 
holes  running  lengthways  like  the  strands  of  an  electric 
cable*  This  is  a  most  useiul  and  healthy  esculentj  and  is 
eaten  in  a  variety  of  ways.  Many  of  the  countiy  people 
prefer  it  raw,  when  it  tastes  not  unlike  a  coarse  chestnut  or 
an  uncooked  potato ;  but  it  is  best  boiled,  and  furnishes  a 
very  nutritious  meal,  with  the  other  trifling  adjuncts  of  a 
humble  dinner;  tasting  somewhat  between  a  potato  and  a 
turnip,  palatable  enough  for  any  hungry  stranger.  It  is 
also  salted,  pickled  in  vinegar^^  and  preserved  in  sugar; 
and  where  very  plentifiil^  besides  these  methods,  it  is 
converted  into  flour,  wliich,  when  mixed  with  a  proportion 
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of  sugar  and  baked  into  bread,  the  Chinese   deacribe 
first-rate. 

These  small  ditches  and  pools  of  what  would  otherwise  be 
lost  ground^  but  which  are  so  favourably  situated  for  the 
growth  of  the  nelembium,  and  also  for  a  few  yards  here  and 
there  of  the  arrowwort  (Sagittce  folia)^  the  root  of  which  is 
also  eatable,  but  is  not  so  pleasant  as  the  other — woidd 
scarcely  be  worth  noticing,  did  they  not  remind  us  that  land 
above  and  land  below  \\Tater  are  alike  seized  upon  and  forced 
to  yield  their  share  of  support  to  the  people  who  so  thickly 
crowd  them.  So  skilfully  and  earnestly  is  a  mai-sh  or  shallow 
fresh-water  lake,  which  would  be  reckoned  next  to  useless  in 
other  countines,  hunted,  fished,  and  gardened,  that  it  would 
be  difficult  to  pmnounce  with  any  degree  of  certainty  which 
is  most  productive,  or  on  which  the  inhabitants  appeared  to 
thrive  best. 

To  the  westward  of  Tien-tsm,  and  between  that  city, 
Peking,  and  Pauting-fu — the  capital  of  the  province — ^tiere 
is  an  extensive  swampy  marsh,  in  many  places  deep  enough 
to  be  considered  a  kke,  where  a  continual  war  is  waged 
agauist  the  stubbornness  ajid  perversity  of  nature,  and  where 
what  might  fitly  }>e  called  an  irreclaimable  nioitiss  is  made 
not  only  habitable,  but  veiy  pleasant,  to  multitudes  of  in- 
dustrious people  by  the  exercise  of  ingenuity  and  indomitable 
patience,  such  as  would  astonish  tlie  dwellers  near  the  bogs 
of  Ireland,  the  moors  of  Scotland,  or  the  fens  of  England, 
Not  only  do  the  natives  there  supply  the  greater  share  of 
their  own  wants  by  their  own  handicraft  and  devices,  but  they 
can  spare  an  abundance  of  their  produce  to  towns  in  their 
vicinity;  for  they  supply  largely  the  markets  with  fish, 
vegetables,  and  wild  fowl,  in  return  for  the  commodities  of 
the  dry  land. 

To  this  great  basin,  which  is  only  bounded  by  a  high  wide 
batik  of  earth  that  separates  it  from  the  Grand  Canal  and  tlie 
low  country  to  the  south,  and  the  higher  land  that  rises 
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towards  Peking  and  the  mountains  to  the  westward,  I  sailed 
in  a  river-boat  from  the  Peiho  in  the  month  of  March,  with 
the  intaition  of  visiting  the  chief  provincial  city  some  eighty 
miles     oflf,   and   though    I   found   so   many   obstacles   and 
difficulties  as  to  be  unable  to  reach  that  place  in  the  limited 
time  allowed^  yet  the  strange  and  curious  scenes,  and  the 
congenial  pleasures  of  a  sort  of  gondola  life  and  similar 
novelties,  gave  me  great  satisfaction  for  five  days,  the  remem- 
brances of  which  one  would  be  sony  to  lose- 
Passing  up  the  '  Shang-see  h6,'  or  upper  western  river — a 
smaU  tributary  of  the  Peilio — through  a  strip  of  country 
flat  as  Holland,  and  from  which  the  river  is  baliked  in,  a  day's 
sail  brought  me  to  the  region  of  wide  waters,  bulrush^  and 
bindweed,  where  white  sails  wfere  scudding  on   in  every 
direction  thi-ough  myriads  of  occult  clearings,  like  cotton 
sheets  hung  up  to  dry  on  a  grassy  plain.     Here  the  silent 
highways  were  as  clear  as  crystal,  when  compared  with  the 
Peiho's  ochrey  tint.     So  complicated  did  the  various  tracks 
appear,  that  in  the  middle  of  a  beautiful  sheet  of  translucent 
water,  extending  far  beyond  the  horizon,  there  was  a  little 
house  erected,  with  the  names  of  the  places  to  which  they 
led,  painted   on    its   sides   for  the   accommodation   of  day 
passengers,  while  those  who  sailed  by  night  were  guided  by 
a  beacon-Hght  in  a  large  paper  lantern  hoisted  on  a  taU 
pole. 

For  the  whole  distance  I  went — which  was  some  forty  or 
fifty  miles — the  shallower  waters  were  mapjjed  out  by  weii^s 
— ^Elizabethan  mazes  made  of  i-eeds  artfully  disposed.  The 
fish  were  not  only  prevented  from  wandering  up  or  down  the 
rivere  and  streams,  but  were  let  into  the  noiTOW  crooked 
passages,  that  gradually  conti^ctcd  until  there  was  not  room 
for  them  to  turn,  and  they  were  conducted  then  at  last  into 
a  circular  space,  a  cul-de-sac  or  regular  trap,  so  anunged  that 
egress  was  impossible*  The  open  streams  and  the  deeper 
bottoms  gave  lots  of  occupation  to  the  throng  of  net  skiffs, 
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and  to  the  fishing  cormorants.  There  were  nimierons  bo&ts 
with  rows  of  these  birds  perched  in  sable  majesty  on  a  frame- 
work over  the  gunwales — like  plumes  on  a  hearse — ^looking 
as  seinous  as  if  they  were  cognisant  of  the  great  responsibility 
of  their  functions^  and  the  benefits  tliey  confer  on  their 
employei^. 

Presently  I  came  to  villages,  numerous  and  well-built,  as 
thickly  peopled  as  those  we  were  now  passing,  gathered  on 
mounds  in  the  middle  of  the  lagoon,  and  shaded  from  the 
sun  by  great  willow-trees  that  fiouiished  in  an  appropriate 
soil,  surrounded  by  stacks  of  reeds  and  bulrushes.  A  variety 
of  the  latter  was  very  common — the  Scirpiis  tiiberostis — the 
root  of  which  is  the  edible  water-chestnut;  from  the  stalks 
were  made  those  great  boat-loads  of  mats  I  had  often  passed,  i 
and  which  appear  to  be  the  staple  manufacture  of  the 
district.  The  people  eat  the  roots,  weave  the  stems,  and 
make  tinder  of  the  seeds. 

Near,  was  an  odd  little  town,  as  old-fashioned  as  any  I 
ever  beheldj  built  on  an  earthen  foundation  that  had  been 
dragged  up  from  the  muddy  depths.  The  name,  at  this 
moment,  I  have  forgotten,  for  it  is  a  difficult  task  to  re- 
member such  names,  but  it  signified  that  its  beauty  ex- 
ceeded  its  fragmnce,  which  is  a  vast  deal  to  say  for  a 
Chinese  town. 

Here  I  saw  the  first  and  only  Albino  I  have  met  in  the  land, 
in  a  dense  sloping  wall  of  heads  that  lined  the  bqnks  of  the 
town  stream  to  obliteration  on  each  side  of  the  boat.  For 
here  the  cro^vxl  made  a  little  stone  bridge  fairly  totter 
again,  as  I  was  the  first  European  to  visit  the  unfragrant 
Venice. 

Poor  little  fellow,  his  chalk-white  skin  and  flaxen  hair 
made  him  so  conspicuous  in  the  crush,  that  I  looked  and 
looked  again,  and  jet  could  not  understand  what  the 
phenomenon  was,  until  the  impetuous  crowd  near  him, 
watching  my  every  movement  of  eye  or  limb,  discovered 
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I  regarded  him  as  a  curiosity,  as  they  themselves 
aarred  to  do.  Quickly  they  earned  or  pushed  him  down 
a.rcTs  us,  almost  close  to  the  water's  edge,  all  the  while 
ng"  and  making  fun  of  the  little  unfortunate,  whose 
lish  or  pink  eyes,  and  golden  eyelashes,  could  ill  bear 
sxxiishine,  or  even  the  daylight. 
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BIRD  SLAtTGnTEHTNG  —  WATER    FOWL  —  MASKED  BATTERIES  —  GATUEBOiH 

THE  KELEMBIUSE    ROOT FISHING  —ROADSIDE   SANCTUAREES THE  S£A 

—  SANDHILLS  —  MtDDAl*    INN  —  FIEST    PEEI*    OP     THE    GREAT    WALL  — 

TILLAGE      URCHINS '  NO      TAILS  '  —  A     FEMALE      EQUESTRIAN THE 

GATHERING   AT   JIHAN-HAI    KWAN^^ — AN    Dif HOSPITABLE  HOSTELRY TBI 

TALUE   OF   OUR  PASSPORTS SORRY  QUARTERS.  m 

NEAR  this  town  wc  spent  an  entire  day  among  the  out- 
of-doors  people,  as  it  was  better  situated  than  other  places  M 
we  had  sailed  by,  similarly  located  on  muddy  mounds*  There 
were  patches  of  wheat  for  home  consumption ;  tolerably 
large  rice  fields,  loved  haunts  of  the  snipe — made  and  in 
process  of  manufacture  by  scores  of  naked  men  who  stole 
and  scooped  the  slimy  earth  from  below  the  water,  and 
bound  it  with  bundles  of  reedsj  flags,  or  millet-stalk ;  there 
were  good  gardens  udniiralily  cultivated,  and  stocked  with 
those  vegetables  and  fruits  that  grow  best  in  this  almost 
tropical  summer ;  and  there  were  also  good  houses  of  brick, 
and  fine  healthy  inmates  to  look  at.  ^ 

There  was  some  sport  going  on — for  away  at  least  a  mile  or 
two  the  dull  booming  of  heavy  firearms  w  as  incessant,  as  if  an 
active  engagement  was  being  fought ;  so  to  observe  it  better, 
if  not  to  share  in  it,  we  had  to  hire  a  smeU  shallop,  poled  by 
a  rusty-nioustachcd  old  man  wlio  knew  the  country  well, 
like  an  old  huntsman,  and  who  could  make  his  rounds  to  th^ 
easiest  fences  of  reeds  or  rushes,  and  by  a  dexteixjus  push 
and  a  jerk  of  the  skiff,  clear  them  cleverly.  We  wem 
amazed. 

Eveiy  foot  of  swamp  was  converted  into  something  or 
another  more  mysterious^  more  fantastic,  and  more  unmean 
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5ng,  as  we  went  on  poling  and  paddling  over  all  kinds  of 
infernal  machines  and  comical  contrivances  reared  up  from 
tlie  water,  lying  in  the  water,  or  fixed  in  the  weedy  bottom. 
IBut  the  burning  of  gunpowder  in  the  distance  was  too 
enticing  and  too  indicative  of  potent  amusement  for  us  to 
linger  long  among  these  plots  and  puzzles,  which  we  left  for 
the  afternoon's  solution,  to  afford  us  more  surprise  and  more 
food  for  curiosity  and  investigation  after  we  had  reached  the 
shooting  'ground.' 

Flocks  of  bald  cootes,  dab-chicks,  water  hens,  and  other 
waders,  swimmers,  and  divers  innumerable,  as  if  there  had 
been  an  ordained  muster  of  the  families  of  the  Orders  Grallae 
and  Anseres ;  with  —  treasures  to  the  eyes  of  the  spoils- 
man — scores  of  the  mathematically  flying  birds  ^vinged 
rapidly  over  our  heads  in  lines  and  angles;  duck,  teal, 
widgeon,  and  even  geese  hurried  on  or  settled  cunningly  in 
places  where  they  could  not  be  disturbed  without  a  timely 
alarm.  Vainly  we  tried  to  outflank  them,  or  creep  along 
through  the  weeds  —  lying  close  down  -with  only  the 
boatman's  arms  exposed  above  the  sides  of  the  coracle :  in 
vain  we  tried  long  shots,  too  long  to  be  effective,  for  they 
whirred  and  flapped  their  wings  away  to  some  more  secure 
retreat,  leaving  us  to  follow  if  we  thought  fit. 

The  only  birds  we  could  deceive  and  kill  were  the  cootes 
and  dab-chicks,  and  a  few  specimens  of  the  grebe,  one  of 
which  was  ver^^  like,  though  about  half  the  size  of  the 
tippet  gi'ebe,  the  gannet  of  Lincolnshire ;  and  we  ungallantly 
made  war  on  them  Avith  excitement  enough.  Our  com- 
petitors, the  Chinese,  who  all  this  time  have  been  blazing 
away  for  miles,  and  scarcely  permitting  the  birds  to  rest  for 
a  minute  anywhere,  have  not  been  so  unsuccessful,  but  have 
beaten  us  into  shame  vnth  th^ir  clumsy  unsightly  weapons, 
notwithstanding  our  quick  loading  and  double  barrels,  at 
least  two  centuries  ahead  of  the  matchlock.  So  well  had  they 
studied  the  habits  of  the  game,  and  so  cniftily  had  they  masked 

T  2 


27G 


MASKED   BATfERlES. 


'I 

I 


their  pi^sence  and  laid  their  plans,  that  they  were  circum* 
vented  and  shot  before  they  knew  that  murderous  man  was 
within  a  mile  of  them. 

Let  us  skiin  over  quietly  to  that  intent  fowler,  who,  with 
a  frame  like  a  Hercules,  a  skin  naked  as  that  of  a  scalded 
pig,  and  broiled  black  as  that  of  a  Hottentot  from  daily 
exposure  to  the  heat,  is  squatted  in  his  low  light  punt 
hastily  loading  for  another  addition  to  the  pile  of  slaughtered  f 
birds  heaped  up  in  a  comer*  He  does  no  more  than  give 
you  a  good-natured  smile  as  he  pours  out  the  cakey  powder 
from  a  leathern  bottle-shaped  flask,  into  a  bamboo  measure 
that  sen  es  also  as  a  stopper  to  the  precious  receptacle,  and  then 
drops  it  into  the  muzzle  of  one  of  the  two  very  large  match- 
locks*  It  might  be  truly  called  a  full  charge.  Then  without 
minding  your  presence  at  all,  he  lifts  a  great  handfull  of  cast 
iron  shot  of  as  many  sizes  as  the  metal  may  have  chosen  to 
assume  when  dropped  at  mndom  into  cold  water,  and,  ignorant 
of  the  benefit  of  a  waddings  trickles  them  dowTi  the  thick 
barrel  whero  they  lie  heavily  on  the  powder. 

The  same  form  is  gone  thraugh  ivith  the  other,  and  then 
they  are  firmly  lashed  fore  and  aft  on  the  punt — one  hori- 
zontal to  send  its  contents  over  the  surface  of  the  water,  and 
the  other  slightly  elevated  to  sweep  the  air  some  feet  higher, 
Pole  round  his  vessel.  Tlie  bows  and  a  portion  of  the  sides 
are  so  hidden  by  carelessly-tied  bundles  of  reeds  or  straw, 
that  at  a  few  feet  you  would  think  it  a  little  heap  of  dead 
vegetation^  and  i-ather  tempting  to  the  birds  than  otherwise :  ■ 
in  fact  it  is  a  masked  battery  done  to  perfection,  and  ex- 
hibiting  far  more  knowledge  of  bird  nature,  than  did  thost* 
who  inserted  painted  gun  mu7.zles  in  the  wall  towei*s  of — 
Peking,  of  western  human  nature.  1 

A  low  loose  screen  of  rushes  stands  in  front,   through 

which  the  ends  of  the  barrels  protrude,  and  an  ap|)arently 

accidental  sort  of  a  hole  is  made  about  tlie  middle  of  it  for 

*  the  use  of  the  sportsman,  or  mther  tradesman,  who  is  now  all 
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ready  for  any  large  collection  of  birds;  but  it  must  be  a  large 
congregation,  for  it  would  not  pay  to  spend  so  much  shot 
over  a  few,  and  the  Chinese  are  not  capricious  or  fastidious 
in  their  tastes,  and  will  eat  a  coote  with,  perhaps,  as  much 
gusto  as  they  would  a  t€al  or  a  widgeon. 

He  has  not  long  to  wait  where  such  swarms  aboimd,  for 
he  sees  in  an  open  piece  of  TV^ater  in  the  centre  of  sedges  and 
young  rushes,  a  group  of  natatorials  darkening  the  surfiice 
and  floating  suspiciously  about. 

*  How ' — ^good,  he  mutters,  as  he  jumps  out  behind  the 
punt,  and  sinks  to  his  shoulders  in  the  tepid  liquid,  standing 
in  which  he  takes  the  flint,  steel,  and  tinder  from  a  small  bag 
at  hand  in  the  boat,  strikes  a  light,  ignites  the  end  of  the  coil 
of  the  t^visted  slow  match  that  is  fixed  in  the  split  of  the 
springless  hammer,  and  coiled  round  the  short  curved  stock. 
Then  with  an  anxious  look  at  you,  as  much  as  to  say, '  Please 
remain  where  you  are,  and  let  me  follow  my  trade  when  I 
get  an  opportunity,'  he  walks  or  swims  away,  noiselessly  and 
stealthily  pushmg  on  his  gunboat,  with  his  head  scarcely 
above  water,  until  he  has  got  within  twenty  or  twenty-five 
yards  of  the  beguiled  fowls,  when  a  thumping  bang  scatters 
the  shot  among  them  like  a  hail  shower,  and  sends  about 
half  a  dozen  flutterers  struggling  about,  and  nearly  as  many 
lying  immovable  on  the  smooth  face  of  the  pool. 

Another  bang  in  rapid  succession  to  the  first,  and  those 
who  were  flying  away  terrified  are  sadly  pelted,  some  four 
of  them  descending  lifeless  to  the  spot  they  had  just  quitted. 
This  is  a  wholesale  butcher,  but  he  sells  cheaply  the  results 
of  a  day's  work,  and  must  do  the  best  he  can. 

Where  reeds  are  grooving  any  height  above  the  water, 
there  is  another  kind  of  tradesman  who  pursues  a  mild 
business  with  as  much  skill  as  the  other.  Kneeling  down  in 
a  small  flat,  with  a  light  but  very  long  gun,  and  peeping 
through  a  minute  division  in  a  screen  of  straw  hung  in  front, 
this  humble  adventurer  poles  himself  along  after  a  crowd  of 
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decoy  ducks  which  he  feeds  from  tioie  to  time»  As  soon  as 
lie  heai's  the  slightest  sounds,  or  sees  the  wild  fowl  wnthin 
range,  he  selects  the  best  situation  wlienee  he  can  do  the 
most  damage;  then  he  moves  like  a  cat  after  a  mouse,  an 
inch  at  a  tinie,  and,  lighting  his  match,  fires  hi^  fusjl  from 
the  hip,  when  a  cloud  of  small  iron  pellets  and  bakeil  millet- 
seed  is  hurled  into  the  game.  He  seldom  misses,  though  he  | 
dues  not  take  good  aim,  for  he  judges  the  distance  so  exactly 
that  the  bird  or  birds  are  in  the  centre  of  the  discharge. 
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or, 


But  what  strange  animals  are  those 
raauoDUvring  in  such  a  remarkable  way  ?  the  stranger  is 
likely  to  ask,  as  dark-coloured  bodies  go  bobbing  up  and 
down  in  the  largest  open  space,  looking  like  notliing  you 
have  seen  on  earth,  sea,  or  lake,  either  of  fish,  flesh,  or  fowL 
Your  boatman  pi-opels  you,  according  to  instructions,  right 
m  among  them,  and  you  are  astonished  to  find  that  they  are 
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men,  seemingly  making  awkward  attempts  at  escape  from 
some  monster  of  the  water,  which  has  seized  on  theii'  legs. 

A  grlanee  at  the  floating  tray  of  reeds  at  once  relieves  you : 
these  nondescripts  are  gathering  up  the  roots  of  the  water- 
lily,  and  many  of  them  have  tlicir  trays  nearly  full  of  them. 
They  are  .strangely  dressed  for  their  work,  and  liuve  u  very 
uncouth  appeamnce,  with  nothing  but  their  dark  bmwn  faces 
to  Ije  seen,  and  their  heads  wi-apped  up  in  a  blue  turban  to 
prevent  their  brains  bc^ng  thoroughly  baked  by  the  March 
siui-  Around  each  of  their  necks  is  a  wide  circular  coUai'  of 
the  same  shape,  and  about  the  siime  size,  as  tlie  ordinary  life- 
buoy, and  almost  as  light.  To  this  is  attached  a  waterproof 
bng  of  sheepskins  with  the  wool  off,  about  one  half  as  long 
again  as  their  bodies,  in  which  they  live  and  move  many 
hours  evci^  day,  as  diy  as  if  they  were  on  dry  land.  To 
this  buoy,  whicli  keeps  open  the  mouth  of  the  sack,  and 
admits  the  air  around  tlie  body  without  allowing  the  water 
to  enter,  is  iastened  the  raft  un  \\rhich  the  day's  store  is 
carried. 

There  go  the  amphibious  labourei's,  jumping  and  sinking, 
moving  to  one  side  and  then  t<j  another,  sometimes  disap- 
pearing altogether  below  the  floating  ring,  which  then  lookn 
like  the  t^ntmuce  to  a  pit  or  well,  as  they  scrape  and  rub  ofl' 
the  mud  by  their  toes,  in  the  corners  of  the  bag,  from  eacli 
segment  of  the  root  which  runs  along  in  the  tenacious 
bottom  ;  and  then,  having  exhumed  the  hidden  treasure,  all 
but  an  obstinate  bundle  of  fibres  tliat  grow  at  the  end,  and 
retain  a  finn  hold  of  their  native  earth,  the  operation  is  soon 
finished.  One  of  the  hands  holds,  with  the  side  of  the  bag 
between,  a  pole  armed  with  a  hook.  This  divides  or  tears 
away  the  fibrillar ;  the  precious  esculent  is  liberated  and 
quickly  tnmsferred  to  the  depositorj,  and  another  is 
attacked. 

This  is,  we  were  told,  the  great  nelembium-growing 
countr)';  and,  to  judge  by  the  number  of  men  burrowing 
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and  floundering,  and  the  quantity  of  these  roots  they  can 
scrape  up  in  a  few  hours,  the  acres  of  flowers  culti\iat^ 
inus^t  be  rerj^  large.  In  no  place  where  they  grow  did  the 
depth  exceed  six  feet.  When  covered  ivith  full  flowers,  the 
Chinese  described  the  appearance  of  this  wide  higouu  as 
something  magnificent  —  like  a  gretit  carjmt  of  rtxl,  white, 
and  yeUow  or  pink  gems,  that  diff^tised  a  delicious  fmgraiice 
for  miles  around.  One  of  tliese  Tritons  gave  us  a  freshly 
excavated  tubercle,  and  uotlung  but  tea  could  have  been 
more  refreshing  in  the  prevaUing  heat  and  steam. 

We  remained  a  considcnible  time  watching  them,  and  then 
l>etook  ourselves  to  the  fishermen,  where  we  were  amuseil 
for  as  long  a  period  in  looking  at  their  efforts  to  secure  the 
caq)  and  eels  that  breed  and  thrive  in  the  marsh,  and  for 
whose  capture  eveiy  possible  device  is  had  recourse  to. 
Small  hillocks  and  long  banks  of  straw  are  thrown  up  all 
over  the  countrj\  In  tliese  the  fish  take  refuge,  and  about 
them  boatmen  hover,  spearing,  netting,  and  trapping  the 
finny  fugitives  they  have  just  started  out  with  long  sticks. 
Nets  are  contrived  in  all  sorts  of  shapes  to  drnj)  down  on 
the  confused  fish.  Conical  baskets,  open  at  both  ends,  are 
expertly  launched  over  them,  and  the  captives  are  taken  out 
alive  with  the  net  or  the  hand  by  the  top,  and  put  in  a  tub  of 
water  for  the  Tien-tsin  epicures.  Reed  baskets,  about  two 
and  a  half  feet  long,  in  form  like  an  hour-glass,  and  open  at 
both  ends  by  the  reeds  being  bent  inwards,  leaving  only  a 
small  tapering  aperture  for  the  fish  to  enter  by,  something  ■ 
like  a  wire  mouse-trap,  are  strewn  everywhere  over  the 
bottom,  waiting  for  the  entrance  of  some  old  car})  who  soon 
will  discover  that  getting  out  is  a  much  more  difficult  matter- 
Old  men  continually  thnist  hand  nets  into  the  mudj 
baskets  of  all  shapes  and  sizes  are  planted  wherever  a  fish 
may  venture ;  weirs,  the  jagged  tops  of  which  can  be  seen,  ■ 
like  white  spikes,  pierce  the  water  far  and  near.  These 
plans,  such  as  only  Chinamen  could  suggest  and  act  on  for 
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the  preservation  of  their  species,  filled  us  with  a  high  sense 
of  Chinese  thrift  and  ingenuity. 

Towards  midday  we  got  up  high  on  the  hill-sides  again, 
where  the  soil  began  to  get  light  and  scanty  ;  and  masses  of 
granite,  with  thick  veins  of  quartz,  and  jags  of  blue  lime- 
stone, impeded  our  progress  a  good  deal.  The  country 
around  us  was  not  very  attractive,  and  looked  as  bare  and 
sterile  as  some  of  the  mining  or  pottery  districts  of 
Staffordshire. 

The  hamlets  assumed  the  dimensions  of  little  towns  ;  the 
roads  became  wider  and  more  traffic-worn ;  the  roadside 
inns,  though  very  rough  and  untidy,  had  more  of  a  business 
air  about  them,  and  occurred  at  every  half  a  mile  or  so,  with 
their  signs  of  hoops  and  scoops  dangling  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  way ;  but  the  usual  temples,  built  on  the  choicest 
spots  and  of  the  best  materials,  were  not  now  to  be  seen. 

Either  the  people  were  too  poor  to  maintain  the  trains  of 
idle  priests  who  loiter  about  these  comfortable  institutions,  or 
are  too  wise  to  tolerate  them ;  and  instead  thereof,  in  the  out- 
skirts of  every  little  to^vn  or  village,  we  saw  diminutive  toys 
set  up,  something  in  the  temple  style,  in  the  most  sequestered 
nooks,  and  under  the  oldest  and  widest  spreading  willows, 
with  the  tiny  censer  standing  in  the  dwarfish  dooi'way — 
which  is  placarded  on  both  sides  mth  inscriptions ;  and  the 
great  old  bell,  roughened  by  devices  and  figures,  suspended 
from  the  limb  of  a  tree  to  call  Joss's  attention  to  the  stereo- 
typed prayers,  prostrations,  and  reiterations,  as  well  as 
incense  burnings,  of  the  rustic  devotees. 

Some  of  these  altars  displayed  a  good  deal  of  taste  and 
care,  and,  besides  being  situated  in  the  best  places,  where  the 
villagers  went  to  smoke  and  rest  in  the  hot  afternoons,  were 
neatly  decorated  and  painted.  Two  we  observed  with  the 
ends  made  of  sandstone  slabs,  marked  by  black  wavy  lines, 
like  a  water  ripple  —  probably  brought  from  near  some  coal 
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almost,  from  terruginous  impregnation.  Tlie  crops  ai^ 
weak  and  thin,  and  moi-e  space  appears  to  be  given  up  to 
pasturage  than  millet  growing.  One  advantage  of  somng 
light-stemmed  cereals  bet^vcen  alternate  ridges  of  the  strong- 
stalked  millet,  is  witnessed  in  the  undamaged  condition  of 
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the  former,  notwithstanding  the  beating-down  showers  and 
heavy  gusts  of  yesterday,  owing,  no  doubt,  to  the  support 
and  protection  they  received  from  the  lofty  tough  screens  on 
each  side. 

As  we  descended  again  from  the  heights,  we  discerned  the 
rusty  outlines  of  a  series  of  sandhills,  which  we  knew  must 
be  near  the  sea ;  and  about  an  hour  aft;erwards  we  heard  its 
sullen  roar  thundering  over  the  sandy  beach,  as  if  it  bid  us 
once  more  welcome  after  our  long  absence. 

I  know  not  whether  the  pleasing  sensations  I  then  expe- 
rienced quite  equalled  those  felt  as  we  drew  near  the  moun- 
tains the  second  day  after  our  departure  from  Tien-tsin,  for 
lliey  were  of  such  a  joyful  nature  on  both  occasions  that  I  am 
not  certain  which  gladdened  me  most  —  the  hoary  hills  in 
the  distance  —  so  very  like  the  Grampians  —  or  the  surging 
waters  of -the  Gulf  of  Liatung,  still  lashing  and  writhing 
about  after  the  storm  in  a  grand  fury,  and  madly  hurling 

tons  of  sand  per  minute  up  on  the  sliingly  shore.     M 

declares  that  he  was  certain  he  heard  the  low  mui-mur  of  the 
waves  between  the  awfully  loud  peals  of  thunder  during  the 
night  in  that  curious  inn ;  but  such  a  declaration  does  not 
lessen  our  admiration  now.  We  dismounted  to  let  our 
angular-sided  quadrupeds,  on  whose  backs  we  had  hitherto 
stuck  as  tenaciously  as  did  the  Old  Man  of  the  Mountain  to 
Sinbad's,  share  in  our  joy,  while  we  stood  exultingly 

*  Watching  the  waves  with  all  their  white  crests  dancing, 
Come^  like  thick-plum'd  squadrons  to  the  sh^re 
Gallantly  bounding ; ' 

faintly  trying  to  realise  the  raptures  of  any  one  individual 
in  the  van  of  Xenophon's  Ten  Thousand  Greeks,  on  that  day 
when  the  summit  of  the  Sacred  Mountain  was  attained; 
when  the  enemy's  countiy  had  been  traversed,  and  the 
Persians  —  with  the  redoubtable  Tissaphcmes  at  their  head 
—out-marched;  when  the  piercing  winds  and  deep  snows  of 
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Armenia  were  left  beliind,  with  the  barbarians  who  harassed 
them  by  night  and  by  day  ;  and  the  deep-blue  waters  of  the 
Euxhie  lay  sliiiiibermg  beneath,  and  Greek  towns,  with 
open  doors,  wert^  ready  to  receive  them,  after  toiling  over 
many  hofieless  parasaiigs  and  overcoming  innumerable 
ditficulties. 

We  did  not  shout,  but  never  felt  so  much  inclined  to  do 
80.  The  memorable  cry  of  'the  seal  the  seal'  seemed  to 
ring  in  clear  peals  over  the  shore  as  we  listened  to  the  stem 
breakei's  crashing  inland. 

We  mounted  again  aiter  the  first  burst  of  welcome  had 
been  got  over,  and  rode  down  towards  the  sandhills  or 
dunes,  through  fine  yellow  sand,  with,  at  intervals,  a  point 
of  hard  rock  tliTOwing  itself  in  the  way.  Nearly  evei'j^hing 
was  sand  and  shingle.  Few  trees  gi*ew  wthin  two  miles  of 
volcano-shaped,  ever-changing,  grit  hills,  and  vegetation 
dared  not  linger  where  it  would  be  buried  many  feet  from 
the  air  and  light,  when  the  next  storm  that  blew  up  the  gtilf 
carried  tons  and  tons  of  seawater  and  dusty  sand  far  over  it. 
The  highest  of  these  dunes,  standing  about  a  mile  fit)m  the 
sea,  did  not  rise  moi^  than  forty  or  fifty  feet  above  the  level  of 
the  beach ;  and  wliile  those  in  fronts  facing  the  gulf,  were  more 
generally  detached  from  each  other,  those  on  the  land  side 
were  in  almost  continuous  ridges,  rimning  nearly  north-east 
of  the  coast  line.  Tliough  the  northernly  gales  of  ^vinter  may 
— nay  must — add  to  the  height  tuid  volume  of  these  shifting 
barriers,  and  carry  the  materials  of  which  they  are  composed 
far  inland,  yet  ^  they  don't  seem  to  encroach  further  on  the 
shore,  and  we  could  see  no  traces  of  sea  reed  to  bind  the 
particles  into  a  firm  mass,  we  presumed  that  the  fieiTC  winds 
of  summer  sweeping  down  from  the  mountains  threw  the 
sea's  discharged  burden  back  again  to  the  waters,  and  with 
it  a  vast  quantity  of  sand  from  the  plain, 

A  little  shieling  of  millet-stalks  stood  far  out,  almost  among 
the  hea\y  ^ollel^s,  and  we  could  notice  a  few  men,  fishermen, 
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probably,  doing  something  to  their  boats,  which  may  have 
been  damaged  in  the  foul  weather  of  last  night  and  yesterday. 
Three  or  four  miles  farther  on,  we  passed  within  two  miles 
of  a  high  point  jutting  out  into  the  gulf,  on  which  stood  a 
temple  and  a  few  houses,  looking  very  forlorn,  though  the 
sun  gleamed  brightly  on  them. 

We  were  informed,  on  good  authorit}^,  that  in  the  old 
Chinese  maps  this  little  peninsuhi  is  marked  as  an  island, 
and  that  the  land  has  been  gaining  gradually  on  the  sea  all 
along  the  coast,  a  fact  of  which  we  had  abundant  proof  before 
our  journey  was  concluded. 

Proceeding  onward  we  cross  one  or  two  trifling  streams, 
and  thread  through  a  boggy  swamp,  until  we  halt  to  break- 
fiist  at  a  large  inn  flanking  an  ancient  village.  It  was 
a  new  erection,  on  a,  to  us,  new  principle,  profusely  done  up 
in  paint,  and  with  many  fringed  triangular  flags  hung  on  the 
poof,  in  token,  I  suppose,  of  the  happy  termination  of  the 
builder's  contract.  A  long  building  of  the  unchangeable  blue 
brick,  the  plaster  lines  of  which,  between  ejich  layer,  were 
agreeably  whitened,  while  along  the  entire  front  a  series  of 
wide  open  windows,  to  be  closed  when  needed  by  black 
shutters,  made  the  place  appear  cool  and  airy  beyond  any 
houses  we  had  seen  before.  The  interior  had  the  whole  of 
one  side  snugly  fitted  up  into  neat  little  rooms,  the  small 
doors  of  which  oj^ened  into  the  public  hall.  We  supposed 
the  other  side  to  be  arranged  in  the  same  manner  from  the 
number  of  tables  and  stools  ranged  along  the  earthen  floor. 
The  place  looked  secluded  and  cosy. 

There  was  a  little,  quite  a  little,  fuss  when  w(i  entered, 
and  the  inmates  scarcely  knew  what  to  do  for  a  few  minutes 
— ^whether  to  run  for  it  by  the  back-door,  or  to  yield  to  their 
fate.  They  soon  recovered  from  their  bewildennent,  and 
did  their  best  to  satisfy  our  hunger,  by  boiling  and  steaming 
whatever  could  be  found  in  the  caldrons  and  stewpans  that 
stood  in  the  brick  furnaces  in  the  middle  of  the  lono:  room. 


PLOUGHING    BY   HA?sD. 


Our  small  quarter  in  a  miniature  quadrangle  of  the  plac<; 
was  not  to  be  dospisecl,  for  tlie  wo<:>dwork  was  clenn  and  new, 
the  ^vindow^  was  as  wide  ms  one  t^ide  of  thL*  aiwirtment,  and 
the  *kang'  on  which  it  looked  was  covered  mth  fre.shlj 
woven  reed  matting.  Besides,  them  was  the  seabix?eze^ 
henlthful  and  stronji^theuing,  smelling  strongly  of  iodine,  salt^ 
l)mmijie,  and  those  otlier  cheinieal  tJements  that  impiu't  such 
a  bitter  and  brackish  taste  to  the  air  wdiieh  was  rolling  in 
delieiuus  zephyrs  about  us,  making  amends  for  the  bad  water 
they  gave  us  to  drink. 

A  travelling  breakfast,  liaJf-an-hour's  winks,  with  no  one 
to  roui^e  Ui^j  and  we  wei'e  in  the  saddle  again,  greatly  to  the 
dis«pjK>intment  of  the  poor  people,  who  had  deserted  their 
homes  and  oecui>ations  for  a  peep;  and  scarcely  got  the 
opportmiity  beibre  we  were*  out  of  theii'  sight. 

The  barren  land  ^vas  got  rid  of;  trees,  and  gai^dens^  and 
houses  lined  the  road  j  Mnd  for  the  first  and  only  time,  in  the 
light  soil  of  a  field  of  maisse,  we  saw  the  plough — that 
primitive  wooden  implement  of  Chinese  husbandry,  con- 
structed  by  the  traditional  Shin-nong,  the  second  Chinese 
emperor,  some  two  and  a  half  tltousand  yeai's  before  the 
Christian  era — and  probably  as  simple  and  i*nde  as  he  left  it 
— with  the  beam  and  single  handle  or  shafts  the  wooden 
share,  and  the  narrow,  nearly  horizontal  light  imn  coulter, 
that  performs  the  functions  of  a  mould  as  well  as  making  a 
scmtchy  furiTJW  but  a  few  inches  deep.  It  was  drawn  by  a 
man  at  the  end  of  the  beam,  the  ploughnum  putting  his 
shoulder  to  the  perpendicukr  bur  placed  for  that  puqiose^ 
besides  guiding  the  direction  of  the  machine*  Surely  this  is 
the  rever>^e  of  ploughing  hj  sttmm,^ — the  very  earliest  effort  of 
the  human  mind  to  abridge  Agnirian  toiL 

We  were  about  seven  or  eight  miles  from  the  hills,  which 
now  began  to  circle  round  l>efoix*  us,  as  if  making  towards 
the  coast  instead  of  proceeding  parallel  to  it-  Shan-hai 
Kwan,  the  town  or  foit  iii  or  at  the  Gi^eat  Wall,  was  only 
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ax  miles  off',  we  were  told,  and  yet  we  could  distinguish 
nothing  of  the  world-femed  barrier  whose  wonders  have  been 
sounded  for  centuries  in  the  West ;  though,  full  of  expectancy 
and  eagerness,  our  eyes  were  strained  to  the  very  utmost  in 
scanning  the  mountain-tops  and  sides,  each  of  us  fully  bent 
on  obtaining  the  first  view. 

Not  a  peak,  pinnacle,  or  point  presented  the  slightest 
hopes  of  being  capable  of  transfonnation,  by  the  most  ardent 
observer  or  searcher,  into  a  tower ;  and  not  a  rift.,  an  exposed 
line  of  granite,  or  natural  escarpment  on  their  sides  could 
honestly  be  pronounced  a  wall  built  by  the  hands  of  man. 
Were  we  mistaken  ?  had  we  come  the  wrong  way  ?  or,  did 
the  structure  exist  at  all  here  ?  I  felt  inclined  to  ask,  as  we 
were  passing  through  a  village,  and  just  clearmg  a  clump  of 
trees  that  grew  ncai'  the  ^'illage  sanctuary.  Another  look  in 
firont  made  me  aware  of  a  long  steep  ridge  ascending  fi'om 
llie  plain  to  the  higher  acclivities,  and,  near  its  upper  edge, 
what  might  have  been  a  long  twisted  streak  in  the  side  of  a 
sandstone  hill,  otherwise  covered  with  dark  vegetation.  It 
looked  tolei-ably  like  the  stone  fences  one  often  sees  on  hill- 
tops and  sides  in  the  highlands  of  Scotland  or  England,  for 
dividing  lands  or  enclosing  cattle  or  sheep.  Could  this  be 
the  object  so  imxiously  looked  forward  to  ?  We  were 
dubious,  in  truth  somewhat  desponding.  Suddenly,  on  the 
border  of  the  ridge,  in  clear  relief  against  the  intensely 
blue  sky,  a  little  square  tower  started  out  from  the  dark-gi'ey 
background  of  granite,  as  if  it  had  been  a  sentry-box  for 
some  lonely  watcher  on  the  heights  ;  then  another  shred  of 
brown  line  crept  up  to  meet  it,  and  doA\Ti  to  join  tlie  piece 
we  had  first  seen,  and  this  curved  gently  towards  the  lower 
•  earth,  hiding  itself  at  la.st  behind  the  trees  and  liouses  that 
intervened. 

There  could  be  no  hesitation  now  in  consoling  ourselves 
for  the  suspense  we  had  endured.  The  old  frontier  of  Serica 
had  been  gained,  and  its  ancient  line   of  demarcation  and 
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defciice  —  It  mighty  work  of  human  mdiistiy  —  stood  above 
us  witli  itB  twenty  centuries  of  byegone  yeare  lying  ap- 
parently lightly  n\Km  it,  as  it  mounted  with  unbTOken  and 
flexible  outline  the  iiTegular  ascent.  It  was  impossible  to 
resist  the  enthusiastic  impulses  that  gathered  thickly  in  ray 
breast.  To  meet  my  old  and  genial  friend,  the  sea,  once 
more^  and  to  make  the  acquaintanceship  of  one  of  the 
world's  gi'eatest  and,  perhaps,  most  distimt  wonders  all  in 
one  daj^,  was  n  compensation  I  could  never  have  ajitici[>ated 
a  week  si  go,  M \vas  not  behind  in  submitting  to  the  bliss- 
ful iigitation  of  mind  insepai-able  from  such  an  occasion : — 

•*  Joy  lifti!  the  like  conception  in  our  eyes, 
And,  nt  that  msUnt^  like  a  bal>e  Bjirung  up** 

Another  large  villiige  was  entered,  with  a  veiy  wide  level 
TOH^l  passing  through  ;  and  the  houses,  good  sized  imd  of 
brickj  were  standing  on  banks  on  eai^h  side*  The  inmates^ 
male  and  female,  were  sitting  luider  the  trees  or  at  their 
dooi^s  smokhig  the  aftcnioon  ctiljunut,  which  they  hastily 
dropped  to  run  to  the  ncsii'est  and  most  convenient  spots 
where  they  might  stare  at  us,  calling  loudly  to  those  mthin 
to  hurrv  out  and  look  nt  the  stran^xe  men.  Of  course,  un- 
controllable  curio.sity  was  the  predominant  cliamcteristic  of 
all  their  sfiyings  and  doings.  Exclamations  and  low  wldsper- 
ings  of  astouislnnent  were  in  every  corner.  All  %vas  w^n- 
deiful  aliout  us  ;  all  was  incomprehensible  on  which  they 
rested  their  vision. 

In  common  courtesy  we  were  l)0und  to  indulge  themj  and 
Avere  pleased  to  oljscrvc  thrit  the  ladies  stood  the  test  of  our 
approach  with  the  greatest  nonchcdanee^  sometimes  merging 
into  good-natured  nods  and  bland  smiles  from  their  not  at  all 
disagreeable  little  faces.  Those  who  had  been  rather  slow 
or  late  in  coming  out  niad(^  the  most  niarvellous  attempts  to 
overtake  our  party  with  tlieir  Pandean  ieet, 

0   those   village   urchins!    those    breeched,    tailed,    and 
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jacketed  sprouts  of  manhood,  figments  of  hutnaaity,  molecules 
of  mischief  and  uproarious  riot^  whose  smallest  ration  of 
existence  seemed  tainted  with  the  hirgest  adulteration  of 
jocular  precocil-y  and  playful  annoyaucol  They  buzzed  about 
us  like  hives  of  bees,  tiring  us  out  a  tliousaiid  times  more  by 
their  imixjrtnnitieSj  renuirkSj  shouts,  and  l>odiIy  obstructions 
than  all  our  other  ordeals  of  travel.  They  wei^  the  firat  to 
notice  and  attack  us,  the  nimblest  to  follow  on  our  track,  to 
outrank  us,  to  form  a  howhjig  vanguard  as  we  entered  a 
town,  and  a  yelling  rearguard  when  rputting  it;  and  were  in 
lull  force  here,  Wliat  aggravated  the  case,  the  old  aod  adult 
populatii>n  were  certain  to  lend  them  their  countenance  and 
applause,  when  they  made  any  laughable  remarks. 

We  lx*re  it  all  with  the  fortitude  of  martyrs,  not  quite 
o])Hvious  to  the  fact  that  we  wei^  once  young  oui'selves,  and 
would  have  madly  t;ntered  the  ninks  of  any  mob  to  hoot 
and  crv^,  did  two  North  American  Indians  chance  to  patrole 
the  streets  of  our  boyhood's  city  in  their  war  paint ;  but  we 
made  a  point  of  never  encoumging  them  in  their  hobgob- 
Hnish  freaks  by  speaking  or  sharing  in  their  merriment. 
Nevertheless,  the  most  austere  individual  must  have  shaken 
the  reefs  out  of  his  sides  with  mirth,  had  he  heard  the  rinji- 
ing  peals  of  derisive  laughter  that  broke  out  from  these 
small  fry,  re-echoed  by  the  parents  on  the  banks,  wheA 
I  removed  my  turlmn  to  dry  the  perspiration,  that  never 
ceased  rolling  down  forehead  and  face.  One  of  the  ring^ 
leaders  caught  a  sight  of  my  short-cropped  hair,  and  bawled 
outn,  in  his  most  huiuorous  vein — '  Look!  look,  ha,  ha!  The 
funny  stranger  ha.s  got  no  tail,  he  has  got  no  tail ! '  and  he 
tumbled  and  jumped  like  a  mad  elf. 

About  a  mile  beyond  this  hornet's  nest  we  met  a  fair 
damsel,  astride  uix^n  a  donkey,  led  by  a  youth  about  twelve 
years  of  age  who  miglit  either  be  son  or  bix)tlier  to  the  gentle 
creature.  She  was  masked  by  the  disgusting  paint  tliat 
glares  out  eveiy where  on  the  faces  of  these  women,  though 
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their  necks  may  have  been  innocent  of  water  for  months,  and 
m  filthy  as  a  beggar's.  There  was  a  most  imposing  get-up 
of  the  hail*,  in  another  style  to  any  we  had  seen  ;  a  round 
ball  on  the  top^  shoe-horn  behind,  and  wings  on  each  side, 
with  long  silver  transverse  skewers  sticking  out  about  a  foot 
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fi'om  her  head,  and  terminated  hy  a  button  of  red  silk,  and 
one  or  two  little  pennons  waving  behind.  Enclosed  in  the 
capacious  blue  silk  pelisse,  no  more  of  her  could  be  seen  than 
the  lower  part  of  her  pink  trousers,  and  the  stumpy  em- 
broidered shoes,  scarcely  toucliing  the  stirrups. 

The  path  was  not  a  wide  one,  so  we  had  to  draw  near  each 
other  in  order  to  pass ;  but  she  never  gave  any  external 
token  of  alarm,  and  faced  us  with  an  unmoved  countenance, 
which  she  maintained  until  we  had  passed,  though  her  sloe- 
black  eyes,^-dull  beads  compared  to  those  at  Lanchow, — ^were 
skimming  busily  over  us  the  whole  time.  A  very  exagge- 
rated specimen  of  the  masculine  gender,  who  may  have  been 
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husband  or  cicisbeo  to  the  smooth-featured  equestrian, 
walked  aftf  r  her  with  a  ponderous  lance,  and  looked  rather 
jealous  when  we  turned  round  to  see  how  this  mixture  of 
filth  and  finery  appeared  from  behind. 

The  liighway  widened  suddenly  into  a  level  plain  covered 
with  broken  st^^nes  and  |>ebbles  to  a  very  incouvenieut 
degree^  and  with  but  few  houses  to  mar  the  view  for  two  or 
tlu-ee  miles.  On  this  the  public  road  from  Peking  through 
YuBg-ping  opened  to  our  left,  and  to  our  front  we  beheld 
what  seemed  an  immense  battlemented  wall  stretching  from 
^lat  on  the  ele^'ated  ground  far  away  towards  the  sea,  with 
nbnie  four  tow*ers  quite  new,  the  middle  as  massive  looking 
ami  standing  nearly  as  high  and  grand  as  those  of  Peking, 
A  little  farther  on,  and  we  came  to  an  inn  on  somewhat  of  a 
grand  scale^  into  the  courtyard  of  which  our  gyp  led  the  way. 
The  small  nx»ms  on  two  sides  of  the  quadrangle  were 
externally  clean  and  tidy,  and  the  open  doors  wem  furnished 
with  cane  screens,  that  gave  one  a  promise  of  fresh  air  and  a 
cool  bedroom.  The  yard  itself  was  not  very  sweet  in  its 
trodden  and  unswept  surface,  but  the  numberless  wooden 
troughs  that  almost  tilled  it  showed  that  it  had  often  many 
occupants. 

The  landloi^  came  out  and  civilly  saluted  us,  and  Ma-foo 
had  even  gone  so  fiar  as  to  engage  a  room  for  our  reception, 
when  we  were  told  that  the  town  at  the  Wall  was  still  four 
miles  a-head  ;  and  as  we  considered  it  expedient  to  spend  as 
much  of  our  limited  time  as  could  be  spared  nearer  that 
structure^  we  could  not  stay  here,  so  thanked  the  disappointed 
proprietor  for  liis  politeness,  and  left.  Afterwards,  we  re- 
gretted that  we  had  not  remained. 

Our  approacth  to  the  square  bastions  indicated  the  town  of 
Shan -hai-K wan.  On  the  new  map  of  the  north-east  provinces 
of  China  this  town  is  named  Ning-hai,  but  here  it  was  only 
known  by  this  name*  We  were  much  retarded  by  loose 
stones,  and  sunset  %vas  drawing  near;  after  which  we  knew 
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that  all  communication  with  the  place  would  be  suspended  by 
the  closing  of  the  gates. 

On  an  upland  near  the  foot  of  the  hills,  in  the  enclosui^e  of 
an  earthen  bank,  was  a  vacant  cam])  of  about  a  mile  in  length, 
composed  of  huts  in  rows  and  blocks,  not  unlike  those  of  ^ 
Aldcrshot,  but  perhaps  more  comfortable,  because  built  of  | 
stone  and  mud.  The  strange  feature  of  this  plain  was  it5 
stillness*  Scarcely  a  creatui*e  was  to  be  seen  stirring  for  miles 
around,  and  there  was  this  large  and  important  city  close 
by,  as  hushed  and  lifeless  without  its  gates  as  if  the  j^eople 
]iad  all  been  dead,  or  hunted  away  by  some  feiirful  plague. 
There  was  the  waE  of  ages,  too,  looking  as  old-fashioued, 
dreary,  and  obsolete  as  if  it  was  standing  ruinous  in  the  Talley  ■ 
of  McEiopotatnia,  sole  witness  of  the  old  world  that  had  passed 
from  before  it  like  a  shadow.  Confronted  by  this  venerable 
edifice  in  such  a  lonesome  situation,  it  was  impossible  not  to 
feel  a  tiunult  of  indescribable  sensations  crowding  in  one's 
mind  as  we  slowly  approached  its  antiquated  precincts,  and  I 
made  a  profound  salaam  to  a  monument  that  had  survived 
the  troubles  and  turmoils  of  barbarism  and  primeval  civili- 
^tion,  the  rattling  stonns  and  tempests,  arctic  and  antarctic 
extremes  of  temperature,  changes  of  dynasties,  and  tlie  ever 
transforming  and  demolishing  fingers  of  Time, 

We  encountered  nothing,  with  the  exception  of  a  i*ow  of 
open-fi'onted  houses  like  inns,  and  a  temple  in  ruins  that 
stood  in  the  way,  and  was  inhabited  by  a  single  priest,  ragged 
and  dirty  as  any  mendicant,  of  whom  we  enquii^ed  the  easiest 
road  to  the  gate.  About  sunset  we  crossed  a  fordable 
stream,  the  SInh-h6,  or  Stony  river,  on  whose  banks  lay  some 
rotting  flats,  deprived  of  occupation  by  the  shallowness  and 
rocky  nature  of  the  noisy  foaming  torrent.  We  wei^  than 
close  to  a  newly -mised  plaster- work  intended  for  defence,  and 
spreading  out  in  a  wide  semicircle  to  the  city  waU-  Creeping 
through  the  constricted  wooden  gateway,  we  were  once  more 
launched  hito  the  Augean  streets  of  a  foul  suburb,  through 
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which  we  waded  and  sprawled,  until  JI.,  who  was  riding 
the  freshest  pony,  apprehensive  of  the  gates  being  closed, 
hurried  on  in  front  with  Ma-foo  as  interpreter,  leavmg  me  to 
bring  on  the  half-foundered  cart  as  best  I  could,  and  run  the 
gauntlet  in  slow  time  of  hundreds  of  people,  who  assembled 
on  every  available  dry  spot  (they  were  scarce),  and  on  the 
roofs  of  the  houses,  to  look  at  the  fai'-travelled  stmngers. 

We  profited  by  the  exertions  of  a  waggish  Chinaman  in  a 
broad'leaved  straw  hat,  who  bestrode  a  jackass  that  was  en- 
dowed with  the  faculty  of  tossing  its  rider  over  its  eai*s  when- 
ever it  had  a  mind  to  get  rid  of  hini*  This  man,  by  his 
good  humour,  had  so  fhr  ingratiated  himself  into  our  groom*3 
favour  as  to  elicit  all  the  necessary  information  about  ua. 
We  soon  had  an  audience  increasing  in  numbers  like  a  pack 
of  jackalls  round  a  piece  of  carrion,  as  he  went  in  front 
ti'umpeting  out,  in  his  sonorous  voice,  '  Ta  ying-kwoh  H,' 
*  the  great  English  nation  comes  *- — a  most  unpardonable,  as  it 
was  a  most  arrant  exaggeration,  to  which,  however,  his 
hearers  did  not  subscribe  any  great  degree  of  credit  or  even 
attention,  so  wrapt  up  were  they  in  the  contemplation  of  the 
solitary  and  dusty  '  English  nation/  carried  on  the  back  of  a 
tired  pony  through  their  unmerciful  streets. 

Tlie  suburb  was  only  about  half  a  mile  in  width,  yet, 
before  I  had  got  lialf  way  through  it,  the  thomughfare  that 
looked  so  vacant  and  dull  but  a  few  mmutes  before,  was  a 
moving  causeway  of  animation  and  tumult*  Like  an  old 
Highland  pibroch  or  gathering,  the  movement  was  at  first 
slow  and  distinct.  A  family  would  start  out  from  a  door 
here,  anotlier  woidd  sally  out  from  a  door  there  ;  a  little 
shop  ejected  both  oymer  and  customers  ;  a  store  would  send 
forth  a  swarm  of  coolies,  proprietor,  and  proprietor's  sons- 
The  buxiZ  and  commotion  gi-adually  increased  as  the  move- 
ment quickened — doors  opened  everywhere — lanes  and  pas- 
sages vomited  crowds  of  crushing  individuals  ;  old  and  young 
hurry  on  faster  and  faster ;  decrepit  old  men,  with  a  degree 
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of  agility  which  must  be  not  only  imusual  but  unnatural  to 
their  physical  conditiou,  take  extmordinary  flying  leaps 
across  the  puddles  that  separate  them  from  us;  the  young 
and  middle-aged  mce  through  them  as  if  mad,  or  like  the 
swine  of  Gergesenes,  possessed  of  evil  spirits,  who  would 
eventually  drown  them  in  their  own  ditches. 
Away  they  tear,  their  tails  behuid, 

*  Like  BtreamerB  flying  in  the  wioiij* 

unheeding  alike  the  mud,  the  tumbles,  jostles,  and  tmmp* 
lings,  but  forcing,  squeezmg,  cnisliiiig,  and  urging  on  their 
way  in  the  most  ridiculous  and  outi'ageoua  manner,  as  the 
sounds  of  the  said  pibroch  when  it  has  gained  its  most  viva- 
cious prestissimo  of  commingling  notes.  Scouts  flew  in  ad- 
vanee,  like  bcarei^s  of  the  fiery  cmss,  who  roused  the  sober 
tenants  to  the  utmost  verge  of  wonderment  and  excitability 
by  their  inflamuig  tidings,  and  gave  tlie  crippled,  the  old  and 
young,  the  maids  and  matrons,  an  opprtunity  of  contributing 
to  the  press  and  clamom-,  and  the  pestilential  youngsters  full 
time  to  brace  themselves  for  the  row  and  riot-  So  much 
*  bobber)^,'  so  much  rusliing  to  and  fiT»,  perfectly  upset  me 
in  the  speedily -darkening  mclee^  in  which  I  was  struggling 
to  shake  myself  free  ;  and  had  not  the  city  gate  been  reached, 
and  had  I  not  perceived  M.  stiinding  tliere  to  guide  me 
through,  I  almost  think  I  shoidd  have  missed  the  way. 

Fortunately,  he  had  ainived  just  as  the  massive  leaves  of 
the  gate  were  being  closed,  and  contrived  to  get  them  kept 
open  tor  me ;  and  with  as  many  of  the  rout  and  raljble  as 
could  force  their  active  bodies  through,  I  passed  into  the 
town*  Under  such  circumstances,  to  examine  the  quality  or 
extent  of  the  place  might  well  be  put  at  the  head  of  a 
list  of  impossible  things.  Our  determination  to  overleap  tlie 
banks,  walls,  and  seas  of  heads^  and  obtani  as  much  infor- 
mation as  could  be  gained  m  a  four-miles-an-hour  [lace 
through  deviously  tracked  streets,  was  completely  baulked* 
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We  could  only  notice  that  the  western  gate,  by  which  we 
entered,  was  like  all  other  gates  of  Chinese  towns  we  have 
p^een  here,  m  being  double  — the  one  at  an  angle  to  the  other. 
This  was  done»  the  Tien-tsin  lower  oi'ders  say,  because, 
besides  being  nioix*  difficult  for  the  assault  of  a  temporal 
enemy^  this  disposition  of  the  enti'ances  affords  a  far  more 
safe  and  certain  pit)tection  from  tlie  wily  and  subtle  efforts 
of  the  fire-devil  to  effect  an  ingress,  as  his  course  is  so 
straight,  or  his  body  is  so  unwieldy,  that  the  sudden  bend 
frustrsites  liis  incendiary  projiensities  towards  the  interior 
economy  of  walled  cities,  as  witches  were  imagined  to  be 
unable  to  cross  a  running  stream  in  the  superstitious  days  of 
England  and  Scotland.  Thus  are  the  houses  guaranteed 
against  fire  by  an  insurance,  that^  to  say  the  least  of  it,  costs 
Utile  beyond  the  feitli  necessary  to  rely  on  its  efficacy. 

This  being  one  of  the  chief  entrances  to  the  '  Hill  Sea 
Barrier,'  as  the  title  of  the  town  implies,  as  well  as  one  of 
the  principal  points  of  exit  towards  Old  China  from  Mant- 
churia,  it  is  sti'ong  and  well  cai'ed  for,  being  in  height  and 
width  little  inferior  to  the  gates  of  the  Chinese  capital,  and 
ha  ring  on  its  summit  one  of  those  enormous  ark -like  struc- 
tures that  gives  them  such  a  massive  appearance,  with  tiers 
of  closely -set  embrasures  blocked  by  shutters  with  painted 
gun  muzzles  looking  out  on  the  passengers  below. 

The  outer  gate  faced  to  the  east,  and  a  wretchedly 
smashed-up  stone  pavement,  appai^ently  of  granite  slabs, 
filled  up  the  short  space  that  led  from  it  to  the  iimer  or 
western  one.  The  houses  and  shops  were  old-looking,  and 
all  single-storied,  and^  as  they  had  begun  to  light  up  for  the 
evening,  the  feeble  opaqueish  illuraination  rendered  by  stmy 
lanterns  of  paper,  horn,  or  oiled  silk,  only  made  their  ever- 
lastingly dusky  interiors  the  more  sombre  and  forbidding, 
and  lent  a  more  unfavoui'able  shade  to  what  must  be  at  best 
but  a  mediocre  Chinese  town.  The  streets  were  small  deltas 
thrown  up  by  Niles  whose  sources  were  not  difficult  to  trace, 
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and  which  wc?re  continually  ovei'flowing  their  bordera^  and 
leaving  de|>osits  of  organic  and  inorganic  matter  quite  incon- 
ceivable, in  a  nasal  sense^  out  of  China.  It  required  a  good 
bridle  handj  an  active  pair  of  heels,  and  some  severe  olftic- 
torj^  stifling,  to  wend  a  Eig^ag  course  that  was  at  all  bear- 
able ;  though  our  ponies  were  either  so  tired  or  so  attaclied 
to  the  gratefid  perfumes  as  to  incur  some  punishment,  rather 
than  forsake  these  luxuriiintly  balmy  prxils  of  their  native 
land. 

As  the  distance  from  the  gate  lengthened,  so  the  excite- 
ment strengthened:  the  place  was  in  a  furore  of  unalloyed 
curiosity,  of  such  a  fervent  quality  that  it  should  not  be  men- 
tioned in  tlie  same  breath  with  any  marks  of  that  feeling  we 
had  ever  before  witnessed-  It  Wiis  curiosity  untarnished 
and  unblemished  by  the  humblest  speck  of  surface  refinement 
or  shams  at  conceahnent,  that  made  the  surprised  citizens 
look  really  as  they  felt,  and  that  drove  them  to  little  acts 
unbecoming  such  a  sedate  people. 

We  used  to  think  that  M'Cine*s  description  of  ^Jobn 
Knox  is  come,'  in  his  Life  of  that  worthy,  was  the  best  pictuiT 
of  astonishment  and  doubt  we  had  read  anjntv^here  ;  and  we 
remembered  Shakespeare's  delineation  of  a  people  in  the 
same  state,  when  he  makes  one  of  his  chanK!ter9  declaim 
that — ^  There  was  speech  in  their  dumbness,  hinguage  in 
their  very  gesture  ;  they  looked,  as  they  had  heard  of  a  world 
I'ansomed,  or  one  destroyed  ;  a  notable  passion  of  wonder  ap- 
peared in  them  ;  but  the  wisest  beholder,  that  knew  no  more 
but  seeing,  could  not  say  if  the  importance  were  joy  or 
sorrow,' 

But  we  could  not  have  formed  a  proper  estimate  of  what 
a  reguhxr  panic  of  amazement  and  feverish  inquisitiveness 
was,  until  now.  Burgher  and  boy,  maid  and  matron,  were 
alike  infected.  Everything  was  neglected  for  tlie  time 
being  ;  the  entire  popuhition  seemed  to  have  gathered  about 
us,  and  knew  not  what  to  think  or  do,  except  rush  about 
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and  make  a  confused  din.  They  bore  no  resemblance  to  a 
people  gifted  with  the  slightest  modicum  of  what  we  gave 
them  credit  for  in  a  moderate  degree,  common  sense.  They 
acted 

*  Like  to  a  sort  of  steers, 
'Mongst  whom  some  beast  of  strange  and  foreign  guise 
Unawares  has  chanced,  far  straying  from  his  peers : 
So  did  their  ghastly  gaze  betray  their  hidden  fears.' 

•  By  the  time  we  had  reached  the  centre  of  the  city,  where 
stood  a  brick  tower  out  of  repair,  and  with  four  low  arches 
to  the  cardinal  points  of  the  compass,  through  which  mn  the 
four  main  streets,  each  of  them  more  slovenly  looking  than 
the  one  we  were  in,  the  thoroughfare  was  crammed  with  the 
crowd,  and  we  were  bothered  ])y  conflicting  reports  fixnn  a 
hundred  throats  as  to  the  whereabouts  of  the  best,  or  even 
any,  inn  at  which  we  might  put  up,  and  thus  escape  from  the 
jangling  concourse. 

Ma-foo  had  been  sent  to  discover  one  down  some  unfathom- 
able higgledypiggledy  lane,  and  we,  to  save  ourselves  fi'oni 
instant  *  squash,'  had  to  keep  moving  on,  until  we  nearly 
traversed  the  breadth  of  the  city, — which  might  be  a  half  or 
three-quarters  of  a  mile, — and  were  near  the  wall  on  the 
opposite  side  from  that  we  entered  by,  when  some  one  in 
the  crowd  called  out,  '  There  is  the  mandarin's  inn.'  Sure 
enough  there  was  the  gate  of  an  inn,  flanked  by  good-looking 
houses,  being  hurriedly  closed  on  our  approach,  and  barred 
within  by  somebody  whose  fears  made  him  very  clumsy  at 
the  job. 

Our  prospects  of  rest  for  the  night  were  desperate — and 
desperate  cases  require  desperate  remedies.  We  thought 
wistfully  of  the  comfortable  quarters  forsaken  a  few  miles 
oflF,  where  we  might  then  have  been  enjoying  the  very  few 
comforts  that  go  to  make  up  the  sum  total  of  a  Chinese  inn. 
But  no  time  was  to  be  lost  in  vain  regrets.  It  was  dark, 
and  the  to^vn  gates  before  and  behind  were  shut  and  bolted, 
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and  nothing  would  cause  them  to  be  opened  again  l>efore 
daybreak  next  morning.  This  was  the  only  house  of  rt*fugc 
for  us,  and  it  must  be  undauntedly  tried. 

Mv  rode  up  to  the  doors,  which  the  trembling  hands  of 
the  cmven  mortal  I)ehind  had  not  yet  fastened ;  and  first 
knocking,  then  inserting  the  end  of  his  riding-whip  between 
their  gaping  edges^  ivith  a  gentle  push  it  opened,  and  we 
i-ode  in  amid  the  crush  of  people  who  thronged  around  us, 
and  who  were  deaf  to  all  entreaties  or  commands  of  ours  to 
stay  behind-  Seeing  the  necessity  of  clearing  them  out 
again^  and  keeping  them  out,  I  rode  up  to  a  teri\>r*s  trick  en 
pei'son  who  I  thought  was  the  brave  Homtius,  the  keej>er  of 
the  gate,  and  cfdled  to  him  to  close  it  quickly  and  send 
away  the  crowd.  He  gave  me  one  look— only  one — of  the 
in  tensest  horror  and  dismay  I  ever  saw  depicted  on  tlie  coun- 
tenance of  man,  and  fled  as  if  pursued  for  his  life,  turning 
neither  to  the  right  nor  left  until  he  had  reached  the  top  of  the 
courtyard,  where  he  jumped  at  a  bound  a  flight  of  four  or  five 
steps,  and  disappeared,  like  a  harlequin^  through  the  doorway 
of  a  little  building.  Thither  we  were  bound  to  follow  him, 
as  the  ordy  means  of  settling  the  question  as  to  whether 
accommodation  was  to  be  given  us  in  this  establishment  or 
not,  or  where  we  were  to  go  for  the  night. 

Accordingly  dismounting,  and  making  Strang  demonstra- 
tions to  the  foremost  of  the  multitude  with  whips  and  fists, 
we  struggled  into  what  did  not  give  us  the  idea  of  being  either 
inn,  shop,  office,  or  private  dwelling-house,  but  a  lively  mix- 
ture or  combination  of  all  four.  One  room,  partially  lighted 
up  by  a  large  square  glass  lantern,  profusely  covered  with 
painted  flowers  and  birds  that  looked  particularly  unhealthy 
and  hectic  above  the  weak  glow  of  the  flickering  tallow  dips 
within,  contained  a  counter  on  the  right  with  a  long  form  in 
front  of  it-  Before  us  was  another  counter  or  table,  behind 
which,  in  the  farthest  comer  of  the  room,   sat  a  dumpy, 
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excessively  nervous-looking  little  man,  with  a  very  round 
e,  a  very  globular  head,  and  a  very  flat  physiognomy, 
twirling  his  thumbs  in  a  fi'enzy  of  agitation  and  dread,  and 
wearing  such  a  profoundly  comical  expression  <jf  seriousness 
about  his  puffy  little  eyes  and  superboiled  dumpling  coim- 
tenance — lie  might  have  been  sitting  for  a  portmit  of  Mr, 
Pickwick  in  one  of  his  dilemmas — that,  if  it  had  been  to 
save  the  night's  lodging,  we  could  not  forbeai'  laughing 
artily. 

Above  his  head  was  the  household  tablet  in  the  form  of  a 
small  temple,  with  a  glass  front,  in  which  dwelt  the  little 
idol — a  model  to  the  life  of  the  distressed  mortal  Leluw — 
before  whom  glimmered  and  smoked  a  few  attenuated  cinna- 
lon-coloured  incense-sticks.    To  the  left  was  a  small  room,  so 
ell  supplied  with  lamp  and  candles,  that  everj^  nook  and  niche 
seen  to  be  covered  and  clothed  and  filled  with  all  sorts 
d   conditions  of  books  and  papei^s,  which  for  length  aud 
size    looked    omiiiou?*Iy    like    hotel-keepers'    bills,    with    the 
I     leading   chamcteristics   of  which   we   had  already  become 

sufficiently  fiimiliar, 
^h  In  this  place,  guarded  as  it  was  from  that  we  were  in  by  a 
^Hw  half  door,  the  majority  of  the  dwellers  had  taken  refuge 
^^— inhived  themselves  in  the  innermost  crannies,  and  behind 
j  tables,  stools,  and  chairs^  hiding  their  heads  as  if  from 
[  damage  or  sudden  death.  Such  a  set  of  fools  the  world 
^■aver  before  produced: 

'  We  stood  in  the  middle  of  the  floor  near  to  a  large  brass 
bmzier^  with  a  charcoal  fire  striving  to  burn  itself  out  of  our 
preisenee,  below  an  assemblage  of  kettles,  pots,  and  other 
tea- making  apparatus,  wondering  how  long  this  shock  was  to 
last,  and  unable  to  make  any  breach  in  the  absurdity  of  the 
chicken-hearted  bumpkins,  who  seemed  not  to  hear  a  word 
addressed  to  them  by  us.  Our  minds  were  made  up  to  stay 
til  they  either  complied  with  our  wishes,  or  made  them- 
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selves  complaisant  enougli  to  direct  us  elsewhere*  so  we 
quietly  and  coolly  seated  ourselves  on  the  form  until  Ma-foo 
should  return  from  his  search. 

Not  many  minutes  elapsed  before  he  did  show  himself, 
and  apprised  us  that  there  was  no  other  inn  in  the  toifvn  (  ?), 
and  he  did  not  know  what  we  were  to  do.  He  was  told  to 
enquire,  once  tor  all,  If  the  people  of  this  house  would  oblige 
us  by  letting  us  have  a  room  and  forage  for  our  ponies  on 
payment,  and  to  inform  them  that  we  were  travellers,  and 
not  mid  beasts  or  savages  at  large.  On  hearing  M.  talk  in 
this  strain  to  their  countrymen,  the  cmvens  picked  up  a  few 
grains  of  courage,  and  risked  themselves  in  an  upnght 
postum  behind  their  respective  bulwarks,  though  their  fid- 
gety movements  betmyed  the  uneaainess  they  felt  at  heart 
when  we  looked  at  them. 

Ma-foo  advanced  to  my  acquaintance,  whose  pigmy 
features  had  undergone  a  change  from  the  workings  of  the 
diUited  dregs  of  evanescent  spirits  he  had  managed  to  retain 
in  their  small  abode,  and  enquired  as  he  w  as  bid.  The  little 
man,  who,  we  surmised,  was  the  landlord,  screwed  his  lips 
into  a  purse  mouth,  elevated  his  scrubby  eyebrows  until 
they  almost  ran  foul  of  the  blue  shaven  crown,  and  bringing 
out  his  body — so  nicely  swaddled  and  swathed-up  in  the 
softest  and  wliitest  of  cottons,  and  his  answer  at  the  same 
time,  leant  on  the  table  with  his  plump  childish  paws  to  give 
dignity  and  force  to  his  sentiments,  which  were  compressed 
into  a  stem  '  mae-yo,'  and  seemed  resolved  to  adhere  to 
liis  nepfative  decision,  so  long  as  his  adherents  and  supporters^ 
showed  front,  and  no  injury  was  done  to  his  rotund  carciise. 

Our  groom  remonstrated  and  argued;  little  pig-tail  was 
unmercifully  obstinate,  and  growing  quite  imperious!  Every 
word  was  echoed  in  the  courtyai^  by  the  fagging  niob^  now 
so  surcharged  with  presuming  boldness  and  unbearable  in- 
quisitiveness,  arismg  from  the  position  assumed  by  their 
compatriot  within,  as  to  enter  the  house  and  gather  round  us 
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vnth  the  gi-eatest  audacity  and  brusqueness,  until  we  were 
atmost  suffocated- 

When  M,  requested  them  to  leave,  and  not  obstruct  the 
entrance  ol*  the  aii'  we  so  much  required,  they  l>egan  to  kugb 
and  giggle,  and  showed  no  disi)osition  to  move,  except  larther 
into  tlie  room.  Their  estetin  or  awe^  it  was  plain,  had 
vardi^hed,  and  we  were  to  be  the  subjects  of  their  mirth  and 
ridicule,  unless  these  were  to  be  restored  to  them  again  by 
the  sole  measure  at  our  disposal.  Respect  us  they  must, 
and  that  attribute,  in  tlic  words  of  Greville,  *  is  better  pro- 
cured by  exacting  than  soliciting  it.' 

A  charge  is  made  among  them  with  a  riding-whip,  and, 
without  a  blow  being  inflicted  on  their  backs,  they  flee  us 
would  a  crowd  at  a  fail*,  did  a  lion  or  a  tiger  eseai>e  from  its 
den  and  spiing  among  the  horrified  spectators. 

But  thh  suspended  all  diplomatic  correspondence  between 
our  zealous  representative  and  the  head  of  the  house.  Little 
man  and  nearly  idl  the  otliers  look  aghast  and  relapse  into 
their  abject  terror  again.  One  droll  old  fellow  we  had  not 
noticed  betbre^  with  an  orbicular  laughing  liice,  a  piir  of  keen 
glancing  eyes,  and  a  large  balloon  paunch,  gets  himself  on  the 
other  side  of  the  counter  a  go<3d  way  off',  and  grins  and  chuckles 
the  whole  evening,  as  if  he  saw  something  very  funny  ui  our 
perplexing  situation,  or  in  the  terror  and  drivelling  of  his 
co-mates* 

In  a  few  minutes  our  host  stealthily  beckons  over,  and  is 
seen  whispering  to,  a  long,  bow-legged  Chinese,  who  is 
dressed  in  white  with  large  dark  brown  thigh-reaching 
gaiters,  and  this  party  moves  quietly  towards  the  door, 
keeping  the  hot  brazier  between  himself  and  our  side  of  the 
room.  At  another  signal  a  domestic  comes  out  of  his  lurking- 
place  and  proceeds  to  give  us  tea  from  one  of  the  kettle^^, 
fur  which  we  try  to  feel  gmteful,  though  we  know  it  is  given 
only  to  keep  us  in  play  until  something  timis  up,  as  we 
would  have  baited  and  fed  a  wild  beast  until  a  servant  had 
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time  to  bring  us  ii  gun  for  its  destruction.  The  git)oin  is 
sent  oiF  once  more  on  a  survey  for  a  liouse  of  any  sort  that 
will  admit  us  for  a  few  hours. 

In  tlie  meantime  a  miindaiTii's  clerk  or  lie  tor,  a  strong 
bouncing  fellow  witli  a  good  deaLof  false  authority  hanging 
stiffly  about  his  thick  neck  and  wide  shoulders,  comes  in,  and 
after  a  small  confabulation  Avith  his  unserene  majesty,  begins 
to  reason  with  us,  telling  what  we  are  sorry  to  believe  to  be  a 
small  narmtive  of  fibs  and  crammei^s  about  the  want  of  I'oonij 
every  place  occupied,  and  the  impossibiUty  of  giving  us 
any  a^ssisi^tance. 

For  the  first  time  since  leaving  we  must  have  recourse  to 
our  passports,  and  demand  as  a  right  that  aid  which  they 
refused*  The  papers  were  produced,  and  evidently  surprised 
the  whole  of  the  inmates^  who  tlu»nged  roimd  to  read  them. 
The  liig  man  s*hiikes  his  head^  and  tlie  othci's  I'ctire  unmoved. 
I  wonder  wliat  they  thouglit  ! 

Ma-foo  comes  back  again  with  the  same  old  stoiy  and  the 
same  old  re|>ulsive  expression  about  his  features  that  they 
wore  whenever  he  was  unfortunate. 

Almost  at  the  same  time  a  great  bustle  was  heai'd 
outside ;  a  lot  of  people  rushed  in,  and  as  quickly  rushed 
out.  One  of  us  got  up  and  looked  at  them :  there  was 
a  good  deal  of  confusion  and  shouting  and  rumbling; 
all  in  the  room,  ourselves  among  the  number,  looked  as  if 
they  expected  something  wonderfuL  At  last,  relief  came^ — 
the  mountain  brought  forth,  not  a  mouse,  but  a  mandarin — 
a  tall,  bony  appu'ition  of  a  man,  in  a  long  white  robcj  that  lay 
on  his  beefless  framework  like  a  winding  sheet,  with  deep- 
set  eyes  in  a  Dante-shaped  head,  and  an  aquiline  nose,  long, 
thin,  aiid  mther  hooked,  above  a  scanty  moustache  of  about 
a  dozen  lengthy  black  hairs  on  each  side  that  grew  fixnn  the 
narrow  upper  lip  of  a  large  mouth.  His  face  was  so 
European^  and  so  unlike  the  general  run  of  Chinese  faces, 
that,  in  tlie  middle  of  the  sensation  created  by  his  eiiti'ancei  I 
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could  scarcely  take  my  eyes  fi*om  it.  He  was  also  pale  and 
thoughtful-looking,  I  imagined^  as  he  walked  in  mth  an  easy 
dignified  air,  carrying  a  tan,  wliich  the  sultriness  of  the  night 
caused  him  to  use  vigorously,  in  a  long  skeleton  hand,  the 
thumb  of  wliieh  was  encircled  by  a  wide  heavy  ring  of 
greenish -white  jade  stone. 


J^ 


This  official  was  accomimnied  by  a  small  army — a  perfect 
pome  comiiatus  of  I'ctainers  and  ragamuffins,  bearing  huge 
lanterns  of  oiled  paper  covered  with  mystic  characters,  and 
wearing  conical  straw  hats  to  distinguish  them  fmm  their 
scampish    brethren    outside.     They   also   strode  in    with   a 
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freedom  and  a  mock  military  beanng,  that  would  at  other 
times  have  excited  our  risibility-     But  this  was  no  niomat 
to  indulge  iii  humour.     All  the  Chinese  in  the  esttiljlishmeiil 
rise  to  their  fri't,  look  profound^  and  salute  tJie  gii-at  mmhj 
joined  hands  in  front,  which  he  returns,  then  give*^  UB^m 
passant^  several  jerks  of  his  ahnost  fleshless  head  and  uedr, 
and  with  such  violence  that  we  fear  the  osseous  structure 
^vill  snap  and  tumble   the   skull   at  our  feet»     He  at  once 
enters  into  business  with  the  little  host,  who  is  now  himM^lf 
again,   and   is   very   active   in   lielping  the   big  leaii  mm 
to  a  cup  of  scalding  tea;  nil   the  others  join  in  the  conver- 
sation unasked*     The  lictor  has  got  rid  of  k  good  qtmritit)' 
of  the  pompous  display  he  made  before  the  arrivu!  of  his 
superior^  and  now  speaks  in  a  servile  tone:  several  ycmiig 
dandies,  evidently  swells  and  men  about  town,  eonie  skippiiig 
in  noiselessly  in  their  white-soled  shoes,  with  dazzling  white 
socks  forming  a  distinct  stratum  between  the  black  npj*ers 
of  the  shoes  and  the  bottoms  of  their  blue  or  brown  ^Ik 
bandage-tied  leggings,  and  white  silken  coats.     Theu'ciueues 
ai'e  faultlessly  plaited,  and  with  the  long  embmided  plaits  of  | 
black   silk  cord  that  form   a  tassel  at  the  end,  are  almost 
sweeping   the  gi^und.     Everything  al>out  theni   bean  the 
impress  of  dollish ness  and  affectation  as  they  swagger^  strut, 
or  skip  up   to  where  the  mandarin   sits,  make  a  deep  but 
somewhat  offhand  bow  to  that  personage  and  to  the  eldere 
of  the  party,  and  then,  mth  a  good  amount  of  levity^  betake 
themselves  to  the  office,  from  whence  they  can  dmwl  or  Hap^ 
if  theii'  dand\ism  carries  them  so  far  into  ei\ilisation,  audi 
have  a  satis?factoiy  look  at  us;  the  jal>bering  members  of  the! 
congregation  outside,  meanwhile,  making  tenfi  jld  more  nuia 
than  they  had  yet  done,  and  striving   to  press   themselvc 
through  the  heterogeneous  body-guard  of  the  '  Ta-3riii-' 

"VVe  had  read  in  a  translation  of  an  old  Chinese  record 
amusing  account,  winch  we  then  thought  a  burlesque  o| 
satire,  of  the  first  appearance  in  modern  times  of  Euro|>eai 


tnS^ACCOUNTABLE  CUKTOSITY. 


ms 


in  the  *  Empire  of  the  Centre/  in  which  it  was  stated 
that— 

•^  '  During  the  reign  of  Ching-ti  (1506)^  foreigners  from  the 
We^t,  called  Fa-Lui-ki,  or  Franks,  who  said  they  had  tribute, 
abruptly  entered  the  Bogue,*  and,  by  their  tremendously  loud 
guns,  shook  the  place  far  and  near.  This  was  reported  at 
Court,  and  an  order  returned  to  drive  them  away  immediately, 
and  stop  the  trade.  At  about  this  time  also,  the  Hollanders, 
who  in  ancient  times  inhabited  a  wild  territory,  and  had  no 
intercourse  with  Chinaj  came  to  Macao  in  two  or  three  large 
ships.  Their  clothes  and  theii*  hair  were  red^  their  bodies 
tall;  they  had  blue  eyes  deep  sunk  in  their  heads.  Their 
feet  were  one  cubit  and  two-tenths  long,  and  they  frightened 
the  people  by  their  strange  appearance/ 

But  that  was  a  long  time  ago ;  and  the  Chinese,  in  every 
part  of  China,  ought  to  have  becoine  tolerably  fanuliar  with 
the  likenesses  and  characters  of  the  various  nations  who  had 
tiaded,  and  fought,  and  travelled  among  them  since  then. 

Even  of  Lord  Macartney's  visit,  the  chronicler  used  mild 
language  when  he  said  that,  ■  in  the  fifty-eighth  year  of 
Kien-lung,  the  English,  from  the  north  west  extremity  of  the 
world,  and  who  from  ancient  times  to  the  present  had  never 
reached  the  Middle  Land,  passed  over  an  immense  ocean,  and 
came  to  the  Court  of  the  Universal  Sovereign/ 

Here  we  were  within  two  hundred  mUes  of  that  Court, 
and  yet  were  looked  upon  with  as  much  amazement,  curiosity, 
and  terror,  as  if  we  had  been  the  primal  Dutchmen  or  Franks 
who  gave  them  such  an  outmgeous  opinion  of  Hesperians  in 
general  by  their  loud  guns  and  outrd  figures.  Our  hair  was 
neither  red,  nor  our  eyes  blue ;  our  noses  might  be  a  little 
longer  than  theirs,  but  were  not  so  odd  as  tlxe  hawk-beak  of 
that  mandarin  who  sat  discussing  our  fate  with  so  much 
gravity.     The  garb  we  wor6  might  be  dusty  and  weather- 
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stained^  but  it  was  not  a  flaming  md;  and  our  Ijoots,  in 
which  we  did  not  stand  very  tall,  though  of  a  strange 
material,  did  not  come  quite  up  to  the  cubit  mid  two-tenths 
in  length  of  foot.  So,  what  in  the  name  of  wonder  did  they 
behold  in  us  to  excite  them  so  rabidly? 

Even  at  TaJien-whan  bay,  during  the  encampment  of  tht 
army  there,  when  we  happened  to  ride  a  long  way  into  ihe 
countiy,  and  through  populous  villages,  we  found  the  simple- 
minded  rustics  far  more  decorous  in  their  behaviour  towards 
us,  and  reasoning  far  more  sensibly  than  these  mad  towns- 
people at  our  appearance  among  them.  They  said  we  weni 
'  Yang-yin,'  or  Men  of  the  Sea ;  that  we  lived  always  ou 
those  ships  which  they  saw  in  the  bay,  leading  in  them  a 
nomadising,  seaweedy  existence;  aud  that  when  our  legs 
were  cimnped  by  long  cfinfinement,  we  stopped  at  the  nearest 
land  J  and  lived  in  the  white  canvas  houses  untU  well  agam. 
With  this,  they  seemed  to  rest  content.  Not  so  these  Shan* 
hai-kwanites.  Nothing  would  tranquilhse  them,  aiid  they 
made  themselves  very  bothersome  and  nonsensical  about  us. 

Negotiations  were  going  on  meanwhile;  the  matter  had 
been  formally  explained  to  the  magistrate  by  some  of  those 
about  him  ;  and  Ma-foo  was  catted  up,  and  uuderwent  a 
rather  close  examination,  ailer  an'anging  his  tail  down  his 
back,  and  making  a  half-curtsey,  half-bow  to  his  worship* 

The  mandarni,  having  seen  and  scrutinised  our  passports 
with  no  evident  satisfiiction,  endeavoured  to  elicit  all  soils  of 
mformation  fix)m  our  servant,  merely  for  the  sake,  we  tJiought^ 
of  asking  questions  and  doing  something — such  as  enquiring 
if  there  were  any  more  Englishmen  at  Tien-tsin  when  we 
left?  were  we  really  going  to  Newchwang?  what  wei-e  we, 
and  where  did  we  come  fixjra  ?  and  so  on. 

This  over,  M.  got  into  conversation  with  the  functionary, 
and  was  particularly  asked  why  he  came  such  a  long,  weary 
distance  overland  to  Newchwang,  when  he  might  so  much 
more  comfortably  and  readily  have  gone  by  sea :  all  the  time 
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shirking  the  main  point — ^the  matter  of  lodgings — ^which  was 
still  as  much  in  abeyance  as  on  our  arrival.  M.  mentioned 
this ;  but  the  man  of  probity,  alas !  commenced  shuffling  and 
prevaricating  in  a  very  undignified  way.  He  was  gently 
reminded  that  the  passport  contained  a  request  that  the  civil 
and  military  authorities  should  give  us  protection  and  aid,  in 
case  of  necessity ;  and  that  this  was  a  case  in  which  we  required 
aid.  He,  however,  continued  to  demur  and  hang  fire,  until 
the  order  given  to  us  by  Tsung,  the  Imperial  Commissioner 
at  Tien-tsin,  happened  to  be  pulled  out  of  its  bag.  This  was 
greedily  laid  hold  of,  and  appeared  to  have  far  more  effect 
than  the  harsh,  stiff,  unpalateable  paper  of  the  English  pass- 
port; for  no  sooner  had  his  quick  eye  ran  over  its  contents 
than  a  change  became  visible.  Our  names  were  written 
down  on  a  sheet  of  whitey-brown  tissue  paper,  obsequiously 
brought  in  with  the  winting-slab  and  brush  by  the  little 
landlord ;  this  was  put  in  the  hands  of  an  attendant,  and  the 
business  of  the  Court  was  over — ^Ave  were  to  be  accommodated. 

Things  now  wore  quite  another  aspect,  through  the  talis- 
manic  spell  wrought  by  the  potent  fingers  of  Tsung.  We 
were  friends,  and  for  the  first  time  began  to  interchange 
civilities.  M.'s  silver  snuff-box  was  unpocketed  and  handed 
round,  much  to  the  admiration  of  everybody  within  and 
without ;  the  snuff  was  plastered  in  brown  layers  about 
nostrils  and  upper  lips ;  and  after  having  well  scalded  our 
tongues  with  boiling  water,  the  Ta-Yin  took  his  leave,  with 
the  same  clash  of  chair-bearers  and  bustle  of  lantern-carriers 
with  which  he  had  made  his  advent  in  less  auspicious  moments, 
bestowing  on  us  a  majestic  bow,  and  another  twist  of  the 
mummified  neck  and  skull  before  he  departed,  which  fonnality 
we  took  care  to  return  with  as  much  grace  as  '  barbarians ' 
could  be  supposed  to  possess. 

Lanterns  were  procured  by  the  domestics,  and  we  were 
shown  our  apartments,  which  we  soon  perceived  were  not  in 
the  most  favoured  portions  of  the  house,  but  at  the  bottom  of 
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a  back  court -yard,  crowded  with  mules,  ponies,  and  donkeyg. 
A  little  wall  enclosed  the  dwarfsh  space  in  front  of  the 
outer  door,  leading  to  as  filthy  a  kennel  as  we  had  betm  in 
since  tlie  night  we  left  Tien-tsin.  Musty^  dusty,  and  foul,  it 
had  not  been  occupied  for  years.  The  walls  were  black  and 
bare,  and  gave  ample  refuge  and  a  permanent  home  to  hundreds  i 
of  gigantic  spidei's,  whose  extensive  meshes  did  not  suffice  to  fl 
thill  the  numbers  of  the  thousands  of  flies  who  swai^ned 
about  our  heads^  buzzing  and  droningj  delighted  with  the 
new  arrivals. 

The  room  contained  nothing  but  old  lumber  and  rubbish, 
and  the  mndows  were  falling  to  pieces ;  and  altogether  we 
were  as  heartily  disgusted  at  oui'  treatment  by  these  officiab 
and  noddies  of  landlords  as  we  could  well  be.  Their  object, 
we  had  too  much  reason  to  believe,  was  to  humbug  us  in 
eve^y  possible  way,  and  in  this  particular  instance  they  were 
successful ;  for  finding  that  they  might  not  turn  us  out  of 
the  house  with  impunity,  they  gave  us  the  most  disgraceful 
pigstye  in  the  place ;  aware  that  we  had  no  alternative  but 
to  remain  and  do  as  best  we  might  until  the  morning. 

Though  we  exhibited  no  acerbity  or  bitterness  at  such 
conduct,  but  plainly  and  dispassionately  told  those  who 
lighted  us  down  how  very  unkind  it  was  to  treat  tired 
strangers  so  badly,  we  felt  angry  at  being  so  duped  and 
tricked.  Wlule  we  were  at  dinner,  and  trying  to  compen-  | 
sate  for  the  fatigues  and  fasts  of  a  long  day,  and  the 
vexations  of  a  humbugging  evening,  under  the  sun'eillance  of 
countless  eyes  glaring  ever}^where  around  us,  a  small  military 
mandarin  —  in  so  far  as  wearing  a  low  grade  brass  button 
made  liim  small — for  he  was  as  tall  as  most  men,  as  scraggy 
as  any  man  could  be,  and  had  shocking  bad  teeth,  entered 
the  room  wthout  any  ceremony,  followed  by  all  the  tag-rag  ■ 
and  bob-tail  these  petty  officials  collect  round  them,  and 
these  again  backed  by  masses  of  people  of  nearly  all  ages* 

He  was  a  \njlgar-looking  man,  and  made  a  slight  genu- 
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fle^oB  as  he  sat  dowii  unbidden  ou  the  edge  of  the  brick 
oven-bed  on  which  we  were  to  sleep.  His  business  was 
quizzing,  and  as  we  paid  him  no  very  marked  attention^  but 
thought  him  rude  and  officious  in  disturbing  us  at  that  kte 
hour,  Ma-foo  was  again  sulyected  to  the  teaiing  and  rending 
operation-  AVhen  this  was  effected  he  began  on  us*  My 
companion^  who,  doubtless,  thoroughly  appreciates  the 
Chineae  character  for  what  it  is  worth,  and  could  see  as  fer 
as  many  into  the  deceitful  motives  that  too  often  govern 
their  acts  of  intercourse  vnth  foreigners,  treated  him  very 
coolly  and  indifferently  as  he  deserved.  He  wished  to  see 
our  passports,  and  when  he  had  got  them  tried  to  copy  out 
some  of  the  Chinese  words,  but  either  from  excitement  or 
timidity  he  could  not  write,  and  a  young  scribe  in  his  pro- 
miscuous suite  stepped  forward  to  the  rescue  and  copied 
what  he  desired.  He  then  asked  to  see  Tsung's  missive,  but 
this  was  too  much  of  a  good  thing  to  be  allowed. 

M,  told  him  that  the  production  of  that  private  document 
was  neither  necessary  nor  justifiable  so  long  as  we  possessed 
those  ordained  by  the  Treaty  (a  single  copy  of  which  we  did 
not  see  in  any  town  or  village  along  the  whole  of  our 
journey),  and  that  they  alone  must  suffice  to  carry  us  to  our 
destination ;  at  the  same  time — bringing  out  the  manuscript  in 
question — to  show  what  value  we  placed  upon  it,  we  tin  eatened 
to  tear  it  up  into  fragments  before  his  face,  and  ended  by 
askinsr  the  astounded  brasB  button  if  the  authorised  document 
was  good  or  bad  ?  if  it  was  the  former,  why  did  they  msh  to 
tee  Tsung*s  ?  if  the  latter,  we  would  return  to  Peking  or 
Tien-tsin  in  the  morning,  and  complain  of  the  unfi-iendliness, 
stupidity,  or  perversity  of  the  officials  at  the  Great  Wall. 

The  fellow  felt  he  dared  not  ignore  the  printed  form,  and 
said  it  was  good,  but  asked  if  we  would  oblige  him  with  a  look 
at  the  other,  as  he  must  see  it  before  going  away.  Nothing 
but  our  tired  condition,  the  tempestuous  crowd  surging  out- 
i^de,  that  excluded  every  breath  of  air  from  usj  and  the 
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sense  of  heart-sickness  that  arose  from  these  annoyances, 
induced  us  to  lend  him  the  coveted  paper,  which,  bavmg 
perused,  he  returned.  Some  sherry  was  oflfered,  but  he 
would  not  touch  it;  and  in  retuni  he  presented  his  snuff 
bottle  or  bottles  —  two  curious  cliina  affairs  fastened  back  to 
back  like  the  Siamese  tmns — but  we  also  declined. 

Thus  ended  the  passport  business  tor  the  night.  We 
prepared  to  go  to  sleep,  and  the  boorish  mandarin  took  the 
hint ;  but  before  he  went^  M.  enquii-ed  if  we  could  ascend 
the  hills  in  the  morning*  This  we  were  anxious  to  do, 
because  our  route  hitherto  between  this  place  and  the 
Pehtang-hu  had  been  somewhat  enigmatical,  because  of  some 
great  inaccumcies  in  the  most  recent  maps  which  we  had 
pmvided  ourselves  with ;  and  as  the  end  of  the  Great  Wall 
abutting  on  the  Gulf  had  been  properly  fixed  as  to  latitude 
and  longitude  m  the  surveys  made  by  our  navj^  we  had 
only  to  take  the  bearings  of  several  importimt  and  con- 
spicuous landmarks  that  we  had  j)assed  and  noted,  vdtk 
the  wall,  to  enable  us  to  form  some  idea  of  the  progress  w< 
had  made. 

Perhaps  there  ivas  also  a  latent  desire  to  scramble  to  thej 
tops  of  those  great  peaks  over  which  the  Titanic  fence  wan 
dered,  and  to  judge  for  ourselves  whether  the  wonder  on 
the  heights  was  as  wonderful  as  it  appeared  t«  be  on  the 
plain  and  the  lower  levels  of  the  sloping  hills.     We  longed 
once  moi^,  in  fact,  to  bend  a  wOIiug  knee  against  tlie  sida 
of  the  steepest  mountain  we  could  find,  and  where  so  con 
venient?  where  could  the  exeition  ser\'e  so  many  pui-jKisei 
as  here?     The  modern  Excelsiors  had  climbed  the  hi*rbest 
peaks  all  over  the  world  ahnost,  and  why  should  these  inigged 
and  eld  steeps,  so  long  locked  up  ui  inaccessible  restrictions^ 
escape  ?  ^^H 

We  thought  there  could  not  be  the  slightest  shadow  of  an 
objection  to  such  a  proposal,  but  we  were  wrong,  for  to  our 
astonishment  the  mandarin  was  as  ready  \\itli  a  No,  as  if  it 
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had  been  in  his  mouth  when  he  was  bom.  Why  could  we 
not  go  to  the  hills?  Because  there  were  no  roads,  and  the 
hills  were  difficult  of  access,  and  many  things  might  happen 
— and  every  obstacle  will  be  thrown  in  your  way,  he  might 
have  said;  but  we  wished  to  heai*  no  more.  So  long  as  the 
difficulty  rested  with  ourselves  we  were  content  to  risk  the 
absence  of  roads,  and  to  rely  on  limbs  that  had  been  pliant 
enough  over  heather  and  steep  rock  not  many  years  ago. 

We  were  visited  no  more  that  night  by  officials  or 
myrmidons  of  the  local  government  to  vise  our  jiassports,  but 
we  were  pestered  by  relays  of  scouts  fix)m  the  crowd,  who 
kept  continually  labouring  to  fill  the  room  with  their  bodies 
and  stench,  notwithstanding  they  saw  others  expelled  in  a 
rather  ignominious  manner.  The  people  behaved  not 
violently,  certainly,  but  like  spoilt  children.  No  matter 
whether  we  were  eating,  writing,  or  sleeping,  enter  they 
would,  though  they  knew  they  were  forbidden  to  do  so,  and 
then  commence  handling  the  various  things  that  lay  about  the 
room  or  on  the  ricketty  table  with  the  prjdng  rudeness  of  a 
lot  of  boobies.  Others  would  come,  pull  their  pipes  out  of 
the  leather  bags,  fill  them,  and  having  ignited  the  tobacco 
at  the  candle,  seat  themselves  down  delibei'ately  on  our  bed 
without  seeking  pennission  or  consulting  our  tastes. 

When  we  unfortunate  travellers  were  not  sharp  in  turning 
them  out  they  would  fill  the  apartment  full  of  smoke,  and  puff* 
it  into  our  &ces  until  the  cloudy  atmosphere  is  almost  unfit  for 
purposes  of  respiration.  A  lot  more  would  draw  near  to  look 
at  us,  and  cough  mid  spit  as  if  they  had  swallowed  a  gross 
of  fish  bones,  and  one  half  of  them  liad  lodged  about  the 
ticklish  nooks  in  their  throats.  Presently  we  would  be  treated 
to  an  emission  of  jdl  sorts  of  ventriloqual  sounds,  unpleasant 
to  listen  to,  being  intensely  suggestive  of  bad  manners  and 
garlic;  and  they  do  all  this  with  the  most  unblushing 
eflErontery.  Finally  we  drove  them  out  and  bolted  the 
door. 
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TOE     SPY     SYSTEM THE      FOLICE — ^THE      yKONTIER      atTARD-HOOM  —  ^ 

POLITE   OLD   SOLDLER  —  FRENCH    POLISH    AT   THE   GREAT  WALL THE 

THtfMB-MOMETER OFFICIAL      OIUECTIONS      TO     OUR     ASCEKDIKr.     THE 

JIOUNTAlxa  —  A     CONFERENCE  —  WOO-SHI  —  A     StILTRT      MORNIXG  —  I 
ATTEMPT     THE     ASCENT    ALONE  —  STAVELY     PEAK — TAKXNO    EIUIAIXGS 

THE    EKD    OF    THE    GBEAT    WALL ITS    PRESENT    CONlllTIOS'     A5I> 

WONDERFUL     COORSE — ^ ACCOUNTS    OF    TRAVELLERS — A   VAST    CONCET* 
TION    AND    A   MONUMENT   OF    XNDDSTEV* 

WE  got  Up  about  five  oVlock  next  morning,  and  found  to 
our  annoyance  and  vexation  that  a  system  of  espionage 
had  been  established  on  our  special  behoof;  and  that  some 
spies,  in  the  shape  of  great  big  Chinamen,  cleanly  dressed, 
with  the  semi-ofticial  conical  hat  and  red  silk  crown  fringe, 
were  comfortably  seated  in  the  passage  outside  the  door,  where 
probably  they  had  passed  the  night.  As  soon  as  one  of  them 
saw  JK,  he  came  forward  and  demanded  to  be  shown  Tsung's 
passport  again,  sa}dng  that  the  others  were  of  no  \'alue^ 
and  that  we  could  not  be  permitted  to  go  up  the  hills.  He 
had  been  taught  his  lesson  very  well,  but  his  peremptory 
audacity  met  with  no  response  of  any  kind^  as  M,  simply 
refused  to  have  anything  to  do  wtli  him.  We  proceeded  to 
dressj  and  get  ready  for  our  expedition  as  quickly  as  pos- 
sible, in  order  to  have  it  over,  and  depart  from  such  a  trou- 
blesome region  about  midday — finnly  resolved  never  to  have 
anything  more  to  do  with  such  officials,  if  we  could  help  it* 
We  were  in  such  a  hurry  that  we  took  but  one  cup  of  tea 
each,  and  a  small  biscuit,  intending  to  breakfast  when  the 
work  was  done,  ivhicli,  we  fancied,  would  not  take  more  than 
three  or  four  hours  at  the  utmost-  But  in  this  we  deceivj 
ourselves. 
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VV^e  were  determined  to  attempt  the  ascent  of  the  nearest 
peak,  to  measure  its  height,  and  to  get  the  bearings  of  the 
various  places  we  were  about  to  pass ;  and  for  these  purj>oses 
we  took  with  us  a  rather  large  Aneroid  barometer,  and  a  very 
clumsy  iron  thermometer — the  only  one  we  could  procure  at 
Tien-tsin — with  a  small  pocket  compass.     Though  so  bent 
on  this  project,  however,  we  were  not  the  less  ready  to  desist 
from  this  or  any  other  transaction  that  might  be  wrong,  be 
regarded  as   offensive   to  the   authorities,  or  give  rise   to 
troublesome  after-consequences.     We  moved  with  the  spirit 
of  the  Treaty  ever  before  us,  and  a  desire  to  conciliate,  rather 
than  squabble  with  the  people  we  met  on  the  way ;  and  if 
they  gave  us  any  sufficient  reason  why  we  should  not  do 
this  or  that,  we  would  have  gladly  reconciled  ourselves  to 
their  wishes.     Such,  I  am  sure,  were  the  feelings  that  influ- 
enced my  companion,  as  well  as  myself,  that  morning,  and 
the  line  of  conduct  that  was  to  guide  us  in  our  dealings  with 
the  equivocating  mandarins. 

One  of  the  runners  had  watched  our  preparations,  and 
tliough  we  were  but  a  few  minutes  in  putting  on  the  lightest 
suit  we  possessed,  and  in  drawng  on  the  lightest  pair  of 
boots  of  our  small  assortment — never  expecting  that  we 
should  have  a  difficult  task  in  climbing  what  did  not  appear 
to  be  very  lofty  mountains — the  man  had  vanished  before 
we  left  the  room.  The  others  preceded  and  followed  us,  as 
much  to  observe  our  movements  as  to  keep  off  the  people. 
They  were  waiting  in  hundreds  at  that  early  hour  outside 
the  inn,  and  were  with  difficulty  kept  in  check  by  these 
•shouting  Goliaths.  The  streets  were  wide  and  roomy  for 
ordinary  traffic ;  but  like  those  of  large  European  cities, 
Rome  excepted,  before  the  twelfth  and  thirteenth  centuries, 
they  were  unpaved,  and  impassable  in  very  many  places 
from  the  lodgement  of  rain  and  surface  water.  The  shops 
looked  as  if  they  drove  some  trade,  and  were  numerous 
enough  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  dwellings. 
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Near  the  inn  was  a  government  building,  with  glaringly 
painted  gates,  and  two  great  guardian  dog-monsters,  coverad 
with  black  and  brown  circular  spots,  defending  the  doon\ay, 
A  tew  ]>accs  further  on  was  another  door,  garnishetl  in  tJie 
same  giK>tes(|ue  manner,  wliich  was  supposed  to  belong  to 
the  Custom-house,  as  this  town,  we  were  told,  levies  a  tax 
on  the  exports  and  imports  that  pass  through  to  or  from 
Mantchuria,  Not  far  from  this  we  came  to  an  archway 
that  had  once  been  substantial  and  strong,  but  was  now  hi  a 
fissured  and  tottering  condition,  and  supported  below  by  a 
semicircular  wooden  structure,  pmpj^ed  up  by  beams  of 
timber-  This  was  one  of  the  venerable  arches  of  the  waU 
which  bisected  this,  the  eastern,  side  of  the  town  in  its 
course  to  the  l>each  and  the  mountains. 

On  the  other  side  we  entered  another  portion  of  the  town 
enclosed  on  the  east  side  by  its  o^vn  wall,  and  containing  a 
continuation  of  the  chief  thorouglifare,  with  many  houses  and 
shops ;  and,  most  important  of  all,  on  the  left  hand,  as  we 
l>assed  along,  there  was  the  guartl  or  garrison-room  near  the 
outer  gate.  At  that  hour  we  were  surprised  to  find  it  clus- 
tered mth  soldiers — or  rather  unarmed  attendants — clothed 
in  long  skiits  of  white,  primrose-coloured,  or  blue,  gauze  and 
brocades,  mtli  a  variety  of  coloured  buttons  on  their  hats,  and 
apparently  lookmg  out  for  us  mther  anxiously.  As  we  ap- 
proached, they  one  and  all  made  way  for  us,  and  pointed  to 
the  guard-room  door.  We  could  not  at  first  comprehend  their 
meaning,  and  thouglit  for  a  moment  that  all  our  prospects  of 
getting  up  to  the  hills  were  at  an  end ;  but  on  looking  towards 
the  few  steps  that  raised  tlie  floor  from  the  gromid,  we  saw* 
an  old  blue-button  mandarin,  sun'ounded  by  a  small  host  of  % 
officers,  wavuig  his  hand  to  us,  and  lookmg  remarkably  kind 
and  civil.  M 

This  augured  well  for  us  ;  the  old  fellow's  smile  ivas  like 
an  oasis  in  tlie  Sahara,  after  so  much  tantalising  and  thwai't- 
ing ;  and  as  he  beckoned  us  in,  I  thought  of  a  traveller  who 
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had  not  journeyed  quite  m  far  out  of  the  way,  and  yet  had 
cause  to  exclaim,  '  Hail  I  ye  small  sweet  courtesies  of  life,  for 
smooth  do  ye  make  the  road  of  it.* 

We  ascended  the  steps  at  once,  and  as  our  unknown  friend 
Wfis  evidently  above  the  rank  of  tliose  we  had  l>eeii  contend- 
ing with,  and  saluted  us  most  cordially  with  hands  clasped 
brfore  Ids  breast,  as  did  the  othei*s,  we  made  the  best  attempt 
to  reciprocate  the  Avelcome  thus  unexpectedly  given  to  us  ; 
and  were  then  conducted  into  the  I'oom^-a  veiy  naked  col* 
lection  of  boards  and  bricks,  mth  a  sort  of  liaised  couch  or 
platform,  on  whicli  the  commandmit  of  the  garrison — for 
such  he  turned  out  to  be^ — ^  seated  hiinsclf^  after  he  had  seen 
us  seated  by  lura  on  another  couch,  I  wondered  if  the 
Chinese  general  ^vho  commanded  the  troops  in  this  then 
important  town,  and  who  first  adled  in  the  wild  Tartars  of 
LiaU"toon<y  to  assist  him — thus  giving  them  sm  opportunity 
of  usuq)ing  the  government  —  liad  sat  in  that  nicely  cush- 
ioned seat  when  the  fierce  MantclniH  were  hovering  without 
the  weH,  ready  to  poimce  upon  anything  that  would  foiivard 
their  schemes — rab,  murder^  assault,  storm  the  bastions,  or 
batter  the  trusty  gates ! 

The  national  bevex^age  was  brought  in  by  a  waitm^  and 
ereryone  was  supplied  mth  a  quantum  of  the  hot  infusion, 
a  stimulimt  to  conversation,  and  a  generator  of  kindly 
sjnatpathies.  M.  did  his  utmost  to  get  up  and  cany  on  a 
chat  with  the  old  soldier — and  if  I  could  dispose  myself  to 
be  a  judge  on  that  occasion,  I  should  say  he  was  eminently 
successfid,  and  acquitted  himself  in  the  enunciation  of  the 
appallhig  smashing  up  of  sounds  that  follows  a  most  active 
series  of  lingual  and  Laryngeal  g)-nmastics  in  u  \niy  that 
must  have  astonished  himself  Ma-foo,  our  interpreter-in- 
chief,  had  been  left  at  the  inn  to  superintend  the  cooking  of 
mutton-chops,  sweet  potatoes,  and  veget^ibles,  ad  libitum^  for 
bi^akfast,  therefore  my  companion  was  driven  on  his  o^ra 
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resources,  wliich  appeared,  by  the  way,  to  become  augmented 
and  more  useful  eveiy  day- 

While  the  gossip  was  going  on,  I  had  time  enough  to 
jot  down  our  entertainer's  likeness  in  my  memorj^  and 
witliout  staring  at  him  too  markt^dly,  to  observe  tliat 
underneath  the  beau tif idly- wrought  and  bleached  straw 
hat,  sunnotmted  by  the  deep  blue  glass  ball,  and  thatched 
by  a  long  layer  of  red  floss  silk,  there  was  a  perfect  set 
of  Mongolian  features.  His  age  might  be  about  fifty-eight, 
though  lie  looketl  older,  and  his  brow  and  cheeks  were  a 
good  deal  wrinkled ;  but  the  agreeable  face  w^xs  sadly  marred 
on  a  near  scrutiny,  by  a  shocking  set  of  carious  front  teeth, 
which  the  thick  averted  lips,  or  the  straggling  hairs  of  the 
moustache,  could  not  hide.  This  is  a  common  ejiough  defect 
among  the  lower  orders  in  the  north,  who  never  clean  their 
teeth  fi-om  youth  to  old  age  ;  but  in  the  upper  classes,  it 
looks  much  worse  and  creates  unpleasant  feelings. 

There  was  a  kingly  dignity  about  him  that  was  winning, 
and  his  address  was  free  and  easy  while  talking  to  men  of 
another  country  for  the  first  time.  Unlike  the  otliers^  he 
wore  a  long  robe  of  light-blue  figured  silk,  confined  around 
the  waist  by  a  narrow  plaited  belt,  with  two  buckles  of 
cornelian  in  front,  and  a  pair  of  enormous  black  satin  boots, 
with  amoe  toes  and  ponderous  soles — doubtless  his  best 
summer  suit  donned  for  our  reception. 

The  complimentary  questions  were  first  exchanged- 
Ages  were  requested,  in  which  he  could  not  imderstand 
why  one  of  us  being  the  same  age  as  the  other  should  wear 
a  longer  beard,  as  it  was  the  sign  of  a  greater  number 
of  years. 

What  was  our  destination,  and  how  did  we  propose  to 
return,  by  sea  or  by  land? 

By  sea. 

At  this  he  affected  to  be  verj^  sorry  that  he  should  not 
have   the   honour   of  inviting  us  to   dine   with   him,   and 
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trying  to  excel  in  giving  us  a  high  opinion  ot   oui*seIves 
by  very  windy  words. 

Everything  was  good  that  we  had;  even  the  passports — 
which  he  prayed  might  be  shown  hiin^  in  order  that  he 
might  register  our  worshipful  names — were  acknowledged 
to  be  good ;  and  all  good  things  were  indicated  at  once,  as 
such^  by  his  holding  up  a  thumb  with  a  very  long  nail  and 
a  very  expensive  jade  ring  on  it.  When  he  felt  the  leather 
of  our  bootHj  up  went  the  thumb ;  when  he  fingered  the  cloth 
of  our  trousei^s  up  went  the  thumb ;  when  told  that  we  had 
travelled   so  many  li  for  so  many    days,  the   thumb   was 
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cocked  very  high;  indeed  the  thimib-mometcr  seemed  ever  1 
to  be  on  the  ascendant,  until  M.  mentioned  our  going  upj 
the  hill;  then  the  little  finger  went  up.     It  was  bad. 

Was   there  any  particular  objection,   or  any   piiticuT 
order  prohibiting  stmngera  from  going  up  there  ? 

No. 

Then  why  could  we  not  go  up  ? 

The  thin  homy-tipped  little  finger  was  elevated  like 
jack-in-tlie-box,  wliile  he  told  us  that  the  sun  was  very  hot, 
there  were  no  roads,  the  hills  were  a  long  way  off,  and 
covered  with  stones,  and  the  Chinese  never  went  up  them. 

There  were  no  other  objections? 

No. 

Then  we  were  inclined  to  attempt  the  ascent,  as  we  did  not 
much  mind  the  sun,  and  stones  and  hills  were  fiuniliar  to  us, 

A  little  more  talk,  antl  II /s  snuff- bo5£  was  honoured  by 
an  Tipright  thuml>,  and  the  abstraction  of  a  small  shovelful 
of  snuff.  Then  the  little  china  bottles  were  drawn  out 
from  their  recesses  and  passed  to  us.  These  tuji^^h  sneeshin- 
mulls  had  a  neat  little  stopper  of  cork  or  wood,  topped  by 
Jade  or  rose-quartas^  in  which  was  fastened  a  regular  hone  or 
ivory  spoon,  exactly  like  some  we  have  seen  in  Scotland; 
but  the  Chinese  did  not  carry  their  j>ungent  dose  to  the 
nostrils  by  it,  but  only  used  it  to  transfer  a  little  heap  of 
the  light  brown  over-dried  nose  provender  to  the  back  of 
their  hand,  and  then  fi'om  this  to  press  it  over  the  nasal  ex- 
tremity and  lip,  with  a  chance  of  a  fmction  of  it  jienetrating 
to  the  excitory  nerves  only  by  the  ordmary  act  of  inspii'a- 
tion.  I  never  yet  saw  a  snuffer  sneeze,  though  the  social 
pinch  b  with  tliem  notorious  ;  so  that  when  my  unaccustomed 
organ  of  smell  rebelled  at  the  imsavour}^  introduction,  and 
repetitions  of  sneezing  yells  made  the  walls  ring  again, 
they  all  laughed,  and  the  thumb-mometer  again  ix)sc  in 
praise. 

But  the  morning  was  wearing  on,  and  we   had  tarried 
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among  them  long  enough,  so  we  rose  to  take  our  leave,  and 
-the  general,  or  whatever  his  rank  might  be,  accompanied  us 
tx>  the  door  with  great  politeness. 

The  other  officers  about  him  were  re^dly  fine  men — tall, 

strong,  and  well-proportioned  as  the  sons   of  Anak,  with 

some   very  jovial    cheerfid   faces  among    them.      All  [had 

rigged  themselves    out  in    modest-coloured   summer  crape 

or  muslin  gowns,    the  low   conical    hat,  and    black    satin 

boots,  and  with  the  dress  bound  easily  round  the  middle, 

they  looked  comfortable  and  cool  as  they  fanned  themselves, 

and  toyed  with  these  feminine  appendages,  which  they  know 

so  well  how  to  use  in  sultry  weather;     Those  who  were 

mounted  at  times — ^the  cavalry  men — ^had  the  slide  slits  in 

skirts  very  long,  and  tags  and  twisted  buttons  stitched  on 

in  various  places,  to  tuck  them  up  by  when  in  the  saddle. 

Not  a  single  man  was    armed  with  anything  beyond  his 

fim,  neither  did  we  see  a  weapon  about  the  room  save  two 

or  three  sabres :  a  rather  singular  circumstance,  we  thought, 

considering  that  this  was  a  large  town — in  a  comparative  sense 

only,  for  few  of  the  northern  towns  we  have  seen  come  at 

all  near  the  populousness  or  size  of  what  are  called  large 

towns  in  the  South — and  a  very  important  pass,  in  a  Chinese 

point  of  view. 

When  we  left,  three  or  four  of  these  gentlemen  escorted 
us,  but  at  a  very  respectful  distance,  and  without  speaking, 
except  to  the  crowd.  Walking  through  the  gateway,  wliich 
was  not  bastioned  in  the  ordinary  manner — as  the  Great 
Wall,  passing  but  a  short  distance  -within  it,  obviated  the 
necessity  for  such  a  work — we  are  beyond  the  artificial 
boundaries,  on  the  Mantchu  side  of  the  coinitiy,  and 
turning  suddenly  northward,  speed  alongside  the  Great 
Wall,  as  near  as  the  narrow  footpath  mil  permit. 

We  walked  sharply  and  hurriedly  —  for  it  was  past  six 
o'clock  —  and  our  guard  behind  did  the  same,  conversmg 
in  a  gay  imdertone  at  first,  but  soon  dropping  this  for  a 
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detached  remark  at  lengthening  intervak,  growing  fain 
and  fainter^  until  they  were  puffing  and  struggling,  and 
uncomfortable  as  stranded  whales,  the  ground  between 
increasing  ^vith  every  stride.     They  must  have  given  in 
about  a  mile,  for  when    we   had  got  about  two  miles 
towards   the  foot  of  the  range,  and  were  still  pursuing 
narrow  track  through  low  crops  of  wheats,  we  heard  some  one 
shouting  loudly  after  us  that  there  was  no  road,  and,  looking 
back,  discovered  that  the  bulky  men  had  been  beaten  off,  anM 
that  there  was  a  young  understmpper  mth  a  brimmed-up  hat, 
and  lots  of  red  cord  dancing  about  it^  top,  ininning  after  us 
as  hard  as  he  could.    He  was  telling  us  a  manifest  stoiy,  anc 
violating  the  integrity  of  his  countrymen  by  a  statemen 
slightly  incorrect  in  point  of  fact,  as  we  at  once  proved  to  bin 
by  a  reference  to  the  road  we  were  then  on.     He  asked  if  wi 
were  determined  to   proceed,    and   was   answered  that  wi 
were  ;  and,  to  convince  him  of  this,  we  resumed  our  gentl< 
promenade  —  at  which  token  of  our  resolution  he  tumec 
back. 

There  was  no  accoimting  for  this  species  of  want  of  candoui 
on  the  part  of  the  authorities,  and  we  were  a  little  puzzled  il 
what  light  to  view  it,  considering  that  they  had  alreadj 
admitted  the  absence  of  orders  or  cogent  reasons  to  intercep 
us,  except  in  those  little  ioipedimcnts  which  Nature  offered, 
and  which  we  were  content  to  surmount^  if  practicable,  af 
our  own  risk.  Yet  here  was  a  squad  of  gens  (Tamies  dodging 
and  bawling  about,  and  all  but  ordering  us  back,  actingi 
without  a  doubt,  under  instructions  from  our  courteous 
friend  in  the  guard-house,  whose  motives  for  not  telling  u4 
in  plain  language  that  we  were  about  to  do  %vrong,  we  could 
not  even  guess  at  for  some  time. 

There  is  a  sentence  in  the  Chinese  vocabulary  —  a  soH  a 
idiomatic  expression,  for  which  those  who  have  read  Mrs, 
Hamilton's  homely  Scotch  tale  of  the  '  Cottagers  of  Glen* 
burnie,'   would    find    an    equivalent  in   Mrs,    McClartey^fl 
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ifientable  answer  to  every  suggestion  for  the  impravemeut 
of  her  slatternly  household  —  '  I  canna  be  fashed ;  it  will  be 
weel  enough  in  time;'  and  the  too  familiar  sentiment  of 
tcnday,  *I  cao't  be  bothered;  do  anything  you  like,  if  it 
doesn't  ti'ouble  me,'  would  be  found  an  approximation  to  it 
in  sense  m  it  would  in  deed* 

This  shiblx>Ieth  of  negligence  and  procrastination  is  ^  Woo- 
shi  ;'  and  only  to  its  employment  by  the  military  governor, 
when  we  asked  for  information  and  permission,  and  his 
deputing  these  small  fry  to  act  in  accordance  therewith,  and 
to  do  as  best  they  might  without  disturbing  him,  could  we 
attribute  the  annoyance  we  encountered. 

When  within  about  a  mile  of  the  mountains,  M.  could  go 
no  farther  with  safety^  for  the  morning  had  turned  out  so 
very  un usual  1}^  Hultry  and  oppressive,  and  the  heat  so  stifling 
and  distressing,  that  he  felt  its  effects  far  more  than  he  had 
done  since  we  left  Tien- 1 sin  ;  and,  I  must  confess,  I  felt  sick 
a  little  and  mther  fatigued.  There  is  something  particularly 
morbid  and  malevolent  in  the  summer-morning's  sun  of 
North  Cliina,  before  it  has  reached  very  high  in  the 
heavens,  and  just  when  its  beams  are  sweeping  horizontally 
or  obliquely  about  the  neck  and  body ;  and  at  these  times, 
when  exposed,  I  have  always  experienced  sensations  of  giddi- 
ness and  sickly  heavmess,  unknown  at  other  periods  of  the 
day ;  and  I  was  not  alone  in  this  respect-  To  those  who 
would  sanction  the  imprudences  of  ordinary  travellers,  and 
encourage  their  erratic  wanderings  in  this  direction,  we 
would  parody  Lord  Chesterfield's  advice  about  the  evening 
dews,  and  s^iy  — 

*  The  rajs  of  the  moramg  most  carefully  shun, 
They're  the  sickliest  darts  thrown  out  by  the  sun/ 

I  volunteered  to  go  alone,  though,  had  I  been  certain  that 
remaining  on  the  plain  without  venturing  on  the  achieve- 
ment of  what  w*e  had  promised  or  threatened,  would   be 
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construed  to  our  disadvantage,  I  should  not  have  done  so. 
Taking  the  bulky  instrmnents,  which  I  was  obliged  to  carry 
in  my  hands,  and  lea\nng  M»  in  a  shady  clump  of  fir  trees 
near  some  cottages,  I  started  off.  I  had  not  gone  many 
yards  before  two  mandarins,  mounted  on  ponies,  came 
rattling  up,  and  called  out  some  indistinguishable  jai^gon ; 
but  my  companion  justly  divined  their  intentions,  and  l>ade 
me  take  no  notice  of  them,  wliile  he  kept  them  in  play 
below. 

Presently  the  base  of  the  mountains  was  gained,  but  so 
precipitous  and  rugged  were  they  in  every  aspect,  that  the 
difficult}'  wa^  where  to  select  a  place  from  which  to  com* 
mence  the  ascent.  The  ravines  between  the  advanced 
spurs  were  so  narrow  and  steep,  and  so  thickly  strewn  with 
rough  masses  of  rock,  that  ,to  walk  through  them  to  a  more 
favourable  side  was  impossible  ivith  the  light  boots  I  had  on ; 
and  the  sides  of  the  heights  before  me  were  so  savagely  per- 
pendicular to  climb,  even  for  a  pei'son  with  both  liands  at 
liberty,  that  I  avow,  though  I  had  already  done  my  share  of 
cmggy  rocks  and  steep  hills,  I  was  now  rather  t*dten  aback,  I 
looked  mstfuUy  towards  that  modenitely-sloping  chine^  some 
mile  or  so  off,  up  which  the  wall  rose  from  the  plain  to  its 
loftiest  elevation ;  but  the  ground  between  was  so  broken 
that  a  long  time  would  have  been  consumed  in  getting  to  it^ 
and  then  it  was  problematical  enough  if  the  pmnacles 
overhanging  it  would  have  been  more  easy  of  access. 

Topped  they  must  be,  however^  and  that  without  delay, 

me 


and  deter  me  for 

conspicuous   tower  of   the 


or  the  Philistines  will  be  upon 
indefinite  time.  As  the  very 
wall  on  the  loftiest  peak,  over  which  that  barrier  wends,  and 
which  is  almost  the  loftiest  peak  in  the  range  fi-om  whence  we 
are  looking  at  it^  is  beetling  immediately  overhead,  and  was 
the  one  fixed  upon  for  our  observations,  I  at  once  fitce  the 
difficulty  by  taking  a  zigzag  course  up  the  side  of  what  I 
imagined  to  be  the  least  formidable  of  the  nearest  mountains. 
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The  massy  angular  debris  of  unknown  centuriea  overcome, 
the  clamliering  process  comnienced  in  earnest. 

Searciimg  around  Ijefore  rising,  not  a  mark  of  a  path  to 
indicate  the  direction  —  not  a  sheep  or  a  «foat  track  even  — 
is  to  be  scanned  ;  so  I  have  to  stretch  out  as  best  I  may, 
fighting  up  against  pieces  of  slope,  carpeted  mth  a  thin, 
short  grass,  that  to  the  soles  of  my  boots  feels  like  smooth 
ice»  and  is  almost  incapable  of  aflurding  a  foothold.  After, 
perhaps^  two  or  three  hundred  yards  of  this,  bare  vertical 
sheets  of  rock  would  suddenly  meet  me  and  bar  ftu*ther 
advancement  that  way,  necessitating  retrogression  and  fresh 
trials  in  different  directions,  until,  after  an  hour  and  a  half  8 
as  hard  work  as  the  best-trained  mountaineer  could  encounter 
— over  obstructions  and  wearying  impediments,  more  harass- 
ing to  the  mind  than  those  of  the  Aonian  mount,  and  more 
leg- tiring  than  I  found  the  more  than  3,000  feet  of  stony  ravine 
that  conducted  me  to  the  top  of  the  Table  Mountain  at  Cape 
Town,  on  a  South  African  midsummer's  day  —  I  won  the 
coveted  peak,  and  completed  the  ascension  by  toiling  into 
the  summit  of  the  little  ruined  tower  that  had  seemed  so  Slt 
above  my  strength  from  the  plain  below. 

Unmingled   pleasure,   and   I  fear   a  large  instalment  of 
vanity,  were  upjKTmost  in  my  breast  as  I  stood  on  that  pinna* 
cled  mountiiin-top  where  the  foot  of  Eumpean  had  never 
before  trodden,  where  the  most  adventurous  of  the  dwellers 
beneath  would  never  dream  of  coming,  and  where,  perhaps, 
the  presence  of  man  had  been  unknown  for  long  centuries* 
Hastily  throwing  open  the  lid  of  the  barometer  case,  and 
planting  it  and  the  thermometer  in  the  best  nooks  I  could 
reach,  I  sat  down  among  the  bricks  of  the  ruinous  tower — 
much  in  need  of  a  rest,  and  overpowered  with  thirst,  for  I 
had  t*iken  no  flask,  and  not  a  drop  of  water  was  to  be  had  on 
tlie  way  up — to  take  the  bearings  of  the  landmarks^  which 
were  just  becoming  visible  in  the  steamy  haze  of  the  morning, 
and  to  leisurely  survey  the  country  around.     As  I  shrink 
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beneath  a  corner  of  the  crumblingmasoTiry  that  yet  interposes 
between  me  and  the  scorching  sun,  let  me  try  to  deiscribt*, 
however  confusedly  and  imperiectly^  the  novel  panorama  m 
it  unrolls  its  wide  scene  befoi*e  me ;  and  dwell  esjieeiaUy  on 
what  fonns  its  stmngest  attmction,  its  most  fascinating  eui- 
beUishnientj^ — its  world-renowned  monument 

Away  before  me  to  the  far  south,  unbounded  by  any  visible 
land,  without  a  dimple  or  a  break  to  blemish  its  surface  after 
the  storm,  and  engirded  on  the  edge  nearest  me  by  a  crescentic 
border  or  socket  of  yellow  glistering  sand,  lay  the  watei^s  of 
the  Gulf  or  Eastern  Sea  in  a  dazzling  blaze  of  white  light, 
It  lies  like  a  silver  mirror  in  a  partial  fimne  of  gold,  with  the 
faintly  brown  sails  uf  three  junks  standhig  immoveable,  as  it 
wei^,  on  the  distant  expanse,  like  so  many  nocturnal  moth^ 
surprised  by  the  dawn  of  day  and  enchanted,  with  their 
wings  folded  back,  by  the  magical  reflection  of  the  brilliant 
looking-glass.  To  the  middle  of  the  slightly  convex  edge  of 
the  golden  crescent  or  frame^  curiously  and  cumiingly  wrought 
and  adorned  by  man's  hand,  and  securely  fiistened  to  it  by  a 
massive  clamp  of  dark  stone,  is  wedded  a  fitting  and  pix>per 
harjdle  to  such  a  glorious  natural  mirror^  the  Wang-li  Chang- 
ching,  or  wall  of  ten  thousand  li* 

From  the  sea  to  where  I  am  ensconced,  a  distance  of  about 
eight  or  nine  miles,  and  from  that  away  among  the  hills, 
where  I  can  oidy  catch  a  glhnpse  of  the  intenninable  line  of 
foitification  here  and  there,  I  must  have  a  range  of  prospect 
of  about  twenty  miles  or  moi-e. 

Where  it  commences  by  a  bold  abutment  through  the 
sandy  beach  into  the  gulf  there  is  a  large  black  mass  of 
building  like  a  fortress,  with  a  temple  roof  scarcely  dis- 
cernible amidst  the  pile;  and  continuing  from  tliis — mde,  high, 
and  solid,  apparently  with  square  towei*s,  at  first  hard  to  be 
distinguished  iram  the  body  of  the  work,  but  soon  coming  out 
in  trenchant  outline  as  they  face  the  Mantchu  country, — it 
creeps  on,  a  bold  fence  across  the  level  landscaj^ej  which  is,  at 
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to  tlie  deep  green  of  tiny  plantation,  and  limited  coppice, 
millet  and  maize  field,  and  interspersed  with  cottage  and 
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hamlet;  while  runnlTis:  ]iaraHel  with  the  wall  on  the  China 
frontier,  darts  the  hniptd  Shi -ho,  like  a  streak  of  rnomg 
quicksilver,  with  an  easy  bend  or  swerve  until  it  reaches  the 
sands,  when  it  throws  out  three  fairy  fingers  to  grasp  the 
skirt  of  the  sea. 

At  a  little  place  bun-owing  among  trees,  which  is  perhaps 
Ning-hai,  it  nuikes  an  acute  wheel  inwai'ds,  until  it  touches  the 
side  of  the  group  of  buildings  tliat  dot  tlie  Ijorder  of  the 
tolfm.  Stirting  off  again  on  its  almost  direct  i-oad,  vnth  the 
wide-based  and  batt lenient ed  towers  courageously  standing  out 
at  equal  distances  apart,  that  give  it  a  very  symmetrical  and 
warlike  front,  it  makes  a  dash  through  one  side  of  the  quad- 
rangular wall  of  Shan-hai  Kwan,  about  four  or  five  miles 
from  its  starting-point,  and  sepaniting  a  portion  of  the  city, 
bursts  out  with  larger  looking  towers  and  a  broader  imrapet, 
steering  its  leviathan  proportions  in  my  direction  with  only 
one  trifling  deflection  outwards.  It  bears  no  marks  of  decay  • 
from  where  I  am  tracing  it,  until  it  gets  about  a  mile  on  this 
side  of  the  town,  when  fissures  and  flaws  blur  its  face  at  times 
here  and  thei^e,  At  one  place  a  portion  of  the  parapet  has 
given  way,  and  left  a  ghastly  void  in  the  notched  and  cre- 
nelated ridge ;  at  another,  nearer  still,  a  larger  piece  has 
tumbled  down  and  exposed  a  deep  gasli  in  the  parapet ; 
there,  the  thickness  of  the  building  itself  has  suftered^  and 
its  width  dwindles  do^vn  considerably ;  here,  a  damaging 
breach  gapes  in  its  face^  and  the  warrior  bastions  themselves 
are  trembling  in  dilapidation  and  decay,  and  seem  as  if  they 
were  about  to  part  from  the  great  embankment  that  had 
supported  them  so  h:>ng. 

Presently,  alas !  the  e}^e  alights  all  at  once  on  a  deadly 
lane  torn  across  its  stately  array  to  the  very  gitjund,  and 
where  an  arch  had  once  bridged  some  petty  streamlet,  long 
since  dried  up. 

'  The  sweeping  sword  of  Time 
Has  sung  its  death  dfrge/— 


^ 
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And  there  lies  a  scattered  heap  of  rubbish  about  an 
opening  extensive  enough  to  allow  of  a  column  of  men  march- 
ing thTOiiglu  This  is  a  veritable  break-down,  and  detracts 
very  much  fvom  the  expectations  I  had  entertained  of  its 
entiitiness  and  dumbility.  But  the  structure  i^hes  quickly, 
and  soon  after  raises  itself  on  the  low-augled  spur  tliat 
is  covered  with  a  dusky  herbage,  and  witli  more  or  leas 
of  cracks,  gaps,  and  chasms,  it  comes  up  witli  an  easy  grace 
to  the  middle  of  a  bald  declivity  which  it  deftly  tops  and 
deposits  a  tower'  thereon,  in  good  preservation,  but  a  few 
hundred  yards  from  my  place  of  vantage.  Having  done  this 
it  suddenly  changes  its  mind  (for  I  feel  as  if  looking  at  some 
vast  monster  since  it  began  its  heavenward  rise),  as  if  it  saw 
me,  and  flies  off  at  a  tangent  to  the  east — from  the  sea  it  has 
been  pragressing  from  south  to  north — doAvn  and  up  a  flat* 
sided  gulley  to  my  peak^  amalgamating  itself  with  the  partially 
demoljslied  turret  and  disjointed  brickwork  that  can  but 
^crimply  contain  itself,  the  rocky  space  is  so  small  and  uneven- 
Then  it  sweeps  away  from  me  mth  a  dive  below  the  projecting 
crag  where  the  eyes  can  but  strain  themselves  after  it,  till 
the  gorge  of  a  black  ra\ine  has  been  met,  when  its  height, 
which  has  been  gradually  decreasing  since  it  began  its 
vagaries,  is  somewhat  increased,  and  lasts  only  so  long  as  it 
has  had  time  to  traverse  the  bottom  and  begin  another  abrupt 
flexure.  There  it  contracts  its  bulk  as  it  scales  hnpetuously 
one  peak  more  eloud-riftiug  than  the  one  I  am"  in  possession  o^ 
dotting  little  square  towers  closely  together  where  the  passes 
between  the  rough  steep  mountains  might  be  accessible; 
which  it  no  sooner  accomplishes  tlian  it  is  flung  wildly  again 
down  the  concave  spine  of  the  slippery  mountain,  only  to  be 
thrust  up  an  adjoining  one. 

And  thus  it  cuntumes  to  wander  for  miles  and  noiles, 
retreating  and  advancing,  bending  up  and  doubling  down, 
now  lost  altogether,  now  starting  at  once  from  the  side  of  a 
cliff  which  it  has  wound  itself  round,  in  a  manner  almost 


mt' 


A  WONDETtFUL   STRUCTURE. 


surpassing  belief,  i>lanting  tiny  square  towers  closely  together 
where  the  clefts  and  passes  between  the  rough  steep  moun- 
tains indicate  a  possibility  of  their  being  pmcticable;  and 
throwing  out  one,  two,  or  even  three  additional  barnei's  or  m- 
mifications  to  aid  that  in  front  across  tliose  constricted  valleys 
where  a  few  men  might  be  aV>le  to  scramble ;  posting  odd 
turrets  in  the  strangest  places  where  the  wall  zigzags  to  and 
fi-o,  and  erecting  castellated  towers  on  the  spiked  points  of 
tlie  lordly  mountains^  like  aerial  donjon -keeps  of  the  feudal 
ages.  More  wonderful  and  Cyclopean  is  it  to  behold,  eveir 
fiTDm  my  eyrie  in  mid  heaven^  than  the  ancient  castles  of  the 
Pelasgi  could  have  been  to  the  credulous  Greeks- 

As  a  general  rule,  however,  it  does  not  always  mount  the 
grandest  peaks,  but  only  here  and  thei*e,  for  some  eccentric 
and  not  veiy  obvious  reason  of  the  architects;  standing  gene- 
rally outside,  and  a  few  feet  below,  rather  than  above  the  very 
topmost  pinnacles  of  the  mountains  it  overi'uns.  So  much 
for  the  general  outline  and  direction  of  the  colossal  monn- 
ment,  as  I  have  anxiously  sought  to  trace  it  from  its  origin 
away  on  the  tempest-beaten  shore  up  to  my  retreat;  and 
from  thence  as  it  goes  away  bounding  magnificently  uphill 
and  down  dale,  gi^^ing  one  the  idea  of  an  exciting  steeple- 
chase, with  tower  after  tower  flying  up  into  the  unclouded 
sky, — ^like  the  body  of  a  rider  when  his  horse  is  clearing  a 
Succession  of  stiff  fences  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  field, — 
until  it  has  vanislied  among  the  multitudinous  grey  moun- 
tain summits  that  i*ecede  into  blue  space, 
:  Now  for  the  scanty  details  that  I  contrive^  to  put  to* 
gether  on  my  way  from  the  town. 

At  Slian-hai  Kwan,  I  noticed  that  the  arch  passed  under  was 
propped  up  by  a  timber  framework,  and  looked  unsafe;  and 
when  I  walked  along  through  the  fields  adjoining  the  town 
— where  tlie  wall  is  exactly  the  same  in  constructiorL,  height, 
and  width  as  that  of  the  town  itself,  though  veiy  much 
older  looking — I  saw  the  marks  of  many  recent  repairs  on 
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the  oTitskle,  as  if  the  main tai  nance  pf  it  in  a  respectable^  if 
not  a  defensible,  condition  was  believed  to  be  still  of  some 
moment  to  the  I'eputation  and  safety  of  the  Custom-house 
city.  In  all  respects,  on  tlie  plain,  it  differs  little^  if  anything, 
from  the  ordinaiy  enclos^ing  walls  of  Northeni  Chinese 
towns;  and  if  anyone  could  imagine  such  a  defence  stretch- 
in^f  out  in  an  almost  strai«jht  line  for  ei^ht  or  nhie  miles, 
he  would  have  some  idea  of  the  Great  Wall  on  the  lowland, 
as  it  yet  frowns  towards  Mantchuria* 

I  have  remarked  that  at  little  more  than  a  mile  or  so 
on  this  side  of  the  '  K  wan '  it  was  ruinous  in  more  places 
than  one,  and  that  there  was  no  s^yniptoin  of  itii  having  been 
otherwise  than  neglected  in  this  part  for  many  generations. 
Its  occupation  there  was  gone — the  enemy  it  hud  awed  and 
challenged  without  was  now,  for  two  hundred  and  eighteen 
years,  witliin;  and  the  only  purpose  it  served  was  diverting 
nipe  produce  of  the  two  countries  through  the  gates  of  the 
RnlKsea  barrier,  where  taxes  might  be  levied,  and  goods  and 
passengers  scrutitiised. 

At  the  town,  and  until  it  nears  the  hills,  its  total  height 
may  range  fi'om  thirty  to  forty  feet,  including  five  or  six 
feet  for  a  crenelated  parapet  on  the  eastern  side;  and  the 
width  of  its  rampart  twenty  or  twenty-five  teet  at  most; 
while  the  eye  delighting  towers  are  about  ten  feet  higher 
than  the  parapet,  are  at  the  base  thirty  or  forty  fec^t  square, 
gradually  narTOwing  as  they  ascend,  and  are  from  one 
hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  yards  apart.  They,  with 
the  walls,  have  been  admirably  built  to  withstond  the  devas- 
tations of  ages  of  exposure  in  such  a  climate.  The  base- 
ment or  foundation  for  the  whole  is  widely  and  compactly 
fonned  for  bearing  the  weight  of  such  a  load  of  matter,  by 
impjerishable  granite  blocks  imposed  on  each  other  to  an 
elevation  of  six  or  eight  feet  from  the  ground*  On  this  the 
body  of  the  building  is  reared,  consisting  of  an  internal 
bank  of  earth  tightly  rammed  and  packed,  and  encased  in  a 
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sloping  brick  shell  of  no  gi*eat  thickiH^ss,  embedded  very 
firmly  in  mortar  of  great  apparent  strength  and  hardness 
—consisting,  so  tar  as  I  can  judge^  of  a  large  proportion  of 
remarkably  white  lime,  similar  to  the  chimam  of  India, 
mixed  with  sand  and  pebbles  in  very  small  qnantity.  The 
courses  of  the  brickwork  were  regular  and  well  pointed, 
and  in  working  up  the  wall  the  observer  could  scarcely  full 
to  notice  that  it  had  only  been  laid  in  layers  six  or  eight  fret 
deep  at  a  time ;  leading  him  to  suppose  that  the  buildei-s  had 
Ijeen  fuUy  alive  to  the  necessity  of  allowing  one  part  to 
settle  down  and  solidify  before  building  any  higher,  in  ortler 
to  prevent  dispkeidment  and  speedy  demolition  from  prema- 
ture shrinking. 

The  bricks  are  of  the  usual  large  description  employed  in 
the  city  walls  of  this  part  of  China,  and  are  sharp  and 
evenly  moulded,  measuring  nine  inches  in  length,  four  and 
a  half  in  width,  and  two  and  a  half  in  thickness — much  less 
in  size,  certainly,  than  those  of  some  of  the  smaller  pym- 
mids  of  Egypt— as  in  that  of  Howara,  tor  instance,  the 
bricks  of  which  measure  seventeen  and  a  half  inches  long  by 
eight  and  three-quarters  in  width,  and  five-and-a-half  inches 
thick.  They  seem  very  harel  and  tough,  and  appear  to  be 
made  of  a  light  sandy  clay,  thoroughly  well  tempered,  ^'ith 
a  good  number  of  quartz  chip^  in  their  substance,  but 
whether  i)urposely  or  accidentally  introduced  it  would  be 
unsafe  to  say.  From  their  colour  and  consistency,  I  am  in- 
clined to  believe  that  they  have  been  slowly  burnt  in  kilns 
supplied  with  an  insufficiency  of  air,  by  which  the  smoul- 
deling  heat  and  smoke  of  the  wood  or  straw  used  to  bake 
them  has  imparted  to  the  clay  the  characterii^tic  bluish-grey 
or  dark  slate  colour  they  now  wear. 

Did  the  tmveller  penetrate  along  its  course  no  farther 
than  from  the  sea  to  the  town,  lie  would  be  apt  to  conclude 
that  the  myriad  li  wall  was  the  same  in  ai^e  and  preserv^ation 
throughout  its  erratic  incurvations,  angles,  and  Pegasusdike 
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flight  over  the  Chinese  Grampians,  and  would  begin  to 
Ciilculate  and  theorise  accordingly*  I  should,  I  fear,  have 
done  so,  its  appearance  from  below  is  so  deceptive^  had  I  not 
climbed  to  the  vertex  of  the  stateliest  peak  on  which  there  is 
a  tower,  and  been  made  aware  of  the  difterence. 

Whenever  the  wall  begins  to  seek  the  mountains  it  becomes 
less  in  bulk  and  more  decrepid*  The  height  is  reduced;  the 
breadth  of  rampart  melts  away;  the  vigilant  and  stem  towei*3 
sink  into  very  mediocre  stature,  and  their  adamantine  sides 
collapse  into  most  modest  proportions;  so  that  the  Great  Wall 
on  the  dangerous  plain  is  not  the  Great  Wall  on  the  impregna- 
ble heights.  The  tuwer  uii  which  I  am  seated,  registering  these 
notes,  is  a  little  less  than  six  teet  st^uarej  and  occupies  eveiy 
available  inch  of  the  cliflfs  crown.  What  its  altitude  may 
have  been  I  cannot  be  certainj  for  either  from  decay,  lightning- 
stroke,  or  thunder<bolt,  or  the  hurricanes  of  winter,  de- 
struction has  swept  it  down  to  ivithin  eight  feet  of  the  base. 
It  is,  or  has  been,  built  of  brick,  but  the  rampart,  diverging 
from  it|  which  is  no  more  than  eight  feet  in  \\idth,  is  of  the 
unhewn  loose  stones  lying  in  such  abundance  evei'y where 
alx)ut,  and  bound  together  with  the  same  hard  cement  as 
that  used  for  the  bricks*  In  many  places  among  the  hills 
this  wall  of  stones  is  thmwn  down,  or  rased  to  the  naked 
rock,  and  nothing  denotes  its  existence  or  the  Une  of  its 
ambitious  career,  save  little  collections  of  rubble  or  a  thm 
ridge  of  stones  marking  its  basement  breadth. 

Nowhere  here  can  I  detect  tlie  slightest  semblance  of  a 
parapet  J  indeed,  from  the  appearance  of  the  best  presei-ved 
portions,  there  df^es  not  seem  any  likeliliood  of  the  barrier 
among  the  mountains  ever  lumng  had  such  an  addition,  or 
ever  being  anything  else  but  a  strong  stone  wall,  furnished 
only  with  turrets  at  unequal  intervals  for  its  defence.  These 
tiirret%from  the  manner  and  the  excellent  materials  of  wliich 
they  are  built,  are  nearly  all  in  an  admirable  condition,  and 
ltx*k  as  if  the}^  liad  not  been  many  years  from  the  hands  of 
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the  builder;  but  my  pervading  idea  in  surveying  all  the 
extensive  Avork  that  now  comes  within  my  range  of  \dsion,  is 
that  of  desolation  anddecay;  the  more  salient  and  bi^oad  features 
of  the  fabric  alone  standing — as  they  will  do  for  many,  many 
centuries  to  come — to  commemorate  an  em  in  Chinese  history', 
and  the  Herculean  ettbrts  of  a  great  nation  in  bj^egone  ages  to 
preserve  itself  from  invasion  and  subjection. 

Such  is  the  Great  Wall  at,  and  near,  the  Eastern  Sea,  To 
the  north  and  westward,  however,  it  must  have  been  con- 
structed on  a  grander  and  more  substantial  scale,  if  the 
accounts  of  visitors  in  that  direi-tion  are  to  be  credited;  and 
may  have  been  kept  in  repair  from  time  to  time,  w^hen  this 
portion  of  the  unassailable  mountaindine  has  been  allowed  to 
stand  or  fall  as  it  might  chance,  without  the  needful  inter- 
vention  of  those  for  whom  it  had  been  erected.  Some  of 
these  accounts,  notwithstanding,  are  doubtful  enough,  and, 
to  say  the  least  of  them,  rather  overdnn\Ti,  For  example 
the  Jesuit  Missionary,  Kircher,  says: — 

. '  This  work  is  so  wondmus  strong,  that  it  is  for  the  greatest 
part  a  source  of  admiration  to  this  day  j  for,  through  the 
many  vicissitudes  of  the  empire,  changes  of  dynasties, 
batteries  and  assaults,  not  only  of  the  enemy,  but  of  violent 
t tempests,  deluges  of  rain,  shaking  ivinds  and  wearing  weather, 
yet  it  discovers  no  signs  of  demolishment,  rior  is  it  cmeked 
or  crazed  with  age,  but  appears  almost  as  in  its  first  strength, 
greatness,  and  beauty;  and  well  it  may  be,  for  whose  solidity 
whole  mountains,  by  rii)ping  up  their  rocky  bowels  for 
stones,  were  levelled,  and  vast  deserts,  buried  with  deep  and 
swallowing  sand,  were  swept  clean  to  the  firm  ground-' 

A  statement  that  does  not  tally  with  what  is  to  be  found 
here.  The  more  trustworthy  Father  Ger billon  had  such 
exaggerations  in  his  mind  when  he  declaits  that '  it  is,  indeed, 
one  of  the  most  surprising  and  extmordinary  works  in  the 
world;  yet  it  cannot  be  denied  that  those  travellers  who  have 
mentioned  it  have  over-magnified  it,  imagining,  no  doubt. 
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that  it  was  in  its  whole  extent  the  same  as  they  saw  it  in  those 
parts  nearest  Peking,  or  at  certain  of  the  most  important 
passes,  wher&it  isj  indeed,  very  strong  and  well-built,  as  also 
very  high  and  thick/ 

Still,  in  spite  of  all  tliese  little  inaccuracies,  for  the  age  in 
which  it  was  designed  and  executed,  it  is  beyond  belief  a 
great  conception — an  entei*prise  that  makes  one  feel  astonished 
by  the  immensity  of  its  extent.  Even  to  a  Westerner, 
who  has  seen  some  of  the  triumphs  of  nineteenth  century 
engineering,  and  undertakings  such  as  the  old  world  never 
cU'eamt  of,  it  seems  all  but  impossible  that  any  people  could 
set  themselves  down  to  the  perfjrmance  of  so  monstrous  a 
difficulty.  There  is  no  great  amount  of  skill;  there  is  little, 
if  anything,  of  ingenuity  displayed  in  its  erection,  so  far  as  I 
can  see;  but  there  is  work— there  is  labour  for  giants — in 
the  structure,  and  this  character  appears  in  evei'j^  brick  that 
goes  to  make  up  the  solid  outline  of  its  towers.  T!ie  latter 
are  only  within  the  scope  of  the  most  practised  climber,  and 
intrude  themselves  so  menacingly  into  the  upper  world,  that 
one  almost  expects  to  see  them  thronged  by  rebellious  Titans 
aspiring  to  make  Avar  with  Heaven, 

In  every  stone  of  that  rampart  embankment  that  embraces 
with  a  petrous  girdle  the  confines  of  far  off  Cathiiy,  there  is 
a  tide  of  toil  and  fatigue  such  as,  perhaps,  the  modern  world 
never  knew,  silently  told  in  the  computed  one  thousand  two 
hundi-ed  and  fifty  miles  of  the  count rj%  from  east  to  west, 
over  which  it  wandei^s, 

Sui-ely  the  king  and  the  people  who  lived  a  little  more 
than  two  thousand  years  ago;  who  have  left  their  memories 
and  their  autogi-aphs  written  in  such  a  bold  hand  over  such 
a  great  tract  of  the  world's  uneven  surface ;  and  who  have 
submitted  to  the  scrutiny  and  criticism  of  innumerable  gene- 
rations such  an  astounding  trophy  of  human  industiy  and 
patience,  were  very  different  men  to  those  of  the  present 
day,  and  had  vcrj'  much  higher  incentives  to  the  achievement 
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of  greatness  and  the  maintenance  of  national  independ- 
ence, than  the  apathetic  fratricides  and  blasphemous  robbers 
of  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-one  ! 

It  is  true  that  a  diversity  of  opinions  exists,  both  among 
Europeans  and  Chinese,  as  to  the  public  and  private  character 
of  the  prince  under  whose  auspices  the  Great  Wall  was 
built,  and  the  motives  that  swayed  him  in  this,  as  in  other 
acts ;  and  there  is  much  difficulty  in  acquiring  any  reliable 
information  that  might  lead  us  to  look  with  favourable  eyes 
on  the  career  of  such  a  despotic  Eastern  potentate.  He 
appears  to  have  had — like  other  monarchs  who  might  be 
selected  from  the  annals  of  the  world — a  mixture  of  good 
and  bad  qualities ;  but,  for  a  Chinese  emperor,  the  good 
probably  more  than  compensated  for  the  bad. 
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CHAPTER  XVIII. 

HISTORY   OP   THE   GREAT  WALL  OP  CHINA  —  ITS   CHARACTER  AS  A  WORTHT 
NATIONAL  TROFHr  COMPARED  WITH  SOME    OTHER    WORKS   OP    ANTIQUITY 

A   HOT   DESCENT   AND   A   LOST    OUTLET PEARPUL    MIDDAY   HEAT  — 

IMPENDING   SUNSTROKE   AND   ITS   SENSATIONS  —  A  HARD  DAY's  STRUGGLE 

MERCIPUL      FOUNTAINS A   HAPPY     RESURRKCTION     AND     FRIENDLY 

PEASANTRY. 

VJ'OW  that  I  have  got  thus  far  into  the  bowels  of  the  Celes- 
-^y  tial  land,  and  have  carefully  observed  its  greatest  marvel, 
let  me  brush  away  the  cobwebs  and  dust  that  shroud  its 
paternity,  and  glean  all  the  information  respecting  it,  here 
accessible ;  for  I  am  bound  to  acknowledge  that  I  can  hardly 
agree  with  those  who  assert  that  the  erection  of  such  a  safe- 
guard, by  a  peaceable  and  rather  timid  people,  was  the  whim 
of  a  tyrant,  and  the  gravest  act  of  despotism,  as  well  as  of 
folly,  that  an  autocrat  could  be  guilty  of. 

Chinese  history  is  abstruse  and  oftentimes  perplexing,  but 
I  will  consult  only  the  best  authorities. 

It  is  known  that,  for  many  centuries  before  the  Christian 
era,  China  was  divided  into  a  number  of  feudal  states,  in 
something  the  same  way  that  Europe  was  twelve  or  thirteen 
hundred  years  ago,  and  that  the  same  amount  of  turbulence 
and  disputation  was  prevalent  among  the  chiefs  or  princes 
that  we  find  recorded  in  Western  histoiy.  The  number  and 
power  of  these  states  was  in  proportion  to  the  physical 
strength  and  political  influence,  or  the  weakness  and  temerity 
of  the  reigning  monarch,  who  might  sometimes  be  able  to 
reduce  them  to  complete  subordination,  and  at  other  times 
rule  only  by  their  suflferance. 

Under  the  Chow  dynasty,  which  terminated  in  B.C.  249, 
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having  lasted  for  873  3'ears,^ — ^the  longest  period  of  any  mgn 
mentioned  in  history, — the  feudal  house  or  state  of  Tsinjin 
the  North-west,  had  long  heen  the  most  formidable  from 
the  bold  and  arrogant  cliaracter  of  its  princes,  its  extent  of 
territoiy,  and  the  number  of  retainers  it  could  send  into  the 
field. 

One  of  these  leaders,  Cliau-Siang  Wang,  carried  his  en- 
croachments into  the  acknowledged  iinperiid  possessions,  and 
compelled  the  sovereign,  Tungchau  Kiun^  the  last  of  the 
line,  to  humble  himself  at  his  feet,  and  surrender  his  cmiiVTi ; 
then  content  witli  what  he  had  effected,  he  deputed  his  son 
to  finish  the  woi*k  and  reap  the  reward*  As  brave  and 
politic,  or  as  cumiing  as  his  parent,  the  son  was  not  long- 
in  reducing  the  six  states,  which  then  formed  the  bulk  of  the 
empire,  and  in  bending  them  to  his  sway  ;  and  the  better  to 
prevent  their  ever  becoming  again  a  source  of  trouble  or 
uneasiness,  he  divided  them  into  thirty -six  provinces,  prin- 
cipalities or  *-  keun,'  which  he  placed  in  the  hands  of  respon- 
sible govemoi^.  He  at  the  same  time  sought  to  establish 
his  authority,  and  i*econcile  his  subjects  to  their  change  of 
rulers,  by  reforming  abuses  that  had  existed  in  the  late 
government,  and  by  remedying  as  far  as  he  could  the 
injurious  efft^cts  of  the  feudal  usages.  He  made  progresses 
and  inspections  in  great  state  throughout  his  dominions,  to 
ascertain  that  his  orders  were  obeyed,  and  tliat  no  injustice 
was  done  to  the  people.  Moreover,  he  fuHhered  their 
interests  and  welfare  by  opening  canals  and  public  roads  to 
promote  intereourse  and  trade  over  the  countiy,  by  sujjerin- 
tending  and  aiding  the  building  of  public  edifices  and  other 
works,  and  by  enlarging  and  impro\nng  the  cities  and  to^viis, 
until  he  had  consoUdated  the  empire  into  one  great  nation- 
He  took  the  title  of  Tche -hwangti,  or  first  emperor  of  the 
Ta  Tsin,  or  Great  Tsin  dynasty — from  which  name  the 
people  of  the  West  are  supposed  to  have  derived  the  terai 
China,   and   not    fi*om   the   mongrel    Chin-Chin^   the   semi- 
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Anglicised  welcomej  or  'how  d'ye  do/  that  amateur  philo- 
logists—  fresh  arrivals  in  the  land  — are  ready  to  declare 
is  the  origin  of  the  popular  appellution. 

So  successful  and  rapid  \vi\s  the  advancement  of  the 
empire^  and  such  histre  did  the  rule  of  this  emperor  bring 
upon  it,  that  he  has  been  styled  the  Napoleon  of  Cliina, 
One  Eumpean  historian,  Klaproth,  has  conferred  on  him 
high  pi^aise  as  a  man  of  ivisdom  and  resolution  ;  but  the 
native  annolists,  for  some  reasons,  abhor  his  name  and  his 
reign.  Perhaps  one  of  these  reasons  arose  from  liis  having 
built  an  immense  palace,  or  collection  of  j>alaces,  adjoining 
each  other^  at  the  new  capital  he  had  founded,  in  imitation 
of  those  of  the  princes  whom  he  had  overcome ;  and  to  the 
apartments  of  this  residence  he  commanded  that  all  the 
valuable  fittings  and  furniture  belonging  to  the  originals, 
with  all  the  people  who  inhabited  them,  slioidd  bo  brought, 
and  that  ever)  thing  should  be  axranged  as  it  had  been  in 
tlie  diiferent  dwellings. 

This  was  certainly  a  very  mild  act  of  tyranny,  after  wliat 
the  historical  student  has  been  told  about  some  of  the  despots 
of  other  nations ;  but  his  next  recorded  deed  of  shame,  if 
true  (for  some  believe  it  to  be  a  fable  to  ser\e  the  ends  of 
certain  Chinese  historians),  was  undoubtedly  a  very  heinous 
and  barbarous  one  j  for^  through  insatiable  vanity  in  desiring 
to  be  considered  by  succeeding  genemtions  the  first  emperor 
of  the  Chinese  i*ace — or,  as  others  say,  at  the  instigation  of 
a  worthless  minister  —  he  ordered  the  destruction  of  all  the 
histories  and  classics  extant,  not  even  sparing  the  labours  of 
the  idolised  Confucius  and  Mencius,  oidy  exempting  for 
some  stmnge  reason  the  books  on  law  and  physic*  To  be 
certain  that  no  copy  should  be  i^cproduced,  nor  any  account 
of  his  rash  action  transmitted  to  posterity,  he  caused  all  the 
scholai's  and  learned  men,  to  the  number  of  four  hundred 
and  sixtys  to  be  thrown  into  pits  or  buried  alive.  But  as  a 
set-off  against  these  registered  cruelties  and  despotic  whims, 
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he  viiliantly  encountered  the  Tartars,  who  were  then  the 
terror  of  the  Chinese,  as  they  were  subsequently  that  of  the 
civilised  nations  of  the  West,  and  drove  them  out  of  the 
country  beyond  the  frontiers,  into  the  steppes  and  wilds  of 
Mongolia. 

These  Mongol  Tartai^,  northern  erratic  tribes,  wandering 
nations,    '  Huen-hoo '   or  clamorous    slaves,  or    ^  Hoo-yin/ 
for  by  all  these  names  4hey  have  been  called  at  various  times 
— were  as  intractable,  as  wild,  and  as  great  scourges  to  the  fl 
Chinese  of  these  and  later  days,  as  were  the  Caledonii  and 
Ma^toe  to  the  Romims,  or  the  Picts,  Scot^,  and  Attacotti  to 
the  Britons ;  figuring,  m  they  do,  in  ahnost  everj-  page  of 
Chinese  history,  because  of  the  excesses  they  committed,  and 
keepmg  the  harmless  inhabitants   of' the   border  provinces 
harassed  and  poor;  while  the  unsettled  population  on  the 
skirts  of  the  frontier,  driven  fi^m  their  homes^  and  plun- 
dered by  these  pastoral  warriors,  were  obliged  from  necessity, 
or  perhaps  choice,  to  perpetrate  all  sorts  of  depredations  to 
ward  off  stai-vation :  for  we  all  know  tha 
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*Near  a  border  frontier  in  the  time  of  war. 
There 's  ne'er  a  man  but  he  *s  a  freebooter.* 


The  estimation  in  whieh  the  Mongols  were  held  by  the 
Cliinese  may  be  gleaned  from  the  fiict^  tliat  a  geneml,  who 
is  immuitalised  for  having  invented  hair-pencils,  wjts  des- 
patched with  300,000  troops  to  reduce  the  Iluen-hoo, 
and  to  expel  them  fi-om  the  coontiy;  after  which  Hwangti 
caused  all  the  large  towns  to  be  enclosed  within  walls,  and 
to  keep  the  invadem  for  ever  beyond  the  boundary,  and  stop 
their  disastrous  incursions,  he  conceived  the  idea  of  extend- 
ing and  uniting  the  walls  which  the  princes  of  the  northern 
states  had  before  built  to  protect  their  kingdoms^  into  one 
grand  wall  stretcliing  around  the  land  fmm  the  sea  t*>  the 
desert-  The  great  baiTier  was  begun  and  successftiUy 
completed  in  ten  years  ;    during    which    time,    however, 
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had   died;   and   his 


soBj  uiiable  to  I'epresa 
the  machiiiations  of  the  feudal  chiefs,  who  had  again  ac- 
quired strength,  was  deposed  and  supplanted  by  a  soldier 
of  fortune,  who  began  the  celebrat*;d  Han  dynasty^ 

One  accouDt  states  that  the  realisation  of  the  magnificent 
conception  of  Hwangti  was  accomplished  in  five  yeai*s,  by 
majiy  millions  of  labourers,  and  that  three  men  out  of 
every  ten  were  impressed  for  the  task;  others  say  that  it 
cost  200,000  lives  from  exhaustion  and  fatigue.  But  the 
ten  years  is  more  probably  nearer  the  truth,  and  the  fact 
of  its  being  continued  and  finished  after  the  death  of  the 
originator,  and  the  extinction  of  Iiis  family,  goes  far  to 
prove  '  that  this  mode  of  protecting  the  empire  from  the 
fierce  savages  commended  itself  to  the  nation  at  large, 
which  joined  heartily  in  it^  and  that  this  stupendous  work 
was  not  forced  out  of  the  labour  of  unwilling  subjects*^* 

The  fiict  of  its  being  thrown  over  a  vast  natural  barrier, 
by  which  an  enormous  amount  of  toil  was  required  beyond 
that  necessary  had  it  been  buUt  on  the  plain,  furnishes 
additional  proof  of  the  almost  supematuml  drea-d  which 
influenced  the  builders,  and  the  daring  attributes  with 
which  they  invested  the  predatory  nomads.  The  latter 
would  have  laughed  at  a  wall  on  the  low  countiy,  when 
defended  by  unwarlike  Chinese.  Indeed,  it  is  related  that 
the  Mantchus  once  entered  China  by  the  momitains  on 
the  east,  *  having  amused  the  numerous  garrisons  of  the 
forts  (on  the  Wall),  by  which  alone  the  Chinese  thought 
it  possible  to  pass;  then  the  Tartars  left  their  tents  and 
baggage  over  against  the  intrenchments  (at  the  forts)  as 
though  they  intended  to  force  a  jiassage  through  j  but  they 
secretly  marched  in  the  night  over  the  hills,  and  surprised  a 
city  at  the  foot  of  tJiem  called  Chang-ping  chewJf 

Taking  history^  and  the  api>earance  of   the  strong  line 
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of  circuinvallation  together,  one  is  prampted  to  believe 
that  the  Great  Wall  of  China  is  fer  more  likely  to  have 
been  the  cheri.shed  desire  of  the  people,  than  the  odd  fancy 
of  a  cruel  king — a  noble  effort  towards  self-preservation 
rather  than  a  monstrous  freak  of  tj^nnny.  Though  it  was 
impotent  against  such  intrepid  barbarians — the  object  being 
frustrated  by  cmtt  on  their  pait,  and  faction  quarrels  on 
that  of  the  Chinese — the  intention  remains,  and  its  reali- 
sation is  unquestionably  one  of  the  wondei's  of  the  world. 

We  must  not  forget  that  the  militaiy  Romans  did  not 
disdain  tlie  services  to  be  derived  from  stone  walls  when 
fighting  witli  savages,  or  stri\'ing  to  keep  tliem  within  bounds. 
Agi'icola,  about  two  hundred  years  after  the  Chinese  had 
completed  their  huge  i-ampart,  threw  up  a  ctiain  of  forts 
between  the  estuaries  of  the  Forth  and  the  Clyde,  to  check 
the  indomitable  Caledonians  ;  which  ibrts  were  aftenvards 
renewed  and  connected  with  each  other  by  a  great  bank 
of  earth,  under  the  superintendence  of  LoUius  Urbicus. 
Also,  the  Empemr  Hadrian  found  it  incumbent  on  him  to 
erect  a  monstrous  fortification  of  towers  and  stone  wall 
of  seventy  miles  in  length,  between  tlie  Solway  and  the 
Tyne,  as  well  as  others  on  the  threatened  frontiei^s  of 
Germany. 

-The  Chinese  wall  was  probably  about  as  useful  to  the 
frightened  Chinese  as  was  the  Roman  wall  to  the  helpless 
Britons;  for  when  the  eagles  of  the  disciplined  Roman  legions 
had  disappeared  in  haste  to  meet  barbarian  holies  at  home, 
the  pei-petual  surge  that  had  been  iacessantly  beating  at  its 
base,  and  sometimes,  even  ivith  the  hardy  tramed  l>ands  on 
the  top,  breaking  over  it,  the  torrent  of  Picts  and  Scots 
burst  beyond  it  into  the  guarded  territ^iy, 

^  Throwing  up  hooks,  they  pulled  the  Britons  dovra  from 
the  top  of  their  wall,  and  slew  them^  and  then  passing  the 
wall,  they  destroyed  the  cities  and  murdered  the  inha- 
bitants/ 
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Nothuig  but  the  firmness  and  militiiry  prowess  of  the 
BHAans  could  guard  the  southern  division  of  Britain  from 
the  fiery  invaders  who  rushed  fmm  their  unconquered  wilds ; 
and  this  discipline  and  finnness  the  sons  of  Han  did  not  seem 
to  possess. 

From  the  ninth  year  of  the  dynasty  succeeding  the  Great 
Tsin,  the  Tartars  again  began  to  disturb  the  country,  and 
to  appease  them — as  the  Roman  governor  of  Britain,  Virius 
I.upus^  was  obliged  to  buy  over  the  turbulent  tribes  ivith 
gold — the  daughters  of  the  emperor  were  given  in  marriage 
to  the  Tartar  kin;ifs<  *  From  this  day/  wi'ites  the  native  re* 
corder,  '  China  lost  her  honour  and  respectability,  and  the 
disgrace  brought  upon  her  was  never  greater/  The  chief 
minister  of  state,  through  whose  fears  and  mshes  this 
detested  measure  was  brought  about,  excused  himself  by 
saying  that  the  Tartars  were  such  barbarians  it  was  im- 
possible to  reason  with  them ;  moreover,  as  they  had  no 
permanent  habitations,  it  was  extremely  difficult  to  carry 
on  war  mth  them.  They  were  here  to-day,  and  a  month 
hence  Imndreds  of  miles  distant,* 

And  well  the  men  of  the  middle  knigdom  might  dixiad 
the  almost  mvincible  savages — who  afterwai'ds,  as  Mongols 
and  Mantchus,  ruled  portions,  and  then  the  whole  of  the 
empire^  and  finding  stone  walls  along  an  immense  frontier 
inadequate  for  their  protection,  began  trying  these  political 
blandishments.  The  invadei's  would  have  infused  a  gfjod 
deal  of  awe  into  any  nation  had  they  murdered  its  king, 
und  then  made  a  drinking  cup  of  his  head,  as  it  is  written 
they  served  a  Chinese  monai^ch  who  liad  fallen  into  their  hands. 

I  have  experienced  very  dliferent  sensations  of  wonder 
and  admiration,  wlien  endeavouring  thus  to  follow  out  the 
aim  and  construction  of  the  Ta-Tsin  Wall,  than  would 
have  been  produced  had  I  stood  before  those  melancholy 
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evidences  of  despotism  that  yet  stand  exultiugly  over  the  niins 
of  Memphis — the  unmeaning^  I  had  almost  said  unsightly, 
Pyi^mids  of  Jizeh.  Of  the  lai*gest,  Diodorus  says,  that 
the  unreimtting  labour  of  366,000  men  wm  i*equired  for 
twenty  years,  befoi*c  its  apex  was  reared  alx)ve  the  sandy 
plain ;  and  Pliny  stigmatises  the  whole  m  an  idle  and  foolish 
ostentation  of  royal  wealth.  Chance,  the  latter  liistorian 
adds,  has  most  justly  obliterated  the  remembrance  of  their 
various  founders. 

Even  had  I  now  before  me  that  unmatchable  ruin  of 
antique  regality  and  grandeur,  the  magnificent  amphitheatre 
of  Rome's  best  days — the  Coliseum  of  Vespasian,  I  could 
not  help  reflecting  that  its  magnificence  and  grandeur  was 
wrung^  in  one  year,  out  of  the  compulsoiy  toil  of  12,000 
Jews  and  Christians ;  that  its  eighty  stately  arcades 
were  designed  to  contain  100,000  spectators  assembled  to 
witness  and  gloat  over  cruelty  in  its  most  depraved  and 
repulsive  form ;  to  see  captives,  slaves,  and  malefactors 
fighting  and  slaying  each  other  in  cold  bloody  for  life  or 
liberty,  and  for  the  gi*atification  of  the  civilised  Romans; 
men  worried  and  torn  by  wild  beasts,  and  the  beasts  hacked 
and  mangled  by  the  men:  that  its  colunmed  walls  had 
echoed  and  re-echoed  the  applauding  shouts,  the  '  Habets  * 
of  the  excited  and  heartless  audience,  when  prisoner  after 
prisoner,  ciiminal  after  criminal,  or  *  slave  after  slave,  as 
might  be — to  whom,  if  not  kiUcd  outright — life  was  yet  dear, 
had  fallen,  covered  with  blood  and  wounds,  before  his  vic- 
torious opponent,  and  his  valueless  jianting  body  lay  waiting 
for  the  finislung  thrust  or  slash,  while  his  fast  glaring  eyes 
ivandered  despemtely  through  the  haze  of  exhaustion  towards 
tlie  blood-thirsty  people  for  the  death-warmnt  or  reprieve — 
the  pollicem  premere^  or  the  pollicem  vertere — the  clenched 
hands  and  upright  thumbs  of  mercy,  or  the  fatal  thumbs 
bent  back  in  disapproval. 

I  might  prefer  this  as  a  national  and  a  more  creditable 
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work,  because  built  with  nobler  iiitentioDB,  and  devoted  to 
a  more  patriotic  purpose*  The  mighty  maze  of  stone  that 
constitutes  the  old  baiiicade  of  China,  though  it  does  not 
boast  of  a  tmce  of  bmuty — save  that  which  accidentally 
k4ongs  to  its  austerely  uniform  towers  and  parapet,  and 
the  wild  sublimity  of  its  situatiou — is  doubtless  preferable  to 
the  vast  details  and  architectural  magnificence  that  glorified 
the  Roman  shambles  for  two  and  a  half  centuries  later  date. 
But  I  have  lingered  too  long  in  my  refuge  among  the 
of  bricksj  bare  8labs  of  rock,  and  ledges  of  crumbling 
rampart-  The  sun  is  getting  higher  and  higher,  and  hurling 
down  with  momentarily  increasing  rage  the  intensest  shower 
of  bmiiing  rays  I  have  yet  been  exposed  to ;  and  an  urgent 
ling  of  thirst  has  been  rapidly  gaining  on  the  pleasurable 
and  reflective  senses  since  the  heat  became  so  great. 

The  sceneiy  around  has  litered  a  go^jd  deal^  too.  The  sea 
at  had  shone  like  a  shield  of  polished  steel  or  silver  but 
a  short  while  ago,  now  seems  a  dense  sheet  of  talc,  from  which 
the  junks  have  been  swept:  the  golden  sand  is  a  ruddy  blaze 
of  flickeruig  fire,  almost  too  powerful  for  the  shaded  eyes. 
Every  tint  has  changed  ;  everj^thing  wears  an  altered  appear- 
ance ;  and  the  far-off  objects  that  I  could  clearly  discern 
when  I  sat  down  barely  an  hour  ago,  arc  now  leaping  and 
quivering  in  a  hazy  tremor  o(  scorching  light- 
Though  late  in  the  morning,  there  is  not  a  single  being  of 
any  description  stirring  in  the  plain  below  me.  The  silence 
d  deathly  stilhiess  everywhere  is  quite  mystifying  when 
one  thinks  of  the  mobs  of  howling  and  worrying  people  that 
beset  us  last  night. 

Surely  they  aumot  live  eternally  witlun  those  wdls,  and 
haunt  for  ever  those  regular  rows  of  houses  I  can  just  see 
the  roofs  of  in  long  lines  mtersecting  each  other,  without 
coming  out  into  the  plain  on  either  side.  Shan-hai  Kwan  is 
there,  like  a  desolate  ghost-ridden  house  that  has  been  to  let 
r  years,  and  which  no  creature  will  venture  near.     The 
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high  i^oad  to,  and  the  high  road  from  it^  stretch  east  and  west 
for  miles,  and  yet  they  are  vacant  by  all  save  the  beating 
rays.  Never  in  daylight  was  such  a  large  piece  of  culti- 
vated countiy,  witli  populous  villages  and  a  closely-packed 
town,  occupied  by  an  industrious  lot  of  inhabitants^  so 
wanting  in  life. 

Up  among  the  clouds  to  the  north-west,  north,  and  north- 
east, soar  the  tops  of  the  granite  hills  in  the  quickening 
glare,  treeless  and  verdureless — thick  as  pins  stuck  in  a 
pin-cushion  by  a  careless  hand — smd  with  all  the  multiforTD 
outlines  of  mountains  com|>osed  of  this  igneous  extrusion 
rising  so  majestically  that  they  look  as  if  tliey  were  carious 
stalactites  hung  or  growing  from  the  vault  of  heaven.  It  is 
only  among  them  that  one  can  discover 

*  The  negligence  of  naturej  wide  and  wild. 

Where  undisguised  bymimie  art  she  spreads 
Unbounded  beautj  to  the  roving  eye/ 

I  am  on  the  most  advanced  of  these  luotiarchs  of  the  world's 
agony.  Tliey  extend  from  far  beyond  Peking,  margining, 
as  it  were,  what  is  called  the  Great  Plain  of  China,  with  tall 
sierras  of  fine-grained,  hard,  and  beautiful  grey  granite,  with 
low  knolls  of  compact  scnii-ciystaUine  limestone,  of  a  bro^vn- 
ish-grey  colour,  exhibiting  thin  veins  of  quaitz  in  its  fracture, 
flanking  these,  with  a  deep  cave  in  one  or  two  places;  and 
are  chiefly  remarkable  for  the  great  uniformity  they  have  pre- 
sented along  the  whole  track,  iji  running  towards  the  road 
from  the  long  mnge  in  spurs  incUnmg  from  north-east  to 
south-west-  This  may  be  said  to  be  the  narrowest  portion 
of  the  rich  alluvial  plain  which  spreads  out  from  this  wall  to 
the  junction  of  the  river  Kan  with  the  Yaugtsz  'Kiang  in 
Kiangsi,  in  latitude  SO*"  north ;  *  for  the  mountains  sepai^ating 
China  from  Mongolia  and  Mantchuria  here  take  a  bend  round 
to  the  eastward,  and  tei-minate  in  the  peak  on  which  this 
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tower  is  situated^  about  eight  miles  from  the  little  headland 
that  carries  the  Great  Wall  into  the  gulf. 

In  the  most  recent  maps  their  heightj  at  this  part,  is  given 
as  four  or  five  thousand  feet^  but  this  is  probably  over- 
estimated, as  my  observations  now  only  place  the  tower  at 
1,556  feet  above  the  level  of  the  town,  and  that  cannot  be 
more  than  200  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  Immediately 
beliind  this,  belongings  in  fact,  to  the  same  mountain,  is 
another  peak  about  twenty  feet  higher  than  the  tower, 
which  looks  almost  ;is  lofty  as  any  of  the  othei*s;  so  that 
at  the  very  utmost  none  of  the  mountains  in  my  vicinity 
caoj  I  think,  exceed  3,000  feet-  To  the  eastward  they 
seem  to  dwindle  do^vn  in  a  veiy  gradual  manner,  tintil 
loBt  in  the  fervent  glitter;  but  to  the  north  they  spreiid 
away  in  limitless  profusion,  and  over  them  bounds  the  ten 
thousand  li  defence,  with  towei^  and  brown  stone  wall, 
like  a  long  narrow  skiff  with  square  sails  rising  and  falling 
on  the  waves  of  a  heavy  sea. 

Holding  on  by  a  thin  ledge  of  roek,  I  can  look  below  and 
mark  the  two  ponies  of  our  mandarin  friends,  no  larger  than 
two  white  dots,  standing  at  the  edge  of  the  fir  clump,  which 
looks  scai^cely  bigger  than  a  gorse  bush,  M.  and  the  prjing 
officials  are  under  its  shelter,  but  I  wave  a  handkerchief, 
nevertheless,  to  let  them  know  that  I  have  gained  the 
mxmnxit ;  and  then  finish  the  bearings,  and  the  measurement 
indicated  by  the  instruments. 

It  is  insufterably  hot,  and  a  mouthful  of  water  would  be 
worth  any  price.  Looking  about,  I  find  a  wet  streak, 
scarcely  more  than  diunp,  on  the  face  of  a  piece  of  rock ; 
this  I  carefully  soak  up  for  a  few  minutes  with  the  end  of  my 
turban,  and  then  keep  the  moist  cloth  in  my  lips  to  allay  the 
liorrid  cmving  ;  but  it  ttistes  very  bitter — for  the  stone  was 
covered  with  a  thin  mossy  coat — and  does  nothing  to  pal- 
liate the  drought.  My  handkerchief  is  wi^apped  around  my 
head  as  an  extra  protection,  and  the  ends  are  allowed  to 
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temples  and  iieckj  but  it  does  not 


crop  down  and  cover 

the  fierceness  of  the  sun> 

ascended  looks  ten  times  more  difficult  for 


I 


nutxgate 

The  way  I 

descent^  and  highly  dangerous,  as  I  can  only  employ  one  fl 
hand  to  clmg  with,  the  other  being  engaged  in  carrying  the  ™ 
inconvenient  barometer,  which  1  nuist  either  leave  behind^ 
or  carry  and  seek  a  more  facile  i*oute  to  the  rear  of  the 
mountain,  from  whence  a  gully  or  I'uvine  may  lead  me  OEt 
to  the  plain. 

Deciding  on  the  latter  course,  I  began  fo  move  down  i^ 
well  as  the  harsh  declivities  and  the  care  necessary  to  pre- 
vent a  downfall^ which  would  have  been  a  most  serious 
affair  here,  as  I  was  alone — woukl  allow  me ;  but  not  before 
I  had  with,  I  hope,  pardonable  vanity,  and  the  licence  of  a 
first  explorer,  scratched  on  the  solid  part  of  the  tower  waD 
in  veiy  ti*ansient  lines,  '  Staveley  Peak,'  as  a  landmark  and 
a  trace  to  any  future  venturer.  The  thin  smooth  soles  of 
my  boots  glanced  off*  the  mossy  slopes  and  ridges  of  the 
living  ix>ck,  as  if  they  had  been  planted  on  sheet  ice,  when  1 
wound  round  on  narrow  crags,  shelves,  and  hair's-breadth 
pmjections  that  would  have  bothered  the  sm-e  eyesight  and 
surer  footfalls  of  the  chmnois — slipping,  tripping,  and  re- 
covering agam,  times  without  end,  until  about  half  way 
doAvn,  when  greater  difficulties  presented  themselves  in  the 
form  of  immense  irregular  masses  of  I'ock — clay  iron-stone 
it  appeared  to  be — strewn  thickly  about,  as  they  had  been 
split,  hurled,  and  rifted  in  great  flakes  and  blocks  by  the 
expansive  force  of  the  moisture  imbibed  during  wet  weathe*, 
and  frozen  much  beyond  its  liquid  bulk  in  the  severe  frosts 
of  winter. 

To  get  over  these  was  both  vexatious  and  injurious;  they 
were  sometimes  so  loose  and  disjointed,  that  no  sooner  liad 
I  put  foot  on  what  was  to  all  appearance  a  trusty  piece,  than 
away  it  would  slide,  crashing  over  the  smaller  fragments^ 
and  throwing  me  ten  or  fifteen  feet  below ;  at  other  times, 
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the  deep  chasms  betiiv^eeu  the  sharp  jagged  edges  would  be 
treacherausly  filled  up,  and  covered  o%'er  by  the  wild  vine 
or  creeping  weeds,  lite  a  masked  troii  de  loup^  so  that  before 
I  could  make  up  my  mind  whether  to  yield  my  weight  to 
it  or  not — so  headlong  was  my  course  at  intei-vals,  I  was 
fairly  trapped^  and  contused  iind  shaken  beyond  all  belief^ 
until  limbs,  body,  and  brain  %vere  alike  paralysed  and 
jumbled  about  by  the  inavertible  collisions.  The  st^m  of 
the  vine,  too,  even  where  the  descent  was  not  bad,  often 
proved  a  regular  gin;  for  lying  concealed  from  view  in 
wily  nooses,  it  inveigled  toe  or  ankle  into  the  mesh,  and  a 
heavy  MX  do^vn wards  was  the  consequence. 

W]ien  I  got  to  the  bottom,  which  must,  with  the  turn- 
ings and  windings,  and  these  bothering  accidents,  have 
been  nearly  two  hours  trom  the  time  I  left  the  peak,  the 
gun  was  above  the  mountain  ridges,  and  a  perfect  globe  of 
incandescent  fii'e  looked  and  felt  as  if  but  a  few  hundred 
yards  above  my  head.  Oh,  how  hot,  how  scorching,  how  heart- 
quickening  and  bmin-melting  was  that  forenoon  sun  at  the 
Great  Wall,  on  the  eleventh  of  July !  Had  all  the  hot  days  I 
ever  encountered  ;  had  all  the  fiery  suns  that  ever  beat  upon 
my  head,  and  struck  their  red-hot  rays  into  my  back,  been  col- 
lected into  that  naiTo\v  shadowless  furnace,  I  could  not  have 
been  more  i|uiekly  conquered,  more  thoroughly  overcome. 

The  feeble  flutter  that  still  moved  in  the  air  when  I 
^as  on  that  tower,  which  no^v  seemed  han":ini2:  at  an  im- 
measurable  elevation  in  the  clouds  of  polished  tin,  had  long 
smce  been  excluded  by  the  giant  rim  of  vertical  racks  that 
intervened  between  me  and  the  plain ;  and  the  reflection — 
quintessence  of  the  sun's  furious  power — from  the  naked  ci-ags 
on  every  side,  had  so  driven  out  or  so  rai^efied  the  lower 
utmosphere,  that  lireathing  became  a  series  of  convulsive 
gasps,  executed  with  an  agonising  effort  only  less  painful 
than  the  outrageous  tliirst  I  endured. 

Resolutely  I  followed  the  ravine  for  about  a  quarter  of  a 
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mile,  I  think,  climbing,  jumping,  and  eagerly  scmmbliiig  over 
the  obstructive  beds  of  debris^  round  to  the  eastward  ;  and 
then,  oh !  how  bitterly  I  was  disappointed,  when  it  ran  to 
the  left,  to  the  north  of  the  base  of  a  scar  cliflF^  instead  of,  as 
I  had  hoped,  to  the  plain  on  the  south !  Like  the  starling  of 
the  Bastille,  I  was  cuged.  I  could  not  get  out;  not  a  single 
chance  remained  for  me  but  to  clamber  up  the  nearest  ■ 
mountain  m  mpidly  as  possible,  and  escape  from  the  unre-fl 
lenting  sun,  that,  like  some  foul  fiend,  crept  more  above  and 
closer  to  me  the  less  I  felt  able  to  resist  it-  A  wild  speciea 
of  determination  suddenly  seized  upon  me,  as  I  strained  my 
eyes  to  measure  the  distance  and  the  quickest  way  to  the 
crest  of  the  heaven-rending  mountains^  A  mad  desperation, 
mental  and  physical,  urged  me  on  to  hurry  recklessly  over 
all  kinds  of  obstacles,  to  struggle  against  precipitous  walls 
of  rock  like  a  maniac,  and  to  tear  blijidly  upwards,  as  if  for 
life,  to  that  summit  which  I  knew  must  overlook  the  plaia^ 
and  which  I  frantically  rebuked  myself  for  ever  losing 
sight  of  on  such  a  fearfully  dangex*ous  day. 

I  can  remember  that  I  many  times  fell  back  from  the 
untriendly  steep  that  denied  me  foothold  or  handhold; 
also  remember  that  I  scaled  the  Great  Wall  where  it 
solitude  bent  over  a  deep  fissure :  that  the  stones  felt  lite 
glowing  coals,  luid  that  I  wondered  if  the  Chinese  had  reared 
it  mider  such  a  liquifying  sun^  when  I  easily  got  down  from  . 
the  top  of  it.  But  I  remember  fai*  better  that,  hand  over* 
hand,  I  got  to  the  top  of  that  weary  mountain^  with  the  per- 
spiration running  through  my  skin  like  water  through  a 
colander,  stupefied  and  exhausted,  with  legs  so  tired  that^ 
though  aching  violently,  they  would  not  obey  nie  further, 
and  mth  feet  cut  and  bruised  through  the  rents  and  gashes 
in  the  flimsy  boots. 

Most  appalling  of  all,  the  honible  sun  had  begun  to  affect 
me  in  an  unusual  and  indescriljable  manner ;  for  in  spite  of 
all  my  conscious  attempts  to  suppress  it,  every  inspinition  I 
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made  was  accompanied  by  an  involuntary  jerking  &igh, 
alarmingly  loiicL  It  sounded  in  my  ears  not  unlike  a  hiccup, 
though  tar  more  distracting^  and  nioi*e  resembling  the  deep 
sigh  of  griefj  perhaps,  than  anything  else  of  the  kind;  and 
with  ttis,  tliere  was  violent  and  tumultuous  beathig  of  the 
heart — ^^its  thumps  dinning  strangely  and  vehemently  in  the 
awful  quiet  of  nature^  as  if  it  would  break  its  way  free ;  and 
there  was  the  bui'sting  throb  of  the  carotid  aiteries,  and  the 
distended  strain  of  the  jugulai's  in  the  neck,  as  if  I  was 
being  effectUEilly  strangled ;  witli  a  faint  blowing  or  ringing 
'm  the  eai'8,  like  the  sound  of  a  far-distant  mlway-whistle. 

iMy  eyes  were  so  heavy  that  vision  became  an  irksome  task, 
hut  yet  they  weie  able  enough  lo  tell  me  that  another  di-eadtul 
range  of  precipices  was  in  front,  instead  of  the  tree  and  cix>p- 
fevered  level  I  had  striven  for;  and  that  another  descent  to  a 
forbidding  valley — it  might  be  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of 
death,  it  glared  so  repulsively  and  yawned  so  demoniacally  in 
the  full  light  of  day — and  another  almost  hopeless  contention 
mth  sLxt^en  hundred  feet  of  upright  stone,  that  stood  a 
mocking  partition  between  me  and  lite,  was  an  inevitable 
trial,  if  escape  from  such  a  den,  sucli  an  inquisitoriiil  torture- 
prison,  was  ever  to  be  effected. 

The  terrifying  stiUness  that  haunted  this  perdulous  six)t 

was  not  among  the  legist  of  my  visitations,  as  I  drop|)ed  down 

on  the  scraggj^  verge,  imagining  that  a  l>rief  rest  would  lull 

or  ameliorate  the  sjinptoms  of  exhaustion  I  laboured  under* 

The  total  al>sence  of  eveiything  animated,  of  everything  that 

would  stinmlate  one  to  exertion,  to  increased  hopefulness,  or 

even  lend  a  transient  gleam  of  life  to  the  deathless  solitude, 

and  convince  the  desipemte  and  all  but  despairing  stranger 

that  he  was  not  entirely  lopped  off  from  the  moving  and 

^  sentient  world,  made  the  most  sedative  and  dismal  impi^es- 

sion  upon  me. 

Presently,  however,  a  gorgeously-enamelled  and  emblazoned 
butterfly  would  lazily  flaunt  its  gaudy  figure  past  me — a 
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brilliiuit  teinptiition  which  I  could  not  have  resisted  at  otker 
times — and  alight  on  some  lichen -coloured  atone  n^rwherel  ■ 
satp  Then  a  hawk  or  a  ialcon  woidd  poise  itself  on  oscillatiiig 
or  fixed  outstretched  mng,  ns  it  scanned  the  crevices  and 
comers  where  prey  might  ))e  found ;  and  anon  a  small  bird's 
note  would  somid  sweetly,  but  soiTowfuUy  low^  far  up  some 
lone  valley.  Even  these  were  companionable  and  eniivening» 
and  for  the  moment  I  felt  tliankful ;  but  more  CTatef ull%^  did 
I  hail  a  thready  streak  of  water  that  just  oozed  from  a  mossy 
filter,  like  a  black  line  down  a  bro^vn  splinter,  within  a  few 
yards  of  me.  The  turban  was  rolled  and  steeped  in  it  until 
it  was  almost  swabbed  diy,  and  then  ^\Tappcd  around  my 
brow,  with  the  end  in  ray  month.  This  served  me  as  a  re- 
servoir for  a  very  limited  period ;  and  though  dmadfull}''  bitter 
the  tepid  water  tasted,  it  moistened  my  parched  mouth  imtil 
I  had  made  another  essay  at  the  hfe  or  deatli  struggle ;  for 
there  was  now  no  shirking  tlie  unwelcome  thouglit  that  I  had 
lost  my  way,  and  that,  if  I  by  a  miracle  managed  to  evade 
sunstroke  or  a  broken  neck,  hunger  and  weakness  would  ben 
slower  but  no  less  malignant  antagonist.  ^^H 

Every  twenty  or  thirty  yards  forced  rae  to  rest  on  some 
projectioUj  or  hang  on  by  my  hands  wlule  I  rallied  for  some  ■ 
seconds ;  and  the  most  wonderful  escapes  from  falls  over  per-  " 
pendicular  cliffs  were  matters  of  ordiufiry  occurrence^  beibre 
I  found  myself  in  a  circular  caldron-like  dell,  wliich  the 
blazing  sun  above  seemed  to  enclose  fix)m  the  world 
without,  as  it  lay  over  its  mouth  like  a  Titanic  dish-cover  of 
burnished  metal.  The  vertical  fire  struck  through  me  as 
lightning  would  have  doiie,  in  that  amphitheatre  in  which 
nothing  \ital  but  salamanders  could  live ;  the  invisible 
elastic  air  felt  like  a  Dead  Sea  of  molten  lead — ^tlie  place  was 
a  pandemonium  of  vivid  incendiarism.  Pluto  might  have 
revelled  in  the  congenial  element  witli  his  court,  where 
everything  seemed  molten  but  the  obdumte  rocks* 

To  reach  the  foot  of  the  mountain  that  I  had  purposed 
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climbingj  was  beyond  my  sti-engtlL  A  vague  notion  that 
shelter  from  the  sun  was  the  sumnmm  bontim  of  existencCj 
and  all  that  1  must  now  seek  for,  took  hold  upon  me;  but 
through  the  glare  and  bhtze  of  midday^  when  the  unde* 
vititing  luminarj%  in  the  gh>iy  of  meridian,  forbade  the  most 
trifling  object  its  attendant  shadow  of  other  liours,  I  could 
see  nothing  but  a  group  of  shrubby  bushes  growing  in  an 
angular  nook;  and  to  them  I  staggered,  giddy  as  a  man^ 
inebriated,  with  that  awful  sense  of  bursting  and  tlirobbing 
from  lieait  to  brain,  that  mysterious  sighing  that  would  not 
cease,  an*l  the  accompiuijnng  darkness  and  tintinnabulary 
ringing  bccomijig  more  and  more  overwhelming. 

Once  or  tmce,  I  think,  I  fell ;  but  recollection,  as  well  as 
vision,  became  obscure.     At  last  I  reached  the  last  hope — 
the  only  balm  now  left  in  Gilead  :   the  miserable  stunted 
himdfiil  of  scrub  seemed  a  heaven -endowed  forest — a  sanc- 
tuary and  a  refiige.     '  Better  a  wee  bush  tlian  nae  bield,' 
says  the   Scottish  pi*overb,  and  never  did  it  receive  such  a 
verification  before.      As  I  sank  through  the  thin  fohage, 
which  was   hardly  broad   enough   to   cover  my  head  and 
breast,  I  felt  water  trickling  about  my  shoulders  ivith  inex- 
pressible coolness,  and  soon  it  flowed  around  my  face  and 
BpLitting  head.     I  had  been  guided  to  a  spiing  of  the  tiniest 
dimensions ;  and  yet,  oh !  how  delicious  was  its  little  musical 
tinkle,  and  its  merciful  temperature,  in  that  fairy  pool — 
scarcely  wider  than  two  hands-breadths — as   I  immersed 
face  and  mouth  in  it,  and  almost  drained  it. 

There  was  a  renewal  of  life  for  a  few  moments;  the  weak 
Ijushes  that  grew  on  the  only  crumb  of  soil  I  had  seen  since 
early  morning,  and  that  slieltered  so  cunnuigly  my  fountain 
of  a  thousand  blessings,  my  unexpected  presenter,  threw 
*>ff  the  hotter  rays,  and  allowed  me  to  breathe  a  little  freer. 
For  a  very  short  time  I  lay  comparatively  Ciisy  in  this  pai-a- 
disc;  for 

*  It  was  a  trniiqall  spot,  that  seemed  to  smile 
Even  in  tLe  lap  of  horror.* 
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But  there  was  so  much  confusion  in  my  head,  such  an  mcon- 
gruous  uiingling  of  ideas  of  the  oddest  description,  that 
memory  does  not  sei've  me  much  further.  A  dm'k  curtaiii 
ap]jeiired  to  be  dmwn  over  everything ;  a  stinging  pain  slid, 
through  my  temples  at  thnes  j  and  I  felt  as  if  the  destroybg 
angel  Azmel  hovered  above  me.  The  daughter  of  mghl  mid 
sleep  had  come  to  woo* me  lovingly;  the  distaff  htid  l>een  laid 
jaside ;  the  wheel  was  about  to  cease  rotating ;  and  the  bkck* 
TObed  Atropos,  whose  trenchant  fangs  were  those  everlasting 
peaks  that  st*x)d  in  grim  grandeur  around  me,  appeared  to 
draw  near  with  the  dreaded  scissors  to  divide  my  scanty 
thread  of  life. 

I  know  not|  nor  can  I  guess,  how  long  I  lay  thus ;  but  H 
could  not  have  been  above  an  hour,  as  the  sun  had  scarcdj", 
to  my  thinking,  stirred,  and  burned  with  its  eiFulgent  lustre 
as  wildly  as  ever*     I  was  conscious  enough  to  appreciate  tbe j 
full  danger  of  my  situation,  and  the  many  chances  1  had  tOJ 
combat  'inth  before  the  evening  should  relieve  me  of  inyj 
implacable  enemy.     Thanks  to  the  perpetual  drip,  drip  o* 
the  water  on  my  head,  and  the  complete  soaking  of  eveqT^ 
part  of  my  body  in  the  petty  flood,  I  had  got  rid  of  the  mo* 
urgent  and   prostrating  sjiiiptoms,   and  could  gather  wts 
enough  to  reason  on  wliat  was  best  to  be  done ;  for  make  one 
more  dash  at  freedom  I  must,  as  my  legs  and  feet,  stuck  all 
this  thne  Ijeyond  the  bushes,  were  almost  broiled  and  b 
numbed,  and   the  wounds   ached  veiy  much — to    such 
degi'ee,  in  fact^  that  I  doubted  if  I  could  stand  at  alL 

When  I  thought  of  the  mistake  I  had  made  in  not  lea\i 
the  troublesome  instruments  at  the  tower,  luid  amviiig  whe 
I  had   parted  from  M,  by  the  known  path  I  had   scali^ 
instead  of  losmg  my  way,  and  them,  too,  in  some  forgot 
place,  and  getting  the  hard  knocks  of  rocks  iuid  suii, 
starvation  and  excessive   wedcness  to  the   bargain,    I 
madly  chagrined  j  and  the  ever-recurring  idea  of  dj'ing 
such  a  wilderness,  hemmed  in  by  untrodden  hills,  on  whi 
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X  had  not  seen  the  minutest  trace  of  a  human  being  having 
^%^er  been  among  them,  was,  I  thought,  intolerable.  There 
"%^"as  little  certainty  of  one's  body  being  disturbed,  when  I 
c^alculated  the  miles  and  miles  that  I  must  have  travelled, 
"lip  and  down  valleys  and  over  arduous  hills,  into  this  utterly 
l<>rsaken  place — where  searchers,  if  bold  enough  to  seek  so 
fiw,  would  pause  long  })efore  they  axmv  to  the  conclusion 
t:Iiat  I  might  be  here.  L  thought,  too,  how  I  had  neglected 
tile  advice  given  by  the  mandarins  as  to  there  being  no 
i^^oads,  and  the  heat  of  the  weather.     Whenever  I  fiuicied  the 

^  ojxultation  and  an'ogance  they  would  undoul)tedly  indulge 
in,  and  the  unfavoui'al)le  light  a  fatal  tennination  of  my  dis- 
i*egard  of  their  counsels  would  place  foreigners,  I  was 
2">res^d  on  by  a  decided  detennination  not  to  give  in.  I 
"would  not  forsake  Iiope  so  long  as  1  could  move,  though  it 
seemed  as  if  I  could  never  again  rise  ten  feet  up  an  ascent 
'i.inaided.  Then  my  companion,  what  could  he  be  doing  all 
^liis  time?  Surely  he  must  have  surmised  wliat  had  hai>- 
X>ened,  from  my  many  hours'  absence,  and  done  sometliing  in 
"tlie  way  of  getting  the  countiy  people  to  examine  al)out  the 

-  Inills !  It  is  singular  that  I  was  then  more  uneasy  on  his 
s^ccount  than  on  my  own;  and  at  the  dilemma  I  had  got  him 
into  such  a  weary  way  fi'om  Tien-tsin;  and  how  he  would  be 
^ble  to  act  in  it.  The  agony  of  mind  I  suffered  was  truly 
c^sxeruciating,  and  half  hoping,  half  despairing,  I  sought  to 
Orive  it  away  by  action. 

The  weak  rushing  din  of  a  remote  stream  had  caught  my 

^^ttention  more  than  once  since  I  recovered  my  senses,  for 

"•rhe  ringing  and  deafness  I  had  felt  before  going  to  sleej^ 

^Mnad  blunted  ever}'  sound,  and  I  reasonably  concluded  that  if 

^  could  only  track  it  out  it  would  conduct  me  to  the  outside 

^^f  the  barrier  by  some  easy  passage — once  there,  I  was  safe. 

^XTnfortunately,   I  had  lost  my  cap  and   handkerchief,  and 

^  ilmost  eveiything  but  a  note-book,  out  of  my  i)ockets.     I 

^iaresay  I  had  thrown  them  away.     Indeed,  I  am  not  quite 
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certain  if,  in  that  a^v^til  sun  delirium,  I  was  not  walking 
with  my  cap  in  my  hand ;  and  the  only  article  rematniug 
was  the  long  cotton  sairf  I  hful  worn  as  a  turban  outBide  the 
cap,  and  which  I  now  found  on  my  shouldei^* 

Once  more  a  quantity  of  the  'grand  elixir  was  imbibedj 
and,  with  the  new  fanhioned  head-dress  wringing  wet,  I  reso* ' 
lutely  set  off  to  hunt  up  the  prospective  stream.  Heavens 
and  earth,  how  hot  it  was  when  I  got  again  among  the 
angry  black  rocks :  every  one  of  those  I  touched  might  have 
answered  admirably  for  an  over,  rather  than  an  under-heated 
gridiron !  An  atmosphere  fit  to  breathe  there  was  none  t 
but  there  was  an  aerial  substitute  of  diubolical  flame  dmA\ii 
in  with  every  inspiration,  that  felt  as  if  dissolving  and  vola- 
tilising every  atom  of  fibi'e — eveiy  drop  of  blood. 

Undergoing  much   torture  from  my  damaged   feet,  but, 
worst  of  all,  a   sprained  ankle,  I  managed  to  hobble  and 
crawl  for  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  the  eastward,  gasjnng 
like  a  stmnded  fish,  and  steaming  and  perspiring  like  a  i*ace- 
horse  after  the  race,  and  nobly  faced  a  low  fragment  of  cliff 
that  had  been  separated  and  thrown  down  from  the  mountain  ■ 
side,  imtil  I  had  got  a  short  way  from  the  river.     Alas !  it,  ^ 
toOj  was  one  of  my  disappointments  in  China ;  a  picture  of  so 
many*  things  met  with  daily.    It  was  perversely  running  the 
wrong  way — against  nature,  and  against  reason,  it  splashed 
and  rioted  a^vay  among  the  crooked  passages  to  the  west,^ 
skipping   idly  over  its   rock*strewn   bed  with   aggravating 
liberty  and  ease.     The  strong  desire  to  drink,  roll,  and  lave^ 
in  it  could  not  be  gratified,  owing  to  the  space  between  ub 
being   jammed    up    with   surly    blocks    and    flakes,   quite 
enough  to  prevent  any  prospect  of  ever  getting  away  irom 
them,  if  once  I  trusted  myself  inside — I  was  so  done  up, 
crampedj  and  so  unhinged.     Yet,  like  a  caged  lion,  1  was 
determined  to  bounce  and  spring  at  the  unyielding  bars  until 
the  last. 

Turning  away  from  the  tantalising  stream,  whose  echoing 
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babble  had  derisively  lured  me  so  far,  I  dmgged  on  to  the 
stem  peaks,  again  to  wage  a  contest  with  them  fi-om,  as  it 
seemed^  the  bowels  of  the  eiirth,    I^erved  to  the  utmost  limit 
of  desperation,  a  few  hundred  feet  of  seemingly  interminable 
intermural  ascent  was  won  at  an  almost  superhuman  effort  of 
strength  and  mind,  and  a  sudden  circle  round  the  mountain 
brought  me  into  a  more  favourable  position   for  shelter; 
because  the  laminar  nature  of  the  overlaying  stone  that 
imposed  itself  on  the  granite  was  more  irregular  and  dis' 
rupted  than  any  I  had  met  before^  and  was  heaved  up  into 
all  soils  of  caveSi  and  niches,  and  columns,  gladly  provoca- 
tive of  rest  in  case  of  need.    An  abrupt  twist  round  a  comer, 
demanded  by  the  violent  divergence  of  a  great  angular  pro- 
jection, showed  me,  about  five  hundi'ed  feet  higher,  a  tower 
of  the  great  wall,  on  the  crest  of  the  veiy  cliff  I  was  toiling 
on»  which  I  knew,  from   the  view  I  had  obtained  in  the 
morning,  must  overlook  the  country  below.     Another  hour^a 
holding  out,  and  I  must  be  there. 

Merciful  powers !  how  closely  I  hugged  and  fought  with 
that  iron-hearted  precipice ;   and  with  what  a  distracting 
sense  of  destitution  did  I  gripe  and  clutch  at  every  tuft  of 
veeds — every   point,  chip,  and   crumb   of  stone   that  lay 
about,  to  support  or  aid  me  on!     And  what  a  feeling  of 
anaddcning  despondency  took  possession  of  me,  as  a  fragile 
or  fretted  hand  or  foot-purchase  deceitfully  gave  way  when 
depending  on  it,  and  I  was  launched  back  again  many  yards ! 
The  scorching  influences  again  begun  to  play  their  part, 
after  too  short  a  respite^  and  I  was  attacked  with  the  old 
dreadftil  sensations  more  virulently  than  ever.     To  maintain 
the  struggle  until  the  tower  was  reached,  1  could  not,  with 
the    fiery  sunbeams    enveloping    me    as    with    an    atmo- 
sphere of  flame,  making  the  soul  sick,  and  the  brain  quiver, 
A  few  yards  to  the  right,  I  noticed  a  cave-     It  lay  between 
two  tall  ledges  that  formed  its  sides  and  back;  ^rith  a  mas- 
pve  splinter  which  had    toppled    from  above,   and   been 
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stopped  in  its  course  by  the  inequalities  around,  to  form 
impenetrable  iTJof  over  a  cascade  that  came  welling  from  tlie 
dark  interior  in  a  feathery  jet.  For  this  I  hastened  with 
unutterable  anxiety  to  avoid  total  annihilation  by  the  heat. 
At  nearly  every  stride  a  rest  \n\s  demanded — not  to  recover 
consciousness  or  strength,  which  were  fast  gi^^ng  in — but 
to  relax  the  cram|>ed  muscles  of  my  legs,  now  so  acutely 
painful  and  almost  useless.  These  interaiissive  struggles 
lasted  for  a  long  time,  and  the  den  seemed  ever  receding 
from  ine,  until  I  had  fairly  thrown  myself  into  its  deep 
shadcj  so  overcome  and  prostrated  by  the  day's  conflict  that 
something  kept  telling  me  I  had  finished,  and  that  this  was 
the  end. 

The  last  thing  I  did  was  to  thi-ow  my  C(mt,on  a  little 
upright  block  at  the  mouth  of  this  chamber  of  grey  rock,  to 
attract  the  attention  of  any  men  who  might  be  sent  in  quest 
of  me.  A  little  slojiing  trough,  very  jagged,  and  very  shal- 
low^ received  the  thin  spout  of  water  from  the  step  above^ 
and  conveyed  it  to  the  almost  subterranean  gutter  among 
the  crags  below.  Into  this  I  plunged  at  once,  and  with  the 
dark  deep  shadow  of  the  rock  overhead,  and  the  icy  chill  of 
the  benignant  cascade  fluttering  about  face  and  temples,  and 
soothing  the  boiling  bniin,  I  fell  into  a  lethargic  state. 
Incapable  of  thought,  Uke  another  Alastor,  I  passed  into  a 
blissiul  sleep — 

*  Lono  as  incarnate  death 
On  the  smootli  brink  of  that  obscurest  chasm.* 


I 

I 

I 


It  wa^  late  in  the  afternoon  when  I  avroke  with  a  fright 
from  some  incoherent  imd  fantastic  dream  of  monstrous  in- 
congruities, to  the  somewhat  romantic  and  startling,  but  by 
no  manner  of  means  pletisant  i^alities  of  the  natural  hydro- 
pathic establishment  I  had  so  opportunely  discovered.  For 
some  minutes  I  lay  completely  at  a  loss  what  to  think  of  the 
strange  adventure,      Why  had  I  been  transported   to  this 
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iraard-like  retreat,  and  how  could  it  have  happened  that  I 
shoidd  be  nearly  afloat  in  a  sitting  posture  in  a  dam  of  water, 
with  a  perpetual  fountain  gushing  and  spluttering  but  a  few 
inches  above  my  heated  cranium,  and  laving  and  titillating 
me  so  agreeably.  Surely  the  age  of  magic,  sorceiy,  and 
incantations  had  gone  by^  and  Aladdin  lamps,  rings,  and 
chaniis  had  aU  been  worn  out  since  my  nursery  days  had  ex- 
pired-    For  the  Hie  of  me  I  could  not  fathom  the  mystery, 


believe  that  I  was  not  yet  in  the  embaiTassing  and  hair- 
loving  crisis  of  a  nightmare  dream*  I  felt  like  one  con- 
tending with  a  gloomy  jiliantasin,  from  which  he  endeavours 
to  escape,  though  aware  of  its  character :  so  dull  and  toi^iid 
were  my  faculties.  But  they  gained  their  natural  elasticity 
mth  a  thrill,  when  I  tried  to  rabe  myself  from  the  watery 
depths,  and  was  assailed  by  a  host  of  unpleasant  sensations, 
aging  fmm  the  toes  upwards;  the  principal  of  which,  such 
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as  stiffnesses,  cramps,  numbness,  and  dull  and  shooting  pains, 
were  more  than  sufficient  to  convince  me  of  my  mortal 
state*  Then  the  whole  of  the  day's  adventures  thronged 
thick  upon  me,  and  so  wonderful  did  they  seem  that  I 
could  scaiTely  believe  in  them — so  confused  had  my  thoughts 
become. 

All  around  was  as  still  as  the  gi*ave ;  yet  I  listened  with 
strained  attention  for  the  approach  of  investigators  headed, 
as  I  felt  sure  they  must  be,  by  M.,  and,  as  minute  after 
minute  rolled  by,  1)ecame  grievously  annoyed  that  he  had 
not  come  to  my  help.  Before  the  night  set  in  I  felt  assured 
that  some  one  must  find  a  clue  to  my  hiding-place,  and  bring 
me  succour  of  some  description ;  for,  physically,  I  was  in- 
caimble  of  putting  a  foot  to  the  ground.  My  brain  was 
still  wliirUiig  and  throbl>ing,  and  there  was  a  sickness  and 
lack  of  energy  about  the  heart  that  forljade  exeition  for  some 
time  to  come.  I  must  have  swallowed  an  enoraious  quantity 
of  the  contents  of  tliis  ciystal  well  before  my  parching 
thirst  had  abated,  and  a  welcome  relief  the  voracious  draught 
aiforded ;  for  I  dropped  off  into  a  liazy  slumber,  lulled  and 
refreshed  by  the  most  delicate  of  shower  baths. 

Oh !  those  grateful  feasts  and  festivals  of  the  old  Komans ! 
those  glorious  and  sanctified  Fontinalia  on  the  thirteenth  of 
October,  when  the  chaste  nymphs  of  wells  and  fountains — ^tair 
maids  with  rush-bound  locks,  elegant  conceptions  of  grace, 
sweetness,  and  amiability  —  were  dutifully  honoured  and 
worshipped  by  the  religious  devotees  who  had  shared  their 
favours  throughout  the  year;  and  presented  for  acceptance 
with  the  loveliest  and  most  fmgraiit  of  all  the  gifts  that 
Mother  Earth  can  yield;  with  the  loveknots  and  nosegays, 
wreaths  and  coverlets  of  flowers,  culled  fi'om  the  brightest  and 
most  fragrant  spots !  How  ardently  do  I  at  this  moment  wish 
that  those  twin  preservers  of  life,  to  whom,  tlirough  a  kind 
Providence,  I  owe  existence,  and  regard  more  fondly  than, 
perhaps,  ever  did  a  son  of  Eome  his  mossy  repository  oiAqua 
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fonttma — ^but  which  are  now  lost  for  ever  in  those  trackless 
chasms  and  tortive  mountain  walls  of  Mantehuria — were 
brought  within  the  ken  of  man,  and  tended  with  that  respect 
and  affection  their  presiding  deities  deserve- 

One  almost  feels  oa  if  a  pilgi-iniage  to  the  most  remote 
verge  of  Cathay  with  the  dutiful  love-offering  of  flowers  to 
the  sweet-handed  goddess  of  these  prattling  rock-bound  founts 
would  be  but  doing  justice  to  one*s  conscience-  Neverthe- 
less^ if  such  be  nccessarj^,  let  the  distant  pilgiimage  be  on  a 
favourable  day^  and  not  in  the  zenith  of  sun  and  summer. 

Suddenly  a  long,  clear  whistle  echoed  and  re-echoed  fix>m 
slab  to  crag,  and  from  crag  to  cliff,  breaking  the  muteness  of 
the  weird  soUtnde,  and  infusing  hope  mto  an  almost  hopeless 
mind.  '  Joy  I  joy ! '  I  cried,  *  at  loj^t  they  ai'e  there,  for  that 
is  M-'s  calL     I  am  safe!' 

I  mused  up,  and  shouted  and  bawled  until  I  could  make 
no  more  noise;  then  fell  back  exhaunted.  The  whistle, 
unvaried  in  compass  or  strength,  wa«  continued  monotonously, 
until  I  was  compelled  to  believe  that  it  was  but  the  warbling 
of  some  lonely  bird  in  the  coolness  of  the  evening;  and  felt 
vexed-  Two  or  three  times  I  heard  a  rustling  murmur,  as 
if  ijomebody  was  trundling  loose  stones  down  the  mountains  a 
little  way  off,  in  his  descent  towai-ds  me;  but  no  one  came. 
It  was  only  the  evening  wind  brushing  through  a  couple  of 
dried-up  bushes  near  the  cave. 

But  these  trifluig  indications  of  life  and  motion  were  not 
lost  upon  me,  I  fairly  got  up  to  test  my  utmost  abilities  to 
move  into  the  daylight.  Thank  heaven !  the  flaring,  blinding^ 
and  grilling  beams  of  the  rather  too  glorious  orb  were  tmns- 
ferred  to  some  other  region  of  coups  de  soletl  and  frost-bite ; 
and  with  the  exception  of  some  confusion,  vertigo,  and  sting- 
ing darts,  my  heatl  did  not  seem  so  much  the  worse  as  I  had 
expected  to  find  it.  Creeping  to  the  aperture  of  my  cell, 
the  scene  was  found  to  be  entirely  changed  from  what  I  had 
conceived  it  to  Ije,     Instead  of  the  infernal  white  heat,  the 


$60 


FREPABATIOXS  FOE  AN  ASCENT, 


( 


untouchable  stoues,  and  the  aqua  forth  atmosphere,  there  was 
a  comparative  Eden ;  though 

*  Or  every  side  now  rose 
Hocks,  which,  in  unimaginable  forms. 
Lifted  their  black  aud  barren  pinnacles 
In  the  light  of  eTening  * — 

to  bar  the  footsteps  of  the  intruder.  There  was  a  silky 
breeze  that  would  scarcely  have  altered  the  course  of  a  falling 
raiii-drop,  it  waved  so  finely,  but  oh  !  so  gently  soothing. 

1  felt  a  new-created  being,  though  in  honest  truth  I  badly 
wanted  repairs.  Then  there  was  the  Great  Wall  tower 
standing  with  its  grim  visage  hundi*eds  of  teet  alx>ve  ine,  m 
if  it  overhung  the  world.  That  was  the  height  of  my 
jmibition,  and  might  be  achieved  before  Aiirk.  There  was 
plenty  of  time,  for  the  sun's  slanting  beams  yet  rose  lively 
enough  above  the  westerly  peak?i.  The  gnawing  effects  of 
nearly  twenty-tour  hours'  fasting  began  now  to  pi'^ss  ub-  ^ 
pleasantly,  and  they  alone  were  ample  to  stir  me  to  action.      | 

Not  without  much  pain  did  I  get  rid  of  the  remains  of  the 
boots  from  ray  swollen  feet,  as  progression  in  them  was  out 
of  the  question,  and  my  almost  naked  toes,  though  much  J 
hurt,  and  all  but  dishx^ated,  were  far  safer  in  that  state  on  the 
slippery  sheets  of  rock  I  had  to  cross  than  under  the  mgged  _ 
leather.     The  out-lying  coat  was  di'enehed  in  the  pool,  and  1 
tied  about  my  crown  and  neck  to  keep  up  the  refrigerating 
process.     In  such  circumstances  one  is  obliged  to  be  one's  J 
own  medical  adviser,  and  I  was  apprehensive  of  a  relapse  of 
the  heart-beating,  sigliingj  and  disturbed  cerebral  symptoms,  ■ 
as  I  issued  from  the  primitive  hospital  witli  many  hearty  ■ 
benisons  in  my  breast  and  on  my  tongue,  for  its  sal%^atoiy 
goodness  to,  perhaps,  the  first  mortal  who  had  ever  faintingly 
sought  its  precincts,  or  reclined — 

*  Lulled  bj  the  fountain  in  the  summer  tide/ 

I  then  thought  that  if  ever  fate  should  cany  me  within 
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hundreds  of  miles  of  the  possibility  of  such  a  thing  being 
realised — 

*  m  build  a  pleasure  house  upon  this  spot, 
And  a  small  arbour  made  for  rural  joy ; 
'Twill  be  the  traveller's  shed,  the  pilgrim's  cot. 
And  place  of  love  for  damsels  coj/ 


And 


'  A  cunning  artist  will  I  have  to  frame. 
A  basin  for  that  fountain  in  the  dell.' 


This  was  wild  speculation,  and  the  stem  business  of 
grovelling  at  a  snail's  pace  up  towards  Cloudland  shattered 
aU  other  thoughts,  and  necessitated  a  calm  survey  of  both 
ends  of  mortality,  in  favour  of  which,  life  or  death,  the 
chances  were  now  about  equal.  Carefully,  tenderly,  and 
slowly,  without  once  looking  jup,  I  went  on,  glad  that  I  was 
retrieving  something  towards  an  escape  from  that  saturnine 
crater — ^that  midday  volcano — than  which — 

'  The  sun  on  drearier  hollow  never  shone.' 

Long  and  wearily  appeared  every  yard,  for  a  himdred  feet 
were  more  tedious  and  difficult  to  be  got  over  than  a  thousand 
would  have  been  at  other  times.  Another  range  of  peaks 
beyond  this,  and  the  hunt  was  up  ;  I  should  have  no  longer 
power  to  move,  and  might  as  well  resign  myself  quietly  to 
the  impending  finish,  when  a  myriad  of  ecstatic  raptures 
flooded  reason,  and  almost  carried  me  headlong  over  the 
thin-edged  ridge. 

There  was  the  plain  lying  before  me  far  below,  wearing 
the  sober  beauties  of  a  magnificent  sunset,  but  as  petrified  in 
its  life  as  when  I  last  looked  on  it  so  early  in  the  morning. 
The  Crusader's  first  view  of  Jerusalem,  the  travel-wear}^ 
pilgrim's  first  peep  of  Mecca,  or  the  exile's  earliest  glimpse 
of  his  native  shore,  could  not  compare  with  the  joy  I  experi- 
enced as  I  scrutinised  every  morsel  of  the  declivity,  and 
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traced  out  each  path  and  village  for  signs  of  mo%  ement,     But 
no;  all  that  bore  the  quickening  impulse  was  the  frush  breeze  J 
from  the  gulf,  and  the  tags  of  weeds  waving  their  blasted) 
leaves  and  heads  listlessly  from  it. 

I  was  free !  and  though  many  many  hundi^ds  of  feet  ol| 
almost  sheer  descent  had  yet  to  be  accomplished,  I  was  out  of 
the  pit,  and  for  verj^  gladness  would  have  hugged  and  sque^zedl 
the  squai^e  hainl-featui'ed  old  tower  that  had  so  generously^ 
served  me  as  a  finger-post  in  thatnever-to-be-eifacedmoraeut^^ 
and  would  have  sctUed  it^  battleniented  crown,  and  exultinglyj 
waved  my  wet  coat  ub  a  signal  of  triumph^  had  I  not  been  so; 
leg  weaiy  and  spirit  worn. 

Halting  but  a  few  minutes  to  i*ecniit  from  ^is  tardy  an 
desperately  fought  resurrection,  and  more  and  more  peq>Iexei 
at  the  non-appearance  of  friends  or  mandarins,  I  began  t<i 
glide  down  the  weather-beaten  mountain,  which  stands  m 
good  deal  more  to  the  noith  than  the  one  I  had  ascended  in; 
the  morning.  Meeting  T^^th  the  dry  bed  of  a  tori^ent,  I 
plain  shilling  for  a  long  way  over  the  boulders  and  wate: 
worn  stones,  sledging  down  on  a  flag  or  block  whenever 
could. 

Once  only  on  the  passage  I  came  across  a  wild  I'aspbeny- 
bush  with  but  a  few  lx*rries  on  its  delicate  twigs,  and  lost  na 
time  in  strippmg  it  of  the  unripe  but  luscious  fruit,  whiclii 
tasted  hke  the  essence  of  everything  grandly  nutritive.         fl 

I  heard  with  unqualified  delight  tht 


one   of  my   long   jmuses, 


and 


H 


\VTien  near  the  foot, 
voices  of  men  dmiug 

sharply  made  aware  of  their  whereabouts  and  vocation^  dd 
they  sung  and  talked  in  a  very  loud  key,  while  they  cut  the 
scanty  grass   and  weeds  from   the  sides  and   bottom  of 
scraggy  valley. 

Now  I  was  in  the  land  of  the  living,  and  might  consid 
myself  as  quite  rescued ;  for  these  hardy  countiy men  could 
not  refuse  to  do  what  was  needfixl,  even  though  I  was  m 
stranger,  and  would  readily  assist  me  in  getting  to  the  town*! 
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For  the  purpose  of  asking  them  I  turned  off  my  course,  and 
got  quite  near  before  they  noticed  me. 

Good  gracious!  what  a  shout  of  terror  they  gave  when 
a  big  stone,  uptoni  by  my  weighty  went  thimdering  by  them, 
and  caused  them  to  look  up  smartly  to  see  tixjm  whence  it 


The  G^nii  of  the  Moiuttalit. 

came*  There  were  only  six,  and  four  of  these  threw  down 
their  reaping  hooks  and  fled,  bawling  stertorously  as  they 
leaped  and  tumbled  over  the  irregular  groimd.  Had  their 
national  dragon  suddenly  alighted  in  the  gniss  they  were 
mowing,  they  could  not  have  exhibited  greater  fear  and 
consternation. 

One  old  man  stood  stockstill  and  speechless,  unable  to 
move  his  eyes  from  the  dreadlUl  apparition  ;  but  the  other, 
a  strong  young  fellow,  with  his  head  A\aupped  in  a  blue 
turban,  hooted  and  howled  as  he  brandished  a  long  knife  in 
one  hand,  and  his*  implement  of  husbmidry  in  the  -other, 
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loudly  commaiiclmg  me  to  go  back^ — to  go  quickly  back  to 
the  mountains  again ! 

This  was  another  strange  turn  of  aflEairsj  no  soon^' 
escaped  fi'cjm  a  rather  fieix;e  fi'jdng-imn,  than  I  am  to  be 
immolated  by  a  fieiy  native.  Certainly  these  romantic 
adventures  were  crowding  rather  quickly  into  one  day's 
catalogue  to  be  kindly  appreciated;  and,  though  it  mighti 
make  a  thrilliug  finale  to  the  exciting  tale  of  a  day  at  the 
Great  Wall  to  wind  up  by  a  throat-cutting  scene,  yet  fo^ 
the  Chinaman's  sake,  and  the  matter  of  conscience  troubling 
him  afterwards,  1  was  loath  that  lie  should  commit  murder, 
after  the  maltreatment  I  had  alre^idy  received  from  his 
sterile  mountains  and  treacherous  sun, 

I  sat  down  and  beckoned  him  to  me,  telling  him  who  I 
was,  and  where  I  had  been  as  well  as  I  could;  but  for  a 
minute  or  so  he  vocitenited  more  loudly  and  tried  to  look 
more  menacing,  until  I  remembered  the  unearthly  guise 
was  in,  and  the  scareCTOwish  head-dress  I  wore.  In  a 
moment  these  were  regulated  or  removed,  and  I  must  have 
appeai-ed  somewhat  less  like  a  bogle  or  a  warlock,  for  he 
then  commenced  to  advance  carefully,  making  sure  of  a 
good  line  of  retreat,  however,  and  keeping  an  eye  on  his 
old  friend  behind,  wlio  had  got  out  of  his  cataleptic  seizure, 
and  supported  the  iigliting  man  with  great  courage  and 
tact. 

A  few  words,  signSj  and  gestures  made  us  fiiends ;  the 
Damoclean  whittle  was  returned  to  a  more  fitting  and 
congenial  sheath  than  it  could  have  found  in  my  con* 
tused  bod) ,  and  the  reaping  hooks  were  agreeably  reversed, 
and  laid  doAvii  on  the  bloodless  grass ;  while  the  ■  valorous 
youth  escorted  me  to  a  \dllage  we  had  passed  in  the  mom* 
ing,  near  the  clump  of  firs  to  which  my  companion  hail 
resorted  with  the  mandanns  when  I  began  the  hea\y  day'ft 
work- 

Ju5t  as  I  stopped  at  one  of  the  cottages  to  obtain  a  drink 
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of  water  and  wait  the  despatch  of  a  messenger  to  M.,  I 
chanced  to  glance  at  this  little  grove,  and  was  rather 
astonished  to  see  one  of  two  men  mount  a  pony  in  hot  haste 
and  ride  off  in  the  direction  of  the  town.  As  soon  as  I  had 
imbibed  such  a  quantity  of  water  as  made  the  old  fellow 
who  fetched  it  stare,  I  made  towards  the  remaining  mes- 
sengor  or  spy,  intending  to  have  sent  him  to  the  inn  Avith 
tidings  of  my  arrival  in  the  lower  world,  and  with  a  request 
that  a  cart  be  sent  for  me — as  walking  some  two  or  tliree 
miles  was  rather  impracticable  considering  I  had  no  boots, 
and  was  nearly  minus  toes  and  shins ;  but  the  strange 
fellow  was  mounted  and  away  at  a  brisk  trot  before  I  got 
near ;  so  I  had  to  hire  one  of  the  villagers,  wlio  made  such 
good  use  of  his  legs,  that  he  overtook  the  hurried  equestrian 
and  gave  him  the  note. 

Meanwhile  I  reclined  under  the  pleasant  firs,  and  tliought 
how  much  I  would  have  given  for  tlieir  deep  umbrage  four 
or  five  hours  before,  when  fiiltering  under  those  agonising 
sjTuptoms — more  racking  a  hundred-fold  than  those  which 
precede  insensibility  in  drowning,  and  reflected  what  a  stiff  job 
I  had  to  get  out  of  danger  on  those  glib  escarpments,  sliadeless 
pits,  and  horrid  chasms.  I  soon  had  a  group  of  vilhigers  of 
all  ages  around  me,  and  in  the  distance,  at  evc^ry  door  or 
garden  wall,  the  little  round  faces  of  the,  as  inquisitive,  but 
more  bashful,  dear  creatures  peered  out.  The  old  men  sat 
down  and  smoked,  and  made  their  remarks,  while  tint  juniors 
stood  outside  the  circle,  and  all  were  remarkably  civil^^ven 
polite,  in  their  way.  Numbers  of  questions  were  askcid  by 
them,  but  I  fear  my  very  slight  knowkdge  of  their  lan;ruage 
and  dialect  did  not  go  far  to  enlighten  tlu^ni  on  the  Hubj(5<;t« 
they  were  so  anxious  to  learn  s^>metliing;  still,  ho\v<.'V(;r,  we 
managed  to  maintain  an  amuiiiUtil  converwition,  in  the  wliich 
my  desperate  ascent  of  the  '  l>a/l '  or  difficult  uiountainK,  and 
the  ruinous  condition  of  my  travelling'h?uit,  lurniKhc^l  no  Hnmll 
item.     I  was  given  to  undr.Ttrtarjd  tljat  thoy  n^fver  by  any 
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means  atteitipt  to  go  beyond  a  certain  height^  and  that  their 
shoes  even  then  are  always  spoiled  by  the  stones. 

These  people  were  the  first  Chinese,  by  the  by,  I  had 
seen  wearing  leather  shoes  in  China,  though  farther  in 
Mantchuria  we  met  them  frequently  in  use.  They  were 
made  of  the  brown  soft  leather  I  had  seen  prepared  at 
Tien-tsin,  where  the  hides,  after  being  steeped  until  the  hair 
is  easily  I'emoved,  are  smoked  or  cm*ed  over  the  wide  flue 
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of  a  low  furnace  in  the  open  air;  the  tanner  manipulating 
the  pelt  over  the  cloud  of  dense  smoke  which  rises  from  the 
burning  straw  introduced  below,  so  that  everj^  portion  is 
equally  permeated  by  the  preservative  ingredients  given  out 
from  the  smothered  combustion,  and  the  operation  of  tan- 
ning, as  thus  practised,  requires  but  a  few  hours  in  the 
Chinaman's  hands ;  but  the  material  is  soft  and  tlun  and 
cannot  stand  wear  welL  In  shape  they  were  not  unlike  the 
lloman  sandal  or  caligay  and  each  was  formed  of  the  one 
piece  of  skin  moulded  to  the  desired  form  when  soft,  and, 
without  any  additional  sole  but  the  smooth  surface  of  the 
leather,  which,  rising  above  the  heel,  the  sides  of  the  foot 
and  the  instep,  was  drawn  into  puckers  around  the  mouth 
by  a  thongs  and  furnished  with  a  tongue  or  lip  of  more 
pliable  stuff  to  cover  the  front  of  the  foot. 
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On  my  enquiring  their  name  for  the  Great  Wali,  they 
gave  me  a  local  appellation  of  wonderful  imix>rt,  and  then 
asked  if  the  English  had  a  great  myriad  U  wall,  manifesting 
some  surprise  when  told  that  we  did  not  require  such  a 
&bric  J  and  so  on  with  other  matters.  They  were  a  Btrong 
healthy  contented  lot  of  people,  fair  specimens  of  the^ 
I  should  think,  finest  peasantiy  in  the  world.  Though  they 
had  never  before  seen  the  face  of  a  foreigner  it  was  very 
remarkable  how  kindly  they  were  disposed  towards  me. 

Two  chubby  little  boys — ruddy  cheeked  and  manly  little 
chaps — sought  to  frateniise  with  me  at  once,  and  brought 
me  basin  after  basin  of  water  —  for  I  was  '  Danish  or  Dutch 
with  thirst '  in  earnest^ — and  gathered  me  bouquets  of  wild 
flowers,  while  the  old  men  eagerly  enquired  if  I  wanted 
anything  to  eat. 

The  fan  inscribing  was  a  gi'cat  amusement  when  I  hap- 
pened to  pull  out  my  note-book — the  only  thing,  I  think, 
left  in  my  pockets — and  began  to  write  ivith  the  *  everlasting 
pencil/  But  the  interesting  tke-a-tke  was  happily  broken 
by  the  arrival  of  M.  in  our  stiif  chariot,  bumping  along 
at  a  spanking  pace  over  the  untutored  path,  and  the  rencontre 
was  a  most  satisfactory  one  for  both  of  us^  as  a  world  of 
anxiety  and  trouble  was  at  that  moment  thrown  to  the 
winds.  Interchanging  adieus  with  my  simple-hearted  enter- 
tainers, who  had  made  themselves  so  affable,  we  mounted 
the  churning  machine  and  sped  off  to  the  town*  A  few 
words  sufficed  to  account  for  my  absence,  and  the  non- 
appearance of  M. 

He  had  waited  until  nearly  the  middle  of  the  day  at  the 
halting-place  among  the  trees  with  the  two  officers  sent  to 
keep  a  watcli  on  us,  one  of  whom  turned  out  to  he  a  first- 
rate  good-humoured  fellow,  who  had  collected  about  a  dozen 
words  of  English  from  some  of  our  naval  people  when  they 
were  surveying  on  the  coast,  where  he  was  commandant  of  a 
seaward  town,  and  tliey  used  to  visit  him — which  words  he 
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was  veiy  proud  of  sliowing  off  on  all  occasions^  and  this  made 
Mm  friendly  and  confident- 
Finding  I  did  not  return  in  a  I'easonable  time,  my  com- 
panion became  so  apprehensive  of  an  accident  having 
befidlen  me,  that  he  attempted  the  ascent  of  the  mountaini^i^ 
followed,  but  for  a  veiy  little  way,  by  the  two  fat  warriors, 
whose  plethoric  condition  did  not  give  them  any  great 
advantage  in  climbing-  He  could  only  reach  half  way, 
when  the  sun  drove  hhn  back,  and  then,  with  the  raandarina, 
he  returned  to  Slian-hai  Kwan  to  procure  assistance  from 
the  authorities  in  nearching  me  out- 

In  this  Ma-fuo  was  prime  mover,  for  he  started  off  at  once 
to  some  high  pei^sonagCj  obtained  twelve  men,  aud,  regard- 
less of  age  and  infirmities,  accompanied  them  as  a  volunteer, 
gallantly  leading  the  way*  But  he  iviis  not  long  in  return- 
ing with  l3ad  tidings,  of  course ;  as  his  party  could  not  have 
w^addled  more  than  half  way  to  the  peak^  and  the  exertion 
was  sure  to  throw  the  poor  fellow  into  a  desponding  turn 
of  mind,  M.  gave  me  up  as  lost  as  the  hours  flew  by.  aud 
made  every  preparation  for  the  worst,  getting  fifty  men  from 
the  conmiandant  of  the  garrison,  who  were  sent  off  to  trace 
my  steps,  Init  wlio,  in  all  pTObability^  never  got  any  farther 
than  the  first — for  the  Chinese  have  an  antipatb)'  to  clam- 
bering up  these  nearly  iniiccessible  rocks — and  came  back 
without  a  word  of  tidings.  He  was  just  about  organising 
another  search,  to  be  superintended  by  himself,  and  was 
bent  on  despatching  our  lactotum  back  to  Tieu-tsin  with 
the  bad  news,  when  my  note  reached  him. 

His  aiLxiety  must  have  been  greater  than  mine;  for  at 
such  a  distance  from  Europeans,  in  a  town  where  foreigners 
had  never  appeared  liefore^ — at  least  in  foreign  costume,  and 
among  a  people  whose  friendly  countenance  was  matter  for 
douljt^ — he  would  have  spent  a  most  wretched  time  alone, 
until  somebody  fi*om  that  place  liad  come  to  aid  him,  had  I 
not  returned. 
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A  close  surveillance  had  been  kept  up  all  day  by  the 
jealous  magistrates,  and  two  spies  were  seated  in  the  outer 
room  of  our  quarters  at  the  inn  when  we  entered.  Raven- 
ously I  satisfied  the  hunger  that  had  so  tightly  wrung  me 
for  hours,  by  an  extraordinary  onslaught  on  the  mutton- 
chops  promptly  prepared  by  Ma-foo — whose  old  parchment 
countenance  was  pinched  into  acute  smiles  at  the  prospect  of 
our  journey  being  renewed  without  further  trouble — -and 
drinking  a  shameful  quantity  of  sherry,  with  oceans  of 
water. 

Just  as  I  had  come  in — without  washing  my  face,  or 
changing  my  clothes,  so  sleepy  and  fatigued  did  I  feel — I 
threw  myself  on  the  hard  kang,  and  almost  before  my  head 
liad  touched  the  cane  mat,  was  off  into  a  profound  slumber 
— so  profound  that  I  did  not  hear  the  jabber  and  row  of 
some  more  of  the  passport  gentry,  who  wished  another  copy 
of  Tsung's  paper,  without  which,  they  said,  we  would  not  be 
allowed  to  leave  in  the  morning.  I  think  M.  held  out 
against  this  trifling  with,  or  ignoring  of,  the  legalised  pass- 
port, and  wished  them  again  to  say  if  it  was  inert  and  void; 
but  they  were  guarded  enough. 
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ACCOMMODATION  GRATIS  —  LEAVING  THE  CITY  —  CHINESE  ClTTLTTt— 
GOOD-BYE  TO  THE  HlLL-SEA-BAnniER  —  THE  PUNISBMEKT  OF  THE 
CANGUE  —  THE   COREANS,    JAI'ANESE,    AND    CHINESE  ^  OUR  CONSOBT  — 

BEYOND    THE   GREAT    WALL COAST    LIKE    OF    DEFENCE  AND   ITS   PEOEA- 

BLE     HISTORY  —  GRAND    VIEW    OF    THE    WALL — FATHER     VERBIEST  — 
HUNTING    WITH    HAWK   AND    HOUND  —  H0N-CnO\V  —  A   TARTAR   CARA- 

TANaAET RUSTIC   THEATRES ROADSU>E  COMPANIONS  —  THE  VILLAGR 

BLACKSMITH  —  THE    SHOEtNti    SlUTlI    AND    FARHIER* 

WHEN  the  day  broke  next  mominoj,  we  were  up  and 
preparing  to  depart  from  the  diity  rooms  and  the 
mandarinish  town  of  the  Great  Wall.  Innumei^ble  damages* 
over  and  abo^'e  those  felt  yesterday,  made  themselves  trouble- 
some,  and  much  in  the  way,  and  my  head  still  swam  a  little 
and  ached;  but  my  eyes  were  the  most  painful,  and  fiery 
hot  from  the  inflaming  glare  of  the  rocks.  Otherwise,  there 
was  nothing  serious  to  remind  me  of  the  exposure  and  buf- 
feting about  that  hod  fui*med  such  a  prominent  episode  in 
our  quiet  trip,  and  I  relied  on  the  excitement  and  exercise 
of  a  day  beyond  the  Wall  to  put  me  on  the  liigh  road  to 
convalescence. 

As  we  were  ready  to  eet  off,  and  one  of  the  spies  in  wait- 
ing had  already  started  on  his  mission  to  inibiTn  the  mag- 
nates of  our  intentions,  the  bill  wm  sent  for,  and  we  fully 
expected  to  liave  something  tremendous,  if  the  charges  were 
to  be  in  proportion  to  the  attentions  we  had  received;  but 
an  answer  came  that  there  was  nothing  to  pay  but  homage, 
for  that  the  inn  was  a  mandarins^  kept  up  by  government  fl 
for  the  con\^enience  of  these  worthies  when  travelling  to  and  " 
from  Mantchuria  ;  and  all  that  was  expected  from  us  as  we 
left  was  a  formal  obeisance  to  the  absent  sou  of  heaven. 
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Certainly  a  very  moderate  demand  for  such  villanous  and 
miserly  accommodation,  which  reflected  no  great  amount  of 
credit  on  the  Emperor's  generosity  to  his  servants,  nor  on 
the  management  of  the  home  department. 

When  pasiiin^t^  out  of  the  main  courtyard,  I  could  not  help 
^ancuig  towards  the  building  where  the  comptrollers  of  the 
mpeiial  household  held  out  so  manfiilly  two  nights  before ; 
and  there,  sure  enough,  I  saw  the  finikin,  pot-beUied  little 
man  of  many  terrors,  the  grinning  man  who  delighted  in 
dilemmas  when  he  knew  he  was  safe  from  peril,  the  young 
bucks  who  smirked  and  swaggered  from  the  inner  room,  and 
^  the  other  members  of  the  establishment  who  had  suffered, 
Hire  or  less,  from  fright  or  confusion  of  mind,  looking  out 
froia  doors  and  windows  with  evident  ilee. 

In  the  streets  a  greater  crowd  tossed  and  tumbled  about, 
and  a  stronger  body  of  Mn*civil  servants  had  to  perpetuate 
the  blessings  of  peace  by  unmerited  castigation,  than  awaited 
us  yesterday ;  but  we  steered  in  tranquillity  through  them 
until  the  military  guard-house  was  neared,  when  we  found 
the  same  decent  display  of  clean  well-dressed  officials  stand- 
ing in  the  way,  and  the  old  blue-button  on  the  steps 
beckoning  us  in.  We  dismounted,  and  our  ponies  were  held 
by  ready  attendants,  %vliile  the  operation  of  real  hand- 
shaking— which  the  iat  'English'  gentleman,  I  suppose,  had 
told  them  was  the  proper  thing  to  do — was  gone  thi-ough, 
and  the  cementing  bevemge  was  handed  romid  wnthin  doors. 

The  thumb  was  in  great  request  in  the  conversation  that 
ensued,  and  the  gesticulations  particularly  affecting  and 
comical  by  turns,  as  the  proceedings  of  yesterday  were  re- 
viewed and  commented  on.  The  Bluebutton  was  one  of  those 
who  made  sure  I  would  return  all  right  from  the  stony  moun- 
tains — *woo-shi*  and  '  1  canna  be  fashed  thinking  othemvise' 
flashed  thraugh  one's  mind  on  this  declaration ;  but  a.s  he 
had  been  instnimental  in  sending  out  the  impotent  searchers 
to  the  foot  of  the  mountains  on  both  occasions,  and  seemed 
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lavishly  gratulatory  on  our  good  kick  in  getting  back,  he 
was  impressively  thanked  for  his  kindness  to  us  unworthy 
strangers,  and  regrets  were  expressed  that  we  could  not 
show  our  appreciation  tif  his  supreme  regard  in  any  other 
way  than  by  words. 

This  put  him  in  a  lively  state  of  body,  if  not  of  ndnd^  for 
he  struck  his  bieaat  as  if  about  to  displace  his  sternum  and 
fracture  all  his  ribs.  He  then  gras^ped  at  something  there, 
which  we  were  to  understand  was  his  heart,  and  which  after 
a  tearing  struggle  he  proffered  to  us  vnth  the  fiercest  self- 
abnegation.  All  he  possessed  was  ours ;  but  surely  we  would 
return  again  and  dine  mtli  him?  No!  Then  his  sorrow  is 
so  bitter  that  he  must  cry ;  and  he  actually  went  tlirough  the 
motions  and  expressions  of  sorrow  very  cleverly,  wiping  his 
eyes  with  a  closely  folded  pad  of  dusky  cotton  stuff,  whieli 
he  drew  from  the  long  sleeve  of  his  coat,  and  throwing  him- 
self into  a  loud  fit  of  supei'ficial  emotion-  But  would  we 
show  him  Tsung*s  passport  again  to  i-ead  —  only  for  & 
minute,  and  we  would  get  it  back? 

There  was  no  understaTidiiif?  this  excessive  desire  to  be 
continually  handling,  and  reading,  and  copying  the  Tien- 
tsin Commissioner's  useful  favotn*;  for,  to  speak  candidly,  it 
was  childish  and  supereragative  to  a  most  exalted  degi'tje,  and 
inexcusable  on  any  pretence ;  but  as  he  had  admitted  the 
validity  of  the  proper  documents,  there  could  be  no  great 
harm  in  letting  him  have  a  farewell  peep  after  the  amuse- 
ment he  had  affoixled  us,  A  pair  of  goggling  speetacles  of 
large  dimensions  were  adjusted  on  the  nose,  after  a  pinch  of 
snuff;  a  very  grave  look  was  suddenly  assmned,  and  he  read 
the  paper  for  the  second  time  with  a  good  deal  of  byeplay 
which  seemed  to  take  well ;  then  it  was  given  over  to  be 
again  copied,  more  for  the  sake  of  display  and  manufacturing 
business,  it  struck  us,  than  anything  else.  A  little  more 
talk  followed,  in  which  we  wei^  surprised  to  be  infonned 
that  he  was  a  Chinaman,  and  not  a  Tartar,  as  we  had  sup- 
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IX)S6d;  and  that  he  knew  the  capital  of  Mantchuria  by  ita 
geograijhicnl  or  Mantchu  name  of  Moukden, — being  the  only 
man  we  met  on  the  long  ride  who  did  so,  and  then  the 
audience  was  finished  with  another  round  of  strong  scented 

When  we  had  once  moi'e  shaken  the  long-fingered  and 
long-nailed  hands^  the  big  man  of  a  dozen  words,  who  had 
all  along  been  very  jocose,  got  up  and  said  with  strongly 
marked  emphasis,  'Go? — good-bye!'  at  which  great  effort  he 
laughed  immoderately*  It  sounded  strange,  and  not  un- 
plea^mtj  to  hear  a  mandarin  at  the  Great  Wall  use  such 
words,  and  with  some  degree  of  pride  too.  They  all  fol- 
lowed us, to  the  street,  and  in  another  minute  we  were  out 
of  their  sight,  The  police  cleared  away  the  crowd  until  we 
were  in  a  busy  suburb  outside  tbe  east  gate,  where  num- 
bers of  men  and  boys  were  fishing  with  rods  in  the  wall 
moat;  the  sides  of  the  street  lined  with  stii'ring  little  shops 
and  8taUs,  containing  all  the  animal  and  vegetable  necessa- 
ries of  Chinese  life^  and  a  stroke  of  trade  driving  on,  rather 
unexpected  after  the  sepulchml  look  the  place  bore  from  the 
hills ;  and  then  they  too  fell  behind. 

We  noticed  a  melancholy-looking  fellow  seated  on  the 
border  of  the  active  thorouglifiire  undergoing  the  punishment 
of  the  cangue — a  public  exhibition  much  more  fatiguiiig  and 
obnoxious  to  the  prisoner  than  our  obsolete  stocks  could  have 
been — in  the  hot  morning  sun.  Poor  wretch!  he  appeared 
very  helpless  and  forlorn  as  he  leant  forward  on  the  edge  of 
the  great  square  board  flistened  round  his  neck,  and  through 
the  centre  of  which  his  head  protruded  in  a  somewhat 
laughable  fashion — as  a  little  child  fed  him  from  a  basin,  and 
a  watchful  guardian  stood  by  to  overlook  the  integrity  of  the 
wooden  collar. 

Out  in  tbe  open  country  it  was  rather  astonishing  to  dis- 
cover a  mounted  man  riding  bebind  us,  for  the  very  ostensible 
purpose  of  guiding  our  steps,  but  in  reality  to  watch  us — an 
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extension  of  magisterial  solicitude  and  thoughtfulness  that 
we  unkindly  bcUeved  we  could  have  dispensed  with,  for  of 
all  things  in  travel  nothing  feels  more  galling  than  to  be 
dogged  by  spies  and  haunted  by  reporters.  However,  we 
never  spoke  to  the  indi^ddual^  but  pushed  on  in  front, 
confident  of  having  his  company  for  many  days,  seeing  that 
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he  bestrode  two  well-filled  carpet  saddle-bags,  and  that  his 
large  yellow  waterproof  coat  was  rolled  like  a  valise  behind 
the  wooden  saddle  to  be  ready  for  a  rainy  day. 

We  had  now  passed  from  the  most  important  of  the 
eighteen  provinces  of  China— that  of  Chili,  signifying  Direct 
Rule,  because  in  it  is  the  capital,  Peking,  from  whence  the 
Emperar  issues  his  mandates  and  proclamations  to  the  great 
empire  he  reigns  ovei' — and  beyond  the  eastern  limits  of 
China  proper,  into  the  south-west  boundary  of  what  is  called 
the  ilantchu  country,  or  Mantcliuria,  through  a  portion  of 
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one  of  the  three  provinces  of  which — that  of  Shinkiiig^t 
was  necessary  for  us  to  move  in  our  way  along  the  head  of 
the  giUt  Under  the  Ming  dynasty  this  part  of  the  trans- 
mural territory  was  named  ^  Tanking/  or  the  Eastern 
capital,  fmm  the  chief  town  in  it;  but  in  our  European  maps 
it  now  figures  by  the  ancient  title  of  Liautmig — east  of  the 
I'iver  Liau — at  one  time  applied  only  to  the  country  lying 
between  the  Corea,  the  Sea  of  Japan,  and  that  large  river  j 
and  also  as  '  Kwantung,'  or  the  region  east  of  the  Pass  or 
Great  Wall,  a  name  better  known  by  the  people  among  whom 
we  travelled  than  any  other. 

We  were  also  on  the  track  of  the  Coreans,  who^  issuing 
at  a  certain  period  of  the  year  from  the  Fung- whang-ting — a 
town  at  the  gate  of  that  name  in  the  palisade  wliich  sepai-ates 
the  Corea  from  Eastern  Mantchuria,  and  through  which 
everything  must  pass  between  the  two  countries — travei^se 
this  pmvince,  and  enter  Heaven's  Empire  by  the  gate  we  had 
just  left,  on  their  mission  to  pay  tribute  and  homage  to  the 
once  mighty  Autocrat,  and  transact  other  political  business 
at  Peking.  The  road,  still  continuing  to  the  north-east,  was 
wide  and  firm,  though  unmade,  and  may  be  busy  enough  at 
some  other  time  of  the  year,  but  now  it  was  almost  lonely, 
and  ran  away  over  gently  undulating  ground,  flanked  on  the 
left-hand  side  for  many  miles  by  quiet  little  villages,  and  on 
the  right  by  fields  and  sandy  |>atches  extending  down  to  the 
waters  of  the  Gulf  of  Liautung, 

At  about  a  mile  fix>m  the  gate  of  the  custom-house  town, 
and  but  a  short  distance  from  the  highway,  stood  a  massive 
square  embattled  tower, — something  after  the  fashion  of  the 
old  Peel  houses,  or  castles  on  the  Scottish  border,  built  of 
brick,  and  about  eighty  feet  high,  but  without  any  outward 
sign  of  defence  beyond  that  of  its  own  height  and  solidity^ 
This,  we  had  been  told  by  the  commander  of  Shan-hai  weis 
the  real  boundary  between  China  and  Mantchuria  in  this 
direction ;  but  in  all  likelihood  he  had  been  in  error,  as  the 
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Wall  must  have  been  intended  to  limit  the  confines  of  both 
countries. 

On  the  other  side  of  this  building,  at  intci^vak  of  what  was 
said  to  be  tiinie  li,  ur  a  mile,  began  a  series  of  circular  Ibrts, 
also  of  brick,  and  furnished  wdth  a  crenelated  jmrapet;  but 
they  were  neither  so  wide  nor  so  tall  as  the  square  one,  and 
altogether  in  outline  resembled  lofty  martello  towers  placed 
on  commanding  positions,  sometimes  on  the  right,  sometimes 
on  the  left  of  the  itiad,  and  folio wng  tlie  coa^t  line  for  a 
stretch  of  about  fifty  miles. 

Many  weix*  ui  a  good  state  of  repair — or  rather  pre- 
servation— and  had  resisted  the  weather  so  well  that  no  signs 
of  decay  could  be  perceived ;  but  otbei's  were  rent,  cracked, 
and  shaky,  imd  sevend  had  been  stiipped  of  the  external 
casing  of  brickwork  by  the  villagers.  They  showed  their 
compact  interiors  of  mud  and  lime  so  plainly  that  there  could 
be  no  doubts  as  to  these  mile  forts  having  been  erected  as 
places  of  temijorary  defence  only  IVom  their  summits,  and  not 
as  habitations  for  garrisons,  or  places  to  wliich  to  fly  for  sup- 
port or  shelter  in  case  of  attack ;  as  their  structure  was  solid 
throughout,  and  tiio  walls  were  a  unifonn  lihmk,  displaying 
neither  door  to  enter  by,  nor  window  to  light  up  a  room  or 
stahcase  Avithin,  thei*eby  leading  one  to  surmise  that  they 
must  have  been  accessible  only  by  means  of  ladders  or  some 
such  contrivance.  h 

1  have  made  eveiy  enquiry  possible,  both  at  the  time  of  our 
journey  and  since,  regarding  the  history  and  uses  of  these 
isolated  works  of  other  days,  but  mthout  much  success.  Their 
object  was  evidently  to  protect  the  coast  agairist  iuvtision 
from  some  sea-going  enemy,  so  that  they  can  hardly  l>e 
considered  as  supplementary  to  the  Great  Wall,  or  as  an 
auxiliary  means  of  repelling  the  audacious  Mantchus  in  their 
attacks  on  that  extensive  line  of  defence;  and  from  their 
integrity  and  general  appearance  appear  to  have  been  thrown 
up  many  centuries  subsequently  to  the  reign  of  the  Ta  Tsin 
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ynasty.  It  is  well  knoi\7i,  howeyer,  that  the  intrepid 
[oiigol,  Kublai  Khati,  the  founder  of  the  Yuen  dynasty,  in 
280  despatched  a  great  array  to  attack  Japan,  and  subjugate 
le  high-spirited  Japanese,  who  had  refiised  tu  acknowledge 
is  supreme  sway  and  to  render  the  customary  tribute  exacted 
■om  neigh liouring  state.':*  as  a  token  of  submission.  The 
spedition  met  the  merited  fat€  of  the  Spanish  Armada,  for 
le  troops  were  wrecked  and  slaughtered,  and  scarcely  a  man 
jturned  to  China, 

^  The  Land  of  the  Day-dawn,'  elated  and  emlioldened  by 
16  defeat  of  the  arrogant  Chinese,  took  the  initiative  in  a 
mg  list  of  retaliator}^  measures,  and  its  predator)^  bunds 
arassed  the  sea-lxyard  of  China  bj"  phmder  and  desolation. 
Eld  midving  dire  ini*oads  on  the  unlurtunnte  country,  whicli 
s  rulers  vainly  endeavoured  to  remedy  and  avert.  From 
le  beginning  of  the  thirteenth  century  up  to  the  end  of  the 
xteenth  did  the  uncouquered  race  sweep  the  cotist  and 
illage  every  place  they  set  foot  in;  especially  in  1388,  in 
le  twenty-second  year  of  Hung-woo  of  the  Ming  dynasty, 
hen  they  caused  that  monarch  much  uneasiness  by  theii* 
holesele  devastations  and  piratical  seizures,  and  drove  him 
t  all  kinds  of  shifts  without  avail. 

At  last  he  solicited  the  comisel  of  a  minister,  Avho,  from 
is  knowledge  of  nautical  inatteri?,  the  emperor  thouglit  would 
&  a  fitting  person  to  give  advice.  In  reply  to  I  lis  Majesty, 
lis  man  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  as  the  Japaiiese  came  by 
sa,  by  sea  tliey  must  be  repelled.  He  said,  '  Let  there  be 
iiilt  along  shore,  at  certain  intei*vids,  places  of  defence, 
:cupied  by  land  troops;  and  between  them  let  vessels  of 
ar  be  stationed.  Thus  in  all  pi'obubility  the  Japanese  will 
13  unable  to  land,  or  if  they  do,  it  will  be  impossible  for  them 

^^ead  themselves.     Further,  instead  of  oppressing  the 
with  troops  brought  from  a  distance,  let  eveiy  fourth 
mxi  of  the  inhabitants  be  required  to  bear  arms/ 
Co  this  proposal  the  Emperor  assented,  and  fift)*  towns 
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(or  towers  ?)  were  built  near  tlje  sea,  each  of  them  defeoded 
by  a  thousand  men,*     But  the  Chinese   annalists   tell  us 
how  ineffectual  even  this  strong  measure  was  to  stop  tlic  fl 
ravagers'  hEinds,  for  they  record  nothing  but  misfortunes  and  ™ 
tales  of  sacking  and  conflagration  for  nearly  two  hundred 
years  after,  and  relate  how  these  irresistible  reivers  fought 
their  way  up  the  Yang-tsze-Kiang  at  last  as  far  as  Nanking, 
clearing    all  l>efore   them,   and  killing    all   who    opposed 
their  onward  sweep  and  fell  into  their  hands.     This  last 
event  occiuTed  in  the  middle  of  the  sixteenth  century,  and 
the  historian  infonns   us   that   about  the   same  time   lead 
bullets  were  fii'st  used,  and  muskets  first  introduced  by 
Japanese,  who  entered  the  country  and  were  captured ;  mid 
their  lives  were  only  spared  on  the  plea  that  they  were  required 
to  teach  the  Chinese  the  use  of  these  arms,  as  their  own  were 
exceedingly  inefficient  and  rude ;  *  an  example  of  llbeiality 
and  willingness  to  borrow,  even  from  an  enemy,  very  dif- 
ferent to   the   close   conservatism  and  blmd  policy  of  the 
present  Mantchu   dynasty,  which    succeeded    that   of  tin 
troubled  Mings. 

May  we  not  then  suppose  that  these  guardian  edifi< 
have   been   a   portion  of  the  minister's   proiK)sed   bulwar! 
against  the  buccaneers  from  Zipangu,  and  tor  some  reason 
or  other  raised  here  to  defend  the  most  vulnerable  corner  of 
the  province,  as  well  as  to  be  a  line  of  outworks  in  advance 
of  the  Gi*eat  Wall  itself?  \ 

Between  ten  and  twenty  miles  from  Shan-hai  Kwan,  when 
the  count r)^  becomes  A^^der,  and  the  high  road  winds  over 
rough  knolls  and  througli  broken  ground,  among  the  luxu- 
riant crops,  and  often  between  thick  rows  of  wUlow  trees, 
the  higher  mountains  to  the  north  and  north-west  as- 
sume an  almost  Alpine  grandeur  in  stateliness  and  outline; 
and  here  it  is  that  the  Wall  shows  out  to  most  advantage 
in  the  brilliancy  and  glow  of  the  morning  sunshine.  The 
*   Chinese  Chronohgif :  Morrigon, 
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pleasaiit  old  Scotehnian,  John  Bell,  of  AnttTmony^  who 
travelled  from  Russia  to  Peking,  in  the  suite  of  a  Russian 
diplomatic  mission  under  Ismailoff,  in  the  reign  of  the 
Emperor  Kang-hi,  142  years  ago ;  and  who  has  left  us  a 
lucid  and  veracious  account  of  tlie  journey,  breaks  out  into 
a  hurst  of  astonisliment  and  deliglit  %vhen  describing  the  part 
of  the  Wall  through  which  they  entered  Chma  away  to  the 
north-west.  He  tells  us,  it  is  commonly  designated  the  *  end- 
less wall-  by  the  ]>eople,  and  expatiates  on  the  magnificence  and 
wonder  of  its  situation  as  it  skirts  from  rock  to  rock,  with  its 
square  tuiTets  here  and  there ;  but  certain  I  am  that  nowhere 
could  it  be  more  gi'andly  viewed,  nor  at  any  other  i>lace 
could  such  a  peculiarly  apposite  and  majestic  a  mnge  of 
cliffs  and  peaks  be  found  to  display  so  well  this  grand  work 
of  man's  hands^  than  in  this  eastern  corner  of  tlie  empire- 
There  is  a  something  closely  allied  to  a  sense  of  sublimity 
that  takes  possession  of  the  niiiid  when  the  delighted  eye  is 
made  to  wander  quietly  along  that  magnificent  range,  whci^ 
many  a  grim  crag  is  imdergoing  transfiguration  in  the 
trembling  saffron-and-blue  aerial  haze  of  the  young  morning, 
and  where  the  acicular  jags,  harsh  and  threatening  in  the 
foreground,  are  softened  and  toned  down  by  the  far  distance 
into  velvety  regularity. 

One  sees  those  cloud-capped  towers  extending  away  over  the 
decli\ities  in  single  files,  until  dwarfed  by  miles  and  miles  of 
-skyward  pei*spective^  they  dwindle  into  jnicroscopical  minute- 
ness, yet  stand  with  the  solemn  dignity  belonging  to  ghosts  of  a 
giant  creation  long  gone  by,  as  if  they  were  condemned  to  look 
out  on  the  march  of  time ;  while  the  brown-and-black  dike  at 
their  feet  hurries  on  with  many  a  tAviist  and  throe  across 
gorge*  defile,  and  ravine,— now  buried  in  fissure  and  chasm, 
then  with  brobdingnagian  spring  tearing  up  the  unmaisured 
height  as  if  in  wanton  turbulence,  altering  the  outline  of  the 
i*ocky  pinnacles  which  in  high  air  it  surmounts,  or  stealing 
along  the  sometimes  compamtively  smooth  nmrgin  of  the 
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most  soaring  of  all  the  I'ange,  it  looks  Eke  a  great  pucker  on 
the  moimtains*  noble  brow^  speeding  along  until  in  the  misty 
neutral  tint  it  appears  but  a  filmy  scratch  on  a  sandstone 
lull  —  a  j5lender  bro%vn  thread  fluttering  in  easy  undulations 
around  the  mountain  tops  a  great  way  off  as  it  fines  down  - 
to   a   shadowy  hair's-breadth    on   its  longsorae  journey  to  1 
remote  Kansu — the  Province  of  pix^found  Peace  I     It  would 
be  difficult  to  find,  in  any  other  part  of  the  world,  a  spectacle 
so  full  of  admiration  and  so  wonder-raising,  as  this  moiifitrouafl 
achievement  of  other  day^s  imfolds  itself  to  the  traveller  who 
rides  along  the  pleasant  road  which  conducts  him  into  the 
Tartar  land  from  the  boundaries  of  old  Cliina, 

It  is  about  this  part  of  the  country  that  we  come  upon 
the  footsteps  of  the  qrvIj  Jesuit  father,  Paul  Verbiest,  the 
priestly  mathematician  and  artillerist;  he  who  wrote  ti^eatises 
and  cast  cannon  for  his  imperial  master,  and  left  behind  hijii 
an  enduring  nionumeiit  of  European  ingenuity  and  skill  in 
thosi;^  astronomical  instruments  of  the  most  exquisite  wort  i 
manship  and  design,  which  yet  stand  on  that  lieglected  weed-  fl 
grown  wall  tower  at  the  south-east  angle  of  the  Taitar  city 
of  Peking;  and  whose  grave  in  the  Portuguese  cemetery,  to 
the  westward  of  the  capital,  still  indicates  where  he  sleeps 
under  a  monument  with  an  imperial  epitaph.  This  woitlij 
missiouar)'',  1  find  m  l)u  Halde,  accompanied  the  ]^3mpei"or 
Kanghi  in  his  progress  into  Eastern  Tartary  in  the  beginning 
of  1682,  after  a  serious  rebellion  of  seven  years*  duration  had 
been  suppressed  by  the  execution  of  three  kings  or  princes, 
one  of  whom  was  strangled  in  the  province  he  had  con- 
quered, another  was  conveyed  to  Peking,  with  his  chief 
partisans,  and  was  there  cut  to  pieces  in  open  court  by  the 
mandarins,  in  revenge  for  the  baxbai-ous  murder  of  their 
relatives ;  and  the  third,  who  was  the  I'ingleader,  had  com- 
mitted suicide  in  order  to  escape  punishment*  His  Majesty 
started  from  Peking  at  a  more  favourable  season  of  tlie  year 
than  we  did — on  the  23rd  of  March — %vith  the  intention  of 
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risiting  LiautuTig,  the  country  of  his  aucestoi^,  aiid  doing 
homage  at  their  sepulchres. 

He  took  with  him  his  eldest  son  of  ten  years,  and  three 
wives,  each  in  a  gilt  chariot^  and  was  attended  by  the  chief 
minister,  the  members  of  his*  Court,  and  the  most  influential 
mandarins  of  all  orders,  wth  a  retinue  so  great  that  it 
numbered  more  than  70,000  persons.  The  accomplished 
Father  was  ordered  to  accompany  the  magnate,  and  be  always 
neai'  his  person,  in  order  to  take  obsen  ations  in  his  presence 
of  the  dis[x>sition  of  the  heavens,  the  height  of  the  pole,  the 
declination  of  each  countiy  (ul>lique  situation  on  the  globe), 
smd  to  take  with  instruments  the  heights  of  the  mountains 
and  distances  of  places,  His  Majesty  desiring  to  be  informed 
about  meteors  and  other  mattei's  in  physics  and  mathe- 
matics. 

The  account  is  brief,  and  almost  devoid  of  interest  or 
assistance  to  the  modern  excui'sionist;  for  the  Father  tells  us 
that  the  road  fn)ni  Peking  to  Liautung  is  pi^etty  level,  and  tliat 
the  four  hundred  miles  in  that  province  are  much  more  uneven 
on  account  of  hiUs.  He  mentions  arriving  at  Shan-hai 
Kwan,  which  he  describes  as  a  fort  situated  between  the 
South  Sea  and  the  Northern  Mountains,  and  that  here 
begins  the  famous  wall  that  sejjarates  Liautung  from  Pcchili, 
and  extends  a  vast  way  along  the  northern  side  over  the 
highest  mountains- 

As  soon  as  the  Imperial  cortege  entered  the  province,  the 
Emjieror  and  his  nobles  quitted  the  main  road  and  took  that 
of  the  hills,  where  they  spent  some  days  in  hunting. 

Paid  then  briefly  sketches  out  how  these  sjiorts  were 
managed,  and  how  the  emperor,  choosing  some  3,000  men 
of  his  guard  armed  witfi  bows  and  darts,  dispersed  on  every 
side  so  as  to  surround  the  mountains,  makixig  a  circle  of  at 
least  three  miles. 

In  this  small  narro%\ing  space,  such  a  brisk  chase  wm  kept 
up  that  the  unfortunate  game,  spent  with  running,  lay  down 
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at  the  hunters'  feet,  and  suffered  themselves  to  be  taken  up 
without  resistance.  He  mentions  having  seen  two  or  three 
thousand  hiii^s  thus  taken  in  less  than  a  day,  besides  a  vast  | 
number  of  wolves  and  foxes.  A  most  ignoble  way  of 
conducting  sport,  certaiidy,  but  a  method  not  altogether 
hicompatible  with  the  easy  turn  of  mind  in  which  a 
Chinaman  usually  seeks  aiuusement  and  excitement,  without 
incurring  an  unpleasant  or  tagging  amount  of  exertion.* 
It  was  but  last  mnter  that  we  saw  the  Tien-tsin  salt 
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A  Hunting  VtHj  (from  a  JfttUe  Drawing), 


merchant,  as  the  wealthy  magnifico  of  our  garrison  town, 
was  styled,  hunting  poor  puss  on  the  dead  flat  beyond  the 
town  wallsj  vrvih.  a  pair  of  slow-running  *  noseless '  Tartar 

♦  This  mt^e  of  hunting  game  ia  very  like  tli6  *  Tinchel  *  of  the  Scottish 
Highlanders,  where  a  circle  of  sportsmeti,  by  surrounding  a  great  space  of 
country  and  gradually  narrow  in  gjbrouglit  immense  quantities  of  deer  to- 
gether, wliich  usually  made  desperate  efforts  to  break  through  the  ring  or 
■Tinchel/ 
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houndB,  from  which  the  hare  could  ^mily  have  escaped  had 
it  not  been  also  pursued  by  a  couple  of  hawks — carried  to 
the  ground  on  the  wrist  of  the  shaven-headed  falconers^  who 
managed  them  mth  the  tact  of  siportsmen,  and  liad  them 
confined,  wings  and  legs,  mth  very  liritish-looking  brails 
and  jesses,  and  hoods  with  scarlet  plumes  quite  after  the 
fashion  of  two  centuries  ago.  The  hunt  was  a  short  one, 
for  the  prey  had  no  sooner  evaded  the  dogs  and  was  getting 
into  its  steady  stride  for  a  good  run,  than  swoop  went  the 
felcons,  and  if  they  did  not  strike  they  drove  back  the  poor 
animal  on  the  dogs,  which  it  could  barely  circumvent,  until 
another  swoop  sent  it  into  their  veiy^  jaws,  and  the  game 
was  over- 

The  slow  sjKirt  was  watclied  by  the  gentle-paced  merchant 
and  his  guests  on  ponies,  without  his  Ix^traying  any  \isible 
marks  oi'  exhilaration,  or  moving  many  yards  irom  the 
starting-place.  But,  in  all  probability^  there  are  some  men 
in  North  China  who  go  on  toot  to  himt  their  game  with 
matchlock,  hawk,  and  hound,  as  the  annexed  copy  from  a 
i*ekingese  dniwing  will  testify ;  in  which  a  regular  encamp- 
ment has  l>een  formed  in  the  snow,  and  the  party  is  returning 
to  the  tented  ground,  laden  ivith  the  results  of  the  battue^ 
and  ready  for  the  evening  meal,  now  in  process  of  cooking. 
To  hunt  as  we  do,  and  gallop  on  swift  horses  over  every 
obstacle,  would  be  nothing  short  of  ftuious  madness  in  the 
estimation  of  our  quiet  friends,  who  cannot  miderstand  why 
we  should  be  so  possessed  and  value  our  lives  so  cheaply* 
Even  swimming  in  the  Peiho  in  moderately  warm  weather 
took  thein  all  by  surprise,  and  one  old  tellow,  after  watching 
the  frolics  of  some  Imiidred  of  our  men  in  the  refreshing 
Waters,  could  not  refrain  from  exclaiming,  that  truly  the 
English  were  a  hardy  but  a  stmnge  |x*ople. 

When  the  road  became  rough  and  wa^y  and  the  day  was 
Hear  its  meridian,  we  lost  sight  of  the  Wall  in  the  dim 
distance,  and  the  pensile   turrets  sank  lower  and  lower  as 
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they  and  the  pre-eminently  lofty  vaiitage-grouTid  on  whkli 
tliey  were  posted,  subsided  behind  the  lower  Iiills  skirtiug 
the  gulf  to  the  nortli-east.  I  then  began  to  think  of  the 
feat  I  had  achieved,  and  the  out-of-the-way  corner  of  the 
globe  we  were  so  auspiciously  venturing  our  heads  into, 
without  the  sihadow  of  a  chance  of  danger;  living  among 
and  trusting  to  the  good  fiuth  and  friendship  of  simple- 
hearted  creatures,  whose  only  faidt — which  they  were  power- 
less to  rt^niedy — was  iniaffected  wondennent  and  curiosity. 
It  may  yet  be  a  long  time  l>efore  the  tbot  of  the  Briton, 
roiuiuiig  from  Dan  to  Beei^heba,  again  seeks  out  thtjse  lonc^ 
some,  but  far  fi^om  unpleasant^  paths  in  this  ultm-muadiine 
region,  and  longer  still  before  we  can  — 

*  Flying  to  the  Eastward,  see 
Sorae  Mrs,  Hopkins  taking-  tea 
And  toaet  upon  the  Wall  of  China." 


I 


When  that  enterprising  and  venturesome  lady,  imbued 
with  the  Quixotic  spirit  of  the  nation  in  worming  out  every 
notable  nook  and  difficult  journey  in  creation^  does  arrive  at 
the  Hill-sea  barrier,  let  her  pi^^fit  by  our  hard  day's  fight  for 
life  among  the  mountains,  and  be  content  to  refresh  herself 
with  the  Sinensian  brew  on  the  rampart  near  the  town^ 
instead  of  a  more  aspiring  situation- 

We  passed  through  a  number  of  small  hamlets  and  what 
would,  perhaps,  be  called  towns — one  of  which,  Hmi-Cliow, 
a  walled  towii,  and  apparently  of  some  imj>ortance  at  a 
period  somcwliat  distant  from  tlie  present,  was  in  dismal 
rains  and  tilthy  in  the  extreme. 

Tlie  midday  halt,  after  twenty  miles  of  a  journey,  was 
in  the  bustling  village  of  Cow-chow- wah,  where  there  was 
a  regular  caravansary  tor  tlie  benefit  of  travellers,  got  up  in 
a  manner  new  to  us. 

A  long  one-storied  house  built  of  brick, — ^the  entire  front 
of  wliicli  had  been  devoted  to  yawning  windows  and  dr»or 
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open  to  the  roiidside,  was  nearly  concealed  by  an  almost 
equally  long  shed  made  of  slender  tree-stems,  and  roofed  in 
by  dry,  rnsset -coloured  fir  bmnches,  beginning  from  the 
half*concave  tiles  and  running  out  on  the  \yath  for  a  con- 
sidemble  number  of  feet.  Underneath  this  numbers  of 
ponies  and  mules  fed  in  mangers,  and  others  stood  saddled 
and  bridled  ready  for  moving  off.  Inside  the  building  little 
parties  of  dustj^  individuals  were  comforting  themselves  on 
the  best  cheer  the  place  could  afford;  and  otIiei*s  sipped  tea, 
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^:>r  sent  out  rolling  clouds  of  smoke 


from  the  over-dried 
lx)bacco  continually  undergoing  a  cloudy  change  in  the  little 
\x)wls  of  homely  pipes.  The  sign-post,  henceforward  to  be 
Xnet  by  the  half  dozen  in  everj^  town,  was  characteristic  of 
Jieople  with  odd  fancies.  Topped  by  a  tiny  conical  oma- 
^l3ient,  it  had,  not  far  from  the  end,  a  sickly-looking  wooden 
fish  pinned  across,  mth  a  ring  in  its  mouth — ^tish  and  ring 
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strongly  recalling  to  our  memories  the  emblematical  salmon 
or  trout  represented  in  the  Glasgow  coat  of  arms  as  gliding 
across  the  stem  of  a  tree — fvom  which  hung  a  line  having  at 
intervals  brown  hoops  with  a  fancy  paper  fringe. 

We  had  scarcely  time  to  note  thet^e,  as  %ve  steered  past  a 
footman  and  an  equestrian  who  were  anxiously  guessing 
what  we  could  be,  and  endeavoured  to  escape  damage 
fix>m  a  mule  cart  that  was  going  eight  miles  an  hour^  when 
four  men  hustled  out  of  the  doorway,  and  anothei:  uncoiled 
himself  from  an  easy  position  in  which  he  was  snoring  out 
the  lazy  hours  under  the  shady  outwork,  to  gather  about 
US-  They  were  a  band  of  swag-bellied  brothers,  each  of 
whom,  for  size  and  weightj  must  have  eclipsed  all  other 
men  I  have  seen  among  a  people  whose  prmcipal  indi- 
cation of  prosperity  in  mind,  body,  and  worldly  estate  is 
the  being  preposterously  fat  and  in  good  case.  The  senior 
of  these  portly  youths  advanced  with  a  rolling  gait  a  pace  or 
two,  and  reclining  his  folded  hands  over  the  amplitudinous 
corporation  that  bulged  out  balloon-like  in  front,  gave  a 
guffaw  that  rumbled  sonorously  from  the  lower  regions  of 
his  immense  body,  and  shook  tlie  yellow  integument  hanging 
in  unctuous  folds  around  his  shining  face;  and  then  in  a  suc- 
cession of  satisfactory  grunts  managed  to  enquire,  ^  Do  you 
come  from  Ta-tsin?'  To  which  we,  translating  the  *Ta- 
tsin*  as  the  old  name  for  China,  or  perhaps  the  more  modem  | 
one  for  Peking,  answered  with  another  grunt,  signifying 
'  Yes,'  and  were  soon  breakfasting  under  the  attentive  aus- 
pices of  the  bulky  family^  and  the  obseiTant  eyes  of  the 
temporaiy  inmates. 

In  the  afternoon  —  such  a  beautiful  afternoon  it  was, 
though  overheated  rather — we  were  more  than  ever  pleased 
with  the  country,  and  the  journey  yet  before  us.  The  road, 
though  lonely  and  duU,  was  by  no  means  bad,  and  some- 
times led  us  through  a  well-cultivated  district  with  dainty 
little  hamlets  sparsely  spread  among  the  tilled  fields,  or  \il- 
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]ag€3  at  pretty  regular  intervals  by  the  wayside,  which,  from 
tie  disprojxjrtionate  number  of  inns  and  fish  sign-posts  dis- 
played^ might  lead  one  to  infer  were  solely  maintained  for 
the  convenience  of  wayfarers  like  ourselves.  At  the  out- 
skirts of  some  were  the  same  description  of  little  temples, 
covered  in  by  old  willo^i-s,  which  we  had  noticed  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Wall;  and  now  and  then,  in  some  favourite 
strip  of  open  ground,  a  lot  of  children  would  be  playing  at 
shuttlecock  with  their  feet,  or  romping  about  at  a  more  bois- 
terous game — one  party,  in  particular,  we  saw  amusing 
themselves  at  blind  man*s  buff,  in  which  the  blindfolded 
urchin  and  his  tormentors  acted  just  as  they  would  have 
done  had  they  shared  our  own  school-day  freaks. 

It  was  somewhat  satisfactoiy  to  be  enabled  to  remark  that 
not  very  unfrequently  blooming  girls  with  uncramped  feet 
oftentimes  joined  in  these  merry  pastimes,  and  gave  a  more 
lively  aspect  to  the  game ;  and  that  in  sundry  cottages^  stfong 
country-women  ventured  beyond  their  thresholds,  busying 
themselves  in  outdoor  labour,  or  strolled  comfortably  in 
natui'al-sized  shoes  with  high  clog  soles, 

We  set  these  down  as  Mantchus;  but  I  am  not  certain 
whether  we  were  correct.     At  any  rate,  they  looked  dif- 
ferent beings  to  the  usual  run  of  sheep-footed  Cliinese  women 
We  had  hitherto  seen,  and  were  doomed  to  meet  everywhere 
in  our  peregrinations  in  the  land ;  for  their  hair  was  quietly 
smoothed  down  about  their  heads,  or  in  the  younger  females 
gathered  up  in  bows,  without  all  that  extravagant  amount 
of  gumming  and  skewering  so  indulged  in  by  the  vain  little 
liodies  of  China ;  and  they  were  taller,  stronger,  and  more 
independent'looking  in  the  long  blue  cotton  goivns  ^^  hich  they 
^ore,  and  which  hung  loosely  about  them,  like  a  chemisette, 
:frora  their  shoulders  almost  to  the  ground,  hiding  the  out- 
lines of  their  figures,  and  leaving  us  only  a  few  inches  of 
their  homespun  trousers  to  locjk  at,  before  these  were  tucked, 
in  a  masculine  manner,  into  the  legs  of  white  socks.     Their 
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faces,  too,  were  round  and  heavy,  and  their  features  were 
less  pleasing,  and  did  not  evince  so  much  intelligence  or    f 
vivacity  as  those  of  the  crippled  i\ives  on  the  other  side  of 
tlie  WaU. 


n;u. 
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Nearly  every  aspiring  little  town  or  lafgcr-sized  village 
had  its  temple  to  Thalia  rigged  up  in  the  public  rcvad,  or  in 
a  shiidy  bye-lane,  ^id  primitive  to  a  degree  beyond  Western 
belief.  These  rustic  theatres  offered  no  more  pretensions  to  ■ 
convenience  or  effect  than  did  the  creaky  four-wheeled 
wagon  on  which  Susarion  and  Dolon  first  exhibited  their  in- 
vention— the  original  comedy — in  the  streets  of  Athens,  for 
a  cask  of  wine  and  a  basket  of  figs.  There  was  a  shaky  old 
cait,  with  more  frequently  two  wheels  than  four,  and  minus 
the  ordinary  sides,  made  safe  for  the  agile  footsteps  of  the 
strolling  Thcspis  by  a  very  limited  platform  of  boards  fixed  M 
on  the  war|>ed  and  cracked  shafts — a  very  small  table  and 
two  veiy  decayed  chairs,  to  serve  as  stage  furniture,  dis[XJsed 
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towards  tlie  back  of  the  conveyance^  and  a  millet-stalked 
framework  prop|>ed  up  on  supports  and  thatched  with  rashes 
to  screen  the  actor's  head  fmm  the  sun;  while  sometimes  a 
form  or  two  would  flank  each  side  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  discordant  orchestra  and  the  teapots. 

There  was  not  much  to  erdiveu  us  for  a  long  part  of  the 
way,  though  the  scenery  was  as  varied  as  our  proximity  to 
the  mountains  on  the  one  hand^  and  to  the  shores  of  the  gulf 
on  the  other,  would  admit.  There  was  stiU,  to  the  leftj  the 
same  kind  of  rugged  grandeur  lianging  about  the  lonely 
mountain  tops^  and  the  same  charming  peeps  of  green  vallics 
and  tilled  fields  occurring  at  tlicir  base  which  we  had  betbre 
admired  j  and  on  the  right  the  yellow  shingle^  with  the  dis- 
tant waters  of  the  eastern  sea,  unspecked  by  any  sail  of  mat 
or  calico,  smoothed  out  in  ai*  unlimited  surface  of  silveiy 
white. 

A  peasant's  cart  sometimes  made  us  move  to  one  side  of 
the   dustj'   road,   but   this   was  seldom.      Once   we   passed 
a  rumbling  old  car,  grunting  and  squealing   through  lack 
of  repair  and  lubrication,  drawn  by  a  sorry  mule,  in  which 
Tv-as   the   earthly  all  of  a  peripatetic  juggler   or   acmbat ; 
consisting  of  unassuming  but  inscrutable  bags   and  boxes 
of  leather,  wooden   swords   and    sham   spears,   ba^^ins   and 
bottles  of  stone,  and  the  little  ornamented  stand,  on  which 
^as  secured  the  tinkling  brass  gongs  and  small  drum,  used 
tjo  give  a  theatrical  effect  to  the  open-air  performance,  as  well 
^18  to  Stimulate  the  eye  and  hand  of  the  hard-up,  weaiy- look- 
ing man  who  strode  at  the  head  of  the  half-starved  beast, 
'^irging  it  on  with  a  duck  or  a  turr  as  if  anxious  to  reach  some 
"town  before  the  night  set  in. 

A  ragged  body  in  female  guise — ^probably  his  consolation 

- — squatted  on  a  bundle  of  odds  and  ends  over  the  axletree, 

«uckling  one  child  and  affording  a  pillow  for  the  heads  of  two 

<>thers,  that  were  too  young  to  follow  the  footsteps  of  two  or 

three  old-fashioned  imps  who,  almost  shoeless,  laboured  along 
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the  side  path.  The  i*ear  was  brought  up  by  an  undersized 
Bruin  which  came  Mmphig  along  footsore,  and  hanging 
heavily  on  the  chain  that  bound  him  to  the  wandering  house- 
hold. He  was  neiirer  the  colour  of  a  Siberian  wolf — thanks 
to  the  mcessant  dredging  to  which  he  was  subjected  in  the 
impalpable  dust — ^than  a  black -furred  bear,  and  showed  him- 
self all  the  worse  for  hard  feats  and  harder  fare* 


Rather  more  frequently  than  we  desired,  we  came  acf 

sundry  stnigglers,  Avhose  appearance,  to  say  the  best  for  tli€ 
was  suspicious.  A  few  wore  desperate  hazards  stamped  on 
their  faces,  while  all  bore  some  kind  of  wea|>on,  oftencr  than 
otherwise  a  spear,  but  witli  what  object  we  could  not  glean,  f 
There  must  have  been  some  cause  for  the  constancy  with 
which  every  man,  young  and  old,  stuck  to  his  arms  in  this 
part  of  the  country.  Even  the  poor  old  wretch  who  drove 
his  donkey  along  the  road,  flourished  a  rusty  lance  over  the 
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load  of  firewood  that  was  piled  on  its  back,  as  if  he  appre- 
hended an  attack.  We  were  afterwards  told  that  this  fashion 
or  necessity  arose  fix)m  the  frequency  with  which  wolves  left 
their  lairs  and  secluded  haunts  among  the  mountains,  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  dense  cover  afforded  by  the  far-extending 
crops  of  millet  in  the  autumn,  and  poimced  upon  travellers 
and  dwellers  near  the  borders  of  these  cereal  jungles;  but 
the  cadaverous  heads  displayed  so  often  by  our  path  rather 
tended  to  confirm  us  in  our  opinion,  that  man  was  more  to 
be  dreaded  than  wild  beasts. 
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THE  dry  beds  of  many  rivers  and  streams  unknown  to 
song  were  crossed,  a  few  of  them  daring  some  portion  of 
the  year  washing  over  a  wide  space  of  pebbly  ground ;  and 
we  forded  others  wliose  volume  had  very  much  contracted 
during  the  summer  draught.  For  some  distance  here  and 
there  the  soil  was  poor,  and  afforded  only  a  thin  dry  herbage 
for  the  sustenance  of  flocks  of  diminutive  black  goats,  and 
scraggy  ponies  and  asses,  which  were  tended  by  wild  un- 
kempt urehins,  who  roved  listlessly  around  their  herds,  or  lay 
in  the  full  face  of  the  cauterising  sun,  crooning  snatches  of 
unearthly -sounding  ditties.  These  were  the  first  glimpses  I 
had  as  yet  obtained  of  a  pastoral  life  in  a  region  where  we 
certainly  expected  to  find  Tartar  nomads,  sauntering  behind 
browsing  swarms  of  cattle  and  sheep,  or  dwelling  in  black 
felt  tents — for  tlie  purchase  of  which,  as  cun'osy  we  had  so 
many  commissions  imix>sed  upon  us  before  leaiing  Tien-tsin 
— and  drinking  mares'  milk,  fermented  or  unfermented,  as 
may  have  suited  their  palates  or  desires*  But  everywhere 
else  beyond  these  uncultivated  pastumges,  congi'egations  of  ■ 
erratic  tribes  would  have  been  as  much  out  of  place,  and  as 
much  bewiKlered,  as  butterflies  in  Fleet  Street;  for  all  was  a 
great  grain-field  and  a  great  fullest  of  strong  stems,  more 
thickly  planted  and  nearly  more  difficult  of  penetration  than 
a  backwoods  forest. 
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In  all  the  vUla^^es  something  was  going  on — fathei's,  wives, 
sous,  and  daughters,  were,  in  many  houses,  or  out  of  doors, 
spinning  cotton  by  very  antediluvian-like  wheels ;  and  grand- 
fetters  and  grandmothers  tmned  the  same  material,  or  silk, 
into  cord  by  means  of  an  iron  weight  set  twisting  ^round  at 
the  end  of  the  string.  The  trarniiing  crockeiy  ware-mender 
assiduously  drilled  holes  in  the  cmcked  and  bi-oken  puts  and 
l»siii8,  and  bound  the  divided  edges  together  with  artful 
little  chimps  of  iron  or  copper.  The  indefatigable  son  of 
Crispin  seated  iumself  at  the  tamily  doorway,  and  soled  or 
patched  the  fronts  of  those  easy  wearing  shoes  of  blue  or 
white  cotton  stuff',  which  for  comfort  we  have  often  thought 
fiir  more  civilised-like  than  our  own  toe-squeezers.  And  the 
barber  lathered  and  shaved  the  heads  and  faces  of  his  dusty 
customers,  or  scraped  the  inner  sides  of  their  eyelids,  and 
trifled  with  their  tympanums  Avith  his  hooks,  pickers,  and 
brushes,  greatly  to  the  gratification  of  the  individuals  so 
operated  on^  who  ap|>eared  quite  happy  while  undergoing 
these  injurious  ticklings. 

Above  all  the  stir  and  bustle  of  business,  the  whizzing  of 
saws,  or  the  clauking  of  copper  and  tinsmiths, — with  the  more 
subdued  hum  of  less  noisy  avocations,  the  rat-tat  tittle-tat  of 
the  blacksmith  rung  out  as  cheeriiilly  and  harmoniously  as  if 
it  were  being  rehearsed  for  the  adaptation  of  another  Handel 
— the  two  strokes  of  the  heavy  sledge  on  the  iron,  and  the 
one  rhythmically  struck  in  by  the  smaller  hammer,  blending 
ill  symphonious  vibrations  with  the  intennediate  jingling  tap 
on  the  hard-faced  anvil,  as  the  perspiring  Cyclops,  Arges, 
and  Brontes  fashioned  and  formed  the  rude  implements  of 
huabimdry  used  in  the  fields. 

One  could  scarcely  forbear  smiling  at  the  odd  resemblance 
of  these  yellow-skinned  Vulcans  to  their  co-artisans  of  the 
West,  as  they  swung  their  weighty  hammers  overhip  with  a 
vigorous  grunt,  and  wore  the  unimpeachable  trade-mark 
stamped  in  a  smutty  dimb  on  each  side  of  their  undeveloped 
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noses.  Little  scraps  and  shreds  of  iron  were  carefully  welded 
into  serviceable  bars  in  the  blaze  of  a  fire  scantily  supplied 
with  coal^  but  made  more  effective  in  its  work  by  being 
covered  over  with  a  piece  of  earthen  pot,  which  threw  back 
the  flamg  on  the  metal,  and  the  heat  was  int^ansified  by  the 
regularly  intermittent  blast  of  air  from  a  wooden  box,  some- 
thing like  a  small  travelling  trunk,  in  which  an  aide  slowly 
pushed  and  drew  the  wooden  piston  that  served  as  a  propeller 
of  air  through  the  noxzle  of  this  very  simple  and  efficient 
bellows, 

Occasionally  in  the  smaller,  but  more  frequently  in  the 
larger,  towns,  one  lights  upon  a  sedulous  lot  of  Chinese 
Wayland  Smiths  —  characters  seldom,  if  ever^  seen  in  the 
South — moiling  away  at  their  humble  occupation  of  assisting 
nature  to  sustain  the  tear  and  wear  imposed  on  the  hoofe  of  M 
the  ponies,  mules,  and  oxen  so  much  employed  in  a  tract  of 
country  without  canals,  and  with  but  roughly  constructed 
roads,  and  pursuing  that  lowly  art  with  care  and  tact ;  an 
art  unknown  to  antique  civilisation,  and  which  is  only  dis- 
covered in  the  modern  world  after  the  wild  hordes  had  made 
their  inroads,  overrun  and  transmogrified  the  older  nations 
of  the  West ;  perhaps  in  the  same  manner  that  their 
barbarous  predecessors  in  Asia  may  have  done  to  facilitate 
their  mpid  advance  towaixis  the  wealthy  capitals  of  these 
nations,  when  the  dwellers  in  the  terror-stricken  towns 
through  which  they  passed  were  unconscious  of  the  utility 
of  ii*on  as  a  means  of  protecting  the  hoofs  of  their  steeds  —  I 
for  we  may  presume  that  the  llonians  knew  nothing  of  this 
most  usefid  m%  which  has  so  altered  the  nature  and 
character,  and  enhanced  the  value  of  our  willing  beasts  of 
dmught  and  burthen,  enlai*ged  the  ways  of  commerce,  and 
benefited  mankind:  %vhen  in  Italy  alone  they  laid  several 
thousand  miles  of  i>aved  road  at  an  enormous  cost  of  time 
and  labour,  and  which  liave  withstood  the  trials  of  2,000 
years,  with   the  object,  among  other  things,  of  preserving 
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their  hHW  feet;  and  we  also  know  that  they  had  to  borrow 
other  motive  powers  than  animal  strength  to  move  their 
hefcvy  wagons  along  these  roads,  because  they  did  not 
know  how  to  shoe  their  horses;  and  this,  in  all  likelihood, 
when  the  Chinese  or  Tartars  were  fully  cognisant  of  the 
principles  and  practice  of  this  species  of  handicraft,  —  for 
with  them  it  bears  evident  signs  of  a  venemble  existence. 

And  yet  it  is  strange  to  find  these  ultra-mundane  shoeing- 
smiths  acting  in  their  way  much  as  our  own  artisans  do, 
and  deftly  using  tools  which,  if  not  quite  identical  ivith  those 
handled  in  the  London  forges,  betray,  one  could  almost 
vouch,  a  common  origin. 

And  so  it  is  with  many  other  cognate  arts  you  can  daily 
see  foUowe<l  in  the  workshops  of  the  towns  of  North  China, 
where  the  analogy  between  the  manufacturing,  preparing, 
and  applying  different  articles,  as  well  as  the  instruments 
required  in  the  processes,  of  the  remote  East  and  West  are 
surprising  and  perplexing  to  the  stranger,  whose  first 
thoughts  are  whether  we  have  borrowed  from  this  people 
or  they  from  us;  or  whether  there  has  been  a  spontaneity' of 
origin  or  invention  at  the  extreme  ends  of  the  earth,  when 
the  wants  of  man  compelled  him  to  seek  new  means  of  pro- 
duction or  utilisation- 

Cogitations  lead  to  nothing,  and  enquiries  go  no  farther ; 

tut  M.  Abel  Remusat  gives  us  a  little  matter  for  speculation 

Tvhen  he  alludes  to  this  affinity  in  his  Memoirs,     Speaking 

of  the  Bflongol  hordes  who  had  swarmed  into  Western  Asia 

and  began  to  exert  a  panic  pressum  on  Euroj>e,  and  tlie 

treaties  and  overtures  that  succeeded  between  the  Tartar 

princes  and  Western  kings,  especially  towards  tlie  t-emiiiia* 

tion  of  the  Crusades,  he  says:  '  The  series  of  events  which 

are  connected  \rith  these   negotiations  serves   to  complete 

the  history  of  the  Crusades;  but  the  part  they  may  have 

had  in  the  great  moral  revolution,  which  soon  foUq^ved  tlie 

relations  which    they   occasioned   between   people    hitherto 
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unknown  to  each  other,  are  facts  of  an  importance  more 
general  and  still  more  worthy  of  our  particular  attention. 
Two  systems  of  civilisation  had  become  established  at  the 
two  extremities  of  the  ancient  continent,  as  the  eflFect  of 
independent  causes,  without  communication,  and  conse* 
quently  without  mutual  influence. 

^  All  at  once  the  events  of  war  and  political  combinations 
bring  into  contact  these  two  great  bodies^  long  strangers  to 
each  other.  The  formal  intervdews  of  ambassadors  are  not 
the  only  occasions  which  brought  thera  together.  Other 
occasions  more  private,  but  also  more  efficacious,  were 
established  by  imperceptible,  but  innumerable  ramifications, 
by  the  travels  of  a  host  of  individuals,  attracted  to  the  two 
extremities  of  the  earth,  %vith  commercial  views,  in  the  train 
of  ambassadors  or  armies. 

'  The  irruption  of  the  Mongols,  by  throwing  everything 
into  agitation,  neutralised  distance,  filled  up  intervals,  and 
brought  tl^e  nations  together ;  the  events  of  war  transported 
millions  of  individuals  to  an  immense  distance  from  the 
pldces  whem  they  were  born.  History  has  recorded  the 
voyages  of  kings,  of  ambassadors,  of  missionaries.  Sempad, 
the  Orbelian ;  Hayton,  king  of  Armenia ;  the  two  Davids, 
kings  of  Georgia ;  and  several  others  were  led  by  political 
motives  to  the  depths  of  Asia.  Yeroslaf,  grand  duke  of 
Sousdal,  and  vassal  of  the  Mongols,  like  the  other  Russian 
princes,  came  to  Kara-Koroum,  it  was  said,  administered  by 
the  empi^ess  herself,  the  mother  of  the  Emperor  Gayouk. 
Many  monks,  Italians,  French,  and  Flemings,  were  charged 
with  diplomatic  missions  to  tlie  grand  klian.  Mongols  of 
distinction  came  to  Kome,  Barcelona,  Valencia,  Lyons,  Paris, 
London^  Northampton ;  and  a  Franciscan  of  the  kingdom  of 
Naples  was  Archbishop  of  Peking,  His  successor  was  a 
professor  of  theology  of  the  Faculty  of  Paris, 

*  But  Jiow  many  others,  less  celebrated,  were  led  in  the  train 
of  those  men,  either  as  slaves^  or  impelled  by  the  desire  of 
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or  by  curiosity,  to  countries  hitherto  unexplored, 
Chance  has  preserved  the  names  of  a  few.  The  first  envoy 
who  came  on  the  part  of  the  Tartars  to  the  King  of 
Hungary  was  an  Englishman,  banished  from  his  countrj^  for 
certain  crimes,  and  wlio,  after  having  wandered  tlirough 
Asia,  had  finally  taken  service  among  the  Mongols.  A 
Flemish  cordelier  met,  in  the  depths  of  Tartary,  a  woman  of 
Metz^  named  Paquette,  who  had  been  carried  away  from 
Hungary;  a  Parisian  goldsmith,  whose  brotlier  was  esta* 
bushed  in  Paris  on  the  Grand  Pont ;  and  a  young  man  fix)m 
the  envii*ons  of  Rouen,  who  had  been  pi^esent  at  the  capture 
of  Belgrade,  He  saw  there  also  Russians,  Hungarians,  and 
Flemings. 

*  A  singer,  named  Robert,  after  travelling  through  the 
whole  of  Eastern  Asia,  returned  to  find  a  gmve  in  the 
Cathedral  of  Chartres*  A  Tartar  was  a  hebnet-maker  in  the 
armies  of  Philip  the  Fair/ 

After  etiumemting  a  number  of  travellers  and  adventurers 
who  penetrated  this  dark  region,  he  goes  on  to  say : — 

*  Many  of  these  adventui-ers  must  have  established  them- 
selves, and  died  in  the  countries  they  went  to  visit.  Others 
returned  to  their  countiy  as  obscure  as  when  they  left  it ; 
but  with  their  imaginations  full  of  what  they  had  seen, 
relating  it  all  to  tlieir  families  and  friends,  and  doubtless 
with  exaggerations ;  but  leaving  around  them,  amidst  ridi- 
culous fables,  a  few  useful  recollections  and  traditions  pro- 
ductive of  advantage.  Thus  were  sown  in  Germany,  in 
Italy,  in  France,  in  the  monasteries^  among  the  nobility,  and 
even  in  the  lowest  grades  of  society,  precious  seeds  destined 
to  bud  at  a  later  period- 

*  All  these  obscure  travellers,  carrjdng  the  arts  of  their 
native  country  to  distant  lands^  brought  back  other  infor- 
mation about  these  no  less  precious ;  and  thus  effected^  uncon- 
sciously, exchanges  more  productive  of  good  than  all  those 
of  commerce*     By  this  means  not  merely  the  traffic  in  silks, 
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in  porcelains,  in  cominodities  frani  Hindostan,  was  made 
more  extensive  and  more  pmcticable,  opening  new  routes  to 
industry  and  commerce ;  but  that  which  was  tar  mom  valu* 
able,  foreign  manners  and  customs  of  before  unknown 
nations,  confined  since  the  full  of  tlie  Roman  empire  within 
too  narrow  a  circle*  Men  began  to  have  an  idea  that-,  after 
all,  there  was  something  worthy  of  notice  in  the  finest,  the 
most  populous,  and  the  most  anciently  civilised  of  the  four 
quarters  of  the  globe.  People  began  to  think  of  studying 
the  arts,  the  religions,  the  languages  of  the  nations  who 
inhabited  it ;  and  there  was  even  a  proposition  to  establish  a 
pmfessorship  of  the  Tai*tar  language  in  the  University  of 
Paris. 

^  Before  the  establishment  of  the  intercourse  which  first 
the  Crusades,  and  then  later  the  irruption  of  the  Mongols, 
caused  to  spring  up  between  the  nations  of  the  East  and 
those  of  the  West,  the  greater  part  of  those  inventions  which 
distinguished  the  close  of  the  middle  ages  had  beeiB  known  to 
the  Asiatics  for  centuries.  All' — speaking  of  a  number  of 
discoveries  and  inventions,  such  as  gunpowder,  the  polarity 
of  the  loadstone,  playing  cards,  printing,  &c. — '  all  were  made 
in  Eastern  Asia  ;  all  were  unheard  of  in  the  West*  Com- 
munication took  place ;  it  was  continued  for  a  century  and  a 
half;  and,  ere  another  century  had  elapsed,  all  these  inven- 
tions were  kuown  in  Eurape.  Their  origin  is  veiled  in 
obscurity.  The  region  where  they  manifested  themselves — 
the  men  who  produced  them — ^are  equally  a  subject  of 
doubt,  Eidightened  countries  were  not  tlieir  theatre.  It 
was  not  learned  men  who  were  their  authoi'S  j  it  was  common 
men,  obscure  artisans,  who  lighted  up,  one  after  another, 
these  unexpected  flames. 

'  Nothing  can  better  demonstrate  the  efiects  of  a  com- 
munication ;  notliing  can  be  more  in  accordance  with  what 
we  have  said  above  as  to  those  invisible  channels  —  those 
imperceptible    ramifications  —  whereby    the   science  of  the 
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m  nations  petietmted  into  Europe,  The  greater  part 
of  these  inventions  ap|)ear  at  first  in  the  state  of  infancy 
in  which  the  Asiatics  have  left  them  ;  and  this  circum- 
stance alone  almost  prevents  our  having  any  doubts  as  to 
their  origin-  Some  are  immediately  put  in  practice ;  others 
remahi  for  some  time  envc4oped  in  obscurity,  which  conceals 
from  us  their  progress,  and  they  are  taken,  on  their  appear- 
ance, for  new  discoveries.  All  are  soon  brought  to  perfec- 
tiorij  and,  as  it  were,  fecundated  by  the  genius  of  Europeans 
operating  in  concert,  thus  commonicatiiig  to  human  intelli- 
gence the  greatest  impulse  known  to  history.' 

You  cannot  help  bestowing  a  ptissing  glance  at  the  opem- 
tions  of  the  Ting-chang-ta^  as  the  shoer  of  hoofs  is  denomi- 
nated^ for  you  may  require  his  assistance  frequently  during 
your  tmvd  to  secure  your  ponies'  clanking  shoes^  or  to 
adjust  a  new  pair;  and  you  are  certain  to  find  him  busy  in 
the  moist  crowded  thoroughfare,  or  in  the  most  stirring 
corner  of  the  market-place. 

He  is  not,  generally,  a  very  bold  man  in  his  callings  nor  has 
he  much  |mtienee  with  skittish  or  unmanageable  solipedes ; 
for  he  too  often  makes  it  his  practice  to  secure  the  unruly 
or  vicious  brute  hi  the  old-fashioned  trevises  or  stocks  — 
exact  counterparts  of  those  employed  by  country  farriers 
in  Britain  and  on  tlie  continent  half  a  century  ago  —  where  it 
is  firmly  bound  and  wedged  in  by  ropes  and  bars,  and 
a  twitch  —  an  instrument  of  punishment  still  tolerated 
and  favoured  in  other  lands  —  twisted  to  agony  round  the 
nnder-lip  of  the  subdued  beast,  until  its  extremities  have 
been  iron-clad.  The  more  docile  imd  submissive  animal 
is  less  harshly  dealt  with,  for  it  is  allowed  to  stand  untied, 
with  one  of  its  feet  flexed  on  a  low  three-legged  stool^  while 
the  workman  shaves  off  gi'cat  slices  of  superfluous  horn  fmm 
the  thick  soles,  by  a  weapon  which  difiers  in  no  particular 
that  we  can  see  from  the  now  obsolete  buttress  of  England, 
or  the  present  boutoir  of  the  French  MarechaL     Perhaps  a 
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fidgetty  draught  animal  does  not  quite  relish  the  idea  of 
parting  fi^om  its  worn-out  shoes,  and  the  squeamish  shoer, 
to  avoid  sundry  imcomfortable  contusions  on  his  shins,  st^mds 
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some  distance  away,  as  he  hammers  at  the  end  of  a  long  thm^ 
pointed  poker,  inserted  between  the  useless  plate  of  iron  and 
the  hoof^  to  twist  it  oft* 

Whether  aware  of  it  or  not,  like  the  French,  the  Chinese 

seem  to  prefer  the  foot  in  process  of  J 
shoeing  being  held  up  by  an  assistant,  in- 
stead of  courageously  grasping  it  between 
their  knees  or  laying  it  on  the  outside  of 
the  thigh,  as  our  farriers  do,  and  dis- 
pensing with  this  auxiliary  and  oftentimes 
needless  help.  The  Tartar  ponies  being 
light-paced  and  small,  and  the  roads  not  very  stony,  the 
shoe  is  light,  thin,  and  narrow,  and  quite  ductile.  It 
is,  in  fact,  nothing  more  than  a  slight  rim  of  tough  iron, 
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piercecl  hy  four  nail-holes,  with  a  groove  for  the  reception 
of  each  nail-hefid ;  and  the  heels  are  (lraT\ii  so  thin  that, 
when  tlie  shoe  is  nailed  on  the  foot,  they  are  bent  inwards 
to  catch  mch  angle  of  the  hiwf  and  thus  support  the 
nails.  Altogether,  it  is  far  moii^  like  one  of  our  o^rn  liorse- 
phoes  than  those  of  the  Attglmns,  the  ^Vi^ahian  or  Barbaiy,  or 
the  Persian  and  Turkish  curiosities^  and  certainly  very  far 
befoix^  the  straw  sandal  everywhere  used  in  Japan  to  protect 
the  horses'  feet. 

There  is  little  care  and  a  great  deal  of  dexterity  exhibited 
in  nailing  on  one  of  these  mm  plates.  The  excellent  strong 
feet  of  the  i>onies  aflbrd  ev  cry  lacility  for  a  rough  and  ready 
job — ^the  overgrown  horn  is  shaved  away  to  a  level  surface :  a 
single  blow  makes  the  shoe  wider  or  narmwer  without 
heating:  it  is  applied  to  the  solid  crust,  and  one  by  one  the 
unbending  nails  are  sent  tltrouofh  the  whole  thickness  of  the 
insensitive  part  of  the  foot  with  a  few  sharp  taps,  tlie  tips  of 
the  nails  being  only  sini|ily  twisted  and  Imniniered  close  to 
tlie  face  of  the  hoof;  and  the  Waylund  timith  lias  eai'ned  Ins 
silver  gi-oat.  At  odd  intervals  one  conies  upon  a  group  of 
these  tinkei*s  arming  the  hot,  painful,  road- worn  toes  of 
prostrate  struggling  bullocks  with  a  nearly  semicircular 
plate  of  metal  on  the  outer  margin  of  the  hoof;  and  so 
smartly,  that  the  Ijellowing  creatures  have  hardl)^  l>een  thrown 
on  the  ground  and  secured  than  they  are  up  again,  proof 
against  the  hard,  sun-baked  roads. 

There  is  yet  another  novel  institution,  connected  with  the 
utilisation  and  preservation  of  domestic  animals,  to  be  found 
in  the  larger  tovviis  of  North  China,  which  is,  perhaps,  alto- 
ja^ether  unknown  in  the  South,  where  canals,  rivers,  and 
streams,  and  the  tightly -piicked  character  of  the  tilled  fields, 
f  urbids  the  expenditure  of  land  in  wide  highways,  and  con- 
sequently abolishes  to  a  very  great ,  degree  the  necessity  of 
employing  animal  labour  for  purposes  of  traffic. 

This  is  the  ^  Yi-ma,*-or  liorsc  doctor,  a  rather  well-to-do 
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and  iiitelligent  pei-sonage  oftentimes,  who  pushes  at  seasoBs 
a  lively  business.  He  \i5it5  his  duxnb  patients  fan  in  hand, 
and  ministers  to  their  ailments  with  the  dignity  and  self- 
possession  of  a  skillful  practitioner,  and  a  useful  member  of 
societ3^  He  is  most  frequently  seen  about  the  public  ways 
in  the  forenoon,  hurrying  on  behind  a  coolie  or  servant,  who 
carries,  suspended  from  each  end  of  a  bamboo  pole,  the  traya 
containing  his  implements  and  drugs.  You  may  here  and 
there  meet  ivith  traces  of  his  handiwork  in  grotesque-lookmg  M 
punctures  on  the  bodies  of  sickly  nags,  or  hocks  grooved  and 
blemished  by  the  too  free  application  of  the  actual  cautery. 

Make  the  acquaintance  of  the  first  good-natured  Vespasian 
you  meet,  and  if  the  rencontre  be  ever  so  brief — if  you  are 
curious  and  humour  him,  jmd  can  talk  to  him  on  his  jirotes- 
sional  mysteries,  you  will  be  sure  to  leave  hira  a  little 
enlightened ;  for  he  is  not  backward  in  imparting  information, 
perplcxmg  and  ridiculous  though  it  may  seem  to  many 
Britons.  He  will  tell  you,  in  all  likelihood,  about  the  Ymig 
and  Ym^  or  the  male  and  female  piTiicipleSj  and  how  these 
have  produced  the  celestial  and  material  worlds ;  and,  if  he  be 
a  scholar,  he  may  quote  tlie  opinion  of  Choo-tsze,  a  venerated 
sage,  and  say  *  that  the  Celestial  principle  in  the  begimiing 
was  male,  the  terrestrial  female ;  that  all  animate  and  inani- 
mate nature  may  be  divided  into  masculine  and  feminine, 
and  nothing  can  exist  independent  of  the  Yang  and  Yin  J" 

This  doctrine  of  materialism  being  so  widely  extended  is, 
of  course^  in  its  dual  capacity,  rigidly  applied  to  eveni:hing 
connected  with  the  lower  animals,  as  well  m  man.  Your 
informant  nmy  cite  the  words  of  the  learned  author  of  a 
work  on  Chinese  Veterinary  Medicine,  published  more  than 
five  generations  ago,  which  are  to  the  effect,  Hhat  though 
the  forms  and  natures  of  the  horse,  ox,  and  camel  *^  the 
animals  of  which  he  specially  treats — *be  so  disiisimilar,  and 
so  different  from  man,  yet  arc  they  all  equally  amenable  to  the 
influences  of  the  Yin  and  Yang ;  for,  as  in  him,  it  is  only  by 
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a  hannonious  and  due  union  of  them  in  their  proper  propor- 
tions and  qualities,  that  those  sanative  conditions  on  which 
utility  so  much  depends  can  be  developed  and  maintained; 
when  this  is  departed  from,  disease  is  the  result/ 

You  mil  soon  discover  that  this  man,  like  our  own  empi- 
rical farriers,  has  had  a  lot  of  idle  notions,  vague  traditions^ 
and  mouldy  recipes,  as  well  as  the  most  approved  modes  of 
■  perfonning  operations,  handed  down  from  the  accumulated 
'  experience  of  generations  in  the  ancestral  line;  mth,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  few  stereotyped  facts  swamped  in  the  middle  of 
silly  whimsies,  instruments  in  a  case  carefully  treasured, 
and  bearing  inscriptions  which  tell  of  their  great  age.  This 
instrument-case  and  its  contents  is  certain  to  be  a  w^onderful 
curiosity.  It  is  made  of  a  brown  kind  of  leather,  something 
in  the  form  of  the  pipe  and  tobacco  pouch  carried  by  almost 
every  individual,  with  too  long  thongs  to  suspend  it  to  the 
girdle*  This  is  the  operating  receptacle,  and  the  first  article 
he  will  show  yon  may  possibly  be  a  small  round  peg  of  iron, 
not  unlike  a  skewer,  which  he  uses  when  a  hors^  is  lame 
from  cold  (rheumatism?)  by  making  it  red-hotj  wrapping  it 
round  with  tow  and  oil,  and  then — having  incised  the  skin 
in  several  places  over  the  diseased  textures,  with  an  arrow- 
headed  lancet — thrusting  it  two  or  three  inches  deep  among 
the  muscles- 

The  next  may  chance  to  be  a  slender  iron  hook  with  a 
sharp  point,  to  seize  and  drag  out  the  useful  membrane  at 
the  injier  comer  of  the  horse's  eye,  for  the  purpose,  he  will 
aver,  of  dividing  a  small  tumour  which  forms  on  it  some- 
time-S,  and  which  causes  tlie  animol  to  '  leave  its  grass/  and 
be  dull  and  heavy.  If  you  hint  that  he  must  be  mistaken, 
and  that  the  tumour  he  imagines  to  have  gro^vn  there  is  not 
only  natural,  but  of  the  highest  ser^^ice,  he  will  incredulously 
smile^  and  withdraw  a  tube  from  its  comer,  made  like  a  sur- 
geon's canula,  but  oi^  a  thick  goose  or  eagle's  quill,  having  a 
number  of  small  holes  in  its  circumference  near  the  round 
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end*     With  this  in  his  hand,  he  will  boaat  of  the  number  of 
pomes'  lives  he  has  saved  when,  at  a  certain  season  of  the 
year,  they  have  been  allowed  to  eat  too  much  grass,  and 
death  from  suffocation  is  imminent  by  the  distension  of  th^m 
abdomen  diminishing  the  capacity  of  the  chest;   and  if  at 
pony  or  mule  be  near,  he  will  obligingly  indicate  the  exact 
spot  over  the  large  intestine  where  he  makes  a  cut  and  a 
pimcture  for  the  introduction  of  the  tube  and  the  escape  oi 
the  dangerous  gas. 

In  this  wonderful  wallet  he  also  carries  a  small  puncK 
expel  the  deciduoui^  incisors  in  young  animals^  when  tlieti 
are  loose,  or  when  it  is  fancied  that  they  prevent  mastication. 
He  will  go  through  the  operation   of  venesection   if  yoi 
desire  it;  and,  rendering  the  jugular  vem  turgid  by  pressi 
at  the  lower  part  of  the  neck,  apply  the  point  of  his  barlKJ 
shaped  lancet  to  the  skin  over  that  vessel,  then  drive  it  in  by 
a  little  wooden  mallet*     But  he  does  not  apjirove  much  of 
bleeding,  and  nearly  agrees  with  a  popular  Chinese  physician* 
as  to  the  little  benefit  to  be  derived  from  the  abstracticHi  of 
blood  in  fever. 

'  A  fever/  writes  this  medical  authority,  ^  is  a  boiling 
pot ;  it  is  requisite  to  reduce  the  fire  and  not  diminish  the 
liquid  in  the  vessel  if  we  wish  to  cure  the  patient/ 

After  making  you  acquainted  ^vith  a  number  of  peculiar 
aHicles,  each  of  which  has  its  own  allotted  share  in  surgical 
demonstrations^  he  will  choose  a  seton  needle,  in  sbai>e  the 
faC'Simile  of  a  sailmaker's,  to  finish  his  catalogue;  and,  as  he 
carefully  puts  them  all  in  their  places  again,  takes  the 
opportunity  of  dilating  on  the  wonderful  cures  he  has  made 
with  this  needle,  in  reducing  tumours  aiid  oj>ening  abscesses 
by  passing  it  through  their  substance  and  lm\ing  in  a 
medicated  thread  of  hemp  for  an  indefinite  j>eriod,  I& 
knowledge  of  anatomy  is  rather  crude  and  confused,  thougi 
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he  is  j>erteetly  aware  of  the  existence  of  an  arterial  pulse  in 
several  superficial  [)arts  of  the  body  ;  but  if  you  place  his 
finger  on  the  tempoi'al  aitery,  you  will  undoubtedly  be  de- 
lighted with  the  joyous  grin  that  overspreads  his  face  at  the 
discovery  of  anotlier  pulse;  and  when  he  begins  to  enlighten 
you  on  the  vast  importance  to  be  attached  to  the  fi-equency 
and  force  of  the  arterial  contractions,  he  looks  grave  and 
learned. 

He  has  the  whole  surface  of  the  body  mapped  out  into 
fjates  of  aecessy  such  as  the  'golden  gate,'  the  *gate  of 
life/  &c.  These  lead  to  internal  organs,  and  when  one  of 
these  organs  is  supposed  to  lie  in  a  morbid  state,  a  plaister  or 
some  other  application  is  stuck  over  the  gate,  and,  if  very 
serious,  a  small  quantity  of  medicine  is  given  by  the  mouths 
By  the  latter  mctliod  of  curing  the  disease,  more  j)articularly 
when  the  beast  out-of-sorts  is  fretfid  and  unwilling  to  be 
coaxed  to  swallow  unpilat cable  stiiflFs,  he  uses  gentle 
measures  at  firsts  and  finding  these  not  succeed  proceeds 
to  more  potent  inducement*  Over  the  branch  of  a  neigh- 
bouring tree  he  flings  a  sort  of  head  collar,  with  a  species  of 
bent  gag  iron  bit,  called  '  Tiau  ehiau' — literally  'Hanging 
bit  '—which,  when  put  on  the  invalid,  answers  admimbly 
the  double  [mrpose  of  elevating  the  head  to  a  proper  height, 
by  pulling  the  end  of  the  rope  downwards,  and  keeping 
open  the  mouth.  If  still  refractory  in  spite  of  patting  and 
mild  expostulations,  the  ^  Npi^-fs::  ^  or  *  twister,'  as  they  dub 
tiie  twitch,  is  screwed  on  the  upper  or  under  lip,  and  the 
unpleasant  medicine,  in  a  semi-fluid  mass,  is  pomed  dowm 
the  rebellious  throat  by  means  of  a  drenching-hom,  identical 
with  our  own  equine  medicine  administrator,  and  Avith  a 
tact  and  neatness  quite  his  own. 

He  appears  to  be  familiar  with  a  pretty  large  class  of 
diseases,  and  talks  as  if  he  were  very  confident  of  being 
competent  to  contend  successfully  with  them,  especially  with 
that  scourge  of  the  equine  mce — ^glanders.     From  what  he 
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says,  you  may  gather  that  the  Chinese  have  no  schools  for 
the  teaching  of  veterinary  science  in  any  part  of  the  Empire; 
though  at  Peking  there  is  a  Medical  Hallj  which,  however, 
does  not  bear  the  character  of  being  invested  with  any  great 
degree   of  influence  in  disseminating  or  advancing  the  veiy 
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elementary,   and    often   preposterously  erroneous   state    of! 
medical  knoi\rledge  found  among  the  quack  and  legitimate] 
practitioners  in  Chinese  towns.     Indeed,  when  we  visited! 
the  Hanlin  Yuen  or  Imperial  Academy  at  Peldng — at  which, 
we  were  infoiined^  besides  otlier  sciences  taught  there,  that 


EFFICACY   OF  HORSE-FLESH. 


4or 


of  mcdicme  was  inculcated  —  we  found  the  buildiiiff  aa 
niinous  and  as  lonely  aa  the  sheep-pens  of  a  market  are 
when  unoccupied.  So  tliat,  it  would  appear,  the  heding  art 
exists  aiid  is  taught  only  by  the  peripatetic  quacksalvers. 

In  small  towns  and  villages  there  are  none  of  these ;  so 
when  an  ammal  is  sick,  or  any  epizootic  makes  its  appear- 
ance, there  is  a  consultation  among  the  owner's  friends  or 
le  sages  of  the  place  to  devise  the  best  means  of  cui-e ; 
'and  when  anything  very  serious  occurs^  entailing  great  loss 
of  property,  incense  is  burnt  to  exorcise  the  evil  spirits  or  to 
ap|>ease  the  wmtii  of  the  angry  god — for  they  seldom,  if  ever, 
think  of  conciliating  the  good-wLU  of  their  idols  until  they 
find  themselves  in  trouble. 

Our  veterinary  friend  has  faith  in  the  efficacy  of  horse- 
'fiesh  in  certain  of  the  ills  which  prey  on  mankind,  and 
L^esides  is  rather  inclined  to  hippophagy  when  an  accidental 
^■oath  gives  lum  a  good  carcase.  His  ideas  concerning  the 
^^oble  steed  in  life  or  in  death  are  odd  enougli,  and  he  would 
have  no  scruples  in  subscribing  to  such  freaks  of  fancy  as 
^Hbe  foUowhig,  which  are  written  in  a  celebrated  Chinese 
^vurk,  tlie  Pu7i  Tsau  or  '  Herbal/  published  three  or  four 
^HiBnturies  ago, 

^W  '  The  best  kind  of  horse  for  medical  purposes  (says  this 

I     standard  autliorlty)  is  the  pure  white.     Those  found  in  the 

^■outh  and  east  are  small  and  weak.     The  age  is  known  by 

^Kie  teeth.     The  eye  reflects  the  full  image  of  a  man.     If  he 

I"    eats  rice  his  feet  become  heavj^ ;  if  rats'  dung,  his  belly  will 

grow  long ;  if  his  teeth  be  rubbed  with  dead  silkworms  or 

black  plums  lie  will  not  eat,  nor  will  he  feed  if  the  skin  of  a 

rat  or,  wolf  be  hung  in  his  stable  or  manger.     He  should  not 

be  allowed  to  eat  f roqj  a  hog's  trough  lest  he  contract  disease  j 

and  if  a  monkey  be  kept  in  the  stable  he  will  not  ikll  sick, 

I     The  flesh  is  a  good  article  of  food;    that  of  a  pure  white 

'     stallion  is  the  moat  esteemed  and  healthy.* 

One  author  recommends  eating  almonds  and  taking  a  meal 
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of  rush  broth  if  tte  person  feels  uncomfortable  after  a  meal 
of  hoi-se-flesh.  '  It  sliould  be  roasted  and  eat^n  with  ginger 
and  i)ork ;  and  to  cat  the  flesh  of  a  black  horse  and  not  diink 
wine  with  it,  will  suixily  produce  death.  The  fat  of  the 
crown  of  the  horse  is  sweetj  and  good  to  make  the  hair  grow 
and  the  face  to  shine/ 

The  milk,  heart,  lungs,  liver^  kidneys,  placenta,  teeth, 
bones,  skui,  mane,  tail^  brains,  blood,  per^pimtioi^  &Ct,  are 
all  lauded  as  remedicB,  or  articles  of  diet  in  various  dise-ases. 

^When  eating  horse-flesh  do  not  cat  the  liver,  because  of 
the  absence  of  a  gall-bladder  in  that  organ,  which  renders  it 
jxiisoiious/  '  The  heart  of  a  white  horse,  or  that  of  a  cow, 
hog,  or  hen,  when  dried  and  rasped  into  spirit,  and  so  taken, 
cures  forgctfulness ;  if  the  patient  hears  one  thing  he  knows 
ten/  '  Above  the  inside  of  the  knees  and  below  the  hocks 
the  horse  has  yi-yan^  or  ''night-eyes''  (the  horny  excrescences 
growing  in  these  situations),  which  enable  him  to  go  in  the 
dark  and  by  night;  these  are  useful  in  toothache.*  '  If  a  man 
be  restless  or  hysterical  when  he  wishes  to  sleep,  and  it  is 
requisite  to  put  him  to  rest^  let  the  ashes  of  a  horse's  skull 
be  mingled  witli  water  and  given  him,  and  let  him  have 
another  skull  for  a  pillow,  and  it  will  cure  him/* 

It  was  dusk  when  we  tmtcred  one  of  the  long  suburban 
streets  of  Chnng-hue-soh — a  street  with  high  embankments 
on  each  side,  and  with  large  business-like  shops,  built  of  brick, 
perched  thereon. 

Passhig  through  the  ruts  and  pu<ldles,  with  lots  of  eager 
spectators  on  every  liand,  we  readied  the  town  walls,  which 
were  lufty  and  apparently  in  good  repair;  and,  though  the 
temptation  was  stix)ng  within  us  to  explore  the  interior,  as  a 
gateway  opened  before  us,  yet  bearing  #till  in  lively  remem^ 
brance  the  infelicitous  reception  and  unnecessary  trouble  we 
had  been  subjected  to  in  our  last  halting-place  for  the  night, 


I 


Williams'  MidoUe  King^f^it. 


CHUNG'HUE-SOH 


we  thought  it  most  advisable  to  keep  clear  of  the  public 
functionaries  for  the  future.  We  determined  to  take  up  our 
quarters  hi  one  of  the  outside  irms,  where  we  should  stand  a 
better  chance  of  passsing  the  dark  hours  unnoticed,  and  of 
departing  on  the  mnrrow  without  a  watch  on  our  movemeuts^ 
like  the  one  who  had  followed  us  nenrly  all  day,  and  whom 
we  had  parted  with  just  before  nightthll,  when  he  sileiitly 
dropped  liehiiid,  and  wan  then  hunying  back  to  Shan-hia 
Kwau  to  give  an  iiccount  of  our  doings  to  the  fussy  niagis- 
tmtcs. 

Chung'hue-soh  gave  every  token  of  being  the  lai'gest  and 
busiest  town  on  the  way  since  we  left  Tieu-tsiiL     Tlie  main 
fhorouglifare  running  parallel  with  the  wall  was  nothing  but 
^hops,  and  though  they  were  all  closed,  or  the  doors  but  slightly 
ajar,  revealing  a  very  scantily-lighted  range  of  interiors,  yet 
the  tenants  were  thickly  ginniped  in  front  laughing,  chatting, 
playing   at   some   game,    or  making   music   of  a  mumpish 
hypochondnacal  character   to  the  strumming  of  the  three- 
is  ti'iiiged  banjcj. 

We  had  nearly  a  mile  to  walk  before  a  house  of  enteitain- 

annent  was  found,  and  it  was  none  of  the  cleanest ;  for  as  soon 

tts  our  evemng  meal  was  concluded,  to  the  intense  relief  of 

he  hundreds  who  had  been  l^ewildering  their  eyes  at  om* 

tiiiheurd-of  maiuiers,  M*  felt  the  rooms  so  hot  and  dusty  that 

lie  was  tain  to  make  himself*  a  shake-down  outside,    1  gave 

crhase  to  sundry  scorpions  which  were  moved  by  curiosity 

und  the  Lxlorous  fumes  of  the  food  to  leave  their  hidhig-places 

znid  approach  my  kang.      Tlien  we  went  to  sleep  for  the 

night,  but  not  till  after  several  failures,  as  some  donkeys  in 

^he  courtj^anl  jiraved  more  than  usually  kind  in  the  exercise 

of  their   vocal  organn   for  oiu'  anuisement,  and  more  than 

once  prompted  us  to  speak  of  them  harshly. 
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SUimAY  MORNING  ^ — LONELY  SCKNEBT  —  BE0QAB8 BCINS  OF  XING  TUXW 

CUQVf  —  GRAIN      WAGONS  —  MAKTCt!URL\K     Li  —  STDPIDITT      OF      TOE 

COUKTKT    PEOPLE SHIN    SHAN — A   PASTORAL   PICTURE — ^COKVOT    OF 

CATTLE TOE    FLOCKS PACK    SADDLE     TKAN5EH>RT — THE    APrROACH 

TO    KIN   CUOW^ — KIN   CHOW TOE    MAEKET-PLACE — MEAT    A^D   FEUIT 

—  GOOD  HUMOUR  OF  THE   CniNESE*  J 
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rPHE  morning  of  the  13tli  July  was  a  Sunday  morning, 
-^   and  was  ushered  in  by  as  lovely  a  sunrise  as  could  b^l 
desired  in  any  part  of  the  world.     We  were  early  afoot^  and 
soon  receiving  the  fidl  benefit  of  a  good  start  fmm  our  plac< 
of  temporary  sojouiTi,  where  we  had  slept  well,  despite  th 
i^tenches  and  noise. 

Our  rides  had  been  long  and  mthout  intermission  since  wte 
began  the  journey ;  our  ponies  looked  none  the  woi 
certainly,  for  their  exertions,  though  each  day  had  seen 
eiglit  and  ten  hours  in  the  saddle;  but  we  were  apprchensiv 
of  overtaxing  their  strengtli  and  remarkable  enduraiiec*, 
well  as  fatiguing  oiirselves  uimecessarily  by  these  forcei 
j<mrneys  of  forty  or  forty-five  miles  a  day.  So  prudeno 
dictated — and  perhaps  the  remaining  sensations  of  our  divert 
tissemmi  at  the  Great  Wall  recommended — ^a  Sunday's  rest, 
on  which  occasion  we  made  up  our  minds  to  be  satisfied  wtli 
half  a  day's  tmvclling,  should  suitable  acconunodation  offer- 
It  took  us  a  little  time  to  get  clear  of  the  town,  for  its 
environs  assumed  compamtively  large  pi*opoitions,  I>esides 
carrying  a  veiy  creditable  ap[)earance  of  business^  notwith-^M 
standing  the  early  hour ;  and  then  we  had  to  cross  a  fordable 
river,  undisturbed  by  any  kind  of  craft,  but  which  might  at 
other  times  greatly  aid  the  commercial  transactions  of  tlie 
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mercantile  community  of  Cliung-hue-soh.  The  road  or  track 
ran  np  from  the  hot  and  air-stagnatcd  plain  to  the  higher 
land  edging  the  waters  of  the  gulf^  gi\ing  us  in  exchange  tor 
sandy  roads  and  shingly  streams,  undulating  stretches  of 
green  sward  or  reeky  paths,  over  acclivities  and  down  in  easy 
curves^  where,  if  the  soil  coold  not  be  forced  to  carry  its 
allotment  of  grain,  cattle  and  ponies  grazed  in  small  troops. 
From  the  most  elevated  knolls  we  occasionally  caught  a  peep 
of  the  scalloped  shore,  and  the  unruffled  sea  looking  smoky 
in  the  early  morning  haze. 

But  all  was  so  imaccountably  lonely,  and  so  Sabbath-like 
on  this  morning  and  forenoon,  that  it  would  have  needed 
more  than  an  ordinary  degree  of  self-persuasion  to  induce 
ourselves  to  believe  that  we  wei'^  wandering  among  such  a 
toiling,  work-a-day  people  who  have  no  holy  day  of  rest,  or 
that  we  were  in  the  vicinity  of  busy  towns  and  striving 
villages  doomed  to  the  unremitting  din  and  motion  of  traffic 
and  labour.  In  the  universal  hush  of  nature,  when  such  a 
tmnquil  and  glad  quiet  reigned  over  a  feir  expanse  of  diversi- 
fied country,  Sabbath  thoughts  certainly  came  thickly  upon 
us,  and  as  we  leisurely  moved  along,  with  nothing  but  the 
sunlit  scenery  around  to  awaken  reflection,  the  day  of  rest 
and  Christian  thankfulness  conjured  up  home  scenes,  and  we 
had  almost  looked  to  the  little  clumps  of  trees  for  a  tapering 
spire,  and  strained  our  hearing  to  seize  the  faintest  echo 
of  the 

U*  Village  bells 
Fallmg  at  intervfib  upon  the  ear 
In  cadence  sweet  1  * 

But  no ;  the  revered  meraoiy  of  such  scenes  and  sounds  had 
no  realisation  hercj  and  it  was  somewhat  soiTowful  to  think 
that 

*  The  £ound  of  the  churdi-going  bell, 
These  t alleys  and  roeks  never  lieard  ; 
Never  sigh*d  at  the  toll  of  a  knell, 
Or  smiled  when  a  Sabbath  appeared/ 
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After  winding  about  a  good  deal,  and  meeting  only  one 
pedestrian,  we  descended  again  into  the  lower  ground,  where 
we  pa^ssed  a  sort  of  Madge  Wildfire — ^a  mxing  dementit  old 
body  Avith  uncrippled  feet,  in  dirty  rags,  und  with  a  garland 
of  wikl  fluwer.s  stuck  on  her  head,  who  laughed,  sang,  aad 
cried,  by  turns,  us  she  allowed  us  to  ride  by  her  unsolicited 
for  charity.  Farther  on  we  came  across  many  other  beg- 
gars— old  men  and  old  women,  blind  or  lame — the  women 
with  natural  si^ed  feet,  kneeling  by  the  roadside  and  suppli- 
catiiig  ahns  as  earnestly  from  us  as  if  they  had  been  quite 
familiar  with  the  presence  of  foreignei^s  for  years ;  one  old 
cro6n  even  going  out  of  her  way  so  far  as  to  slang  and 
curse  us  like  an  Irish  hag,  because  we  did  not  satisfy  her 
demands* 

At  length  we  drew  rein  at  the  diminutive  harnlet  of 
Wang-hia-tyer,  where  there  was  an  imi  more  inviting  and 
secluded  than  any  we  liad  inspected  in  the  nicely  situated 
villages  in  the  neighbourhood ;  and  ojiposite  wliich  we  saw  a 
large  harbour  protected  seaward  by  two  islands,  and  thougli 
apparently  very  shoal  on  the  land  side,  yet  affording  I'efuge 
and  an  anchorage  to  a  number  of  junks  brought  up  strag- 
glingly  to  their  hawsers.  On  the  thick  telt  mats  spread  over 
die  'kang'  we  spent  the  aftenioon  and  the  night,  and, 
thoroughly  rested,  began  om'  onward  course  early  next 
day. 

In  Du  Halde's  '  China '  the  worthy  father,  A'^erbiest,  in 
describing  his  travels  in  Mantchu  Tartary,  mentions  the 
state  of  decay  in  which  he  found  the  places  he  saw  there, 
^  All  the  cities  and  towns  I  saw  in  Liautoong/  he  says,  ^  and 
which  are  pretty  numerous,  lie  in  ruins,  eveiyTvhere  appear- 
ing nothing  but  heaps  of  stones,  bricks,  and  old  rubbish. 
Some  few  houses  have  been  lately  built  within  the  enclo- 
sures of  these  citieB — some  of  earth,  others  of  remains  of  the 
old  buildings,  but  few  of  brick,  most  thatched,  and  in  no 
order.      There   remains   not    the   least   mark    of  a    multi- 
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tude  of  towns  and  villages  that  stood  before  the  war 
(the  period  when  the  Mantchus  succeeded  to  the  imperial 
rale);  for  this  i>etty  Tartar  king  (Tientsung,  the  father  of 
the  first  Mantchu  emperor),  who  began  these  wars  with 
very  small  forces,  recruited  them  mth  the  inhabitants  of 
the^e  places,  which  he  afterwards  destroyed  to  deprive 
his  soldiers  of  the  hopes  of  returning  to  their  native 
country.' 

That  was  two  centuries  ago,  and  shortly  after  Tieiiming 
— the  first  redoubtable  chief  of  the  Mantchus,  who  caused 
the  last  emperor  of  the  Ming  dynasty  to  feel  his  power 
and  tremble  at  his  revengeful  manifestos — had  by  le^-ies, 
conscriptions,  imposts,  and  unbearable  exactions,  reduced 
the  people  of  this  province  to  a  pitiable  condition- 

We  could  see  nothing  of  these  dilapidated  tenements  and 
cities  tlien  reduced  to  rul)bish,  until  after  passing  the  twovil* 
lages  of  Twso-chang  and  To-tia-dsi^  about  ti\"e  miles  from  the 
coast,  where  there  was  a  large  and  lofty  island  bristling  up 
neai-  the  shore,  we  came  to  Ning  Yuen  Chow,  once  a  walled 
town  of  the  second  order,  agreeably  situated  a  short  distance 
fixjm  a  good  level  road,  and  among  trees^  but  where  at 
present  everything  was  lonely  and  desolate,  as  we  peeped 
within  the  gateway  of  the  crumbling  brick  enclosure.  Not 
a  living  thing  stirred;  the  houses  were  roofless,  and  tlie 
walls  of  the  greater  number  throwTi  dotVTi;  while  the  central 
street  up  which  we  glanced  was  imtrodden,  and  monoj>olised 
by  weeds  or  green-scunnned  pools.  The  grey  havoc  of  age, 
and  apparent  wanton  destiniction,  seemed  to  point  to  this 
period  of  Chmesc  histoiy,  w^hen  quiet  citizens  were  deprived 
of  their  homes  and  forced  to  bear  arms  under  the  impetuous 
Mantchus,  and  afforded  us  the  only  example  or  proof  of  the 
probability  of  such  an  occun-enee  as  that  mentioned  by  the 
worthy  Jesuit- 

The  country  did  not  improve  on  this  day's  ride,  m  the 
houses  became  less  and  less  tasteliil,  and  the  people  dirtier 
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and  lazier-Iookiiig  than  those  we  had  hitherto  frateniiscd 
with. 

We  passed  jnm\y  wagons  laden  with  agricaltural  pi-o- 
diice,  in  the  shape  of  hags  of  pulse  or  millet^  some  of  them 
with  as  niaiiy  as  twelve  mules  or  ponies*  dniggiiig  them 
along  over  the  uneven  ground,  to  the  stimulating  chirrup  of 
a  great  sun-burnt  wagoner  in  a  straw  hat  and  light  garb, 
who,  Anth  legs  extended,  like  another  Colossus  of  Rhodes, 
from  one  shaft  to  the  other,  tugged  Ms  reins^  or  artistically 
cracked  a  long  wliip,  with  a  report  as  loud  as  a  pistol,  to  stir 
up  the  struggling  team,  always  disposed  in  two  lines  of  three, 
and  one  of  two,  in  front  of  the  sti'ongest  beast  yoked  in  the 
shafts.  Right  well  they  responded  to  the  incentive,  and 
moved  the  stiff  machine  through  the  most  disheartening  of 
tracks  with  a  willingness  quite  wonderftil ;  their  rude  hames, 
and  cane  or  hempen  tmces,  passing  thi^ongh  wide  harness 
and  shaft-rings  to  be  attached  to  the  axletree,  standing  the 
fierce  tugs  or  steady  strain  remarkably  well. 

Otherwise,  the  way  was  silent  and  di'cary,  and  the  absence 
of  lively  passengers  or  crowded  to^^ls  made  the  day's  dis* 
tance  long  and  monotonous.  The  remains  of  the  round 
towers  we  had  noted  as  we  left  the  Great  Wall  still  accom- 
panied us,  as  they  showed  their  more  or  less  shattered  struc- 
tures perched  on  plain  or  height;  and  between  Sai-miau  and 
Cow-chow — two  little  bourgs  of  an  unpretending  aspect^  a  fine 
bay,  about  five  miles  in  width,  swept  round  to  within  two 
miles  of  the  mad,  the  entrance  to  it  being  pTOtccted  by  a 
high  island  -  while  on  the  western  side,  the  spur  of  a  moun- 
tain running  at  an  acute  angle  troui  the  seemingly  intermi* 
liable  chain,  swept  across  our  pith,  and  stopping  suddenly 
when  it  had  gained  the  sea,  formed  a  bold  jiromontory  on 
one  corner  of  the  little  fritli,  and  gave  a  stronger  contrast  to 
the  softly -si  oping  shallow  beach. 

The  dullness  of  the  jouniey  was  much  aggravated  by  the 
uncertainty  of  the  number  of  U  we  had  to  travel  before 
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coming  to  a  suitable  restiiig-pla^e-  Since  leaving  the  Wall 
we  had  renson  to  believe  that  instead  of  three  li  to  a  mile^ 
as  on  the  Chinese  side,  the  inhabitants  counted  only  two, 
and  as  this  made  a  material  diflerence  where  the  road  was 
pircclled  out  by  us  into  so  many  stages  each  of  120  li  — 
three  of  these  to  a  mile — enquines  were  frequent  when 
the  long  day's  allotment  seemed  never  likely  to  be  overcome 
by  any  amount  of  trotting  and  urging  onward. 

To  our  qxiery  of  how  many  li  it  still  was  to  such  and  such 
a  place,  which  we  had  resolved  to  make  our  evening's  halt, 
some  dotard  old  vilkger  would  look  at  us  bewildered,  with 
eyes  staring  and  mouth  a-gape,  and  unable  to  utter  a  word. 
^Shin  Shan,  toh-sha  li  lu?*  would  be  repeatedly  dinned  into 
his  venerable  ears,  until  one  almost  gave  up  the  attempt  to 
nuike  him  understand  his  own  language,  and  infonn  us  how 
many  li  it  was  to  Shin  Shan  j  and  when  alxjut  to  leave  in 
despair  and  vexation  at  the  stupidity  of  the  amazed  bumpkin, 
there  was  little  consolation  or  benefit  to  be  derived  from  his 
suddenly  coming  to  himself,  and  bawling  out  in  an  off-hand 
way,  as  he  wheeled  on  liis  heel,  ^  Sliin  Shan  is  twenty  li,  or 
mare.' 

The  six-and-a-half  miles  would  be  carefully  computed  by 
the  time  it  would  take  us  to  traverse  a  rugged  patch  of  eountry% 
Mayhap  ^  dreamy  sort  of  a  little  \nllage  would  lead  us  to 
hope  that  our  day's  toil  was  over,  and  that  the  inn  about 
which  we  had  been  told  at  our  last  night's  quartei^s,  was 
ensconced  somewhere  in  the  short,  trec-sliaded  street  before 
us-  '  Shimiah  te  fang?*  one  of  us  would  call  to  a  browned 
son  of  toil  enviously  reclining  on  a  rest~in\iting  natural 
couch  near  liis  cottage  door,  jiretty  confident  that  we  had  at 
\mt  attained  Shin  Shan,  and  that  the  inn  was  ready  to 
receive  us.  In  vain,  however.  The  never-absent  pipe 
was  unremittingly  puffed  away  at  as  he  listlessly  looked 
at  us  and  tried  to  think,  and  the  question  would  be  re- 
peated again  and  again,  each  time  more  distinctly,  slowly,  and 
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emphaticall},   and   each  time   with  a  larger  admixture   of 
that  piquant  grasseyement  and  profuimdj  guttiu'al  eiiunciatic 
that   T    believed    the    perfection    of  the    spoken    inandaril 


tongue* 


Banishing  to  unmentionable  regions  such  a  stupid  i^ce 
people — for  who  so  irrital>le  and  uncivil  as  a  Imngiy  an 
fatigued  traveller — we  would  set  ponies  and  cart  in  motic 
again,  and  when  we   had   got  almost  beyond   hail    of  ou 
taciturn  friend,  would  hear  him  halloo  ^  Shm  Shan -a,  it  ^ 
more  tliaii  twenty  li.' 

'  Kippletringiiu  was  distant  at  first  a  '*  yey  bit,"  then  thfl 
gey  bit  was  "aiblins  tln*ee  miles; "  then  the  three  miles  int 
*Hike  a  inile  and  a  hittock,"  then  into  ''four  mile 
thereawa/'  But  it  was  a  weary  lang  gate  yet  to  Kipplc 
tringan,  and  unco  hea^^^  for  foot  passnngers.'  So  we  rehearsed 
as  we  thought  of  Guy  Maimering  anrl  his  weary  ride,  whf 
our  (.listance  seemed  ever  to  be  tlie  twenty  h'  and  more;  mii 
sui^ly  the  vagueness  of  a  dozen  miles  in  Scotland  or  Irehin^ 
was  never  so  tantalisiiigly  manifested  as  in  this  day's  ferret 
ing  out  of  Shin  Shan  beyond  the  Great  Wall 

So  it  was  long  after  dark,   and  some  time  Iiad  elapse^ 
since  we  had  seen  the  last  ploughman  in  the  tiist  vunishin| 
t>vilight  wendiaig  homeward  with  his  plough,  carric^d  on 
little   wooden  wheelless  platform — dragged  by   Iris   mixd 
string  of  animids^  to  [jreservo  it  from  the  wear  of  tlie  ]*oad^ 
before  this  distant   'tang'   vnth   \ti^   ncver*to-be'discover 
house  of  entertainment  was  hailed,  and  odr   half-faniishc 
party  joyfully  put  up  in  tolerable  cleanliness  and  quiet. 

Kincliow  fu,  the  departmental  town  of  one   of  the  tvn 
divisions  of  the  province  of  Shinking,  and  a  town  of  the  fir 
order^  was  said  to  be  only  thirty  li,  or  about  twelve  mik 
distant  from  Shin  Sluin ;  though  to  the  northward,  and  coa-^ 
siderably  off  the  direct  course  we  had  deemed  it  best  t^ 
pursue-     Still  we  had  reasons  stning  enough  to  induce  us  t^ 
sacrifice  half-a-day^s  time  and  labour  to  obtain  some  notion 
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of  what  is  eiToneoiislv  stated  in  a  recent  work  on  Cliina  to 
lie  the  part  of  Moukden — the  capital  of  JIantchuria — and, 
still  greater  mistakcj  only  fifteen  leagues   from   that   city. 
.Our  caniian  heard  the  intimation  witli  a  frowning  counten- 
ance and  a  veiy  sluggish  gait,  and  Ma-foo  seemed  more  than 
usually  put  about;  but  there  w^as  no  help  for  it  on  their 
side.     Before  the   sun  had  time   to   show  itself  above  the 
horizon,  we  wert^  aseendirjg  the  highland  to  the  northward 
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igain,  and  climbing  over  rocky  hills,  and  scampering  over 
"tields  almost  impassable  by  ruts  and  gaps,  until  at  length  we 
lighted  upon  what  we  were  disposed  to  solace  ourselves  with 
%is  a  real  bit  of  Tartar  sceneiy* 

A  fine  piece  of  pasture  land  extends  for  somewhat  about 
len  miles  to  the  north  and  north-east,  consisting  of  a  long 
strip  of  level  ground,  with  richly -green  low  sloping  hills  rising 
evenly  to  the  foot  of  the  lofty  mountains  about  fifteen  miles 
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off.  It  was  speckled  with  lai'gc  flocks  and  herds  of  cattle, 
ponie:^,  slieop,  goat3,  mules,  donkeys,  and  pigs  goin«;  to  the 
hillsides  and  to  the  phiin;  producing  a  variety  of  sights  and 
sounds  quite  pa^tnml  and  unique  in  this  grain  and  vegetable 
giY)\sing  land*  When  farm-houses  with  their  low  flat  roofs 
ahnost  screened  by  trees^  and  walls  built  of  tlie  stone  cut 
from  the  neighbouring  quarries,  all  but  concealed  by  fences 
and  stacks,  peei*ed  out  fmui  some  cheeiful  seclusion  and  sent 
their  thin  liues  of  bliie  smoke  curling  up  into  the  cool 
morning  sky,  one  could  not  help  Ix^ing  reminded  of  the: 
more  fertile  portions  of  the  fells  of  Yorks<hire  and  Laii^ — ^J 
cashire-  ^M 

Yet  there  was  the  peculiarly  wild  and  inimitable  song  o- 
the  solitary  herdsman  sounding  strangely,  but  b}*^  no  nmnnei 
of  means  un[*leasantly,  in  bis  retired  post  as  he  leant  on  hh 
crutch-shaped  stick;  and  the  shrill  squeak  of  a  juvenile  riisti- 
who  was  lazily  s|>reading  himself  out  on  tlie  bare  back  of 
shaggy  ix)ny  wliich  is  attentively  eyeing  the  movements 
the  erratic  members  of  the  herd,  and  tlie  rider  listlessly  while 
away  the  early  houi^s  with  this  Inirlesque  concordia  dkeom 
Hesilthy-looking  but  rather  dirty  men  go  skirliTig  about 
they  with  ])ainful  care  giither  up  the  much-prized  fructifvin^-2^^ 
element  from  behind  the  heels  of  the  grazing  quadni]>edffM^ 
and  deposit  it  in  wicker  baskets;  the  gowan  and  the  butteBT*- 
cup  spmig  up  among  the  short  herbage,  and  the  smell  of  tlm^ 
meadow  plants  is  extremely  refreshing  after  a  close  night  Ln 
a  closer  inn. 

High  u]>  in  the  clouds,  the  lark  eii^:*Ies  and  sings  gushingly 
to  the  melancholy  pe-weet  of  the  startled  lapwing,  while  the 
neighing  of  the  ponies  or  the  bleating  of  the  sheep  tnins- 
j)orts  me  once  more  to  tlie  island  of  tlie  West.  These  ponies 
are  larger  than  those  I  usually  see,  standing  thirteen  or 
fourteen  hands  high  and  well-proportioned ;  theii*  colours  are 
various,  the  lighter  ones,  especially  white  with  bay,  browti, 
or  black  spots,  appear  to  be  preferred.     The  cattle  are  not  w 
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much  amiss  for  a  non-improving  people,  and  are  mostly  of  a 
light-red  or  bay  colour,  tolerable-sized  but  rather  bony ;  they 
are  not  unlike  the  Irish  breed  of  cattle,  though  finer  skinned; 
and  yet  do  not  exhibit  a  tendency  either  to  fatten,  nor  seem 
likely  to  prove  good  milk-givers,  should  their  OAvners  ever 
chance  to  test  them  in  this  quality,  as  they  are  generally 
flat-sided,  light-bellied  brutes,  apparently  bred  only  for  pur- 
poses of  draught.  The  sheep  were  the  white-wooled,  broad- 
tailed  animals  of  the  same  stamp  as  those  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  and  the  Asiatic  Steppes — excellent  mutton,  and  as 
savoury  as  the  tenderest  rib  of  our  own  black-faced  treasures. 
The  Croats  differed  in  nothino^  from  the  shrivelled  dwarfish 
toys  we  had  met  on  our  first  day  this  side  of  the  Wall ;  the 
pigs  were  us  repulsively  black  and  ugly  as  elsewhere;  and 
the  asses  and  mules  in  as  good  condition  and  well-cared-for 
trim  as  we  found  them  everywhere. 

We  fell  in  with  a  long  convoy  going  towards  Shin  Shan, 
composed  of  ponies,  mules,  and  sturdy  little  donkeys,  all 
carrying  their  loads  on  their  backs,  as  the  country  was  too 
heavy  for  wheeled  vehicles ;  and  no  animals  could  get  along 
better  under  the  weight  they  carried  than  they  did.  The 
pack-saddles  were  worthy  models  for  any  director-general 
of  army  trans|X)rt,  and  the  packages  were  so  carefiiUy 
adjusted  on  each  side  of  them  that  girths  or  surcingles  were 
unnecessaiy.  Some  of  the  donkeys  had  as  many  as  half-a- 
dozen  half-empty  bags  of  grain  lying  across  their  unprotected 
backs. 

Turning  to  the  eastward  again — for  we  had  been  going 
almost  due  north — a  fine  prospect  opened  before  us  of  a  well- 
wooded  plain  stretching  far  away  below,  and  in  the  middle, 
the  notched  walls  of  a  city,  and  the  prevalent  well-defined  wall- 
towers  standing  high  above  the  trees.  This  was  Kinchow — 
or  as  the  natives  pronounce  it.  Chin-chow,  the  second  city  in 
importance  beyond  the  Wall.  The  view  from  the  higher 
ground,  just  as  the  outline  of  the  city  is  sighted,  we  thought 
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specially  commendable,  and  would  have  been  Yeiy  guilty  ofl 
an  injustice  to  ourselves  and  to  it,  liad  we  not  drawn  rein 
and  indulged  our  vision  for  a  tew  minutes* 

Regaining  the  level,  we  soon  found  ourselves  in  tlie  midst  I 
of  cultivated  fields  in  a  forward  state  for  an  early  harvest. 
Their  banks  —  for  here  the  fields  were  banked  bi  from  the 
road  —  were  overspread  with  ivild-flowers,  among  which  we 
gladly  single  out  the  thistle,  the  wild -lavender,  the  sunflower, 
and  the  little  blue  forget-me-not  sparkling  here  and  there  in 
the  rank  gi^ass.  The  roadsides  are  thickly  planted  with  old 
willows,  laurels,  and  stray  elms,  and  a  large  partially  enclosed^ 
park  of  closely-set  trees  on  our  left  was  perhaps  a  promenade  " 
or  pleasm*e  resort  for  the  townspeople,  as  we  saw  several 
well-dressed  women  stumping  along  with  their  arms  in  full! 
swing  to  preserve  their  equihbrium,  while  they  took  their  I 
ailing,  and  othei*s  were  seated  on  low  foi'ms,  having  their 
forenoon's  on  dit  or  ramble  into  the  murky  precincts  of  the 
Hyrcynian  wood.  They  were  but  slightly  disturbed  by  our 
startling  appe£U*ance  so  near  them,  for  they  scarcely  yielded 
so  much  to  fear  or  curiosity  as  to  give  our  turban ed  heads 
and  black  hairy  faces  more  than  a  momentary  squint  before 
they  resumed  their  tale,  H 

The  houses  improved  in  exterior  and  size,  the  passengers^ 
along  the  side-paths  became  more  numei^ous  and  better  clad, 
kitclien  gardens  took  the  place  of  niaixe  and  millet,  and 
everything  foretold  our  approach  to  a  large  town.  The^e 
were  all  in  turn  left  behind  j  a  wide  waste  of  black  quag- 
mirish  ground  lay  between  us  and  the  south  side  of  the  cily,. 
with  a  rather  broad,  but  now  very  shallow  river — the  Siau-ling* 
h6  —  running  through  it,  but  destitute  of  everything  except! 
some  two  light  ferrj'-  boats  in  an  ineflFective  state,  and  a  long  i 
plank  bridge  laid  on  trestles  spanning  the  sleepy  waters  foF 
about  200  feet,  Thb  M  is  easily  forded,  and  in  a  few 
minutes,  despite  the  awfully  deep  cesspools  that  forbade  ourfl 
advance,  and  nearly  poisoned  us  when  the  wagon  wheek^ 
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stirred  them  up,  we  were  in  the  rancid  tumbled-up  suburb 
which  we  can  unflinchingly  pronounce  to  be,  if  possible, 
worse  than  any  other  suburb  we  have  been  inveigled  into,  for 
foul  gases,  fermenting  filth,  and  muddy  confusion. 

Having  got  thus  far,  it  became  a  serious  question  whether 
we  could  go  on  at  all,  as  the  ways  were  deadly  sloughs  more 
than  axletree  deep,  and  the  news  of  our  arrival  having  already 
been  bruited  abroad,  the  entire  population  seemed  to  have 
thought  it  their  duty  to  leave  everything  to  look  and  talk 
about  us. 

*  What  strange  men  I '  *  what  wonderful  clothes ! '  *  what  as- 
tonishing boots!'  and  *what  marvellous  saddles  and  bridles! ' 
were  trifling  exclamations  compared  to  others  ringing  in  our 
ears.  There  was  no  help  for  it  but  to  send  the  cai-t  on  by  an 
easier  street  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  to^vn  where  we  could 
meet  it,  and  then  make  a  hurried  sally  into  the  city. 

The  walls  were  in  good  repair,  and  offered  nothing  to 
our  notice  we  had  not  already  seen.  The  gates  were  wide 
and  strong,  but  the  great  granite  flags  paving  the  way  that 
led  through  them  were  sadly  in  need  of  repair  or  renewal. 
The  city  appeared  to  be  nearly  of  a  square  form,  and  each 
side  about  half  a  mile  in  length.  The  guard-room  was  on  our 
right  immediately  within  the  inner  gate,  and  it  exhibited  a 
little  more  care  and  a  better  attempt  at  display  than  any  other 
place  of  the  kind  we  have  yet  seen  in  the  land.  It  was  raised 
three  or  four  feet  above  the  level  of  the  street,  and  railed 
in  fipont  with  gaudily  painted  spars  and  arm- racks,  in  which 
were  a  profusion  of  large  bows  and  cases  full  of  arrows,  with 
swords  and  all  varieties  of  ludicrously-shaped  lances,  bill- 
hooks, pole-axes,  and  pikes  done  up  in  brilliant  colours. 
Within  the  little  apartment  some  half  dozen  men,  like  field 
labourers  or  coolies,  were  so  intent  on  gambling  that  they 
did  or  would  not  observe  our  entrance. 

The  street  was  moderately  wide  for  a  Chinese  thorough- 
fere,  and  clean  too ;  and  the  shops  erected  on  each  side  of  the 
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channeled  way  were  many  of  them  large  and  tidy*  The 
of  most  ample  dimensions  and  business  appearance  were 
appiT>i>riated  for  the  storing  and  sale  of  grain  —  tlie  staple 
commodity  ;  while  the  smaller  tenements  furnished  the 
ordinary  daily  necessaries  and  hixuries  consumed  by  the 
citiziHis,  We  penetrated  as  far  as  tlie  centre  of  the  town, 
where  a  lofty  tower  perturated  by  four  gateways  bmught  us 
to  the  junction  of  the  four  main  streets,  and  to  a  point  where 
as  much  of  the  place  was  visible  as  we  cared  about  seeing. 
Close  by  was  a  main  guard-mom  with  a  few  unsoldier-like 
loons  hanging  aliout  the  door,  and  a  snufty-nosed  petty 
officer  anxiously  awaiting  our  departure  to  mount  a  seniggy 
cai)arisoned  galloway  that  sn<jrted  and  plunged  when  we 
approached.  Tins  domestic  warrior  eyed  us  suspiciously^ 
and  rather  ill-naturedly,  I  thought,  but  we  wert^  so  busy  in 
the  crowd  about  us  that  we  had  no  time  to  care  much  for  his 
fav(mr  or  displeasure. 

ThiTc  was  a  far  greater  attraction  for  us  in  an  assemblage 
of  stalls  rigged  up  on  tlie  [>avement  under  the  archwiiys. 
We  made  for  them  at  ouce,  as  our  oixlinary  every-day  fare 
was  becoming  irksome,  and  the  country  inns  utforded  i!o thing 
beyond  the  detestable  pig,  garlic,  and  fowls  in  a  state  of 
manisnius,  with  eggs  at  times  in  the  finishing  stage  of  chemical 
metainor[>lu>sis.  Gladdening  to  the  eyes,  and  consoling  to 
an  often  insulted  stomach,  was  the  sight  of  tai?tefully-arniyed 
quarters,  legs,  imd  loina  of  mutton  suspended  and  laid  out 
on  the  Iilue-cottoned  butcher's  t«m|>orary  shop-front;  and 
pregnant  with  savoury  and  nutritive  i*eininiscences  in  the 
memory  of  a  noith-countr^Tuan  was  that  display  of  neatly 
and  well-singed  sheeps'  heads^  ranked  up  on  the  nan'ow 
benches  for  the  selection  of  customers-  But  most  alluring  of 
all  were  the  baskets  of  peaches,  nectarines,  apples,  and  gmpea; 
displayed  on  every  side  on  that  hot  forenoon. 

We  had  scarcely  time  lo  cast  our  eyes  up  each  street, 
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and  to  note  that  the  one  to  the  east  was  crossed  by  lines 
fix)m  eveiy  shop,  on  which  were  fastened  little  triangular 
flags  of  various  and  bright  colours,  inscribed  with  the 
owners*  names  and  occupations,  giving  the  long  vista  quite 
a  gala  appearance.  That  to  the  west  was  inhabited  by  the 
poorer  portion  of  the  population,  and  contained  what  must 
have  been  at  one  time  a  splendid  specimen  of  the  North 
China  pagoda,  but  which  was  now  ruinous,  having  been 
stripi)ed  of  the  external  covering  of  brickwork, — the  internal 
foundation  of  earth  and  wooden  tmns verse  beams  were  alone 
remaining;  while  the  street  to  the  north  was  little  better 
than  a  dirty  lane  through  squalid  cottages  and  smallware 
dealers'  hovels. 

We  came  to  the  conclusion  that  Kinchow  was  not  the 
trading  place  we  had  been  led  to  believe  it  was,  but  that  it 
must  rely  for  its  business  character  on  its  port,  which  we 
inferred  must  be  near  the  mouth  of  the  river,  some  ten  or 
twelve  miles  off.  We  gave,  however,  but  little  tune  for 
considering  the  subject,  being  rigorously  intent  on  the  pur- 
chase of  fruit  enough  to  fill  every  pocket  and  saddle-bag, 
and  mutton-chops  sufficient  to  give  us  a  reparatory  feast  in 
the  evening.  The  vendors  of  these  goods  were  never,  per- 
haps, more  readily  or  liberally  paid — though  we  could  not 
complain  of  their  charges,  considering  that  mytton  was  sold 
to  us  for  something  less  than  a  penny  a  pound,  and  fruit 
enough  in  quantity  and  quality  to  invalid  half  a  regiment 
for  about  sixpence. 

An  immense  concourse  of  people  swarmed  around  us 
while  we  were  initiating  the  butcher  into  the  art  of  cutting 
mutton-chops,  but  they  were  remarkably  civil,  and  said  or 
did  nothing  that  could  give  us  the  slightest  offence.  As 
they  gathered  in  behind,  they  thrust  those  in  front  forward, 
And  these  resented  the  inconvenient  pressure  or  crowding-in 
u{>on  us,  by  setting  up  a  counter  squeeze,  during  which  a 
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decently-clad  young  fellow  was  shoved  over  a  bucket  of 
water  and  got  himself  slightly  saturated.  Enraged  at  this, 
he  vented  his  wrath  on  those  immediately  in  his  rear  by 
scolding  and  dashing  the  water  in  hafidfuUs  over  them,  very 
much  to  the  mirth  and  laughter  of  not  only  the  bystanders 
but  the  sufFerei'S  themselves,  who,  instead  of  seeking  repara- 
tion by  a  game  of  fisticuifs  as  an  EngUsh  rabble  of  the  saina 
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class  would  have  done,  seemed  to  enjoy  the  fun,  and  pe: 
mitted  us,  the  unwitting  cause  of  the  mishap,  to  depart  ir^ 
peace  and  plenty. 

At  some  of  the  shop-doors,  we  saw  what  was,  to  us,  a  nev^ 
variety  of  the  lark   species  confined   in  cages,  but  as   bM-- 
were  moulting,  and  the  owners  were  remoipiig  them  out  o 
the  way  of  the  crowd,  we  had  no  chance  of  examining  them^    M 
We  could  only  discover  that  the  people  called  this  variety  th^^"i 
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San-ma-chow,  that  the  plumage  on  its  back  resembled  very 
closely  in  markings  that  of  the  button  quail,  and  that  over 
each  eye  was  an  elliptical  lemon-coloured  line.  Bird- 
collecting  being  then  our  favourite  hobby,  we  were  vexed 
that  fortune  had  not  favoured  us  here  in  obtaining  a  victim 
feathered  sufficiently  to  warrant  us  in  purchasing  and  pre- 
serving it  for  future  comparison. 
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UJkBW   CDRIOSITY^ — FILTHY   IIABITJS   OF  THK    FEOFLE  ^^ — THRIR     IKlVirFEtt* 

KKCK    TO    THK    PROPERTIKS    OF    SOAP   ANT)   WATER SIlE-TSOC-TANli    AT 

TIIIN-TBIK — BTKASUNG    CIUNIiLSE COST   OP   VAPOLtR    BATH PU\'aiCAl* 

HrPKKHJlEITV  OF  THE  51  EN  OK  NO  [IT  II  CHINA  — GOOD  SERVICE— I GNO- 
RAKCl:  OF  THE  GRKAT  ENGLISH  NATION  —  CULTIVATION  OF  T<1BACC0 
WELLS   OW   TA-LING MANTCIlt;    UQllfiKS  —  SUSPlClOUa   CUAELACTKES. 

EMERGING  from  tlie  gate  we  hiid  entered  by,  we  pa59e<l 
eastward  through  another  i>oition  of  the  suburb,  where 
we  found  the  eurt  and  unr  driver  working  up  the  mindii  of 
the  gruundluigj^  to  a  pitch  of  ral»id  curiosity  mther  annoy- 
ing than  othenvise.  But  the  Yimg-ro — ^Sineusian  for  shei'[j*i5 
flesh — ^was  safely  deposited  in  the  coolest  and  roomiest  corner 
of  the  vehicle,  the  vegetables  wei'e  hung  from  the  franie  of 
the  cover,  and  guarding  our  treixsui^es  with  an  uinii^ual 
degree  of  attention,  we  scrambled  out  of  the  uncomfortubte 
lo€ulit)%  winch  possessed  some  large  buildiugij  we  took^  or 
mistook,  for  potteries. 

All  the  womenkind  were  out  to  scrutinise  us,  and  we  had 
am(>le  opportunity  afforded  to  enable  us  to  surmise  tliat  the 
morality  of  tlie  place  was  not  of  the  liighest  oi-der,  nor  the 
ieniinine  beauty  or  modesty  other  than  of  a  veiy  low 
type. 

Meretricious  looking  Messalinas  jeeiH3d  and  smiled  wan- 
tx>nly  towards  us  from  beneath  their  indecorous  mai^ks  of 
paint,  as  they  uneasily  tried  to  maintain  themselves  eix^ct  on 
their  fksluon-mpped  feet,  or  leant  iigainst  tlie  walls  or  the 
shoulders  of  some  debauched  Lothario.  It  was,  ]>erhaps,  iis 
well  that  we  did  not  understand  much,  if  anytliing,  of  their 
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language.  Everybody  was  piggishly  dirty,  and  carried  about 
an  alluvial  deposit  of  such  a  tliickness,  that  one  could  scarcely 
forbear  wondering  they  did  not  become  fossilised  within  the 
muddy  encasement  daily  and  houriy  accumulating  about 
their  persons. 

The  people  of  North  China  are  certainly  not  addicted  to 
tubbing,  and  of  all  of  the  Eastern  races  the  Chinese  in 
general  are  surely  the  most  indiflPerent  to  pei*sonal  cleauli* 
ness.  At  every  step  in  one  of  their  towns  this  is  more  and 
more  apparent,  and  examine  and  enquire  where  and  when 
you  may,  you  can  never  discover  at  what  time  or  wliere  a 
Chinese  performs  his  ablutions. 

In  the  towrfs  and  villages  I  had  passed  through,  especially 
in  those  situated  on  the  banks  of  rivers,  I  looked  in  vain  for 
wash-houses  or  yellow  skins  being  scrubl)e(l  in  the  fresh 
flowing  water;  and  since  leaving  the  banks  of  the  Peiho,' 
had  not  been  able  to  discover  the  faintest  clue  to  lead  me  to 
suppose  that  they  were  at  all  cognisant  of  the  properties 
of  water  and  the  virtues  of  soap. 

Before  my  reachuig  so  far  northwards  as  Tien-tsin  I 
undoubtedly  thought  so ;  and  no  account  of  bath-houses 
having  been  given  in  any  books  on  China  that  had  then 
&llen  into  my  hands,  and  Europeans  long  residents  in  the 
country,  of  whom  I  enquired,  having  expressed  their 
ignorance  of,  or  unMief  in,  the  existence  of  any  such  esUib- 
lishments,  it  was  \nih  some  degree  of  pleasurable  surprise 
that  I  became  aware  of  their  presence  in  that  city,  and  in 
good  numbers,  too;  for — and  I  confess  it  with  all  due 
sincerity  and  humility — I  had  given  uji  our  garlic-eating 
friends,  unconditionally,  to  l>e  an  uncleanly  I'ace,  not  only 
from  what  I  had  bc^en  told  and  had  read  alxjut  them,  but 
from  what  I  had  obser\'ed  of  their  habits;  and  I  was  fully 
prepared  to  affirm  that  the  assertion  made  by  jihysiologists 
regarding  the  renewal  of  the  Ixxly  in  general,  and  tlie 
skin  in  particular  every  seven  years,  did  not  apply  to  any 
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of  the  citizens  of  the  Central  Empire,  who  seemed  to  me 
to  possess  a  most  remarkable  antipathy  to  the  practical  study 
of  the  lavatory  pi^ocess,  ia  relation  to  its  effects  on  the  cuticle. 
In  short  I  had  viewed  them,  after  a  due  amount  of  con- 
sideration>  as  a  very  large  portion  of  the  huiuan  family 
afflicted  with  a  marked  hereditary  hydrophobic  tendency,  I 
could  not  avoid  coinciding  in  the  opinion  expressed  by  the 
poet,  when  he  sa}^s  that — 

*  Even  from  the  body's  puritj^  the  mind 
Reeeivea  a  secret  sympathetic  aid,* 
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So  I  determined  to  institute  a  full  investigation   into  the 
matter  without  delay,  and  if  1  found  that  T  had  wronged 
the  Chinese  in  this  respect,  and  that  the  people  who  dwell     „ 
'outside'  had  done  them  no  greater  justice,  to  make  all  the  ■ 
•amends  in  my  power  and  give  the  results  of  my  researches 
to  the  world.     Yet  I  could  not  banisli  from  my  recollection 
the  ease  of  a  certain  domestic  at  Hong-Kong^  whose  facial 
pores  during  the  summer  weather  appeared  to  be  always 
undergoing   the   most   active   process    of   distillation^    and 
whose  lavations,  so  far  as  I  could  witness — and  sometimes 
I  could  not  avoid  being  spectator  of  them— were  confined 
to  the  almost  circular  patch  of  senna-coloured  cuticle  that 
covers  the  queer  assemblage  of  oi'gims  constituing  a  China 
boy's  face.     Unless,   too,   my  eyes  were  deceived,  this  act 
was  perpetrated  in  a  well-known  cooking  utensil  containing 
steaming  hot,  and  probably  greasy  water,  into  which  was 
dipped  several  times  an  ai*ticle  noted  down  in  the  maid-of- 
all-work's   inventory  as    a   dish-cloth,   but  wluch,   in    tliis 
instance,  was  tnade   to  serve   as   a   swab.     My  note-book 
also  mentions  my  having  encountered,  even  in  the  streeta  of 
Peking,  worthy  dignitaries,  wearers  of  high  cla^s  buttons,  l 
who  had,  contrary  to  what  is  usually  observed  in  those  parts 
exposed  and  those  hidden  from  the  effects  of  sun  and  wind* 
a  tolerably  white  face  and  an  intolerably  dirty  neck. 
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It  was  not  difficult  to  find  many  houses  on  the  banks  of 
the  Peiho  vnth  flaunting  advertisements  in  large  black 
characters  painted  on  the  white- washed  walls,  extolling  the 
clear  and  unpolluted  quality  of  the  water  used  within; 
though  it  was  derived  from  a  musty  river,  the  common 
receptacle  for  every  species  of  garbage.  The  first  She-tsou- 
tang  or  '  Wash-body  house '  I  sought  to  make  the  subject 
of  enquiry,  was  standing  in  a  busy  alley  above  as  nasty  a 
cloaca  as  ever  graced  any  part  of  the  stream,  and  within  the 
ordinary  enclosing  wall  of  brick.  Entering  by  the  narrow 
doorway  from  the  street,  I  found  myself  in  a  little  courtyard 
strewn  about  with  tubs,  and  wood,  millet-stalk  fuel,  and 
rubbish,  and  garnished  with  sundry  sets  of  Chinese  costume 
hung  to  dry  or  be  aired  on  lines  intereecting  the  limited 
space  at  various  angles. 

A  small  door,  with  a  very  small  sign-board,  between  two 
others  that  flanked  each  end  of  a  one-storied  building,  was 
pitched  upon  as  the  one  to  introduce  myself  by,  and  I  pulled 
it  rather  suddenly  open  without  any  premonitory  knock — 
for  I  fear  such  an  obliging  intimation  was  rare  at  Tien-tsin, 
when  the  men  from  beyond  the  seas  ^vished  to  make  an  irrup- 
tion into  the  abodes  of  the  natives — to  the  no  small  surprise 
of  the  occupants,  who  jumped  to  their  feet  and  stared. 
I  was  justly  punished  for  my  uncivil  rashness  by  a  simul- 
taneous, and  almost  overwhehning  attack  on  my  visual  and 
olfactory  nerves — those  salient  and  most  vulnerable  points 
so  difficult  to  defend  when  iissailed  by  Chinese  smells  and 
sights— as  well  as  the  sudden  inhalation  of  a  moist  hot  air, 
not  at  all  agreeable  to  the  lungs  after  leaving  the  cold  dry 
atmosphere  of  a  winter's  day. 

Yet  I  did  not  effect  the  hasty  retreat  that  prudence  and 
my  outraged  feelings  dictated,  but  clung  to  my  resolve  with 
a  desperation  anything  but  worthy  of  the  cause.  After  clos- 
ing the  door  there,  I  was  standing  alone  in  a  long  narrow 
room — a  companion  who  often  assists  in  my  explorations 
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having  fiiirly  ran  away  at  the  first  sniff  when  the  dcxjr  was 
opened  —  that  appeared  to  answer  many  puqwses  in  tMs 
maison  de  baim^  but  prineipiiUy  those  of  a   dressing  and 
shaving-nioiu-      It    was   occupied  at   this   time   by  abtmt 
fifteen  individuals,  men  and  boys,  nearly  all  of  whom  were 
in   a   state   of  mpuris   natumlihu.%   which   condition   they 
seemed  to  regard  as  quite  a  matter  of  coui*se.     Some  were 
seated  on   narrow  forms  quietly  looking  about  them,  while 
their  wet  skins  were  being  slowly  and  spontaneously  dried 
by  evaporation,  for  there  B(*eni(^d  to  W  few  if  any  tnwek  in 
use,  or  even  in  the  apartment.     OtJiers  were  having  their 
setiiceous  scalps  and  tails  openited  upon  by  the  houseliold 
barbers,  and  one  or  two  had  surrenderetl  themselves  to  the 
soporific  influences  of  heat  and  exhaustion — ^influences  moire 
or  less  peiTieptibly  at  work  on  all  of  them. 

On  one  side  of  tlie  long  building  was  a  large  piece  of  fi 
nitnrc  mth  two  rows  of  apertures,  in  which  were  placed  t^ie 
clothes   of  the  cnstorners,   many  of  whom  were   earnest^lv 
intent  in  hunting  for  entomological  specimens  thereon-    T^k^'o 
or  three  tables  attbrded  accommodation  for  the  perpetua^M^ly 
at-work  teapot,  from  which  was  poured  into  modemtely^siac.  ^^1 
cups  a  small  quantity  of  the  grateful  mfusion,   to  be  dro^:MiI^ 
leisurely  by  the  washed  Innings  who  smoked  or  reclined  p^"^- 
viuus  to  going  away,  or  to  be  gulped  doivn  by  the  reeking  a'*  iJ 
panting  men  who  issued  from  a  room  at  the  other  end  of  t  Ih' 
one  1  had  entered  in,  and  to  which  my  attention  was  no' 
chrected, 

1  had  not  nnich  time  to  remain  in  the  establishment,  ho^*^' 
ever,  for  my  heart  was  fast  sinking  within  me;  though     ^ 
tried   strongly  to  get  over  the  repugnant   sens«itions^  (ix>^ 
imagined  I  should  become  so  soon  accustomed  to  the  mi^^^ 
odomus  interior  as  to  stiiy  in  it  long  enough  to  see  all.        ^M 
was  quickly  undeceived ;  for  when  I  made  a  dash  for  tl»  ^^ 
chamber,  and  removing  my  fingers  from  the  closed  nostrils  i  ^^ 
order  to  drag  open  the  door, — which  was  heavily  weighted  C>^^ 
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keep  it  shiitj  I  found  myself  repulsed  in  the  utmost  trepida- 
tion by  a  cloud  of  steam  of  such  an  emetical  flavour  that  all 
my  fii*niiiess  gave  way.  The  door  was  banged  to;  and  yet 
the  heat,  the  Btcara,  and  the  stench  that  had  escaped  in  the 
bnef  hipse  of  time  were  of  such  a  dreadfully  penetrating  and 
flisagrecable  character,  that  no  amount  of  resolution  could 
induce  me  to  look  within  again, 

I  had,  liowever,  seen  enough  to  enable  me  to  make  out  a 
small  room  al>out  twelve  feet  square^  the  floor  of  which  was 
excavated  and  tilled  with  very  warm  water  to  the  height  of 
the  elbows  <^)f  the  ci'owd  of  men  who,  jiarlxtiled,  gasping,  and 
jjei*spiring,  were  steeping  tliemselvcs  in  the  soupy  ammoni- 
^Mva\  fluid-  It  ^vas  a  regular  Piscinum^  or  plunge-bath  full 
dif  vapour  and  fetid  water,  and  strong-scented  human  bodicsi, 
Taised  to  a  temperature  fiir  jd»ove  blood-heat,  and  which  to 
Tnc  would  have  been  quite  insupportable. 

Even  the  stmiig  Chinese  who  had  but  just  emerged  from 
it  were  pmstrated,  and  for  .some  time  they  suftered  a  good 
tJcid  fi*om  lassitude.  Their  taces  were  highly  flushed,  their 
lieartB  palpit4ited  violently,  and  their  pulse  was  nearly  twice 
the  natiH'al  immber  as  they  lay  motionlesB  in  the  cooUiuf 
room»  Til  is  plunge-bath  was  only  for  the  poorer  people, 
who  could  afford  to  pay  no  more  than  a  few  cash  for  their 
HiMiking  and  sinnnering;  but  at  the  opfxtsite  end  was  another 
little  ehamber,  less  obnoxious  than  the  other,  and  paved 
wth  brick.  This  was  maintained  at  a  high  temperature  by 
flues  underneath  the  floor,  and  these,  with  the  steaming 
wateiy  vajxjur,  caused  the  perspiration  to  tiickle  down  my 
Jiice  as  I  tried  to  watch  the  manipulations  of  a  light-fingered 
chin>p(Klist,  wlio,  Avith  a  mysteritms  collection  of  small  tools, 
Iran  doctoring  the  toes  of  a  lat  old  tradesman  in  a  gradual 
«tate  of  melting-down. 

This  was,  without  doubt,  a  better  attempt  at  a  bath-room, 
but  still  was  very  imperfect,  and  the  whole  thing  was  ao 
utterly  devoid   of  the   luxuHousness   and   enjoyment   that 
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must  have  attended  the  old  Roman  bath,  or  that  follows  the 
Turkish  refi'esheiiiiig  one  gets  in  the  Imth-houses  at  Constan* 
tinople,  that  the  wonder  was  why  the  place  was  patronised  at 
all — the  more  especially  as  it  possessed  all  the  disadvantages 
of  a  bad  vapour- bath  in  saturating  the  air  with  moisture,  and 
giving  rise  to  great  deiimgenient  of  the  circulation  and  fever- 
ishuess. 

At  the  best,  the  bath  in  China  is  certainly  not  looked 
upon  as  a  social  or  religious  institution,  as  we  iee  it  among^ 
other  nations  of  the  East,  and  those  who  were  now  employ- 
ing it  perhaps  did  so  more  to  pass  away  an  idle  hour,  secured 
fmin  the  cold  without,  than  from  any  motives  of  cleanliness. 

Before  decampmg,  which  I  was  glad  to  do  after  about  ten 
minutes  martyrdom,  the  landlord  politely  offered  me  tea 
fmm  the  pubHc  teapot^  and  the  sole  use  of  the  heated  room 
I  had  last  seen  at  any  time  I  chose — both  of  which  in\ita- 
tions  I  declined  as  mildly  as  my  nauseated  stomach  would 
permit.  But  before  liurrying  out,  I  gleaned  from  him  that 
there  were  no  fewer  than  thirty-two  such  bath-houses  at 
Tien-tsin ;  that  they  wei^e  tolerably  weH  frequented ;  that  the 
charge  for  the  louver  orders  in  the  scalding-room  at  the 
upper  end  was  three  cash  for  bathing,  and  three  for  shaving 
the  head  and  combing  and  plaiting  the  queue^  or  about  one- 
third  of  a  penny  for  each  \isitor. 

He  also  showed  me  a  man  suffeiing  from  rheumatism 
who  was  being  shampooed  by  a  professor  of  that  treatment; 
the  latter  played  a  most  wonderful  fimtasis  in  good  time, 
and  with  every  modification  of  sound,  by  means  of  palms, 
knuckles,  thumbs,  and  sides  of  the  hands,  on  the  poor  wi'ctch's 
naked  back*  Following  me  to  the  grateful  atmosphere  of  the 
courtyard,  the  proprietor  led  me  to  an  underground  cellar, 
whei'e  two  men  fed  the  fires  with  fuel  that  blazed  away  imme-  —  ^^^i 
diately  beneatli  the  reeking  caldron  overhead.  1  did  not  again-^:M:£J 
risk  my  health  in  such  buildings ;  and  yet,  after  the  unscoureiE>^sed 
mob  that  at  Einchow  surrounded  us,  and  whose  skins  wer 
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but  too  frequently  covered  with  all  sorts  of  loathsome  dis- 
eases^ one  could  not  but  in  charity  regret  that  the  like  was 
not  to  be  observed  in  some  part  of  their  town. 

Getting  clear  of  the  large  suburb  and  its  murderous  roada, 
we  got  on  one  of  the  nicest  highways  we  had  yet  travei'sedi 
with  good  villages  at  fi'equent  interv^als. 

The  farther  we  passed  to  the  noi'th-east,  the  more^  I  think, 
the  chamcter  of  the  people — physically,  and  perhaps  also 
mentally — changed  for  the  better.     The  men  became  finer^ 
more  stalwart^  and  more  manly  looking  than  they  of  the 
south ;  and  though  like  the  '  Achaian  chief^  for  bulk  con- 
spicuous,' they  were  lusty  and  inclined  to  be  a  little  plethoric 
and  flabby,  they  carried  themselves  well;    and   their   tall 
apright  figures  (some  of  them  could  not  measure  less  than 
si£   feet   two  or   three   inches)  their  properly  formed  and 
graceful  limbs  and  wide  flat  backs  bespoke  hale  constitutions, 
€i  good  climatCj   and  immunity  from  those  hereditary  and 
acquired  diseases,  the  effects  of  which  one  notices  so  often 
in  the  districts  of  the  south- 
Besides  the  height  and  corresponding  muscular  growth, 
their  features  differed  much  from  those  of  the  people  about 
Canton,  along  the  coast,  and  even  up  to  Shanghai,     It  is  a 
:mistake  to  suppose  that  the  Chinese  physiognomy  bears  the 
same  invariable  monotony  of  outline  and  expression  every* 
where,  that  there  is  no  appreciable  diffei'cnce  between  one 
Chinaman's  face  and  another,  and  that  a  Coolie  from  the 
banks  of  the  Canton  river,  the  Yang-tsze-kiang,  or  the  Peiho 
must  needs  be  identical  in  foi*m  and  feature;  ever  the  same 
pieniUine  face,  the  same  inelegant  arrest  of  nasal  develope- 
tnent,   the   unvarying   and   characteristic   width  across   the 
ievel-topped  nose-bridge,  and  the  willow-leaf  slits,  through 
"^hich  the  sparkling  jet-black  eyes  can  be  seen  glistening  and 
dancing* 

This  popular  error  is  quite  on  a  par  with  that  of  the 
Peking  and  Tien-tsin  artists,  who  represented  or  caricatured 
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all  Europeans  as  beings  with  vehemently  florid  complexions, 
hooked  noses,  sky-blue  eyes,  and  hair — oh  travestied  tran- 
acription ! — of  the  most  atrocious  brick-red  colour  imaginable; 
and  owes  much,  doubtless,  to  the  great  sameness  with  which 
the  nation  is  costumed,  the  perpetual  and  universal  mode  of 
wearing  the  hair  parted  behind,  shaving  the  front  of  the  head 
and  the  eyebrowSj  and  depriving  the  face  of  all  its  capilkiy 
growth,  as  well  as  to  their  rigid  adherence  to  all  outward  forms 
and  fashions  the  traveller  observes,  no  matter  in  what  part  of 
the  long  narrow  fringe  of  the  empire  he  may  be  wending  his  way. 

In  i-eaMty,  the  physiognomical  characteristics  are  perhaps 
as  diverse,  and  as  strictly  localised — I  only  spetik  from  my 
limited  experience,  but  somewhat  attentive  observation — as 
we  find  them  in  Britain,  This  may  be  attributable  in  a  veiy 
great  measui*e  to  the  difference  in  the  habits  of  the  people, 
rendered  necessary  by  the  nature  of  the  climatCj  and  the  soils 
of  the  country,  as  well  as  to  the  stationary  and  quiescent 
tastes  of  the  sons  of  Han,  who  seldom  travel,  and  as  seldom 
marry  beyond  their  own  district,  or  town* 

In  a  southern  city  no  two  faces  can  be  met  in  the  crowded 
streets  exactly  alike,  but  the  multitudes  who  throng  back* 
wards  and  forwards,  from  day-da\\Ti  untd  sunset,  present  as 
wide  a  contrast  in  then*  individual  visages  as  could  be  found 
in  Fleet  Street  or  Cheapside, 

And  so  it  is  in  the  north;  but  the  faces  there  are  inclining 
to  oval ;  the  orbicular  outline  disappears  as  one  goes  to^vards 
colder  latitudes ;  the  features  become  more  and  more  aquiline, 
the  eye-fissures  less  oblique  and  narrow,  the  mouths  are 
better  foimed,  and  the  cheekbones,  the  maxiUarj  bones,  or 
the  teeth  do  not  project  to  such  an  unsightly  degree;  while 
their  skins  are  fairer  and  more  like  those  of  Southern 
Europeans,  and  can  often  be  perceived  to  have  a  faint  tinge 
of  rosiness  mantling  out  about  the  cheekst 

Contrary  to  the  generally  received  opinion,  we  have  many 
times  about  Peking,  and  aU  along  our  route,  seen  men  who 
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had  Bot  attended  to  the  calls  of  the  barber  so  regularly  as  ia 
the  fashion,  endowed  with  the  rudiments  of  more  than 
averaged  sized  whiskers  of  a  few  days*  growth,  and  have 
met  with  others  who  had  not  only  rusty  or  reddish-tinted 
moustaches,  but  queues  also  of  the  same  colour,  as  weU  as 
eyes  very  closely  approaching  to  hazel ;  and  these  exceptional 
departures  from  the  natural  standard  were  not  considered  as 
at  all  wonderful  or  extraordinary  by  the  possessors  or  their 
friends. 

Small  hands  and  feet  are  the  attributes  of  the  men  of  the 
norths  as  well  as  those  of  the  south ;  but  the  fonner  would 
obtain  the  first  rank  should  there  be  any  dispute  about  supe- 
riority in  this  respect  J  while  the  other  external  traits  are  so 
mai'ked  that  the  latest  new  arrival  in  the  country  could  with 
ease  single  out  a  Canton  or  Shanghai  man  in  a  crowd  of  Pe- 
kingese. If  their  mental  faculties  are  less  acute,  and  they  be  not 
gifted  with  so  large  an  amount  of  intrepidity,  low  cunnings 
or  stirring  business  minds^  they  are  undoubtedly  blest  with  a 
greater  simplicity  of  heart,  honesty  of  purpose,  and  a  kindly 
8traightfon\'ardness  almost  xmknown  beyond  the  Shantung 
promontory*  Their  stupidity — as  we  were  pleased  to  term 
their  bluntness — and  ignorance  of  our  habits  and  tastes 
could  be  tolerated  or  remedied  by  patience  and  a  little 
trouble,  but  the  wily  deceit  of  the  southern  kept  tis  ever  on 
the  watch- 

The  ignorance  of  the  country  people  we  were  now  among 
certainly  overwhelmed  us  altogether,  and  might  have  led  us 
to  form  a  very  low  estimate  of  their  acquirements,  especially 
concerning  the  worlds  beyond  their  own  remote  province, 
had  we  not  been  aware  of  the  torpidity  of  the  Chinese  mind 
in  acquiring  knowledge  about  affairs  in  which  they  could  not 
look  for  profit,  and  the  slow  way  in  which  information  waa 
spread  when  it  became  essential  for  the  government  to  keep 
its  own  secrets  or  conceal  its  migfortunes* 

For  example,  when  passing  along  this  fine  wide  rood,  our 
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driver,  who  was  becoming  very  iiidiflFerent  to  everything  save 
cash  and  a  comfortable  quarter  for  the  night,  carelessly  drove 
one  of  the  wheels  of  the  cart  over  a  big  stone,  which  resulted 
in  the  vehicle's  being  thrown  over  and  our  party  brought  to  ft 
standstill,  they  being  unable  to  get  it  righted  again.  This  was 
near  a  large  village,  where  the  wonderful  sight  of  such  astound* 
ing  mortals,  who  seemed  to  have  dropped  from  the  clouds, 
brought  out  the  inmates  of  the  tidy  houses  to  look  and  gape. 
We  were  in  a  difficulty — the  cart  was  on  its  side,  the  mules 
were  entangled  lq  the  harness  and  long  traces,  and  our  cai:ter 
was  raving  and  dancing  about  in  the  most  helpless  manner; 
so  the  strongest  and  youngest  of  the  spectators  were  requested 
to  assist  in  gettmg  the  machine  adjusted-  At  first  they  were 
too  much  bewUdered,  looking  at  us,  to  heed  any  request  or 
supplication,  but  this  over,  when  they  satisfied  themselvea 
that  we  were  really  flesh  and  blood  and  mortals  like  them- 
selves, they  stepped  forwai'd  and  soon  the  mishap  was  con- 
verted into  an  interesting  chat  ^vith  the  big  powei'ful  fellows 
who  had  sei2ed  mules  and  caiTiage  and  put  them  in  the  way 
of  going  on  in  a  few  seconds- 
One  old  gentleman  with  a  sadly  diminished  tail,  and  white 
flowing  moustache  and  beard,  and  who  was  evidently  the 
man  of  the  village,  took  the  liberty  to  enquire  what  manner 
of  men  we  were  and  where  we  came  fiom*  As  on  other 
occasions,  the  answer  was  that  we  were  ^  Men  of  the  Great 
English  Nation/ 

Imagine  our  littleness,  the  diminution  our  British  heads 
suffered,  when  the  crowd  stretched  out  their  necks  and 
opened  their  mouths  wide  to  hear  the  answer  to  the  old 
fellow^s  stupefying  interrogation.  'What  is  the  great  English 
nation?    ^Tiere  is  it? ' 

Could  anyone  conceive  the  existence  of  such  '  crass  ig* 
norance  *  in  any  part  of  a  civilised  country,  where  a  sharp  and 
short  war  had  brought  a  moiety  of  this  English  nation  to 
mthin  three  hundred  miles  of  the  hamlet  we  now  were  in, 
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and  had  laid  their  own  nation  helpless,  and  at  its  mercy ! 
Not  to  know,  or  have  felt  in  some  way  or  other,  or  eiren 
haye  heard  of  the  presence  of  that  *  little  body  with  the 
mighty  heart;'  that  small  but  invincible  polypus,  whose 
vigorous  tentacles  grapple  the'nearest  and  most  distant  comers 
of  the  earth;  not  to  have  listened  to  a  whisper  regarding  the 
merits  or  defects  of  that  'precious  stone  set  in  the  silver 
sea'  of  the  Far  West,  was  ignorance,  to  us,  indeed,  and 
at  that  time  particularly  humiliating;  and  never  before 
did  we  experience  such  a  sensation. 

If  other  proofs  were  needed,  surely  this  was  sufficient  to 
convince  us  that  we  had  at  last  got  beyond  the  beaten  track, 
the  invincible  reputation,  and  the  universal  homage  that  we 
flattered  ourselves  was  the  Briton's  own  right  all  over  the 
globe*  It  would  have  been  a  loss  of  time  to  attempt  the 
enlightenment  of  such  lost  creatures ;  so,  I  think,  after  telling 
them  that  England  was  a  country  lying  in  the  great  ocean 
far,  &r  under  the  Western  Heavens,  where  the  sun  was  then 
fast  sinking,  we  left  them,  shorn  of  a  good  pirt,  we  are  free 
to  confess,  of  our  national  vanity- 
There  was  a  great  change  in  tlie  demeanour  and  physical 
qualities  of  these  people,  and  a  very  peculiarly  marked 
difference  in  the  language  spoken  by  them,  with  regard  to 
its  harsh-sounding  words  and  altered  intonation — so  closely 
indeed  it  resembled  our  own,  that  when  two  or  three  persons 
were  talking  in  a  loud  voice  a  little  way  off  one  could 
scarcely  dispel  the  thought  that  we  were  listening  to  some 
of  otiP  own  countrymen,  or  were  travelling  in  some  of  the 
more  remote  parts  of  Scotland  where  the  guttural  cMb^  gh% 
the  tirling  r*s,  never  heard  in  the  south  of  China,  and  the 
rugged  aspirates  with  which  the  consonants  are  wrapped  up 
in  the  north  country  patois  were  still  familiar  to  us. 

All  this,  we  thought,  must  prove  that  we  had  at  last  got* 
amongst  the  Tartars^  and  that  any  little  approximation  they 
might  bear  to  the  polished  individuals  on  the  China  side  of 
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the  Wall  was  owing  to  their  intercourse  with  ^ich  ot 
and  to  the  insidious  power  of  Chinese  commerce  and  Chinese 
industry.  But  no ;  everywhere  we  enquired  the  Mantchu- 
rin* — the  r  substituted  for  the  y  in  use  on  the  west  side  of 
the  *  Barrier* — was  unknown;  each  viUager  seemed  rather  to 
think  we  were  joking  him,  or  trying  to  depreciate  his  social 
status  when  we  blandly  asked  him  if  he  was  a  Tartar,  or  if 
any  Tartars  dwelt  in  his  village.  He  was  a  '  Cbung-kwoh- 
rin' — a  'Middle  Kingdom  man' — and  did  not  know  any- 
thing about  *  Mantehu-rins/  and  shaking  his  head  as  if  be 
were  rather  disgusted  mth  our  civil  query,  would  resume  his 
elaborate  scrutiny  of  our  persons. 

We  had  not  yet  reached  the  conquerors  of  the  Great 
Kingdom ;  we  were  still  amongst  the  Chinese,  who  had 
absorbed  all  the  wealth,  all  the  influence,  and  all  the  country 
even,  in  the  land  of  the  conqueror.  Surely  in  the  capital  of 
the  Mantchu  race  we  should  find  them  dominant,  and  after 
all  our  labour  and  fatigue  be  able  to  satisfy  ourselves  that 
such  a  people  reaUy  held  sway  in  their  own  country !  The 
Chinese  could  surely  not  be  the  same  brisk  business  mer- 
chantSj  the  same  indefatigable  toilers,  the  same  controlling 
element  everywhere,  we  were  fondly  hoping — for  we  were 
quite  willJTig  to  exchange  them  for  another  race,  and  ^  were 
ready  for  almost  any  extreme,  so  long  as  we  could  lead 
ourselves  to  believe  that  we  had  left  China  behind,  and  were  ,, 
in  reality  heymid  the  Great  Wall*  ^^| 

What  struck  us  everywhere  was  the  large  per  centage 
of  very  old  men  lingering  on  the  outskirts  of  their  homes, 
and  looking  as  if  life  had  not  yet  become  tiresome  to  them, 
nor  its  cares  and  toib  an  insupportable  burden ;  their  ages 
we  did  not  seek  to  know,  nor  yet  those  of  the  many  old 
women  who  tottered  about  the  doorways,  some  of  them  very 
hiueh  disfigured  by  that  unsightly  enlargement  of  the  thyroid 
gland  of  the  neck,  called  goitre^  which  they  took  no  pidns  to 
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conceal,  and  from  which  the  male  sex  appeared  to  be  exempt, 
for  we  remembei^d  the  rhyme — 


'  The  iige  of  man  is  threescore  years  and  ten. 
But  that  of  an  old  woman  nobody  knows  when/ 


I  And  another  thing  that  attracted  our  attention  very  much 
was  the  all-prevalent  habit  of  tobacco  smoking^  indulged  in 
by  eveiybody,  at  all  hours,  and  in  alt  situations.  From  the 
child  scarcely  yet  beyond  the  threshold  of  in&ncy  to  the 
young  maid,  the  mother  and  the  grandmother,  in  the 
femLnine ;  and  from  the  toddling  boy  of  four  or  five  years  old 
to  tie  great'grandfiither  verging  on  a  century  in  the  mas- 
culine gender,  all  use  the  tobacco-pipe  constantly.  Every 
garden  has  its  allotted  space  for  the  groivth  of  the  plants  no 
duty  is  imposed  on  its  consumption,  and  no  preparation,  save 
drying  carefully,  is  needed  to  render  it  fit  for  smoking ;  and 
the  population  takes  so  early  and  so  kindly  to  the  influence 
of  the  gentle  weed,  that  it  looks  rather  fighting  against 
inward  belief  to  suppose  that  the  custom  was  introduced 
fi*om  beyond  China. 

In  truths  the  people  look  as  if  they  had  been  smoking 
since  the  far  back  times  of  the  fabulous  Fohi.  If  we  are  to 
credit  some  authors^  the  Chinese  must  have  known  tobacco 
long  before  it  was  first  observed  at  St»  Domingo  in  a.b.  1496, 
for  the  word  tobacco  is  its  ancient  name  used  by  them  to 
express  the  idea  of  tobacco  j  and  the  Chinese  characters 
signif^dng  this  article  have  been  found  in  a  book  which 
bas  been  in  existence  more  than  a  thousand  years.  Even 
now  in  Mongolia  there  is  no  other  name  for  the  narcotic ; 
so  that  when  the  blustering  Spaniard  was  getting  over  his 
nausea,  and  beginning  to  relish  the  agreeable  sensations  of 
the  new  luxury  at  Yucatan  in  the  commencement  of  the 
sixteenth  centuiy,  and  Hawkins,  Raleigh,  and  Drake  were 
introducing  it  to  the  notice  of  their  countrymen,  and 
throwing  out  wondrous   clouds  of  smoke  in  a  semi-torpid 
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state  o£  novel  enjojmxent,  our  mild  Chinaman,  his  wife^  and 
the  youngest  of  his  progeny,  were  thoroughly  seasoned  to  ite 
use,  had  been  so  for  genemtions  past,  and  had  smoked  the 
finely  powdered  leaf  in  these  dwarf-headed  pipes  which  give 
but  two  or  three  whiffs  before  they  require  replenishing. 

So  fixed  and  constitutional  has  the  habit  become,  that  we 
should  not  wonder  to  heai*  that  it  would  require  many  royd 
counterblasts  from  the  ruler  of  the  Empire,  and  volumes  of 
servile  satirical  poems  from  pet  poets  of  royalty,  with  the  ex- 
communications and  persecutions  of  pope,  peer,  and  autocrat, 
to  prohibit  a  usage  which  appears  to  have  become  a  necessaiy 
function  of  life  with  all  classes  of  the  people.  The  tinder, 
the  flint,  and  the  steel,  with  the  pipe  and  tobacco-pouch,  are 
an  essential  and  never  absent  addition  to  eveiy  man's  costume;  m 
and  even  the  nobility,  when  they  are  carried  out  in  their  " 
chairs,  have  these  impleiuents  suspended  near  them.  The 
first  thing  in  the  morning  and  the  last  act  at  night ;  the 
earliest  manoeuvre  on  entering  a  room,  and  the  finishing  one 
in  quitting  it,  is  to  fill  the  everlasting  calamut^  and  smoke 
it  with  as  staid  and  contented  an  air  as  possible* 

Truly  it  seems  with  them  that — 


i 


*  To  rich  or  poor,  in  peac6  or  strifep 

It  smooths  the  rugged  path  of  life/ 


Did  it  not  destroy  their  teeth,  and  by  the  prejudicial  way  in 
which  they  inhale  the  smoke  and  expel  it  through  their  nos- 
trils, cause  them  to  mate  such  abominable  noises  at  the  back 
part  of  their  throats,  one  could  scarcely  find  fault  with  the 
practice,  which  appears  moreover  to  be  quite  in  keeping  with 
the  lymphatic  temperament  of  the  smoke-makers. 

Nothing  seemed  so  odd  and  yet  so  natural  as  to  T^^tness  a 
whole  household — men,  women,  and  children — seated  before 
their  door,  and  looking  quite  sedate  as  they  sent  out  the 
quickly  succeeding  jets  of  reek,  without  attempting  to  bi^ 
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the  dead  silence  that  the  social  indulgence  needed  to  produce 


its  harmonising  effect. 


Towards  evening  we  were  passing  oyer  high  ground 
sgain^  and  felt  relieved  when  the  excellent  water  drawn  from 
the  wells  of  Ta-ling^ — a  very  large  village  or  small  town 
situated  in  a  most  agreeable  locality — had  been  swallowed 
by  the  half-gallon.  Some  of  the  inns  were  good^  and  looked 
inviting,  but  we  had  still  some  four  or  five  miles  of  the  day's 
forty-five  to  finish  before  we  could  rest  ourselves.  We, 
therefore^  reluctantly  left  them  behijid.  At  the  door  of  one 
of  them  stood  three  remarkably  fine  ponies — one,  a  chestnut, 
was  particidarly  neat  and  active  looking. 

We  descended  to  the  plain  once  more,  about  a  mile  fi-om 
the  town,  and  came  to  the  Ta-ling  h6,  a  dull  muddy  river 
running  through  a  marshy  melancholy  waste,  where  the 
scanty  fields  of  grain  on  either  side  were  higlily  banked  up  ^vith 
earth  to  keep  out  the  water  during  the  flood  seasons.  There 
was  nothing  at  all  in  the  place  to  deserve  attention  j  but  in 
the  palmy  days  of  the  Mantchus,  some  two  centuries  ago,  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  this  river,  and  in  that  of  the  Liau  h6, 
which  we  were  approaching  day  by  day,  there  were  more 
than  forty  establishments  or  studs  for  breeding  hoi'ses,  then 
the  greatest  riches  of  the  Tartars,  and  for  which  a  Mantchu 
had  more  care  than  for  himself. 

In  a  somewhat  rare  and  curious  book*  published  in  Paris, 
in  1770,  containing  an  eulogistic  poem  on  the  capital  city  of 
Mantchuria  and  its  neighbourhood,  composed  by  the  learned 
Emperor  Kienloong,  printed  in  sixty-four  different  forms  of 
Chinese  writing,  and  translated  from  the  Mantchu  language 
by  the  father  Amiot,  his  Majesty  says,  '  the  pleasant  banks  of 
the  Ta-Ung  ho,  and  the  great  country  that  it  waters,  are  the 
places  most  suitable  for  the  location  of  studs.  The  mUdness 
of  the  climate,  added  to  the  good  qualities  of  the  water, 

*  Eloga  de  la  Villo  de  Moukden  et  de  s<?s  environs ;  Poeme  compost 
par  KieBluog,    Traduit  par  Amiot.    Paris,  1770. 
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renders  the  pasturage  fatteniog  and  of  a  most  agreeable 
quality.  In  the  beginning  of  the  spring,  the  undergroniid 
sources  of  the  river  commence  to  rise  and  spread,  and  acce- 
lerating the  gi'owth  of  the  grass,  covering  it  always  with  a 
genial  dew  which  keeps  it  tender.  In  the  hottest  time  of 
summer,  there  reigns  in  this  region  a  perpetual  salutary 
freshness  that  banishes  from  it  those  annoying  insects  so 
common  in  the  low  and  damp  districts.. 

'  It  is  here,  in  these  delicious  piniries,  where  can  be  multi- 
plied to  an  infinite  degree  the  superb  races  of  the  differmt 
kinds  of  sorrel-coloured  steeds,  the  gi^ceful  light  bays,  the 
golden  bays,  and  the  deep  brown  shades,  with  the  piebalds 
and  other  mixtures.  Is  it  then  a  matter  of  surprise  that  we 
should  have  horses  without  number,  of  all  kinds  and  of  all 
qualities?  If  those  which  are  for  racing  purposes  have  a 
swiftness  %vithout  comparison ;  if  those  which  are  for  parade 
have  a  step  so  raajestiG,  an  expression  so  noble  and  chamc- 
teristic ;  if  those  which  are  destined  to  draw  our  chariots  and 
to  bear  our  burthens^  or  to  perform  our  heaviest  labours,  are 
most  vigorous  and  indefatigable?  No;  we  are  not  telling 
an  untruth  when  we  aver  that  the  Mantchu  horses  are,  in 
every  respect,  the  first  and  best  horses  in  the  universe. 
Assuredly  the  attention  paid  to  preserve  them  from  all 
deteriorating  influences ;  the  multiplied  cares  taken  to  pro- 
cure for  tiiem  at  all  seasons  good  pastumge;  and  the  rest 
and  the  freedom  we  leave  them  to  enjoy  at  certain  times  for 
the  reparation  of  their  strength,  or  to  refresh  them  after 
their  fatigues,  ought  to  render  them  such.* 

This  rather  highflown  effusion  was  written  in  those  days 
when  the  Mantchus  were  formidable ;  when  entire  villages 
were  given  up  to  the  soldiers  of  Mantchuria,  in  which  they 
exercised  their  military  evolutions  ivith  perfect  freedom, 
and  always  with  the  advantage  of  having  good  forage  for 
their  horses  —  for  the  Mantchu  aimy  was  almost,  if  not 
entlL'ely,   composed  of  cavalry,      Nowadays,  however,   the 
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face  of  the  country  must  have  become  altered  very  much, 
and  those  agricnltnml,  or  rather  pastoral,  warriors  have 
either  died  out,  or  betaken  themselves  to  some  other  distant 
province,  for  we  could  never  catch  the  slightest  clue  to  any 
of  them  or  their  haunts. 

It  was  necessary  for  us  to  look  out  for  a  ford,  as  the  river 
and  its  banks  looked  suspiciously  deep  and  soft ;  so  we  bent 
our  way  a  little  southward  where  a  small  house,  like  a  ferry 
station,  promised  us  something  of  the  kind.  The  locality 
was  very  lonely  and  bleak,  and  though  in  other  places, 
throughout  the  day's  journey,  the  population  appeai^ed  to  be 
pretty  well  diffused,  and  somebody  was  always  on  the  move, 
here  all  seemed  deserted* 

Looking  back  towards  the  village,  we  were  rather  sur- 
prised to  find  three  horsemen  coming  rapidly  behind  us, 
mounted  on  the  ponies  we  had  so  much  admired  at  the  inn 
door.  When  they  saw  that  we  had  noticed  them,  one  of 
the  three  wheeled  suddenly  round  and  galloped  off  in  the 
opposite  direction,  leaving  the  two  to  overtake  us,  which 
they  certainly  were  not  long  in  doing.  I,  being  the  hinder- 
most  of  our  little  train,  came  first  in  contact  with  them,  and 
had  but  brief  space  allowed  me  to  scrutinise  their  exteriors 
before  a  conversation  was  attempted  by  the  one  who  was  the 
best  mounted,  and  on  the  good-looking  chestnut  too< 

He  was  well — even  stylishly — dressed  in  a  long  robe  of 
light-blue  figured  silk,  spotlessly-wlute  socks  and  faultlessly- 
shaped  shoes.  This  man  had  a  peculiarly  southern  look 
about  him,  quite  imcommon  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  Wall* 
His  head  was  carefiilly  shaved,  and  his  tail  hung  down 
between  the  shoulders  in  a  long  glossy  plait,  much  too  fine 
for  such  a  rude  district ;  while  his  features  were  thoroughly 
those  of  Canton,  and  covered  by  a  thin  translucent  skin  of  a 
yellow  beeswaxy  tinge,  quite  foreign  to  the  North.  There 
was  a  very  peculii^r  glance  of  cunning  and  deceit  in  the 
ever-moving  black  eyes,  as  they  darted  over  me  and  my 
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horse^  and  settled  at  last  on  the  saddle  and  saddle-bagB; 
but  his  voice  puzzled  me  altogether  as  he  came  close  up  and 
brusquely  addressed  some  question  —  it  was  so  thin  and 
shrill,  and  so  very  distinct  in  its  every  tone,  and  yet  so  very 
strange  sounding  that  I  could  not  comprehend  a  word  of  the 
tongue  or  dialect  in  which  he  spoke. 

His  companion  was  a  jolly-looking  fellow  with  lots  of  dash 
about  him,  though  he  was  rather  stout,  aud  kept  aloof  from 
us.  He  was  not  so  well  dressed  as  our  quasi  6iend,  and 
wore  a  blue  turban  twisted  round  the  upper  part  of  liis 
great  swarthy  bullet  head,  after  the  fashion  of  the  Fuhkienese 
— who  to  this  day  hide  their  badge  of  submission  to  the 
Mantchu  rule  by  concealing  their  shorn  scalps  and  crinal 
appendages  with  a  covering  of  this  description.  He  tried 
to  look  indifferent  to  us,  and  yet  I  caught  him  several  times 
scanning  minutely  ourselves  and  cart.  He  of  the  gay  coat 
put  a  question  to  me  which  1  could  not  make  out — for  the 
accent  was  altogether  mystifying,  and  the  sounds  nasal  and 
unpleasant  in  my  ears, 

I  told  him  I  did  not  understand  his  speech,  though 
I  partly  guessed  he  wished  to  know  where  we  came  from. 
Still  he  repeated  the  question  several  times  with  a  forward- 
ness and  pertinacity  I  did  not  like.  At  last  he  left  me^  and 
passing  the  cart — into  which  he  very  impudently  peered — 
he  rode  up  to  M*,  who  was  leisurely  riding  on  before,  and 
began  the  same  obtrusive  enquiry,  M,  understood  him  a 
little,  though  his  confidence  in  the  man  was  far  from  being 
great.  Abruptly  he  asked  ^  Where  did  we  come  from,  and 
where  were  we  going  to?  What  had  we  in  the  cart,  aild 
how  many  dollars  did  we  carry? ' 

Unconsciously  I  caught  my  hand  unbuckling  the  retaining 
strap  of  the  right-hand  saddle-bag,  in  which  the  dlspeller  of 
six  nestled  securely,  and  already  grasped  the  comfortable 
butt  of  the  weapon — ^  and  what  might  I  have  in  the  bag  he 
saw  me  opening?'     M,  was  very  cool  and  civil,  and  tried  to 
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answer  him  as  well  as  he  could,  though  cautiously  and 
slowly,  as  if  he  had  a  difficulty  in  comprehending  his  mean- 
ing— which,  perhaps,  he  had, 

*  Had  we  any  more  men,  and  how  many  ? '  he  finally  queried, 
as  he  looked  away  up  the  road  seemingly  expecting  some 
more  of  us  to  make  their  appearance.  Now  the  similarity  in 
sound  between  the  words  ym,  man,  and  tim^  days,  perplexed 
M.,,who  luckily  thought  it  was  days  he  meant,  and  answered 
twelve — as  that  was  the  time  we  had  been  on  the  road. 
The  stranger's  face  betrayed  instmit  disappointment,  and  he 
addressed  Ma-foo  —  the  groom  —  in  a  diminished  air  of 
haughtiness,  though  yet  in  a  somewhat  rude  manner.  Seeing 
he  could  elicit  no  satisfectory  information  from  him— for  the 
crafty  little  man  was  evidently  strongly  suspicious  of  the 
character  and  occupation  of  his  interrogator,  and  parried  his 
questions  very  adroitly — he  started  oif  with  his  silent  friend 
towards  the  feiTy-house  near  which  we  now  were,  shouting 
out  that  the  river  was  too  deep  and  dangerous  to  ford^  and 
that  there  were  no  boats. 

Curiously  enough,  about  a  dozen  scampish-looking  rascals 
appeared  all  at  once  around  the  doonvay*  The  inquisitive 
gentlemen  halted  and  dismounted  among  them,  and  began  a 
lively  discussion  conceniing  something  of  importance^  which 
evidently  did  not  please  them.  There  was  no  ferry-boat, 
and  nothing  was  left  to  us  but  either  to  stand  the  chances  of 
an  encounter  with  this  gang,  or  swamp,  swim,  or  ford  the 
river  as  well  as  we  could. 

It  did  not  require  a  second's  consideration  to  choose  the 
latter,  and  in  a  very  few  minutes  we  had  plunged  through 
the  deepest  part,  and  were  gaining  shallow  ground  on  the 
opposite  side. 

The  boldness  of  our  resolve  quite  astonished  the  mga- 
muffins  we  had  left  behind,  for  they  stood  looking  after  us  a 
long  time,  until  the  tall  millet  of  the  tilled  ground  hid  us 
from  their  gaze.      Still  we  looked  wistfully  up  and  down 
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every  narrow  lane,  and  behind  the  houses  and  fences  of  the 
villages  we  came  to,  ready  for  any  sudden  emergency— for 
the  place  was  so  suitable  for  an  attack,  and  the  whole  busi- 
ness wore  such  a  dubious  character,  that  we  were  constrained 
to  be  on  our  guard,  and  to  exhibit  as  much  discretion  and 
self-command  as  possible. 

The  darkness  that  set  in  soon  after  did  not  reassure  us, 
and  we  toiled  on  across  another,  small  stream,  and  through  a 
murky  chaos  of  broken  ground  and  fields  that  set  our  means 
of  keeping  on  the  path  almost  at  defiance^  momentarily 
expecting  some  alarm,  when,  heartily  tired,  we  foimd  a  krge 
inn  under  the  lee  of  a  long  ridge  of  sandhills;  and  making 
sure  that  it  contained  no  vestige  of  our  enterprising  friends, 
or  anything  on  which  we  could  ground  a  doubt,  we  sought 
its  shelter  for  the  night.  The  courtyard  was  a  very  large 
place,  surrounded  on  three  sides  by  the  ordinaiy  small  single- 
storied  rooms  appropriated  by  numerous  travellers,  with  very 
showj^  fronts,  and  dusty  interiors  strongly  impregnated  with 
the  villanous  smell  of  the  native  spirit^  samshu,  I 

The  yai*d  was  filled  with  some  score  teams  of  pack- 
mules  and  ponies,  feeding  out  of  huge  stone  troughs,  and 
dozens  of  dusty  men  smoking  or  eating  their  evening  med, 
seated  on  the  ground  out  of  doors ;  as  well  as  with  heavy  and 
light  carts  strewn  and  blocked  up  in  every  comer. 

We,  of  course,  tried  to  get  the  best  unoccupied  rooms  in 
the  establislmient,  but  officials  and  travelling  merchants  had 
arrived  before  us,  and  our  choice  was  limited  to  three  vile 
places  into  which  fresh  air  had  not  been  admitted  for  years. 
Fixing  on  one  of  them,  the  walls  of  wliich  showed  tasteful 
designs  in  China  ink  by  some  amateur,  and  verses  of  poetry 
illustrating  the  beauties  of  little  cottages  built  in  rice  swamps 
under  the  leaves  of  willows  and  surrounded  by  bamboos, 
we  thrust  open  the  windows,  much  to  the  dismay  of  the 
attendants,  who  must  have  thought  we  were  mad,  and  began 
skying  all  the  lively  spiders  and  scorpions  found  out  of  tlieir 
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dens  in  the  ledges  and  crevices.  We  soon  had  dinner,  and 
then,  preparing  for  any  unwelcome  visit  from  without  during 
the  night,  laid  ourselves  out  to  sleep. 

The  thunder  and  lightning  during  many  hours  was  quite 
appalling,  and  kept  us  awake  for  a  long  time,  but  sleep  came 
at  last.  The  weariness  induced  by  our  long  seats  in  the 
saddle  sent  us  into  a  blissfiil  oblivion,  undisturbed  by  any 
thieves  or  cut-throats  who  might  have  made  the  village  of 
To-lo-po-tenza  their  lurking-place. 
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0  matter  however  early  in  the  morniug  we  contrived  to 
get  up,  our  fellow-travellers  were  sure  to  be  away  on 


their  journey  long  before  us,  and  with  so  little  sound  of^^" 
preparation  as  scai'cely  to  disturb  our  repose.     This  mominjj^    , 
the  yard  was  quite  untenanted  wlten  four  o'clock  found  us^^^ 
getting  ready  to  depart,  and  rather  ashamed  at  being  th^^=fe. 
last  to  leave,  we  were  more  so  when  six  oVlock  saw  us  onl^^^^ 
moving  through  the  gateway :  this  was  partly  owing  to  th^^^ 
sulkiness  of  the  carman,  who  was  in  a  shocking  bad  tempe  ^imr^ 
because  he  had  prematurely  insisted  ujK>n,  but  did  not  obtair^  ^ 
the  second  half  of  the  contract-hire  agreed  to  be  paid  to  MrrMra. 
an  reaching  our  journey's  end,  and  partly  to  the  rebelliooa^^ 
dispositions  of  the  two  mules,  who  behaved  themselves  ^3.0 
badly  when  being  harnessed  and  put  in  the  traces,  that  tkrm^ 
cross-grained  driver  was  nearly  worried  out  of  his  senses. 

Not  many  miles  after  leaving  this  \illage  with  the  iinpr">c^»- 
nounceably  long  name,  we  came  to  another  one,  that  had  be<^~Mi 
erected  with  taste  and  a  view  to  durability,  as  well  as  witiiB.  ^ 
strong  leaning  to  the  curious  and  fanciful  —  for  eveiy  hon^^^^^ 
and  garden  wall  was  strongly  built  of  cream-coloured  grani^  ^^j 
in  which  the  feldspar  was  nearly,  if  not  altogether  absent,  um'^  ^ 
the  larger  pieces  of  which,  disposed  to  face  the  outer  eouT 
wci'e  covered  with  beautifully  distinct  arborescent  marl 
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of  bkek  oxide  of  manganese  delineated  exactly  like  a  fossil 
plant, 

I  had  the  good  fortune  to  pick  up  two  or  three  specimens 
lying  in  the  road,  and  of  course  a  inish  of  surprised  villagers 
was  made  towards  me,  as  I  dismounted  to  pack  them  in  my 
saddle-bags,  to  see  whatev(ir  I  was  going  to  do  with  the 
useless  pieces  of  stone-  Their  observations  to  eaeh  other 
'were  possibly  laughable  enough,  and  perhaps  the  conversion 
of  the  petrous  materials  into  medicine  was  not  at  all  beyond 
"their  imaginings. 

A  few  miles  farther  on,  we  had  some  intricate  piloting  to 
steer  salely  through  the  long  single  street  of  another  ^dllage 
— Shin-shan  Shan — where  a  crowd  of  carriers,'  carts  laden 
with  lai'ge  bales  of  goods,  which  one  of  the  drivers  told  us 
was  yang  pu^  or  '  foreign  cloth/  were  halted  to  refresh  the 
ahnsady  tilled  horses  on  theii*  way  towards  the  Great  Wall* 

At  this  placCj  where  the  long  range  of  mountains   (our 
constant  and  yet  ever-varying   companions  since  leaving 
Tien-tsiu)  tencninates  by  a  very   lofty   needle-like   scar  of 
greyish-blue   ix>ck,    standing   a  little  apart  from  the  main 
chain,  the  road  di^ddes  into  two  branches.    One  circling  away 
to  the  northwards  was  the  highway  to  the  capital  city  of 
Jiantchuria;  the  other,  bending  a  little  to  the  south-east,  led 
to  Newchwang,  the  new  treaty  port  of  the  distant  norths  as 
"^'e  believed  and  relied  on  as  the  place  where  we  were  again 
t<»  see  Europeans,  and  rest  ourselves  before  going  farther  on. 
1-A.s   luck  would  have  it,  our  blundering  carter  selected  the 
%vrong  road  of  the  two,  and  took  us  along  that  to  Moukden 
lialf  a  dozen  miles  before  we  thought  of  enquiring;  and  then 
o  gain  a  shorter  way  back  to  the  proper  track  we  floundered 
febout  for  nearly  two  hours  among  the  fields  and  mazy  little 
.nes. 
Since  our  adventure  with  the  two  mysterious  strangers  at 
"^lie  Ta-littg  hu  the  previous  evening,  Ma-foo  had  been  rather 
':ffds8y  and  odd  in  his  speech  and  behaviour,  and  when  we 
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were  riding  at  a  quickened  pace  on  a  very  lonesome  part  otl 
the  way  indeed,  he,  half  in  dread,  whispered  to  us  to  get  our 
arms  ready  quickly,  tis  the  country  thereabouts  was  infestedfl 
by  wicked  robbers,  who  were  mounted  on  the  tallest  and 
fleetest  horses,  and  were  very  bold*  There  was  little  getting 
ready  needed,  as  our  revolvers  were  always  at  hand.  My 
companion  released  the  very  reliable  cut-and-thrust  Japanese 
short  sword  from  the  rug  it  was  wrapped  in  all  day*  and 
disposed  it  in  a  most  convenient  fashion  in  front  of  the  cart  M 

The  country  was  becomiijg  so  bare  and  mi^emble,  and  so 
barren  in  interest,  that  a  romantic  tussle  with  a  manageable 
number  of    Chinese    Turpins   would   have    been    leather  a 
desideratum  than  otherwise,  imd  we  almost  began  to  long  for 
a  sight  of  such  formidable  marauders;   but  our  taste  for 
excitement  was,  fortunately,  perhaps,  not  indulged  by  anyM 
such  meetings,  and  we  had  to  move  along  drearily  thmugh  a" 
long  low  marsh,  as  level  as  a  bowUug-green^  with  slimy  pools 
of  brackish  water  tenanted  by  curlews  and  guUs,  the  spotted 
red-shank,  the  night-heron,  the  bar-tailed  godwit,  the  water 
rail,   and   the  fiinny  little   green   dwarf  bittern  (Botaurm 
mirmtas)^  and  on  seemingly  endless  acres  of  blackish  bog  —  A 
quagg}^and  treiui^herous,  often,  for  our  ponies  and  the  cart —     ' 
covered  vnth  heath,  ov^r  which  isolated  droves  of  ponies 
wandered,  and  the  plover  sent  out  its  melancholy  wail. 

The  hamlets  were  few  and  lar  between,  and  boasted  of 
nothing  but  mud  walls  and  miseiy.  Sometimes  we  were 
enlivened  by  a  few  yards'  ride  after  a  small  hare,  or  took  a  fl 
revolver  jDo^shot  at  odd  collections  of  wild  geese  or  ducks,  ~ 
but  without  inflicting  any  serious  bodily  hai*m  on  them.  The 
few  people  we  saw  were  very  poor  and  awiuUy  diity,  yet  the 
females  clung  to  the  extremity  of  fashion  and  limped  about 
on  the  small  feet  as  if  they  were  deteimined  to  bmve  even 
poverty  to  maintain  their  deformed  notion. 

Since  leaving  the  hUls  we  found  the  humblest  houses  built 
of  mud,  mixed  with  chopped  straw  to  hold  it  together ;  and 


MAKSHY   COUNTRY. 


451 


Others,  a  degree  better,  were  rigged  up  with  the  unbaked,  or 
mther  sun-dried  bricks  one  saw  so  frequently  laid  out  where 
they  had  been  manufactured — just  as  the  houses  of  Mesopo- 
tamia are  at  the  present  day,  and  as  they  were  in  ancient 
Babylonia.  Occasionally  we  see  a  muddy  being  tempering 
the  clay  and  mixing  it  with  chopped  millet-stiaw — quite  after 
the  manner  of  tlie  aboriginal  Syrian — before  he  moulded  it  into 
the  large  flat  bricks  so  easily  built  and  cemented  together. 

The  ground  at  last  even  began  to  lose  its  covering  of 
heath,  wide  stretches  of  land  lay  before  us  quite  imprac- 
ticable for  man  and  beast;  and  bottonJess  quagmires,  into 
which  we  might  at  any  moment  have  been  plunged  and  lost, 
were  on  either  hand — so  that  we  had  long  dc^tours  to  make,  and 
great  semicircles  to  describe,  in  following  the  right  direction* 

The  vegetation   disappeared   altogether,   and   the   brown 

th  became  encrusted  with  a  thick  efflorescence  of  salt. 
the  preparation  of  this  useful  condiment  began,  and 
mk  the  villages  immense  rectangular  stacks,  about  twelve 
or  eighteen  feet  high,  were  reared  in  lines,  consisting  of  a 
thick  covering  of  smoothly- plastered  mud  enclosing  the 
much-prized  article  of  commerce*  This  might  be,  we  calcu- 
lated, about  thirty  mOes  from  the  waters  of  the  gulf. 

We  were  much  annoyed  at  having  made  so  little  progress 
l>efore  the  midday  breakfast-hour,  and  yet  we  had  much  to 
be  thankful  for,  as  had  the  weather  broken,  and  a  heayj 
shower  of  rain  come  down,  we  should  have  been  worse  off, 
Never  was  a  poorer  collection  of  inns  or  houses  anywhere, 
for  they  could  scarcely  aflford  accommodation  to  the  veriest 
beggar.  Often  and  over  again  we  went  out  of  our  way  to 
reach  a  village  where  we  might  halt  for  two  hours,  but 
each  time  without  a  chance  of  getting  a  house  fit  to  put  a 
donkey  in* 

One  place  larger  than  the  rest — Ten-sha-hor — with  acres 
of  salt  stacks  ranged  out  like  burial-moundsj  gave  us  the 
only  opix)rtumty,  though  a  pitiable  one.     But  there  was  a 
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fiineral  going  on,  and  howls  and  lamentations^  outracreouil 
and  derisive  enough  for  an  Irish  wake,  bellowed  out  fmm  a 
house  opposite  the  dirty  hosteL      Numbers  of  women  and 
children  in  white,  with  white  bands  round  their  heads  and 
artificial  white  flowers  ihstencd  on  thera,  thronged  outride  ■ 
the  door  of  the  house  of  mourning,  and  shrill  music  not  atl 
all  uidike  that  from  the  Irish  bagpipe,  with  the  doleful  half- 
dozen  notes  of  the  flute  and  tomniing  of  the  little  drums, 
sounded  strangely  so  near  the  dead.     The  procession  issued 
from  the  house  of  mourning,  and   the  poor  lame  women 
limping  painfully  over  the  uneven  ground  proceeded  to  a- 
little  altar  in  whicli  a  boy,  smiling  and  playful,  was  liglitinj 
some  incense  sticks  to  propitiate  Foh,     All  the  way  thej 
sobbed  and  howled  in  the  greatest  tribulation,  until  reach\np^ 
the  steps  of  the  small  edifice,  they  knelt  down  and  knocked 
heads   several   times  against  the  bricks,  then  got  up  aui3 
began  to  laugh  and  titter  as  if  nothing  had  been  the  mutter* 

At  first  we  felt  inclined  to  respect  their  grief  and  sympa- 
thise with  their  bereavement,  but  seeing  that  it  was  but  tlje 
semblance  of  sincerity  and  a  mere  fashion,  we  thought  no 
more  about  them.  We  might  have  remembered  reading  in 
their  records  of  how  in  the  time  of  the  Luh  Chaou  (a.d,  552), 
there  were  persons  to  assist  to  weep  at  funerals ;  but  finally 
the  bereaved  came  to  the  disgraceful  practice  of  hiring  cer- 
tain people  to  weep  for  them.  Sometlmig  of  the  sort  was 
evidently  going  on  here. 

We  breakfasted  in  a  back  kitchen  foul  and  filthy,  and 
with  an  atmosphere  made  so  heavy  by  the  pungent  sickly 
smell  of  the  native  spirit,  samshu,  as  to  be  bai*ely  respinible* 
The  wretched  landlord  was  a  dealer  in  all  kinds  of  stomach- 
ruining  goods,  and  greatest  of  all  in  the  fiery  alcohol,  that 
he  kept  in  vats  carefully  fastened  against  the  wall,  and  sur^ 
rounded  with  the  small  pewter  measures  in  which  he  served  it. 
We  did  not  stay  long  here,  but  just  sufficient  time  to  enable  i 
Ma-foo,  the  good  Catholic,  to  imbibe  ^ — along  with  the  driver 
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— enough  of  the  bmin-bewiklering  stuff  to  set  them  both 
maudlin  and  forgetful  of  everything  save  more  liquor. 

In  the  afternoon  the  roads  became  dreadful,  and  the 
whole  country  low  and  wet.  Where  they  were  all  but 
impassable,  some  attempts  were  made  to  drain  oflF  a  portion 
of  the  water  into  wide  ditches,  which  were  bridged  over  by 
felled  trees,  and  paved  by  bimdles  of  the  all-subservient  millet- 
stalk.  We  crossed  several  small  streams^  and  a  pretty  con- 
siderable river,  almost  as  wide  as  the  Peiho,  and  apparently 
subjected  to  the  influence  of  the  tides.  There  were  no  boats 
on  it,  however,  though  the  liigh  wide-spanning  wooden  bridge, 
constructed  of  strong  beams  of  timber,  along  which  we 
passed^  woidd  have  allowed  modei'ately-tall  junk-masts  to  go 
undeiiieath. 

It  was  in  vain  that  we  tried  to  get  the  designations  of  these 
Ao's;  for  the  natives  were  so  dull  and  stupid  as  not  to  be 
able  to  tell  us  what  names  they  bore,  ot*  even  those  of  the 
half-immerged  villages,  where  poverty  and  neglect  were  only 
too  conspicuous. 

Yet  in  these  hovels  the  great  fancy  of  the  Northern 
Chinese  for  song-birds  prevailed ;  and  in  the  most  degnided 
I  den  of  mud,  plastered  up  like  a  martin's  nest,  where  the 
occupants,  one  would  be  inclined  to  say,  could  not  find 
acconmiodation  or  food  enough  for  themselves  to  keep  nature 
together,  the  cage  and  the  warbler  would  almost  as  certainly 
be  met  with  as  the  inevitable  destitution  and  dirt.  No  other 
people  could  be  fonder  of,  more  attentive  to,  or  imderstand 
better  the  habits  and  the  treatment  necessaiy  for  the  pre- 
ser^^ation  in  health  of  cage-birds,  as  well  as  the  way  to 
domesticate  them,  so  as  to  make  them  retain  their  un-sad- 
dened  song  when  caught  wild.  This  is  a  pleasant  trait  to 
observe,  and  the  more  so  as  kindness  is  the  prevailing  ingre- 
dient in  the  work  ;  and  the  little  favourites  always  look  as 
happy  and  gay  in  their  bondage  as  if  they  never  had  kno^vn 
liberty-     There  is  such  a  gi'eat  variety  of  birds  whose  song  is 
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fine  and  varied,  that  the  Chinese  have  an  abundance  to  chc 
from  J  and  always  select  what  we  should  consider  the  best. 

Canaries  are  unknown,  and  many  of  our  birds  are  not  to 
be  found,  but  there  is  a  remarkable  mixture  of  Himalayan,    h 
tropical,  and  Japanese  specimens  which  arrive  when  the  cold   " 
winter  has   piissed  away.     These  remain  for  a  brief  space, 
until  the  heat  of  the  plain  becomes  too  intense  for  them,  and 
then  they  wing  their  flight  towards  the  mountains  and  the 
more  temperate  firovinces,  returning  in  the  autumn,  when  the  a 
fierce  summer  has'  passed,  and  before  the  very  cold  weather  ^ 
sets  in*     These  are  tlie  busy  times  for  the  bird-dealers ;  and  ^ 
the  markets  are  literally  crowded  with  the  baskets  and  cages  fl 
full  of  the  captured  victims,  as  well  as  with  dozens  of  choice 
specu3iens  carried  about  for  sale  on  perches.  H 

Boys  and  men  go  off  to  the  woods  to  pursue  their  brieF 
vocation,  armed  with  long  bamboo  rods,  fitting  into  each 
other,  and  the  ends  smeared  over  with  a  kind  of  gum,  more 
tenacious  than  bird-lime.  Taking  post  alongside  the  trunk 
of  a  tree  imder  the  wide  branches,  they  wait  until  they  see 
an  unwary  warbler  perch  itself  fearlessly  on  a  twig.  No 
sooner  has  it  done  so  than  it  receives  a  gentle  tap  on  the 
shoulder,  and,  ere  a  minute  has  elapsed,  it  is  tmnsferred  to  a 
vnde  basket  covered  with  cotton  stuff. 

But  the  most  expert  and  artful  bird-catchers  ai^  they  who 
employ  the  yellow-foot«d  or  peregrine  falcon  (Falea  vesperU 
mus\  and  the  hobby  {Falco  suhbuteo) — which  was  formerly 
used  to  hunt  small  birds  in  our  own  country.  These  hawks 
are  hooded,  and  their  wrings  are  confined  by  the  brail  until 
the  very  moment  they  are  wanted.  On  the  left  wrist  of  the  ^ 
hunter  is  stmjyped  a  neat  reel  fille^l  with  fine  but  slnmgfl 
twinCj  one  end  of  which  is  tied  to  one  of  the  falcon's  legs. 
Whenever  the  quick  eye  of  the  dealer  sees  a  biitl  on  the 
ground  the  brail  is  removed,  the  hood  slipped  off,  and  the  ^ 
bird's  head  being  turned  in  the  direction  of  the  prey,  ii  jerk 
of  the  arm  sends  him  off,  the  reel  spins  round,  and  beibm  the 


TREATMENT    OF    BIRDS- 


45Z 


incautious  feeder  has  time  to  move  a  wing  it  is  prostrate,  and 
the  hawk  sbmding  proudly  above,  liolding  it  down  to  the 
ground  with  the  extended  claws  of  one  footj  while  the  skillful 
man  runs  towards  the  spot,  reminding  the  victor  by  a  gentle 
tug  of  the  string,  as  he  approaches,  that  in  his  victory  he  is 
to  be  mercifij  to  the  vanquished-  Not  so  much  as  a  feather 
13  damaged  by  these  well-trained  birds;  indeed,  the  most 
perfect  ornithological  specimens  to  be  procured  in  the  markets 
are  those  caught  by  falcons. 

It  is  astonishing  the  number  of  birds  a  boy  with  onp  hawk 
will  capture  in  a  day.  He  has  a  lot  of  little  bags,  with  a 
square  bit  of  wood  in  the  bottom,  into  which  he  thrusts  the 
seizures  as  soon  as  he  has  made  them;  and  at  the  end  of  his 
day's  labour  you  may  see  him  coming  into  the  town  sur* 
rounded  by  these  receptacles  slung  to  his  waistband. 

When  brought  to  the  market,  if  to  be  kept  or  sold  on  a 
perch,  and  made  pets  of,  the  terrified  unfortunates  are  seized 
in  the  gentle  grasp  of  their  owner,  and  plunged  into  a  bucket 
of  cold  water  once  or  twice.  This  Rareyfyim)  is  successful; 
the  bird,  instead  of  being  frightened  to  death  by  such  an 
apparently  cniel  ordeal,  calms  down  rapidly,  looks  stupid  for 
a  little  bit,  and  then  settles  on  a  perch  Avithout  any  signs  of 
alarm  or  timidit3^  In  a  day  or  two  it  will  recognise  the  call 
of  its  &vourite  master;  will  have  permission  to  fly  away  for 
a  short  distance,  and  then  return  to  the  wrist  or  the  spar  on 
being  called,  and  do  other  little  feats  rather  surprising  for 
the  short  time  it  has  been  in  training. 

All  the  cage-birds  ai'e,  I  think,  caught  in  the  fields  and 

woods  by  glue  and  hawk,  for  I  never  could  discover  if  the 

Chinese  practised,  or  were  acquainted  with,  the  breeding  and 

rearing  small  birds  in  confinement. 

I        Foremost  of  all  the  captive  minstrels,  for  the  loudness  and 

^porprising  melody  pealed  forth  from  its  little  throat,  in  ix!- 

■    sounding, — almost  uproarious,  bursts  of  glee,  is  tlic  North 

China  lark — the  Pe-Ung — the  ^hundred-spirited  bird'  {Mela- 
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nocorypha  MongoUca),  undoubtedly  the  most  industrious 
vocalist,  as  it  is  the  cheeriest  of  all  Chmese  birds.  Ou  it  is 
lavished  the  greatest  amount  of  admiration  and  tender  oarej 
and  the  poorest  householder  thinks  himself  well  provided 
when  he  can  sit  and  listen  to  the  inspiinting  chaunt  of  his 
own  Pe-ling, 

Right  well  and  gratefully  it  repays  the  esteem  manifested 
towards  it,  ^id  the  watehful  solicitude  with  which  its  wants 
are  all  anticipated  by  its  enraptured  guardians;  for  surely 
never  did  feathered  minnesinger,  pent  within  a  tiny  circular 
apartment  with  a  low  roof,  and  surrounded  by  closely-set  bars 
of  bamboo  latlis,  warble  such  a  pleasant  ditty  or  cai'ol  such 
ravishing  concord.  To  see  the  little  creature  in  a  peii>etual 
state  of  motion,  circling  round,  now  on  one  side^ — ^witli  his 
yellowlsh-wliite  breast  baiTed  by  a  black  collar  fully  exposed 
to  view ;  then  on  the  other — showing  his  rusty -col  cured  back; 
upon  the  miniature  circular  platfonn  rai^sed  for  it  in  tlic  middle 
of  the  floor,  or  springing  up  with  joy  against  the  tassels  of  red 
silk,  charitably  suspended  from  the  roof  of  the  cage  to  warn 
the  heedless  music i<an  of  danger  in  his  impassioned  gestures 
and  dulcet  flights,  and  then  going  down  again,  and  round 
and  round ;  one  can  but  say  that  the  ^  huncbTd-spirited  '  bird 
is  worthy  of  the  title,  for  its  legs  and  wings  apjiear  never  to 
be  tired;  and  to  hear  its  everlasting  lay  launched  out  m 
every  street  with  undiminished  'vagour  and  harmony,  from 
sunrise  until  after  sunset,  in  that  limited  space,  the  inclination 
is  strong  to  believe  that  the  happy  creature  is  still  singhig 
over  its  nest  in  the  fields,  and  has  never  been  subjected  to 
the  spirit-breaking  sadness  of  such  mi  unnatural  round-house. 

It  is  difficult  to  purchase  a  good  Mongolimi  lark  in  any  of 
the  towns — their  pmprietors  sometimes  reftising  altogether 
to  sell  their  pets — and  when  it  is  a  good  imitator,  and  can  be 
bought,  it  win  bring  a  largQ  price.  The  market  value  of  a 
lark  that  will  imitate  the  mewing  of  a  cat  nine  times — and 
the  imitation  is  often  so  complete  as  to  defy  the  criticism 
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of  the  most  sensitive  ear,  is  thirty  dollars — over  six  pounds. 
And  there  is,  next  in  value,  the  brownish-yellow  Crying 
Thrush,  with  the  white  eyebrow, — the  Wha-mi^  or  '  pictured 
eyebrow '  {Garrulax  Sinensis)^  one  of  the  state  prisoners  to 
be  found  at  neariy  every  door,  and  a  bird  of  some  price 
when  in  good  voice.  This  thrush  the  Chinese  are  very  fond 
of,  and  its  mellifluous  notes,  so  full  and  free,  like  those  of 
our  own  song  thrush,  trilled  con  amove  after  the  heat  of  the 
hot  summer  day  has  passed,  when  it  seems  to  exult  in  the 
diminished  temperature,  possesses  something  like  enchant- 
ment for  our  celestial  friends. 

It  is  richest  in  sweet  melody  in  the  gloaming,  its  few  notes 
ringing  out  with  startling  beauty  at  that  time,  and  its  society 
is  then  most  courted.  An  aged  Chinese  friend  of  mine,  who 
had  kept  a  wha-mi  in  perfect  song  for  some  years,  used  to  be 
visited  towards  sunset  by  a  tottering  old  man,  who  carried 
his  pet  thrush  in  its  cage  for  a  dist/mce  of  some  two  miles, 
catching  for  it  grasshoppers  and  insects  by  the  way,  merely 
for  the  sake  of  hearing  its  voice  in  competition  with  that  of 
the  other  bird. 

No  sooner  were  the  two  brought  near  each  other  in  the 
open  air,  than  the  first  note  from  either  of  them  excited  the 
most  active  musical  tussle,  which  would  continue  for  half  an 
hour  or  more  in  the  centre  of  a  crowd  of  admiring  Chinese, 
who  would  never  be  tired  listening  to  their  vocal  exertions. 
Other  members  of  the  thrush  family  are  domesticated,  such 
as  the  Blue  Rock  Thrush  {Petrocinda  cyanus)^  the  Pallid 
Thrush  {Turd\is< pallidus)^  and  the  Siberian  Thrush  (Turdus 
Sibericus)^  all  of  which  are  numerous  around  Tien-tsin  and 
Peking  ;•  but  they  all  yield  in  estimation  to  the  Crying 
Thrush. 

♦  I  must  not  forget  to  include  another  beautiful  Tlirush — the  first  per- 
fect specimen  brought  to  England  being  found  hy  me  near  Tien-tsin, 
which  has  been  described  as  a  new  variety  by  Mr.  Swinhoe  in  the  Ibis, 
and  named  by  him  Orcetes  gularis. 
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The  gaudy  Golden  Oriole  (Oriolus  Sifienszs)^  with  its  bril- 
liant orange  or  primfose-coloured  body,  fantastically  barred 
in  Tarious  ways  with  streaks  of  the  deepest  black,  is  also  a 
candidate  for  favour ;  but  it  does  not  succeed  to  any  great 
extent ;  for  it  is  only  when  at  large,  in  the  coolest  time  of  the 
day,  and  in  the  thickest  woods,  that  its  fine  flutina-like  aria 
seizes  on  the  willing  eai'  in  pleasant  snatches,  now  aiid  again;  f 
differing  but  little  from  that  of  its  European  congener,  which 
the  Italian  agriculturist  fancies  to  be  the  bearer  of  tlie 
pleasing  intelligence  that  the  figs  arc  ripe,  by  its  chaunting 
something  resembling  tlie  words  —  '  Contandino  c  maturu  lo 
fico/ 

It  is  indeed  delighttul  to  hear  this  bird's  song  when  the 
eye  is  at  the  same  time  charmed   by  those  exquisite  and 
singular  little  denizens  of  the  trees,  the  Paradise  Fly-catchers  1 
(3fns€ipeta  Panidisi) — delicate  and  lovely  enough,  assui-edly, 
for  that  supenial  region,  as  they  t^virl  and  flutter  about  on 
the  benches,  or  dart  off  gaily  in  pursuit  of  insects.     So  j 
handsome  is  the  little  steel-blue  head,  adorned  with  an  eYer->H 
rising  and  falling  ci^st,  the  gi'asa-green  mouth,  the  eyelids 
and  bill  tinted  like  the  bloom  on  the  gi'ape,  the  snow-white 
body  and   surprisingly  long  tail,  with   each   milky  feather 
trimmed  by  such  a  delicate  border  of  black,  that  my  eyes 
were  almost  dazzled  when  I  first  saw  these  sylvan  beauties 
fluttering  about,  interspersed  at  odd  times  with  the  chocolate- 
coloui^d  variety  (Mmeipeta  Incei).  \ 

Other  favourites  are  numerous ;  but  of  these  the  ( lorget 
Warbler,  or  Ifoonff-fma^  Redrthroat  (Calliope  Latfia?mi)^  BXid 
the  Blue- throated  Warbler  {Phfrnkura  Sitecica)^  are  the 
tamest,  though  their  note  is  low  and  plainti\'e,  like  that  of  I 
the  Robin  lied  breast.  They  stand  any  amount  of  handling, 
for  I  have  seen  their  attendants  wash  them  in  we^ik  t^a, 
when  their  plumage  was  soiled  or  the  birds  were  sickly, 

a  comfortable  ban  da  2:0  without  in* 
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jury;    but    I    always    hked    tlie    little    green    Pi/e-iftir 
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'White  Eye' — (Zosterops  japoniea)^  with  its  pearly  specta- 
cles and  humble  twitter*  So  do  the  Chinese ;  for  it  is 
such  an  affectionate  and  sociable  little  tairy,  that  in  pairs 
it  will  live  a  long  time  quite  happily,  but  alone  it  soon  pines 
and  dies. 

At  the  end  of  one  of  our  dullest  day's  marches  through  a 
most  de8ix)nding  region,  seven-eighths  of  which  must  have  been 
mud  and  morass,  we  were  not  very  exacting  in  our  selection 
of  a  quarter  for  the  night,  and  fixed  on  the  roadside  caravan- 
sary of  Tu-kia-tai-  The  host  and  his  numerous  servants  did 
all  in  their  power  to  make  us  snug  for  the  night,  A  heixl 
of  donkeys  in  a  shed  not  far  from  our  room  seemed  to  be  of 
a  different  mind,  for  during  the  long  hours  of  darkness  they 
kept  up  a  truly^  heartrending  concert  of  braying  quite  beyond 
the  powers  of  human  endurance.  It  was  with  no  small 
delight  that,  about  three  o'clock,  we  hailed  the  earliest 
streaks  of  dawn,  and  began  to  pack  up  once  more^  little 
refreshed  by  the  five  or  six  hours^  rest.  We  were  desirous 
of  reaching  Newchwang  by  the  evening,  as  we  were  only 
about  fifty  miles  from  it. 

As  usual  in  all  such  cases,  the  cart  was  not  movable  until 
nearly  six.  The  carter  muddles  about  as  if  he  had  not  slept 
for  a  fortnightj  and  Ma-foo  is  horribly  redolent  of  decayed 
samshu,  while  his  bi'ain  must  be  quite  addled  by  the  large 
doses  he  has  swallowed  beibre  going  to  sleep,  as  he  always 
did,  in  his  clothes — for  he  was  barely  conscious  of  what  lie 
was  about  when  he  poured  some  scalding  tea  into  the  carter's 
shoe,  and  sent  him  limping  and  howling  into  a  comer,  where 
he  all  but  took  leave  of  his  senses. 

No  sooner  had  we  emerged  from  the  gate  of  the  inn,  and 
got  on  the  pathway,  than  the  stupid  fellow,  who  would  do 
nothing  but  sit  on  the  shaft  w^hen  the  roads  were  bad,  to  save 
his  nearly  worn-out  shoes,  allowed  the  mules  to  take  the 
muddiest  part  of  the  road.  Before  we  could  call  or  stop 
them^  the  cart  was  buried  over  the  axletree  in  the  most 
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adhesive  compound  imaginable,  and  the  mides  standing  up 
to  the  necks  and  hocks,  unable  to  stir*  AH  the  t€thy  /aA^^B 
and  churj  churs^  of  the  agitated  Jehu  were  unavailing,  except 
when  the  shaft  beast,  at  the  first  sound  of  his  voice,  made  a  ■ 
bound,  sunk  on  its  knees,  and  would  have  been  suffocated  W 
had  I  not  rushed  to  the  rescue,  at  the  imminent  risk  of  ™ 
losing  my  riding-boots  —  the  only  pair  I  had  —  and  got  its 
head  raised  above  the  mess. 

The  weather  promised  well,  and  the  sun  had  not  yet  1 


ir'mt  in  I  he  tuiuL 


become  too  wami  for  us  ;  but  here  were  all  our  hopes  of  a 
good  morning's  work  shattered  by  the  blundering  and  inat- 
tention of  this  Clunese  booby.  We  might  as  well  have  tried 
to  caiTy  one  of  our  ponies  on  our  backs  as  to  have  moved 
that  cart  an  inch  out  of  the  slough  ;  so^  after  making  our- 
selves as  disgustingly  dirty  as  the  brats  who  bun'ow  for  coin 
in  the  Thames  filth,  we  despatehed  5Ia-foo  back  to  the  village 
to  obtain  the  assistance  ol*  the  labourers,  who  were  assembled 
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in  groups  around  the  fann-houses,  not  yet  having  begun  their 
work  in  the  fields. 

Two  or  three  came  rather  reluctantly,  and  were  slow  in 
aiding  us.  Shovels  were  had  recourse  to  to  clear  a  way  for 
the  long-projecting  end  of  the  axle  tree,  and  to  make  a  some- 
what firm  track  to  more  favourable  ground.  But  this  was 
no  trifling  matter ;  and  the  Chinese  were  loath  to  enter  the 
mud  after  they  had  seen  our  driver  make  a  spring  towards 
the  middle  of  it  and  sink  to  the  thighs,  where,  with  a  most 
determined  struggle,  he  had  enough  to  do  to  release  himself, 
with  the  loss  of  his  blue  soft-soled  shoes,  left  at  the  bottom- 
After  a  long  struggle,  in  which  we  had  all  to  put  our 
hands  and  shoulders  to  work,  we  were  just  on  the  point  of 
making  a  determined  effort  for  the  emancipation  of  the 
vehicle,  when  the  leading  mule,  which  had  remained  attached 
by  its  traces  to  the  axletree,  and  was  standing  to  one  side, 
suddenly  bolted  across  to  the  other,  and  before  anyone  had 
time  to  guard  against  the  catastrophe,  the  unfortunate 
driver,  who  had  been  tugging  and  grapphng  at  the  shafts, 
was  lying  deeply  in  the  mud  with  one  of  them  on  his 
stomach,  and  looking  as  helpless  and  terrified  as  if  in  the 
agonies  of  death.  This  accident,  occasioned  as  it  was  by  his 
own  mule  tripping  up  his  heels  by  the  traces,  caused  a  most 
painful  fit  of  laughter  impossible  for  some  minutes  to 
repress,  which  drove  the  object  of  it,  when  at  last  he  was 
dragged  up,  bito  a  flaring  rage,  and  to  the  utterance  of  fdl 
kinds  of  strange  expressions. 

After  an  hour's  very  hard  work  we  got  the  cart  removed 
out  of  present  difficidties,  and  on  to  a  sound  scrap  of  ground. 
We  offered  our  valuable  assistants  some  money  for  the  good 
service  they  had  done  us,  and  as  a  recompense  for  the  soiling 
their  clothes  had  undergone,  but  strange  enough  they  would 
take  no  reward  fi'om  us  except  thanks.  When  they  were 
told  that  we  were  far-travelled  stmngers,  and  found  us  ready 
to  laugh  and  joke  with  them,  they  seemed  to  change  tlieir 
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manner  altogether,  and  from  a  cold  unwillingness  to  come 
near  us  at  first^  they  were  ready  to  do  any  service  we  might 
have  desired- 
It  was  of  no  use  pressing  them  to  accept  of  the  trifle — 
take  it  they  would  not,  though  silver  must  have  been  rather 
a  rarity  among  them.  So  after  warmly  thanking  them  we 
got  on  the  move  again,  through  awful  sloughs  and  deep  ruts, 
apparently  specially  selected  by  the  begrimed  conductor  in 
the  perversity  of  his  disposition,  or  from  an  irremediable 
stupidity  natural  to  him^  but  characteristic  of  his  country- 
men in  general,  in  preferring  the  sloughs  and  ruts  of  antiquity, 
whether  leading  to  interminable  disaster  or  irremovable 
obstacles.  If  only  two  roads  presented  themselves  before 
him,  either  from  blunted  sagacity  or  a  stupid  tenacity  of 


purpose,  he  was 


sure  to  take  the  wrong  one. 


On  he  pro- 


ceeded, sitting  on  the  front  part  of  the  wagon,  eternally 
chucking  to  his  team,  and  wagging  his  thin  legs,  which  are 
but  scantily  encased  in  dirty  blue-cotton  bags  that  serve  the 
purpose  of,  but  can  never  be  designated  as  trousers;  or 
drumming  his  thigh  continually  with  the  only  hand  left  at 
liberty,  he  jogged  along  as  he  best  could,  leaving  a  good 
deal  to  the  insthictive  faculties  of  the  quadrupeds  in  advance, 
who,  long  trained  to  pursue  the  beaten  path,  maintained 
the  most  rigid  adherence  to  it. 
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PABTOHAt      COTJNTET  —  *  KOON«-SHI '  —  FAKJf- HOUSES PROFITABLE     EM- 

FLOTMENT     OF     SfvWAGE  —  IGNOKANCE     OF    DAIHT    PRODUCE HOMBLE 

IX>BKITORr — ^A    TOUKG   MAPTDARIW — ^BA^mS    OF     THE     UAU-h6 — BOAT 

VOYAGE  —  ARRIVAL   AT   NEWGHWANG — AN    ITSFRlBlfDLY  RECEPTION 

IKH08P1TABLE    LANDLORD. 


BENDING  a  little  northwards,  the  country  commenced 
raising  itself  from  the  marsh  and  mud,  and  the  salt 
efflorescence  on  the  sun-baked  crust  of  earth  began  to  be  suc- 
ceeded by  grass  as  the  road  became  firmer  and  our  progress 
accelerated ;  while  the  light-green  foliage  of  the  graceful  mllow 
interposed  itself  between  us  and  the  sun  at  short  interv^als, 
and  here  and  there  formed  diminutive  avenues  of  shade,  as 
refreshmg  to  the  sight  as  they  were  grateful  to  the  feelings- 
Farm-houses^  from  being  isolated  and  scarce^  began  to 
congregate  in  gradually  increasing  numbers  on  the  most 
favoured  situations,  and  to  exchange  the  millet-stalk  and 
poverty-stricken  earthen  structures  for  those  of  brick  and 
wood ;  and  the  fields  put  forth  their  improving  aspects  in 
the  same  manner,  showing  how  eagerly  the  inhabitants 
seized  on  the  slightest  approach  of  amendment  in  the  soil  to 
bring  it  under  the  sway  of  cultivation.  The  ditches  were 
cut  with  more  skill  j  attempts  had  been  made  to  raise  the 
general  level,  and  wliere  this  had  not  succeeded,  the  land 
was  banked  round  mth  mde  ridges  to  keep  out  the  water ; 
— ^in  short,  the  desokte  country  was  being  rapidly  redeemed 
by  the  eff^"orts  of  scrupulous  industry. 

The  gardens  displayed  a  little  more  \itality,  and  some  of 
them  a  fair  amount  of  taste  in  the  matter  of  flowers  and 
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vegetiible  beds^  and  every  one  had  its  two  or  three  vmei 
neatly  trellised  over  the  little  square  bower  that  sferv^^d  fur 
their  support,  as  well  as  a  cool  shady  recess  for  the  inmate 
of  the  houses* 

It  was  necessary  to  pass  through  seveml  \inages-  The 
accustomed  amount  of  i*eckless  curiosity  was  duly  excited 
by  un  indi\adual  who,  discarding  all  self-gmtificatiori^ 
seemed  deterjuined  that  cveiy  human  being  within  the  reach 
of  his  limbs  or  voice  should  pai*ticipate  in  the  unwonted 
sight,  as  he  gave  warning  of  our  approach.  Their 
gi'eeting  and  civility  was  of  the  passive  kind, — ^limited  to 
absurd  remarks  on  our  costumes,  beards,  eyes,  and  saddlery, 
and  the  absence  of  taik  on  us  ;  and  with  vacant  stares  that 
plainly  told  how  little  their  minds  were  really  engaged  in 
trying  to  understand  anything  about  us:  they  looked,  as 
they  thronged  together,  like  so  many  young  children,  whose 
eyes  and  mouths  mechanically  follow  whatever  is  presented 
to  them  for  the  first  time,  but  whose  intellects  are  not 
yet  able  to  appreciate  the  nature  or  functions  of  thes^i 
objects.  ^^^1 

The  only  active  demonstration  of  welcome  that  we  received 
was  bestowed  on  us  by  a  somewhat  intelligent-looking  old 
man,  who  stood  before  his  little  gate  with  pipe  and  tobacco- 
pouch  in  hand,  and  the  end  of  his  fan  peeping  over  the 
right  shoulder.  As  soon  as  we  came  near,  this  venembk 
gentleman  brought  his  closed  hands  in  contact  before  him, 
and  made  a  profound  vertical  sweep  of  the  air  with  them; 
ibUomng  the  salute  with  a  kindly  ^Koong'.$hi!  Koong-shir 
—  Hail,  hail!  To  which  we  replied  by  sa}dng,  ^Ne  how^  m 
liQw-a^ — equivalent  to  hoping  he  was  well. 

After  many  devious  turns  and  wanderings  over  unknowu 
and  almost  trackless  ground,  and  crossing  another  river 
apparently  of  a  good  depth,  and  subject  to  the  rise  and  fall 
of  the  tide,  we  emerged  for  awhile  from  the  gimiu-bearing 
countiy.     We  now  found   ourselves  traversing  the  richest 
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meadow-land  we^  in  the  gladness  of  our  hearts,  thought 
could  possibly  exist  anywhere.  It  was  quite  different  fi'om 
any  other  portion  of  the  country  we  had  travelled  through. 
Large  tmcts  of  land  were  enclosed,  divided,  and  subdivided 
by  high  earthen  banks,  on  wliich  were  planted  young  willow 
trees ;  and  a  deep  ditch  on  each  side  of  these  drained  off  the 
superfluous  moisture,  A  second  crop  of  fine  gmss  was  iu 
process  of  being  mown,  and  the  strong  perfume  of  the  sweet- 
scented  vernal  gmss  mixed  ivith  it,  and  the  wild  bvender^ 
sometimes  gave  these  rich  meadows  quite  an  English  atmo- 
sphere. The  farm-houses  bore  a  great  resemblance,  in  many 
respects,  to  those  of  middle  and  third-class  agriculturists  in 
Britain.  Dispensing  with  the  intricacies  and  mysterious 
disposition  of  passages  and  apartments  found  to%vards  Tien- 
tsin, they  consisted  only  of  a  quadrangular  courtyard.  On 
the  upper  side  was  the  dwelling-house,  with  large  open  win- 
dows on  each  side  of  the  doorway,  through  which  we  could 
see  the  female  portion  of  the  family  at  work,  spinning  cotton 
or  renovating  the  household  apparel. 

Mules  and  ponies  were  busy  in  the  courtyard  thresliing 
the  wheat  grown  on  fields  separated  from  the  grass  land. 
This  was  a  very  simple  operation,  and  consisted  merely  in 
dragging  a  hea\y  stone  roller  over  the  heads — for  the  stalks 
had  all  been  cut  off  to  within  a  few  inches  of  the  heads — or 
treading  out  the  grain  by  the  feet  of  oxen  and  mules  on  a 
prepared  space  of  ground,  where  lime  appeared  to  be  com- 
bined vnth  the  earth  or  clay  to  ibrm  a  compact  level  surface. 
This  method  appeared  as  wasteful  and  slow  as  it  was  primi- 
tive ;  and  the  mnnowing  was  little  better,  for  the  short 
stems  of  the  straw  having  been  removed,  the  wheat  was 
gathered  on  to  another  plastered  space,  and  men  were  busy 
with  shovels  throwing  it  up  against  the  feeble  wind  that 
moved  across  the  coimtry  at  that  hot  time. 

Little  groups,  presided  over  by  a  mother  or  grandmother, 
attended  to  the  grinding  of  the  millet  or  wheat  for  the 
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dinner,  and  carefully  brushed  it  under  the  stone  roller  that 
was  made  to  revolve  on  a  pivot  at  one  end  by  the  younger 
branches  of  the  family. 

The  crops  were  aU  sbicked^  and  the  stacks  and  haycocks 
stood  around  after  the  fashion  of  our  own,  bat  they  were 
better  madc^  I  think,  for  more  pains  appeared  to  have  been 
taken  to  preserve  them.  Their  conical  tops  had  a  roofing  of 
sun-baked  mud  to  render  them  completely  waterproof;  while, 
to  prevent  their  being  blown  down  by  the  severe  gales  that 
visit  this  exposed  part  of  the  country,  thick  ro|5es  were 
passed  through  and  over  the  stacks,  to  which  heavy  stones 
were  hung.  Great  square  harrows  with  long  iron  teeth,  and 
curious  sowing  machines,  seemingly  but  little  used,  lay  in 
comers,  and  the  rude  carts  for  farming  purposes,  and  the 
round-topped  hcarse-like  vehicle  for  family  excursions,  were 
ensconced  in  outhouses  near  where  the  spare  beasts  of 
draught  were  tied,  heads  up,  to  posts  before  wooden  or  stone 
troughs. 

Some  wagons  had  the  sides  and  ends  enclosed  by  closely- 
woven  screens  of  millet-stalk,  and  were  employed  in  calling 
the  powdery  maimre  from  the  places  set  apart  for  its  prepa- 
ration to  the  fields-  We  had  every  reason  for  seeking  lo 
avoid  these,  or  at  least  to  get  to  ivmdward  of  them;  for  if 
the  strong  bouquet  of  the  precious  load  did  not  repel  us,  the 
cloud  of  fetid  dust  that  covered  aU  who  might  be  any^vherc 
near,  was  quite  unbearable. 

To  increase  the  fertility  of  the  soil,  the  Northern  Ch: 
have  only  recourse,  so  far  as  we  could  observe,  to  animal 
manure,  which  is  gathered  and  scrupulously  hoarded  up 
until  winter  seta  in,  aiid  then  prepared  by  admixture  with 
the  ooze  of  ditches,  the  dust  of  streets,  or  the  earth  of  plains*  \ 
After  drying  for  a  short  period,  it  is  pulverised  into  a  fine 
powder,  which  is  easily  spread  over  tlie  fields  by  sieves,  or 
even  by  the  hand.  Tins  is  a  less  ofi^ensive  mode  than  that 
in  vogue  in  the  South,  where  the  sordida  rura  is  collected 
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for  months  in  huge  earthenware  pots,  clustered  around  every 
village,  and  which  prove  heart-sickening  objects  to  every 
Emx^pean.  Every  such  traveller  gladly  notes  that  the  North 
13,  if  not  so  economical  in  these  details,  at  any  rate  less 
offensive  in  its  small  open-air  depots-  Nothing  can  be  more 
disagreeable  to  him  than  running  against  those  human  ferti- 
lisers of  the  Flowery  Land,  who  wander  about,  baskets  over 
backs,  himdling  tlu^ee-pronged  forks,  with  which  they  gather 
up  the  perfumed  materials  so  essential  to  fructification. 

Male  and  female  labourers  were  busy  in  the  fields  mowing 
or  cutting  the  grass  with  short-bladed,  almost  sti'aiglit  sickles, 
set  at  an  acute  angle  in  wooden  handles  ;  but  we  could  not 
see  a  scythe  anywhere.  At  one  place  we  saw  some  women 
reaping  wheat,  with  a  small  blade  of  metal  strapped  in  fix»nt 
of  the  fingers,  and  a  pad  of  tough  stuff  laid  in  the  palm  of 
the  same  hand,  against  which  the  blade  was  pressed  to  cut 
the  few  stalks  grasped  each  time. 

The  grassy  perfume  was  so  exhilarating,  the  morning 
l^as  80  beautiful,  though  very  warm,  the  countiy  waa 
Hji^  delightful,  and  the  water  in  the  deep  wells  so  cool 
and  delicious  after  that  we  had  been  drinking  in  the  salt 
marsh  (especially  when  we  dmnk  it  under  the  shelter  of 
those  glorious  old  trees),  that  we  were  in  raptures  with 
our  morning's  ride,  and  many  tunes  thought  of  similar 
scenes  at  home ;  but  somehow  or  another  those  yellow 
faces  and  long  tails  would  spring  up  and  destroy  the 
kindly  illusion.  Had  it  not  been  so  reekingly  hot,  these 
green  meads  would  have  been  our  halting-place  for  some 
time,  for  we  were  really  enchanted  by  such  a  homely  and 
congenial  locality  —  the  favourite  resort  of  the  skylark, 
whose  numbers  and  endless  warblings  filled  the  em\  while  in 
the  clumps  of  willows  various  songsters  were  busy  swelling 
the  grand  melodies  of  nature.  Such  retreats  were  very 
tempting  when  we  were  broiled  and  blistered  by  the  sun;  but 
we  had  a  long  distRb        before  us,  midday  was  nigh,  and 
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iims  were  so  scarce  that  we  scarcely  knew  when  we  might 
have  an  opportunity  of  breakfasting. 

We  reached  a  sort  of  half  lodging,  half  farm-house,  at  an 
angle  of  one  of  the  numerous  fenced-in  fields  through  which 
we  were  confusedly  ti^dng  to  track  the  way,  and  we  endea- 
voured to  make  a  halt  of  it ;  but  the  building,  besides  being 
shockingly  dirty,  even  for  a  Chinese  house,  was  well  crowded 
by  a  lot  of  unclean  wretches,  who  squatted  on  the  benches  near 
the  windows  and  looked  at  us  in  a  rather  repulsive  fashion. 
It  had  also  the  great  disadvantage  of  providing  nothing 
better  for  our  wearied  beasts  than  hay;  so  we  made  up  our 
minds  to  go  fifteen  li  ahead  to  a  village  where  our  disturbed 
landlord  told  us  there  was  a  tim.  Close  by  the  bouse  we 
saw  several  fine  but  small  cows,  with  calves  following  them, 
and  our  desire  to  obtain  a  copious  draught  of  milk  became  so 
•powerful  that  we  were  compelled  to  ask  for  it  of  this  man, 
who  we  guessed  was  their  o>vner< 

At  first  he  did  not  underatand  us,  then  he  wondered,  then 
laughed,  but  observing  that  we  were  serious  he  assented,        j 
and  said  we  might  try  any  one  of  tlie  herd.     He  at  once  ^^^^ 
fetched  what  may  have  been  the  most  docile;  but  neither  he 
nor  any  of  his  neighbours  had  ever  heard  of  or  seen  such  a 
strange  feat  as  milking  a  cow,  and  would  not  be  taught  how^^^^^*- 
to  do  it     We  therefore  dismounted,  and,  having  procured  oe^    a 
basin,  set  to  work  in  as  business-like  a  manner  as  could  h^^^^^e 
expected  from  amateurs  in  dairy  mattei*sj  but  the  brute^^^^e, 
though  docile  and  quiet  enough  to  handle  elsewhere,  seemec^^-^ 
mad  when  touched  near  the  udder-     She  bellowed,  kicked^dad. 
and  jumped  in  a  most  outrageous  manner.     We  then  bliiid_^^- 
folded  her  and  held  up  one  of  her  forelegs,  but'  after   ai^:-*^ 
ineffectual  struggle  the  proprietor  objected  to  our  using  an^^J 
more  restraint,  and  intimated  that  we  could  not  have  an^^T 
ngow-yur^  as  he  termed  milk. 

We  had  no  alternative  but,  parched  and  hungry  as  w*-     ^ 
were,  to  course  through  the  fi^gi*ant  meadow-land,  skirtin^^S' 
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by  tree-hid  villages  and  willow  hedge-row,  until  we  ciune 
to  a  larger  aggregation  of  dwellings  than  usual,  and  of  a 
decidedly  English  type,  with  a  good  wide  road  flanked' by  a 
high  fence  on  each  side.  We  soon  discovered  what  was  once 
an  inn,  but  the  sign-post,  with  gasping  fish  and  hoops,  had 
been  removed  from  the  roadside  j  and  though  the  courtyard 
contained  one  pfiissenger  cart,  the  long  building  in  front  was 
occupied  by  a  large  array  of  strong-smelling  half-naked  men, 
who  tumbled  about  or  slept  on  the  kangs  ranged  on  two  sides 
of  the  house,  and  who,  by  the  implements  lying  near  them,  were 
tillers  of  the  soil  resting  during  the  heat  of  the  day.  From 
these  and  the  stacks  of  grain  piled  in  the  yard,  we  concluded 
that  this  was  a  farmer's  dwelling ;  and  a  very  civil  man  who 
came  out  to  meet  us,  and  whom  we  supposed  to  be  the  land- 
lord, confirmed  our  opinion,  for  he  said  he  was  not  in  the 
habit  of  entertaining  travellers,,  and  feared  we  could  not  be 
accommodated,  as  his  house  was  full  of  workmen.  We  saw 
no  eailhly  reason  why  we  should  thrust  ourselves  in  the 
midst  of  such  a  crowd,  and  told  him  that  we  would  rather 
go  in  another  portion  of  his  establishment  which  we  indicated. 
It  was  his  store  and  labourer's  sleeping-room,  but  he  ofiered 
no  objections  to  our  breakfasting  in  it.  Our  famished  ponies 
were  stabled  and  fed  with  all  alacrity,  and  we  were  soon  busily 
engaged  in  clearing  out  a  space  in  the  large  room  for  our 
reception. 

Amidst  a  most  promiscuous  collection  of  oddities — -huge 
mat-baskets,  filled  with  millet  and  Indian  com,  stuck  in  the 
nan^ow  strip  of  room  left  between  brick  winter-beds,  on  which 
were  spread  the  onl)^  mats  and  clothes  belonging  to  the 
nightly  occupants  —  narrow  forms,  boxes,  sieves,  rolls  of 
cane-matting,  articles  of  saddlery,  jars  of  bean  oilj  a  few 
warlike  weapons,  wheelbarrows,  &q. — we  broke  our  fast. 
The  place  was  crowded  with  great  swarthy  men,  who 
annoyed  us  very  much  by  their  spitting  and  smoking,  until 
we  were,  in  self-defence,  obliged  to  turn  them  away. 
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There  was  much^  even  in  this  humble  dormitory,  to  re- 
mind  one  of  similar  lodging-houses  attoched  to  farms  at 
home.  At  the  head  ^of  every  mat  whereon  some  tired  indi- 
vidual stretched  his  limbs  at  nighty  hung  the  little  bundle  of 
well -mended  duds^ — the  entire  wardrobe  of  some  unaspiring 
slave — the  neatly  hung-up  boots,  so  often  cobbled;  the  little 
trinkets  of  other  days,  carefiiUy  hid  away  in  minute  niches 
scooped  out  in  the  wall ;  the  cracked  bamboo  flute,  the 
screeching  old  fiddle,  or  the  three-stringed  guitar,  to  while 
away  the  dull  evenings  spent  near  the  rays  of  the  soft  tallow- 
candle,  whose  traces  we  can  plainly  discern  on  little  wooden 
blocks  near  the  bed's  head ;  and  there  was  a  gigantic  bamboo 
skip-jack^  the  same  in  form  ahnost,  and  identical  in  principle, 
with  those  we  were  wont  at  school  to  manufacture  out  of  the 
breast-bone  of  a  goose ;  with  all  kinds  of  rude  and  childish 
contrivances  for  the  elicitation  of  amusement  after  the  day's 
work  was  over. 

The  passengers'  cart  was  got  ready  before  ours,  and  a  tall 
young  fellow  with  a  very  pale  ftice,  a  light  gauze  dress,  and 
a  conical  straw  hat  surmounted  by  a  white,  button,  got  inside 
and  was  driven  away.  We  soon  followed,  and  passing  for  a 
mile  or  two  through  a  green  lane,  luxuriously  roofed  in  by 
willows,  we  left  the  enclosed  country  behind  as  we  came 
upon  a  great  open  plain  covered  with  high-standing  and 
almost  ripe  crops,  breached  in  places  by  wide  gaps  of^tmf 
meadow-land,  in  which  the  people  were  working  in  black^^-flk 
patches  like  so  many  ants.  Threshing  and  othej^  agricul— *-j 
tural  operations  were  busily  going  on  in  the  hamlets  we^ 
passed,  and  everybody  looked  busyj  making  the  most  of  thes 
lovely  weather. 

Our  servants  had  been  again  imbibing  the  cursed  samshu  ;^ 
the  carter  was  hopelessly  imbecile,  and  Ma-foo  had  enougfc 
to  do  to  keep  on  his  pony's  back.     The  paths  became  mor^3^*^ 
numerous,  and  crossed  each  other ;  the  carter  had  for^ 
all  about  the  directions  he  picked  up  at   tlie  farm-l 
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and  wheeled  abruptly  into  a  road  that  we  were  ceiiam  could 
not  b€  the  proper  one.  In  this  fix  we  rode  back  to  the 
young  niimdarin,  whom  we  had  passed  notwithstanding  his 
start,  and  he  veiy  obligingly  told  us  our  way* 

Soon,  high  mountains  began  to  be  shadowed  out  dimly  far 
away  to  the  southward,  in  which  direction  we  were  tending ; 
and  we  knew  that  these  must  be  a  part  of  the  long  range 
beyond  Newchwang-  By-and-by  we  see  white  sails  moving 
swiftJy  among  the  trees  and  along  the  ground,  like  spectres, 
to  the  right  and  to  the  left,  near  us  and  a  long  way  oK  This 
part  of  the  route  was  remarkably  pretty,  and  so  un-Chinese- 
like  that  we  seemed  to  have  got  into  a  new  country  at  last. 

In  a  short  time,  and  quite  suddenly,  we  gmn  the  right 
bank  of  that  important  river,  the  Liau  hfl,  and  fiiid  it  as 
busy  with  all  kinds  of  large  and  small  craft  as  the  Peiho  in 
the  spring  season.  The  smaller  junks  of  a  light  draught  are 
scudding  swiftly  northward,  wind  and  tide  in  their  fiivoia* ; 
and  those  bound  for  the  gulf  are  securely  moored  inshore, 
waiting  for  the  change  in  the  current*  The  river  is  here  of 
a  considerable  width,  and  divides  into  two  branches  —  one 
running  to  the  north-west,  the  Smi-fun  river;  and  the  other, 
the  principal,  bending  acutely  to  the  southward,  and,  farther 
on,  to  the  ngrth-east.  As  far  as  we  could  see,  north  and 
south,  its  course  is  extremely  tortuous ;  and  it  twists  and 
bends  about  in  such  a  snake-like  fashion  over  the  land,  that 
white  square  sails  can  be  seen  in  every  direction  ploughing 
on  in  the  middle  of  harvest  fields,  through  dwarfish  planta- 
tions, roxmd  villages,  up  bright-gi'een  meadows,  and  down 
again  through  reedy  swamps,  until  one's  head  is  completely 
turned  watching  the  progress  of  boats  seen  but  a  few  minutes 
before  bowling  smartly  up  at  the  rate  of  ten  miles  an  houTi 
and  now  circling  mund  and  backwards  and  up  and  down,  as 
if  condemned  never  to  leave  the  spot. 

The  water  is  very  ta^vny  and  very  muddy.     The  banks 
are  undergoing  a  continual  sweeping  away  and  building  up^ 
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aiid  suffering  incessantly  a  greater  amount  of  distortion  i 
deformity,  from  the  impinging  and  the  earthy  burden  of  the 
swift-running  waters.  Where  the  banks  were  being  rapidly 
undcnnined  by  the  foi'mer,  the  trunks  and  branches  of  trees  i 
were  staked,  or  allowed  to  float  a  short  distance  above ;  and 
these  broke  the  force  of  the  stream,  as  well  as  caused  a  depo- 
sition of  the  earthy  matter  suspended  in  the  water.  But 
there  appeared  to  be  no  remedy  for  the  shelving  deposits 
always  being  made  where  the  banks  projected  into  the  river. 
The  whole  country  on  both  sides  looked  rich  and  thriving  as 
a  grain -growing  locality,  and  the  scene  was  not  without  a 
good  deal  of  beauty* 

Newchwang  was  not  a  port,  nor  were  there  any  Europeans 
residing  there;  but  at  a  port  situated  near  the  mouth  of  the 
river,  named  Ying-tzse,  our  merchants  had  taken  up  their 
quarters,  so  to  this  place  we  must  go. 

We  made  eveiy  effort  to  procure  a  boat  to  carry  us  down 
— we  embarking  here,  and  sending  the  ponies  tmd  cart  on  by^^^ 
road  —  but  without  avail*     We  must  needs  rest  at  New — -^. 
chwang  for  the  night,  and  start  for  the  new  foreign  settlementfc^^^t 
in  the  morning ;  and  as  that  town  is  situated  some  two  oimr^mir 
three  miles  beyond  the  opposite  bank  of  the  Liau  h6,  we  hirec:^  d 
a  large  swing-shaped  ferry-boat,  impelled  by  huge  wooder^r^^n 
oars,  cui'ved  and  mdened  like  a  scimetar,  and  managed  by  tw^  '■^o 
gi^oaning  felldws,  that  plied  backwards  and  forwards  for  th*^  ^^oe 
tmnsportation  of  travellers  and  carriages,  under  the  guidanc  =^e 
of  a  tall  gaunt  knock-kneed  Chinsunan  (the  knock-knees 
novelty)  —  strikingly  bearing   the  outward  semblance  of  : 
Yankee  skipper — in  an  enormous-brimmed  straw  hat,  lashe* - 
to  his   pockpitted  face  and  jaws  by  a  network  of  hempei:  ^^^« 
cord,  who  steered  the  slow-moving  barge  by  a  veiy  unwieldy  -K~ 
oar-rudder. 

After  a  deal  of  delay  in  bringing  tliis  cumbersome  vess^^^  ^^' 
alongside  the  shallow  bankj  and  after  nearly  knocking  up  thj 
two  oarsmen  J  who  jumped  overboard  and  tugged  it  wit 
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might  and  main  against  the  tide  to  where  we  were  waiting, 
we,  with  our  white-buttoned  friend^  get  on  board^  and  with- 
out any  accident  embark  ironies,  mules,  and  cart.  The 
young  mandarin  is  lof[uacious  enough,  and  readily  enters 
into  conversation^ — though  there  is  a  certain  reserve  about 
hkn  that  considerably  detracts  from  his  friendly  bearing,  and 
would  lead  one  to  think  he  was  suspicious  of  our  character 
and  unobtrusive  mission.  After  all  the  time  we  were  together 
— having  to  be  pulled  a  long  way  down  against  the  tide, 
and  then  allowed  to  drift  up  to  the  landing-place — we  could 
elicit  nothing  from  him  that  was  worth  remembering.  He 
was  not  to  be  put  oft'  his  guanl  during  this  long  half-hour  j 
and  when  we  had  gained  the  land  again,  and  were  beginning 
our  progress  towards  Newchwang,  we  parted  as  if  we  never 
had  met. 

A  little  booth  stood  on  the  tmcking-path,  in  which  eatables 
of  various  kinds  were  displayed  lor  the  inspection  of  the 
sailors  who  ventured  ashore.  Here  we  were  delicrhted  to 
regale  ourselves  with  several  basins  of  wann  muddy  water, 
for  which  the  stidl-keeper  charged  us  a  rather  large  number 
of  cash,  considering  he  had  but  a  few  yards  to  carry  it  from 
the  river. 

For  about  two  miles  we  kept  following  the  contorted 
com^e  of  the  H6,  the  banks  of  which  were  in  many  places 
very  lofty,  and  watching  the  little  fleets  of  junks  maldng 
their  way  towards  Monk  den;  some  with  a  favourable  puif  of 
wind  gliding  smoothly  in  mid-channel,  others  at  the  bends 
and  reaches  tacking,  and  some,  tired  of  wooing  the  inconstant 
Zephyrus  and  circling  in  the  giddy  maze  of  the  crooked 
waterway,  were  being  hauled  along  by  long  strings  of 
men* 

When  the  Liau  at  length  began  to  incline  to  the  north, 
we  left  it^  and  proceeded  easterly  for  some  five  miles  in  as 
fine  a  piece  of  country  as  any  one  need  desire  to  see  so  &r 
northwards,  and  where  closely-gathered  farm-houses  with 
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well-thatched  roofs,  and  ample  yards  stocked  with  grain  and 
forage  in  abundance,  testified  to  the  thriving  character  of  ihe 
locality,  and  the  well-dressed,  hale-and-hearty  looks  of  the 
people  we  met  on  the  road,  spoke  eloquently  in  fiivour  of  the 
climate  and  the  comforts  spread  ai^ound-  Trees  gmw  every- 
where^ and  their  light  foliage  and  tall  tininks,  flinging  shade 
and  variety  over  the  scene,  afforded  all  that  was  necessary  to 
relieve  the  very  flat  country,  and  redeem  from  monotony  the 
almost  wearying  repetition  of  corn  and  millet  crop,  standing 
with  such  rigid  regularity  on  all  sides- 

At  intervals  the  booming  sound  of  fireanns  iii  the  dis» 
timce  stai1:led  othenvise  unmolested  herons,  cranes,  and  wild 
ducks,  from  their  feeding-places  by  the  side  of  green-banked 
jx)ols  of  stagnant  water. 

It  was  after  sunset  when  the  large  straggling  town  of 
Newch^va^g  was  entered ;  and  as  we  passed  by  what  may 
have  been  the  remains  of  a  mud  and  brick  enclosing  w^,  as 
well  as  some  large  res]_>ectable'looldng  houses,  with  numbei's 
of  shops,  profiisely  oiTiamented  with  painting  and  gilding — 
particularly  the  pawnbraking  establishments — we  felt  glad; 
for  here,  we  thought,  we  should  meet  mth  a  good  reception, 
as  our  merchants  must  be  well  kno^vn^  and  be  in  eonstimt 
intercourse  mth  the  inhabitants  of  a  town  sucli  as  this,  for  it 
is  not  twenty  miles  fi'om  our  new  treaty  port.  This  feeling 
was  the  more  powerful  from  the  fact  that  we  had  been  thir- 
teen hours  in  the  saddle,  though  we  had  only  tmvelle 
Ibrty-five  miles,  and  had  met  with  but  very  ardimv^y^^S 
accommodation  for  the  last  two  or  three  days. 

So,  as  soon  as  we  had  gained  the  i>recincts  of  the  to^vn,^ 
Ma-foo  was  sent  on  before  to  secure  quai'ters  in  the  bcst»" 
inn,  and  pi*epare  to  get  us  a  good  dinner  while  we  at  oue^-*^ 
leisure  threaded  the  principal  streets,  mtending  to  have  le^  ^ 
gratifying  inspection  of  what  we  were  led  to  infer  was  i^^  * 
highly  important  town  for  trade— the  Liverpool  or  Londoir^^o 
of  ilantchuria. 


AN  UNFRIEKDLY  RECEPTION, 


'frs 


We  had  scaiTely,  however,  got  through  one  or  two  pave- 
mentless  thoroughfares,  before  we  were  beset  by  as  noisy, 
txunultuous,  and  ill-conditioned  a  I'abble  as  I  had  yet  been 
entangled  in  during  my  stay  in  the  hmd,  imd  which  received 
a  rapid  accession  of  numbers  from  every  alley  and  dwelling 
on  the  way.  From  a  few  dirty  strapping-looking  fellows, 
who  at  first  turaed  out  and  jeered  at  us  when  they  were  at 
a  safe  distance,  the  crowd  became  a  mob,  and  the  compara- 
tively mild  taunts  were  quickly  exchanged  for  veiy  oppix)- 
brious  epithets  and  indecent  expi'essions,  as  these  unfriendly 
wTetches  clung  closer  and  closer  to  our  ponies'  heels-  Amid 
tumultuous  howls  and  shouts,  there  wus  no  difficulty  in  dis- 
tinguishing words  ^vhich  by  tlieir  import  made  us  once  more 
unstrap  our  holstei'S^  and  look  anxiously  from- time  to  time 
at  the  handle  of  our  friend-in-need.  One^  especially,  sounded 
in  such  a  lively  spuit-stirring  stmin^  that  it  recalled  the  emo- 
tions with  which  we  first  read  of  the  deeds  enacted  during 
the  Reign  of  Ten'or,  with  its  yells,  h  la  limteme!  a  la  machine! 
This  was  the  word  Sha  or  Shat^  which  being  interpreted 
means  'cut  their  heads  off;'  and  it  decidedly  looked  as  if 
suoh  was  the  aim  and  determination  of  the  base  cretati  who 
were  so  liberal  with  their  threats,  for  they  became  bolder 
and  bolder  as  we  flogged  imd  spuiTcd  through  them.  We 
had  no  option  at  last  but  to  leave  the  streets  and  seek  refuge 
in  the  courtyard  of  a  large  hostelry  that  stood  near,  until 
the  arrival  of  Ma-foo* 

The  place  was  filthy  and  desolate.  The  yard^  containing 
troughs  and  mangers,  was  a  perfect  Augean  stable ;  and  as 
we  dismounted  and  entered  the  ya^vning  hovel  called  the 
inn,  a  stench  met  our  noses  sufficient,  at  any  other  crisis,  to 
have  driven  us  back  to  the  outer  air  again.  The  mingled 
odours  of  that  pungent  sickly  millet-spirit — samshu^  mncid 
bean-oil,  garlic,  filth  and  fustiness,  assailed  our  collapsed 
stomachs  in  a  most  uncomfortable,  hunger-anniliilating  way 
— yet  face  them  and  breathe  them  wc  must.    The  courtyard 


47e 


'CUT  THEm  HEADS   OFF!' 


was  crammed  with  the  riotous  fwx  popudi^  mounted  on 
maugcrSj  troughs,  boxea,  and  carts^  to  cany  out  their  mis- 
chievous projects,  and  who,  when  we  turned  upon  them  to 
order  them  away,  boldly  faced  us,  and  did  not  move  a  jot. 
This  was  the  worst  sjTnptom  we  had  yet  observed,  as  at  all 
the  other  places  where  we  chanced  to  be  amioyed,  whenever 
we  made  a  demonstration,  or  showed  a  resolute  fix>iit,  the 
people  gave  way  at  once,  and  fled. 

Inside  the  building,  which  was  like  all  the  others  of  this 
class  in  having  two  immense  stove  bed-places  running  on 
each  side  for  nearly  the  whole  length  of  the  buildings  and 
some  small  rooms  at  one  end  in  which  we  saw  a  plentifiil 
supply  of  bows  and  arrows,  we  were  not  more  fortunate,  for     ^ 
the  door  was  at  once  the  scene  of  a  most  uproarious  crush  _^ 
and  straggle  for  admission.    The  paper  panes  of  the  windows,  ^-^ 
and  even  the  window-frames,  were  tjuickly  smashed  in,  anA,^Ei 
the  more  active  of  the  scamps  even  mounted  on  the  roof  and^&d 
began  pulling  up  the  thatch  in  a  most  ruflSanly  fashion.    Th^^e 
landlord  stood  at  first   behind  a  kind  of  counter,   sayin^^gg 
nothing  during   all  this   row,  but  eyeing  his  unfortunati^i    e 
customers  with  a  very  malignant  countenance  that  far  frotra^Bi 
favoured  our  anticipations  of  assistance  fi-om  him.     Thoug^CHi 
he  had  no  lodgers  and  his  house  was  empty,  as  he  acknow"?^- 
ledged  when  we  inquired,  still  he  vowed  he  would  not  let  v^m^s 
remain  under  his  fast-disappearing  roof  for  love  or  mone^  ^\\\ 
When  we  showed  him  our  passports  he  shook  his  hand  befoi^^ 
his  face  and  averted  his  eyes,  as  much  as  to  declare  that  t=3ie 
cared  nothing  for  them. 

All  persuasions  having  signally  failed,  we  tried  a  bold 
course,  and,  sitting  down  on  one  of  the  beds,  told  our  1 
liospitable  host  that  we  would  remain  there  until  t- 
morning,  as  it  was  his  duty  and  business  to  afford  accoi^i^i^ 
modation  and  food  to  travellers.  This  only  made  thin^^jfs 
worse,  for  he  stepped  back  among  the  crowd  and  left 
vagabonds  composing  it  to  do  as  they  liked.     They — stro— ^/Jj! 
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m  officious,  but  not  valiant — else  we  might  have  been  over- 
powered— soon  brought  their  unclean  bodies  into  very  close 
approximation  to  ours.  There  might  quickly  have  been  a 
collision,  had  not  our  christianised  Ma-fbo  edged  his  thin 
carcase  through  the  umuly  mass,  and  stood  there  before  us 
*  drunk  as  fifty  pipers  J 

Embarrassing  and  trying  as  was  our  plight  at  tins  moment^ 
and  dangerous  as  was  our  position, — because  we  were  at  the 
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The  Mob  at  Newchwnnf. 


mercy  of  a  rude  and  hostile  gang,  the  most  nervous  indi- 
vidual  who  ever  found  himself  in  the  presence  of  a  multitude 
of  willing  headsmeUi  could  not  have  resisted  the  intensely 
comical  appearance  of  the  intoxicated  little  man,  AH  but 
speechless ;  his  face  so  distorted  and  queer  that  we  thought 
he  liad  been  attacked  by  partisd  paralysis  which  had  dmwn 
one  corner  of  his  mouth  up  almost  to  an  eye  that  remained 
fasmodically  closed,  while  the  other  one  twinkled  like  a 
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flickering  taper  j  his  legs  kicked  about  mtli  a  St.  Vitus* 
uncertainty,  and  his  right  arm  bent  at  an  acute  angle  (the 
fingers  pointing  upwards)  might  have  been  fixed  in  that 
position.  Seldom  —  very  seldom  indeed  —  has  it  been  our 
lot  to  behold  a  di'unken  Chinese,  but  this  one  exhibited  so 
ludicrous  and  melancholy  a  figure  that,  after  our'  first  burst 
of  merriment,  I  think  we  had  no  desire  to  see  anotiierj 
inebriated  celestiaL 

Poor  Ma-foo's  crossings  and  devoutness,  and  reported  long 
apprenticeship  to  the  ^congenial  forms  and  absolutions  of  a 
religion  that  did  not  cost  hiin  much  in  the  way  of  conscience^ 
could  scarcely  tend  to  give  us  a  very  vivid  impression  of  the 
character  of  a  Chinese  convert,  or  of  the  trust  that  one  might 
place  in  him  merely  because  he  was  a  Roman  Catholic.  At 
the  time  of  all  others,  when  his  services  as  an  interpreter 
and  intermediator  were  most  required,  and  we  rehed  most 
upon  them,  this  was  his  condition. 


I 


4 


With  the 


greatest 


amount  of  patiencCj  and   an   infinite 


number  of  hiccups  and  breakdowns,  he  contrived  to  make  us  1 
understand  that  no  house  in  the  town  would  receive  us  for 
any  amount  of  money.  Their  Iriendship  or  their  love  we  cer- 
tainly never  depended  upon  for  aid,  but  we  always  flattered 
ourselves  that  money  would  have  proved  a  more  |x)tent 
pick-lock  to  their  mercenarj^  hearts.  Not  so,  however;  j 
and  here  we  were  on  the  verge  of  a  scuffle,  everybody  Bgmmt  B 
us,  and  in  momentary  expectation  of  some  outrageous 
provocation  that  would  entail  a  serious  retahation  and 
damaging  ulterior  consequences  to  a  good  number  of  those 
concerned. 

It  was  nearly  ten  o'clock,  and  the  twilight  was  vanishingi 
while  the  interior  of  the  inn  looked  more  foreboding;  soj 
leaving  the  tipsy  gix)om  and  carter  to  fight  their  own  w^y 
outj  we  got  on  our  ponies  Tvith  some  little  ti*ouble»  ond  were  ■ 
soon  in  the  street,  where,  as  good  luck  would  have  it,  a  boy  ^ 
was  found  who  was  bribed  with  a  florin  to  put  us  on  tlie 
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road  to  Ying-tszc,  some  thirty  miles  off;  and  with  all  kinds  of 
bitter  defiances  and  some  few  stones  hurled  after  us,  at  that 
late  hour,  tired,  hungry,  baked,  and  thirty,  we,  with  no 
reluctance,  left  a  place  where  a  few  minutes'  longer  stay 
might  have  seen  bloodshed,  and  began  a  dark  and  dreary 
journey  towards  the  sea. 


480 


CHAPTER  XXV. 


A  WELCOME    HALT  ^  APPROACH    TO    THE    NKW    BRITISH     SETTLEMEKT    A-^ 
YING-TSZE  —  MR,     MEADOWSj     THE    EKIJLISM     CONSUL  —  ENJOTMEKT    0^ 
ENGLISH    COMFORTS  —  SHOCK     OF   AN    EARTHQUAKE  —  gEKTiMENTS    QM 
A   COilPRADOR   RESPECTING    TOE    UNPROFITABLENESS    OF    BKITTSU   TRA- . 

VKLLER9 ^  TRADE    AT    THE    NEW    PORT- — CElARACTER    OF     THE    PEOPtW 

OF   THIS   PORTION    OF  CHrNA  — ^  NATIVE   SHIPS  —  NEW   PASSPORl-S. 


rpHE  road  was  shockingly  bad,  and  our  leg  and  spirit- wotb 


J-  ponies  floundered  about  iu  the  holes  in  a  very  jeopard 
ising  style,  until  some  time  near  one  o'clock  in  the  momin  -i^^g 
we  came  to  a  roadside  halting-houaej  and  knocking  up  tkiz^ie 
inmates  got  them  to  give  the  animals  some  hay,  whUa  we  Ia^H3y 
down  in  our  travelling  costume  on  a  diy  bit  of  grounn^ad 
outside  to  rest  until  daylight  broke,  when  we  might  fini^  _sh 
so  much  of  our  enterprise  and  be  again  among  couiitryrae 

We  were  so  thoroughly  beaten  by  fatigue,  that  I  mu 
doubt   if  even   the   threats   and   fierce  hullaballoos  of 
Newchwang   rabble   would   have   readily   roused   us, 
obtained  at  least  three  hours*  sleep  before  we  were  disturl 
by  the  villagers  getting  ready  to   go   to  their  fields, 
clattering  of  ponies*  hoofs,  and  the  teeth-tingling  screed  of  ^ 
plough-cradle  along  the  dusty  way* 

*  Merrj^  larks  are  ploughmen's  clocks '  applies  as  trid)'-" —  to 
the  Clunese  tiller  of  the  soil  as  to  the  more  scientific  furrcmr' 
maker  under  tlie  Western  heavens  j  for  the  lark  and  ^ie 
ploughmsm  must  have  left  theii'  beds  nearly  together  t^  S*ft£ 
morning,  and  were  both  hastening  to  their  chosen  scen^  <^f 
industry — the  one  in  cloud-land,  the  other  m  the  j>archeA  ^up 
glebe  or  fallow  field. 
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We  hurled  ourselves  nipidly  along  a  tolerably  good  aiid 

wide  highway,  with,  on  each  side,  a  well-cultivated  countryi 

]  but  as  the  sun  got  higher  and  higher  the  heat  became  very 

I  intense  and  stupefying,  and  in  our  famished  state  we  felt  it 

f  more  than  we  had  done  for  some  days.     Nut  a  puff  of  air 

I  passed  over  the  land,  but  the  heated  atmosphere«flickered  in 

tremulous  imdulations  near  the  ground,  and  the  crows,  drop- 

Iping  knguidly  on  the  most  open  places  they  could  find, 

turned  their  breasts  seaward,  and,  expanding  their  wingSj 

waited  to  catch  the  slightest  intimation  of  the  gulf  breeze- 

Al)out  eight  o'clock  we  entered  a  small  grocer's  shop,  and 
iWthout  very  much  ceremony  walked  into  a  back  apartment, 
told  the  terrified  owner  that  we  were  hungry,  and  wanted 
something  to  eat;  and  sitting  down  on  a  bench,  tarried  until 
he  had  made  us  some  tea  and  furnished  us  with  about  a 
dozen  cakes,  veiy  palatable  indeed  to  such  ravenous  mortals- 
I  We  were  not  a  long  time  in  soothing  the  feai*3  of  the  small 
dealer,  who  did  not  forget  to  charge  us  comfortably  for  the 
.  passover. 

,  Gulfwards,  the  countrj^  became  more  and  more  sterile — 
though  the  beautiful  range  of  distant  hills  parallel  to  our 
course  redeemed  it  a  good  ded — and  unpromising  enough ; 
yet  we  passed  on  at  a  lively  pace  where  we  could,  for  the  road 
i  was  broken  up  mto  a  number  of  naiTow  paths  with  earthen 
bmiks  and  ditches,  in  passing  over  one  of  which  our  shaft 
mule  got  fast,  and  was  nearly  strangled  by  the  collar*  After 
catcliing  a  glimpse  of  some  junk-sails  on  the  right,  which  told 
(US  of  our  proximity  to  the  Liau  ho,  and  to  our  front  a  patch 
of  bristling  junk-masts  projected  fi*om  the  face  of  the  country 
like  the  quills  of  imscible  porcupine^with  the  taU  tapering 
masts  and  hea\y  spars  of  an  English  gunboat  and  some 
European  trading  vessels,  we  are  satisfied  that  our  new  port 
is  beibre  us.  We  therefore  leave  the  slow  toiling  cart  to  its 
fate,  and  hurry  on  to  ascertain  what  refuge  may  be  there 
in  store  for  us. 
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with  something  akin  to  horror  and  pity,  that  this  unpleasant 
spot  has  been  fixed  upon  as  the  site  for  the  new  British 
settlement^  and  it  is  here  that  a  very  unpromising  Shanghai 
is  to  be  founded  on  as  barren  and  deadly  a  soil  as  could  be 
picked  out  in  any  other  quarter  of  the  globe.  It  is  im* 
possible  to  Icjok  at  it  without  commiserating  those  who  have 
to  bmld  and  reside  upon  that  foundation,  even  though  the 
buUdings  be  raised^  drained,  paved,  and  patched  after  a 
design  as  perfect  as  only  British  entei'prise  can  afford  or 
execute- 
Yet,  as  we  draw  nearer  the  towii,  we  are  impressed  with  the 
idea  that  this  is  the  most  favourable  and  judicious  selection 
that  could  have  been  made  in  a  place  where  the  geneiml  level 
seems  to  be  below  that  of  the  water;  for  besides  its  being  at 
that  proper  and  not  inconvenient  distance  above  Ying-tsze^ 
which  will  admit  of  its  extension — should  that  ever  happen 
— seawai^ds,  and  its  more  complete  isolation  from  the  dis- 
agreeables that  invest  and  sicken  Chinese  towns,  it  stands  on 
a  wide  reach  of  the  river  whei^e  there  is  space  and  depth 
enough  to  contain  a  fleet  of  such  European  vessels  m  are 
employed  in  the  coasting  trade, 

A  few  yards  farther,  and  at  the  gate  of  a  rather  com- 
fortable new  temple,  we  see  some  white  faces — a  gladdening 
sight  after  our  long  ride  of  twelve  days— and  are  told  that 
this  is  the  temporary  abode  of  Mr*  Meadows,  the  English 
ConsuL  We  enter  the  courtyard  and  an  introduced  to  the 
notice  of  that  gentleman,  who  mther  astonished  us  by  saying 
that  he  knew  of  our  being  at  Newchwang  the  previous 
evening — word  to  that  effect  having  been  transmitted  to  him 
by  the  authorities  there,  though  we  had  never  seen  or  heard 
of  a  single  mandarin  in  that  town,  else  we  would  have 
strongly  appealed  against  the  treatment  to  which  we  had 
been  subjected. 

The  Consul  seemed  surprised  when  we  told  him  our 
adventure,  and,  with  a  business  determination,  wrote  off  at 
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once  a  strong  remonstrance  to  the  presiding  functionary  of 
that  to\Tn  for  his  neglect  of  common  coui-tesy  to  strangers, 
and  Ms  inf inaction  of  the  articles  of  the  trea^ty  of  I860,  If  a 
large  display  of  revolvei's^  rifles,  and  guns,  ready  to  hand, 
around  Mr.  Meadows's  room  and  bed-head,  could  be  taken  o^ 
any  cx^iterion  of  his  faith  in  the  peaceftil  character  of  tlie 
Chinese  in  this  region,  it  was  decidedly  less  than  our  oym ; 
and  this  was  not  increased  when  he  told  us  how,  a  day  or 
two  before,  his  assistant  was  just  rescued  from  assassination 
by  some  of  the  townsfolk  for  attempting  to  save  a  woman 
from  ill-treatment. 

One  of  his  messengers  conducted  ns  into  the  town  in 
which  we  had  so  much  to  expect ;  though  on  the  way  to  our 
friend's  quarters  we  saw  little,  save  a  long  narrow  street, 
paved  with  stone  flags  after  the  manner  of  Southern  seaport 
towns;  shops  lining  each  side  of  this  street  of  a  very  inferior 
style;  great  stacks  of  ch'cukr  matting,  containing  beans  and 
various  kinds  of  pulse,  in  many  courtyards ;  bean -crushing 
mills  hard  at  woi*k  expressing  the  rank  oil  that  so  annoyed 
our  sense  of  smell  in  every  house,  and  which  seems  to  be 
quite  an  important  article  of  trade  here ;  stalls  lining  this 
street,  principally  occupied  by  quack  doctors,  who  mustered 
largely  in  stag's  horns,  bear's  paws,  fcetal  animals,  snake 
skins  and  live  snakes,  or,  when  dead,  preserved  in  tan 

This  was  all  that  could  be  seen  of  our  treaty-port ;  and 
the  first  and  subsequent  impressions  were  decidedly  against 
it  as  a  part  of  the  world  to  make  a  livelihood  or  a  fortune 
in,  such  as  our  Hong  Kong  and  Shanghai  merchants  would 
seek.  There  is  nothing  about  the  trade  or  the  situation  of 
the  place  to  commend  it  to  speculators^  and  we  shall  be  glad 
to  learn  if  it  ever  pays  a  modest  interest  on  any  moneys  that 
may  be  invested  in  its  commerce. 

Ere  long  we  were  at  home  in  the  society  of  comitrymen, 
Bud  received  a  welcome  and  hospitality  such  as  amply  made 
amends  for  the  rough  existence  we  had  led  since  leaving 
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Tien-tsin ;  and  joyful  it  was  to  share  in  the  good  things 
which  civilisation  contrives  to  send  to  this  very  distant  nook. 
A  bath  was  an  inexpressible  luxury  after  the  dusty  days  and 
L  fusty  nights  in  the  various  inns ;  and  who  can  express  the 
gratefiil  feelings  that  seized  us  when  swallowing  deeply  of 
Bass's  Pale  Ale,  the  only  true  nectar,  wherever  it  is  found? 

Just  at  the  moment  we  s«it  down  to  dinner,  a  strange  sen- 
sation was  experienced^  that  for  the  time  neariy  deprived  me 
of  breath,  and  completely  took  away  all  my  self-possession, 
A  tremulous  vibration  rattled  for  about  a  minute  through 
the  room,  shaking  us  and  everything  in  it  as  if  we  had  been 
in  a  railway  carnage  when,  at  a  moderate  speed,  it  was  being 
shunted  suddenly  from  one  line  of  rails  to  another-  So  con- 
fusing was  the  shock,  and  so  unsophisticated  were  we  in  these 
sensations,  that  neither  of  us  could  teU  in  what  direction  it 
came  or  went.  It  was  over  so  quickly  that  the  opportunity 
of  asceitaining  anything  exact  about  it  was  lost.  From  the 
undisturbed  manner  in  which  the  Chinese  took  it,  these  sub- 
terranean perturbations  cannot  be  of  very  rare  occurrence  on 
this  side  of  the  guli';  and  in  all  probability  the  Japanese 
Sacred  Mountain — the  volcano  Fusi-yama  —  has  something 
to  do  with  them  and  their  production. 

Our  arrival  overland  from  the  Peking  side  of  the  gulf 
created  quite  a  furore,  not  only  aniong  those  of  the  natives 
who  saw  us  enter  the  town,  but  particularly  among  that 
strange  class  of  beings  who  have  made  a  transition  step 
towards  Western  civilisation  and  Western  ideas  —  the  genus 
Southern  comprador  —  the  real  bargain-driver  and  business- 
transactor  in  the  European  hongs.  Some  of  these  men  are  a 
study  in  themselves;  and  I  have  never  met  witli  one  who  did 
not  either  instruct  or  amuse  me.  The  object  of  our  under- 
going so  much  risk  and  fatigue  was  astutely  canvassed ;  for 
the  Chinese  have  no  idea  of  what  can  possess  a  man  beyond 
trade,  or  the  prospect  of  making  dollars,  when  they  see  him 
riding  through   their   country  jaded   and   dusty,    stopi»ing 
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frequently  to  dismount  and  anxiously  examine  eveTy  herb, 
flower^  leaf,  and  stone  he  finds  aboutj  and  carefully  gathering | 
and  putting  them  away;    or  ascending  almost  inaccessible 
heights,  to  chip  off  a  frngment  of  rock,  which  is  diligently 
scanned,  and  then  transferred  to  a  secure  receptacle.     Travel 
with  them  is  synonymous  with  trade,  and  trade  is  the  realisa- 
tion and  accumulating  of  money,  which  is  the  only  real  pass- 
port to  aggmndisement  in  this  land  after  all-     UtilitariaB 
in  the  most  rigorous  acceptation  of  the  tenn,  they  are  unable 
to  understand  why  men  should  expose  themselves  to  the 
weather,  and  undergo  all  kinds  of  unnecessary  exeiiion  and 
fatigue,  with  the  rit^ks  and  chances  of  a  wandering  life^  fbi- 
the  mere  satislying  of  an  extmVagant  curiosity^  which  theii^ 
old-fashioned  materialism  no  doubt  attribiites  to  some  erratic; 
tendency  in  the  minds  of  the  wanderers,  something  akin  tci 
harmless  insanity  or  highly-developed  eccentricity* 

The  Chinanian  rai^ly,  if  ever,  leaves  his  home  and  the  ^  shrine 
of  his  houseliold  gods  *  to  explore  other  countries^  or  even 
journey  into  an  adjoining  province,  unless  his  cupidity  ha^= 
been  strongly  roused  by  the  prospect  of  acquiring  wealth  — 
When  tKat  has  been  attained  in  abundance  sufficient  for  the 
maintenance  of  himself  and  family,  he  settles  down  quietly 
to  spend  the  remainder  of  his  life  near  the  tombs  of  his 
fathers.     Such  is  essentially  the  nature  or  the  custom  of  the 
land  population;  and  doubtless  it  exists  to  as  great  an  extent 
among  those  who  pass  their  years  on  the  water,  in  trading  I 
along  the  coast,  and  up  the  rivers  from  one  town  to  another* 

This  being  the  case,  it  was  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  M/s 
old  and  shrewd  friends  in  tails  and  long  skirts,  should  marvel 
at  an  English  meiThant  neglecting  business  and  riding 
for  days  and  days  together  through  a  count ly  where  he 
could  not  traffic,  and  could  scarcely  even  speak  the  language*  I 
No  one  could  blame  his  old  familiar  comprador  when  he  took 
Ms  protege  aside,  and  gravely  lectured  him  on  his  apparently 
objectless  trip  all  the  way  from  Slianghai  to  this  lonely  place. 
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mxd  the  light  in  which  his  fellows  viewed  those  rambles,  ii 
something  like  the  following  oration :  — 

'  What  for  you  so  muchee  walkee  walkee?  You  Shanghai 
ha\^e  got  largee  housey.  More  better  you  stop  Shanghai, 
No  *casion  you  so  trub  (trouble)  walkee  walkee  every 
country.     Chinaman  no  custom  walkee  walkee/ 

Ying'tsze,  at  the  time  of  our  visit,  was  not  a  very  enviable 
place  to  pitch  one's  tent  in.  The  half-dozen  merchants^,  or 
their  starless  representatives,  who  sweltered  and  swore  out 
tJie  summer  in  close  airless  dens  called  dweUing-houses^ 
hired  at  a  remorseless  rent  from  fleecing  owners,  had  nothing 
in  life  to  enliven  them  beyond  the  expanse  of  landscape 
running  out  seawards :  where  a  few  conical  tumuli,  a  narrow 
edging  of  melancholy  sedges,  a  boundless  vista  of  yellow 
water,  and  a  few  dreary  ships  of  too  great  burden  to  cross  the 
bar  at  the  mouth  of  tlie  river,  stood  high  above  the  low  shore, 
and  gave  a  dismal  picture  of  this  penal  settlement.  There 
was  scarcely  any  trade,  and  the  little  that  was  transacted  at 
uncertain  periods  scarcely  deserved  the  name.  There  was 
nothing  to  export,  for  the  only  native  production  —  pulse  — 
was  not  allowed  by  treaty  to  be  carried  in  English  ships; 
and  the  limited  impoi*tation  of  cottons  and  opium,  when 
disposed  of,  could  hardly  pay  the  expenses  of  storage,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  predominance  of  that  ignoble  institution  here, 
as  at  every  other  trading  port  in  the  land^  the — ^8quee2e,' 

*  No  can  do  that  pigeon  (business) ;  that  man  Be  wanchee 
(wants)  make  too  muchee  squeezy,'  was  the  almost  constantly 
iterated  complaint  of  some  compmdor  trying  hard  to  dispose 
of  his  employer's  goods  to  some  intennediate  dealer,  who 
nefariously  wished  to  line  his  own  pocket  at  somebody's 
expense. 

But  there  was  much  to  worry  and  alarm  these  pilgrims  of 
commerce  in  the  great  want  of  *fresh  water,  which  had  to  be 
can-ied  in  boats  from  a  long  way  up  the  river ;  so  that  tliey 
were  entirely  at  tlie  mercy  of  those  uncivil  villagers  towards 
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Newchwang,  who  might  at  any  moment  forbid  the  passage  of 
the  water-earners  ;  in  their  banishment  for  an  indetimte 
time  fix)m  all  civilisation  and  society,  and  the  non-receipt  of 
papers  or  letters  for  months  together;  and  among  the  last^ 
but  not  the  least  of  the  worries,  in  the  killing  swarms  of  flies 
ever  buzzing  and  crowding  within  doors. 

Then  there  was  the  prospective  danger  of  massacre  ev< 
before  them,  for  the  i*oystering  sailors  who  infested  the  banks 
of  the  river  were  not  slow  to  express  then*  displeasure  at<:^^| 
the  presence  of  the  British  tradei'S  and  those  sea-worth\^^*;^-y 
ships  which  damaged  their  freightage  and  diminished  their»-_jf 
numbers ;  and  there  were  cliques  of  ruffians  existing  in  thc^^  ^mit 
town  going  by  the  names  of  sword  and  lance-racks,  consisting  «<f 
of  fellows  who  would  not  hesitate  to  stand  as  bullies  for  an*^  ^^^v 
Chinaman  wlio  felt  himsell'  aggrieved,  and  had  money  enoug^^^^Jj 
to  pay  for  the  murder  of  those  who  had  offended  him,  if 
be  they  were  weak  enough  as  to  be  easily  overcome 
an  unwary  manner. 

The  hard-visaged  people  one  met  in  the  streets  were  u^ivDt 
so  civil  or  so  mindful  of  the  presence  of  strangers  as  tha^Be 
we  had  been  accustomed  to  see  on  the  opposite  side  of  tXie 
gulf;  for  whereas,  at  Peking  or  Tien-tsin,  a  Chinese  who  nm. 
you  in  a  narrow  way  would  do  his  utmost  to  make  RX)m  £^ 
you  passing  him,  here  he  would  make  a  point  of  putting  y<^^^*i 
to  as  much  inconvenience  as  he  could,  without  showing  ti:^-e 
slightest  deference  for  your  presence.  Brush  against  hix^ti, 
or  unknowingly  give  nim  a  pusli,  and  ten  to  one  he  wotxM_d 
return  it,  while  his  eyes  and  angiy  countenance  gleanm 
upon  you  and  said  as  plainly  as  need  be :  — 

*  You  must  utft  think 
TUat  we  are  made  of  stuff  bo  flat  and  dull, 
That  we  can  let  our  beard  be  shc^k  with  danger. 
And  think  it  pastime/ 

So  that  in  reality  there  was  but  little  safety  in  venturing  oiit 
alone  for  a  ramble,  and  nobody  could  tell  when  some  one  of 
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their  little  number  might  not  be  sacrificed ;  for  human  life 
could  have  but  small  value  in  a  place  where  you  might  see 
a  countryman  carrying  a  coYered  basket,  and  if  you  re- 
moved the  cloth  to  see  what  it  contained,  half  a  dozen  heads 
with  hacked  necks  and  smeared  with  blood  would  meet 
your  gaze,  as  the  bearer  told  you  that  they  were  lately  the 
property  of  robbers,  and  he  was  bringing  them  in  to  claim 
some  reward-  If  you  were  so  bold  as  to  i-oam  through  the 
long  single  street^  you  could  find  little  to  divert  your  atten- 
tion for  even  an  hour.  The  fish-stalls  might  merit  a  passing 
glance  if  you  cared  about  ichthyology.  At  times  they 
contribute  some  curious  specimens,  and  among  some  good 
table  varieties  you  could  distinguish  the  tiny  Luped  alba  (or 
something  so  closely  allied  to  it  that  neither  a  close  inspection 
nor  a  pretty  sharp  taste  could  establish  a  difference)— the 
white-bait  of  AVestern  countries  selling  for  almost  nothing, 
and  a  most  delicious  little  fish  (Leucosoma  siimms)^  slender 
as  an  eel  and  clear  as  gelatine,  in  great  abundance  ;  with 
large  piles  of  shell-fish,  principally  in  a  brownish  bivalve 
shell  covered  with  angulai'  lines  {Circe  cmtrensis)* 

You  might  dwell  on  the  outskirts  of  the  large  crowd 
always  assembled  before  the  open-air  theatre,  where  the 
actors  appear  never  to  have  got  more  than  half-way  tlirough 
some  drama  of  a  hundred  acts — ^each  act  requiring  a  month 
to  finiBh;  and  where  the  jingling  orchestra  seem  to  have  been 
engaged  by  the  lifetime  to  play  each  his  own  composition ; 
or  you  might  ascend  the  look-out  station  not  far  from  this 
show,  and  strain  your  sight  a  few  miles  fuither  over  the 
wearying  gulf,  or  walk  to  the  other  end  of  the  town  and 
scrutinise,  until  your  eyes  were  painful,  the  gaudily-painted 
and  gilded  temple  dedicated  to  the  Goddess  of  Mercy,  or 
some  other  saint,  in  an  elaborate  style  of  architecture,  winch 
is  made  to  serve  as  a  place  of  w^orship  and  an  archway  for 
the  many  passengers  who  enter  and  leave  the  town. 

None  of  the  by-lanes  you  would  mind  about  exploring, 
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for  Europeans  who  havt;  penetrated  a  short  way  through 
the  squalor  and  stench  will  have  already  initiated  you  into 
their  mysteries,  and  given  you  a  few  of  their  new  names, 
which  are  more  expressive  than  delicate.  The  river  may  be 
the  only  attraction,  and  for  a  few  minutes  it  is  interesting; 
for  there  are  moored  in  rows^  four  and  five  abreast,  junks 
from  nearly  every  port  in  China,  whose  forms,  though  based 
on  the  same  principles  of  naval  architecture,  are  as  diversified 
as  the  places  they  sail  from-  A  tutored  eye  would  pei-mit 
its  owner  no  hesitation  in  guessing  coiTectly,  by  their  lines, 
and  sails,  and  rig^  their  distant  homes ;  for  each  oivner 
prides  himself  on  its  style,  thdugh  this  may  be  as  stupid 
and  defective  as  the  reckless  beings  who  navigate  them. 

Shanghai  has  its  immense  ship,  with  square,  acutely -^sl oping 
bows,  and  long  verandah -like  stern,  a  massive  tall  mast 
amidships,  and  a  diminutive  one  fore  and  aft,  a  great  eye  on 
each  side  of  tlie  bows,  and  a  number  of  the  same  on  each 
quarter.  Kingpo  shows  an  unwieldy  lugger,  clumsy  as  a 
whale  to  look  at,  with  but  one  mast  in  the  middle,  and  a 
meagre  spar  at  the  bows.  Chefoo  sends  a  craft  all  concave 
and  convex  lines,  smart  as  a  Chinaman's  dress  shoe,  and  with 
three  sails  to  drive  it  across  from  the  Shantung  promontoiy; 
while  Ticn-tsin  marshals  a  fair  crowd  of  two-masted  arks, 
less  bedaubed  with  paint,  and  more  working-like  than  any  of 
the  others. 

The  groups  of  manners  on  the  highly-concaved  decks  are 
not  without  some  claim  on  curiosity,  but  the  insuflFerable 
effluvia  springing  up  in  dense  volumes  from  the  v\le  garbage 
on  the  crumbling  bank,  will  effectually  deprive  the  traveller 
of  any  romantic  plying ;  and,  longing  for  some  other  scene,  he 
iviU  seek  temporary  shelter,  but  little  edified  by  the  ramble    ^, 
One  thing  he  may  have  noticed,  and  that  is  the  prevalence  of  fl 
the  word  fuh,  which  means,  as  an  intelligent  comprador  tells      " 
us,  '  plenty  son,  plenty  dollar,  and  number  two  mandarin 
(or  middle  rank)/  and   is  hei^  substituted   for  the    Sha0 
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(longe\"ity)  of  Tien-tsin  and  Pekin ;  written  as  it  is  in  all 
kinds  of  fanciful  ways,  but  more  frequently  as  two  birds 
pecking  each  othei\ 
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We  could  never  understand  what  delight  this  people  could 
take  in  throwing  the  saltatorial  propensities  of  the  great 
green  gmssliopper  (Fhasgonura  vindissima)  in  abeyance  by 
COD  fining  it  in  a  tiny  cage,  where  it  night  and  day  emits  the 
most  heart-breaking  stridulous  scraping  possible.  In  the 
courtj^ard,  around  which  the  i^ooms  we  occupied  were  i*anged, 
a  number  of  these  petulant  males  nearly  drove  me  mad  by 
their  never-ending  questions  and  replies,  tiios  and  quartets, 
throughout  the  whole  night ;  the  agonising  bites  of  the 
mosquitos  seemed  as  nothing  to  this  hideous  rasping.  Every 
house,  every  shop-door,  and  every  courtyardj  had  it^  full 
complement  of  these  insects,  and  the  din  made  by  them 
was  really  intolerable.  Added  to  this,  was  the  nocturnal 
screeching  of  a  music-ridden  vHght  of  a  petty  dealer,  who 
made  up  for  the  dullness  of  trade  by  a  traflBc  in  the  most 
discordant  squeaking  ever  tickled  out  of  the  three-stringed 
native  fiddle.  My  attempts  to  sleep  therefore  were  profitless. 

So  after  a  day  or  two  of  Ying-tsze,  it  afforded  us  no  mean 
pleasure  to  receive  fresh  passports  from  Mr.  Meadows,  enabling 
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US  to  begin  anew  our  wanderings  in  the  direction  of  Moukden, 
With  a  liberality  of  mind  and  spirit  worthy  of  the  author  of 
*The  Chinese  and  their  Rebellions,'  these  documents  were 
made  not  only  useful  to  the  Mantchu  capital,  but  might  have 
carried  us  through  the  whole  of  Mantchuria  and  Eastern 
Mongolia,  had  time  and  opportunity  allowed  us  such  an  inter- 
esting peregrination.  Through  his  kind  oflBices,  and  the 
strong  complaints  he  forwarded  to  the  magistrates  of  New- 
chwang,  assurances  were  sent  to  us  that  a  timely  notice  of  our 
approach  to  every  town  and  city  on  the  route  would  be  des- 
patched, if  we  only  named  the  day  we  purposed  starting. 
This  was  assuring.  Having  taken  into  consideration  the 
nature  of  the  roads,  and  the  trouble  we  had  already  expe- 
rienced with  our  carter,  we  discharged  him.  We  trusted  to 
a  pack-pony  to  carry  all  our  necessaries  to  the  metropolis 
and  back,  taking  as  few  things  as  we  possibly  could,  aad 
avoiding  all  attempts  at  display. 
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OUR    NEW    ATTENDANTS  —  PRECAUTIONS  —  INDISPOSITION  —  NEWCHWANG 
AGAIN  —  OCR  CONDUCTORS  — *  TEA   IS  NOT    TEA,  AND   RICE  IS  NOT  RICE  ' 

A   *  SOVEREIGN  '  REMEDY —  THE   VILLAGE    SCHOOL-ROOM  —  SHU  SHAN 

—  THE    MOUNTAINS  —  A    DISTANT     VIEW     OF     LIAU     YANG  —  ORCHARDS 

HARVEST-TIME — DISAGREEABLE    SPECTATORS  —  THE    CITY    OP    LIAU 

TANG  IN  THE  EARLY  MORNING  —  TRADESMEN  AND  MECHANICS  —  NORTH- 
ERN AND  SOUTHERN  PAGODAS — THE  TAITSE  Hd  —  THE  LIAU  —  HIGH- 
WAYS— THE   PEOPLE 

THOUGH  informed  from  a  very  good  source  that  a  rebel- 
lion was  on  foot  but  a  little  way  beyond  the  city  for 
which  we  were  preparing  to  start,  and  though  warned  that 
there  might  be  danger  in  trusting  ourselves  near  it,  we 
could  not  afford  to  lose  an  opportunity  then  within  the  reach  of 
so  very  few  travellers ;  and,  danger  or  no  danger,  we  braced 
our  minds  for  the  undertaking  as  resolutely  as  we  could, 
resolved  not  to  return  without  seeing  the  capital  of  an  exten- 
sive region — the  metropolis  so  much  vaunted  by  the  dilet- 
tante Emperor,  whose  ancestors  had  founded  it,  and  whose 
principal  literary  merit  rests  on  the  eulogy  he  composed  for 
the  purpose  of  exhibiting  his  scholarship,  and  bringing  this 
remote  home  of  his  fathers  into  notice. 

According  to  preconcerted  arrangement,  when  we  were 
ready  to  begin  our  travel  one  sultry  morning,  a  remarkably 
fine-looking  young  man,  becomingly  attired  in  a  clean  white 
cotton  suit  and  an  over-waistcoat  of  blue  silk,  with  the 
official  hat  and  red-silk  plume,  waited  upon  us  to  show  us 
the  road,  and  give  notice  of  our  presence  to  the  mandarins 
when  we  neared  the  towns.  Though  well  mounted,  he  kept 
an  easy  pace  behind,  and  left  us  to  push  on  as  hard  as  we 
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might,  always  certaiu  of  overtaking  our  party  by  near  cuts, 
which  his  familiarity  with  the  country  enabled  him  to  do. 

Besides  this  man,  and  Ma-foo — whom  despite  his  inebriety 
we  could  not  get  on  without — another  native  of  the  seaport 
town  was  engaged  for  the  expedition  by  a  comprador,  as  a 
person  who  thoroughly  knew  the  road,  and  had  several  timea  Jk 
been  in  the  large  city.  He  was  iWIIing  to  lead  our  lightly-  ^ 
equipped  pack-pony  there  and  back,  as  well  as  provide  for 
his  own  conveyance  on  the  top  of  a  tough  old  galloway  that 
he  rode  with  his  heels  instead  of  his  toes  in  the  stirrups^  out 
of  the  comparatively  small  tee  he  had  required  for  liis  hire* 
JL  and  myself  were  mther  indisposed  at  starting,  and  we  did 
not  improve  during  the  day.  Prudence  would  have  dictated 
our  remaining  until  quite  well;  but  time  was  becoining 
short,  and  the  future  movements  connected  with  a  return  to 
Tien-tsin  were  yet  somewhat  obscure  and  uncertain* 

Having  made  a  start  from  shores  rendered  friendly  by 
British  hospitality,  we  made  a  good  forenoon's  work,  though 
our  sickness  was  so  great  that  we  had  to  stop  for  some  titne 
at  a  roadside  hotel  to  procure  a  short  sleep*  In  the  after- 
noon Kewchwang  was  entered,  the  scene  of  our  late  tanta- 
lising and  dangerous  reception.  There  our  dandy  follower 
disappeared,  I  suppose  to  give  intimation  of  our  presence, 
for  before  a  crowd  had  time  to  gather,  two  or  three  ragged 
old  men  rushed  down  a  street,  flourishing  sticks  and  bellow- 
ing loudly  enough  to  keep  back  the  suspicious  characters^ 
who  would  not  have  hesitated  long  in  making  themselves  as 
disagreeable  to  us  as  they  had  done  before.  Thei-e  was  a 
better  chance  for  seeing  more  of  the  town  than  on  that  occa- 
sion, because  we  had  to  pass  right  through  it,  and  in  broad 
daylight;  but  there  was  nothing  to  give  it  any  claim  to 
attention.  The  nmnber  of  antiquated  streets  we  traversed, 
though  ^vide,  dirty,  and  dusty,  could  exhibit  only  one 
tolerable  house  for  every  half-dozen  in  ruins,  or  nearly  so; 
and  the  majority  of  the  little  shops  contained  nothing  but 
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coarse  native  cotton  stuffs,  and  wares  manufactured  in  China. 
Pawnshops  were  numerous  enough,  and  they  formed  by  far 
the  best  class  of  building  in  the  place. 

We  crossed  what  must  have  been  a  wide  tributary  of  the 
Liau  h6  at  no  distant  period,  by  a  seven-arch  bridge  of  wood 
and  stone,  and  observed  another  spanning  the  nearly  diy  bed 
of  this  river  a  short  way  off.  From  the  manner  in  which  the 
town  is  built  on  both  sides  of  this  defunct  water-way,  there  is 
no  difficulty  in  concluding  that  its  present  almost  lifeless  state 
arises  from  the  shoaling  of  its  highway,  for  there  was  scarcely 
water  enough  in  mid-channel  to  float  a  gig.  The  same  causes 
which  were,  and  are  now  in  operation,  in  raising  the  land 
gulfwards,  and  elevating  the  beds  of  northern  rivers,  had 
converted  what  was  at  one  time  an  important  town  into  a 
straggling,  languid  mass  of  decaying  shops  and  houses, 
tenanted  by  idle-looking  people. 

The  road  was  excessively  heavy  to  the  northward  of 
Newchwang,  and  we  had  abundant  reason  to  congratulate 
ourselves  on  the  good  hit  we  had  made  in  leaving  the  cart 
behind  and  resorting  to  pack  transport;  other^vise  we  should 
not  certainly  have  accomplished  the  forty-two  miles  we  did 
that  day. 

Not  farther  than  two  miles  had  we  got  from  Newchwang, 
when  our  party  was  joined  by  another  attendant — a  bare- 
headed elderly  man,  but  meanly  dressed,  riding  a  good  bay 
pony,  whose  forelock  was  twisted  into  two  upright  horns  by 
red  tape,  and  its  mane  and  tail  plaited  and  knotted  up  in  a 
fashion  peculiar  to  this  part  of  the  country.  The  two 
emissaries  kept  a  good  deal  aloof  from  each  other  and  spoke 
little,  if  at  all,  the  whole  time  I  saw  them ;  but  as  they 
never  put  up  with  us  when  we  halted,  they  may  have  frater- 
nised when  the  weight  of  our  presence  was  removed  from 
them. 

An  old  house  with  the  hoop  and  fish  signpost  was  very 
thankfully  hailed  before  darkness  set  in,  for  I  really  felt  so 
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unwell  and  unfit  for  riding,  that  nothing  but  the  most  urgent 
determination  to  reach  Moukden  could  have  prevented  my* 
returning  to  the  foreign  settlement.  Our  usual  excessive 
appetites  failed  ub,  and  the  most  tempting  of  viands  would  have 
stood  untouched  before  us^  as  we  lay  down  on  the  hard  kawj  \p^ 
to  sleep  that  evening.  Yet  we  thought  thnt  an  effort  raustB-^^gj 
be  made  towards  recovery,  and  that  we  must  assist  nature  tc::mKr^jQ 
reassume  her  sway  by  some  means  or  other.  We  had  nc^^-^M 
medicines,  but  we  had  a  popuhir  tmdition,  the  essence  Qc:^».^| 
which^  we  thought,  would  be  as  effectual  as,  and  fer  les^^^^g^ 
unpleasant  than,  any  unpalatable  stuff  compounded  in  rhu..*-  m^u 
barb-smelling  shops* 

Some  venerated  philosopher  or  profound  classical  manipLp^^rjju 
lator — it  may  have  been  the  Emperor  Kien-loong  himself — ^^S^ 
had  a  favourite  child  lying  ill — dying.      In  vain  were  ^s     fl 
remedies  prescribed  and  administered:  in  vain  were  all  sor:a^^3fti 
of  tempting  and  nutritious  dainties  coaxingly  offered.     TI     ^fht 
boy   would  not   eat      Nothing    would    he     manifest    tc*^   fi^ 
slightest  inclination  for.     All  hope  had  nearly  fled.     T^HJie 
grieving  parent  suddenly  bethought  him  of  something  tMVrijif 
would  excite  a  momentary  desire^  or  perhaps  a  favoum^^^^^5/e 
issue  to  the  case.  It  was  Tea.  A  thimble-sized  cup  of  the  m^^vo^f 
fragrant  infusion  was  immediately  brought  to  the  sick  be— 33^5 
bed.    He  pitifully  averted  his  eyes  and  shook  his  head.     '^Tie 
last  remedy  had  failed ;  there  was  no  chance  now. 

Yes!   there  was   another-     The   most   carefully  seleeted 
grains  of  the  choicest  rice  were  tenderly  boiled  until  they 
were  like   granulated   snowflakes,   and   with   loving   hani  s 
presented   to  him.     Loathingly  the  child  turned  Ids  hea^3 
away,     'Ah!'  mournfully  sighed  the  desponding  parent  a-^ 
he  saw  these  last  sovereign  remedies  fail,  *  Tza  pu-sa  tza^s^ 
Fan  pu'Safan  ' — Tea  is  not  tea;  Rice  is  not  rice. 

We  ordered  tea,  but  it  had  little  of  the  bouquet  or  any-   ^ 
thing  else  of  that  plant^s  good  qualities  to  reconmiend  it; 
while  Ma-foo  superintended  the  boiling  of  rice,  which  cer- 


A  IIAFPY   SENSATION* 


mr 


tainly  came  nearer  our  expectations;  and  conquering  our 
apatliy  with  all  our  might,  we  took  a  little  of  both. 

Our  situation  was  not  so  desperate  as  that  of  tlie  youth's, 
for  these  staple  commodities  still  retained  their  virtues  and 
their  enticinjifnesi^,  and  contributed  not  a  little,  perhaps^  to 
make  us  sleep  soundly.  At  any  rate  we  got  up  in  the 
morning  very  early,  and  much  better,  to  find  that  there  had 
been  a  regular  rain-stonn,  which  had  flo<7ded  all  the  roads — 
but  that  we  did  not  mind — and  that  Ma-foo  had  prepaix^d  UB 
a  good  breakfiist  of  tea,  rice,  and  eggs. 

Our  line  of  country  was  a  difficult  one,  for  the  low-lying 
roads  were  notlmig  but  canals,  where  carts  could  never  go : 
so  our  guides  put  us  into  byepatlis  throagli  the  cmps — paths 
matle  by  some  earlier  tnnellers  who  had  made  huies  thi*ough 
the  heart  of  the  sturdy  mil  let- fields*  There  was  not  much  to 
cheer  n^^  but  luckily  the  day  was  beautifully  cool,  and  felt 
home-like  in  tc^mperature— the  first  time  we  had  experienced 
such  a  happy  seiistition  in  the  Central  Empire.  The  furtlier 
we  advanced  northerly  the  more  marked  this  liecame. 

When  twenty  miles  had  been  put  behind  us  a  rest  was 
ordered,  and  preparations  for  a  midday  repast  liegan*  The 
crowds  were  quite  ns  great,  and  their  uncontmUable  curiosity 
quite  as,  if  ni>t  mot*e,  lively  as  at  the  places  along  the  gulf. 
One  of  the  windows  uf  our  room  looked  into  a  small  court- 
yai\l  belonging  to  a  callage  school,  where  we  could  plainly 
see  tlie  old  dominie  hard  at  work  teaching  a  number  of  boys 
to  handle  the  jjcn^ — or  rather  the  brush.  There  was  little  dif- 
ference between  these  studious  %^oun*T;sters  and  similar  anxious 
little  chaps  in  our  agricultural  villages.  Hei^  were  fiale  little, 
faces  and  anxious  black  eyes,  lips  covered  with  ink^ — ^left  them 
when  they  were  tiy^g  to  screw  fine  points  on  their  pencils — 
tiny  fingers  no  better,  and  many  a  daub  on  the  sleeves  and 
cuffs  of  the  long  robe.  The  furtive  glances  thrown  at  us  from 
the  window  were  numerous,  but  often  cliecked  by  a  mild" 
rebuke  from  the  garridous  old  master,  who  tried  to  be  as 
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high  mnge  of  mountains,  which,  beginniug  at  the  gulf,  runs 
in  a  direction  from  south  to  north,  intei-seeting  the  little 
peninsuhi  of  Liautung,  and  extending  as  fiir  as  the  palisade 
which  sepamtos  tlie  Corea  from  Mantcliuria,  They  were 
jagged  and  lofty,  and  the  lower  peaks  were  i^ndurcd  more 
gloomy  in  their  grejash  nuked ness  by  scattei'^d  pines  clinging 
here  and  there  on  their  summits, 

Tlie  An-shaii  river  was  forded,  and  an  old-fashioned 
tumble-down  sort  of  town — Shu-shan^ — with  nothing  better 
than  a  gaily-painted  temple  to  look  at,  and  streets  belly  deep 
in  mud  and  water  to  |>lunge  thixjugli,  was  passed,  and  then 
the  narrow  mads  began  to  ascend  and  descend  over  an 
irregular  country.  About  two  miles  beyond  the  last  iown^  a 
very  lofty  hill  of  the  same  name  rises  up  like  a  skittle-pin, 
with  a  little  house  on  the  top.  From  this  a  i>retty  view 
is  obtained  of  the  surrounding  locality,  and  a  fiir  prosjiect  of 
the  green  erop-covered  pLiin  westwards,  with  distant  hills — 
the  rough  mountains  before  noticed,  to  the  eastward;  and 
towering,  like  an  olddashioned  pepper-box,  the  pagoda  of 
Lian-yang  stands  to  the  north  in  a  perfect  den  of  ti^es  and 
verdure,  wliere  the  higher  country  smooths  down  into  a  fine 
open  landscape. 

On  tlic  banks  of  the  Sa-hu  —  another  tributary  of  the 
great  Liau  —  a  good  orchard  of  pear,  ajiple,  and  \valtmt- 
trees  was  rigorously  guarded  by  an  old  man,  who  politely 
warned  us  that  we  were  not  to  trespass  within  die  limits  of 
the  little  boundary  ditch,  for  fear  of  damaging  the  apple- 
trees,  many  of  whose  bninches  were  so  hea\dlj*  laden  witii  fniit 
that  they  were  prn[)ped  np  by  poles*  Tlie  gardens  hei-e,  too, 
were  nicely  laid  out,  and  not  a  few  of  them  were  tenanted  by 
slydooking  jetty-eyed  yoimg  Ilebes,  with  good-humoured 
not-brown  faces,  and  their  gummed  and  plait^ed  hair  encircled 
by  a  garlaiid  of  welbassoiled  flowers.  They  were  not  at  all 
bashful;  and,  finding  themselves  safe  behind  the  fences  and 
palings,  did  not  manifest  any  dislike  to  our  2>i*esence  amongiJt 
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them.     Many  had  natural  feet,  and  knew  how  to  use  them  in 
climbing  over  obstacles  to  have  a  look  and  a  laugh. 

The  fields  of  grain  were  rapidly  ripening,  and  the  care  of 
the  proprietors  was  extended  to  the  erection  of  mat  and  pole 
structures,  some  feet  above  the  general  level,  in  which  men 
were  housed,  whose  duty  seemed  to  be  to  keep  a  sharp  look- 
out for  thieves,  and,  assisted  by  exceedingly  European-like 
scarecrows,  to  frighten  away  feathered  marauders,  now 
hovering  about  in  clouds.  Almost  eveiy  field  of  any  size 
had  a  little  temple  placed  in  it  to  propitiate  the  favour,  as 
we  supposed,  of  some  god  or  goddess  in  the  completion  of  an 
abundant  harvest. 

True  to  our  resolve  of  not  dwelling  in  any  large  town  for 
the  night,  we  stopped  at  an  inn  near  Liau-yang,  agreeing  to 
pass  through  that  toAvn  by  the  early  dawn  and  ])efore  the 
citizens  had  time  to  get  notice  of  our  approach.  Our  experi- 
ment of  travelling  through  such  populous  places  in  British 
costume,  our  very  small  immber,  and  without  anyone  to  ofier 
us  advice  or  protection  in  case  of  need,  made  us  all  the  more 
wary  and  disposed  to  incur  as  little  risk  as  possible ;  for  it 
was  difficult  to  guess  whether  our  visits  would  be  viewed  in 
a  hostile  or  friendly  light,  and  the  example  of  Ncwchwang 
i-ather  tended  to  shake  our  confidence  in  the  behaviour  of 
the  people  towards  two  solitaiy  strangers,  who  bore  with 
them  no  imperial  mandate  to  ensure  respect.  Besides,  the 
city  gates  were  closed,  for  it  was  long  after  sunset.  Even  had 
they  been  opened  on  our  demand,  the  infrequency  of  such 
an  occurrence  would  most  certainly  have  attracted  an 
undesirable  amount  of  attention. 

Our  quarters  were  not  good,  and  we  were  so  besieged  by 
a  gaping  crowd,  that,  summoning  the  host,  we  threatened  to 
leave  at  once,  unless  he  cleared  out  his  premises,  and  per- 
mitted us  to  retain  our  room  in  peace.  Poor  man,  he  did 
all  he  could  in  the  way  of  expostulating  and  reasoning,  but 
to  no  purpose.     Nearly  all  the  mob  listened  and  remained 
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where  we  were,  and  we  fed,  washed,  wrote,  and  conversed 
before  them — the  subjects  of  many  a  straiigel} -ludicrous 
remark.  Their  society  was,  to  say  tlie  least  of  it,  un- 
pleasant. The  night  was  hot,  and  perspiring  Chinese  are  no 
treat  to  the  olfaetories  at  any  time;  but  when  they  come 
from  their  meals,  additionally  perfumed  witli  onions,  garlic 
and  tobacco,  they  are  oflFensive  in  the  extreme, 

Eveiy  act  of  ours  was  noted  and  commented  on,  and 
nowhei^  could  we  go  that  we  were  not  followed  by  an  inqui- 
sitive mass  of  busy  bodies.  When  we  lay  do^^i  to  rest,  die 
paper  fmmes  of  the  window  immediately  above  our  heads 
were  simultmieonsly  perfomted  by  countless  fingers,  as  if  a 
cloud  of  gmpe-shot  had  been  poured  into  them. 

Five  o'clock  in  the  morning  is  generally,  in  other  countries, 
a  veiy  early  hour  to  find  a  large  city  fully  awake  and  stir- 
ring ;  in  China  it  is  an  advanced  hour,  for,  get  up  when  we 
might  after  day-dawn,  everybody  was  at  work,  all  looking  as 
if  they  had  been  so  for  hour**.  In  the  suburb  we  ibund  a 
great  crowd  awaiting  our  arrival^  and,  as  we  went  on,  this 
swelled  to  gigantic  dimensions*  Where  we  expected  to  see 
only  a  few  people  moving  about,  we  were  surn^unded  by  a 
countless  sea  of  heads*  Entering  the  city  of  Liau-yang  by 
the  western  gateway,  we  found  ourselves  in  one  of  the  priii- 
cipal  streets,  and  at  liberty  only  to  glance  for  a  few  minutes 
at  the  interior  as  we  passed  through- 
One  great  disadvantage  we  laboured  under,  was  in  having 
no  itineniry  or  guide-book  to  refer  to  for  historical  or  de* 
scriptive  information  regarding  the  to^vns  and  the  districts 
we  were  wandering  through ;  and  in  a  city  like  this  we  felt 
that  we  should  have  lost  much  of  the  interest  which  must  have 
attached  to  our  brief  visit,  had  we  been  in  possession  of  any 
such  aid.  We  could  only  glean  from  various  sources  that, 
during  the  i^ign  of  the  Cliow  dynasty  —  some  lumdreds  of 
years  before  the  Christian  eiTi^ — the  dominions  of  the  Coreana 
extended  as  far  as  this  city  of  the  second  order;  that  in  the 
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time  of  the  Taiig  dynasty,  when  China  was  the  most  enlight- 
ened comitry  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  it  was  called  '  The 
City  of  the  Coi-eans  in  Liautung;'  and  that  during  the  rule 
of  the  great  monarch,  Tai-tsong,  of  the  same  dynasty,  the 
people  of  Sin-lo,  being  attacked  by  the  half-savage  Coreans, 
implored  his  assistance  and  protection,  and  he,  marchuig  to 
invade  the  Coi'ean  territory,  got  as  far  as  Liau-yang,  when 
he  died ;  but  his  son  finished  the  expedition  by  subjugating 
the  enemy. 

In  the  native  geography  of  this  province,  published  some 
two  hundred  years  ago,  it  is  noted  that,  as  the  city  is  of 
great  importance,  there  is  ahvays  maintained  in  it  a  good 
garrison.  Of  this  we  saw  no  signs,  and  even  the  guard-room 
at  the  gate  was  without  a  single  individual  who  might  be 
supposed  capable  of  bearing  arms.  The  wall  was  in  decay, 
and  in  one  place  the  greater  part  of  the  rampart  had  disap- 
peared, portions  of  the  para|>et  had  crumbled  doAvn,  and 
deep  rents  and  fissures  disfigured  the  fiice  of  this  ancient 
fortification.  In  its  best  days,  it  could  not  have  been  more 
than  thirty  feet  high,  and  must  certainly  have  been  less  sub- 
stantial than  any  other  wall  I  have  seen  girding  Chinese 
towns. 

We  had  scarcely  got  within  it,  when  two  red-topped  mes- 
sengers, mounted  on  ponies  which  had  been  in  waiting  close 
to  the  gate,  and  our  ragged  friend  of  yesterday,  sprung  out 
from  some  corner,  and  saluted  us  with  a  series  of  grins  and 
shouts  not  at  all  in  consonance  with  our  peaceful  intentions. 
They  fell  into  our  train,  and  in  less  than  a  miimte  there  was  a 
procession  behind  us  of  everybody  within  hail.  As  we  rode 
rapidly  through  the  town,  we  were  satisfied  that  Liau- 
yang  was  the  most  business-like  place  we  had  seen  since  we 
first  began  our  journey.  The  streets  were  very  wide,  and 
flanked  by  large  shops  for  selling  all  kinds  of  native  wares. 
Every  place  looked  as  busy  at  that  early  hour  as  if  it  had 
been  midday.     There  was  an  air,  if  not  of  wealth,  at  least 
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of  active  trade  quite  gmtifjing,  but  at  tlie  same  time  sur- 
prising at  sucli  a  time  in  the  moniing,  ^Vheelbarro  ws  of  goods 
were  being  shoved  along  by  ]Mnting  laljourers;  the  spa- 
cious tea  and  eating-houses  were  crowded  bj  those  oily,  hizy- 
looking  occupants  J  who  seem  always  to  be  eating,  drinking, 
and  smoking ;  fat  semi-nude  shopmen  sat  at  their  doors  or 
behind  their  count  ere,  as  brisk  as  if  they  had  not  been,  or 
did  not  require  to  go,  to  bed ;  or  noisily  bargained  with 
%vide-awake  customers,  so  intent  on  making  the  most  of  their 
speech  that  they  scarcely  noticed  us;  while,  in  the  workshops, 
the  joiner  was  sawug  and  phmiiig  after  his  own  fashion, 
finishing  off  excellent  furniture,  beautifully  varnished  or 
polished,  or  measuring  and  fixing  up  the  massive  planks  of 
tunber  wliicli  Chinese  undertakers  believe  to  be  necessiiry 
for  the  pmtection  of  their  dead. 

The  blacksmiths,  with  umvaslicd  faces,  pelted  away  lustily 
at  the  molten  iron,  which  tixzed  and  threw  out  ruddy  ^jmrks 
against  leathern  aprons,  wooden  walls,  or  the  legs  of  passers- 
by.  The  barbers  scrajied,  plaited,  and  steeped  tfie  stubbly 
heads  of  their  early-rising  patrons,  or  twirled  their  gigantic 
vibrating  tweezers  as  a  signal  of  their  wherealwuti*. 

The  fiour-sifter  was  heard  Tvith  the  pulsating  beat  of  his 
rocking  sieve,  sifting  the  fine  from  the  coiu*se  flour.  The 
weaver^  after  an  obsolete  fashion,  could  be  seen  assiduously^ 
but  with  painful  slowness,  throwing  the  shuttle  trom  hand  to 
hand  through  his  weft;  and  perhaps  next  door  to  him  the 
shrill  twanging  strum  of  the  cotton  cleaner's  bow,  would  tall 
smartly  on  the  ear-  Cooks  pufled  and  blew  over  cakesi 
dumplings,  and  stews,  and  pottiges  of  nondescript  quality; 
and  hawkers  of  vegetables,  bread,  or  nutritious  compoiujds, 
bawled  out  the  names  of  their  eominodities  in  quite  a  musical 
cadence.  The  samshu  shops,  too,  drove  a  little  trade  by 
selling  their  perniciously  strong  spirits  to  dissipated  wmtehes, 
who  begin  tlie  natural  day  by  an  unnatural  stimulus*  Thej*e 
shops  have  an  interior  not  at  all  uidike  that  of  an  apothe* 
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cary's,  with  jars  all  round  and  great  labels  on  them,  and 
numbers  of  little  square  leaden  measures  placed  in  order  on 
shelves.  Strange  to  remark,  on  the  street  face  of  their 
counters  they  have  painted  in  their  most  elaborate  style  the 
character  'Shau' — longevity — which  our  teetotallers  might 
think  as  inappropriately  placed  there  as  on  the  coffins  exhi- 
bited for  sale  at  the  undertaker's. 

There  were  many  large  houses  by  the  way,  with  wide 
courtyards  well  stocked  with  merchandise ;  but  we  had  little 
opportunity  of  examining  these,  for  the  street  had  by  this 
time  become  so  densely  crowded  by  peoj)le  who  gathered  to 
see  us  pass,  that  our  conductor,  who  undei-stood  our  anti- 
pathy to  mix  much  in  these  mobs,  suddenly  wheeled  up 
another  street — a  bye  one — where  nobody  was  waiting,  and 
so  disappointed  the  exj^ectant  multitudes. 

We  were  not  long  in  getting  beyond  the  region  of  shops 
and  traffic,  and  into  the  quieter  parts  of  the  town  where  gar- 
dens abounded.  Here,  as  within  the  walls  of  nearly  all  the 
northern  cities  of  China,  as  it  used  to  be  in  the  old  cities  of 
Assyria,  and  as  it  is  in  many  Eastern  walled  towns  at  the 
present  day,  there  were  Lirge  spaces  of  ground  at  each  angle 
of  the  quadrilateral  enceinte  laid  out  as  kitchen  gardens  or 
orchards,  and  nooks  channeled  out  into  ditches  and  pits  for 
the  reception  of  rain  water — at  Peking  there  is  even  pasture 
land  within  the  enclosure — this  being  the  only  provision,  I 
suppose,  made  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  people  when  closely 
besieged  by  an  enemy.  These  gardens  were  perfect  models 
of  neatness,  and  their  proprietoi's  were  busily  displaying 
their  skill  and  care  in  those  horticultural  pui-suits  for  which 
they  are  so  famous. 

From  a  house  not  far  off  the  road  we  were  being  led 
through,  and  which  had  a  temporary  roof  of  matting  raised 
over  it,  like  the  roof  of  a  temple,  came  the  clanging  of  cym- 
bals, gongs,  and  tom-toms,  sounding  the  crankiest  funereal 
music  ever  listened  to,  and  celebrating  the  noisy  obsequies 


J06 


PAGODAS. 


of  some  defunct  townsman  in  an  everlasting  iillegi-etto  raave* 
ment,  having  almost  as  much  pretension  to  be  C4sllecl  nmsic 
aa  the  clank  and  jar  of  a  fire-engine  over  a  rough  pavement. 
The  majestic  |>agoda  we  had  noticed  yesterday  as  we 
approached  the  city,  was  now  within  tlu'ee  or  fi»ur  himdred 
yards  of  us,  and  as  we  had  freed  ourselves  almost  entirely 
froTn  the  crush  of  spectators  by  the  sudden  dettyur  our  guide 
had  made,  there  were  a  few  mmutes  left  to  admire  and 
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sketch  it.  From  where  we  saw  it,  its  proportions  seemed 
very  perfect,  and  to  it  tlie  town  owed  aU  it  i>ossessed  in  the 
way  of  novelty ;  tor  reai'ed  to  a  height  of  eighty  or  ninety 
feet  above  the  plain  roofe  of  the  single-storied  houses,  and 
the  low  garden  walls,  it  looked  noble  and  imposing  only  by 
contrast,  and  carried  novelty  mth  it  in  its  strangely <  fan tas*. 
tical  shape  and  adornments. 

If  any   feature  is  more  unique  and   characteristic   than 
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another  id  a  Cliiiiese  picture,  as  [minted  by  Euro|>eans,  it  is 
the  pugoda  of  Soutlierii  China,  which  is  ever  in  the  fore 
or  background,  and  h  deemed  the  only  fitting  accompani- 
ment to  the  flat  features,  long  robes,  and  plaited  locks  of  the 
groups  of  celestials  introduced  to  give  life  to  the  kuidscapcj 
and  to  add  variety  t4>  the  odd-fashioned  l>oats,  fir-chid  hills^ 
or  rice-covered  plains  j  so  that  a  drawing  intended  to  repre- 
sent Chinese  scenery,  Cliinese  industry^  customs,  costumes, 
or  national  eccentricity,  would  lack  one  of  its  l>est  orna- 
ments did  tlie  dmughtsman  omit  to  intitjduce  one  of  these 
structures. 

When  the  traveller  arrives  in  the  land,  and  begins  to  look 
about  fur  these  architectural  vagaries  of  his  new  friends,  he 
finds  Mijisell*  as  familiar  with  their  lineaments  as  he  is  with 
the  figure  of  his  parish  steeple.  Tlie  little  octagonal  houses, 
piled  one  ujii^n  another  from  the  ground  high  up  in  the  air 
— some  of  tbeui  elevated  i^nough  for  aji  eagle's  nest — until 
they  fonn  a  sort  of  Cleopatra's  needle,  with  long  projecting 
eaves  over  every  tiny  chamber  hung  TOuiid  with  bells,  to  be 
climbed  only  by  sonie  Jack  of  the  Bean-stalk,  are  scarcely  a 
wonder  to  him;  but  when  he  comes  to  know  more  of  the 
people,  and  finds  them  in  ideas,  fashions,  and  prejudices,  so 
unlike  eveiy  otlier  nation  now  existing,  and  nearly  realisuig 
what  he  has  read  of  the  old  Egyptians,  Ass}Tians,  and  otiier 
nations  passed  away,  the  paigoda  is  invested  with  a  certain 
degree  of  interest  whicli  is  insej>arable  from  everything 
really  Chinese, 

But  tlie  noithern  pagoda  is  as  different  from  that  of  the 
south,  as  are  the  two  |>eo|)les  from  each  other.  At  Tungchow^ 
near  Peking^  I  beheld  the  first  example ;  t^  the  western  side 
of  that  capitid  I  discerned  two  more,  and  again  neiir  the  Liau^ 
ho  river  on  our  journey,  another  had  been  remarked,  built  on 
a  high  hill;  tMs  of  Liau-yang  was  the  best  by  far.  The 
foiTii  of  a  pepper-box  ^vill  give  a  tolerable  idea  of  its  sha]>e ; 
but  all  the  equidistant  curved  eaves  of  the  Canton  pagoda  have 
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in  tliis  been  compressed  into  one-half  the  space  they  there 
occupy,  thus  leaving  the  h>wer  half  of  the  eiglit-sided  structure 
bare  and  blank, — with  the  exception  of  a  gothic-ghapcd  blind 
window,  and  the  upper  half  closely  garnished  with  bristHng 
ridges,  from  each  corner  of  which  tbintly'Sounding  bells  were 
suspended ;  while  the  whole  was  sunnonnted  by  a  black  convex 
metal  roof,  with  a  long  barbed  spike  rising  from  it,  having 
lines  of  wire  or  rope  passing  from  the  very  ajiex  to  the  body 
of  the  edifice. 

Turning  to  the  eastwai'd  angle  of  the  walls — here  in  a  good 
state  of  preservation^  though  the  |>ai'apet  was  very  narrow 
and  irregular,  we  came  to  a  rather  narrow  and  low  ai'cli- 
way,  which  our  guide  told  us  was  named  the  ^Gate  of  the 
Coreans.'  It  was  that  by  which  the  Coreans  were  allowed  to 
enter  the  cit}^  at  fixed  periods  of  the  j^ear. 

We  left  Liau-yangby  this  gate,  and  all  at  once  came  In  sight 
of  a  nicely- wcMxled  plain,  with  rugged  hills  in  the  distance,  and 
a  wide  river — the  Taitse  llu — %vindiug  silently  towards  us. 
The  early  morning  sun  gave  all  the  charm  and  fi^eshness  to 
the  scene  that  it  was  possible  to  impart,  and  the  dewy  inist 
rolling  upwaixls  from  the  low  gri>und  lent  an  air  of  coolness 
and  freshness  quite  unknoivn  at  that  tirae  of  the  year  nearer 
the  gidf. 

We  were  obliged  to  ride  some  little  way  along  the  river's 
bank  in  order  to  reach  the  ferry,  and  in  doing  this  we  met 
seveml  families  out  for  an  airing  before  the  sun  became  too 
waiTu.  The  women  were  well-dressed^  with  their  hair  done  up 
with  flowei's^  in  the  double  smootlnng-iron  handle  shape ;  and 
their  movements  were  not  disordered  by  the  cramj>ed  feet, 
though  they  might  liave  been  mure  pleasing  had  they  not  wora 
such  thick-soled  shoes.  The  children  rolled  imd  tumbled  in 
great  glee,  or  gathered  wild  flowers  at  the  foot  of  a  very  old 
high  earthen  embankment  running  parallel  >vith  the  river  for 
nearly  half  a  mile. 

Crossing  a  small  divergent  stream,  we  came  upon  a  grciit 
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nuniber  of  boats  of  very  light  burthen^  lashed  together  and 
moored  to  the  bank.  The  largest  of  these  could  not  be 
j^pable  of  carrj' iiig  more  than  two  or  three  tons,  and  doubt* 
less  they  were  well  adapted  for  ti^ansportmg  goods  up  and 
do^ra  such  a  tortuous  watercour.-^e  m  the  Luui-ho-  Nearly 
all  of  them  wei'e  \m\en  with  l>eans  and  peiise,  which  appeared 
to  be  the  sole  articles  of  exixsrt  eveiywhere  iu  this  district^ 
lying  in  a  h:K3se  state  in  the  bottom  of  the  skift's  and  ready  to  be 
tmnsferred  to  the  hea\ier  coasting  junks  at  Ying-tBze.  Many 
of  the  crews  lived  in  temporaiy  mat  dwellings  on  shore,  and 
were  intently  engaged  in  preparing  their  breakfasts  when  we 
surprised  them.  Beyond  a  doubt  they  were  a  turbulent  lot 
of  burly  fellows. 

There  was  quite  a  crowd  waiting  for  the  ferry-boat,  which 
was  slowly  emptying  itself  of  a  large  cargo  on  the  opposite  bank- 
Pedestrians  who  had  been  a  long  time  on  the  road,  and 
were  armed  with  spears,  reclined  on  the  grassy  bank; 
mounted  men  dismounted,  and  taking  tlieir  |>acks  off  their 
i»ddles,  spread  them  out  and  squatted  down  on  them.  There 
a  blind,  venemble-looking^  old  man  led  by  a  boy^  who 
was  describing  us  to  him  in  the  best  way  he  could ;  and  there 
were  passenger  eabs,  bullock  wagons,  wheelbarrows,  and  all 
sorts  of  conveyances,  heaped  together  to  be  carried  across. 
There,  too,  stood  two  lanky  saffron- complexioned  scouts  sent 
to  not^  our  arrival,  and  see  us  fairly  on  board  beyond  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Liau-yang  magistrates. 

The  way  which  these  fellows  sprung  up  in  all  sorts  of  odd 
comers  and  out-of-tlie-way  places — the  unceremonious  manner 
in  wliich  they  attached  themselves,  barnacle-like,  to  our  |>er- 
sons  without  speaking  a  wonl  or  changing  countenanee  in  the 
slightest  degree,  and  vanishing  again  at  uncertain  places 
without  bemg  noticed,  wa^  something  miun^ellous,  AssuiTdly 
the  solicitude  of  the  local  authorities  on  our  behalf  made  us 
feel  mtlier  constmincd  and  annoyed  sometimes,  and  I  fear  we 
did  not  so  fully  appreciate  theii*  kind  motives  as  we  ought  to 
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have  done.  We  were  com*teously  allowed  to  embark  al>out 
tlie  beginning  of  the  crush  for  the  l>oat,  and  got  good  places 
to  staiid  on  while  we  held  our  j>onies  quietly  by  the  head. 

From  the  close  proximity  of  the  Taitsc  Hu  to  the  town  of 
Liau-yang^  it  must  afford  a  valuable  means  of  carrj*ing  on  a 
brisk  trade  between  that  place,  all  the  other  toi^Tis  on  the 
Liati-ho  and  its  tributary  streams,  and  those  beyond  the 
Gulf  of  Pechili,     Undoubtedly  to  this  advantageous  cireuiH' 
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stance  Liau-yang  owes  its  existence  as  an  important  grain  jC3n 
eniporiuni ;  for  a  Chinese  city  mthout  a  canal  or  river *aK:« 
tmnsjwrt,  is  like  a  limb  in  which  the  principal  arteiy  tms  gr^  jB 
teen  tied — it  quickly  T\Hthers  and  dies*  fl 

Its  Mid  til  coidd  not  have  be(^n  more  thnn  120  or  140  j-unls,^-^-*^ 
and  its  greatest  depth  8  or  10  feet — quite  sufficient,  certainly,^      \ 
for  the  fleets  of  lighters  employed*     Its  velocity  may  be  aboul^^^ 
four  or  five  miles  an  hour^  as  it  flows  from  east  to  wei^^V 
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through  a  muddy  strip  of  hind,  with  a  high  bank  here  and 
there,  but  generally  with  low  sides,  which  it  often  overflows 
and  denudes  entirely  of  vegetation. 

Frnin  its  size,  it  might  be  infeiTed  that  this  was  one  of  the 
largest  tributaries  of  the  Liau ;  aud  we  find  in  an  old  native 
geography  of  this  pro\dnee,  that  one  branch  of  this  river  is 
described  as  rising  beyond  the  frontier  on  the  noith-west,  in  a 
distant  region ;  and  another,  having  it^  source  to  the  eastward, 
IS  tbiTOed  by  the  different  streams  which  flow  to  the  north- 
west  of  Chang-pe-shan,  the  cla^ssical  mountain  of  Mantchuria, 
This  on  its  way  receives  other  minor  rivers,  until  it  sepaiiites 
into  two  bnxnches  that  travel  onwards  until  they  rejoin  and 
form  one  which  bears  the  Chbiese  name  of  Coo-Liau-hd^ 
signitjnng  the  '  great  river  whose  course  is  very  rapid.'  This 
passes  the  town  of  Ilui-eheng-hien^  where  it  fomis  a  junction 
with  tlie  one  here — the  Taitse  Ilo,  which  in  other  days  used  to 
bear  the  Jlantchu  name  of  Tiger  liver^it  is  then  called  the 
Saiitcha-ho,  or  river  of  three  branches-  A  little  lower  it  is 
desiflfnated  the  Liau — in  Tartar  it  used  to  be  named  the 
Sira-Muren  river — and  passes  to  the  sea. 

It  was  now  only  120  li,  or  about  50  miles,  to  Moutden, 
and  we  were  not,  therefore,  much  surpris^ed  to  find  oui'selves 
passing  ahjng  a  fine  wide  road,  with  grand  old  trees  on  each 
side,  and  with  a  somewhat  lively  concourse  of  passengers  on 
foot  or  on  horseback,  going  to  and  fi-om  the  river;  for  here  is 
the  character  of  these  liighways  written  by  an  emperor  more 
than  a  century  ago :  '  The  roads  which  traverse  it  (  Muukden)/ 
says  Kienkuig,  '  are  straight,  spacious,  even,  and  well  dis* 
trihuted;  tlie  pathways  which  border  them  are  commodious, 
useful,  and  agreeable/ 

Perlmps  tliey  may  have  been  allowed  to  remain  without 
much  repair  since  that  time,  for  we  could  see  nothing  of 
footpaths,  and  in  the  hollows  ruts  were  heavy  and  deep,  and 
anything  but  even*  Tnivellers*  carts  found  some  difliculty 
in  getting  through  them;  and  [jrixluce  wagons,  piled  up  with 


fm 


Shways. 


Wck^  of  gmiii,  were  very  laboriously  pulled  along  by  tbelr 
te^ns  of  twelve  or  sixteen  animals,  notwithstimdi ng  the 
sonorous  tvo's^  turr'^^  and  /a's,  and  the  startling  detonationa 
fmm  the  gigantic  whips  plied  by  the  brawny  anus  of  the 
drivers  at  ahnost  every  stride. 

If  the  Chinese  ai*e  ready  to  take  advantage  of  water  as  a 
medium  of  communieation  and  tmflic,  and  show  some  skill 
in  their  manner  of  doing  so,  on  land  they  signally  fiiil;  arid 
though  possessing  the  necessary  materia Js  for  the  fonnation 
and  repair  of  the  important  n:>ads  which  lead  from  one  large 
town  to  another,  in  an  abundance  of  stune  of  excellent 
quality  fomid  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  yet  they  never  avail 
themselves  of  the  opportunity,  but  leave  the  rain  and  wind 
to  giiidually  fill  up  the  breakages  caused  by  the  narrow* 
rimnaed  wheels*  What  a  change  macaderaised  roads  would 
effect  in  such  a  iicbly  agricultural  countiy ! 

Little  towns  and  villages  were  frequent,  and  though  the?^ 
were  inferior  to  those  we  had  seen  on  the  other  side  of  tfcic 
Wall,  still  they  were  busily  tbrauged  by  people  at  work 
gaixlens  or  fann-yai^s,  w4io  were  sure  to  be  ungraciou^^ 
surprised  by  some  busyboily  announcing  the  appmach  of  i 
strangers.  The  men  diflereil  but  little  fi-um  those  westwa 
but  all  the  women  were  taller,  inoi^  njl>ust  than  the  a\^er 
of  Chinese  females,  and  walked  on  natural  feet-  Their  fa 
were  pleasaiiter,  I  think,  than  those  of  the  Chuiese,  all  t^^ 
more  so  for  the  ruddy  brown  complexions  they  wore,  and  trJie 
wreaths  of  red  and  white  flowei's  nround  their  hair*  Tim  ^f^d 
hx)ked  a  stnimg  bealtliy  race,  and  we  found  it  a  great  relief" 
to  get  away  from  pamted  skins,  dwarfish  iigures^and  eriiijlc^ti 
feet.  Some  of  these  bouncing  ladies  we  observed  haixl  nt 
w^ork  threshing  wlieat  with  fitdls,  and  using  the  spade  and 
hoe  like  men. 

We  wei-e  not  a  little  amused  when,  at  a  sudden  turn  of  the 
road^  we  came  upon  a  valiant  |)etty  manduriii  of  the  niihtary 
type,  who  bestrode  a  large  mule  equipped  for  a  long  journey, 
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i*  one  could  judge  by  the  accumulation  of  gear  about  his 

isaddle,  the  presence  of  an  oiled  paper  coat^  and  a  grandly 

ornamented  sword  of  a  decidedly  theatrical  appearance,  mmt^^f 

guard,  stuck  under  his  left  saddle-flap.     Two  attendants 

ilarly  got-up  rode  in  advance,  and,  as  we  almost  bumped 

D^inst  them^  they  were  throivn  into  a  most  unmilitary  state 

*>f  confusion  and  panic,  and  fell  back  on  the  brave  gentleman. 

^e  Tvas  obliged  to  make  way  for  them  by  retiring  on  that 

^irecipitate  mule  of  his ;  and,  ensconcing  himself  between  two 

<:avaliers  who  rode  behind,  and  who  managed  to  rally  the 

others  when  they  found  we  were  really  peaceable  mortals,  he 

^waited  until  we  had  passed.     Then  we  left  them  worrying 

«ach  other  by  all  sorts  of  hard  questions  as  to  who  or  what 

^we  were^  and  whither  we  were  going. 

The  better  class  of  wayfarers  whom  we  met,  still  carried 
their  weapons  of  offence  or  defence ;  and  though  these  were 
not  very  formidable,  yet  one  would  have  supposed  they  were 
often  effectual  enough  for  the  intimidation  of  robbers,  two  or 
three  of  whose  heads  we  noticed  hanging  up  in  cages  to  the 
trees.  Even  the  pedlars  mounted  anus;  and  it  Tvas  impos- 
sible to  forbear  smiling  when  a  slim  young  scion  of  that 
branch  of  industry — ^like  anything  but  a  fighting  man — 
passed  us  with  a  rusty  scabbardless  sword  of  most  portentous 
breadth,  and  tmce  the  length  of  his  pack,  stuck  between  the 
cords  which  bound  his  small  fortune.  He  seemed  a  veritable 
Corporal  Nym,  and  the  very  man  to  exclaim^  when  pushed  to 
extremities  — 

*I  dare  not  fight,  but  I  wilt  wink,  and  hold  out  mine  iron.  It  is  a 
simple  one;  but  wbat  thougli  ?  It  will  toast  cheesOj  and  it  will  cndare 
cold  ftS  another  man's  sword  will  ;  and  there's  the  humour  of  it/ 

Once  we  met  an  old  man  and  a  young  woman  astride 
of  a  gaily-caparisoned  little  donkey,  that  trudged  along  and 
was  apparently  nowise  loath  to  carry  the  loving  couple ;  and 
at  the  door  of  a  village  caravansary^  we  found  two  cavalry 
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soldiers  resting  from  some  long  journey.  Broad -set  strapping 
fellows  they  were,  with  the  ruddiness  on  their  cheeks  trying 
to  make  itself  manifest  through  their  deeply-tanned  skiJi. 
Tlieir  clothes  were  none  of  the  best,  even  for  Chinese  sol- 
diers j  their  heads  liad  not  come  under  the  barber's  hands  for 
some  time,  and  they  looked  fatigued  and  hungry ;  yet  they 
had  a  free-and-easy   rough-and-ready   bearing   about   them 
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which  rather  prepossessed  me  in  their  favour  as  soldiers, 
and  they  seemed  to  have  lots  of  stamina  for  many  a  long 
ride,  little  to  eat^  and  bad  weather,  as  well  as  for  the  more 
serious  concomitants  of  war,  Theii^  |}onies  were  very  small, 
but  wiiy,  with  their  long  tails  and  manes  tied  securely  i» 
rough  plaits  and  knots,  and  their  foi-elocks  bound  up  in  tufts 
like  horns-  The  dusty  saddles  were  worn-out,  and  veiy  old, 
and  had  the  antiquated  sword  slung  on  one  side^  and  the 
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small  matchlock,  ornamented  with  red  horse-hair  at  the  stock 
and  muzzle,  on  the  other.  They  scarcely  bestowed  on  us 
one  or  two  furtive  glances,  when  they  resumed  the  animated 
conversation  with  the  other  travellers,  which  we  had  rather 
suddenly  interrupted. 
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ELETATIOK  OF   THE   Li?fD  —  TQVTH    OP    PAT-TA-PC  —  GAMES    OF    CELAXCE 

—  THE    nUlN-HO  —  CtJRIOUS  MONCMEKT  AND   LLAMA  PRIESTS SUBimBS 

OF    MOUKPEjr — ^TIIK   POLICE    A3JD    THEIR    COMMANDER — CLEARlNCi    IM 
WAY — ^TRE   STREETS  AND   TRADES  ANl>  THE  CROWD — A  FAT    BONIFACE 

CONDlTlOli      OF      THE     CAPITAL TAliTAR     TRACES  ^ — A     BIRDVeTI: 

TIEW. 

SINCE  leaving  Newchwang,  the  country*  appeared  to  be 
rigiing,  yet  so  gradually  us  almost  to  be  imperceptible; 
and  it  still  bore  the  same  well-tilled  agreeable  aspect  it  had 
done,  mth  some  few  exceptions,  all  along  our  ride.     Harvest 
operations  had  just  conmieiiced ;  the  weather  was  lovely; 
and  there  seemed  to  be  nothing  wanting  to  complete  the 
happiness   of  the   peasantr}%   who   thronged   in   the   fields 
singing  and   toiling-     Everywhere,  the  land  —  winch  was  fl 
light  —  looked  to  be  productive  and  rich  in  all  the  elements  ~ 
necessary  for  the  culture  of  the  plants  grown  upon  it,  wth- 
out  requiring  a  verj^  great  amount  of  manure  or  labour;  and 
the  neiglLbourhood  of  the  lulls,  with  the  jirevalence  of  m 
breezes,   must  have  greatly  favoured  the  abundance  and-j 
quality  of  the  cereals  so  largely  dealt  in. 

As  we  advanced,  we  got  glimpses  of  never-tiring  scoute 
galloping  a  long  way  ahead,  who  did  us  no  maimer  of  service, 
so  far  as  we  could  see;  but  who,  on  tlie  contmiy,  collected 
all  the  idle  and  curious  of  all  tlie  hanJets  and  villages  n^r 
t)y  their  reports,  and  we  found  these  assembled  at  some  con- 
Tenient  spot  close  to  which  we  must  pass,  where  they  prj^etl, 
joked,  and  speculated  regarding  us- 

The  people  were,  howev^er,  to  all  intents  and  purposes — con- 
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sidering  the  wonderful  sight  of  two  sucli  mortals  as  we  must 
have  apjx»ared  to  them  —  civil  and  well-behaved,  juid  not  a 
fault  could  we  find  A\'ith  their  conduct  in  iuiy  way.  Their 
bewilderment  was  sometimes  beyond  all  description.  I  tliink 
I  shall  never  forget  the  eager  anxiety  of  two  blind  villagei's, 
who  knelt  in  front  of  one  of  these  congregations,  wth  their 
arms  clasping  young  boys,  to  know  all  about  what  we  were 
like,  and  ever3rthing  concerning  our  appearance  that  could  be 
conveyed  to  them  by  words. 

In  a  pretty  little  stretch  of  ^'niral  beauty,  but  where  the 
road  was  a  complete  canal  and  forbade  a  passage  to  our 
ponies,  we  were  obliged  to  pass  round  a  village  through  a 
narrow  path  between  hedgerows,  in  order  to  gain  a  more 
secure  footing  and  a  readier  highway.  While  doing  this 
we  heard  the  mumbling  of  a  voice  as  if  a  person  was  reading, 
and,  glancing  over  the  fence,  saw  a  good-looking  coimtry- 
woman  in  her  garden  perusing  a  book.  Some  remark  we 
made  disturbed  her,  and  darting  at  us  but  one  brief  and 
terrified  squint,  she  sprung  up  from  her  seat,  took  to  her 
heels  like  a  startled  hare,  and  bounded  over  the  lower 
shrubs  and  furrows,  smft  paced  as  Atalanta,  the  daughter  of 
Schoeneus.  Unluckily — and  before  we  had  time  to  assure 
her  of  our  innocuousness  and  mortality — something  tripped 
her  up,  and  she  sustained  a  heavy  fall  on  the  hard  ground ; 
but  this  little  diminished  her  alacrity,  for  she  was  up  and 
away  again  in  a  twinkling,  until  concealed  by  the  trees. 
Her  ideas  must  have  been  rather  deranged  for  some  time 
afterwards. 

Towards  nightfall  we  reached  the  neat  little  town  of  Pay- 
ta-pu,  where  there  was  a  very  picturesque  pagoda  rather  the 
worse  for  wear,  built  in  the  South  China  fashion.  Here  our 
Ying-tsze  conductor  wished  us  to  remain  for  the  night,  as 
we  had  been  a  long  day  in  the  saddle ;  but  being  some  eight 
or  ten  miles  from  Moukden,  we  were  intent  on  pushing  as 
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near  to  that  place  as  possible,  so  as  to  get  in  at  a  good  hour 
next  day. 

After  a  deal  of  murmuring  we  resumed  our  course,  and 
sprawling  about  in  the  dark,  through  long  fields  tenatit^'d 
only  by  black  pigs,  and  frogs,  and  toads j  whose  croakings 
were  awfully  dismal,  we  were  compelled  to  hall  in  a  veiy 
wTetched  assemblage  of  hovels  boasting  of  two  inns,  one  of 
which  was  occupied  by  I'agged  men  gmublmg  by  very  dim 
lights. 

^  The  great  Khan,'  says  Marco  Polo,  '  has  proliibit<?d  aU 
gambling  and  other  species  of  fraud  to  which  this  people  are 
addicted  beyond  any  other  upon  earth  ;'  biit  the  great  imd 
little  khans  who  have  succeeded  Kublai  do  not  seem  to  have 
understood  the  proper  means  for  the  suppression  of  gamai  of 
chance,  for  in  everyone  of  these  places^  whenever  two  or 
three  men  got  together,  the  dice  bowl  and  cards  formed  the 
only  amusement-  In  this  case  the  accommodation  was  so  ^-^ 
l)ad,  and  landlord  tmd  guests  were  so  deeply  engaged  in  ^r^ 
theii'  game,  that  we  were  driven  to  an  opposition  hosteliy  ^  ^| 
where  the  pix>prietor,  after  the  suiprise  we  caused  in  hi^^^^ 
bosom  had  subsided,  received  us  with  more  attention,  antE:^  .d 
rather  unceremoniously  ejected  a  nimiber  of  questionabW  JDe 
individuals  who  had  been  sUiking  their  ca.sh,  smoking  theiM-^ffir 
tobacco  or  opium,  and  drinking  their  sam^lui.  The  lon;^  mig 
room  was  awfully  dirty,  dusty,  and  cobwebby,  and  iXv^mr^m 
hunuod  bi^usliing  of  it  by  two  or  three  imps  nearly  stifle* 
us ;  yet  glad  were  we  to  find  a  place  to  rest  and  sleep  h 
though  surrounded  by  filth  and  breathing  an  almost  p^st 
lential  atmosphere. 

The  strip  of  countrj^'  we  passed  through  before  re-achii»^ 
the  Huin  Ho,  or  Muddy  River,  was   not  particularly  ima- 
teresting  ;  and  there  was  nothing  to  betoken  the  vicinage  of 
a  large  city  in  the  universtd  hush  and  stillness  aniund  u>. 
Til  is  river,  another  tributary  of  the  Liau,  was  of  a  good 
width,  and  the  few  clusters  of  masted  lighters  gathered  at 


THE   HUIN   no.  519 

odd  bends  of  its  course,  proved  that  it  was  navigable  thus 
far.  The  current  ran  fast  over  a  shingly  bottom,  and  as  it 
was  unfordable,  rafts — consisting  of  a  platform  lashed  on 
two  small  boats — ^were  plying  across  -svith  passengers.  The 
scenery  on  the  banks  and  away  beyond,  was  not  unpleasant. 
The  mountains  were  toned  down  by  distance  into  a  bluish- 
grey  as  they  receded  towards  the  east ;  before  us  was  a 
closely- wooded  level ;  and  to  the  right  and  left,  gardens  and 
fields.  Wherever  a  foot  of  ground  could  be  cultivated,  there 
stood*  its  allotment  of  millet,  beans,  or  wheat ;  and  when  it 
proved  obdurate,  there  was  the  labourer  at  work  trying  to 
improve  it.  The  high  ground  and  the  northerly  direction 
we  had  pursued,  ensured  us  the  benefit  of  a  climate,  than 
which  nothing,  we  thought,  could  be  finer.  The  sun  had 
lost  much  of  its  intensity  ;  the  sickliness  of  the  lower  land  to 
the  west  and  south  had  vanished,  and  we  felt  that  we 
breathed  a  respimble  and  enjoyable  atmosphere. 

The  last  three  mornings  had  been  indeed  delightful,  and 
the  beneficial  change  the  weather  had  wrought  in  us,  con- 
spired to  make  our  trip  an  exceedingly  happy  one. 

We  ferried  across  the  stream.  We  discovered  it  to  be  of 
variable  depth,  from  the  fact  of  our  ponies — which  were  being 
towed  behind  the  ratt — finding  bottom  twice  or  tlirice  before 
we  got  to  the  opposite  side.  It  was  now  only  a  mile  to  the 
cai)ital  we  had  so  ardently  longed  to  reach,  and  to  visit 
which  we  had  ventured  so  much. 

We  climbed  the  gentle  ascent  from  the  Huin  H6,  and  were 
much  gratified  to  find  ourselves  in  a  regular  park  of  old  -svillows, 
gnarled  and  hoaiy,  gro>ving  at  i-andom  over  a  large  expanse 
of  ground.  The  coolness  of  their  shade  was  delicious,  and  it 
was  a  treat  to  feel  the  elastic  turf'  spring  under  one  again, 
and  to  inhale  the  air  that  hung  about  the  pendent  bmnches 
so  lightly.  It  was  singularly  pleasant  to  revel  in  the  mingled 
light  and  darkness  caused  by  the  early  morning  sun  flashing 
through  the  gaps  in  the  leafy  canopy,  and  to  know  by  the 
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tindisturbednaturo  of  the  ground,  and  the  venerable  appear- 
ance of  the  tiTiiber,  that  this  ssmall  forest  was 

*  Not  hy  art^ 
VmuI  i)f  the  lreo&*  own  inclination  mndc'^ — 

fur  everywhere  else  on  our  journey  the  hand  of  roan  had 
fashioned  the  landscape,  and  a  patch  of  ground  left  untouched 
for  a  few  years  was  indeed  a  novelty. 

There  was  a  good  wide  road  on  one  side  of  this  park,  and 
across  it  stood  a  curious  Ta^  or  pagoda  nionument,  wirli  the 
I'emahis  of  whicli  we  were  particularly  interestt^d,  as  it  fonued 
a  strange  feature  in  the  fort'gronnd  of  a  picture  ma^le  by 
the  trees,  a*  high  brick  wall,  and  the  yeUow-tiled,  curved 
roofs,  of  a  Llama  teiuple,  which  bore  the  title  of  Wariff  ffi-iftf^y 
— meaning  the  temple  of  the  ten  tliousand  beatitudes  or 
felicitous  ti'anrformations  of  the  Buddhistic  friith. 

This  structure  may  have  been  about  fifty  or  sixtj*  feet  high, 
and  many,  many  years  ago  have  been  a  somewhat  Imndsotne 
monument  of  the  kind,  but  now  it  was  fast  falling  to  decay. 
The  plaster  which  had  once  covered  it  was  altogether  reniovcd^^Fl 
in  many  places^  and  the  bricks  composing  its  interior  weix^^^jw 
hei'e  and  there  abstracted,  leaving  nnsightly  defiL'iencies  in  it^^  3 
outline.  In  shape  it  was  not  very  unlike  one  of  those  ijumensc^-.i^^: 
glass  bottles  used  to  contain  vitriol  at  honie^ mounted  as  i  t  was  r^rj 
a  wide  pedestal,  ornamented  mih  the  tutelaiy  dogs,  elephant?: 
and  other  Buddhic  symlx)ls,  and  lU  top  set  off  with  a  coppe^^^er 
curtain  frmged  by  bells,  on  which  was  fixed  a  crescent.  Tl 
form  of  this  antiquated  variety  of  religious  architecture  \\t= 
not  quite  unknown  to  me,  for  I  had  often  I'eniarked  diiiwin*. 
of  similar  edifices  in  paintings  connc^t^d  with  the  Llaii 
doctrinal  creed.  In  a  large  niche  in  fronts  suri'oundcd 
lotus  leaves,  or  something  intended  to  represent  flames,  the?=  it?  I 
was  a  character  inscribed  in  red  paint,  but  it  was  so  cflaecif/ 
by  time  as  to  be  illegible. 

Plants  grew  thickly  on  every  place  tliat  could  give  thernu 
hold,  niid  a  young  tree  had  fixed  itself  in  a  very  couspicoot;*? 


they,  with  a  crowd  of  stragglers,  entirely  frustrated  our  pur- 
pose; for  in  their  irresistible  desire  to  see  what  was  doing, 
and  to  watch  the  movements  of  the  wondrous  peu  that  re- 
quired no  mk — as  they  st)  led  the  pencil — they  brought  their 
faces  and  unpleasant  breath  into  such  near  contact,  that  we 
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were  glad  to  bid  them  an  abrupt  good  morning,  after  they 
had  informed  us  that  there  was  a  pagoda  like  this  one  on 
each  side  of  the  capital. 

Tlie  vosid  led  us  into  a  suburb  with  but  ordinary  houses, 
at  first  saittered,  then  drawing  closer  and  closer  on  both 
sides,  until  we  reached  a  low  narrow  gateway — which  might 
have  been  the  entrance  to  a  garden  or  small  couilyard,  in  a 
mud  wall  that  stretched  away  on  either  side,  about  the  height 
and  widtli  uf  what  could  be  cleared  by  an  ordinary  hunter, 
and  covered  with  grass  and  young  willows. 

This,  which  we  had  nearly  passed  without  noticing,  we 
aftenvardf^  dis^covei^ed  was  the  outer  wall  of  the  dty  of 
Moukden,  and  enclosed  what  might  be  called  the  suburban 
or  comraei'cial  portion  of  the  Taii:ar  capital.  Entering  this 
gateway,  and  passing  a  small  hut  on  our  left,  before  whiclL_ 
sfit  two  snuffy  old  carles,  bUiiking  at  some  four  useless  spe 
in  a  rack,  we  were  in  the  south  street  of  the  outer  cit}'^^^^ 
within  siglit  of  the  towei^s  and  parapet  of  the  imperiaMJ 
enclosure,  which  nre  not  unlike  those  of  Peking ;  and  in  thi  --- 
midst  of  a  bustling,  yet  orderly  crowd,  that  kept  rapidlys^^ 
augmenting  as  the  buzz  of  surprise  and  excitement  drew  th^^v 
more  industrious  from  their  lalx>ui's  or  occuimtions  withiwigi 
dooi^s. 

The  street  was  wide — almost  a,s  wide  as  any  we  had  seem:^ 
at  Peking  —  and  a  great  deid  better  to  ride  in,  tor  there  wene 
no  ruts  or  holes  to  break  one*s  horse*s  legs  in,  or  pools  of 
stinking  crater  to  avoid,  though  there  was  n  good  deal  of 
dust.     The  shops  and  houses,  still  single-storied,  were  regu- 
larly built;  mid  the  imsightly  inequalities  on  the  side^  of 
this  and  the  narrower  streets  which  biuuched  off  from  it, 
caused  by  some  disreputable  hovel  standing  forwartl  balf-a- 
dozen  feet  in  front  of  the  others,  were  veiy  few  and  almost 
exceptional* 

Before   we   had  ridden    a   hundred   yards   through  the 
running  and  shouting  crowds,  we  were  made  awai^  of  the 
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presence  of  a  posse  of  the  guardians  of  the  peace,  who 
seemed  to  have  sprung  out  of  the  ground,  under  the  leader- 
ship of  a  valiant  superintendent.  This  responsible  com- 
mander was  a  little  withered  old  man  mounted  on  a  very 
diminutive  doTikey.  and  almost  hidden  from  observation  by  a 
great  conical  summoi'  hat,  fer  too  large  for  his  minute  skull, 
covered  as  it  was,  .too,  by  a  tremendous  red  oflBicial  fringe 
that  made  it  look  like  an  enormous  scarlet  flower,  the  calyx 
of  which  had  been  reversed  —  extinguisher-fashion  —  and 
lashed'  to  his  chin.  A  pair  of  glistering  mouse-eyes  peered 
out  at  times  when  a  sudden  movement  threw  the  silken 
curtain  to  one  side,  and  then  we  could  see  they  were  busy 
enough  looking  out  for  offending  small  boys  and  easily- 
terrified  young  men. 

The  quadruped  he  bestrode  was  scarcely  larger  than  a 
middle-sized  Newfoundland  dog,  but  it  was  faii4y  buried 
between  a  gigantic  pair  of  black  satin  boots  with  canoe-shaped 
toes  and  clog  soles  of  unimpeachable  whiteness,  tltrust  as  far 
as  they  could  go  into  a  ponderous  pair  of  bi'ass  dmgon- 
mouthed  stirrups. 

There  he  darted  about  like  a  firefly,  with  his  meagre 
"body  badly  done  up  in  white  cotton  and  primrose-coloured 
gauze,  and  "vvith  boots  and  hat  almost  touching  eiich  other, 
giving  his  orders  in  a  torrent  of  squeaking  aspirations,  against 
the  mirthful  character  of  which  there  was  no  use  attempting 
resistance. 

He  was  as  closely  attended  as  might  be  expected  fi'om 
a  man  of  his  active  habits,  by  a  great  fat  fellow,  evidently  a 
subordinate,  who  sat  i)crched  upon  the  croup  of  an  ass, 
anything  but  U})  to  its  work,  and  wriggling  along  at  a  very 
uncomfortable  pace.  This  was  possibly  a  deputy-inspector 
of  the  Moukden  police,  as  our  shrimpy  little  friend  was 
visibly  a  full-blown  inspector,  from  the  great  deference  paid 
to  him  by  the  inferiors  of  that  respectable  forcc^,  who  marched 
so  closely  about  us  as  nearly  to  blind  and  suftbcate  us  with 
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dust.  Poor  little  man!  the  officious  imd  very  conspicuuus 
zeal  with  which  he  headed  the  efibrts  of  these  cojistables  tc 
conduct  tJie  intiiisive  strangers  witliin  the  walls  of  the  citj 
were  strikinf^dy  coinicnL    Like  the  law-s<?rjeant  of  Cliaucer'j 

satmcal  sketcli  in  the  *  Canterbury  Tales  * — 

'  Nowhere  6o  busy  a  man  as  lie  tliere  ii*ai, 
And  jet  he  seemed  busier  tlian  he  was.' 

Pouncing  from  one  side  wth  a  great-small  shout,  he  would 
stoutly  chai*ge  a  flyiug  body  of  ragged  urchins,  ably  seconded 
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in  his  daring  deed  by  the  animal  he  held  within  his  knc 
for  between  them  there  must  have  been  some  sort  of  gynipa- 
thetic  communication,  matured  through  long  years  of  eon- 
tact,  and  during  which  the  hair  of  both  had  become  sUvery  i 
grey,  as  the  donkey  required  no  urging  or  tugging,  but  intui- 
tively  made  for  the  tiniest  and  slowest-going  boy,  because  ho 
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was  easiest  reached  or  followed;  and  when  the  regulated 
number  of  whacks  from  the  short-lashed  whip  had  fallen 
with  due  precision  on  the  bare  head  or  shouldei's  of  the  grin- 
ning vagabond,  the  two  would  return  to  their  post  again, 
followed  by  the  stout  aide,  who  had  some  difficulty  in 
managing  his  long-eared  steed,  and  was  continually  puffing, 
blowing,  and  perspiring  fix)m  the  unwonted  exertion. 

Though  busy  enough  looking  about  for  something  novel 
in  this  newly-discovered  city,  our  attention  was  distracted 
every  few  minutes  by  these  over-prudent  servants  of  justice, 
who  evidently  thought  they  had  a  good  job  and  were  deter- 
mined to  make  the  most  of  it.  Whenever  the  amazed  people 
began  to  show  a  little  more  anxiety  or  curiosity  than  was 
thought  judicious  or  respectful,  or  when  a  few  impulsive 
beings  stuck  themselves  in  the  middle  of  the  road,  at  a 
squeak  from  the  chief,  a  bellow  from  the  second  in  command, 
and  a  general  shout  from  the  *  force,'  cuts  of  whips  and  liveh' 
jumps  enveloped  us  in  clouds  of  dust. 

One  of  these  fellows  pointed  out  a  lane  to  our  conductor, 
who  immediately  wheeled  down,  and  led  the  way  until  we 
came  to  an  inn,  where  in  the  courtyard  the  landlord  was 
found  meditating  amid  heaps  of  bricks  and  mortar.  A  con- 
fused jabber  and  clatter  of  tongues  was  at  once  set  up,  which 
at  length  ended  by  our  being  informed  that  there  was  no 
suitable  accommodation  for  us — a  mild  way  of  announcing 
that  we  were  not  wanted  on  the  premises :  so  a  prolonged 
conversation  between  another  functionaiy  and  our  guide 
ensued,  when  it  was  settled  that  we  should  go  to  an  hotel 
within  the  imperial  wall.    . 

Houses,  stores,  and  workshops  ran  up  to  the  very  base  of 
this  wall,  and  in  many  of  the  latter  we  saw  armourei^s  at 
work  manufacturing  matchlocks,  and  bows  and  arrows  in  large 
quantities.  From  the  external  gate  in  the  extenial  earthen 
bank  to  this  inner  gate,  the  length  of  the  street  may  have 
been  fully  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  and  all   along  it  was 
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crowded  mth  tradespeople  and  nrtiziinsj  who  looked  hoUi 
hf^nlthy  and  liappy. 

That  was  indeed  a  prond  and  joyful  moment  when  we 
gained  the  large  bastion — which  differed  from  all  cithers 
we  Iiad  yet  entered,  l)y  liaving  two  archways,  one  on  each 
side — ^and,  rattling  o^^^r  the  granite  slabs  that  jiaved  the 
intervening  space  between  it  and  the  inner  city,  tbnnd 
onrseh'es  within  the  real  limits  of  the  Mantchn  metropjlis. 
What  less  could  I  do  than  doff  my  turban  and  reverentially 
salute  the  grim  walls  which  then  contained  two  Britons,  for 
the  first  time  knoivn  as  such  here,  and  conceak'd  bv  no 
native  artifice  or  born»wed  costume?  ?  We  had  gained  our 
cherished  object  at  the  end  of  a  long  journey^  the  termi- 
nation of  which  no  one  could  prognosticate  without  some 
feeling  of  doubt  or  alarm  when  it  was  begun* 

Small  space  was  given    to  see  where  we  wen*,  for   tlie 
ci^owd,  though  a  stationary  one,  extended  in  every  direction 
and  precluded  all  chances  of  examining  the  houiies  or  clia- 
i-acter  of  the  wide  thoroughtare  into  wliieli  we  %vere  no^ 
launched.     Fortunately  the  pix>misctl  inn  ^\ras  neur,  and  w 
made  a  kind  of  triumphal  entry  into  the  neat  courtyanl-^ 
where  another  liody  of  jKilice  armed  wnth  huge  whijis  lik 
the  Russian  knout  stood  ready  to  Veceive  and  to  guard  us 
An  Heti\-e  refl-faced  little  mandarin  stepped  furward  and  ttxil 
our  party  in  charge  at  once,  without  giving  us  the  sligbtes 
verbal  intimation  to  that  effect. 

An  order  to  his  men  to  clear  the  squai'c  of  the  mob  ilmt 
had  burst  past  oui*  late  escort  outside,  was  Imt  pai*tially 
successful,  tliough  cuts  and  shouts  were  freely  used  to 
enforce  it. 

The  host,  or  mimager,  or  whwver  he  was,  c^nic  to  tlii' 
frontj  and  tried  to  be  as  amiable  and  talkative  as  an  under- 
sized  man  can  be  who  is  labouring  under  a  strong  sense  of 
asphyxia  from  fatty  accumulations  everywhere — l>nt  more 
especially  in   the   region   of  the   face   and    thn>at— and  is 
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quaking  from  a  great  di-ead  of  our  presence*  He  introduced 
us  to  one  room,  which  had  been  a  lumber  store  previous  to 
our  arrival-  We,  without  delay  or  scruple,  objected  to  the 
iosult.  He  strove  to  remonstrate,  but  made  such  tedious 
and  painful  efforts  to  speak  thTOugh  his  consti-icted  windpipe 
that  we  had  no  patience,  and,  we  fear,  as  little  sympathy 
for  his  corpulence  :  so  we  rushed  out  of  the  detestable  apart- 
rnent^  fully  impressed  with,  the  idea  that  the  }>eople  wished 
to  degrade  us  by  lodging  us  in  the  filthiest  rooms  in  the 
house- 

Another  hovel  was  then  thrown  open  to  xis,  worse  if  pos- 
sible than  the  last,  as  it  was  in  a  state  of  thorough  dilapida- 
tion. We  would  not  look  at  it,  and  loudly  protested  against 
such  uncourteous  treatment  of  far-travelled  strangers,  who 
civilly  claimed  their  hospitality  and  were  willing  to  pay 
for  it. 

The  mandarin  commenced  a  lono:  hamno^e  with  the 
asthmatical  host,  who  would  maintain  that  his  house  was 
engaged,  and  there  was  nowhere  else  he  could  put  us  ;  but 
when  he  saw  that  we  were  not  to  be  imposed  upon,  he 
suddenly  remembered  there  was  one  room  yet  unoccupied, 
and  with  no  good  grace  he  took  us  to  it. 

Enclosed  ^vithin  a  little  brick  wall  fancifully  built  with 
lots  of  crucial  spaces  in  it,  this  chamber  was  certainly  better 
than  the  others,  though  it  was  dark  and  dirty:  so,  being 
tired  with  bothering^  and  nearly  choked  with  dust  and  thii'st, 
we  consented  to  take  it.  A  few  minutes'  re  st  sufficed  to 
refresh  ourselves  sufficiently  to  think  of  moving  out  to  see 
how  the  population  nnd  their  rulers  stood  affected  towards 
our  perambulating  the  streets,  and  visiting  whatever  might 
be  worth  l(X>king  at  j  and  as  the  larger  portion  of  the  vast 
assemblage  of  Moukdenites  had  been  driven  or  talked  away 
from  the  courtyard  by  the  police,  the  opportunity  promised 
well  for  a  ride,  as  our  ponies  were  stUl  saddled  and  ready. 
The  guide  whom  we  had  brought  from  Newchwang  said  he 
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knew  the  city  well,  and  gave  us  reason  to  hope  that  we 
should  be  amply  repaid  for  our  trouble,  aa  there  were  many 
things  of  great  interest  in  the  place* 

There  were  a  number  of  well-dressed  people  loitering 
about  outside  expecting  to  get  a  look  at  us,  and  as  soon  ns 
we  launched  among  them  another  buzz  and  tumult  of  wunder 
and  astonishment  burst  out  from  them,  as  well  as  from  the 
throng  held  back  in  the  street  by  the  merciless  thongs  of 
the  guard-  To  them  everything  alx)ut  us  was  dumb- 
foundering,  inexplicable,  or  marvellous,  and  the  manifesta- 
tions of  their  emotions  were  as  various  as  in  any  western 
crowd^ — though,  perhaps,  our  friends  were  more  polished  and 
civil  in  their  behaviom*  than  the  generality  of  mobs  we  liave 
seen  nearer  home. 

Some  were  rather  apt  to  giggle  and  titter  at  our  un* 
shaven  lieads  and  faces,  and  to  crack  facetious  jokes  at  our 
expense;  othei^  were  lost  in  admiration  with  the  leather  of 
our  boots  and  the  cloth  of  our  coats;  some  would  persist 
in  doing  notliing  but  stare  intently  in  our  faces,  as  if  they 
expected  us  to  turn  them  upside  down ;  two  or  three  looked 
astounded  and  perplexed,  apparently,  at  our  audacity  and-^E 
independence  in  venturing  so  far  alone,  and  the  cool  easy^^' 
manner  with  which  we  moved  and  conducted  ourselves^  *; 
wliile  others,  scarcely  satislied  with  looking  freely,  used  thei^i^  ^ 
sense  of  touch,  and  laid  inquisitive  fingers  upon  us — one  ir:^K3i 
paiticular  was  found  with  lus  hands  in  the  bottom  of  one  o^^cof 
M/s  coat  jjockets.  A  shriek  of  agony  and  alarm  broke  fit>ii^  ni: 
an  old  man  who,  on  hands  and  knees  was  squatted  behind  m-  ^^e 
to  inspect  mom  closely  my  hunting-spurs,  when  I  unwit^H- 
tingly  stept  back  and  sent  the  shai*p  rowels  into  his  bc 
and  thigh. 

Just  as  we  were    about  to  mount,  and  M.  was  givift-. 
directions  to  the  guide,  a  pett}^  official^  many  of  whom  we^*^ 
dodging  about  and  watching  our  movements,  stq)t>cd  up  arnf 
whimpered  loud  enough  for  M.  to  hear  lum,  that  the  man 
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was  not  to  go.  This  advice  or  counsel  to  om*  conductor  at 
this  early  penod  of  our  visit  was  not  to  be  borne^  and  my 
companion  at  once  hunted  the  fellow  off,  '     '' 

As  soon  as  we  emerged  from  the  gateway  of  the  inn, 
eight  or  ten  losty  guardians  on  foot  attached  thera- 
to  us,  and  by  their  noisy  demonstrations  were  8i>eedily 
attracting  that  attention  far  and  near  that  would  have  put 
an  end  to  our  explorations,  when  we  started  off  at  a  smart 
trot  northwards.  In  a  few  minutes  they  and  the  multitude 
were  out-distanced,  and  we  were  at  comparative  Hberty  to 
move  about  where  we  liked,  so  long  as  we  did  not  stop  at 
any  one  place  and  give  the  people  time  to  collect. 

If  Peking  was  a  disappointment  to  those  of  us  who, 
in  the  preceding  year,. had  expected  to  see  a  great  and 
a  grand  city  —  a  capital  with  superb  palatial  buildings, 
streets  unsurjiassed  for  width  and  cleanliness,  and  crowded 
with  triumphal  arches,  where  all  the  weiilth  and  magtd- 
fieence  of  a  rich  and  mighty  empire  had  been  stored  — 
and  if  we  had  found  it  as  tmpleasant  as  opening  a 
musty  old  tome  that  has  been  Ijring  covered  with  mildew 
in  some  mouldering  ruin  for  centuries,  and  in  which  moth 
and  maggot  have  done  their  work,  leaving  only  the  massive 
buildings  which  envelope  the  decayed  leaves  intact  —  then 
Moukden  could  indeed  lay  claim  to  having  excited  in  us  a 
degree  of  pleasurable  surprise,  until  then  unknown  in  our 
rambles  in  the  land. 

The  great  regularity  of  the  streets — the  ample  breadth 
of  the  principal  ones — the  absence  of  filthy  and  indecent 
displays  at  their  sides,  such  m  everywhere  offend  the 
eyes  and  nose  in  Peking ;  the  uniform  height  and  frontage 
of  the  shops,  and  their  respectable,  though  far  from  gaudy 
appearance,  and  the  total  absence  of  tumble-down  wooden 
arches,  or  Fai-lus^  such  as  in  almost  every  other  town 
obstructed  the  way  or  marred  the  prospect ;  quite  took  our 
good  opinions  by  storm,  because  the  change  was  unexpected, 
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for  we  had  long  ceased  to  imagine  that  a  tolerable  city- 
existed  in  the  country. 

Moukden,  so  far  as  our  experience  went^  was  pronounced 
to  be  the  Edinburgh  of  the  Middle  Kingdom.     The  people 
were  well,  though   not   luxuriantly,   dressed,  and  I  do  not 
think  during   our  stay  we  noticed  a  beggar  or  a  ragged 
individual  within   its  walls.     There   were   large   stands  of^ 
cart-caba  with  excellent  mules  in  them,  superior  to  those  of 
Peking,    There  were  capital  shops  with  large  open  windows,  M 
in  which  were  counters  for  the  sale  of  furs,  native  cottons, 
dye-stuffs,   grain,    and    medicines,   as    well   as   ready-made 
clothing;  but  we  could  perceive  nothing  European,  save 
couple  of  boxes  of  German  lucifer  matches  which  we  saw 
when  we  afterwards  had  an  investigation  on  foot.     A  good 
proportion  of  these  shops  were  kept  for  the  manufactory  and 
sale  of  bows  and  arrows,  and  in  some  of  them  there  were 
splendid  specimens  of  the  skins  of  eagles  and  \^ltures. 

We  passed  several  large  Yamuns  or  government  buildings, 
before  which  were  drawn  up  dozens  of  cabs,  and  crowds  of 
attendants  awaiting  the  convenience  of  their  several  owners 
who  were  within,  probably  discust^ing  questions  con- 
cealing the  management  or  mismanagement  of  a  province 
the  length  and  breadth  of  which  is  estimated  at  TOO^OUO 
square  miles.  Each  of  these  public  offices  was  guarded  by 
rows  of  high  black  chevaiu;  de  frwe.  The  great  number  of 
officials — whether  mandarins,  servants,  or  soldiers  we  could 
not  always  distinguish  in  the  crowds  and  dust  we  often  got 
involved  in,  struck  us  as  extmordinary  for  such  a  small  city, 
and  such  a  comparatively  unimportant  capital  of  a  pix)\ince  j 
beyond  the  Great  Wall*  V 

Booths  and  stalls  there  wei*e  none,  and  even  the  nomadic 
vendors  of  eatables,  and   the   peripatetic   craftsmen  of  all  ■ 
grades  and  trades  Avho   roam  freely  elsewhere^  were  here     ■ 
invisible.     We  looked  closely  for  some  indications  of  Tartar 
existence,  but  without  success^  except  in  some  streets  whet^ 
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shops  were  devoted  to  the  fabrication  of  figures  or  effigiea 
nmde  of  reeds  and  covered  with  paper  to  represent  men  and 
women  servants  bearing  cups  of  tea  and  other  things  neces- 
stiry  for  a  fenst;  and  in  addition,  horses  and  stags,  modelled 
and  painted  in  a  sporting  stylcj  such  as  we  could  fancy  the 
Mantchus — as  wc  had  read  of  them — might  appi'eciate,  and 
desire  to  have  burnt  at  their  graves  to  do  them  service  in 
the  next  world. 

Something  of  this  kind  is  mentioned  by  Marco  Polo  as 
taking  place  at  the  funerals  of  Taitar  princes  in  his  day,  but 
the  victims  were  living  beings.  He  says,  after  speaking  of 
the  invariable  custom  of  interring  the  bodies  of  the  grand 
ktians  and  chiefs  of  the  race  of  Ghengis  Khan  at  a  certain 
lofty  mountain^  no  matter  where  they  may  have  died  — '  It 
is  likewise  the  custom^  duiing  the  progress  of  removing  the 
bodies  of  these  princes,  for  those  who  form  the  escort  to 
sacrifice  such  persons  as  they  may  chance  to  meet  on  the 
road,  sajing  to  them,  *'  Depart  for  the  next  world,  and  there 
attend  upon  your  deceased  master,"  being  impressed  with 
the  belief  that  all  whom  they  thus  slay  do  actually  become 
his  servants  in  the  next  life*  They  do  the  same  also  with 
respect  to  horses^  killing  the  best  of  the  stud  in  order  that 
he  may  have  the  use  of  them*  When  the  corpse  of  Mongu, 
the  fifth  Tartar  monarch,  and  gi^andson  of  the  great  Kublai 
Khan,  was  transjxjrted  to  this  mountain,  the  horsemen  who 
aeeompanied  it,  having  this  blind  and  horrible  persuasion, 
slew  upwards  of  twenty  thousand  persons  who  fell  in  their 
way.'  And  in  the  year  1661,  Shun-chi,  one  of  the  early 
emperoi-s  of  the  Mantchu  dynasty,  peri>etrated  the  dreadful 
atrocity  of  ordering  a  human  sacrifice  on  the  decease  of  a 
favourite  mistress  ;  but  one  of  his  ancestors,  Tien-Ming — so 
ivi4tes  the  Jesuit  Martinius  in  his  account  of  the  conquest  of 
China  by  the  Mantchus — vowed,  when  invading  China  to 
avenge  the  death  of  hb  father,  that  he  would  celebrate  the 
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burial  of  the  murdered  king  by  the  slaughter  of  two  hundred 
thousand  Chinese.* 

These  figures  seemed  to  us  to  be  the  only  relics  of  this 
cuatonij  and  the  sole  testimony  of  the  existence  of  the 
Mantchu  natioOj  for  we  could  gather  nothing  else  concerning 
thent- 

Near  the  end  of  the  long  street  we  had  first  hurried  along 
was  a  low  archway,  over  which  there  was  a  bell-tower  or 
chang-lu  in  a  rather  shaky  condition.  Speeding  through 
this  we  reached  the  wall,  and  soon  were  m  the  outer  ci^ 
again ;  but  as  there  was  notliing  to  be  seen  here  except  a 
shattered  pagoda,  we  returned  again  to  the  wall  and  entered 
by  a  west  gate.  This  was  a  quiet  part  of  the  to^vn,  and  as 
everybody  liad  been  outstripped  except  a  few  wild  young 
scamps,  who  managed  to  keep  pace  with  oui'  ponies,  and  a 
small  wicket  was  hard  by  that  opened  on  the  steps  leading 
up  to  the  top  of  the  brick  wall,  the  temptation  was  too 
strong  to  be  resisted.  A  momentaiy  glance  over  die  city 
from  such  an  elevation  would  tell  us  more  than  ^ys  of 
pdnful  search,  and  was  indeed  the  only  apparent  means  of 
arriving  at  any  sort  of  coiTect  idea  of  the  plan  and  dimen- 
sions  of  a  large  city  like  this,  stjmding  as  it  did  upon  a 
level  plain. 

Bacon's  advice  to  those  who  were  about  to  make  the 
grand  tour  in  his  time  seemed  now  to  be  for  once  in  our 
excursion  followed,  '  They  are,'  says  he,  so  far  as  memoiy 
serves  us,  '  to  set  forth  on  their  journey  under  some  tutor 
or  grave  servant,  and  their  objects  should  be  the  courts  of 
princes,  churches,  fortifications,  cities,  gardens  of  state.' 
Here  was  our  grave  serv^ant  ready  to  afford  us  any  assist^ 
ance  or  infoinnation  that  could  come  from  ivithin  bis  nant>w 
limits,  and  there  was  a  fortification — the  only  one  the  place 
could  boast  of,  and  from  which  we  w^^  to  have  a  prospect 
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of  the  other  details  mentioned.     The  idea  was  at  once  acted 

,  and  leaving  onr  ponies  to  shift  for  themselves,  we  opened 
the  wicket,  ascended  about  a  dozen  steps  to  a  small  square 
landing  of  brickwork,  and  then  mounted  the  inclined  plane 
that  led  to  the  rampart,  where  we  were  exceedingly 
gratified  to  find  the  city  mapped  out  for  us  below  in  a  fer 
more  satisfactory  way  than  if  we  had  traversed  the  streets 
one  by  one. 

The  wall  itself  exhibited  little  to  make  it  different  from 
other  city  walls,  and,  so  far  as  we  had  time  to  notice,  it  was 
a  fac-simile  of  the  Peking  fortification  on  a  smaller  scale- 
Its  height  might  be  about  thirty-five  or  forty  feet,  its  width 
the  base  about  twenty-five,  and  the  top  fifteen  feet, 
and  everywhere  it  was  in  good  order.  The  towers,  twelve 
in  number,  were  intact,  and  those  nearest  us  had  good 
doors  firmly  locked.  The  single  parapet  was  crenelated  in 
the  ordinary  way,  but  at  its  junction  with  the  rampart  were 
numbers  of  buiall  apertures  inclining  obliquely  downwards, 
for  the  purpose  possibly  of  pouring  a  vertical  fire  or  boiling 
water  on  the  heads  of  the  assailants  immediately  beneath. 
The  boundary  of  the  outer  wall  may  have  been  from  ten  to 
twelve  mites.  The  inner  or  imperial  had  a  circuit  of  about 
three  or  four  miles . 

The  outer  city  contained  the  largest  warehouses  and  the 
working  classes,  but  a  large  portion  of  its  extent  towards 
each  angle  was  either  taken  up  by  gardens  or  lying  waste. 
The  outer  as  well  as  the  inner  wall  had  eight  corresponding 
gates  called  great  and  little,  though  there  appeared  to  be  no 
difference  in  their  size^ — from  which  the  eight  principd 
streets  ran,  and  intersected  each  other  towards  the  middle 
of  the  imperial  town,  giving  an  appearance  of  regularity  and 
convenience  to  the  whole  rather  pleasing  to  the  eye. 

An  ancient  Chinese  authority  mentions  ^vith  regard  to  these 
eight  gates,  that  they  correspond  to  the  eight  principal  winds, 
the  book   of  customs    of  the  Ta-tsin    (the    present) 
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near,  the  other  the  portal  which  guards  the  interior;  two  to 
the  west,  of  which  the  first  is  the  gate  of  affection  for  those 
who  are  afiff  off,  and  the  second,  the  w^y  by  which  the 
strangers  and  tribute-bearers  come  to  pay  homage ;  of  two 
to  the  north,  one  is  called  the  gate  of  victories  which  brings 
back  good-fortune  and  power,  and  the  other  the  honourable 
gate  of  the  earth.' 

Conspicuous  above  the  other  buildings  in  the  city  stood 
two  towers  named  the  Ku-lu  and  the  Chang-lu  or  drum  and 
beU  towers,  and  between  them  and  the  south  side  of  the 
city,  exactly  in  the  centre,  was  a  mass  of  yellow-tiled  roofs 
of  various  heights  and  forms,  with  trees  interspersed,  which 
we  at  once  set  down,  and  correctly,  as  the  old  palace  of  the 
Tartar  sovereigns. 

Elsewhere  there  was  little  to  be  seen  but  the  tidy  streets 
alive  with  passengers,  crowds  of  housetops,  temple  roofs, 
and  green  trees.  According  to  E-toong-tche,  a  native 
geographer,  Moukden  is  a  city  of  the  first  order,  and  is 
placed  on  an  elevation ;  while  the  country  which  surrounds 
it  is  watered  by  a  number  of  rivers  which  renders  it  very 
fertile.  There  is  to  the  east  the  great  white  mountain — 
Chang-pi'Shan ;  to  the  west  the  country  of  E-hi ;  to  the 
south  the  river  Ya-lu.;  to  the  north  the  river  Hoontoung 
(obsolete  names). 
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HISTORY    OF    MOUKDEK  —  ACCOUNT    OF   IX   BT   FATHER  YERBlEST KlEX* 

lung's    KULOGIirU   OP    THE   TARTAH  CAPITAL THE    PE^     AKD    THE   KE 

—  l*OPULAR    KSClTEJffEKT    AT    OCR     APPEARANCE  —  A    MOUKDEN    MER- 

CnANT THE   TART  Alia  AT  A  HISCOUNT  —  OVR  VISIT  TO    THE    PALACl 

PREVENTED—- THE    W^ATER-QUH LOWEB    TEMPERA  TUBE  AT  MOUEHU? 

CHLNESi:     AETTST  —  RETtmN     JOURNEY  —  LOKB     JOHN     HAT POIKrt 

THE  DRAGONS ON   BOARD    THE    *  ODIN  * REVISITING   THE    WALL. 


THE  place  wherein  Moukden  now  stands  is  the  same  which 
in  the  almost  traditionary  times  of  Yau  (2357  B.C.) 
bore  the  name  of  Tsing-chow  j  in  his  successor's  time,  Eng- 
chow;  in  the  time  of  Han  (206  B.c.)^  Liau-tooiig-kiun  ;  and 
under  the  brilliant  Tang  djTiasty  (a.d*  (118),  Nan-toug-tau- 
hau-fou,  that  is  to  say,  *  the  place  which  guarantees  rest  and 
tmnqniUity  to  the  eastern  people,' 

Under  the  Tartar  houses  of  Liau  and  Kiu,  in  the  IStli 
century,  it  was  sometimes  called  Tunking,  or  the  Eastern 
Court,  ojid  at  others  Liau-yang,  or  the  Sun  of  the  Liaii* 
Under  the  Mongol  or  Yuen  dynasty,  it  was  commonly  calk-d 
Shin-yang-Iou,  signifying  properly  '  the  path  of  the  sun  ;*  and 
under  the  Mings,  the  affix  lou  was  changed  to  that  of  *  wL,^ 
city  or  burgh,  and  it  was  then  Shin-yang-wi,  the  city  or 
burgh  of  the  sun  ;  but  the  Mantchu  warrior,  Tien-ming,  the 
*  Providence  of  Heaven/  ha\ing  made  himself  master  of  the 
country  to  the  east  of  the  Great  Wall,  some  years  before  his 
death  deliberated  with  his  friends  on  the  choice  which  he 
ought  to  make  of  a  situation  for  his  court.  It  was  concluded 
that  this  ought  to  be  in  a  city,  purposely  built*    The  city  was 
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accordingly  founded,  and  received  the  designation  of  the 
Eastern  Court ;  bot  when  his  authority  and  influence  began  to 
extend  itself  to  the  Cliinese  side  of  the  Wall,  he  did  not  hesi- 
tate to  remove  his  residence  to  Shin- Yang,    ' 

Pive  years  later  (1630),  his  successor,  Tai-tsoung,  puUed 
down  the  walls  of  the  city,  and  rebuilt  them  on  a  larger  scale 
than  betbrCj  as  well  as  improving  the  buildings  genenilly. 
From  this  time  it  was  called  Moukden,  a  word  derived  froni  the 
Mantchu,  signifying '  to  grow,' '  to  rise/  *  to  augment  in  wealth 
and  honours,' '  to  flourish/  This  monarch  gave  to  his  reign  the 
title  of  Tien-tsoung,  raeaTiiug  '  by  the  palpable  manifestation 
of  Heaven,*  or  *  tlie  light  of  Heaven,^  because  he  believed  he  had 
been  called  by  the  Divine  WLU  to  rule  over  China.  His  son 
reigned  here  in  that  orange-tiled  palace,  but  his  grandson^ 
the  conqueror  of  the  Chinese  Empire,  pi^ferred  the  court  of 
Peking. 

In  the  10th  year  of  Kanghi  (1681)  the  walls  were  repaired, 
and  two  years  later  the  towers  above  the  gates  added,  about 
which  time  Father  Verbiest  came  in  the  suita  of  his  imperial 
master,  and  in  the  course  of  his  narrative — ^to  be  found  in  Du 
Ilulde — he  merely  says  of  it^  '  Shin- Yang,  the  capital  of  Liau- 
toong,  is  a  pretty  and  complete  city,  and  shows  the  remains 
of  an  old  palace.  Latitude,  41"*  50'.  The  needle  has  no 
variation  here.  Some  Coreans  having  presented  the  Etni)eror 
with  a  sea-calf,  he  showed  it  me,  asking  whether  Europeans 
mentioned  it-  I  told  him  we  had  a  book  in  our  library  at 
Peking  tliat  treated  of  its  nature,  and  liad  a  cut  of  it.  He 
longed  to  see  it,  and  iumiediately  despatched  a  courier  to  the 
Fathers  at  Peking,  who  brought  it  me  in  a  few  days.  He 
was  pleased  to  find  the  description  in  the  book  answer  to 
what  he  saw,  and  ordered  the  fish  to  be  sent  to  Peking  and 
kept  as  a  rarity.' 

The  enthusiastic  Kienlung,  a  century  later,  exhausts  his 
scholarly  energies  in  eulogising  this  city,  first  in  the  JMantchu 
inguage,  and    then   in   some  sixty-four  difixirent  forms  of 
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Chinese  writing,*  Before  visiting  the  native  pUce  of  his] 
fathers,  he  begins  at  Peking  his  poetical  chef'd*(sum*e^  by  an 
appeal  to  their  virtues  and  exalted  qualities,  though  perhaps 
forgetful  that  the  ancestral  princes  immediately  preceding  the 
noted  Tien-Ming  were  nothing  better  than  marauding  chief- 
tains of  a  petty  Tai'tar  horde  residing  in  this  neighbourhood. 

'  The  Empire,'  the  old  translation  runs,  '  being  trans- 
mitted  to  my  humble  care,  I  ought  to  leave  nothing  undone 
to  keep  alive  or  to  follow  tlie  virtues  of  my  ancestors ;  but  I 
justly  fear  that  I  shall  never  be  able  to  equal  them.  Every 
day  I  meditate  profoundly  on  the  means  which  I  ought  to 
adopt  to  aid  me  in  feebly  imitating  them,  and  to  render  them  ^ 
a  tithe  of  my  gratitude — every  day  I  prostrate  myself  before 
their  portraits,  and  I  render  them  the  moat  sincere  homage. 
It  is  at  these  times  above  all  tliat  I  am  transported  in  raind 
to  Moukden — to  those  venerable  places,  the  most  illustrious, 
the  most  glorious,  in  my  opinion,  of  all  those  which  the 
heavens  has  formed,' 

Soon  after,  he  reaches  this  city,  and  continues :  *  Arrived  at 
this  place,  where  my  ancestors  hi  other  days  held  their  court, 
I  found  my  heart  overflo\ving  with  filial  piet)^  and  I  ex- 
hibited all  the  proofs  of  it  of  which  I  was  capable.  I 
worshipped  the  smallest  things  that  might  represent  tie 
slightest  vestiges  of  my  fathers, 

'  I  saw  with  a  lively  and  inexpressible  joy  those  mountaiiis 
covered  with  verdure  (  a  mild  draw  on  his  imagination), 
those  nvers  where  rolls  a  pure  flood  (now  they  are  strongly 
tainted  by  mud),  that  fertile  country,  and  those  enchanting 
places  which  seem  yet  to  feel  the  presence  of  their  ancient 
mastei*s, 

*  Above  everything  else,  I  admu'ed  the  people,  so  sincere 
and  good,  who  live  happily  because  they  are  content 
with  their  lot,  and  who  live  without  fear  because  they  live 
in  the  honest  abundance  of  all  things. 


•  In  the  poem  before  mentionedj  as  translated  hy  Father  Amiot. 
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*  Behold  J  said  I  to  myself  in  a  tmnsport  of  delight,  behold 
really  a  kingdom  that  Heaven  favours !  It  is  now  I  am 
penetrated  by  that  satisfaction  and  bliss,  which  makes  the 
true  happiness  of  a  sovei*eign.  It  is  now  I  can  praise  myself 
for  seeking  those  sanctified  places,  which  have  been  the 
nursery  of  those  only  whom  we   can  regard  as   veritable 

'  Yes^  it  is  of  these  spots  that  the  most  remote  antiquity 
spoken  with  so  much  pmise  under  the  names  of  Pen  and 
'^Ke,*  It  is  sufficient  to  have  been  reared  in  Pen  or  in  Ke, 
or  only  to  have  dwelt  in  the  country  for  some  time,  to  be 
acknowledged  fit  to  govern  men!  You,  whose  position 
pto  the  north  of  the  waters  of  Simia  (called  in  Chinese 
Skm-shuay^  probably  a  general  name  for  the  waters  of 
Shin-yang),  insures  to  the  atmosphere  surrounding  you  a 
constant  salubrity ;  you,  that  the  grand  rivers  and  the  lofty 
mountains  render  a  fitting  bulwark  to  protect  the  world : — 
illustrious  city  of  Moukden,  you  are  distinguished  from  every 
other  city  in  all  the  other  countries  of  the  universe,  as  much 
as  the  tiger  and  the  dimgon  are  from  all  other  animals.  It 
■J8  on  you  that  the  great  empire  of  Ta-tsin  (the  Mantchu 
dynastic  title)  has  laid  the  solid  foundation  on  which  it  is 
reared-  The  deep  ditches  that  have  been  dug  around  your 
walls — your  walls  themselves,  which  are  so  strong  and  so 
high  — guard  you  from  all  suqirise  and  all  danger.  You  are 
at  once  the  heavens  and  the  earth-  You  represent  the  two 
all -potent  principles — the  Yang  and  the  Yin< 
™  '  It  is  within  your  walls  that  we  distinguish  and  appre- 
»«iate  everything;  it  is  there  where  the  nine  descriptions  of 
markets  are  found  (disposed  according  to  the  old  Chinese 
custom^  one  in  each  quarter  of  the  principal  winds,  and  one 
in  the  centre  —  devoted  to  the  sale  of  diff'erent  commodities), 


•  The  Pen  and  JTe  of  tbe  reign  of  Ciiow,  and  tLe  Foong  and  Pe  of  Han, 
llffe  the  old  poetical  names  for  this  country. 
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and  the  warehouses  of  five  classes ;  it  is  there  that  the  real 
doctrine  of  Kings — so  far  as  being  taught  to  govern  men 
well  applies — is  found  in  all  its  vigour,  and  it  is  from  thence 
that  this  knowledge  is  spread  to  enlighten  the  rest  of  the 
world.  You  are^  O  Moukdon !  the  Pen  and  the  Ke  of  Chow, 
You  are  the  Foong  and  the  Pe  of  Han!  Better  than  the 
village  of  Pe-shuay ;  better  than  the  Palace  of  King-chang,* 
you  are  the  proper  place  to  prepare  and  to  produce  Kings. 
The  lieavens  wliich  canopy  uSj  shine  with  nine  kinds  of  rays 
(in  allusion  to  an  old  poem  which  says,  'Hhe  red  light  that 
margins  the  Iiorizon  exhibits  nine  colours");  the  ^rth  that 
beai'S  us  contains  in  its  bosom  the  chief  of  all  treasures;  it 
throws  them  open  to  us, — it  brings  them  to  perfection, — ^it 
distributes  tliem  liberally  according  to  our  wants  or  our 
desires.  Do  we  cultivate  it  in  order  to  gain  from  that  which 
in  itself  would  produce  nothing?  Then  it  gives  us  always  a 
hundred-fold  of  what  we  have  confided  to  it,  and  this  of  the 
best, 

'  The  mountain  of  Chang-pe-Shan  that  stands  near  you,  and 
conspicuously  towers  above  all  the  other  mountains  (itwaa 
invisible  from  our  part  of  the  Wall,  as  was  the  entire  range  of 
mountains),  shelters  you  on  one  side,  while  an  arm  of  tlie 
Great  Sea  guai*antees  you  from  danger  on  the  other.  Your 
situation — which  is  of  the  most  secure  and  commandinjr^ 
your  form  and  disposition — indeed,  all  that  which  constitutes 
you  a  city,  gives  us  cause  to  hope  that  to  the  most  distant 
generations  you  will  preserve  the  pre-eminence  you  have  ac- 
quired above  all  other  places  on  the  earth- 

^  It  is  already  more  than  a  hundred  years  smce  you  begaji 
to  be  the  mother  of  those  wthout  as  well  as  within*  You 
nourish  both ;  you  maintain  them :  you  enable  them  to  live 
in  tranquillit}^,  in  abundance,  and  in  joy*    When  these  i-eflec- 


*  The  village  of  Pe-shuay  and  the  palnce  of  King-chang  are  hoiU  celt* 
brated  p luces  in  Chinese  history. 
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tions  pi^esent  themselves  to  my  mind,  I  feel  myself  actuated 
by  a  stronger  impulse  to  perfonn  my  duty,  and  render  myself 
worthy  of  the  throne  which  I  have  inherited/ 

This  rather  vain  and  high-flown  language  was  scarcely  ap- 
plicable to  Moukden  as  we  now  looked  at  it;  and  'the  fitting 
bulwark  to  protect  the  world'  appeared  but  an  ordinary  north 
CMua  city;  though  cleaner,  in  better  presenation,  and  laid  out 
with  more  regularity,  certainly,  than  any  other  we  had  visited. 
Hastily  making  a  rude  map  to  enable  us  to  find  the  cele- 
brated palace  at  some  other  time,  we  dismounted  from  our 
lofty  stand  and  found  that  a  crowd  had  in  the  meantime 
gathered  round  our  ponies*  It  did  not  take  long  to  get  clear 
of  it  and  pass  through  the  streets  again  to  the  inn,  where  we 
breakfasted  and  performed  our  abhitions  in  the  best  way  we 
could. 

The  excitement  in  the  street  and  courtyard  was  quite 
extraordinary,  after  what  we  had  already  encountered.  The 
noise  and  commotion,  the  scaling  of  roofs  and  walls,  the  inces- 
sant attempts  of  infatuated  men  to  obtain  access  to  oui'  room 
despite  warnings  and  ignominious  expulsions,  the  cat-like 
agility  of  many  who  clambered  over  the  high  wall  that  en- 
closed a  small  courtymd  behind  our  apartment  in  order  to 
puncture  the  paper  panes  of  the  back  window  —  all  this  was 
for  a  short  time  amusing  and  comical  enough,  but  it  soon 
became  tiresome,  and  gave  us  little  hope  of  being  allowed  to 
walk  far  in  the  city.  The  open  brick-work  in  front  was 
Mterally  plastered  mth  human  faces,  divided  and  sub-divided 
by  the  intervening  bricks  into  countless  fragments ;  but  some- 
how  or  other  there  was  always  a  very  large  proportion  of 
glancing  eyes  seen  through  the  cross-shaped  apertures. 

We  had  taken  a  letter  of  introduction  with  us  fi^>m  a 
Comprador  at  Ying-tsze  to  a  general  merchant  in  Moukden, 
and  it  was  deemed  most  advisable  to  send  for  this  man,  and 
nuike  him  useful  to  us  either  in  the  way  of  gathering  infor- 
mation from  him,  or  getting  him  to  act  as  a  conductor;  for 
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we  were  given  to  understand  that  he  was  a  personage  of  some 
importance  in  the  trading  world. 

He  canie,  a  thorough  specimen  of  the  thriving  Chinaman, 
fat,  phlegmatic,  snuffy,  and  well  garbed  in  summer  clothingj 
witli  fiin,  pipe,  and  tobacco-pouch .  On  entering  he  made  a 
half  curtsey,  and  gave  us  a  nod  or  two,  as  did  also  two  rather 
swaggering  friends  of  his^  who  proceeded  mthout  a  moment^s 
delay  to  handle  and  examine  all  our  things, 
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Cc»iirt>>iurl  Widi. 

Our  business  with  hun  was  briefly  told.  We  had  come  to 
see  Shin  Yang — for  such  we  must  now  designate  Moukden, 
as  that  name  was  all  but  unknown  among  the  peoiile  of  the 
towns  and  ^^llages  on  our  way,  and  in  the  city  itself  it  was 
not  recognised,  while  its  other  names — ^Shinking — the  '  affluent 
capital/  which  was  at  one  time  the  title  of  the  present  seat 
of  government  as  well  as  of  the  whole  Mantchu  territory; 
and  Fung-ticn-fu^^ — the  '  city  of  the  heavenly  wind/^ — was 
only  understood  by  a  few  inteEigent  Chinese,  so  that  tha^ 
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famed  Tartar  capital  is  now  only  known  by  tlie  Mongol  or 
Ming  appellation  of  Shin  Yang^  We  asked  was  there  much 
to  see^  and  how  long  would  it  take  us  to  visit  eveiything? 
He  answered,  'Oh,  there  was  a  gi*eat  de^d  to  sec,  and  at  the  least 
it  would  take  us  three  days  to  look  at  eveiything  properly.' 

This  certmnly  put  us  on  the  tip-toe  of  expectation^  and  as 
the  man  was  civil  and  obliging,  and  thought  himself  rather 
patronised  by  our  inquisitiveness,  it  was  agreed  that  we  should 
walk  out  in  the  afternoon  to  begin  our  inspections  with 
a  pilgrimage  to  the  palace.  Until  theuj  the  tobacco-pouch 
was  constantly  appealed  to,  and  in  a  room  besieged  by 
the  restless  cmwd  Tvithoutj  clouded  by  dense  fumes  of 
smoke,  and  covered  by  our  travelling  kit  strewn  about 
the  floor,  we  chatted  away  with  our  oily-skinned  guests  as 
weU  as  our  meagre  stock  of  Chinese  would  permit — though 
oftentimes  we  wished  them  far  enough  when  we  were  made 
sick  at  heart  by  those  never-to-be-got-accustomed*to  emana- 
tions of  garlic  and  onions^ — those  volcanic  rumblings  pre- 
saging a  fearful  eruption  which  every  well-bred  Chinese 
takes  care  to  display  after  meals,  with  the  inevitable  coughing 
and  spitting  that  with  these  people  is  the  loved  accompani- 
ment of  smoking.  We  found  cause  afterwards,  when  we 
begc^m  to  collect  and  handle  the  vaiious  articles  scattered 
within  their  range,  to  lament  that  the  fashion  of  cariying 
spittoons  did  not  extend  beyond  the  imperial  reception-ixx)m 
at  Peking  to  the  circles  in  which  we  were  obliged  to  move  on 
our  jouraey.* 

The  first  important  question  we  propounded  to  the  fi'iendly 
tmder,  who  had  forsaken  his  shop  to  do  us  so  much  aemce, 
was  concerning  tlie  whereabouts  of  the  Mantchu  people,  and 

*  Strange  it  ii  that  Marco  Polo  should  mention  this  cotirtly  use  of  a 
pnrtial  reraedj  for  a  filthy  habit  in  his  day.  *  Every  man  of  rank  carrier 
with  him  into  the  hall  of  audience,  a  vessel  into  which  he  spits,  that  he 
may  not  fioil  the  floor  ;  and  having  done  so,  he  replacea  the  cover,  and 
makes  a  bow.' 
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if  any  were  really  to  be  seen  in  the  town  ;  or  if  they  had 
become  so  denationalized,  so.  incorpomted  ^vith  the  Chinese 
element,  and  swayed  by  the  invincible  |X)wers  of  Chinese 
civilisation  as  to  be  unrecognisable  in  the  ever-changing 
ci'owds  about  us. 

The  novelty,  and^  perhaps,  the  boldness  of  the  question 
seemed  to  startle  and  then  amuse  the  Middle  Kingdom  exotic, 
for,  looking  at  his  interrogators  with  some  surprise,  and  then 
with  a  smile  and  a  gi*unt  of  disdainful  indifference,  he  replietl 
in  a  careless  tone,  *  The  Tartars  arc  cows  ^ —  a  figurative 
expression  for  the  extreme  of  uselessness  and  Ktupidity  — 
^  there  are  a  few  Mautchu  merchants^  some  mandarins^  and  a 
small  number  of  soldiera  in  Shin  Yang,  but  the  poor  men 
(a  scornful  grunt)  live  away  in  the  wild  country  there' — 
gi\ing  his  head  a  nod  northwards  in  the  direction  of  Kirin 
and  the  Songari  valley. 

^  That  is  a  Mantchu  man,  at  the  door,'  he  said,  as  he  inrli- 
cated  a  tall  skinny  old  man  with  large  pmminent  featurt*s, 
who  in  light  gauze  stuff,  and  a  stmw  hat  with  a  low-rank  button, 
was  at  that  moment  stri\dng  to  obtain  a  good  view  of  us.  The 
merchant  e\adcntly  thought  him  something  of  a  curiosity 
from  the  way  in  which  he  drew  our  attention  towaixls  this 
solitary  specimen  of  the  almost  obliterated  race. 

By  dint  of  their  extraordmary  industry,  thrifty  habits^  an 
unceasing  desire  to  accumulate  wealth  by  any  amount  of 
plodding^  cunning,  or  hai^ship,  the  Chinaman  has  wormed 
himself  beyond  the  Great  Wall,  built  towns  and  ^^ages^ 
cultivated  every  rood  of  land,  and  is  at  once  the  farmer  and 
ti*ader  everywhere.  He  claims  the  best  portion  of  Mant- 
churia  as  his  own,  and  daises  even  to  scandalize  the  Tartar 
race  in  their  o%vn  capital,  though  it  is  barely  two  centuriai 
since  that  race  filed  in  long  cavalry  troops  thi'ough  those  gat*?5 
at  Shan-hia-Kwan,  and  were  introduced  by  an  indiscreet 
Chmese  geneml  to  the  vast  empire  which  they  soon  con- 
quered and  sternly  governed.     Xow,  the  Cliinese  ^eem  the 
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conquerors  ;  for  they  have  not  only  obtained  posaession  of 
the  land,  and  conveited  it  int4>  a  region  thoroughly  Chinese, 
but  they  have  im|>osed  their  language,  their  habits  and  CU3- 
tomB^  and  every  trait  belonging  to  them  on  those  of  the 
original  occupants  who  chose  to  mix  with  them,  and  ousted 
out  evcr)^  grim  old  bannerman  who  would  not  condescend  to 
Bhop-keeping  or  handling  the  spade  or  plough. 

There  is  not  the  most  trifling  Mantchu  word  to  designate 
town,  hamlet,  mountain,  or  river,  in  use  among  the  people 
now-a-days,  and  anj^hing  that  might  at  all  tell  of  the  char- 
acter and  power  of  the  original  proprietors  is  entirely  effaced. 
If  the  Mantchus  obtained  jxjsstssion  of  the  Dragon  Throne  at 
Peking  partly  by  force  of  arms  and  military  prowess,  and 
partly  by  perfidy,  aided  by  rebellions  amongst  the  Chinese 
themselves  ;  and  if  they  compelled  the  hundreds  of  millions, 
over  whom  they  found  cause  to  rule,  to  alter  their  dress,  wear 
tails,  and,  perhaps,  smoke  tobacco,  the  people  thus  subjugated 
have  made  ample  retaliation  by  wiping  out  every  trace  of  their 
invaders  in  their  own  country,  and  leaving  the  existence  of 
the  usurpers  all  but  traditionaiy  in  tlie  metropolis  where, 
two  hundred  years  ago,  they  held  their  court,  and  where 
one  of  their  kings  boldly  vowed  revenge  for  seven  great 
grievances  that  he  imagined  had  been  brought  on  him  by  the 
Chinese  Emperor. 

Nothing  prevents  the  invasion  of  the  Corea  by  these  won- 
derful Chinese,  but  the  high  palisade  that  keeps  them  within 
the  limits  of  Mantchuria  ;  for  if  once  they  managed  to  get  a 
footing  in  that  countiy  the  Coreans  would  suffer  the  same 
fete  as  the  Mantchus,  and,  there  is  no  telling  where  the  sons  of 
Ham  woukl  finally  stop  in  their  bloodless  aggrandizement  and 
tenitorial  acquisitiveness.  But  the  merchant  told  us  that  the 
Chinese  are  never  allowed  to  pass  beyond  this  palisade,  though 
the  Coreans  are  permitted  to  enter  Tartary  by  one  gate — 
the  Fung- whang  —  with  their  merchandise  thrice  a  year. 

Having  rested  oui*selves  sufficiently,  it   was   considered 
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best  to  delay  no  longer  in  proceeding  to  tlie  palace,  as  it  would 
requii'c  much  time  to  go  through  all  the  rooms,  and  we  must 
be  back  by  sun-dowiu  So  the  three  Chinese  led  the  way 
and  we  followed  ;  but  the  police  tried  very  hard  to  dissuade 
them  from  going  beyond  the  inn  gate^  until  we  intei*posed^ 
and  the  merchant  finding  himself  tliua  sui)i>urted,  pushed  on. 
The  sun  vrm  veiy  warm,  the  crowd  half-fmntic  and  pressing 
in  upon  us  closely,  and  almost  heedless  of  the  tremendous 
whacks  dealt  amongst  them  by  the  ugly  whips  ;  so  that  it 
was  out  of  our  power  to  see  anything  except  dust  and  sky* 
Half  smothereil,  we  left  the  principal  street  and  turned  down 
a  hidf-deserted  sort  of  lane  \Wth  a  chain  across  as  a  barrier. 
While  this  was  being  unfastened,  we  saw  before  us  an  old 
wooden  gateway,  and  a  portion  of  a  paved  courtyard.  This 
was  the  palace  entrance,  and  in  a  few  seconds  more  we  would 
be  within  the  shelter  of  its  doors.  Sad  delusion  !  for  as  we 
were  congratulating  ourselves,  a  betatterexl  soldier  rushed 
out  from  a  half-ruinous  guard-house  on  the  right,  and  with  a 
piece  of  string  began  to  tie  the  two  half-leaves  together  to 
prevlent  our  admission.  He  had  a  difficult  task,  and  1  much 
doubt  if  he  could  have  succeeded  —  for  the  whole  fabric 
looked  as  if  it  would  tumble  down  upon  him,  when  about 
half-a-dozen  officers  came  out  in  procession,  and  as  soon  as ' 
they  saw  us  they  all,  with  one  exception,  retired  precipitatdy  , 
again. 

This  exception  was  a  middle-rank  military  man — a  good* 
looking  fellow  with  red  cheeks  and  a  Europram  face^  who 
stepped  forward  to  speak  with  the  puzzled  fiiend  of  ours, . 
while  a  few  dirty  soldiers  groupe4^behind  him.  There  was 
an  animated  conversation  earned  on  for  a  brief  space,  and  we 
remarked  that  our  friend  was  nothing  backwards  in  urging 
our  claim  to  be  allowed  within  the  palace.  The  official  said 
we  could  not  go  unless  we  were  prepored  to  pay  homage  — 
do  the  Ko-tau — before  a  portrait  of  the  emperor  in  one  of ! 
the  halls.     To  this  we  did  not  give  any  very  decided  answer; 
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all  we  cared  about  was  seeing  the  courtyard,  and  perhaps  we 
niight  make  our  obeisance  to  his  Majesty  afterwards.  This  did 
not  suit  him,  and  our  party  of  guides,  seemingly  resolute  on 
igoing  in,  alanned  the  magistrate,  who  took  us  into  the  guard- 
room, where,  seated  on  the  diity  kang,  with  a  lot  of  bows 
and  arrows  in  fi'ont  of  us,  he  reasoned  civilly  enough  with 
the  tmdesman;  and  not  without  effect,  for  we  were  informed, 
at  last,  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  apply  to  the  Mayor 
or  Prefect,  whose  yamuns  we  had  passed  on  the  way,  before 
we  could  be  favoured  with  admission. 

There  was  no  alternative  but  to  do  so,  or  leave  Shin  Yang 
without  seeing  this  imperial  residence,  and  as  we  were  not  in 
quite  presentable  trim  for  a  visit  to  eitlier  of  these  great 
worthies,  and  had  but  little  desire  to  make  their  acquaintiince^ 
we  gave  up  our  pursuit,  satisfied  that  there  was  not  much  to 
attract  us,  after  all- 
in  returning,  and  but  a  short  distance  from  the  Bhakj  gate, 
we  saw  a  long  court  branching  off  to  one  side,  at  the  top  of 
which  was  an  octagonal  peristyled  building  of  wood,  with  a 
heavy  roof  of  yellow  tiles,  and  dmgons  twining  amund  the 
pillars.  Tliough  very  much  gone  to  decay,  there  was  yet 
enough  left  to  show  that  it  must  have  been  an  elegant 
building  of  its  kind  about  a  century  since.  In  two  rows  on 
each  side  of  the  edifice  were  ten  smaller  structures  built  in 
the  same  style.  The  large  one,  we  were  infonned,  was  the 
Imperial  reception  room,  and  the  others  were  erected  for  the 
Emperor  Shun-chi'a  brothers.  This  emperor,  who  is  re- 
garded as  the  first  of  the  dynasty,  held  his  court  here  about 
220  years  ago,  but  when  he  had  made  secure  his  hold  upon 
the  great  empire  of  China,  he  removed  to  Peking,  since  which 
time  this  regal  dwelling  has  not  been  occupied  for  any  length- 
ened period  by  his  successors,  and  it  has  been  only  used  by 
some  princes  of  the  yellow  girdle  who  have  no  great  claim 
to  higher  consideration. 

The  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars  is  granted  annually  to 
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keep  the  place  in  repair,  but,  said  our  iuformaiit — a  Sliangliai ' 
Comprador  at  Yiiig-tsze — with  a  knowing  look,  'all  that  dolkr 
go  big  mandarin  ;  he  think  it  all  same  cumshaw  (present  or  j 
gift),'  certainly  a  mild  way  of  looking  at  sncli  a  fraudulent 
misappi-opriation  of  public  money,  , 

Wo  saw  nothing  anywhere  to  confinn,  or  at  all  substantiate 
the  belief  so  popular  in  some  of  the  Chinese  communities, 
that  the  Emperor  of  China  remits  every  year  such  sums  as  he 
may  be  able  to  collect  in  Peking  to  Shin  Yang,  there  to  be 
kept  for  emergencies  ;  and  doubtless  the  report  is  without 
foundation. 

The  merchant  seemed  greatly  chagrined  at  the  uncourteous 
reception  we  had  received  from  the  dignitaries,  and  could 
not  satisfy  himself  why,  when  respectable  Chinese  were  givea  | 
admission  to  the  palace  at  any  time  during  the  day,  two 
strangem  who  had  tmvelled  so  far,  and  provided  themBelves 
with  passports  too,  should  not  be  showTi  every  civility.  Igno- 
rant man!  he  little  knew  that  the  only  obstructions  Europeans 
genei*ally  have  thrown  ui  their  way  in  his  countrj*  are  the 
work  of  officials,  and  that  the  safest  course  to  adopt  when  fl 
wandering  through  the  land  is  to  avoid  theni  and  their 
myrmidons  whenever  practicable.  But  he  tried  to  compen- 
sate us  for  our  disappointment  by  leading  the  way  through 
sevend  streets  —  all  better  than  any  of  those  we  have  waded 
through  in  Peking — and  provided  witli  good  shops ;  though  the 
crush  and  crash  were  so  great,  the  heat  and  the  dust  so  suffo- 
cating, and  the  policemen*s  whips  so  busy,  that  the  whole 
party  of  us  gladly  turned  towards  the  inn. 

We  were  anxious  to  have  purchased  some  little  sofwentr  of 
our  visit,  and  saw  some  shops  where  trifles,  such  as  we  fancied, 
were  sold ;  but  to  have  entered  them  was  to  threaten  or  sub- 
ject the  proprietors  to  actual  ruin,  for  the  crowd  would  liave 
swept  everything  before  them  in  their  headlong  madness. 
We  reached  our  room  looking  like  millers  or  dustmen,  and 
our  perspiring  companions  woidd  have  been  all  the  better  for 
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a  sousing  under  a  pump.  This  was  the  termiTiation  of  the 
promised  three  days'  sightseeings  and  we  could  not  but  feel 
a  little  mortified,  though  we  had  much  to  be  thankful  for,  and 
could  find  no  great  cause  for  complaint. 

So  we  tried  to  put  on  the  best  face  we  could,  and  to  con- 
sole oiirselves  by  a  half-European,  half-Chineae  diuner  done 
in  Ma-foo's  best  style.  Thanks  to  the  diffusion  of  Western 
civilization  and  Western  luxuries,  we  could  not  only  muster 
a  Frankfort  sausage,  a  tin  of  questionable  hotch-potch,  but 
also,  0  ye  erratic  epicures  who  cannot  travel  fifty  miles 
unless  certiiin  that  your  dinner  bill  of  fare  includes  the 
choicest  dehcacies!  PMi  de  Foie  gras  (POie  preserved  to  per- 
fection. 

Never  had  Moukden  received  such  an  importation,  and 
great  was  the  excitement  and  consternation  elicited  among 
our  Mends  and  spectators  when  one  tin-canister  after  another 
suffered  a  hurried  autopsy,  and  our  meal  began ;  but  their 
wonder  reached  its  culminating  point  when  the  first  bottle  of 
Schweppe's  soda  water  was  opened  with  a  bang  that  made 
them  jump  and  change  countenance,  and  the  resuscitating 
draught  was  quaffed  off.  How  they  stared  and  gaped  to  see 
what  effect  the  explosive  compound  would  produce  on  the 
grateful  imbiber  I  And  how  they  struggled  and  fought,  old 
mth  young,  mandarin  with  manure-gatherer,  when  the  empty 
bottle  —  a  perfect  marvel  to  them,  and  which  an  observant 
patriarch  aptly,  and  without  hesitation,  christened  a  chamj 
may,,  or  *  water-gun'  —  was  thrown  beyond  the  doorway! 

Our  three  iriends  remained  with  us  until  a  late  hour, 
endeavouring  to  conceal,  under  a  badly-assumed  msonciarice^ 
the  intense  surprise  our  acts  caused  them.  At  last  they  left, 
and  the  door  was  banned  inside  to  keep  out  the  restless  jx^ople 
whom  we  had  robbed  of  their  sleep.  Before  we  lay  down 
on  the  hard  bed-place,  however;  we  had  to  frighten  away 
some  half-dozen  wretches  ivho  had  climbed  walls  and  per- 
foiined  wondrous  feats  of  agility  in  getting  to  tlie  window 
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immediately  above  Dur   doraiitoryj  and  riddling    its    oiled 
paper  panes  with  their  fingers. 

Sometime  towards  the  morning  we  awoke  shivering  vnth 
cold ;  for  as  the  nights  nearer  tlie  gulf  had  been  so  oppressively 
sultry  and  unpleasant  that  a  Chinese  suit  of  the  thinnest 
cotton  was  the  only  covering  that  could  be  tolemted  when 
we  left  Ying-tsze,  no  blanket  or  rug  formed  a  portion  of  our 
necessaries  on  starting ;  and  now  we  were  obliged  to  get  up, 
di'ess  in  the  few  articles  of  wardrobe  we  possessed,  and  walk 
about  the  room  smartly  to  keep  up  a  comtbrtable  degree  of 
warmth.  The  difference  in  temperaturc.  between  ShLn  Yang 
and  the  new  foreign  settlement,  or  Tien-tsin,  at  this  season  of 
the  year  was  truly  astounding,  and  quife  accounted  for  the 
healthy  fresh  complexions  and  hardy-looking  men  we  had 
noticed  during  the  day.  The  clear  atmosphere;  the  very 
warm,  but  never  prostrating  sun  —  the  delightfully  cool 
nights,  and  the  general  salubrity  of  Moukden,  must  render 
it  a  most  delectable  refuge  for  those  unfortunate  countrymen 
of  ours,  who  come  to  extend  the  commerce  of  Britain  by 
dwelling  on  the  banks  of  the  Liau  H6,  and  fidget  body 
and  mind  in  the  prosecution  of  trade. 

Next  day  we  were  somewhat  undecided  how  to  spend  the 
time,  because  the  amioyance  imd  hubbub  continually  attendant 
on  our  moving  out  of  doora  made  us  averse  to  seek  the 
streets,  and  the  attentive  merchant,  who  had  taken  up  his 
abode  with  us  again  at  an  early  hour,  did  not  offer  much 
encoumgement,  or  induce  us  to  prolong  our  stay-  At  firsts 
we  thought  that  it  might  be  possible  to  ride  seventy  or  eighty 
miles  farther  to  \isit  the  graves  or  tombs  of  the  Jlaiitehu 
piinces,  termed  Yoonff  Ihig^  or  ^  Tombs  which  ought  never  to 
perish,'  and  which  are  three,  built  on  mountains  to  the  north- 
west of  Shin  Yang;  but  as  our  friend  could  give  us  no  infor- 
mation about  them,  or  even  indicate  the  way  to  the  town 
near  which  they  are  situated  ;  and  as  there  was  every  probi- 
bility  of  our  bemg  pi^vented  from  seeing  them,  if  we  guc- 
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ceeded  in  reaching  the  locality^  by  some  jealous,  narrow* 
Tninded,  buttoned  men,  the  idea  was  given  up. 

The  next  project  was  to  send  our  ponies  back  to  the  British 
settlement  by  ix)ad,  and  hire  boats  at  the  Huin  Ho  in  order 
to  sail  down  tlie  Liau,  and,  as  this  would  offend  none  of  the 
authorities,  it  was  agreed  upon.  The  Chinaman  civilly  sent 
one  of  his  shopmen  to  engage  the  boats,  but  he  soon  came 
back  with  the  unwelcome  tidings  that  there  was  a  breeze 
blowing,  and  the  river  was  so  disturbed  that  no  San-pam 
or  tschwans  could  venture  on  it.  So,  foiled  in  all  our  attempts, 
there  was  nothmg  for  us  but  to  return  as  we  came* 

In  the  forenoon,  an  artist,  %v  horn  the  merchant  recommended, 
was  sent  for,  with  a  request  to  bring  some  specimens  of  hts 
handiwork  in  di-a^ving,  as  we  were  bent  on  purchasing  some 
memento  of  the  Mantchu  metropolis.  He  came — a  Chinaman, 
of  course — and  brought  several  Ixioks  for  which  he  demanded 
extravagant  prices,  and  stuck  to  his  demands  as  tenaciously  as 
if*  these  fantastic  daubs  had  been  of  fer  more  value  to  us  than 
to  his  countiymen.  One  curious  sketch-book,  made  up  of 
odds  and  ends,  was  at  last  bought  by  me  for  a  sum  I  should 
be  almost  afraid  to  name  when  shomng  the  work  to  my 
western  friends,  and  I  have  no  doubt  the  painter  would  gladly 
have  welcomed  the  presence  of  stmngers  more  frequently,  did 
they  all  pay  him  as  handsomely  for  his  somewhat  clever  etchings. 

It  was  with  some  regret  that  we  mounted  into  our  saddles 
agam  in  the  afternoon,  and  bidding  the  amicable  fellow  who 
had  sacrificed  so  much  time,  and  exposed  himself  to  such  a 
mobbing  on  our  behalf,  a  long  good-bye,  turned  our  backs  to 
the  north,  and  to  tlie  only  respectable  city  we  had  seen  in 
China. 

We  ardently  mshed  to  penetrate  far  beyond  its  walls,  and 
into  that  unknown  countrj^  of  which  Father  Du  Halde,  recoun- 
ting Yerbiest's  tmvels,  says  :  '  Beyond  Liautoong  the  road  is 
difficidt ;  the  hills  ai'e  covered  on  the  east  side  with  huge 
oiiks  and  forests  uucut  fur  ages  past.     All  the  country  is  like 
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a  wilderness.  You  see  nothing  around  but  hills,  vales,  anc 
dens  of  bears,  tigei's,  and  other  savage  be^osts ;  scarce  a  hou&e, 
but  some  pitiful  huts  by  the  sides  of  vivm^  and  toiTents/ 
Our  passports  oflFered  us  aid;  but  time  was  getting  scarce, 
and  the  great  uncertainty  of  finding  our  way  again  to  Tien- 
tsin prevailed,  aiid  deban^ed  us  from  the  attempt.  The  same 
bevy  of  policemen^  headed  by  the  little  man  on  the  donkey, 
were  in  waiting,  and  almost  the  same  peiform^ice  was  enacted 
as  on  our  arrivaL 

When  we  got  beyond  the  town,  a  solitary  horseman  fol- 
lowed us ;  but  he,  too,  left  when  we  had  embarked  on  the 
ferrj^-boat  at  the  Huin  H6 ;  and,  after  a  lovely  evening^s  ride 
almost  alone  on  the  road^  we  slept  for  the  night  in  a  good  inn^ 
satisfied  with  our  visit  to  Moukden ;  which  visit  we  were 
never  again  to  repeat. 

Favoured  by  fine  weather,  we  made  a  rapid  journey  down- 
wards^ and  without  any  particular  mcident  until  we  got  near 
Newehwang,  when,  on  fi  quiet  road,  we  beheld  a  most  un- 
wonted sight — a  long  string  of  carts,  a  large  escort,  and  a  tall 
figure  in  a  blue  jacket  atid  white  trowsei's,  making  long  strides 
to  keep  pace  mth  quick-stepping  mules,  in  a  quite  un-Chinese 
&shion.  As  they  neared  us,  we  discovered  the  stalking 
gentleman  to  be  a  British  tar,  and  when  alongside^  found 
Lord  John  Hay,  R,N.,  and  two  officers  of  his  ship,  doubled 
up  in  a  tailoring  posture,  and  looking  ever}' thing  but  com- 
fortable in  their  jolting  conveyance.  The  '  Odbi*  had  arrived 
at  tlie  Ying'tsze  anchorage  a  day  or  two  after  we  departed, 
and  Lord  John  hearing  of  our  project,  got  passports,  carts, 
conductors,  cutlasses,  and  two  live  mandaiins  to  do  them  the 
honours  in  every  town  and  halting-place  on  their  way^  and  to 
overtake  our  unostentatious  little  party.  It  was  pleasant 
once  more  to  see  English  faces  and  to  hear  English  voices  in 
such  an  unexpected  situation ;  and  though  we  had  but  little 
incentive  in  the  shape  of  novelty  to  hold  out  to  tliem  in  the 
outlandish  city  they  were  bound  for,  there  was  nothing  but 
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the  condact  of  the  magistrates  towards  us  tliut  could  dis- 
coumge  them  in  our  account. 

Anticipating  every  a^Hsistance^  however,  from  the  spectacled 
white  and  red  buttons  they  had  brought  with  them  to  exhibit 
the  dragons  of  MoukdeHi  they  felt  confident  of  seeing  the 
interior  of  the  palace,  and  many  other  things  we  had  not 
been  able  to  achieve* 

But  alas  for  the  confiding  nature  of  Britons,  and  the 
deceit  of  mercenary  mandarins !  TiMien  they  rttiu^ned  to  tlie 
settlement  some  six  days  afterwards,  they  had  a  very 
indifferent  tale  to  tell.  The  smdl  officials  had  ffeeced,  or 
rather,  in  the  pigeon- English  vernacular,  ^  squeezed,^  them 
whenever  they  got  the  least  chance,  and  they  had  carried  them 
on  to  Shin  Yang,  and  there  decamped  ;  leaving  the  unlucky 
men  to  grope  about  the  city  without  a  guide,  thwarted  by 
the  police  when  they  assayed  to  get  on  the  wall^  and  altogether 
ignorant  of  the  situation  of  the  palace. 

At  Newchwang  the  people  were  as  unci\al  and  rude  as 
ever,  but  we  got  through  all  right,  and  after  journeying  at  the 
rate  of  fifty-five  miles  a  day,  on  those  trusty  ponies  of  ours, 
we  were  safely  housed  among  Europeans,  grasshoppers  and 
larks,  and  in  full  receipt  of  the  uncongenial  odours  that  han*^ 
about  that  putrescent  cesspool,  Ying-tsze, 

Our  steeds  had  actually  improved  in  perfomiing  what  must 
have  been  well  nigh  seven  hundred  miles  over  a  rough  countiy, 
I  at  nothing  less  of  an  average  than  forty  miles  a  day,  and  on 
,  such  miserable  fere,  too,  as  bran  and  chopped  straw  j  so  tbat 
I  it  was  not  to  be  wondered  at  tliat  they  should  i^alise  more 
i  at  Ying-tsze  than  they  cost  at  Tieii-tsm.  We  felt  it  a  little 
I  trying  to  part  with  such  hardy  servants,  on  whose  gaunt  fmmes 
we  had  passed  some  long  weary  days ;  but  there  was  no  al- 
ternative. Mafoo,  a  thorough  citizen  of  the  world,  did  not  care 
about  going  back  to  Tien-tsin  again,  so  took  service  with  one 
of  the  newly-settled  merchants,  stronger  than  ever  in  liis  pre- 
dilections for  Samshu, 
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The  early  sailing  of  the  '  Odin  *  for  the  moutli  of  tlie  Peiho 
gave  us  an  excellent  and  fortuitous  opportunity  of  returaing 
to  our  garrison  and  duty  ag'ain  ;  and  thmugh  the  coui^esy  of 
Lord  Jolm  Hay,  and  the  saih:jrly  kindness  of  the  ward-i\K)m 
officers,  we  were  fiivoured  with  a  passage  across  the  Gulf,  and 
the  best  cheer  the  mess  could  afford. 

The  weather  was  so  delightful  and  the  yellow  wat^ers  so 
tranquil  that  it  was  considered  but  little  out  of  the  ship's 
course  to  touch  at  the  termination  of  the  Great  Wall,  where 
it  abuts  on  the  sea-  Stmnge  sensations  were  recalled  when 
the  shore  was  sighted^  and  the  Scottish-like  mountains  stood 
there,  graud  in  their  heavenward  ruggedness,  but  divested  of 
the  savage  majesty  which  so  ennobles  the  Grampians,  by  that 
tremendous  crowning  effort  of  human  labour  and  endurance 
seen  in  lines  of  masonry  and  fearless  towers,  binding  imd 
manacling  the  riotous  peaks,  until  nature  seems  to  succumb 
to  the  power  and  perseverance  of  ruanj  for  the  giant  clifls 
sink  into  insignificance,  as  the  eye  courses  for  miles,  and 
without  interruption,  along  their  loftiest  borders,  and  finds 
the  mammoth  barrier  exultingly  overleap  them  alL 

As  we  drew  closer  to  the  land,  the  quiet  road  along  which 
^\'e  had  passed  many  days  before,  full  of  uncertainty  and 
liope,  became  visible;  the  old  battlemented  towers  stood 
along  its  marj^,  like  antiquated  men-at-arms,  frowning  sea- 
wards ;  and  the  yellow  sand,  the  gi^een  millet,  and  shreds  of 
inhabited  land  were  all  that  met  the  searching  gaze»  It  waa 
necessary,  for  several  reasons,  to  anchor  at  some  distance 
from  the  shore  ;  so  we  had  a  long  pull  to  reach  the  waE, 
which,  as  it  finishes  its  prolonged  march  in  a  junction  with  the 
eastern  sea,  resembles  very  much  some  old  Rhenish  castle. 
Imagine  our  astonishment  to  find  the  brickwork  fecc  of  its 
foundation  daubed  with  white  paint  in  large  letters,  and  in 
Genman,  testifying  that  the  Prussian  Frigate  '  Arcona  '  had 
visited  this  pl?*ce  on  the  16th  of  July,  four  days  after  our 
departure  from  Shan- hai-k wan.     However  remarkable  it  may 
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have  been  for  one  of  the  few  Pnissixm  war-ships  to  stray  so 
far  from  Fatherland,  it  certainly  did  not  add  much  to  the 
renown  of  the  Kaiser^  whose  title  was  stumped  up  in  the 
lonely  placard,  or  of  those  who  had  indulged  in  this  repre- 
hensible habit,  and  we  were  pleased  to  observe  that  no  traces 
could  be  found  of  any  such  silly  vanity  in  our  countrymen, 
though  many  ships  had  touched  here  belonging  to  Britain, 
since  1841. 

What  struck  everybody  was  the  great  solidity  of  the  wall, 
standing  as  it  docs  on  a  low  rocky  promontor}^,  and  the 
little  damage  time  has  been  able  to  inflict  upon  it  m  two 
thousand  years. 

We  walked  some  distance  along  its  parapet,  and  with  no 
small  emotion  singled  out  that  tower-mounted  peak,  then 
becoming  gradually  imperceptible  in  the  approaching  dusk  of 
evening — ^where,  on  that  fearful  12th  of  July,  I  had  begun 
my  hard  day's  struggle  for  life  with  the  furious  sun,  and 
behind  which,  in  some  of  the  never-to-be-sought  chasms,  lay 
our  thermometer  and  aneroid. 

A  number  of  poor  villagers  came  to  look  at  the  strangers,  and 
they  were  no  ways  backward  in  lending  themselves  to  carry 
away  a  few  of  the  splendid,  but  rather  cumbersome  bricks,  as 
trophies  of  the  call  we  had  made : — trophies  which,  I  fear, 
were  not  carried  many  thousand  miles  before  they  were 
discarded. 

The  lateness  of  the  hour  did  not  admit  of  our  walking  so 
far  as  Shan-hai-kwan,  so  content  with  having  done  the  ten 
thousand  li  barrier  a  second  time,  we  sought  the  ship.  In 
three  days  more  we  were  navigating  the  perplexing  links  of 
the  Peiho,  and  had  launched  into  the  furnace-heat  and 
foulness  of  Tien-tsin ;  where,  during  our  absence,  sickness 
had  been  playing  havoc  among  the  troops,  and  had  been 
chanf]:in^  some  of  the  bronzed  faces  of  friends  and  brother 
officers  into  yellow  and  pale  physiognomies,  vciy  unlike  their 
home  hue. 
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Our  successful  journey  had  been  quite  a  feat,  and  our  safe 
arrival  within  the  walls  of  a  British  garrison  to^vn  again, 
without  having  lost  by  stealth  the  smallest  article  of  the 
equipment  we  had  started  with,  redounded  greatly  to  the 
credit  of  the  Chinese ;  indeed  everything  conspired  to  leave 
upon  our  minds  a  delightful  recollection  of  our  travel 
through  this  truly  wonderful  country. 
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CHAPTER  XXIX. 

A  BRIEF  NARRATIVE   OF   A  JOURNET  BETOND  PEKING,  TO  THE  COAL-MINES. 

THE  list  of  my  school-day  books,  besides  the  other  varied 
accounts  of  travel  by  land  and  sea,  penned  by  writers 
and  travellers  of  near  and  remote  ages,  all  quoted  the  then,  to 
me,  wondrously  curious  narrative  of  the  unfortunate  Vene- 
tian, Marco  Polo ;  and  though  many  j-ears  have  passed  away 
since  I  admiringly  lingered  over  the  perusal  of  his  seemingly 
fabulous  recital  of  the  extent  and  peculiarities  of  the  strange 
land  in  which  he  had  so  long  been  a  dweller,  yet,  by  oft- 
repeated  readings  and  a  natural  taste  for  remarkable  tales, 
every  page  left  its  due  impression  on  a  mind  fully  awakened 
in  after-years  to  the  truth  of  what  the  honest  Polo  had 
vouched  for,  when  on  a  visit  to  the  land  of  Sinim;  and  more 
especially  to  the  city  of  Cambalu,  the  abode  of  the  Grand 
Khan. 

The  long  strings  of  tawny  ftinereal-paced  camels,  begrimed 
with  the  carbonaceous  loads  they  bore  with  such  melancholy- 
looking  fortitude,  conducted  by  sooty  Sinensians  through  the 
wide  dusty  streets  of  Peking ;  the  sonorous  tinkling  of  the 
heavy  brass  bells  suspended  to  the  lower  part  of  their  acutely 
bent-up  necks,  and  the  frequent  shrill  discordant  scream  of 
anger  or  fatigue  emitted  by  these  slow  but  patient  creatures, 
told  of  the  neighbourhood  of  coal,  and  the  statement  made  by 
the  protege  of  Kublai  Khan,  was  immediately  recalled  to  my 
memory. 

*  Throughout  the  whole  province  of  Cathay,  there  are  a  kind 
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of  black  stones  cut  from  the  mountaiiia  in  veins,  which  burn 
like  logs.  They  maintain  the  fire  better  than  wood.  If  you 
put  them  on  in  the  evening  they  will  preserve  it  the  whole 
night,  and  will  be  found  burning  in  the  morning/ 

So  a  strong  desire  to  visit  the  source  of  tliis  mineral  wtsUth, 
excited  by  last  year's  stay  at  Peking,  mainly  prompted  me  to 
travel  from  Ticn-tsin  to  the  capital  in  the  fieiy  heat  of  August 
1861,  and  to  undergo  the  pleasant  hardships  of  a  river  trip 
of  six  days'  duration.  After  revisiting  the  various  sights  of 
the  great  metropolis,  and  experiencing  the  usual  amount  of 
fatigue  in  threading  the  long,  wide,  hovel-margined  streets, 
to  get  a  peep  at  the  external  walls  of  some  Imperial  build- 
ing—  like  all  the  others,  in  a  state  of  uninterrupted  decay ;  or 
to  obtain  the  dusty  scrutiny  of  a  neglected  park  or  garden 
through  the  mouldering  bars  of  a  tumble-down  gate^  1  de- 
termined that  a  trip  to  the  hills  should  be  had  recourse  to,  in 
order  to  indulge  my  desire  to  examine  the  coal  mines  beyond 
Peking,  as  well  as  to  get  rid  of  the  feeling  of  dreariness  and 
desolation  that  made  itself  evident  after  two  day&'  mmbling 
through  the  vast  labyrintlis  on  every  side,  notwithstanding 
the  kind  attentions  of  Her  Majesty's  representative,  and  the 
almost  regal  splendour  and  hospitality  to  be  tbund  in  the 
ambassadorial  residence  of  Liang- koong-fii- 

So  on  a  lo^^ely  morning,  and  before  the  sun  had  begun  to 
fulfil  his  broiling  functions,  a  small  party  of  us  mounted  a 
somewhat  disreputable-looking  stud  of  mules  in  the  courtyai'd 
of  our  host.  Accommodating  the  inferior  end  of  our  s|)]nD] 
columns,  and  twisting  our  legs  into  the  intricacies  of  rickety 
wooden  saddles,  we  were  soon  in  motion  and  threading  thu 
busy  streets  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Chinese  city.  We  passed 
tlirough  a  narrow  dirty  lane,  not  far  from  the  middle  wall, 
one  side  of  which  was  lined  by  a  coUection  of  mouldy  old 
houses  or  dens  and  squalid  occupants. 

*  There,'  said  our  guide,  pointing  to  one  more  venerable  and 
repulsive  than  the  others,  *is  the  inn  for  tribute  bearers  in 
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general,  and  the  Coi'eans  in  particular,  when  these  half 
savages  come  to  Peking  to  settle  accounts  with  the  Son  of 
Heaven,  and  do  the  homage  of  a  tributaiy  people/ 

As  I  almost  loathingly  cast  my  eyes  over  its  mean  exte- 
rior, and  the  vilely  odorous  neighbourhcx>d  in  which  it  is 
situated,  I  was  horrified  when  told  that  'in  this  inn  for 
tribute  bearers,  one  of  our  Ambassadors,  with  his  suite,  was 
obliged  to  live  during  his  stay  and  attendance  on  the  haughty 
court; '  but  now,  within  five  hundred  yards  of  the  place,  the 
British  ensign  flies  over  the  princely  residence  of  another 
minister,  who,  I  hope,  is  viewed  in  a  very  ditferent  liglit 
to  that  of  a  tribute  bearer  by  the  functionaries  who  suri^ound 
the  Dragon  Throne. 

An  hour's  ride  carries  us  from  the  stenches  and  puddles  of 
the  uncomfortable  streets  to  the  open  countiy*  Fine  roads, 
dry  and  level,  shaded  by  old  trees,  and  skirted  by  neat- 
looking  villages  embosomed  in  leafy  solitude,  remuid  nie  of 
some  of  the  pleasant  est  nooks  in  England,  and  certainly  give 
one  a  favorable  impression  of  the  rural  beauty  that  encircles 
the  City  of  the  Plain,  Fantastic  temples  covering  great 
spaces  of  ground,  and  in  good  repair,  are  here  and  there 
exchanged  for  a  tall  ridge-ribbed  pagoda,  or  ruinous  struc- 
tures, the  yellow-tiled  roofs  of  which,  gaping  and  rent  and 
tottering  on  walls  or  pillars,  seem  to  be  the  i^mains  of  fonner 
imjjerial  magnificence,  and,  like  everything  else  within  tlie 
city,  indicate  a  state  of  prosperity  and  wealth  gone  by,  a  state 
very  unlike  the  present. 

About  20  11  from  Peking,  in  a  south-west  direction,  we 
leave  the  cultivated  country  behind  us,  and  emerge  on  an 
open  sandy  plain,  quite  devoid  of  interest  and  of  lite;  for, 
until  we  reach  Loo-gu-chow,  five  li  a-head,  we  only  meet  with 
a  petty  cavalry  mandarin,  escorted  by  two  tatterdemahons  oa 
gaunt  semi-domesticated  ponies. 

Loo-gu-chow,  standing  on  the  left  bank  of  a  tolerably  wide 
river,  the  Huin  116,  is  a  walled  town  of  a  very  antiquated 
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type,  and  apparently  in  a  state  of  collapse,  despite  the 
iiiodic  efforts  half-a-dozen  workmen  were  making  to  improve 
tlie  appeamnce  of  one  of  the  hemiplegic  wall  towers  by 
whitewash — possibly  to  deceive  the  eye  of  some  corrupt  sub- 
inspector  of  Celestial  fortifications.  The  wall,  once  strong 
and  high,  was  in  many  places  parapet-less,  and,  with  the 
ditch,  was  rapidly  hiding  itself  under  high  banks  of  drift  sand 
that  had  scaled  to  the  top  of  the  north  side. 

Here  we  breakfasted;  but  as  neither  the  hostel  nor  mine 
host  could  gain  any  credit  by  a  description  of  the  strong- 
smelling  compounds  set  before  us  in  a  thoroughly  character- 
istic manner,  in  a  room  which,  we  could  safely  say,  waa  never 
troubled  by  the  profane  touch  of  a  brush  or  invaded  by  the 
faintest  trace  of  pure  air,  we  need  not  recommend  the  place 
to  any  future  traveller;  more  especially  as  the  charges  made 
far  exceeded  the  value  of  our  entertainment. 

Nowhere  in  China  have  we  seen  a  finer  stone  bridge  than 
that  which  spans  the  rusty-coloured  muddaden  river  close  to 
the  town,  built,  as  it  is,  in  the  most  substantial  manner^  and 
yet  with  an  elegance  of  outline  and  justness  of  proj>ortion 
quite  surprising  to  those  who  fancy  that  these  structures  are 
oiJy  to  be  found  in  perfection  in  Western  countries. 

I  can  specially  commend  this  pons  elegans  to  the  favomble 
considemtion  of  wandering  artists,  and  thuik  that,  with  the 
two  or  three  peristyled  buildings  containing  the  mythical 
sea-horse  bearing  Fohi's  stone  tablets,  at  one  extremity  of 
the  bridge,  the  wide  and  graceful  expanse  of  the  foot  and 
carriage  ways,  and  the  handsome  stone  parapet  sunnounted 
by  no  less  than  280  tutelaiy  lions,  a  worthy  and,  |)erhap3, 
unique  picture  would  be  given  of  this  species  of  aixrhitecture, 
which  is  certainly  curious. 

The  left  bank  of  the  Huui  116^  which  flows  in  a  winding 
manner  from  the  western  mountauis  and  in  a  south-easterly 
direction,  is  faced  and  well  built,  up  to  a  height  of  twelve  or 
fourteen  feet,  for  several  nules,  with  blocks  of  granite,  vnth 
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the  object^  apparently,  of  preventing  its  overflow,  and  sub- 
merging the  country  in  the  direction  of  Peking. 

On  the  right  bank,  and  away  beyond  to  the  undulating 
ground  at  the  foot  of  the  hills,  the  land  is  low  and  eandy ; 
and  as  we  approached  Wool-an-gan,  a  village  43  li  from 
Peking,  we  found  it  becoming  thickly  covered  with  water- 
worn  pebbles  and  boulders  ^ — the  dSbris  carried  from  the 
mountains  by  the  river,  the  bed  of  which  had  now  become 
much  more  limited  and  defined. 

About  mid-day  the  foot  of  the  hUls  is  reached,  and  in  the 
village  of  Le-end-tswang  we  avail  om^selves  of  the  cordial 
hospitality  offered  by  the  chief  priest  of  the  clean,  tidy 
temple  of  Foong-foo-tsza.  We  are  near  the  coal  mines;  for 
in  the  distance,  passing  along  a  road  pretty  well  cleared  of 
stones,  we  can  see  the  sombre  '  ships  of  the  desert,*  stalking 
in  solemn  aiTay  in  single  files,  preceded  or  followed  by 
sturdy,  quick-stepping  jionies  laden,  like  the  camels,  with 
the  *  black  stones  from  the  mountains,*  which  are  stowed  in 
bags,  and  festened  on  servicmble  pack  saddles  instead  of 
pads.  In  answer  to  our  enquiries,  the  priests  inform  ns  that 
the  largest  mae-skan  or  coal  hill,  is  fifty  li  off,  but  that  a 
small  one  is  now  before  us,  and  within  six  li  ;  so,  as  quickly 
as  we  can  lodge  our  mules  in  the  aiiy  stables  maintained  for 
the  accommodation  of  equestrians^  we  set  out  for  the  long- 
desired  survey. 

Everywhere  we  meet  with  the  utmost  civility,  though  the 
people  were  moved  by  the  most  unmistakeable  symptoms  of 
curiosity,  oftentimes,  indeed,  unmitigated  by  the  fihniest 
polish  of  civilisation;  yet  their  remarks  and  their  conduct 
were  in  every  respect  inoffensive,  and  they  showed  themselves 
always  ready  to  oblige  us  when  the  fear,  inspired  hj  the 
ta  hoosas  or  great  beards,  as  they  called  us,  had  passed  away. 
In  the  village,  we  were  surprised  to  find  the  houses  slated 
after  the  Euro|3€an  fashion,  and  an  abundance  of  slate  of  a 
bluish-yellow  tinge,  with  as  perfect  a  cleavage  as  the  best 

0  0 


562 


ROAD  TO  THE  COAL^HILLS. 


Welsh,  Though  the  priiicipid  use  to  which  the  rock  is  put 
is  as  roofing:  yet  large  square  slabs  are  found  in  readiness  to 
serve  as  tables,  or  as  the  material  for  enclosing  the  small  plots 
of  ground  in  front  of  every  house,  wherein  the  vegetables 
required  for  family  use  are  preserved  from  the  inroads  of 
dogs  or  pigs* 

As  we  begin  to  ascend  the  low  rounded  hills  which  contain 
the  coal  we  find  that  their  structure  is  essentially  slaty; 
large  masses  of  the  finest  slate  rock,  torn  and  rifted  here  and 
there,  as  if  nature  had  purposely  split  tip  and  laid  bai*e  this 
great  deposit  of  compact  stratified  rock  for  the  special  use  of 
man,  who,  however,  is  slow  to  avail  himself  of  th*^  oppor- 
tunily;  as  in  no  other  village  did  we  see  this  most  usefid 
article  pressed  into  the  list  of  necessaries  required  for  domestic 
purposes,  though  the  labour  entailed  would  have  beea 
insignificant, 

A  narrow  gorge  leads  from  the  road  in  a  tortuous  manner 
up  the  sides  of  the  hills;  and  where  it  presents  difficulties  m 
the  way  of  ascent,  steps  of  mica-slate  or  ^eiss  are  made  to 
facilitate  the  transport  of  baskets  of  coal  from  above,  by  men 
and  boys.  A  mountain  stream  affords  water  to  the  clusters 
of  mean  cottages  grouped  along  the  narrow  track,  and  smutty 
men  are  removing  the  dust  accumulated  during  the  day  at  a 
jxx>l  winch  bas  been  dammed  up  in  its  course* 

The  smooth  round  surface  of  the  higher  hiUs  is  thinly 
covered  with  a  peculiar  variety  of  oak — a  dwarfish  scinibby 
tree  of  little  beauty — yet  affording  an  agreeable  conti-ast  to 
the  steiile  grey  mountains  of  granite  beyond,  which  throTT 
up  their  jagged  fantastic  margins  to  the  clouds  in  an  unin- 
terrupted line,  far  as  the  eye  can  reach. 

The  presence  of  coal  in  the  rocky  regions  we  are  nowi 
traversing  is  made  more  manifest  by  the  abimdance  of  cia)l 
slate  strewing  the  track,  in  which  is  thickly  disseminate 
fragments  of  iron  stone ;  while  thin  streaks  of  coaly  matt«j 
are  observ^able  wherever  the  road  has  been  cut  deeply  tiirou;j 


the  shoulder  of  a  bank.  At  length,  after  half-an-hour's 
toiling  upwards,  we  arrive  at  a  coal  yard.  Unluckily  we  arc 
too  late,  for  the  workmen  are  preparing  to  go  home  for  the 
day,  and  the  small  collections  of  coal,  lieaped  up  in  several 
j)laces,  are  being  carefiilly  streaked  or  dribbled  over  with 
whitewash,  to  mark  w^hether  any  one  may  attempt  to  disturb 
or  borrow  from  the  lots  duiing  the  night — a  practice  wliich, 
if  we  remember  aright,  is  in  vogue  in  our  own  coal  depfits. 
We  enquire  for  the  pit,  and  are  conducted  to  a  little  shed, 
built  over  a  small  perforation  in  the  groimd,  which  seems  to 
lis  little  larger  than  a  rabbit-burrow,  and  ivith  wooden  bars 
or  steps  fixed  in  the  earth  for  the  purpose  of  ascent  or  descent 
on  the  rather  steep  slope  which  leads  into  Ciiumerian 
obscurity  below.  We  notify  that  we  are  anxious  to  go 
down,  but  no  volunteer  wiU  accompany  us.  We  are  referred 
to  the  pi^oprietor  of  a  mine,  a  long  way  higher  up ;  so  we 
have  no  alternative  but  to  wthdmw,  after  remarking  that  the 
only  means  of  ventilation  consists  in  the  use  of  a  small 
priniitive'looking  fenner  driven  by  one  man. 

We  were  more  fortunate  at  the  other  establishment;  for, 
after  grappling  with  the  difficulties  of  the  way,  we  find  that, 
though  rather  late,  the  master  ci\dlly  allows  one  of  his  men 
to  show  us  the  month  of  the  pit,  wliicli  is  a  new  one,  imd 
built  over,  like  the  one  below,  by  a  small  shed  in  wliich  a 
large  coal  fire  is  kept  burning,  probably  to  cause  a  di'aught  to- 
wards the  interior  excavation,  and  thus  aid  in  ventilating  the 
work,  for  we  can  see  notlung  of  fanners  here.  We  desire  to 
penetrate  to  its  hidden  recesses,  but  the  Chinese  say  it  is 
very  unpleasant,  because  it  is  steep,  wot,  and  dirty.  These 
objections  we  care  nothing  for ;  and,  at  last,  the  guide  puts  on 
his  head  a  closely-fitting  old  cap,  over  which  he  slips  the 
string  of  a  lam|) — the  very  iac-similc  of  those  used  in  going  up 
and  down  pits  at  home— then  puts  on  a  suit  of  coaly  clothes, 
and  when  ready  to  go  below  is  the  exact  picture  of  a 
Lancashire  or  Kewcastle  miner.     We  pull  off  cap,  coat,  and 
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braces,  and  turcmg  our  faces  towards  the  steps,  as  if  about 
to  climb  or  descend  a  ladder,  we  stoop  very  low  in  order  to 
enter  the  constricted  circular  opening,  which  leads  to  im- 
penetrable darkness  and  unknown  depths- 

The  guide  goes  first,  and  is  very  fidgetty,  as  he  looks 
upwards  and  finds  us  making  a  very  clumsy  beginning, 
clinging  to  the  rude  wooden  bars,  which  are  fixed,  like  the 
rounds  of  a  ladder,  in  the  damp  ground*  His  cautions  are 
numeraus,  and  we  are  soon  able  to  avail  ourselves  of  his 
directions  and  stride  slowly  backwards  and  downwards  int« 
the  realms  below,  like  an  earthworm,  with  the  faint  glinMner 
of  the  lamp  barely  revealing  the  features  of  the  narrow 
passage  we  are  creeping  through.  At  an  angle  of  about 
45**|  or  even  less,  this  hole  is  di^illed  through  a  thick  stratum 
of  what  seems  to  be  mica-schist,  loose  and  soft  in  texture, 
and  necessitating  the  timbering  of  the  roof  with  rude  frames  of 
the  stunted,  but  apparently  durable  oak,  to  preveiit  its  falling 
in.  Every  fourteen  or  fifteen  feet  of  this  shaft,  we  calculated, 
possessed  a  gradual  turn  or  twist,  so  that  this  highly  inclined 
subterranean  way  worms  its  road  down  thTOUgh  the  rock  in  a 
spiral  direction.  Passing  through  the  beds  of  softer  rocks, 
which  allow  the  water  to  permeate  their  substance,  and  di'ip 
in  icy  globules  on  our  heads  smd  on  the  floor  of  the  shaft,  we 
come  to  a  veiy  deep  layer  of  what  must  be  a  blue  compact 
limestone,  which  must  have  cost  a  vast  amount  of  labour  and 
patience  to  penetrate,  and  wliich  the  guide  calls  bad  rock. 
StLU  downwards,  until  we  have  counted  a  hundred  and 
twenty  long  strides,  and  until  oin*  heads  are  becoming  stupid, 
and  our  arms  and  legs  well  tired  with  the  dark  uncertain 
path  and  the  irregular  way  in  which  the  steps  are  fixed. 

When  we  have  half  repented  of  our  anxiety  to  explore  a 
Chinese  coal-pit,  and  have  fully  realised  the  danger  tliat 
might  result  did  we  lose  our  hold,  or  did  some  of  those  huge 
blocks  of  hard  stone,  sustained  overhead  by  such  slender 
props,  happen  to  fall  in,  we  are  glad  to  find  the  lamp  and  its 
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brought  to  a  standstill,  and  to  hear  the  voice  of  the 
gnome  callixig  to  us  to  stop  and  look.  We  have  reached  a 
gallery,  narrow  and  wet,  running  along  the  surfiice  of  the 
coal,  which  some  excavators  have  been  digging  up  ft'ora  the 
floor.  We  go  to  the  end^  which  is  about  twenty  feet  from  the 
shaft ;  and  then  the  cicerone  telling  us  that  this  is  not  a  good 
place  for  coal^  beckons  us  to  follow  him  back  to  the  shaft, 
where  he  removes  a  small  trap-door  from  another  passage — 
which  door,  he  tells  us,  is  to  divert  the  air  from  one  gallery 
to  another — and  we  once  more  commence  a  march  downwards 
for  thirty  strides,  until  we  are  again  brought  to  a  halt  by  a  series 
of  branching  galleries  running  to  the  right  and  left,  which 
are  the  seat  of  more  active  operations.  The  place  is  now 
lonely  and  still,  however,  for  the  people  have  gone  home,  with 
the  exception  of  one  boy,  whose  twinkling  lamp  comes  across 
us  quite  unexpectedly  at  a  turn  of  the  passage.  He  is  also 
leavmg,  but  he  cnrries  with  him,  or  rather  drags  behind  him, 
the  j)roceed3  of  his  mining,  in  a  long  shallow  basket  mounted 
on  two  wooden  skids.  This  truck  is  painfully  and  laboriously 
dragged  up  the  circling  foramenj  until  it  gets  to  the  surface, 
by  means  of  a  rope  band  passed  over  the  shoulder  and 
allowed  to  play  between  the  legs,  while  the  bearer  is  puffing 
and  bloT^ving  mth  the  light  dmught  of  about  twenty-five 
pounds  of  coal  behind  him. 

Remarking  that,  though  no  means  of  ventilation  exists,  the 
pit  nevertheless  feels  cool,  and  the  air  is  not  unpleasant; 
the  man,  who  is  very  intelligent  and  communicative,  informs 
us  that  it  is  a  new  pit ;  but  that  in  the  old  pits  accidents  are 
requent  from  the  entrance  of  bad  wind^  the  want  of  drain- 
age, and  the  giving  way  of  the  roof;  and  that  when  this 
happens,  the  work  is  deserted,  and  an  opening  is  made  in 
ii^esh  gTOund* 

Having  stretched  our  backs  in  the  somewhat  lofty  passage, 
and  finding  myself  perfectly  satisfied  with  what  I  had  seen  of 
the  very  imperfect  way  in  which  the  black  stones  are  procured 
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firom  the  mountains,  —  but  which  has  probably  not  been 
improved  since  the  days  when  Polo  looked  upon  their  use  as 
something  marvellous,  we  retrace  our  steps,  and  after  a  long 
toil  emerge  once  again  to  the  fast-fading  daylight. 

I  could  not  leave  the  place,  howe%'er,  without  asking  why 
our  Chinese  friends  did  not  quarry  the  coarse  stony  anthm* 
cite  from  the  side  of  the  hill,  instead  of  beginning  on  it5  apex,  fl 
and  burrowing  through  beds  and  strata  of  tough  umnanage*  " 
able  rocks,  from  the  bowels  of  which  they  are  obliged  to  cany 
up  the  sought-for  trcosure,  >vithout  the  means  of  sup[>lymg  ^ 
fresh  air,  or  draining  oflF  the  water  that  quickly  accumulates  | 
in  troublesome  quantity.   But  they  grinned^  and  did  not  care 
about  answering  such  impeilinent  interrogations,  wliich  had 
for  their  object  only  puzzling  surmises  and  luifeasible  propo- 
sitions, quite  incompatible  with  the  stereotyped  notions  and 
rules  of  Chinese  antiquity.  ^ 

It  was  dusk  when  we  reached  our  temple.  Where  hunger   ■ 
made  us  right  willing  to  appease  its  demands  on  savoury 
viands  strongly  redolent  of  pork  fat. 

The  priests  did  their  best  to  furnish  amusement,  and  more 
especially  one  little  man,  who  appeared  to  be  deemed  a  pro- 
ficient on  the  flute:  for  aught  I  know  his  solos  extended 
far  into  the  night,  as  I  soon  went  to  sleep,  and  only  awoke 
when  warned  that  it  was  high  time  to  start  for  Peking. 
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ALBTNO,  an,  tbe  only  one  seen  by 
the  author  in  China,  273 
Altarap  oeatlj  painted  and   dacoratedj 

Alam-sticlc,  the,  a  houaeliold  neceawy 

m  China,  33 
Amaraoth;,  the^  a  kind  adnnred  hj  the 

coimtry  people,  88 
Animakj  kiodneaa  of  the  Chinese  to^  218 
An-ihaiif  the,   a  river  of  Mftntchiifi% 

forded  by  the  author,  600 
Ajchitecturcj    Chinese,    tottering"    and 

dilapidated  appearance  of,  180 
AtTow^,  Tartar,  tipped  with  square  iion 

^ikes,  19S 
Artowwort^  SoffiitcB  FoUmnf  the  edible 

root  of,  ^70 
Artist,  a  Cbmese,  extraTagaat  demand 

made  for  flome   clever  etchioga  by, 

561 
Author,  the,  travetLing  equipment   of, 

Autograph-huntera  in  Ilan-cliiLAg,  117 

RAKKSt  river,  effectei  of  ferruginous 
impregnation  on^  282 
Basltet^^  made  of  reed,  for  entrapping 

liflh,  280 
Baths,  Chinese^  a  disagreeable  one^  19 ; 
an  accoimt  of,  with  a  description  of 
the  operations  performed  in,  429,  e£ 

Bats,  nocturufll  disturbance  caused  by, 

40 ;  fondneiis  of  the  Chinese  for,  47 ; 

regarded  as  the  type  of  longerity,  ib. 
Beans,   the  oil  of,   used   for    lighting 

apartments,  o2 
Beauty,  a  Chinese,  natural  and  artificial 

adommenta  of,  160 ;  costume  of^  101, 
Beggai'g,   Chinese,    ioiportnnity  of,  in 

Tien-tsin,  18 ;  uncomfortable  position 

of,  70:  amputation  of  the  tail  of,  ib. 
Bell,  John,  of  Anti:!niiony,  alluaioti  to  his 

visit  to  China  in  the  auit  of  a  Uuflsiaji 

diplomatic  mission,  S7U 


Bill,  tavera,  a  Chinese  landlord*®,  49 

Bird-catching,  the  process  adopted  hy 
the  Chinese  in,  454;  Use  of  trained 
hawks  in,  tk 

Bird -slaughtering,  extent  to  which  cai^ 
ried  by  Chinese  tradesmen,  277 

Biaeksmith,  Mautchu,  simple  and  elR- 
cient  beUowa  of,  304 

Blue-buttoo,  a,  friendly  conduct  of,  12 

Boatmen  J  Chinese,  attempted  extortion 
of  exorbitant  fares  by,  171 

Bogue,  the  riyerT  first  entrance  of  fo- 
reigners into,  305 

Bow,  the  Tai-tar,  our  landlord's  akill  and 
strength  in  bending,  199  j  pecidiar 
rciits  for  practising  tne  use  of,  200 

BraTcs,  Celestial,  their  qualifications  as 
noldiers,  GO ;  their  inability  to  stand 
the  sound  of  cannon,  57 ;  power  i  if  en^ 
durance  displayed  by  two  wounded,  53 

Buckthorn,  Chinese,  or  HAunrntts 
Theezasiif,  127 

Buddha,  Fingers  of,  the,  a  species  of 
cimm,  179 

BuUocksj  the  operation  of  shoeing^  401 


(CAMELS,   used   in   conyeying  coals 
J     from  the  mines  to  Peking,  661  * 

Cangue,  the,  a  peculiar  Chinese  punish- 
ment, 1173 

Carp,  contrivances  for  catching,  280 

Carriage,  a  Mandf^n  travelling,  82 

Carta,  with  triangular  flags,  convoy  of, 
81 ;  description  of  village,  84 

Castor-oil  plant,  the  aeeds  of,  used  as  an 
article  of  food,  108 

Cavalry,  Chinese,  the  long  gowns  worn 
by,  319 

Cave,  a  mountain,  near  the  Great  Wai 
welcome  rescue  from  the  murderotu 
heat  of  the  sun  in,  36t5 

Cement,  white,  cisterns  of,  for  the  ma -ae- 
ration or  fennentation  of  indigo  pla  '  ta 
not  yet  in  flower,  120 

Centre,  Empire  of  the,  Chinese  account 


ms 


INDEX, 


CER 


CHI 


of  the  first  appeairaiice  of  fomgncis 
in,  305     ' 

Cerealaj  lig-bt-ateraiDcdj  ftdvftntage  of 
fKiwiDg  altijniately  with  strong-atidked 
millet;  282 

Chang-le-ShAD,  the,  a  ran^e  of  hills 
near  the  towa  of  UbtLog-le-Tow.  3:21 

Change- pill -Shan,  the  Limg  Wliitci 
MoiintaiD,  report  Tegardin^^  the  great 
lake  on  the  summit  of,  lt54 

Chimg-le'Tow,  a  city,  fortiHcationa  of, 
^20;  tho  Northern  gate  of,  221; 
speeulations  regarding  the  hostile 
preparatioas  displayed  on  the  ena- 
battled  walla  of^  33if ;  beautiful  moim- 
tidn  temple  near,  223 ;  diaappearaDce 
of  our  traTelling  cart  near  the  walla 
of,  ih.  I  iilthy  appearance  of  the  in- 
terior of,  224 ;  oiir  st^arch  for  Mafoo 
and  the  mUsiog  cart  through  the 
streets  of,  223-2l>-5 

Chautauncr,  Emperor  of  China,  murder 
of,  by  ChoOy  4i  I  assassination  of  the 
nine  sons  of,  »&, 

Che-tmr,  the  hamlet  of,  our  arriTal  at, 
71 1  curiosity  of  the  inhabit  an  ta  of, 
ib.  J  inquiaitive  visitors  during  break- 
fast  at,  77 ;  portmita  of  Tartar  beau- 
ties in  the  inn  of,  78 

Children,  village,  strange  appearance  of, 
114;  fantastic  arrangement,  in  tufta 
and  tails,  of  the  hair  of,  115 

Chili,  province  of,  general  appearJince 
and  parer  atmosphere  of,  100;  im- 
proved condition  and  living  of  the 
people  in,  tb. ;  view  of  the  hoary 
mountain  barriers  of  granite  on  the 
confines  of,  and  beautiful  coamorama 
of  wavy  vegetation  in,  107 ,"  extent 
to  whidi  the  cdtivation  of  the  soil  is 
earned  in,  t'h. ;  culttvation  uf  melons, 
ming-wha,  maizes  and  plants  affonling 
a  blue  dye  in,  108  ;  description  of  the 
gardena  of,  109 ;  our  departure  lirom, 

China,  our  first  unsuccessful  attempt  in 
the  language  of,  24 ;  chivalrous  period 
in  the  history  of,  GO ;  decline  of  the 
military  art  in,  64  ;  strange  incon- 
ftistenciea  among  the  people  of,  08 ; 
antagonistic  theories  of  the  legal  code 
of,  fh,  I  Buperabundaiii  population  of, 
70 ;  mountain  scenery  of^  87 ;  wav- 
side  draw-weUs  in,  111 ;  an  unusually 
demonstrative  native  of,  120 ;  imiall 
influence,  in  mo<lifying  or  directing 
the  prcigress  of  other  nations,  exerted 
by,  181  ;  scarcity  of  monuments,  and 
neglect  of  the  art?i  of  sculpture  and 
carving  in,  181^182 ;  a  rainy  day  iu» 
212 1  u9e  of  expensive  fura  in^  SSO  j 
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warm  dotiung  wmi  Ini  240 ;  compo- 
aitiion  of  the  raonntaina  on  the  tnai^ 
of  the  Great  Plain  of,  S44  ■  thn  pie^ 
Christian  history  of,  335 ;  origin  of 
the  name  of,  336;  allusdon  to  t]i0 
devastations  caused  by  the  Japanesa 
in,  37 7  ;  diversity  in  the  race  and  ap^ 
pearance  of  the  populiition  of,  433; 
stereotyped  representations  of  Euro- 
peans by  theaitist*?  of,  4^54 ;  phyiiog- 
noroical  peculiarities  of  the  native* 
of  the  North  and  South  of,  434; 
neceBsity  of  caution  while  travelling 
in  British  costume  in  the  lai^  towns 
of,  501 ;  early  h^urs  of  busine^  ob- 
served by  the  inhabitants  of  the  large 
commercial  cities  of,  50i3 ;  obstLaato 
ob&tructiveneia  of  govemmeut  offi- 
cials in,  548 
China,  North,  extremes  of  temperatufe 
experienced  in,  2,  ^  j  the  bitter  aifht 
winds  of,  5  ;  leai»e  granted  to  thf 
author  to  travel  in,  8-  prepat&ttouB 
for  an  expedition  to  the  northern  eoo- 
fines  of,  10,  ei  #rj. ;  conduct  of  the 
British  and  French  ^Idiers  in,  21-f ; 
use  and  abuse  of  the  English  language 
in^  25 ;  the  music  and  musical  ama- 
teurs of,  130;  musical  funeml  pro- 
cessions in,  131 ;  antagonism  of 
Southern  China  to,  137 ;  attention  to 
education  manifested  in,  150;  land- 
fence  to  protect  the  fields  and  pidens 
against  the  drifting  grit  of  the  sand- 
wastes  in,  151 ;  diversitied  landscape, 
with  granite  or  limestone  ridgejrv  in, 
152  ;  an  Arcadia  in,  IGCS ;  a  comfort- 
able  inn  occupied  by  the  aathnr  in,  - 
177 ;  the  houses,  and  their  amnge- 
jTipnt,  in,  179 — 83;  prevalence  of  ab- 
siiri]  ^sjju  r^titions  in,  187  i  spells  for 
ihu  Milg  Ligation  of  evil  spirit*  used  by 
the  natives  of,  188 ;  a  peculiar  prepa- 
ration used  as  fuel  in,  108 ;  tt^veUiog 
in  rainy  weather  on  the  roads  of,  214; 
the  author  caught  by  a  heavy  storm  ^i 
while  travelling  in,  213 ;  an  open-iiir  ^H 
theatre  frequented  by  the  natives  of^  ^H 
228 ;  great  prevalence  of  the  ciistom  ^* 
of  cramping  and  contining  the  feet  in, 
211 1  ;  numner  of  dressing  the  hair  fol- 
low(?d  by  the  nntivea  of,  233;  the 
Pariah  dog  of,  ih. ;  cheerful  travellers 
encountered  in,  237 ;  the  author  and 
his  companion  lose  their  way  whDe 
travelling  in,  247;  ditHculties  of  tra- 
velling over  the  flooded  roads  of,  2tiiJ ; 
timidity  t.x;casionRlly  displayed  by  the 
nativea  of,  *7j.  ;  eqttestnan'  traveOera 
encountered  in,  2*j7  ;  the  straggEng 
wheel- barrow  men  of,  I'b. ;  inacciuacy 
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in  receDt  maps  of,  310  j  morbid  influ- 
ence produced  by  the  summer  mom- 
iB^-s  sun  of,  321 ;  resemblnnce^  to 
those  of  Europe,  of  the  iostmnieotiS 
ustnl  in  the  workshops  of,  395 

China,  Souths  character  of  the  inhabit- 
ants  of,  140 ;  ren*?gade  natives  of  141. 

Chinese,  Ihe^  cruel  treatment  of  pnaoner^ 
bv,  ti3 ;  the  brute  courage  of^  ib. ; 
ctai^teristic  indiffeirence  of»  84  j  the 
agrioiltaral  industry  of,  110^  perse- 
vering curiosity  of*  124,  H  pmgim; 
general  decent  attire  and  honesty  of, 
!30t}j  kiDdness  displayed  ti>  Aniniab 
by,  218;  the  costume  of,  240;  cool 
imdeTclotbing  worn  by^,  544;  HJua- 
trntion  of  the  wonderful  ingenuity 
and  industry  of,  270;  knowledge  of 
the  use  of  fire-arms  aaid  to  HftTe  been 
received  froni  captured  Japanese  by, 
378 ;  mild  field-sport  of,  mS ;  ancient 
use  of  tobacco,  aJid  diflagnf^eable  me- 
thod of  smoking  by,  439 :  the  utilita- 
rian aentiments  of,  4^6 ;  alliiflion  to  the 
abomiuftble  habits  of,  o4;i 

Chinese,  Northern,  the  reverence  for  old 
ag«  manifested  by,  205^  comfortable 
clothlD^  worn  by,  241 ;  quantity  of 
suits  of  clothes  worn  in  winter  by» 
242  ;  important  point  in  the  lawg  of 
health  attended  bv,  244 ;  indifference 
to  perflonal  cleanliness  manifested  hy, 
427 ;  fondness  for  son^-birds  univer* 
ially  exhibited  hy,  453;  skill  in 
teacbiug  birds  to  perform  various 
Tocal  feats  dinplayed  oy,  455 

Choo,  Genend,  the  hi'iHtory^  of,  ^  j 
•  itsurpation  <jf  the  throne  by,  43; 
crueltVj  under  the  influeneo  of  super- 
Btition,  exercised  by,  45;  murder  of 
Chinese  litmrati  by,  ik  ;  the  murder 
of,  by  hia  fion  Moo-te,  4(* 

Chow-foo-Shan,  a  range  of  hiUs,  225 

Chow-foo,  the  village  of,  Bignboard  of 
an  inn  in,  230 

Chung-hue-soht  a  large  and  busy  town, 
408  ;  uncomfortable  night  at  an  inn 
outside  the  walla  of,  &9  j  extensive 
environs  of,  410 

Chimg  tn-tau,  thcj  or  Middle  Hood  from 
Kfli-ping  to  the  Great  Wall,  142 

Chung- Yung,  the,  or  the  Happy  Me- 
diutUi  the  road  selected  by  our  cart- 
man  for  travelling  to  the  Great  Wall 
bv,  the  difficulties  of,  143 

Clay-skte,  iron,  282 

Coal,  in  the  beds  of  mountain  fitreams, 
tracea  of,  282 
'  Coal-niiuesi,   the,   beyond   Peking,  the 

I  author's  determination  to  visit,'  i}o8 ; 

k  slaty  etructure  of  the  hills  containing. 


662 ;  mountain  steps  of  mica  slate  or 
gnei^  to  assist  in  conveyin|ip  baskets 
of  coal  from,  ib. ;  objfCtiona  made  to 
jGrranting  ns  permission  to  descend 
into,  5G3  y  thick  layer  of  Hue  com- 
pact limestone  observed  in  one  of, 
6*^14 ;  dangerou'^  means  of  descent 
him,  ik  -J  aci'idents  in  the  galleries  of, 
505  ;  impertinent  questions  regarding 
the  method  of  verting  in,  500 

Comet,  the,  eurpri?^Hl  bv  the  imeipected 
appearance  of,  ti? ;  old-fashioned  tale 
regarding  one,  Ji8 

Commissioner,  Imperial  Chinese,  leave 
to  travel  obtained  from,  10 

Confucius,  reported  destruction,  by  the 
Emperor  Tche-hwang-ti,  of  the  wri- 
tings of,  3.17 

Cookerv,  Chinese  J  a  disgusting  specimen 
of,  128 

Cook-shop,  a  Chinese,  singnlar delicacies 
di^layed  in,  249 

Coolies,  Chinese,  in  Tien-tsin,  17 

Coo-yah,  the  town  of,  autlior's  arrival 
at,  133;  niarket-day  seeueji  in,  134; 
display  of  Yang- row  at  the  butchera' 
stalld'of,  1^55;  articles  prepared  in 
the  ciKjking  and  eating  establishments 
of,  145 ;  pony,  mule,  and  donkey 
market  at,  14*J ;  parties  of  donkey - 
riders  retuming  frcun  market  at,  147 

Corea,  the  palisade  preventing  the  Chi- 
nese invasion  of,  545 

Coresjis,  the,  course  of  the  author  on 
the  tirack  of,  375 

Corniorant,  the  fishing,  273 

Costume,  the  Chinese,  curiosities  of^ 
75;  ease  and  comfort  of,  2Si^i  sum- 
in  er  and  winter  forms  of,  239,  H  scq. 

Cotton-plant,     S^  Ming^-wha. 

Courier,  Russian,  from  Peking  to  Ivhe- 
ata,  ostonishing  ride  on  a  Tartar  pony 
by,  79 

Cow-chow-wah,  a  bustling  viDage,  mid- 
day halt  at,  SS4 ;  cara^fuiBiUry  for  the 
benefit  of  traveilen*  at,  385 

Cows,  beautiful  small,  amusement  of 
the  Chinese  in  witnessing  our  at- 
tempts to  milk,  468 

Curiosity,  Chinese,  amusing  instance  of, 
20&f  ctp&sdm 


DOCUMENT,  a  singular  Chinese,  10. 
Dogs,  Chinese,  race  and  appearance 
of,  263-4 ;  limnan  flesh  sometimes  de- 
voured by,  2*C5;  different  breeds  of, 
1^. ;  Mantchnrian  hunting,  ih. 
Boors,  a  curious  contrivance  for  closing, 

124 
Diaw-wella,  wayside,  amid  half  circles 
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of  emerald  green  willows,  112;  plead- 
ing aflaemblj  of  the  g^>ssipiIl^  village 
patriATchs  around^  114 
Du  Hftlde,  Father,  accoiint  of  the  coun- 
try lying  bejond  Liautoong  jn%'eti  bj^, 
551 


EELS,  contriyanca^  for  catclxing,  260. 
Ee-ma-taehwan,  tlie  pretty  vUlage  of, 
Bpring  well  at,  105 
England,  Chineise  ignorance  of,  436 
English,  Chinese,  specimens  of,  25* 
lilngli^b,  th€\   strange   opinions   of  tbo 

Nortliem  Chineae  neg^ding,  306 
Euniicbs,  Chinese,  the  number  and  cha- 
racter of,  39  J    Choo*9  massacre   of* 
41 


I^AX-CHA-^KINj  a  IVlantchu  hoy  of 
royal  descant,  tradition  of,  156 

Fan-inacribing,  a  day's  labour  at,  118 

F^innhouse,  a,  contenta  of  a  humble 
dormitory  in,  400 

Felt,  an  excellent  kind  made  by  the 
Northern  Chinese,  242 

Females,  Chinese,  disturbance  censed 
among,  by  the  sndden  appearance  of 
the  author  and  hi^  tjavetling  com- 
panion, 22B 

Ferriea,  over  riyers,  maintained  in  lieu 
of  bridges  by  the  Government,  172 

Firebricks,  Ckiueee,  preparation  o^ 
198 

Fireside,  the  English,  disgukition  on, 
190 

Fish,  ingenious  method  employed  by 
the  Chinese  in  catching  large  quan- 
tities of,  271,  280 

Ilorin^  an  Epglish,  exaggerated  delight 
of  a  Chinese  feriyman  on  receiving, 
204 

Fly-catchers,  Paradise,  an  exq^ulsite  and 
singular  little  birtl,  458 

Ffl,  the  Ctod,  Chinese  Pai'adifle  pKH 
raised  bv,2(J8 

Fohi,  traditions  of,  85 

Fon  tin  alia,  the,  the  truly  grateful  and 
sanctified  festivals  of,  358 

Forts,  circular,  of  Mantchuria,  the  sup- 
posed object  and  probable  history  uf, 
370-7 

Franlfst,  the,  or  Fa-lan*ki,  first  appear- 
nnce  (jf,  in  Chma,  305 

Fung-tai,  the  larger  town  of,  turn -out 
nf  the  population  on  our  arrival  at, 
00 ;  the  honseii  and  shops  of,  104 ; 
manufacturing  industry  of,  ib,  j  de- 
etcription  of  the  road  leatUng  from 
the  suburbs  of,  ih. ;    improved  ap- 


peamnce  of  the  countiy    after  pui- 

mg,  10t5 
Fungseen,  the  flower  from  which  the 

bro'UTiiah -yellow  dye    for    colQuring 

the  noils  is  obt^ned,  101 
Fmag-whimg-tiug,  a  town  at  the  gate  of 

the  same  name  ill  the  palisaide  se- 
parating   Corea    from    Miyitchuria, 

375 
Fung- whang,   the  ^te  by  which  the 

Coreana  are  admitted  mto  Tartans 

545 
Fure,  vnrious  expensiTe  kmdd  of,  used 

in  China^  239-40 


GAN-SHIH,  minister  6f  tbf<  Emperor 
Shin-taungj  the  unpopular  militia 
of  64 

Gajdens,  Chilian,  description  of,  100 

(Inats,  a  night  concert  of,  35 

Croat,  a  diminutive  black  kind  of,  pecu- 
liar to  the  country,  73 

Gods,  Chinese  household,  description 
of,  191 

Gold-fiah^  a  curious-looking  kind  of, 
170 

Oolgothaa,  horrid  Chineae,  175 

Granite,  mountains  of,  in  the  province 
of  Chili,  107 ;  abundance  of,  in  Chin^ 
180  ^  limited  use  of,  in  building,  ih. ; 
our  jouraey  impeded  by  masses  of, 
281 ;  a  beAutifid  eream-^oloi^ed  kmd 
ocea^ionaUy  used  in  building,  448; 
mountains  of  grey -coloured,  502 

Grasehoppej,  the  Great  Green,  con  fined 
in  cages  by  the  inhabitanta  of  Ying- 
tsze,  401  # 

Graveyards,  Chinese  industry  in  plough- 
ing, scraping,  and  sowing,  111 

Grocer,  a  Chinese,  our  unceremonioua 
intrusion  into  tiie  htxck  pjirlour  o£ 
481 

Guardhouse,  Chinese,  lonely  situation 
o{^  54 ;  display  of  arms  on  the  walls 
of,  05 

Gulf,  the,  or  Eitstem  Sea,  view  of,  from  a 
mountain  peak  near  the  Great  Wall, 
324 

GYinniistics,  Tartar,  miUtaij  fraumig 
'in,  202 


HAIR-DRF^SING,  fantastic  North 
Chinese*  methotU  of, 
II al ting-place,  our  first  night's,  30 
Ilanohung,  commotion  of  the  natlvei 
on  our  unexpected  arrival  at,  115} 
comments  on  our  appearance,  co9* 
tume,  and  mode  of  wntinj^,  madehj, 
inhabitants  of,  110;  amuamg  inquiai- 
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HAK 


EA1 


tlveness  of  a  respectable  spectacled 
old  gentleman  at,  117;  autograph 
himtere  of^  tb^ 

Hares,  practice  of  hiintang,  with  hawks 
and  dofT^  382-3 

Hay,  Lord  John,  unexpected  maeting 
with,  in  North  Chinn,  552 

Heat,  ml&Tf  in  Nortlieni  China,  oppresii^ 
nive  effects  of,  l^ri  seq. 

Heath,  a  wild  and  desolate,  our  progress 
over,  51 

Hien-Fnng,  the  'Abundant  Plenty/ 
the  defltli  of,  t]S 

Hollyhocks  J  pink  and  Tied,  88 

Hong-kong^  a  peripatetic  musician  In, 
130 ;  quarrels  among  the  female  do- 
mestics of  a  lady  at,  188 

Htiopoe^  the,  amusing  coqitetrr  of,  1&3 

Horse-dealer,  a  TOgulsh  Chinese,  pur- 
chase of  a  Tartar  pony  from,  11 

Horse-doctor,  the,  or  Vi-nia  of  North 
China  and  Tartar>%  appearance  and 
conversation  of,  401 ;  the  caiie  of 
instnunents  used  by,  403 ;  \ene- 
section,  and  other  '^  operations,  as 
performed  by,  404 ;  know! edge  of 
inatomy  poasesfled  by,  405  ;  method 
of  atlmlmsteriug  medicine  followed 
by,  ik ;  Belief  in  the  efficacy  of 
horse-flesh  os  a  remedy  for  many 
human  iUs  maintained  by,  407 

IIoT«e-shoe,  the  Tartar,  description  of, 
400 

Horse-ahoe,  the  lucky,  use  of,  in  North 
China,  188 

HoTiie-ilioemgT  method  of,  and  instru- 
ments used  in,  400 

Houses,  firit  and  middle  elaas,  court- 
yards, and  internal  arrangements  of, 
184 ;  grotesque  display  of  Chinese 
taste  in  the  roofs  of,  185  ;  lofty  struc- 
ture of  poles  and  lath  iu  the  main 
courtyams  of,  ih.;  quarters  for  do- 
mestics in,  186;  use  of  calico  and 
paper  in  the  windows  of,  191-2; 
brsKiers  and  stoyes  used  for  warming 
the  apartmenta  of,  102  j  sleeping 
rooms  m^  ik 

Hmn-h5,  the  Muddy  Riyer,  a  tributar>* 
of  the  Liauj  scenetj  on  the  banks  of, 
518;  substantial  stone  bridge  over, 
and  granite  fiudng  of  the  left  bank 
of,  6<10 ;  appearance  of  the  countiy 
on  the  right  bank  of,  561 

Hun -Chow,  a  walled  town  in  ^lant- 
churia,  authoT^B  amyiil  at,  384 

Hwang-sbing-hd,  the,  river,  a  branch 
of  the  Pehtaug-h^,  90 

IIwa-Yen,  the  flowery  language,  Mr. 
M,'a  rai^givings  as  to  his  knowledge 
of  J 15 


1IX>L,  the  household,  ineenae  ^cka 
burnt  before,  299 

Indifterence,  Chinese,  characteristic  il- 
lustration of,  84 

Indigo,  greenish  purple,  cultiyation  of, 
11  Sri;  cisterns  for  the  maceration  of, 
120 

inns,  Chinese,  the  pests  of,  *TJ ;  scene  of 
confusion,  and  scarcity  of  accommo- 
dation at  one,  07  ',  disturbance  in,  98  ; 
description  of  lumber-room  occupied 
by  author  in,  100 ;  the  door- fasten- 
ings of,  124;  scene  of  fun  in,  126; 
the  taa  served  to  guests  in,  127 ;  dis- 
gusting dishes  seryed  up  in,  128 ;  un- 
eivil  and  ei^tortionate  landlord  c^, 
137;  floors  aud  walls  of  apartment 
in,  190;  increase  as  we  approach  the 
Qraat  Wall,  in  the  number  of,  281  j 
RdTiyal  at,  and  interior  of,  one  newly 
erected,  285-6 

Inn,  A  uumdarin'fl^  homage  ti^  the  absent 
Son  of  Heaven  the  owy  payment  ex- 
pected at,  S70 

Inscription,  interesting,  on  a  elah  of 
blue  slate,  translation  of,  189 

Interpreters,  Chinese,  engagement  of, 
12 ;  the  dislike  to  travel  manifested 
by,  13  ;  compelled  to  start  on  our 
joiuney  without,  14 ;  engagement  of 
one,  whose  service s  we  had  the  good 
fortune  to  lose,  139 

Inundations,  river,  the  caiuies  and  con- 
sequences of,  53 ;  less  frequency,  and 
minor  extent  of^  th. 

Iron-stone,  clay,  author's  difficult  pro- 
gross  over  rifted  blocks  of,  346 


JADE-STONE,    heavy    ear-ring    of, 
worn  by  a  Chinese  Tbeautv,  161 
Japanese,  the,  invasions  of  China  by,  377 
JosB-shrine,  the,  position  of,  in  a  Chinese 

house,  184 
Juggler,  a  peripatetic  Tartar,  the  tra^ 
veiling  cart,  eompunions,  and  pai'a- 
phenmlia  of,  389 
Junk,  the  Chinese,  varieties  of,  4D0 

KAI-PING,  the  town  of,  internal  ap- 
pearance of  an  apothecary  *s  shop  m, 
123;  auspicious  salute  by  a  group  of 
shop-keepere  of,  ilt.;  dilapidated  and 
neglected  appearance  of,  123 ;  commo- 
tion on  our  arrival  at  the  inn  of,  124 ; 
how  geese  were  sent  up  to  table  by  the 
cook  of  the  inn  at,  128  ;  entertainment 
after  dinner  by  a  wandering  minstrel 
of,  158;  advantages  of  the  different 
Ttjads  to  the  Great  Wall  from^  142^0 


an 
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Kfing,  the,  a  brick  »tc*ve-bedpl*w;e  in 
ChineBO  iipartments^  192;  the  fuel 
aod  pit-flueB  for  htratinj^,  198^  dia- 
advantagea  and  risks  off  104 

Kaag:bi\  the  Emperor,  magnificeut  pU- 
gnniagB  of,  S80;  Father  Verbiest'a 
account  of  the  pro^i^a  of,  381  ; 
i^ioble  %Yfty  of  oondiictitig  sport  by 
the  followers  of,  382 

KanflUj  tht?  PKivince  of  Profound  Peace, 
progress  of  tlut  Great  Wall  to,  IM> 

Ke,  a  loyely  damsel,  tadition  of,  165 

Key-aiang,  the  *  AiiflpiciotiB  Omen,' 
ascent  of  the  Dragoti  throne  by*  38 

Kieii  Lun^,  the  st^hojar  sovereign  of  the 
Mantebu  rat^e,  tradition  believed  by, 

im 

Kih-yunfifi  a  Chineao  lebel^  cruel  action 
committed  by,  63 

KiHp  the  Golden  Trihe,  aneestora  of  the 
Mantchiis,  tradition  respecting  the 
origin  of,  L34 

fCinchow,  the  siscond  cily  beyond  the 
(Ircat  Wall,  errfmeonslv  aaid  to  be 
the  port  of  Moukden,  410;  mgY\»  of 
onr  approach  to,  420;  the  tiltliy 
BuburhH,  421  ;  the  walls,  gates,  *u;d 
guard -room  of,  ib, ;  streets  aud  ebops 
of,  422  ^  gala  appeamnce  of  one  of 
the  etreets  of,  4M ;  clieap  purchases 
made  in,  ib. ;  charactenfltica  of  the 
female  inhabitanta  of,  45G 

Kioro,  a  woodcrfid  character,  ancestor 
of  the  Kin,  tradition  respecting,  154 

LABOURERH,  amphibion^,  279 
Lady,  a  Chinese,  living  near  the 

Great  Wall,  pecidiar  head-dresa  of,  2fK) 
Lag'aon,  a  temporarj^j  evidence  of  the 

former  existence  of,  nt  Tlon-tain,  5S 
Lakes,   ahnllow    freeb- water,    hunting, 

iishing,  and  gardening  in,  270 
Lamp,  ft,  of  primitive  condtiniction,  used 

in  North  China,  3S 
Lancbow,    the    town    of,    Pharos-like 

fagoda  at,  158  j  wall  and  towers  of, 
oO;  thick  uall-stndded  gates  of, 
162 ;  the  coniniercial  transactions  of, 
1G8;  amuainp:  attempts  at  English 
ronyersation  by  the  inquisili>  o  inha- 
bitants of,  16^1;  novel  kitchens  imd 
eating  bouses  of,  ib.^  the  Pa^mda  Ilill 
and  little  tempi ea  in  the  neighbour- 

iKKid  of,  urn 

Land,  fact  illnstratire  of  the  gradual 
advance  made  on  the  sea  by,  285 

Landlord,  an  extoitionate  and  miciviL 
137 

Language,  the  native,  diAiid vantages  of 
tnivelling  in  China  without  a  know- 
ledge of,  15 


Lan*h<^,  the  riv^er^  beautiful  phun 
watered  by,  104 ;  ineidents  of  the  buft 
Chinese  war  connected  with,  165 ; 
remarkable  hilly  lan+iscape  on  the 
banka  of,  ib. ;  boat  trafHc  on,  167 ;  ihe 
feTv  over,  160;  ch mining  hindscape 
on  the  hanks  of,  173 

Lares  and  Penates,  the  North  Chinese^ 
191 

Ijarks,  crested,  large  Eoeks  of^  152 

Law,  a  strange  old^  alluded  to  in  the 
story  of  Geoeral  Cboo,  59 

Le-end~tswang,  the  vlUage  of|  hospi- 
tality of  the  Chief  Priest  of  tne 
Teinple  of  Foong-foo-tsza  in,  561 : 
the  slated  roofs  of  the  bouses  of,  562 

Le-how-choo,  tradition  relating  ^o,  230 

Li,  the  dilfi^rent  estimation  of,  m  North 
and  South  China,  415 

Liatung,  Crtdf  of,  our  sensatiiXDS  on 
hearing  the  surging  watera  of,  283 

Liau,  the  river,  and  its  trib atari sa, 
statements  in  old  native  geogmpben 
regarding,  511 

Liau-h6,  tbw  river,  the  tortuous  conrae 
of,  471 ;  rich  grain^gr owing  countiy 
on  the  banks  of*  472:  a  cumbersome 
f(!rrv-boat  cjd,  ib.^  circuitous  course 
of,  482 

Liau-yang,  a  city  of  Manlehuria,  our 
meeting  with  the  guide  appiiinted  to 
con  duet  us  to,  408 ;  trt>nblcaouie 
euriissity  of  the  mob  at  an  inn  m^ar, 
501 ;  scant  historical  in  forma ti  on  to  bn 
gleaned  respecting^  502 :  hner  trading 
and  commercial  aspect  of,  503-4 ;  the 
samsbu  shops  of,  504 ;  gardens  within 
the  walls  ot,  605  j  the  pagoda  of,  506; 
dejuurture  by  the  gate  of  tba  Coreans 
from,  508 

Lilies,  golden,  a  Chinese  name  for 
cramped  feet,  232 

Longevity,  universal  use  of  the  Chineae 
character  expressing,  185 

Loo-gu-cbow,  an  antiquated  walled  town 
beyond  Peking,  5oO 

Lotus,  or  Watt*r-lilyy  the  Faba  .^jfi/p' 
fiatrftf  abundant  gi'owth  of,  ^7 ;  pr^ 
ference  entertained  by  the  Chineae 
for,  268 ;  sale  of  the  edible  ^etMls,  or 
nuts,  and  the  tubercles  of»  200 

Lou-pang,  or  consumption,  immtmitj  of 
the  Cilia ese  fn>m,  243 

Lvmnens  8tJ^r^alis,  specimens  q^  fteilL 
"by  the  author,  53 


MACAO,    first  appearance    of   UqI* 
landers  at,  305 
Macartney,  Lord,  Chinese  chronidea  of 
the  visit  of,  305 
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'fciiiff.mi  fitoomif  divA  Aid 

IodcsIhI  ilafeev  «t 
I  in  of  N^wckMfe  wttk  m  W,  477 

Hft-g^m^  the,  m  p«e«fiw  C1iiB6K  g»» 

n  Oyii,  t^  nildife  caltt- 
^¥» 
Mmadmmg  te  iisniiar  mmmt  cf  % 

qU,  SIS,  irf  #«f. ;  osraHtm  witk  m 

i,,-.-.  -  .r,.ii-   i__i  '   -  ■         -  ■    -- .      Mfm  * 

MsiptMXfaa  sat  lUuiiNt  jrinuhg^  4' « I 
cne  of  tbe  siBlWT  trw  ob  s  ' 
512  -r- 

H«admi%  m  acort  o^  83;  _ 
wBDt  «/  eiadogr  exMbned  l^  3ill; 
Loid  Jaki  HaT>  wwkatfe  «f  1^ 
deeeitfiLl  wmrt  <i^  5SS 

MflBdcrina,  tlw  Im  of  tit, 

■L  380|  the  bIomI  « 

leesvft  M  in,  300;  la^oovs  aiid 
iBMW  wetmem  ■!,  ^1 1  egMninAtixi 
qf  Ifalbo  ^  MB 

Clffi  into,  ^4;    FaUi^   Tct^Mfi 
Imioii  to  tbe  decsT  of  T«ri<M« 
I,  41t ;   dcKiptm  oT  tie 


ifi,    414;    w 

rible  to  tht  i^&wtm  oC  1llJ 

land  t%4ia;  tlie 
dBlnnlMd  fieldt  ol^ 
muse  of  tb0  po- 
of, 4^';  ft  mulM  ^UJ* 
tiSTieDiiif  111,436;  imaiul  c&ufe  itf 
tlie  IftiiimMre  in,  437 ;  ddtuimtioii  of 
tlie  CluneiG  bij  43^;  prei-aJencfe  of 
^odre  ■moD^  the  females  <i(  li.; 
giowtii  of  tobacco^  and  waiMBfll  p»- 
^fslenw  of  mNMaiir  0%  430;  todt 
IgOKitaig  tb«  tlhiif  pod*  of  m  bare 
ind  nuMiUe  dktriet  oi;  450;  tbe 
^Quaea  and  i]iaf«b«*  of  the  iili  pRH 
ducing  pottiofi  of^  4'"^! ;  fum-liottKiy 
and  fentarkfl  Oil  agrkidtxiisl  optratmi 
in,  40a-6:  pietme  of  a  tiILm  adwMl 
illy  407-^;  barrcat  ttma  m^  SSI; 
mmtsal  babit  cfT  w«»uig'  «iiii«  in, 
51^  I  bevildeniieiit  md  €mvm^  erea 


of  dHl 
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bj  tbe 


raee  ol,  lift;  m  1 
tiie<^adRtt*ai 

380;  ini  g^BMi  of  t^  pMlonl 
tifeoC  aat;  1^  YilteB  UMti7  < 
398;    amtton    to    bo 


Feio, 

(i»teXS4S;b07taidi 

tbe  iraideiint  wiK^TO  <  5^7 
Man^  «waam,  wwt  of  lien-tRn,  i^ 

daimed  b^  Qbineie  mdiiitrT,  27U 
HfBteblocH  Ckmgm,   tbe    prooen   of 

Ioa£^  tTe 
Mof-jvoi,   m  flud^    CbineK  mmar^ 

wt^^cm  antweiii  o^  00;   Cbano 
aof  t^  affcor- 

a  kaid  of  tUddf  ~ 

bine  oottoo^  mncb  aaed  Ibr  < 

bf  tbo  poor  Cbnioie,  341 
lUm^  dn^  oHve  i>«ea,  abnudaaeo 

ol^  in  Cliii^  lOe 
MfiM*iiiM^  ii|iofted  dootrndiini  of  tho 

wiitinea  d(  337 
IfiHtia,  diev  tikicaof  tbe  €1iiii«de  pea- 

aaatrr  ta  eacme  oorioe  iiu  04 
liii1i^,{anmfteablojiMgfano^l08;tfao 

MallcioinHd  wiA  wood  a«  afod,  198 
l&nmp    iCTiailpUate    iMemblanco    be^ 

twven  tboift  in  tlio  ooalptta  of  Cbina, 

nnd  of  Loneatfaire  and  Novastle,  S«3 
Mii^-wba,    tbe   dwai€ak,    or   ooten 

nbnt,  plola  of  in  CbiM,  lOS 
M&utreky  nvndmi]^,  1^ 
Jlo^nil  Taftan,  the,  or  Mantcbna,  tJbo 

anitaiy  ^iialitie«  and  power  of  en* 

danng  pain  esiliibited  W^  57;    tbe 

Tvnocta  namca,  md  tbe  ebaracteT  of^ 

^8 ;  poli^  of  tbo  CMaese  in  bujing 

ofiVy  341 
Maty-Uf  mitrder  of  bb  fatber,  the  "Emt- 

perar  Choo,  bj,  sAd  nieide  o^  48 
Moa^o^oei,  tbe  ni^bt  attentma  o^M; 

agonj  om^ed  bj  tbe  bites  ot^  SI ; 

ganze  cnrtum  ofled  aa  a  proteelion 

agatnat,90 
]foakd«nf   tbe  capita  of  Mantcbixrl% 

BaGDn'«  adiioe  to  tboae  about  to  maka 

tbo  gtaad    toyr  followed  at,    53S; 

w«Ik,  pvapet,  and  towen  of;  633; 
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the  eight  gates,  bird*a*ejre  view,  and 
plfln  of|  534;  the  drum  and  bell 
towers  of,  53S ;  tlie  ancient  palace  of 
the  Tartar  ao?ereignB  in,  ik  }  the 
history  of  ^^i^l  the  euihuBiastie  Kien- 
hing's  eulogies  of,  5*^;  unpftroUeled 
excitement  in  tlio  streeta,  and  in  the 
courtjard  of  the  inn,  on  our  arrival 
atj  541 J  the  names  of,  542 ;  iat^^r- 
conrae  -with  a  friendly  merchant  of, 
541,  d  jutq, ;  information  regarding 
tho  real  Mantchu  inhabitants  of,  544  j 
diifappointment  in  not  obtaining  ad- 
mission to  the  palace  of,  540 ;  re* 
ception  room  of  the  Emperor  Shim* 
che^  and  structure  for  sm  brothera 
atj  547  ;  popular  report  regarding-  the 
tmnamissiou  of  money  from  PekiDg 
to,  548;  amusing  excitement  caused 
by  the  sight  of  a  European  dinner  at, 
dto ;  the  tompernture  and  ealubrity 
of,  550  J  extortionate  demands  of  a 
Chinese  nrtifit  for  a  memento  of,  551 

Momi tains  near  the  Great  Wall,  ascent 
of,  and  the  bofiriugs  of  various  land- 
marks taken  from  a  peak  of,  ^23  j  the 
author  loaca  his  way  among,  348  ^  his 
descent  of,  by  the  dW  bed  of  a  torrent, 
363  5  alarm  caused  among  certain 
countrymen  by  his  sudden  appearance 
on  descending  from,  362;  party  or- 
ganized by  Mafoo  to  aearch  for  him 
when  lost  among,  'MS 

Mower,  a  Chiuesei  venerable  appear- 
Bnce  of,  74 

Mule,  a,  difficulties  and  delay  caused 
by  the  obstinacy  of,  00 ;  the  service- 
able qualities  exhihited  by,  80 

Music,  the,  of  North  China,*  130;  tLsign 
of  good  government  exhibited  by 
the  cultivation  of,  133  ?  comparatire 
merits  of  English  and  Chineae,  135  ; 
Chinese  funeral j  505 


NELEMBIUM,  the  growth  of^  in 
Hnalt  ditches  anti  pools,  270 ; 
cimous  appliiinoes  used  in  gathering 
the  root  of,  278 

Newcbang,  our  entrance  into  the  large 
sta'aggUug  to^vti  of,  474  ;  unfriendly 
reception  at,  and  hostile  demonstra- 
tions in,  475 ;  our  enforced  departure 
from  the  abominfthle  inn  ot,  479; 
our  return  to,  404  ;  declining  nppcar- 
ance^  and  cause  nf  the  decay  of,  405 

Niog-haij  or  Shan -hai-K wan,  the  town 
oi,  om'  appi^acli  to,  201 

King  Yuen  Chow*  a  city  of  ^lantchnrifi, 
lonelv  and  desolate  appearance  of^ 
413  " 
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AK,  the,  a  peculiar  dwnrfisb  l?aitety 

of^  near  tne  coal  mines,  562 

'  Odin,*  the,  passage  acrosa  the  Gulf  in. 
554 

OBicer,  a  young  ChinesCt  uniform  and 
appearance  of,  170;  important  fier- 
Vice  rendered  by,  171 

Ophthalmia,  veir  prevalent  among  the 
Chinese  poor,  128 

Opium-shops,  the,  at  Tien-tsio,  the 
great  number  of,  265  j  the  appear- 
ance of,  250 

Opium-smokers,  intejTUptioa  of  one  m 
the  enjojTnent  of  hia  luxury,  99; 
appearance  of,  compared  with  tjiat  of 
the  Stambou!  opium-cheweis,  267; 
exaggerated  street  pictures  of^  250 

Opinm^smoking,  process  of^  254 ;  effect 
produced  on  the  system  by,  (k ;  ex- 
aggerated representations  uf  the  evil 
consequences  of,  255 1  a  confirmed 
Totary  of,  258-9;  increase  of,  300; 
the  cifect  of  alcoholic  liquors  com- 
pared  with  that  of,  ib, 

Onole,  the  Golden,  a  beautiful  Chinese 
song-bird,  458 


PAO0I>A.S,the  peculiar  appearance  of, 
and    interest  attaching    to,    507; 
difference  between   the    rforth 
South  Chinese,  tb. 

Paradise,  the  Chinese,  288 

Passports,  travelling,  delay  of  ChineK 
ofhcials  in  preparmg,  8 ;  penalties  for 
Britic^h  ti^velling  in  India  unprovided 
with,  0  ;  form  of  Chinese,  10;  little 
attention  paid  by  Chinese  offidak  to 
the  English  authorities,  307  ;  ChineM 
tritliugwith  the  legalised  forms  of,  369 

Palois,  Northern  ana  Southern  Anglo- 
C-hinese,  27  ^h 

Patriarchs,  village,  pleasing  descriptioQ    ^M 
of,  114  ^ 

Pau-tvng-fu,  capital  of  the  provinae  of 
Chiiif  vast  permanent  lagoon  in  the 
direction  of,  5Ji 

ray-ta-pu,  a  town  of  Mantcburia,  the 
author's  arrival  at,  517 

Peasantry,  Chijrese,  conversation  with 
favourable  specimens  of^  305-307; 
refusal  to  accept  payment  ftir  •enricei 
by,  461 

Pebling,  the,  or  the  Himdred-Bpitit«d 
Bird,  73 ;  the  beautiful  mehHly,  and 
astonishing  vocal  effects  of^  450 ;  giea* 
prices  given  for,  ik 

Pen  tang,  a  town  of  North  China^  dis- 
agree able  mcTunrJPS  oi\  0(1 ;  po^itiaa 
of  the  allied  army  during  iim  oocu* 
pation  of,  04* 
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Pe]itang-li6,  tie,  a  river,  tbe  nativ© 
name  of,  80 

I'eilio,  the,  inundatioBfl  of^  52  ;  supposed 
alteration  in  the  bed  of,  .53 ;  flurprise 
excited  by  a  party  of  Enj^lisli  Bwim- 
ming  in,  383 

Peking-^  a  rigid  Roman  Catholic  Chineee 
groom  obtained  from,  15;  the  Lama 
temple  in  the  NoHbem  etiburb  of, 
182  ;  dluaion  to  the  MtKlieal  Hall  at^ 
400;  rt^Tiflit  to,  5o8j  mean  exttrior 
of  tie  Tribute  Better's  Inn,  fonnerly 
appropriated  to  a  British  ambaesador 
at,  ib. ;  nuai  beauty  of  the  environS| 

Phenomenon,  a  geological,  286 

Philolo^j  Anglo-CUineeiej  20 

F^tn^mtUt  Ctmimtmi^j  a  useful  apecies 
of  reed,  89 

Fhyaiognomy,  Chinese,  varieties  of,  and 
exceptioDiil  departures  from  the  stan- 
dard of,  434 

l^g-driversj  Chinese,  retnarkablo  ap- 
pearance of,  246 ;  a  rencontre  with 
one,  249 

I'i^n,  a  current  Anglo-Chinefle  word 
ioT  business,  13 

I'ig^,  the  North  China,  description  of, 
*i^  i  aiiiuiiing  speculationa  of  Eujrlbh 
soldiere  and  aaiiora  regarding,  348; 
fotd  feeding,  when  kept  in  towns,  of, 

Pi-lang,  B  robber,  expoaure  in  a  cage  of 
the  head  of,  68 

Pines,  with  flat  circular  tops,  growth  of^ 
162  J  birdii  obe^erved  among,  1 511 

Fui^  Chinese,  demonstrations  of  good- 
will made  by,  6f> ;  tlie  former  warlike 
reputation  of^  56 

Pkiit%  producing  blue-colouriog  matter 
for  dyeing,  culti¥fttion  in  Chili  of, 
108 

Ponies,  Tartar,  for  the  use  of  travellers, 
10 ;  description  of,  78 ;  power  of  en- 
durance possessed  by,  79 

Porter,  the  mtion,  frozen,  and  carried  in 
aaackj  5 

Potteiy,  coarse,  viait  to  the  kilns  for  the 
manufacture  of,  121 ;  advantageous 
position  for  the  production  of,  V22 

Pon-dxa,  the,  a  peculiar  robe  worn  im 
China,  240 

Priests,  Chinese,  kind  hospitality  exhi- 
bited  to  the  author  by,  5*.>6 

Procesaions,  funeral,  the  musiral  accom- 
paniments of,  131 1  pathetic  airs 
heard  at^  13:3 

Paun*tsap,  or  Herbal,  a  Chinese  work, 
quotation  fi»m,  4^)7 

Puke,  or  bean,  cultivation  of  a  species 


of,  growing  round  the  stems  of  millet 
108 

Pwanku,  the  first  man,  Chinese  repre- 
sentations of,  181 

Pye-yur,  the,  a  beiautiful  bird,  much 
esteemed  by  the  Chinese,  458 

QUI-TOOSA,  a  town  of  North  China, 
the  pleasant  and  animated  appear- 
ance Qif  90 


EASPBERK  Y-BUSII,  wild,  luscious 
repast  on  the  unripe  berriea  of, 
302 

Eemusat,  Abel,  bi^  remarks  on  the  mu- 
tual influence  exercis^ed  by  the  inter- 
course of  the  Eaiit  and  West,  and  on 
the  eflects  of  the  Crusades,  and  of 
Mongol  irruptions,  385,  ti  teq. 

Mhamnm  Th^ezanSj  or  the  Chinese  buck- 
tliorn,  1:27 

Rivers  —  An-shan,  500 ;  Bogue,  305  ; 
Huin-ho,  1^18;  lIwang-shing-hA,  218  ; 
Lau-ho,  109;  Uau,  511;"  Liau-h6, 
471;  Peiho,  52;  Ba-h6,  500;  San- 
fun,  471 ;  Shang-ae-ho,  271 ;  Shih- 
h6,  320;  Siau-liug-ho,  420;  Taitse^ 
ho,  508 ;  Ta-lin|?-hCi,  441 ;  Tang-vau, 
122;  Tau-h6,  120;  Yang-ho,  2m 

Kobbe«%  a  ghastly  warning  to,  07 

Bushes,  waterproof  overcoats  made  of, 
244^ 


SA-HO,  the,  a  trihutair  of  the  Liau, 
orchards  and  Hebe-tenanted  gardens 
on  the  banks  of,  500 

Samshu,  a  Chiueee  alcoholic  liquor^ 
shops  ID  Liau-yang  for  the  sale  of,  504 

Sand-bags,  gj^mnaatic  exercises  with- 
202 

Sandfly,  the,  sanguinary  nocturnal  at^ 
tacks  of,  3*) 

Sandhills,  our  vicinity  to  the  sea  an- 
nounced by  a  senea  of,  28; J  ;  the 
height,  volume,  and  shiftinc  of,  384 

San-fun,  the  river,  a  branck  of  the 
Liau-ho,  471 

San-hien,  the,  a  Chinese  banjo,  descrip- 
tion of,  128 

San-ko-liji-tBiii*s  Folly,  22 

San-nia-chow,  a  peculiar  species  of  Lirk, 
424  ^ 

San-pans,  ominous  looking  flat-bottomed 
boats,  the  use  of,  52 

Scirjms  l^fheromt^j  etlible  water  chestnut, 
the  stalks  of,  used  in  the  construction 
of  mats,  272 
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SculpturCj  the  art  of^  neglected  in  Chinaj 

ib;3 

ShaiigbftiT  the  town  of^  fragments  of  tlie 
touiba  of  high  perstmaccs  found  in  a 
garden  beyond  tlie  ^ims  of,  182 

Shang-Be-h6,  or  Upper  Western  Rirer, 
the  author's  pfiu^af^e  up.  271 

Shan -hai"K wan,  or  Hill  Sea  Barrier,  a 
town  of  North  China  at  the  Great 
Wall,  28(3;  a  gratuitous  herald  an- 
nounces our  approaeh  to,  21)3;  im- 
bounded  curiosity  nianilested  by  the 
inhabitante  of  the  suburb  of,  '2D4  j 
the  gatea  of,  296 ,-  evening  illumliia- 
tion  of  the  shops  of,  ik  ;  our  annoying 
and  ridiculous  position  in  the  centre 
of,  297 ;  rt^ception  at  the  mandarin's 
inn  in,  20B ;  picture  pf  a  matidarin  of, 
302;  jotmg  dandies  of,  304^  diffi- 
culties of  obtaining  lodj^ngs  in,  307 ; 
iiithy  kennel  into  wliieb  we  were 
thrust  at  the  inn  of,  ♦108 ;  annoying 
attention  of  a  military  mandarin  in, 
300 ;  midnight  viaitora  at  the  inn  of, 
fSll ;  persevering  espionage  by  certain 
authorities  of,  312  j  creat  stir  of  the 
population  on  our  departure  at  an 
early  hour  from,  313  ;  glaring  govern- 
ment buildings  of,  314 ;  intersection, 
bj  the  Ureat  Wall,  of  the  eastern 
side  of,  ib.;  guard-room  noar  the 
oitter  gate  of,  314;  friendly  inter- 
view with  the  garrison  commandant 
of,  315;  fine-looking  otlicers  in  the 
guard -room  of,  310 ;  appearance  of 
uie  Great  Wall  at  ten  or  twenty 
milea  diatnnce  tiom,  378 

Shan  ta- tan,  the,  or  Hill  high  road  fifora 
Kai-pinn-  to  the  Great  Wall,  142, 

Shau,  a  character  meaning  longevity, 
profuiiely  uBcd  in  the  adornment  of  a 
Chinese  officer,  170 

Sbih*h6,  or  Stony  River,  a  river  on  the 
Chinese  frontier,  running  parallel  vrith 
the  Great  Wall,  326 

Shih-Mun,  the,  or  Rocky  Portal,  an  innp 
author's  arrival  at^  174;  unexpected 
comforts  found  in,  175 ;  our  warm 
greeting  by  the  Boniface  of,  176; 
healthy  situation  of,  170 ;  the  various 
servants  and  buildings  belonging  to, 
177 ;  miniatiire  terraces  for  the  recep- 
tion of  plants  in  pota,  arranged  around, 
178 ;  curiosity  and  honesty  of  the  peo- 
ple who  pressed  about  us  at,  2Qt^; 
ChineBe  Bible  thankfully  accepted  by 
the  landlord  of,  211  j  moderate  bill, 
and  onr  departure  from,  210-1 1 

Shinking,  a  province  of  Mantchuria,  our 
etitrance  into,  375 ;  the  former  names 
of,  tb, ;  old  embattled  tower  in,  said 


to  mark  the  real  boundary  between 
China  and  Mantchuria,  375 ;  scries  of 
circular  crenelated  forts  in,  and  their 
supposed  object,  370 

Shin-nong,  Chinese  Emperor,  tnwlitioii 
that  the  plough  was  invented  imd 
construe  ted  by,  2vS0 

Shin  Shan,  a  city  beyond  the  Great 
Wall,  tantalizing  inquiries  for,  410  j 
author's  rencontre  with  a  convoy  pro- 
ceeding to,  410 

Sliin-shan  Shan,  a  village,  intricate 
piloting  through  the  streets  of,  449 ; 
termination  of  the  range  of  monn  tains 
extending  from  Tien-tsin»  at,  ih, 

Shoes,  Tartar,  de^^cription  of*  300 

IShim-dsa,  Mack  satin  boots,  wi^ 
whitened  points,  worn  by  the  Ohiiiede, 
241 

Shu-shan,  a  lofty  bill,  prospect,  with 
view  of  the  Tagoda  of  Liau-yang, 
from,  500 

Shu-shan,  the  town  of,  600 

Shu-tih,  the,  a  sort  ofclftrionetthe  mumc 
of,  131 

Sinu-ling-hu,  a  river  of  Mantchuria,  a 
long  lilank  bridge  over,  420 

Sierra,  the,  view  of  the  needle  points 
of,  lighted  np  by  the  rays  of  the  sun, 
214 

Signpost,  a  curiona,  common  in  Tartar 
towns  and  villages,  385 

Sina>,  the,  music  said  to  have  been  in- 
vented by  the  tirat  monarch  of,  133 

Singing,  Chinese^  peculiarities  of,  134 

Skins,  variety  of»  used  by  the  poorer 
Chinese  as  dothing,  241-243 

Skylark,  the  North  Chinese,  73 

Slate-rock,  torn  and  ritted  masses  o^ 
near  Le-end-tswang,  502 

Snuif-bottiea,  a  curious  pair  of,  belong- 
in  Of  to  a  Mandarin,  316 

Soldiers,  Chinese,  arms  and  erj^uipmcnts 
of  a  party  of,  100  ^  adniinition  of  our 
equestrian  eijuipment  expressed  by^ 
ib, ;  description  of  the  young  oflicer 
in  command  of,  170;  appeArance  and 
arms  of  Tartar  cavalry,  oI4 

Soldiers,  British,  enfeebled  condition  of, 
from  exce^ive  heiit,  in  North  China,  4 

Soochee,  or  spring  damp,  in  building 
plan  adopted  to  prevent  the  rising  and 
diffiifiion  of,  183 

Spell,  a  curious,  practised  by  the  natives 
of  China,  1B& 

S ports monship,  Chinese,  276 

Staveley  Peak,  the  name  given  to  a  land- 
mark left  by  the  aut}ioi*  for  future 
atl  venturers,  340 

Suay-tau,  or  Ta-shih,  the,  a  s<iuare 
stone  used  in  gymnastic  exercise?,  202 
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Sim,  the  Heat   of,    alnfmiiig  cerebral 

^^mptoms  caused  Vy,  i360 
Sim-kwei^  &  distingufahed  officer,  faith- 

fulne«  to  the  Emperor  Chaou-Tsung 

exhiUted  by,  6t2 :  the  horrible  death 

of,  63 
Sunstroke,  im  pending;  alarming  sanaa- 

aations  caused  by,  SMO 
Supper,  an  EnjsfUshj  at  a  Chinese  iuu, 

aitonigihmeDt  created  by  the  vessels, 

&c.,  used  at,  204 
Symbol,  rvmarkable  Chinese^  190 

TA,  the,  or  Pagoda  raonument,  inte- 
resting remaiaa  of,  520 

TjiiI^  a  Chinaman^  laiidable  use  oL  81; 
ludicrous  aspect,  in  the  eyes  of  the 
Chiuese,  of  one  going  without,  28J) 

Taitse*h6,  the,  a  wide-  river  of  North 
ChinEj  appearance  of  families  enjoyinj^ 
the  air  on  the  banks  of,  508  j  crowds 
waiting  for  the  ferry -boat  to  eroas, 
509 ;  unexpected  appearance  of  ofH- 
cial  scouts  at,  ib. ;  advanta^  of  ita 
proxiuiitv  to  the  town  of  Liau^yang, 
510 

Ta-lin^,  a  small  town  of  Mantchuria, 
induigeuce  in  the  excellent  water  of, 
441 ;  followed  by  suspicjous-lookiug 
individuals  on  leaving*  443 

Ta-liog-ho,  a  dull  muddy  river  of  Mant- 
cbuna,  441 ;  success  of  a  bold  attempt 
to  ford,  445 

Tougrau,  tho,  a  stiieam  of  North  China, 
forded  by  the  author,  122 

Tannings  description  of  the  OMneee 
method  o^  2m 

TartajTS,  the,  travelling  capacities  of  lb& 
ponies  trained  by,  10;  Marco  l*olo*s 
account  of  the  sacrifice  of  human 
beings  at  the  funerals  of  the  princes 
of,  531 

Tau-ho,  the,  an  inconsiderable  etTeam, 
the  bed  of,  120 

Tau-koo,  the,  a  kind  of  leggings,  of  thick 
stuff,  pulled  over  the  trowiers,  242 

Tcbe-hwanpti,  the  first  erapror  of  the 
great  Tsin  dynast v,  3;^>j  victories 
over  the  Tartars  gained  by,  3^)8 ;  lirst 
idea  of  the  Great  Wall  attributed  to,  ib. 

Tchou-dza,  the,  a  peculiar  Mud  of 
wheelbarrow^  81 

Tchung-wah-kow,  the  village  of,  89 

Tea,  brick,  the  abominable  flavour  of, 

-  as 

Team,  a  Clunese  farmer's,  84 
Tea-plant,   the  genuine,    7%ea    mridtgj 

Temples,   Chinese^  one  pitched  on  an 

almost  inaccessible  peak,  121;  cora- 
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fortable  dwelljng-hous^,  for  the 
priests,  surrounding,  22Sj  the  taste- 
ful altaie  of,  281 

Ten-sha-hor^  a  hamlet  of  Mantchuria,  a 
funeral  party  at,  452 

Terrier,  the,  or  Shantung,  the  SUken- 
hairvd  dog,  highly  valued  in  China, 
235 

Te-tau,  a  village  or  hamlet^  our  entmnee 
into,  2l> ;  the  foul  chambers  of  the 
only  inn  at,  i!5. 

Theatre,  an  open  sir,  the  construction 
of,  228 

2T^a  ViridUj  the  genuine  tea-plant* 
127 

Thrush,  the,  varieties  of,  famed  for 
their  mellifluous  notes,  457 ;  a  new 
species  of,  brought  by  the  author  to 
Ln  gland,  ih. 

Thumb,  the  holding  up  of,  approval  inti* 
mated  by,  317 

Tien-taifi,  extreme  heat  of  summer  in, 
I ;  suffocating  windsblowLng through, 
4;  appearance  of  Europeans  and 
Chinese  iu  the  streets  of,  0 ;  the  title 
of  the  Heavenly  Spot  or  Fowl  iuap* 
plicablc  to,  lU^  scenes,  sounds*  and 
sojeUs  in  the  streets  of,  17  ;  buying 
and  stalling  ttan mictions  in,  18  ;  mili- 
tary- honoun*  rendered  by  a  $quad  of 
naked  urchins  Ln  the  streets  of,  20 ; 
French  and  British  sentries  in,  I'b. ; 
departure  from,  22;  country-  and 
people  in  neighbourhood  of,  2ii ; 
poverty -stricken  villages  near,  52 ; 
rencontre  in  Ibe  north  with  a  mer- 
chant from,  150  J  discovery  of  old 
Mgures  in  fields  near,  182  ;*  mode  of 
building  the  bousewaUs  in,  tk ;  su- 
perstitious practice  of  the  iuliabit- 
anta  of,  189 ;  recollections  of  a  storm 
at,  208  ;  number  of  opium  shops  in, 
255 ;  our  return  to,  555 

Tlen-tsin,  the  treaty  of,  an  article  in,  af- 
fecting British  travellers  to  Peking, 
set  aside,  7 

Ting-chang-ta,  the,  or  horse-sboer,  a 
glance  at  the  operations  of,  S99 

Tol>acco,  the  cultivation  m,  by  the 
Chinese,  439 

To-lo-po-tenza,  a  quiet  night  in  the 
inn  of^  447 

Toong-hi-tau,  the,  or  Eaatem  Ocean 
road  from  Kai-piug  to  the  Great 
Wall,  143 

Tou-dza,  the,  a  peculiar  robe  worn  in 
China,240 

Towns,  villagea,  and  hamlets  :■ — Chang- 
le-tou,  220 ;  Che-tur,  71 ;  Coo-yah, 
133;  Cow^how-wah,  384;  Ee-ma- 
tichwan,  105;  Fung-lm,  ^Mi;  Fung- 
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wliaQ'ting^,  «^75 ;  Ihuicliunp:,  US; 
Kai-pmiTi  123;  Kindiow,  416;  Le- 
0nd-tawaB^,  501 ;  Liftu-yong,  408 ; 
JjOo-jm-Chow,  659;  Loncliow,  158; 
Mouktien,  532;  Newchang,  474; 
Ning-lmi*  291 ;  NinE-Yuen'Cliow, 
413;  Pau-tin|r-fii,  53;  Paj-tu-puj 
517;  PHh-tan,  90;  VMng,  559; 
Qui-toosaj  96 ;  Slian^baip  182  ;  8b an* 
hd-Kwflu,  286;  ShiD-Shan^  416; 
Sbin-ahati  Shan,  449 ;  Tii-Uujfj  441 ; 
Tehunjr'Waii-koWj  89 ;  T«?n-alia-hor, 
45t3 ;  Te-iau,  29 ;  Tien-lain,  1  ;  To- 
lo-jKJ-teniwi,  447 ;  Tii-ki*i-t&if  4&) ; 
Wang-hya-tyer,  412^  Yaug^chaw, 
250;  Yiti^-tazo,  482 

Townaj  Chineae,  ecenea  in,  on  a  rainy 
day,  212 ;  dog»  the  only  &cavengens 
of/3U4;  tli»  odd  clmractcjjiitica  tjf 
on^  272 

TraveUors,  arms  uniTeJsaJly  worn  by, 
66  ;  an  equestriAE  One,  149 

Taeim-ekunif,  the  Perfectly  Faithful,  a 
Chinese  dewlfirnation,  41 

Tain,  thpj  a  powurfiil  feudal  house  under 
tho  Chow  dynaBty,  MQ 

T»ung,  Chineii  commissioner  at  Tien- 
tsin, imme*liftte  respect  paid  tc  an 
order  of,  307  j  exuertsivo  dej<ire  of 
town  ofHciala  to  peru^  the  pa$«tport 
mgned  by,  37S 

Tsii-«a,  a  Chinese  agricultural  imple- 
ment for  cutting  grksa,  75 

Tmiy-i-ing,  a  traitorotie<i,  plotting  pnme 
minL^tfjrj  pittnre  ol^  3l> 

Tu-kia-tai,  a  nii^ht  in  ihn  I'aravflnBary 
of,  459 ;  Btuck  fast  in  the  mud  near. 
400 


Clill-IIEEN,  the,  a  twn-«tringed  in* 
fttnmiofit,  the  htahamus  mnmv  of, 
IM ;  a  waltz  played  in  excellent  style 
on,  im 
Urh-tau,  the,  a  peculiar  kind  of  ear- 
covers  worn  by  tbe  Cbineee^  243 


T;ERBIEST,   Paul,    the    Jeimit,   m 

f      attendance  on  the  Emperor  Kanghi 

on  bis  progresa  intd  EaBtem  Tartaryt 

380 ;    hia  allusion  to  the  decay    of 

placefl  in  Mantchu  Tartary,  412 

Veflpertilionidffii  a  colony  of,  47 

Village^  a,  near  tho  Great  Wall,  our 
eDtrauee  into,  288;  manrellous  attempt 
to  overtalce  ua  made  by  the  ladies  uf^ 
^. ;  annoyance  caused  W  the  urchins 
of,  289 

Villageia,  Chinese;  tbeintruaiTecutiosi^ 
of,  124j  dpnmm* 


WAT 

WA(t,  a  heartless,  45 
Waiter,  a  Cbineee,  tlie  dlai^io^*  ' 
able  services  of,  32 
Wall,  the  CJreat,  our  fit?!t  sight  rif,  387  ; 
arrival  at  a  goal  inn  four  niilt?»  fmna, 
291  ;  a  vacant  camp  n»:'ar,  21.12; 
cunosity  excited  by  toe  prescmee  of 
the  far-travelled  strangerfi  in  a  tj>wTi 
close  to,  293 ;  latitude  and  louintiide 
of  the  end  abutting  on  the  Ctulf  pro- 
perly fixed  by  English  naYal  surv^yopB, 
3]0;  difli  cult  ilia  thn^wn  in  our  Tvay 
by  the  native  officials  of  the  districte 
near,  311 ;  opposition  of  the  autho- 
rities to  our  mounting  to  the  top  of  the 
hills  in  the  neighbourhood  of,  320 ; 
unexpected  difficulties  in  the  aacent 
of  the  njoiintaine  near,  324 ;  inagni- 
Jicent  view  from  the  mountain  range 
atj  324 ;  de^criptton  of  the  ever- 
changing  line  aou  appearance  of,  323 ; 
progresa  over  the  mountains  towards, 
327 ;  width  and  height  of,  329 ;  the 
structure,  building,  aud  repair  of,  i6. 
iSJJO;  composition  of  the  bricka  used 
in  building,  3#J0;  the  turrets  And 
towers  of,  J^i  1-33^1;  Kirch er  and 
Clebilkm^s  notices  oL  332 ;  lahoura 
undergone  in  building,  33;|;  the 
huilders  of,  3i?4 ;  origin  of  the  idea 
of,  3.*i8 ;  period  occupied  in  i*reeling, 
33t> ;  Tartiir  asicente  of,  ih. ;  laboun* 
ex}iend(Hl  on  other  great  erections  of 
antiquity  compared  with  those  on, 
342;  height  of  moua tains  in  thts 
vicinity  of,  345;  tremendomi  heat  of] 
tbe  iun,  and  perilous  position  of  the 
author  in  descending  a  mountaitt  peak 
near,  347;  cerebnd  excitement  of  tho 
author  while  wandering  among  tli& 
bills  around,  359;  impression  pro- 
duced by  an  English  'farewell'  ut- 
tered by'  a  Mandarin  near,  373 ;  our  I 
departure  from  tbe  Mandarins'  Tom^ti  I 
at,  ik ;  Temarkftble  appearance  of  this 
motmtain  to  wens  of,  379;  the  end  | 
abutting  on  the  Gulf  ti>uch<«l  at,  55"t ; 
reprehensible  memorial  of  the  visit  1 
of  the  IVusftian  frigate  *  Arizona  *  to  j 
the  Eastern  Sea  termination  of,  iB^ 

Wang-hai-tyer,  a  diminutive  hainlet,  a| 
night  paas^^d  at,  412 

W an g*li -Chang-chin,  or   the  WhU    of  ' 
the  Ten  Thousand  Li — #€«  Wall,  Ui« 
Great 

Warblere,  the  Gorget^  Red-thfoat,  and 
Blue-throat,  favourite  aong-binls,  ^8  J 

Water,  for  drinking,  the  animalculie  in|  j 
33 

Wateir-fowt,  tht^  ft  day's  warfare  i 
275 
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Water-lily,  the  seeds  of,  roasted'  and 
chewed  Dy  the  natives  of  North  China, 
1(54;  beautiful  specimens  of,  at  a 
Chinese  inn,  179 

Weather,  the  changes  of,  carefully  ob- 
8er\'ed,  for  sanitaiy  purposes,  by  the 
Chinese,  244  ^ 

Wheat,  the  Chinese  method  of  thresh- 
ing, 465 

Willows,  emerald  green,  village  draw- 
wells,  amid  half-circles  o^  113 

Women,  Chinese,  alarm  caused  by  the 
author  and  his  travelling  companion 
in  an  assembly  of,  228  ;  suffering  and 
inconvenience  caused  by  the  mutila- 
tion of  the  feet  of,  229;  repulsive 
appearance  presented  by  the  bandaged 
feet  of,  231 

Woodpecker,  the  pied  and  scarlet- 
headed,  163 


YANG  and  YIN,  the,  symbolical  dia- 
gram of,  86;  information  derived 
from  a  Chinese  horse-doctor  concern- 
ing, 402 

Yang-yin,  or  men  of  the  sea,  Chinese 
appellation  for  the  English,  306 

Yang-yin-pah-kwa,  the,  a  species  of 
religious  cabala,  190 

Yang-chow,  a  village,  suspicious-looking 
hostel  at  which  we  put  up  in,  250; 
internal  arrangements  of,  251 ;  cooking 


Operations  in,  252;  astonishingly  little 
curioait^r  evinced  on  our  appearance 
by  the  inmates  of,  253 ;  night-  pre- 
cautions observed  in,  261 

Yang-h6,  the,  a  river,  the  ferry  over, 
263;  extortionate  demand  nmde  by^ 
the  boatmen  at,  264 

Yew-wan,  a  Chinese  prince,  murdered 
by  order  of  his  brother,  46 

Ying-tsze,  a  city  of  Mantchuria.,  the 
new  British  port,  anp^ach  to,  482; 
interview  witn  the  ^British  Consul  at^ 
483;  warlike  preparations  to  guard 
against  the  restless  and  bold  popula- 
lation  of,  484;  our  unfavourable 
opinion  of,  %b. ;  friendly  reception  by 
our  countrymen  at,  485;  experience 
of  an  earthquake  at,  ib» ;  furore  excited 
by  our  adventures  among  the  Compra- 
dors and  other  inhabitants  of,  ib,} 
insignificant  trade  of,  487;  uncom- 
fortable position  of  the  European 
pilgrims  of  conmierce  at,  t&.;  charac- 
teristics of  the  population  of,  488 ;  fish 
sold  at,  489 ;  tne  open-air  theatre  oi^ 
it. ;  use  of  the  word  '  Fuh '  at,  490 ; 
departure,  with  an  official  guide  and 
another  new  attendant,  from,  492 

Yoong-ling,  the,  or  tombs  of  the  Tartar 
princes,  our  desire  to  visit,  550 

Yungching,  son  of  the  Emperor  Kanghi, 
the  wise  injunctions  of,  110 
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